















1981 is the year of the rooster by the Korean calendar. In olden times the Korean people 
considered the rooster an evil-repeiling creature. Since the rooster is a respected bird, it is often 
painted in the form of a phoenix. At left is the relief image of the zodiac rooster at an ancient 
tomb in Kyongju. An article on the year of the cock appears on page 19. 
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In his New Year 
Policy Statement 
President Chun Doo 
Hwan made the 
epochal proposal of 
an exchange of 
visits between the 
heads of govern¬ 
ment of South and 
North Korea to pave 
the way for the urn 
fication of the 
fatheiland This a\ 
well as his other 
political, economic 
and cultural policy 
outlines reflected 
the increasing conh 
dcnce and maturity 
of the government 
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A MESSAGE 
FROM THE NEW 
AMBASSADOR 



It is a matter of great pleasure to me, as the hew 
Ambassador, to convey my cordial greetings: to the 
readers of Korean News. 

The friendly relations between the peoples of Korea 
and India date back to olden times. In fact the two 
peoples are emotionally integrated through the bond 
of Buddhism, which India gifted to the world and 
Korea. It is gratifying to note that a close and traditional 
cultural link has been maintained between India and 
Korea which enriched our culture and served as the 
basis of our intimate relationship. 

In modern times cultural ties have been further 
strengthened by a steady growth of trade and econo¬ 



mic cooperation and exchanges in the field of art and 
sport. 

Korean News is one more link in this wide chain. 
It holds a unique place among similar publications 
outside Korea. It is in that sense the symbol of the 
special value Korea attaches to its friendship with the 
people of India, 

According to the Korean calendar, 1981 is the year 
of the cock. It is the 10th of the 12 signs of the Oriental 
zodiac. Traditionally, the years of the cock have been 
years Qf peace and prosperity for Korea. I am, 
therefore, particularly happy to note that, though 
purely coincidental, it coincides with my new assign¬ 
ment in New Deity. I hope this happy augury will prove 
true to tradition. I wish the readers of Korean News a 
happy and fruitful year. 

Yours truly 
Chung-Tai Kim 







THE PRESIDENCY 


President Chun Doo Hwan addressed the Korean 
people on January 12, 1981 In a televised policy 
statement to 'explain in detail the basic policies of 
my Administration and to ask for your cooperation 
and active participation.' In the course of doing so, 
he discussed political development, the economy, 
foreign and defense policies, a bold new proposal 
for the peaceful unification of Korea, as well as 
policies on social welfare, labor relations, sodai 
reform, education and culture. The following are 
highlights of his New Year Policy Statement. 



OUTLINE FOR 1981 


T HE President first noted that poli¬ 
tical development has progres¬ 
sed on schedule, as he had "re¬ 
peatedly pledged " Observing that the 
presidential and National Assembly 
elections are the two major tasks that 
remain, he concluded that since 
"overall domestic stability has been 
restored, there is no reason to delay “ 
Therefore, presidential elections are 
now set for February, with the Nation¬ 
al Assembly elections similarly adv¬ 
anced. 

He again pledged that "the forth¬ 
coming elections will be held after 
Martial Law has been lifted so that the 
free will of the people may be fully 
expressed." More specifically, he re¬ 
vealed that Martial Law "will be lifted 
in its entirety prior to the electoral 
college elections " The President 
spoke of the necessity of "fair and 
just" elections, promising that "poli¬ 
tical organizations with pro¬ 
government leanings" will further the 
"principles of fair and clean elections” 
by serving as ethical models 
The Economy: He assured the 
Korean people that he was aware that 
the nation is "beset by economic 
difficulties" and that he shares the 
"pain of all Koreans suffering econo¬ 
mic hardship " The President 
cautioned the nation that there are no 
easy answers to the "complex com¬ 
bination of internal and external 
causes" of those economic difficul¬ 
ties. 
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Saying he wished to "ask certain 
things of the people," the President 
called upon them to strengthen their 
"determination and confidence that 
the Korean economy will not fail to 
achieve a second takeoff " He ac¬ 
knowledged that the rapid economic 
progress of the past decade or so had 
"also created various side-effects and 
complex problems." Whether the 
economy moved from its present 
crossroads into a "quagmire" or 
"tomorrow's takeoff point," he 
added, depends on "our determina¬ 
tion and confidence." In a similar 
philosophical vein, the President re¬ 
minded the nation that "our current 
economic difficulties are eloquent tes¬ 
timony to how political and social 
instability can adversely affect the 
economy " He then offered assur¬ 
ances that optimism about the "pros¬ 
pect of maintaining stability" is fully 
justified, because the "majority of the 
people desire stability" and the Gov¬ 
ernment is "determined and compe¬ 
tent" to preserve it. 

Moving on to more specific econo¬ 
mic policies, the President spoke of 
the need to stabilize prices to lead to 
more competitive exports, in turn 
"leading to greater foreign sales, 
which, in turn, will make sustained 
economic growth possible." He reiter¬ 
ated the Government's commitment 
to an economy led by private initiative, 
and closed his economic remarks with 
an appeal for "the sense of unity" that 


will be a "powerful tool" in solving th 
nation's economic difficulties, ar 
predicted that exports would ber 
increasing rapidly in this fall. 

Foreign and Dafonsa Pol1 
President's remarks on foreign anc 
defense policies illustrated how inex 
tricably the two are linked. He spoke 
of the leadership changes in Japan, 
mainland China and the United States,, 
as well as the Iran-lraq war, oil pricr f 
hikes and the "resurgence of nation? e 
ist sentiments and interests," all »s 
which impact upon Korea. 

He proceeded to outline poliely 
guidelines with which the Republic ou. 
Korea will meet these and other ch, j$ 
lenges in the coming year. "An in<ted 
pendent diplomacy and self-reliant c 
fense," according to the Presider. 3r - 
"are now more important than evi, 
before." After noting that "we alon*, 
are ultimately resfionsible for the na¬ 
tion's survival and happiness," he 
added that "the principles of indepen¬ 
dent diplomacy and self-reliant de¬ 
fense do not mean underestimating 
the importance of relations with our 
allies " 

The President addressed the cen¬ 
tury-long friendship with the United 
States, remarking on the need to 
further develop that friendship into a 
"mature and intimate partnership by 
building upon the cordial friendship 
that has grown between our two 
nations over the past 100 years.'' He 
also called for cooperative relations 
between Korea and Japan to be estab¬ 
lished "with a broader perspective." 

After stating that the development 
of closer relations with traditional 
allies would involve an even firmer 
adherence to "the principles of 
mutual understanding and mutual re¬ 
spect for sovereignty," the President 
emphasized his Administration's 



Republic of Korea's First Family poses for photograph on New Year's Day; 1981 


plans to promote "amicable and 
cooperative relations with European 
countries as well as with Mideast 
countries which have recently 
emerged as our close friends " 

His previous statements on impro¬ 
ving Korea's relations with non-hostile 
Communist countries and the non- 
aligned countries were repeated, fol- 
•Wtoed by an assurance that the "free¬ 
dom of travel to countries with ideolo¬ 
gies and political systems that differ 
lom ours will not be restricted " 
Peaceful Unification: The Presi- 
nt reviewed the history of the na- 
lal division and analyzed the failure 
previous attempts at dialogue to 
.prove relations with north Korea 
^e then made a bold new proposal to 
“esume the South-North dialogue and 
Tiove toward peaceful unification. 

"I invite President Kim ll-sung of 
, lorth Korea to visit Seoul without any 
ondition attached and free of any 
' >!igation on his part " He also stated 
p.' willingness to visit Pyongyang on 
of ■ same basis and discussed the 
©v’posal dt length (See page 12 for 
tails) 

memorial Welfare: According to the 
sittsident. "A just welfare state is an 
orient goal of both this Administration 
p.)d the Korean people The basic 
.econdition for building a just society 
the creation of a climate in which 
honesty and diligence are duly re¬ 
warded " 

Having defined the goal, he went on 
to enunciate the specific means the 
Government would employ to attain 
it. The first step, he explained, is to 
"create jobs and reduce unemploy¬ 
ment by further increasing public in¬ 
vestments " Gradual increases of 
government spending on "education, 
housing, health care and other basic 
needs" was the second point in his 
welfare policy outline. Public works 
and vocational training programs 
would seek to "fundamentally in¬ 
crease" the "wage-earning abilities" 
of low-income families and persons. 
Rounding out the three basic needs of 
man—food, clothing and housing— 
he indicated that the Government had 
decided to "continue boosting public 
investments in housing in order to 
supply housing units in large numbers 
still needed in this country." 

Labor Relations: Reminding 
"both entrepreneurs and workers" 


that their "coexistence and mutual 
prosperity ..are basic to industrial de¬ 
velopment and national harmony," 
the President said his Administration 
would encourage labor-management 
councils and company-level unions to 
promote dialogue and cooperation be¬ 
tween those two sectors of society 
Social Reform: The President 
pointed to the lesson of history— 
"universally and inexorably applic¬ 
able"—that a society that "fails to 
remedy injustice, corruption, disorder 
and internal contradictions will crum¬ 
ble." Drawing upon this historical les¬ 
son. he reiterated the Government's 
intention to "steadfastly implement 
the social reforms campaigns," while 


minimizing their "shocks and side- 

effects " 

Education: It is necessary, accord¬ 
ing to the President, to "remedy the 
blighted educational climate of the 
past." The basic aim will be "to 
produce morally-sound and compe¬ 
tent persons to lead the shaping of 
the new era " The President also 
spoke of the importance of the three 
basic components of education— 
"ethics, science and technology, and 
lifelong education"—and made more 
specific remarks on each. 

Culture: The nation’s basic cultural 
aim in the 1980s, according to the 
President, is to develop "an indepen¬ 
dent and progressive national culture." 





THE NATION 


ALL SET FOR NEW ERA 


A new President will be elected on Feburary 25, 1981, by a 
5,278-member electoral college. Following the announcement of 
the electoral schedule, the Government lifted the martial law to 
guarantee free and fair atmosphere for the presidential elections. 
In a statement announcing the lifting of martial law on January 
24, President Chun Doo Hwan said: "We should never again have 
to resort to physical means to ensure the stability indispensable 
to national survival." 


A LL is set for the election of 
the next President of the Re¬ 
public of Korea on February 
2b, 1981 Tins will be a red letter day 
tor Korean democracy, a symbol of its 
all round strengthening The President 
will bo elected by an electoral college, 
for which elections would be held on 
February 11 

The dates, advanced from the ori¬ 
ginal target of sometime in March or 
April, stands testimony to the in¬ 
creased faith of the nation in itself and 
its democratic experiment under the 
leadership of President Chun Doo 
Hwan. Preparations for the event are 
complete with legislative steps to 
ensure the growth of a healthy multi¬ 
party system. 

The President will be elected in¬ 
directly by a 5,278-member electoral 
college, made up of elected represen¬ 
tatives of 1,905 districts across the 
country, according to a Presidential 
Election Law passed recently by the 
Legislative Assembly. 

The comprehensive law stipulates, 
it may be noted, conduct of the first 
Presidential poll under it by the end of 
March, a month later than the now 
fixed date. It also lays down that 
future elections shall be held 30-90 
days ahead of the maturity of the 
incumbent's term. 

It states that the President will be 
elected by a majority of votos cast by 
over half of the electoral college mem¬ 
bers. If the first vote fails to produce a 
clear winner, a second election will be 
conducted the next day 
Following the announcement of the 
electoral schedule, the Government 
lifted the martial law promulgated in 
October, 1979. In a statement 
announcing the lifting of the martial 
law on January 24, President Chun 
Doo Hwan said that "we should never 
again have to resort to physical means 
to ensure the stability indispensable 
to national survival". He also said that 
the martial law was lifted based on 
the judgement that social stability had 
been fully restored, adding that it was 


to guarantee free and fair atmosphere 
for the presidential and other elec¬ 
tions. The President pointed out that 
the true meaning of the lifting of the 
martial law was not that the need for 
stability no longer existed or had been 
reduced, but that the people them¬ 
selves should maintain stability not by 
physical strength but oy volition "The 
spirit of the new age must be fully 
demonstrated in the effort to maintain 
national stability at this time when we 
have embarked on the creation of a 
new age, new history and new Re¬ 
public". President Chun said 

In his efforts to open an era of 
harmony and participation in the 
1980s by ending the era of discord 
and conflict of the 1970s, President 
Chun had also commuted the death 
sentence earlier passed by the Sup¬ 
reme Court on Kim Dae Jung and 
others Discussing the background of 
the commutation of death sentence, 
the Minister of Culture and Informa¬ 
tion, Lee Kwang Pyo, said that there 
were no creative politics but only 
self-aggrandizement in the 1970s and 
there was no reason to carry the same 
into the 1980s 

Commenting on the lifting of the 
martial law and the commutation of 
the death sentence on Kim Dae Jung, 
political observers in Seoul said that 
these had indisputably served to en¬ 
hance the country's image in the 
international community. 

Spokesmen of the Democratic Jus¬ 
tice Party and the Democratic Korea 
Party welcomed the step and ex¬ 
pressed the hope that it would ensure 
freedom and vitality to the political 
system. 


Political Fund Law 

This brings one to ..-mother recent 
legislation aimed at furtherance of a 
multi-party system by an amendment 
to the Political Fund Law. Besides 
empowering political parties to have 
"supporters' groups" as a means of 
raising funds, the new law paves the 
way for them to receive subsidies 
from the government. 

Hitherto, parties depended solely 
on membership dues and contribu¬ 
tions to their political funds This is 
also the first time Korea has adopted 
the support group system 

The amendment also enables par¬ 
ties to receive dues from their mem¬ 
bers as well as donations from others. 
But, it forbids political contributions by 
foreign corporations, state-run busi¬ 
ness, labour unions, information 
media, schools, religious organisa¬ 
tions, and unprofitable enterprises 
Forbidden, too, are donations made to 
influence the selection of candidates 
for elections. 

Political funds will be divided 
among the present nascent parties in 
proportion to the numbers of their 
local branches pending their represen¬ 
tation in the National Assembly. In 
terms of the law, the top four parties 
with Assembly representation are en¬ 
titled to one-twentieth of the subsidy 
each. One half of 4he remaining 
amount will be divided among parties 
in accordance with the ratio of their 
Assembly representation, and in prop¬ 
ortion to the votes garnered in gener¬ 
al elections. Funds can also be distri¬ 
buted by methods specified by 
donors. 



The National Assembly buildinq in Seoul 

Nascent Parties 

The policies in favour of a multi 
puity system have inspired the creation 
of several new political parties on the 
eve of the Presidential poll 

The nascent parties fall into three 
maiorgroups—pro-government, oppo¬ 
sition, and reformist The Demo¬ 
cratic Justice Party is the government 
party, while the Korean National Party 
is pro-government, comprising former 
members of the erstwhile majority 
Democratic Party and its ally. Yujong- 
hoe. One of the opposition parties is 
the Democratic Korean Party while 
another is the Civil Rights Party. The 
Democratic Socialist Party and its 
splinter, Socialist Party, belong to the 
reformist camp. 

All the parties are one in vowing 
commitment to creation of a demo¬ 
cratic welfare state and achievement 
of further democratization, economic 
stability, and territorial unification. 

Chief promoter of the foundation of 
the Democratic Justice Party, Lee 
Chai Hyoung, has stressed that rival 
camps might differ in policies but 
should share the same sense of state¬ 
hood. Democratic Korean Party leader 
Yoo Chi Song has also emphasized 
that the "problems (of the opposition 
parties) with the government or ruling 
party should be solved through dia¬ 
logue and reconciliation." 

Economic Growth 

Behind the progress of Korea's 


democratic reforms lies increasing 
"domestic stability", as the Chief Ex¬ 
ecutive has repeatedly pointed out. A 
vital component of such stability has 
been the enhanced economic confide" 
nee of the nation -confidence that 
has inspired the adoption of the im¬ 
pressive target of a 7.8 per cent 
annual rate of economic growth 

Apart from the strengthenetfpolitic- 
al and social stability, fresh economic 
thinking and practice are also ex¬ 
pected to help achieve this target 
This has been clearly indicated by the 
President in his New Year policy 
statement. 

One of the new thrusts in the 
economic field will consist of efforts 
towards stabilization of prices and 
control of inflation The practice of 
fixing specific price stabilization 
targets, which could not bo fulfilled in 
the past, has been given up This has 
been replaced by the governmental 
postulate that makes price stability 
fundamental to all economic policies. 

A policy departure has also been 
forthcoming by way of the Govern- 
rr\ent's recognition of the need for a 
major role for private initiative in the 
economy. This is expected to help 
solve the problems bred by the gov¬ 
ernment-led economic system of the 
past, though no instant and total 
change is envisaged. 

For Clean Government 

Steps are also being taken to safe¬ 


guard against any chances of irregular¬ 
ities growing with the role of the 
government in the national life. Start¬ 
ing from July, for example, high- 
ranking officials will register their 
properties under the Public Official 
Ethics Law. President Chun Doo 
Hwan himself will set a primary ex¬ 
ample. 

The officials expected to comply 
with the law number about '350 
Among them are the Speaker of the 
National Assembly, the Chief Justice, 
the Ministers, the Assembly mem¬ 
bers, and heads of all the state-run 
organizations. 

Other Fields 

Stability does not spell stagnation 
And, unlike in the economy, the state 
has undertaken an enlarged role of a 
welfanst kind in other fields. The New 
Year policy changes announced in 
relation to education, health and legal 
affairs, among other subjects, offer an 
illustration 

In education, colleges and universi¬ 
ties will now admit students only on 
the basis of a state-administered test 
of the candidates' high-school acade¬ 
mic achievement This is combined 
with liberalization measures—like the 
one under which those who complete 
two years of higher education in 
humanities and social sciences can go 
overseas for further study, unlike be¬ 
fore. 

In the legal sphere, the Ministry of 
Justice will appoint lawyers to help 
those who own less than a specified 
amount of farmland and tonnage of 
fishing boats in litigation To take 
justice nearer to the people, the Sup 
reme Court has been required to 
simplify various kinds of court docu¬ 
ments. The facility of free wedding 
ceremonies in courts, limited thus far 
to the children of court officials and 
employees, has been extended to 
several other strata. 

In the field of health, a scheme is 
under way to cover about 1 4 million 
persons under medical insurance this 
year The hospitals of the Kyunghee 
and Wongkang universities will start 
treating medical insurance patients 
from March 1 Some 500 specially 
trained nurses will be assigned to 
doctorless farming and fishing areas 
for primary health care this year 
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SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS 


It’s Better Left As 
A Bilateral Issue 


P RESIDENT Chun's proposal for an exchange of 
visits by the highest authorities of South and 
North Korea is a major diplomatic initiative taken 
by the Republic of Korea for breaking the deadlock in 
the South-North dialogue. Recently, Republic of 
Korea's Minister of Foreign Affarirs, Mr Shin Yong Lho 
elaborated his country's policy towards reunification of 
the two Koreas in two separate interviews given in 
Seoul to The Korea Herald and New Delhi newspaper, 
The Hindustan Times 

In his interview with the Korea Herald\ Mr Lho 
voiced the aspirations of the Korean people in general 
and the efforts of their Government in particular He 
said "The goal of a peaceful unification of Korea is 
directly linked to our quest for democratic welfare 
state That goal stands high on the list of the 
impending diplomatic tasks our country faces It is 
our determination to continue every effort to realize 
this goal through constructive and fruitful dialogue 
with North Korea 

"Although the north Korean side unilaterally sus¬ 
pended last September the working level contacts 
aimed at preparing for a meeting between the Prime 
Ministers of both sides, the Republic of Korea is 
determined to carry on this dialogue with north Korea 
to restore mutual trust, ease tensions in the Korean 
peninsula and finally achieve a peaceful unification 
"The establishment and maintenance of peace and 
stability on the Korean peninsula is an overriding 
concern for the Republic of Korea Without peace and 
stability, the task of unification would not be possible 
Because of its unique geopolitical situation, the Korean 
peninsula has long been an arena of rivalry for hege¬ 
mony among the neighbouring big powers of Northeast 
Asia Today, the situation surrounding the peninsula 
remains basically unaltered 
"The Republic of Korea, as a newly emerging 
power, is now in a position to significantly contribute 
to world peace and prosperity We are prepared to do 
our share to enhance the structure of world peace and 
to promote the prosperity of mankind." 

Asked about the prospect of Seoul-Pyongyang 
confrontation at the non aligned nations' Foreign 
Ministers' conference in New Delhi, Mr Lho, who 
recently led one of Seoul's ‘goodwill missions to 
African nations to seek their political support for his 
country, said north Korea was again likely to launch its 
"notorious manoeuvnngs to slur and defame his 
country at the forthcoming conference." 



Foreign Minister Shin Yong Lho 

Saying that the Korean question is a bilateraMssue 
between South and north Korea, Mr Lho said any 
attempt to take the Korean question to a non-aligned 
conference contradicts one of the basic principles of 
the non-aligned movement, that is, elimination of 
foreign interference in the internal and external affairs 
of sovereign states. 

Mr Lho expressed cautious optimism, however, 
about the possible encounter between Seoul and 
Pyongyang in New Delhi next month, saying. "We are 
convinced that the overwhelming majority of member 
states of the non-aligned conference will endorse this 
position " 

In his interview to The Hindustan Times, the Foreign 
Minister urged the non-aligned Foreign Ministers to 
desist from including the Korean question in its 
agenda. He stressed the point that the unification 
issue was a bilateral matter between South and North 
Korea and any discussion of it in an international forum 
would only vitiate the atmosphere for the progress of 
bilateral negotiations. He added that the Conference 
should adhere to the convention that bilateral issues 
should not be raised on the non-aligned platform, 
particularly when South Korea was not a member of 
the Movement. 

Elaborating specifically on north Korea's attempt to 
raise the issue at the non-aligned conference, Mr. Lho 
pointed out that not only had the UN General Assem¬ 
bly decided to drop the Korean question from its 
agenda in 1976 but also the Colombo meeting of the 
Non-aligned Bureau in 1979 had excluded it from its 
agenda on the ground that it would prejudice the 
progress of the bilateral agreement reached between 
South and North Korea in 1972 

On Seoul's avowed policy to seek improved rela¬ 
tions with ideologies different from its own, Mr. Lho 
told The Korea Herald that his country will keep up its 
efforts to improve relations with Communist and 
socialist nations of the world on the basis of "equality 
and mutual respect for sovereignty." 

He warned against any hasty expectations, howev¬ 
er, saying that it is unrealistic to expect any progress in 
this endeavour for the time being, as some Commun¬ 
ist nations continue to render unmitigated support for 
Pyongyang's bellicose stand against the Republic of 
Korea. 
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Major Move 
For Mutual 
T rust 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan, in 
his New Year Policy Statement, 
made a dramatic proposal unpre¬ 
cedented in the history ot divided 
Korea He called for an exchange of 
visits between the highest authorities 
in the South and North "without any 
condition attached and free of any 
burden". That would create mutual 
trust by enabling authorities on both 
sides to take a first-hand look at the 
actual situation and pave the way for 
peaceful unification 
In his epochal proposal, the Presi¬ 
dent said 

"I invite president Kim ll-Sung of 
north Korea to visit Seoul w.^hout any 
condition attached and free of burden 
"I will ensure that his personal 
safety is fully guaranteed during his 
stay in Seoul I will extend all possible 
cooperation to him if he wishes to 
travel to any place of his choice in 
order to take a first-hand look at the 
actual situation in Seoul, other cities, 
or rural areas 

"I also want to make it clear that I 
am prepared at any time, to visit north 
Korea if he invites me on the same 
terms as I offer." 

The President's proposal is also 
aimed at preventing recurrence of 
tragic, fratricidal war between the 
Republic of Korea and north Korea. 
Due to either misinformation about or 
misunderstanding of the situation in 
the South, Kim ll-Sung still anticipates 
a "South Korean revolution," and con¬ 
tinues to send espionage agents to 
promote it This has heightened ten¬ 
sions in a highly-charged atmosphere, 
taking both the sides to the brink of 
war. 


A mass prayer for unification of the fatherland at 
a Buddhist Lantern ceremony held at Aekibong 
hill near the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 





If Kim ll-Sung accepts this proposal, 
it may give him the opportunity to see 
the real situation in the South with his 
own eyes. He will realize that this is 
not a country to be upset by accusa¬ 
tions, propaganda, agitation or espion¬ 
age agents. That realisation may pre¬ 
vent the recurrence of fratricidal war. 

The President's proposal was im¬ 
mediately followed up by the Minister 
of National Unification, Mr Bum Suk 
Lee. with an invitation to the Pyon¬ 
gyang authorities to establish contact 
to discuss concrete procedures for 
the highest level meeting. 

"The contacts shall be attended by 
three representatives and a few atten¬ 
dants from each side, carrying creden¬ 
tials signed by the respective highest 
authorities. The site of the contacts 
can be Panmunjorn or Seoul and 
Pyongyang," Mr Lee proposed. 

Urging the north Korean authorities 
to accept the proposal at an earl> 
date, Mr Lee said "We believe that 
the sooner the contacts (are made) 
the better." He noted that Seoul was 
"convinced that all the problems 
pending between the South and North 
can be solved if only the highest 
authorities of the South and North 
Korea realize the proposed mutual 
visits and strive with patience to 
reduce their differences of opinion " 

Previous attempts to conduct a 
South-North dialogue in various chan¬ 
nels were unsuccessful because 
mutual trust was lacking The few 
agreements actually reached were "in 
principle" only, and were not backed 
by the will to translate them into 
action. Thus the dialogue not only 
failed to improve South-North rela¬ 
tions. but actually abetted a war of 
words 

The territorial division of Korea has 
persisted for 36 years, matching the 
length of Japanese colonial rule. It is 
the consequent sense of historic 
urgency, and the constitutional man¬ 
date given to the President of the 
Republic of Korea to seek peaceful 
unification, that prompted President 
Chun’s decision to take a personal 
hand in fostering mutual trust. 

Accordingly, the Government will 
continue to concentrate on restoring 
mutual t^t through concrete accom¬ 
plishments This dramatic proposal 



Unification Minister Bum Suk Lee. 


underscores the consistent position 
of the Republic of Korea that without 
first restoring trust, attempts to im¬ 
prove South-North relations would be 
futile, and any quest for peaceful 
unification meaningless 

The examples of normalised rela¬ 
tions between East and West Ger 
many, and Egypt and Israel, demons¬ 
trate that regardless of how deep the 
disputes may be, a dramatic break¬ 
through can result from the mutual 
trust created by an exchage of visits 
between the highest authorities. Such 
an exchange of visits between South 
and North would obviously entail a 
summit in one form or another In 
addition, South-North contacts would 
be necessary to arrange the visits 
Thus even the simple mechanics of 
such an exchange would automatical¬ 
ly mean the resumption of a dialogue. 

Regardless of north Korea's res¬ 
ponse to the President's invitation, 
the Republic of Korea will keep open 
its end of the South-North Red Cross 
Conference and the South-North 
Coordinating Committee channels of 
dialogue It will continue to honor the 
July 4 (1972) Joint Communique. The 
Republic of Korea will not object to a 
constructive proposal from Pyongy¬ 
ang A South-North Prime Ministers' 
conference, for example, can be held 
at any time once north Korea re¬ 
sponds positively. 

The Minister of National Unification, 
Mr Bum Suk Lee, explained the Gov¬ 
ernment's Unification policy, the re¬ 
lated problems and the background of 


the entire issue in an interview with 
The Korea Hearld. The Republic of 
Korea's basic approach to the task 
was beautifully summed up by Minis¬ 
ter Lee when he said he did not wish 
to use the word 'strategy' in connec¬ 
tion with the unification matter and 
wished to call it 'policy' instead. 

Explaining that the Republic of 
Korea had made its best efforts, 
based on 'logic and justice' to bring 
north Korea back to the conference 
table, he said, "it is not for us to seek 
new ways and means to rectify the 
situation Rather, it is north Korea that 
must change their unreasonable and 
negative attitude. I always welcome 
any new idea from any source at any 
time." 

The Minister also recalled the 
"three basic principles of peaceful 
unification" 

"First, the ROK and north Korea 
should mutually strive to create under¬ 
standing and trust and consolidate 
peace. We laid out this principle be¬ 
cause we believe that misunderstand¬ 
ings caused by long periods of separa¬ 
tion and a lack of contacts could lead 
us to a tragic situation 

"Along with our efforts to create 
goodwill between the ROK and north 
Korea, we also must try to find all 
possible ways and means to prevent 
war In this connection, you may recall 
that we have proposed that north 
Korea come to the conference table to 
discuss a "non-aggression treaty" 
Consolidation of peace in the Korean 
peninsula is more important than any¬ 
thing else. 

"Our second principle is exchange 
of personnel and cooperation in eco¬ 
nomic, cultural and all other fields of 
social life between the ROK and north 
Korea. 

"The third and last principle is to 
take the necessary steps toward final 
unification through free and democra¬ 
tic elections throughout the Korean 
peninsula. We strongly believe that it 
is the people who decide the nature of 
the government by expressing their 
will through fair and free elections; 
and, again, I see no reason to change 
our basic principles for peaceful un¬ 
ification." 

Drawing a comparison to the Ger¬ 
man situation he said. 
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"Unification Road", reads the sign on the monument on the north bound road from Seoul to 
Panmun/om to symbolize the ardent desire of the Korean people for the unification of their 
country 


"I hope, basically, that the West 
German unification policy is similar to 
ours insofar as unification of divided 
Germany should be achieved by 
peaceful means and through a general 
election involving all Germans; but 
there is the fundamental difference 
between Korea and Germany: West 
Germany faces no threat of invasion 
by East Germany while we face con¬ 
stant threat of aggression from north 
Korea. North Korea is constantly send¬ 
ing spies, saboteurs and assassins to 
the ROK to create disturbances and to 
build so-called "Communist revolu¬ 
tionary forces" in the ROK. 

Replying to a question on north 
Korea's proposal to establish the so- 
called "Koryo democratic confedera¬ 
tion republic," Minister Lee said: 

"It is not the first time that north 
Korea proposed so-called "Confedera¬ 
tion Republic" between the ROK and 
north Korea. Only a few people re¬ 
member that the proposal of the 
confederation by north Korea first 
took place in 1945. Since then, north 
Korea's proposal to establish con¬ 
federation between the ROK and 
north Korea was officially tabled 61 
times in the past 30 years. 

"When you review the Communist 
strategy in connection with the pro¬ 
posals of "confederation", "federa¬ 
tion", "commonwealth", "coalition". 


and "collaboration", you come up 
with the conclusion that the basic 
purpose of all these words is the 
same. For example when Chinese 
Communists achieved their coalition 
with Chiang Kai-shek’s army in 1924 
and 1937, they used the word 'coali¬ 
tion ' 

"Later, in 1945, Mao Tse-tung prop¬ 
osed to Chaing Kai-shek to establish a 
confederation of China, and what hap¬ 
pened later, I do not have to explain 

"Let us take the case of Vietnam. 

"Ho Chi Minh proposed to the 
Saigon government to establish "na¬ 
tional democratic coalition govern¬ 
ment". In 1963, Ho changed this to 
"national federal government." They 
proposed again, on May 8, 1969, to 
establish a "federal government" be¬ 
tween South and North Vietnam and 
six years later, South Vietnam col¬ 
lapsed. In other words, the north 
Korean proposal to establish "con¬ 
federation" is not a worthwhile prop¬ 
osal to study 

"I can go on to the historical back¬ 
ground and the reasons why the north 
Koreans have been tabling this "con¬ 
federation" proposal, but I think it 
would be a waste of time. Particularly, 
as Minister of Unification, I should not 
indulge myself in such unnecessary 
arguments." 

Minister Lee reminded the inter¬ 


viewer of the three conditions set 
forth by north Korea on October 10, 
1980: 

"First: They will not deal with the 
present government on any matter. 
They will only engage in talks when a 
new democratic government is estab¬ 
lished in the ROK. 

"Second: They demand that we 
abolish our Anti-Communist Law and 
National Security Law. 

"Third: They demand withdrawal of 
the American troops from Korea. 

"Only after these three conditions 
are met, would they come to the 
conference table. How can we accept 
this 7 The interpretation of their three 
conditions would be: 

"First: That the Communist form of 
government should be established in 
the ROK through proletariat revolu¬ 
tion. 

"Second. That we must permit all 
kinds of Communist revolutionary 
movements in our country, and all 
those spies and saboteurs sent by 
north Korea can launch their activities 
openly and legally. 

"Third Reduce our defense capabi¬ 
lities so that they can easily take us 
over 

"I personally admire their guts to 
table such conditions. No one nor any 
country in the world can set such 
conditions to any counterpart if they 
seriously wish to solve the problem 
through negotiations. 

"Let us suppose that the United 
States were to propose negotiation 
with the Soviet Union to relax the 
tensions between the two countries, 
and the US government demanded 
the Soviet Union that she would only 
deal with them when the Brezhnev 
government falls and free democratic 
capitalist government forms in the 
Soviet Union, and asked the Soviet 
Union to abolish all the laws dealing 
with freedom fighters and, asked the 
Soviet Union to take 10 per cent of 
their most sophisticated military 
forces 7,000 miles out of the Soviet 
territory. What would be Brezhnev's 
reaction? 

"In other words, north Korea is not 
ye't sincerely hoping to solve the 
problems between the ROK and north 
Korea peacefully, logically, and 
reasonably through diplomatic nego¬ 
tiations. 
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INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 


AMBASSADOR KIM TAKES CHARGE 


The new Ambassador of the Republic of Korea, Mr. 
Chung Tai Kim, presented the Letter of Credence 
to President Neelam Sanjiva Reddy of India in New 
Delhi on January 5, 1981. The following are 
excerpts from the speeches of Ambssador Kim and 
President Reddy: 
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Ambassador Kim: 

I feel deeply pleased to convey to 
Your Excellency the cordial greetings 
from my President and the feeling of 
friendship of the Korean people to* 
wards the people of India together 
with the willingness of my Govern¬ 
ment to develop and reinforce the 
links already existing between our 
two countries 

Upon assuming my important 
assignment, I am really moved to note 
that the India-Korea contact was 
made from olden times From our 
side, as early as the eighth century, a 
Korean monk Hecho visited India 
overcoming the challenge of distance 
He wrote a travelogue entitled "Notes 
on the Five Regions of India," and 
gave an impetus to further ex¬ 
changes, most important of those 
being visits of Buddhist monks It is 
gratifying to note that a close and 
traditional cultural links have been 
maintained between India and Korea 
which enriched our culture and served 
as the basis of our intimate relation¬ 
ship 

Cultural tie is not the only field in 
which our mutual relationship has 
been happily developed Today, we 
are pleased to note the steady growth 
of trade and economic cooperation 
between our two countries The Re¬ 
public of Korea will continue to value 
highly the expansion of our relations in 
this field and will make its best effort 
in materialising the great potentials 
we have 

The Korean people remember with 
deep appreciation the invaluable 
assistance given to us by the Govern¬ 
ment and the people of India in the 
post-war years and particularly in con¬ 
nection with the Korean Conflict. 
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Friendly understanding by the great 
peace-loving country of India for our 
cause of peace and peaceful reunifica¬ 
tion of the country has been and will 
continue to be a source of inspiration 
to the people of the Republic of Korea. 

In conclusion, may I assure Your 
Excellency that, as Korean Ambassa¬ 
dor to the Republic of India, and 
having unswerving faith in the abiding 
friendship between our two Republic, 

I shall devote my most diligent efforts 
in fulfilling all the responsibilities en¬ 
trusted to me and to promote even 
closer and fruitful relations and 
cooperation It would be a great hon¬ 



A MUTUAL PLEDGE OF 


our if, m fulfilling this task, I should be 
able to benefit from the eminent wis¬ 
dom and benevolence of Your Excel 
lency as well as from the kind and 
generous assistance and guidance 
from the Government of India 


President Reddy: 

I T gives me great pleasure to wel¬ 
come you to India. 

As you have rightly pointed out, 
links between India and Korea date 
back to ancient times, almost two 
thousand years ago when the 
teachings of the Buddha reached 
Korea. Today relations between our 
two countries are marked by cordial¬ 
ity, goodwill and a desire to streng¬ 
then them further in all fields for the 
benefit of our peoples. 

India's association with the ques¬ 
tion of Korea dates back to its very 
origin. We are conscious of the fact 
that the people of Korea, whether 


belonging to its northern or southern 
part, passionately desire its unifica¬ 
tion. India stands for the peaceful 
reunification of Korea through bilateral 
negotiations between the two parts of 
Korea without any outside interfer¬ 
ence. We sincerely wish that the 
people of Korea will be able to realise 
their cherished dream of a unified 
country. 

The Government and people of 
India are today engaged in the gigantic 
task of promoting economic develop¬ 
ment and attaining social justice. We 
have made significant progress in this 
direction and feel confident that we 
would be able to overcome all hurdles 
and succeed in achieving our objec¬ 
tives. 

The Government of India are de¬ 
sirous of further strengthening the 
existing relations and cooperation be¬ 
tween our two countries. We are 
confident that the present extensive 
contacts between the Governments 
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Ambassador Chunq Tat 
Kim presenting the Let 
ter of Credence to Pres¬ 
ident Sonpva Reddy of 
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and peoples of our two countries 
would serve as a firm base for further 
increase in mutual understanding. 

Before concluding, I thank you. Ex¬ 
cellency, for conveying to me the cor¬ 
dial greetings of His Excellency the 
President of the Republic of Korea and 
the feelings of friendship of the peo¬ 
ple of your country towards the peo¬ 
ple of India. On behalf of the Govern¬ 
ment and people of India, I sincerely 
reciprocate these sentiments and re¬ 
quest you to convey our warm greet¬ 
ings and best wishes to His Excellen¬ 
cy the President, and through him to 
the Government and people of the 
Republic of Korea. 

I wish you a comfortable stay in 
India and success in your assignment. 

I assure you that you will receive the 
utmost cooperation and assistance of 
the Government of India in your en¬ 
deavours to strengthen further the 
existing bonds of friendship between 
our two countries and peoples. 


India in New Delhi on 
January 5 



A Profile of 
Ambassador Kim 

A MBASSADOR Chung-Tai Kim took over as 
the new envoy of the Republic of Korea in 
New Delhi amidst exchange of pleasantries 
of Happy New Year. A highly successful diplomat. 
Ambassador Kim is known for his soft-spoken and 
sociable nature and resoluteness of purpose, 
marked by sincerity and hard work. 

Ambassador Kim, 54, joined the Korean Foreign 
Service in 1955 after serving the army for five years 
as an officer. As a diplomat overseas, he served in 
Japan during 1960-63 and 1966-68. He was Consul 
General in Chicago, USA, during 1971-73, and 
Ambassador to Portugal during 1977-80, from 
where he came to India in December 1980 to take 
charge of his assignment in this great country. 

At home, he rose to the post of Assistant 
Minister in 1973 for Economic Affairs and then for 
Political Affairs until 1977, having worked as 
Director of the North East Asia Division during 
1963-66 and Director General of Asian Affairs 
Bureau during 1968-71. 

Bom on May 2,1926, as the eldest son in the 
family of five children. Ambassador Kim was the 
model of the neighbourhood for his earnestness 
and sincerity in serving his parents, who are now 
deceased. 

He graduated from the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, Seoul National University, in 1949, 
majoring political science. As he commenced his 
advanced studies, the fateful Korean War broke 
out, and he readily responded to the call of the 
nation's precious defence and joined the army. 

He is the father of two boys and one girl, with 
the eldest son presently serving the Korean army. 
The daughter is studying in the United States and 
the youngest son in Korea. 

Ambassador Kim enjoys playing golf and 
listening to music for leisure. He likes to meet 
people from different strata of society and all 
walks of life. 

Korea has always given much importance to 
assignment of Ambassadors to India. Ambassador 
Kim's predecessor, Mr Bum Suk Lee, is currently in 
charge of Korea's Unification Ministry. Talking to 
Indian Ambassador Paranjpai in Seoul in October, 
Foreign Minister Shin Yong Lho stated- "The 
Government has decided to appoint a very senior 
diplomat as Ambassador to India ." And so we have 
Ambassador Kim! 

Korean News wishes Ambassador Kim a most 
successful assignment in India and a memorable 
period for further expansion of friendship and 
cooperation between India and Korea in all fields, 
which he cherishes most. 


—Editor 




Korean Girl Hoopsters 
Regale New Delhi 

By R. Sri man 

Vice President, Asian Sports Journalists' Federation 


K OREAN sportsmen and women 
have always created an excel 
lent impression on the minds of 
Indian sportslovers A bank team from 
Seoul had endeared themselves to 
Delhi's football fans. The recent visit 
of the Korean national women's bas¬ 
ketball team to Delhi on their way 
home from Senegal further streng- 
thened the hands of friendship be¬ 
tween the two countries 
The Korean women enjoy a high 
rating in Asian women's basketball 
They have won the championship six 
times. Only last year, the Korean girls 
reestablished their supremacy with a 
victory over China by 101 points to 68 
Remembering also that China had lost 
to the Koreans at the last Asian 
Games held at Bangkok, the status of 
the Korean hoopsters is imposing. 

It was only to be expected that such 
talented performers would outclass 
any Indian opposition. Especially, 
when the teams pitted against the 
visitors were only a North Zone selec¬ 
tion, although they comprised five 
India players, it was not surprising that 
the Koreans ran away victors by big 
margins on both the days they played. 
On the first day, January 3, the Ko¬ 
reans won 108-29 and on the second, 
103-55. 


To connoisseurs of basketball it 
was a treat to watch the Korean girls, 
who excelled in all the fundamental 
traits of the game They feigned and 
faked superbly They adopted the 
well-known Diamond system to per¬ 
fection, combining the latest techni¬ 
que of catch one each with the 
lone schemer ever on the look-out for 
openings. 

What struck one most was the 
disciplined and devoted manner in 
which the Korean girls played. This, 
truly, is the hallmark of a team game. 
The manner in which the Korean girls 
conformed faithfully to the strategy 
chalked out by their coach was an 
object lesson Each individual de¬ 
velops his or her own style and it is 
not easy to adapt oneself to any plan 
imposed by another, unless you have 
both the skill and discipline to do so 
The Korean girls demonstrated this 
virtue in abundance on both days 
The girls are tall and sturdy with an 
average height of five feet ten inches. 
But an exception was Ra In Suk, who 
was shorter than others, but made up 
for her lack of inches with her clever 
scheming She was really the brain 
behind the Korean moves. She cre¬ 
ated all the openings for Kim Bok 
Soon and Lee Joung Woo to score. 



Korean National Women's Basketball Team 
captain Kim Mi-Sunq being greeted by Noithcin 
India team captain 


Kim Bok Soon, tall and well built, 
excelled in lay-up and jump shots On 
the first day she was the top scorer 
with 31 Lee Joung Woo scored 16 
points. 

On the second day, the North Zone 
team again lost. Actually, a Delhi side 
was to have played the Koreans But 
realising the plight of even a North 
Zone team the previous day and fear¬ 
ing that a Delhi team might destroy 
any little playing pleasure for the 
visitors, the local organisers wisely 
pitted the zone team again The Indi¬ 
ans put up a better show this time and 
though they lost by a high margin, 
they prompted a Korean coach to say 
that in technique and skill, Indians 
were not far behind the Koreans, but 

Koreans’ Visit 

T HE goodwill visit of the Korean 
National Women's Basketball 
Team during the first week of 
January would remain fresh in the 
memory of many basketball fans in 
India for a long time. The Koreans, 
champions of the Asian Basketball 
Confederation six out of the eight 
times the games wrfte held, and 
world championship runners-up in 
1979 to the USA, stopped over in 
New Delhi for five days to play two 
goodwill matches while on their 
way home from a visit to Senegal. 

Indian newspapers gave wide 
coverage to the visit and 
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they lacked stamina and the will to 
fight. The Indian coaches and officials 
present learnt a lot during the two 
days. 

On the second day an interested 
spectator was the Minister of State 
for Commerce, Mr Khurshid Alam 
Khan, who gave away the prizes at the 
request of Mr Kee Bock Shin, Charge 
*cT Affaires of the Korean Embassy. 

Indian basketball officials were all 
praise for the Koreans and acknow¬ 
ledged their indebtedness to the visi¬ 
tors for making the stop-over at Delhi 
It was felt by all that it is visits like this 
that enabled any country to improve 
its standards and not by sending weak 
teams to fierce international competi¬ 
tions where one gets demoralised 

The visit of the Korean girls also 
gave an opportunity to the sports 
Press corps of India's capital to have a 
glimpse of the last World Champion 
ships held at Seoul when a film of the 
historic event was screened It was 
for the first time that an Asian country 
was staging a world women's basket¬ 
ball championship. 

Sports journalists present also had 
an idea of the fantastic facilities and 
equipment available at Seoul, which 
has, truly, readymade facilities to 
stage any international event Most of 
us felt that the next Asian Games, to 
be held in 1986, is already Seoul's for 
the asking Nowhere else in Asia, 
except perhaps in Japan, are such 
sophisticated facilities readily avail¬ 
able for the conduct of an international 

event The Korean National Women's Basketball Team in action at the Delhi Public S\ hool grounds 



a Lesson For Indian Girls,Say Indian Newspapers 


particularly noted the'superiority of 
the Korean girls' technique, 
strategy and stamina. They 
highlighted the fact that the Indian 
girls could take an object lesson 
from the Koreans. 

"Korea holds an enviable 
position in the women's basketball 
realm," noted The Hindustan 
Times, New Delhi. 

The Times of India noted "the 
vast expertise and resources at the 
disposal of the Koreans for efficient 
sports promotion." 

About the games they played in 
India, The Patriot noted: "The 


visitors dished out a neat and 
heart-warming display of 
chess-board game." 

The Indian Express noted: 
"Excelling in feigning and faking 
and superb distribution, the Korean 
girls were accurate in passing and 
shooting. Revelling in 
player-to-player sturdy defence, 
they were much swifter on the ball. 
They scored at will. Were they 
more determined, they might as 
well have reached a 150 mark: such 
was their dominance." 

"The home team," it added, "in 
comparison were a bunch of 


'novices'....(who) attired as poorly 
as they played, gasped for their 
breath!" 

The Hindustan Times hoped: 
"Though badly beaten, the home 
side must have learnt quite a few 
lessons from the Koreans." 

The Indian newspapers and 
basketball organisers were 
unanimous in their opinion that the 
Koreans' visit was very rewarding 
for Indian women's basketball. 
They hoped more such visits would 
take place in future. 
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5000 

YEARS OF 
KOREAN 
ART 


1. Meditating Majtreya, a figure in gilted bronze dating from 
the early seventh century A.D. ranks among the finest 
Buddhist sculptures in the Far East Height 90 cm 

2. Gold ornament from the crown of King Muryong of 
Kongju. 6th century A.D. 

3. “Party by the Lotus Pond" in ink and colours on paper, 
was drawn by Sin Yun-Bok (1758-?} 

4. This 12th century celadon vase with inlaid crane and cloud 
motifs displays the famed "secret colour” of the Koryo 
dynasty (A.D. 918-1392} potters. 

5. The seated Gold Buddha from Kuhwang-m. Early United 
Silla period, seventh century. Height 12.2 cm. 

6. Ash-glazed stoneware vessel in the shape of a warrior on 
horseback from the Gold Bell Tomb, Kyongju, dating back to 
the fifth to sixth century A.D. Height 23.5 cm. 








KOREA’S ART TREASURE TOURS U.S. 


T HE largest loan exhibition of Ko¬ 
rean art ever to be shown in the 
United States opened in the first 
week of January at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York in the 
course of its visit to eight American 
museums 

More than 350 objects ranging from 
comb pattern pottery dating to 4000 
BC to paintings of the 1950s on 
paper panels have been installed in 
chronological order in three vast gal¬ 
leries. Emphasis is on easy access to 
the artifacts by the large number of 
visitors expected before the show 
closes on March 15 
One aspect of the show that makes 
it particularly interesting to American 
scholars and art lovers is that many of 
the most glamorous objects from the 
Three Kingdoms period (5th and 6th 
centuries A D ) were excavated from 
royal mound tombs at Kyongju and 
Kongju in the past 10 years. These 
include gold and jade crowns, girdles, 
caps, necklaces, earrings and other 
ornaments'from the Silla and Paekche 
kingdoms 

Korean experts in New York ex¬ 
plained that scientific archaeology on 
a large scale did not get under way in 
Korea until 1971, although the 
Japanese conducted several digs dur¬ 
ing their occupation of the country 
from 1910 to 1945 They said many 
tombs, sources of the most fiagile 
archaeological material, await excava¬ 
tion 

Pottery produced by Silla potters is 
among the highlights of the show, 
including jars and jar stands of bold, 
even monumental design, and more 
delicate vessels in the shapes of 
animals, birds, boats and carts This 
talent for pottery presaged the de¬ 
velopment of glazed ceramics in the 
Koryo dynasty of the 10th to 14th 
centuries, especially the celadon 
green wares so admired by the 
Chinese of the period and later by 
European and American collectors.* 
Buddhism was introduced to Korea 
in the 4th century and provided a 
whole new subject matter for its art, 
including the large stone and cast iron 
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5000 Years of Korean Art, on tour 
of the U.S. from May 1979, is on 
view till March 15, 1981 at the 
New York Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, after exhibitions in five 
cities. At its next venue the wil¬ 
liam Rockhill-Nelson Gallery, 
Kansas City, the exhibition will 
stay for two months from April 
17 to June 14, 1981, before it 
finally goes to the National 
Museum of Man, Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, D.C., for 
two months from July 15 to 
Sept. 15, 1981. 

Buddhas and smaller gilt bronze ones 
in this show The finest object in the 
exhibition is an elegant bronze seated 
Maitreya, or Buddha of the future, one 
of the treasures of the National 
Museum in Seoul 



Objects in the exhibition are on loan 
from several national museums, uni¬ 
versity museums, and a few private 
collections. They will be returned to 
Korea late this year after display at the 
William Rockhill Nelson Gallery in Kan¬ 
sas City and the National Museum of 
Natural History, Washington, D C. The 
show already has visited San Francis¬ 
co, Seattle. Chicago, Cleveland and 
Boston. 

Korean Minister of Culture and In¬ 
formation Lee Kwang Pyo who visited 
New York for the opening of the 
exhibition said 

"Geographically. Korea has been 
surrounded by the world powers and 
in such a situation she always sought 
to remain a zone of peace between 
them throughout her history." 

At a luncheon he hosted at the 
Stanhope Hotel for the members of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Lee 


said that this pursuit of peace by the 
Korean people and the spirit of inde¬ 
pendence they maintained under the 
circumstances substantially affected 
the development of the Korean cul ¬ 
ture and art 

"I am happy," he said, " to learn 
that the American people take a great 
deal of interest in the exhibition of 
Korean art and to see the journalists 
covering the event with a deep under¬ 
standing of Korean art. I am sure that 
this understanding of Korean art by 
the American people makes happy 
everyone who took part in the prepa¬ 
ration of the exhibition " 

Lee said that the American spon¬ 
sors will be happy because they are 
successfully introducing the hitherto 
little known Korean tradition of art to 
their people For the Koreans, he said, 
the sense of satisfaction will .derive 
from their realization that their long 
tradition of arts and crafts is favorably 
received by the American people. 

In a separate development earlier, 
he attended a reception hosted in his 
honor by Douglas Dillon, chairman of 
the board of trustees of the Metropoli¬ 
tan Museum of Art 
In an address to this meeting, Lee 
§s«nd i fiat the exhibition was a mile 
stone which honored the long tradition 
of Korean American friendship at this 
time when the two countries are 
preparing to celebrate the 100th year 
of their diplomatic opening in 1882. 

Then he said that the 354 Korean art 
objects were the result of the Korean 
people's efforts, vision and dreams 
spanning hundreds of generations. 

The host, who formerly was U.S. 
Secretary of the Treasury, said that 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art was 
proud to have the opportunity to 
introduce Korean art to the American 
people and expressed bis gratitude to 
the Republic of Korea's government 
for the opportunity it provided. 

An estimated total of 60 disting¬ 
uished personalities attended the 
function. Among them was Dr. Rene- 
Yvon Lefebvre d'Argence, director 
and chief curator of the Asian Art 
Museum of San Francisco. 



YEAR OF THE COCK 


Korean 
tradition 
glorifies 
the chicken 



T HE early morning cock-a doodle- 
doo that woke up the people this 
year had a special significance for 
the Korean people It ushered in 1981, 
the Year of the Cock, the tenth of the 
twelve Oriental zodiacal signs 
In Korea, the cock is a symbol of 
vitality, obstinacy, and punctuality Vit¬ 
ality is attributed to the rooster for its 
incredible potency and inveterate be¬ 
lief in the merit of polygamy, obstina¬ 
cy for its die-hard spirit during a 
cock-fight, and punctuality for its abil¬ 
ity to crow and wake people up 
exactly at the same time every 
morning 

However, in Korea the cock is also 
considered a bird of peace because, 
historically, there has never been any 
war in the Year of the Cock On the 
contrary, the different years of the 
Cock throughout Korean history are 
marked with flourishing arts and cul¬ 
ture 

Originally, the Hanja character 
("Yu") did not mean the cock but 
wine. It acquired the additional mean¬ 
ing of the cock by virtue of a thought¬ 
ful ancient emperor of China over 
3,000 years ago, according to histo¬ 
rians. 

The King was mindful of the inability 
of the commoners to read the difficult 
Hanja characters when they were 
used in describing the different calen¬ 


dar changes He finally added an 
animal symbol to each of the 12 
different calendar names 
There are many folk tales and his¬ 
torical incidents related to the cock 
One of them is the Kyerim, or The 
Chicken Forest, contained in the Sam- 
guk Sagi (The Historical Records of 
the Three Kingdoms) This story con¬ 
cerns the origin of the Kim clan in 
Korea, which accounts for 22 per cent 
of the total population of Korea today 
King Talhae of the Silla Kingdom 
one day in March saw a column of fire 
rising into the sky from a nearby forest 
in the tenth year of his reign (57 80) 
The King sent Lord Ho to investigate' 
On arrival at the forest. Lord Ho was 
surprised to find the area covered by 
an orange and golden cloud To his 
astonishment, there was a square 
golden box hanging from the branch 
of a tall tree Presently a majestic 
white rooster appeared under the tree 
and cried cock-a doodle-doo 
Lord Ho reported to the King con¬ 
cerning his encounter, whereupon the 
King ordered a procession prepared 
and personally visited the forest The 
glittering box was brought down from 
the tree and opened There was a fine 
baby boy in the box "My", exclaimed 
the King, "this is a gift from Heaven 
and I think I will have him succeed to 
my throne." 


The King named the boy Al-ji and 
gave him a new surname "Kim", 
meaning "gold", after the glittering 
gold box The King then renamed the 
forest "Kyerim" meaning "The Chick¬ 
en Forest." 

Another historical tale concerning 
the cock in Korea is the "Kyemyon- 
gam" or "The Rooster-Cry Rock", 
which originated in Tongnae near 
Pusan 

Great Buddhist Priest Uisang Taesa 
during the rule of Silla Kingdom's 
Queen Sondok (632 647) was looking 
for a building site for a large Buddhist 
temple for the spiritual salvation of the 
people As he was unable to find any 
fitting site, he began a long prayer to 
the Great Buddha for assistance On 
the seventh day of his prayer, Uisang 
Taesa heard mysterious rooster crow- 
ings coming from over the hill 

The famed Buddhist priest went 
over the hill to learn where the sound 
was coming from No sooner had the 
priest arrived at the summit of the hill 
than he saw a rooster crowing on top 
of a rock 

The bird then flew away into the 
heaven The priest went to the rock 
and observed the surroundings There 
was a good site near the rock so he 
had his Buddhist temple built there 
This temple today is called "Pomo-sa" 
and the rock is called "The Rooster- 
Cry Rock" from the incident 

It is believed that the chicken came 
to Korea about 14 centuries before 
Christ via mainland China It was 
raised for a number of different 
reasons The foremost reason was to 
use it in cock-fights, the second 
reason to have it tell time, and the 
third reason to use it as food. The 
chicken was also used for various 
other purposes and they included 
sacrificial offerings in shaman rites 

i a 



On this page are twelve zodiac relief images at an ancient tomb in Kyongju Above from left arc 
monkey , chicken , dog, pig, rat, and cow Below, tiger , rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, and sheep 






TOURISM 



The 400-metre Namsan tower, a landmark of 
the Capital, from which a grandstand view of 
the sprawling metropolis is available 
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SEOUL 
the hub 
of Korea 

S EOUL, Korea's capital city of eight 
million people, is the centre of the 
nation's cultural, political and 
financial life It is an exhilarating city, 
booming with modern construction 
activity, crowded markets and traffic 
The long urban valley it occupies is 
shadowed to the south by the famous 
Mount Nam san, below which flows 
the mighty Hangang en route to 
Korea’s west coast and the Yellow 
Sea 

Established a hundred years before 
Columbus discovered the Americas, 
Seoul is an ancient city by world 
standards but, compared to the anti¬ 
quity of Korean history, Seoul is a 
relatively new city. 

Seoul, once the seat of kings, is 
now the hub of the entire nation Its 
rich ancient culture is readily accessi¬ 
ble to casual visitors. Seoul has al¬ 
ways been the centre for educational 
opportunities and aspiring men look¬ 
ing for professional preparation and 
leadership. 

Into Seoul's rich history, a heritage 
has been woven which is evidenced 
by the palaces, shrines and monu¬ 
ments still standing all over the city. 
For both the serious student of Ko¬ 
rean history and the casual visitor, 
there is in Seoul a wealth of know¬ 
ledge about Korea and its people. 
There are few cities in the world 
where the very new and the very old 
co-exist in perfect harmony as in 
Seoul. 

Of the many modern attractions of 
the city are: the Korea House, Nam¬ 
san Tower, the National Assembly 
building, Sejong Cultural Centre, Mod¬ 
ern Art Gallery, National Museum, 
Children’s Grand Park, Korea Exhibi¬ 
tion Centre, etc. 



Korea House located near the cen¬ 
tre of the city is an old-style Korean 
mansion which lends further insights 
into the beauty of Korean traditions 
and customs Free entertainment is 
provided here and one may even 
partake of an expertly-prepared Ko- 
rean-style meal 

Namsan Tower, opened to public in 
October last is a must see place for 
tourists The Tower that juts 480 
meters in to the sky is the second 
largest in the world, first being the 
537 meters Moscow Tower. Namsan 
Tower gives a sweeping view of 
Seoul and its surroundings. 

The Sejong Cultural Centre is the 
cradle of music, dance and drama 
The mam auditorium has a seating 
capacity of 4,200 and has an added 
attraction in a mammoth pipe organ 
with 8,098 pipes in 98 ranks and six 
mannuals 

In the National Museum situated in 
the grounds of Kyongbok Palace, a 
visitor can see priceless treasures of 
Korea's antiquity. It possesses more 
than 70,000 collections, comprising all 
fields, from prehistoric archaeological 
relics to paintings and pottery of the 
last century. 

The National Art Gallery situated in 
the Toksu Palace is a treasure house 
of many historical relics and works of 
art, which are on exhibition. 

Children's Grand Park is a dream 
land with educational and recreational 
facilities. 

For those with classical tastes, the 
National Theatre offers a variety of 
symphony concerts, operas and recit¬ 
als by local and visiting musicians. 
Traditional court music and dances are 
still performed at the National Insti¬ 
tute of" Classical Music on Namsan 





Seoul's special lure and charm are 
its palaces with traditionally classic 
architecture, representing a colourful 
history of more than 5000 years. The 
palaces are the most obvious sight¬ 
seeing attractions in the capital and 
fortunately all are conveniently lo¬ 
cated near the downtown centre. For 
a brief moment, a visitor may catch 
glimpses of Korea's heritage from the 
worn stone-paved paths, intricately 
patterned murals, and from the clay 
figures which sit on roof ridges in 
eternal vigilance, warding off evil. 

Toksu Palace, located just a few 
steps from the major hotels in the 
heart of the city, is one of the best 
preserved palaces of the Yi Dynasty. 
Some of the buildings have now been 
converted to house the National Art 
Gallery. 

Kyongbok Palace, located behind 
the Capitol Building, still stands in its 
original conditions. Paricularly photo¬ 
genic are the Royal Audience Hall and 
Kyonghoeru Pavilion and the ten- 
storey marble pagoda. Stroe pago¬ 
das, stone lamps and other cultural 
relics collected from all over the coun¬ 
try are kept in the courtyard of this 
palace. The National Museum is also 
situated on the grounds of this palace. 

The huge complex of many build¬ 
ings scattered within a walled com¬ 
pound built in 1404 is Changdok 
Palace. The last queen of the Yi 
Dynasty was in residence here until 
her death in 1965. Adjacent to this 
palace is the Secret Garden, a fairy¬ 
land of intertwining paths linking 
wooded slopes, lotus ponds and plea¬ 
sure pavilions, previously closed to 
public view and reserved for the 
palace women. Seasonal changes are 
mirrored in the laced ponds, while the 
fanciful pavilions continue to enthrall 
young and old. In the late Yi Dynasty 
period, entertainments held here fea¬ 
tured graceful dancers who would 
perform along the terraces and walls 
beside the pools. 

Another palace of tourist interest is 
the Changkyong Palace, which is 
known by the name of Changkyong- 
won noted for the zoo within the 
palace. The zoo, which was opened 
by King Sunjong 60 years ago, has a 
botanical garden and a museum. 



Kyongchonsa, the ten-storey marble pagoda in the grounds of Kyongbokkung palace 
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Seoul, City of Contrasts of the Old and New 



Seoul's rich 
heritage is evi¬ 
denced by the 
palaces^ shrines 
and monuments 
standing side 
by side the tall 
new buildings, 
weaving a per¬ 
fect harmony 
of the very new 
and the very 
old, as seen in 
the photo¬ 
graph on the 
left 



In a secluded garden in the heart of 
the city lies Chongmyo, housing the 
ancestral tablets of Yi Dynasty kings 
and their queens. It is here that one 
can visualise the pomp and ceremony 
of the Confucian style memorial ser¬ 
vices held five times yearly during the 
dynasty period. Recently the cere¬ 
monies have been revived and are 
re-enacted by descendants* of the Yi 
Dynasty Court family to keep alive the 
culture of this period. 

Seoul furnishes visitors with first- 
class hotel accommodations of inter¬ 
national standard. At present, 43 tour¬ 
ist hotels, ranging from deluxe to the 
modest, as well as numerous Korean- 
style hotels, called Yokwans, are avail¬ 
able to tourists all the time. Res¬ 
taurants of these hotels offer Korean, 
Western, Chinese and Japanese 
foods. Facilities for golf, water skiing, 
horse racing, skiing and bowling are 
available in the city. At night the 
flamboyant atmosphere at the night 
clubs, bars and beerhalls are a delight 
for all. English is spoken in shops, bars 
and restaurants. One may shop at the 
tax-free foreigners' commissary or na¬ 
tive handicraft shops. The famed Ko¬ 
rean herbal medicine ginseng is a 
must for a souvenir. 

In addition to the palaces, Seoul's 
landmarks include the historic gates 
and many temples.Standing in down¬ 
town Seoul is the Great South Gate 
built in 1932. It is designated as 
national treasure number one. The 
Great East Gate, built in 1394, was the 
principal gateway through the defen¬ 
sive wall which surrounded the city. 

On the outskirts of Seoul, about 40 
km to the south, is located the Korean 
Folk Village, a replica vividly depicting 
the daily life and times of the Yi 
Dynasty. 

Seoul's climate is temperate, mid¬ 
way between the continental and 
marine types. The rainy season and 
the hottest months are July and Au¬ 
gust, and the coldest months are 
December and January. The climate 
of Seoul is comparable to that of 
Boston and northern Itlay. 

The Sejong cultural centre in Seoul. 




Royal Banquet Hall of Yi Dynasty, Kyonghoe-ru Pavilion . 
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LIFE AND LORE 


BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 


W HILE the mores and practices 
related to conception and 
birth have a tradition of scien¬ 
tific validity (remember the cleanli¬ 
ness and care?—see Korean Nows 
December 1980) and superstition (the 
prohibitory ropes and evil spirits) 
which are not strictly followed by the 
modern-day Korean, the birthday is 
universally celebrated with pomp and 
gaiety throughout the land In this 
second instalment of our serialisation 
on the life and lore of the Korean 
people, we give you an account of the 
birthday celebrations of the people In 
fact, the celebrations begin with the 
100th day of the birth of the child, 
going on to the grand first birthday 
party thrown by the parents and to the 
fabulous 6Cth birthday celebration 
sponsored by the children to express 
their filial affection and piety for the 
parents 

The hundredth day after the birth of 
the child is celebrated with a small 
feast. This celebration is centred on 
the fact that the child has survived the 
most difficult period of its life. By this 
time the child has grown quite a bit 
and the mother has completely reco¬ 
vered from the labour of childbirth 
In fact, the day is not announced 
and the party not thrown if the child 
gets sick around the hundredth day 
Only then, it is believed, will the child 
live a long and happy life. 

On the hundredth day, the family, 
relatives, and neighbours gather and 
celebrate, feasting on rice cakes, wine 
and other delicacies In the morning, 
rice and soup are offered to the Holy 
Grandmother and then eaten by the 
child's mother. This is to apprise the 
Holy Grandmother of the child's hun¬ 
dredth day and give thanks from the 
mother and the family as a whole. The 
main delicacies on this occasion are 
steamed rice cakes and cakes made 
by cooking glutinous kaoliang in sea¬ 
soned water with red and black 
beans, then mixing them with honey 
or sugar. 
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If the steamed rice cakes are 
shared by a hundred people, the child 
is supposed to live long. So, the cakes 
are sent out to as many people as 
possible in the neighbourhood. The 
red bean cakes are placed one each in 
the four directions with the house as 
the centre; this arrangement is meant 
to prevent disaster and bring the child 
good luck and happiness. 

The hundredth day cakes are sent 
out. more often than not, to all fami¬ 
lies in the village to share the happi¬ 
ness of the occasion with as many 
people as possible. 

People who receive the hundredth 
day cakes do not return the vessels 
empty but with skein of thread, rice or 
money in them. A skein of thread 
expresses the hope for the longevity 
of the child because thread is long; 
and money and rice symbolize wealth 
that the child may acquire later 

People who are invited to the hun¬ 
dredth day party usually bring pre¬ 
sents such as skeins of thread, rings, 
clothes, etc 

The first birthday of the child is 
called tollal. The tolial party is much 
larger in scale and more people are 
invited. On this day the parents of the 
child are especially glad of the child's 
survival through its first year, this was 
especially so in the old days when 
infant mortality was high. 

On the first birthday, as on the 
hundredth day, rice and soup are 
offered to the Holy Grandmother first 
and then eaten by the mother. Various 
cakes, seasonal fruits, books and 
notebooks, brushes and Indian ink, 
needle, thread, and so on are arranged 
on the birthday table. 

The child is dressed in new clothes 
with the headgear in the style of the 
traditional unmarried youth; if it is a 
girl, the child is adorned with makeup. 

The child round its first birthday is 
able to stand up and toddle around to 
the amusement of the guests. 

The child is made to pick up some¬ 
thing from an array of objects placed 


before it and its future is surmised 
through the thing it picks up. If the 
child picks up a writing brush or book, 
it is thought he is destined to become 
a great calligrapher or scholar, money 
or rice means a wealthy man, # cakes or 
other food means a government of¬ 
ficial, a bow or a sword means a great 
military commander And if it picks up 
a skein of thread, it will live a long life. 
A sort of horoscope is thus drawn up 
beforehand by what it picks up first 
from its first birthday party table. 

The invitation of the guests, the 
exchange of gifts, and sending out of 
cakes and food on the first birthday 
bear the same significance as those of 
the hundredth day celebration. 

Although smaller in scale than the 
hundredth day or the first birthday 
parties of the child, the birthday celeb¬ 
ration of any member of the family 
calls for providing a quantity of food 
and wine and other delicacies. Some 
families whose son has distinguished 
himself in official promotion or in 
other fields, which the society at large 
might admire, may hold a larger party 
inviting many people on the birthday 
of the master of the household; but 


One's sixtieth birthday is cal¬ 
led hwangap. In the old days 
when knowledge of nutrition 
was scanty, a man who had 
lived 60 years was considered 
as having enjoyed a long life. 
So on his sixtieth birthday a 
great celebration with many 
guests was regarded as en¬ 
tirely in order. Sixtieth birth¬ 
day banquets arranged by 
one's children used to be a 
great, perhaps the greatest, 
party held by the family and a 
tremendous number of guests 
from far and near attended 
them. 



THE FIRST BIRTHDAY OF A BABY Due to the high infant mortality rate in olden times, children 
reaching then lust birthday used to be given a special ritualistic dinner The custom lingers even 
today, although infant mortality is no longer a concern lor parents 


generally it is an affair restricted to the 
family concerned. 

One's sixtieth birthday is called 
hwangap or hoegap. In the old days 
when medical science and the know¬ 
ledge of nutrition were scanty, a man 
who had lived 60 years was consi¬ 
dered as having enjoyed long life. 
So on his sixtieth birthday a great 
celebration with many guests was 
regarded as being entirely in order 
One's sixtieth birthday banquet is 
arranged by one’s children. To share 
the happiness stemming from the 
parental longevity and health, the 
sons celebrate and hold a great, 
perhaps the greatest, party held by 
the family, and invite a tremendous 
number of guests from far and near. 
When one unfortunately does not 
have a son, this party may not be held 
or it is celebrated with the scale 
drastically whittled down. 

The hwangap party celebrates the 
past happiness and, if there are many 
children, the family's future too As 
the day approaches, the man's sons 
and grandsons prepare the banquet 
by making a list of names and sending 
out invitation to the gathering 
This banquet may be held at home 
or a large restaurant which is given 
the responsibility of preparing the 
food needed. In the rural areas the 
party is generally held at home and in 
the cities at restaurants 
In case it is held at home, which is 
the general case, daughters and the 
daughters-in-law and relatives, plus 
women of the neighbourhood pitch in 
to help in the kitchen and lay out the 
birthday table. The guests— 

sometimes even uninvited—number 
many hundreds. The banquet, there¬ 
fore, requires a large amount of food 
and wine, a large area, a large number 
of utensils, and many helpers. In rural 
villages, they put out straw mats and 
canopies to accommodate the guests 
who cannot find space to sit in the 
rooms, and sometimes a neighbour's 
rooms may be rented for surplus 
guests. 

The centre of the sixtieth birthday 
banquet is of course the old couple 
who, dressed as though they were a 
young newly married couple, sit be¬ 
fore the main table upon which the 
cakes and fruits are piled up. The 
higher the pile on the table, the more 


sincere is the filial piety The guests 
are impressed by the splendid scene 
and the family is then satisfied 

With the parents sitting before the 
main banquet table, sons and daugh¬ 
ters in their order of age bow and offer 
wine to their proud parents. When the 
direct descendants have performed 
this ritual, younger brothers and their 
sons, that is, nephews, and then 
younger friends pay their respects 
before the honored persons of the 
day. All this while, traditional music 
accompanied by traditional instru¬ 
ments is played and the kisaeng (pro¬ 
fessional entertainers) sing hwonjuga 
(the song urging people to drink) 

At this time the grown sons and 
grandsons, to please their parents or 
grandparents, dress themselves up 
like small children and dance and sing. 
The idea is to behave like children to 
amuse their parents. 

The family members and relatives 
think up of various activities that are 
supposed to make the parents feel 
young, and then nonrelatives express 
their good wishes and sing and drink 
in a convivial atmosphere. 

The guests normally divide them¬ 
selves into smaller groups around 
wine tables, and the party goes on. In 
the old days, they would compete in 
composing instant poems to cele¬ 
brate the occasion. Then the guests 
may be allowed to present to the host 
their gifts and money as tokens of 


goodwill Goodwill permeates the 
whole atmosphere, and the party may 
go on for many days, consuming a 
tremendous amount of food, pigs, and 
even a cow or two. 

Thus the expenditure they sink into 
the sixtieth birthday banquet is so 
large that the family can hardly bear it 
unless they have saved over a long 
time They raise pigs and cows, buy 
up fabrics little by little, and save rice 
and other grains And a kye (a tradi¬ 
tional mutual aid society, in which the 
members collect funds to help mem¬ 
bers in trouble) may be organised in 
preparation for such an occasion 

The sixty-first birthday calls for 
another celebration, if smaller in scale. 
The years after one's sixtieth birthday 
have been regarded as extra years of 
one's life. But nowadays few people 
regard them as extra. The party for the 
sixty-first birthday is not very large, 
maybe a little larger than the ordinary 
birthday celebration But upon one's 
seventieth birthday, which is called 
kohi , literally meaning old and rare, a 
banquet is held whose scale is the 
same as that of the sixtieth birthday. 
And the sixtieth anniversary of one's 
marriage is also celebrated with great 
fanfare. In the old days, people mar¬ 
ried young, and when one got to 
about eighty years of age, he could 
celebrate his sixtieth wedding 
anniversary. This was regarded as a 
supremely happy occasion. 


25 



TEN YEARS OF AWARENESS 

The Story of Saemaul Movement 


I M Bong Son, a 28-year-old young 
Korean woman came to live at 
Moam-dong on the outskirts of Kim- 
chon in April 1976. Enterprising and 
intelligent, Im did not like to just 
remain at home and do only house¬ 
hold chores. So she decided to offer 
help to the house-wives in her village. 

At first, the village women were 
reluctant to accept advice on their 
household and social affairs from a 
stranger. In order to let the women 
get to know her better, Im started 
teaching them new recipes She told 
them how to prepare the latest dishes 
about which she had heard over the 
radio and read in the newspapers. 
Slowly she became so popular that 
many women brought their various 
problems to her. 

In February 1977, Im Bong Son 
attended lessons at the farmers' train¬ 


ing school at Chilgok and acquired 
some useful knowledge. On her re¬ 
turn to the village she formed a 
Saemaul club of the village women 
The club members collected rags and 
scrap and waste paper and sold it all 
for a sum of 300,000 won (Rs. 3,760). 
With the proceeds they set up a 
Saemaul Fund which helped the club 
to operate a coal briquette supply 
program that earned the club two 
million won (Rs 25,000) Today, the 
Saemaul club of Maom Dong has a 
bank of its own with a saving deposit 
of 3000 million won (about 4 Rs 
million) 

The Saemaul Undong or New Com¬ 
munity Movement in the Republic of 
Korea was launched ten years ago as 
a 'self-awakening' campaign in rural 
areas for better living According to 
Belgian sociologist P. Rozen, the 


Saemaul Movement is a typically Ko¬ 
rean conception relying on the coun¬ 
try's specific culture and tradition. 
Contrary to most integrated develop¬ 
ment programs based on theories and 
models, this movement started with¬ 
out any defined theoretical basis and 
has, over the decade, contributed 
greatly in advancement of the living 
standard of the people and in the 
country's socio-economic develop¬ 
ment. 

Figures of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs put the number of villages in 
the country at 34,871, of which there 
are now 3,000 model Saemaul Move¬ 
ment villages. So long, all the com¬ 
munities in the Republic were clas¬ 
sified as 'underdeveloped', 'develop¬ 
ing' and 'developed' under the New 
Community Movement. The villages 
are now reclassified into three groups, 
'developed', 'self managing' and 'wel¬ 
fare' villages, depending on the de¬ 
gree of development. The Ministry of 
Home Affairs has placed an estimated 
97 per cent of the nation's total 
communities under the 'developed' 
category. The government aims to 
elevate all the urban and rural com¬ 
munities in the country to the status 
of 'welfare' villages by 1986. 

The nation marked the 10th anniver¬ 
sary of the Saemaul Movement by a 
Saemaul leaders' rally attended by 
President Chun Doo Hwan and over 
12,000 delegates held at Chamsil 
Gymnasium in Seoul in the first half of 
December, 1980. At the ceremony, 
466 promoters of the Saemaul move¬ 
ment were presented with govern¬ 
ment medals and citations. Two hun¬ 
dred others who contributed greatly 
to increasing rice and other cereal 
harvests also received awards. During 

Training is the impetus behind Saemaul 
projects. It instills the spirit of the move¬ 
ment into the minds of the villagers and 
instructs them in ways to raise their 
income and upgrade skills and craft¬ 
smanship. In the picture, young volun¬ 
teers, wearing Saemaul caps, learn build¬ 
ing construction techniques at a farming 
school. 
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the rally, two million won (Rs 25,000) 
was granted by the government to 
each of the Saemaul Movement vil¬ 
lages in the country. 

Speaking on the occasion. Presi¬ 
dent Chun said the Saemaul Move¬ 
ment should be developed into a 
"practising ground" for democracy by 
helping the people to solve tneir prob¬ 
lems through cooperation and dia 
logue 

President Chun also said "it was a 
requirement of history for the nation 
to continuously and vigorously push 
ahead with the movement which has 
been a driving force contributing to 
national development as well as to 
changing the life pattern of the people 
for the past ten years. 

"Keeping with the spirit of the 
times, I think, the ideology and con¬ 
ception of the movement should be 
rearranged and its contents and oper¬ 
ational methods improved and de¬ 
veloped", he continued. 

The President took this opportunity 
to call for the people's positive partici¬ 
pation in the drive so as to carry it out 
as a national movement in the new 
decade aimed at accomplishing the 
national goal of building a democratic 
and just welfare society. He said that 
the drive should be expanded to a 
nationwide "moral movement" with a 
view to building a just society that 
shall be characterised by honesty and 
sincerity, giving priority to the public 
interest and order. 

The ongoing Saemaul Movement 
should be developed into a civil- 


Striking silhouette of villagers engaged m building a mod and (below) residents of Taepyonq 
Chonju , chollapukdo. clearing a riverbed of weeds 
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oriented drive, independent of the 
leadership guidance of the govern¬ 
ment which it had in the teething 
stages, he said. The Chief Executive 
also added the Movement should be 
aimed at promoting the people’s wel¬ 
fare and democratization as well as in 
renovating their consciousness by 
creating "welfare villages.” 

Later, the President and Mrs Chun 
hosted a reception for 495 Saemaul 
leaders at Chong Wa Dae (Presidential 
Palace) 

Seoul also recently hosted an inter¬ 
national seminar on Saemaul Move¬ 
ment Addressing the opening cere¬ 
mony of the seminar, the Minister of 
Home Affairs Mr Suh Chung Wa 
pointed out that the Government had 
recently stressed the need to decen¬ 
tralize the nationwide drive, with the 
central administration playing a sup¬ 
porting role. 

Minister Suh stressed that the 
Saemaul Movement in the coming 
decade should evolve into another 
phase of the Korean movement for 
reforming the national spirit. 

The Minister said the Saemaul 
Movement was now recognised in 
the world as "one of the most promis¬ 
ing cases of community development 
in the developing countries." He also 
noted that the Movement had drawn 
special attention from 93 countries, 
mostly developing countries, as well 
as various international rural develop¬ 
ment organisations. 

Korean and foreign scholars, partici¬ 
pating in the seminar suggested that 
the Saemaul Movement tllat has 
brought a "new outlook and remark¬ 
able progress" to every corner of the 
nation, even to offices and factories, 
needed to be changed into a gras¬ 
sroots level development campaign in 
the days to come. 

Speaking on the theme, "Prospects 
for the Saemaul Movement," Belgian 
sociologist P. Rozen, recommended a 
decentralised development campaign 
as the Korean Government faced a 
shortage of investable capital re¬ 
sources which necessitated a move 
towards decentralization aimed .at 
generating financial resources on the 
part of the non-government organisa¬ 
tions of the Saemaul Undong boies 
at the central and local levels. 



Dietary training vehicle advising villagers on dietary changes 


Mr Rozen observed that Korea was 
today confronted with "structural dif¬ 
ficulties”. These included bottlenecks 
in the supply of some products in ever 
increasing demand and a major trans¬ 
formation of the rural market with a 13 
per cent decline in the strength of the 
agricultural work force. These obsta¬ 
cles could be overcome through the 
programs of the Movement, aimed as 
it was at correcting imbalances. 

In his view, the project evaluation 
system needed to be changed and 
strengthened in order to fully assess 
the local markets, existing supply 
capabilities, and the financial, man¬ 
agerial, and technological calibres of 
project leaders at local levels. 

The Belgian expert pronounced the 
Movement a success and added that 
no other program in any developing 
country had received such popular 
support. "No other movement has 
succeeded to such an extent in contri¬ 
buting to economic and social de¬ 
velopment and popular unity." 



President Chun Doo Hwan presents 
awards for Saemaul (new community) 
movements leaders on the tenth anniver¬ 
sary of the movement. 
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SEOUL-PYONGYANG SUMMIT 


I N outlining major policy guidelines for the new year, 
President Chun Doo Hwan (has) made a striking* 
overture which may turn out a breakthrough in the 
deadlocked search for dialogue between the two 
divided parts of Korea... 

For the first time, the Seoul government addressed 
a direct and formal invitation to north Korea's Kim 
ll-sung without any condition attached. By so doing. 
President Chun took a bold step forward in dealing 
with the Pyongyang regime The open-minded bid 
represented the genuine interest of this Republic in 
achieving peace and stability in the peninsula. It, at the 
same time, is indicative of the confidence and maturity 
of the South 

The epochal and positive proposal from Seoul is 
convincing and timely enough to put Communist north 
Korea before a difficult choice of whether to take it or 
leave it It will no doubt dampen the propaganda 
momentum of Pyongyang’s tricky flirting with the 
•absurd idea of an all-Korea federation. 

The history of South-Nort.i Korean dialogue has 
been a characteristic exercise in futility because of 
insincerity and the dogmatic attitude of Pyongyang... 

Contacts at various levels have been initiated by the 
Seoul side and conducted off and on but nothing came 
out of them that could contribute to the substantive 
improvement of relations. The North's boycott of the 
working-level talks which began last spring to pave the 
way for a Seoul-Pyongyang Prime Ministers' confer¬ 
ence was the latest setback. 

In a magnanimous and decisive show of his states¬ 
manship, President Chun proposed that he and north 
Korea's Kim may visit each other as a first step toward 
restoring the now-missing sense of mutual trust and 
resuming a South-North dialogue that can eventually 
lead to peaceful unification of Korea... 

There can hardly be any good reason for Kim ll-sung 
not to respond favorably to this overture if he is really 
interested as he claims, in peaceful settlement of the 
Korean question on the basis of national self- 
determination. The real motive and purpose of Kim's 
unification strategy will come out soon. 

—The Korea Herald 


CLEAN POLITICS 

ITH the foundation of the two major political 
parties, the Democratic Justice Party and the 
Democratic Korea Party, the shape of the new 
political forces which will lead the new political order 
has appeared. 
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When political activities were resumed late last 
month (November), we urged that political chaos and 
irregularities which we saw in the past should not 
recur. In view of this, the new political forces are asked 
to lead the van in creating a clean and just political 
order 

The two parties called for the establishment of 
groundwork for the peaceful transfer of government 
power and the prevention of anyone staying in power 
too long 

These two problems are the very tasks which the 
Fifth Republic pursues and the people desire to see for 
the rooting of peace in this land 
Promoters participating in the foundation of the two 
parties will probably undertake major roles in creating a 
new political order in the Fifth Republic. They should 
bear in mind that their responsibilities for the establish¬ 
ment of new clean political order are very heavy, and 
important 

All the politicians who participate in creating a new 
political order should first think about the state and the 
people, not their own interests 

—Dong-A llbo 

FAMILY RITUALS 

cabinet meeting recently approved the bill to 
revise the Simplified Family Ritual Code, now 
awaiting a final nod of the Legislative Assembly 
According to the revised bill, the ban on distributing 
or publishing invitations to wedding ceremonies will 
remain effective In the event of publishing funeral 
notices, no names of firms or organizations will be 
allowed to be printed on them 
In addition to these, the sponsors of wedding 
ceremonies will not be allowed to give gifts to guests 
under the new guidelines 
The approved bill stipulates that no organizations or 
individuals shall be allowed to use their names on the 
wreaths they send to the places of funeral services 
The bill also makes it obligatory for people in the 
upper stratum of society to observe the revised rule 
Under the bill, no wedding halls will be permitted to 
operate in hotels 

Violators of the implementation rules will be punish¬ 
able by prison terms of up to one year or by a 
maximum fine of two million won (Rs 25,000). 

Up to now, there has been a general tendency in our 
society to waste the nation's energy and money on 
ceremonies, such as funerals and weddings 
The rules will surely make a great contribution to the 
removal of such wasteful practices 

—Hankook ilbo 
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NEWS FROM KOREA 


UNESCO SEMINAR ON WOMEN 

A five-day seminar on the problems of Asian women 
was held recently by the Korean National Commission 
of UNESCO in Seoul. 

Experts on women's problems from five Asian 
nations participated in the seminar which was de¬ 
signed to compare the results of studies conducted in 
those countries concerning the status and role of 
women. The participating nations, besides Korea, 
were India, Thailand, Bangladesh and the Philippines 

Dr Cho Hae Joang, who teaches at Yonsei Universi¬ 
ty, represented Korea. In her report. Dr Cho said since 
1970 a new type of research on women has been 
carried out by sociologists, historians and social 
workers These studies emphasized the asymmetric 
relations between the sexes and cover the general 
status of Korean women, the role of women in the 
liberation movement during the Japanese occupation 
in tradition and in transition. 



The First Lady, Lee Soon Ja (second from right), attends the Red 
Cross day function and chanty sale 


KOREAN RED CROSS PLANS 

"Protection and assistance” will be the theme of the 
Korean National Red Cross volunteers' activities in 
1981. 

The volunteers’ slogan for the new year will be " Red 
Cross: With you, for you." 

The Korean Red Cross volunteers total more than 
200,000. They range from primary school students to 
adults, according to a spokesman of "Echo of Service” 
a publication of the Red Cross. 

60-STOREY BUILDING PLANNED 

Seoul citizens will see a 60-storey building, the 
highest ever built in the Orient, on Yoido by 1984. The 
proposed building will be 21 metres taller than the 


60-storey Sunshine Building in Tokyo. The massive 
building with 48,511 pyong in its floor space will be 
built on a total of 6,122 pyong (one pyong equals 3 3 
sq meters). 

KOREAN NEWSPAPERS 

Korean newspapers played a pioneering role in 
enlightening the people in the 18th and early 19th 
centuries when the country was in a transitory period 

At a monthly research meeting. Prof. Namgung 
Young Kwon of Kwandong university said in this period 
Korean newspapers played a very important role in 
promoting modern culture and also functioned as 
educational institutions. 

As examples he cited the Hansungsunbo, the first 
newspaper in Korea, which put emphasis on the 
education of the people, while the first civil newspaper 
Tokripshinmun (The Independence) made efforts to 
plant an independent national spirit in the minds of the 
Korean people 

ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY IN KOREA 

The first Islamic University in Korea was launched on 
September 14, 1980. The University, to be completed 
in 1982, comprises three divisions and nine depart¬ 
ments with a total of 3,200 students For this 
University project, the Korean Government donated 
430,000 sq. m. of land for construction site at an 
estimated cost of US $3 million. At the same time, 
Muslim brothers and governments of Islamic countries 
have so far donated US $ 800,000. The Korea Muslim 
Federation, having been encouraged by the initial 
contributions, launched the project with the conviction 
that the remaining total project budget of US $ 6.2 
million would be sooner or later secured 



Religious leaders from Islamic countries at the ground-breaking 
ceremony of Korea Islamic University. 






President Chun Doo Hwan distributes prizes/trophies to business 
leaders on Export Day Korea's export trade made substantial 
recovery during 1980 and was poised to break new ground during 
the current year 

KOREA WORLD EXPORT SHARE 1% 

Korea's export share out of the world total increased 
to 1 0 per cent as of the end of 1979 from 0.3 per cent 
registered during the end of 1970. Korea ranked 
among the top 20 countries in 1978 in 74 export items, 
according to an analysis by the Korean Traders 
Association (KTA). 

To see continued export promotion, the KTA report 
urged Korean exporters to continue developing export 
items based on comparative advantage. The full 
-fledged recovery of exports for Korea will apear during 
the latter halp of this year, it observed. 

Korea's merchandise export volume for 1981 
according to the KTA prediction, will reach $20,500 
million while its import volume will roach $26,000 
million. 

5-6 PER CENT GNP GROWTH SEEN 

Korea’s economy will be on the march again this 
year as its GNP is to grow by a comfortable rate of five 
to six per cent from last year's negative growth rate of 
five per cent. Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Economic Planning Shin Byong-Hyun said. 

Unveiling the economic management plan for 1981 
featuring the principal economic projections for the 
year and beyond, Mr. Shin said that the nation's 
ynemployment rate, which has swollen to five per 
cent last year due to the prolonged recession caused 
by the negative GNP growth rate, will be brought 
down to 4.9 per cent this year and 4.8 per cent in 1982. 

Considering some encouraging signs now evident 
both at home and on the overseas economic front, the 
nation's GNP is likely to grow by seven to eignt per 
cent in 1982, two years from now, he observed. 

According to Mr. Shin, per capita GNP for this year 
and 1982 is projected to reach $1,723 and $1,981 
respectively. 

SALES BOOM OF COLOR TV SETS 

Color television sets are selling like hotcakes promp¬ 
ted by the start of the domestic color-broadcasting 
December 1, 1980. 


ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


According to the Ministry of Commerce and Indus¬ 
try, the total color television sets sold off by three local 
color television makers for the week ending November 
22. the latest week for which the ministry statistics are 
available, amounted to 15,484 sets. The figure com¬ 
pared well with 2,000 sets sold per week till early 
November when the government had announced the 
program for the partial color broadcasting beginning 
December 1 through the state-run Korea Broadcasting 
System (KBS) network. 

Meanwhile, domestic color television makers 
appeared embarrassed whether to increase their 
production workforce to meet the sharply rising 
demand. What seems to embarrass them most is 
uncertainty over how long the boom will last. 

PRIZES FOR 8 INVENTIONS 

Eight Korean inventions entered in the ninth Geneva 
International Invention and New Technology Exhibition 
(GIINTE) held recently in Geneva, won prizes—one 
Gold Medal, four Silver Medals and three Copper 
Medals. The eight prize-winning inventions were elec¬ 
tronic ballast which received the Gold Medal and the 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Prize, 
oil burner (silver medal), multipurpose filtering pipe 
with extinguisher for cigarettes (copper medal), radio 
cap (copper medal) and cigarette case (copper medal). 
The international exhibition is held annualy in Geneva 
under the joint sponsorship of the Geneva Organiza¬ 
tion Committee for the GIINTE, the European Patent 
Organization (EPO) and the United Nations World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). 

LEAD INDUSTRY 

The government has decided to foster the ship¬ 
building industry as a bellwether export industry in the 
1980s. 

According to the ship-building industry promotion 
program mapped out by the Economic Planning Board 
(EPB), the nation’s ship-building capacity will be 
expanded from the present 4 million tons to 6,500,000 
tons by 1986 and the ratio of the localization for the 
ship-building will be raised from the present 60 per 
cent to 90 per cent by that time. 

When the program is successfully carried out, 
government sources said Korea will jump to the status 
of the world's sixth largest ship-building nation from 
the present seventh place with the ship exports 
amounting to $4,400 millidn annually. 

The sources said the government is scheduled to 
crest a 10,000 million won ship-building promotion 
fund by 1986 to finance technology renovation pro¬ 
jects and localization of ship-building raw materials. 


ECONOMIC BRIEFS 
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IMPETUS FOR NEW ERA 

President Chun Doo Hwan returned home last week 
to an enthusiastic welcome from his 11 day visit to the 
United States The successful conclusion of his tour, 
highlighted by his meeting with President Ronald 
Reagan, has weighty and far-reaching import for the 
future of this country, which is about to make a new 
start, as well as for that of the Korean-American 
alliance 

In as much as strong ties with the United States 
make up the backbone of the nation's foreign policy, 
the fruitful outcome of President Chun's visit is not 
only to be hailed but followed up with greater efforts 
on both sides to ever upgrade their alliance 

The foremost spur toward this end, needless to say. 
came in the complete agreement of the two Presi¬ 
dents on the need for greater security cooperation 
between their countries as an indispensable basis for 
peace and stability in the whole of Northeast Asia. 
President Reagan's scraping of the plan adopted by his 
predecessor to withdraw U.S ground combat forces 
from Korea not only recouped mutual trust but further 
cemented the basis for the two traditional allies to 
increase their cooperation 

President Chun's visit also created a new momen¬ 
tum for Seoul and Washington to strengthen their 
economic cooperaton. Not to speak of his agreement 
with President Reagan on this point, his explanation of 
the relevant policy to U S business leaders at a New 
York meeting seems to have highly stimulated their 
interest in strengthening the Korea-American business 
partnership on the private level. 

As President Chun emphasized during his visit, a 
stronger economic partnership of Korea and the 
United States is both essential and natural It is 
essential as a prop for the increasing security coopera¬ 
tion between the two allies, and is consistent with the 
growing interdependence of their economies It is 
particularly encouraging that the two Presidents' 
agreement to widen the avenue for Korea-U.S econo¬ 
mic cooperation coincided with the emerging signs of 
recovery of the nation's economy which has suffered 
an uprecedented stagnation for the past year. 

The success of President Chun's trip covers the 
entire range of Korean-American relations as evinced, 
in part, by the cultural side of both his own activity and 
the agreement reached between the two Presidents. 
The bilateral Cultural Exchange Committee to be 
activated soon and jointly funded by the two govern¬ 
ments will meet another major requirement to make 
the bonds of Korean-American friendship and coopera¬ 
tion deep-rooted and truly reciprocal. Understanding of 
each other's cultural backgrounds is the quintessence 


President Chun duly noted this point when he visited 
such cultural establishments as the Smithsonian Insti-' 
tution and the East-West Centre at the University of 
Hawaii. 

Finally, his visit, which took him to Los Angeles, 
New York, Washington and Honolulu, inspired the 
Korean communities there with new hope for and 
confidence in the promising future of their* mother 
country under new leadership. The President's contact 
with thousands of Korean residents in those cities also 
provided a rare moment for reinforcing harmony 
among their own ranks and their spiritual link with their 
motherland. 

Now that President Chun is back home with all 
these encouraging results, it is incumbent on us all to 
make them ever more conducive to building a more 
stable and prosperous nation, on the one hand, and a 
broader and stronger partnership with the United 
States, on the other. 

—The Korea Herald 

NORTH KOREAN REJECTION 

North Korea has rejected President Chun Doo 
Hwan's recent proposal for an exchange of mutual 
visits between the highest Republic of Korea and north 
Korean authorities. In a statement issued by Kirtn II, 
chairman of the so-called "fatherland peaceful unifica¬ 
tion committee," north Korea spurned the overture by 
saying that South Korea should shortly give up its 
anti-Communist policy, thus interfering with internal 
affairs of the nation. 

Reports had it that north Korea also argued the 
withdrawal of the U.S. forces stationed in the South. 

The unilateral rebuff of north Korea well attests to the 
fact that north Korea has no intention to resume the 
dialogue between the two sides. 

Every time the Republic of Korea has put forth peace 
proposals in its ardent hope to solve the problems of 
Korean peninsula by peaceful means through dialogue, 
Pyongyang has ignored them. 

It is evident north Korea plunged into a defensive 
attitude in the diplomatic war with the Republic of 
Korea by rejecting Seoul's reasonable proposal. 

If mutual visit between the two sides of Korea as 
have been proposed would be realized, the true 
picture of north Korea as an extremely closed state 
would be exposed to the outside world. 

This is sure to work as one of the factors for the 
north Koreans declining Seoul's proposal. 

However, we should not give up our initiative to 
induce north Korea to participate in the forum of the 
dialogue for the peaceful unification of our fatherland. 

—Chosun llbo. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE _ 

pebruary has been an eventful month for the 
people of Korea. The first two weeks of the 
month saw President Chun Doo Hwan making a 
state visit to the United States where he held 
summit talks with President Reagan. He also 
met with United Nations Secretary-General Kurt 
Waldheim. The month also saw the introduction 
of a new system of elections, beginning with the 
one for the presidential electoral college, marking 
the consolidation of democracy in the country 
The New Delhi conference of the nonaligned 
Foreign Ministers in the second week of the 
month has been significant for Korea also. The 
conference decided not to discuss the Korean 
unification question, upholding the South's stand 
that it is a bilateral issue. Ambassador Chung-Tai 
Kim welcomed the decision. 

A photo feature and article on the historic 
Kyongju City, the ancient capital of the Sillas and 
the cultural capital of modern-day Korea, should 
interest the readers. The first Full Moon of the 
lunar new year is a day of festivity in Korea. It is a 
time to pray for good luck and make predictions 
for the year ahead. An article on the festival as 
well as our regular feature. Life and Lore, this 
time dealing with the traditional marriage cere¬ 
mony, should prove good reading, which is what 
we wish the readers of Korean News. 



During President Chun's visit to the USA, the two presidential 
couples appear on the balcony of the White House Below is the 
off-shore tomb of King Munmu of the Silla Dynasty; which had its 
capital in Kyongju. 
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THE PRESIDENCY 



President Chun Ooo 
Hwan has undertaken an 
11-day visit to the U.S. at 
the invitation of Presi¬ 
dent Ronald Reagan, 
opening a new page 
in the history of Kor- 
ean-American relations, 
which is about to mark 
its centennial. President 
Chun had a summit 
meeting with President 
Reagan and a joint com¬ 
munique issued at the 
end of the meeting said 
that they pledged to 
strengthen bilateral 
cooperation in deterring 
and defending against 
aggression as an "indis¬ 
pensable contribution to 
peace and stability in 
northeast Asia". 


T HE summit talks between Presi¬ 
dent Chun Doo Hwan and the 
new American President Ronald 
Reagan in the first week of February 
have brought the two countries a lot 
more closer. The 90-minute meeting 
at the White House on February 2 was 
Mr Reagan’s first with a Head of 
State, underlining the significance the 
US attaches to its relationship with 
Korea and the importance the new 
American President attaches to the 
role of Korea in maintaining world 
peace. 

Joint Communique: A communi¬ 
que issued by the two Presidents 
following their meeting also pledged 
to "mutual obligations embodied in 
the US-Korean Mutual Defence Treaty 
of 1954” and strengthen bilateral co¬ 
operation in deterring and defending 
against aggression as an "indispens¬ 


President Chun 



able contribution to peace and stability 
in northeast Asia”. 

The two Presidents also agreed to 
resume immediately the full range of 
consultations between the two gov¬ 
ernments. Thus the Republic of 
Korea-US Security Consultative Meet¬ 
ing would be resumed promptly at a 
mutually convenient time later this 
Spring, the annual Korea-US econo¬ 
mic consultations would resume be¬ 
fore mid-year and the annual US- 
Korean policy planning talks would 
resume at a mutually convenient time 
this year. 

The American President was parti¬ 
cularly impressed by Mr Chun's invita¬ 
tion of January 12 to north Korean 
President Kim ll-sung, calling for an 
exchange of visits at the highest level. 
Mr Reagan termed the proposal, says 
the communique, as a "far-reaching 
proposal". 


GLIMPSES OF AMERICAN VISIT: President Chun Doo 
the White House, Feb 2 (above), with UN Secretary¬ 
addressing the National Press Club in Washington, Feb. 
with Los Ageles Mayor Thomas Bradely, Jan 29 
Washington welcoming President Chun to America, 
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President Chun Doo Hwan hosted a luncheon on Feb. 20 tor two past Presidents and the leaders of five political parties to discuss his trip to the United 
States and a wide range of domestic issues It was the first such meeting ever held in Korea 


Growth in Trade: The two Presi¬ 
dents also took note of the dramatic 
growth in trade—from $ 531 million in 
1970 to $ 10 billion in 1980—and 
agreed to seek a free international 
trading system Mr Reagan noted that 
Korea is now America's 12th largest 
trading partner and President Chun 
welcomed the positive response of 
the US in meeting Korea's special 
needs for imports this year. 

On the energy front, the US would 
seek to assist Korea to obtain energy 
supplies in the event of an "emergen¬ 
cy affecting our mutual security in¬ 
terests". Korea will also explore long¬ 
term arrangements for importing 
American coal. President Reagan also 
pledged to remain "a reliable supplier 
of nuclear fuel” 

Cultural Exchange: An early acti¬ 
vation of the Korean-American Cultu¬ 
ral Exchange Committee to be funded 
jointly by the two governments was 
akn anmarl unnn hv the two Presi¬ 


dents. Mr Reagan expressed special 
appreciation of the "significant contri¬ 
bution" to the Smithsonian Institution 
presented by Mr Chun on behalf of 
the Korean people for the construc¬ 
tion of a new museum of Eastern Art 
on the Mall in Washington President 
Chun presented a cheque for S 1 
million to the institution. 

Mr Reagan also accepted "with 
pleasure" Mr. Chun's invitation to visit 
Korea. 

Later, addressing the luncheon 
given by Mr. Reagan at the White 
House, President Chun said his coun¬ 
try, the 16th largest trading country in 
the world, was capable of joining with 
the US "to ensure the prosperity of 
mankind and peace in East Asia". 

President Chun arrived in Washing¬ 
ton a day before the summit talks and 
attended a reception hosted by the 
Korean Ambassador to US, Kim Yong 
Shik. Speaking at the reception which 
was attended bv about 2000 Korean 


residents. President Chun said he is 
for a popularly elected government. 

In Los Angeles: Earlier on the first 
leg of his 11 day visit President Chun 
stayed in Los Angeles for two days 
where he attended a dinner hosted by 
the Los Angeles Mayor Thomas Brad¬ 
ley, and along with the Mayor visited 
the "Bell of Friendship" located in 
suburban San Pedro. The President 
and the Mayor rang the bell as those 
around them applauded. President 
Chun said: "I believe that this bell 
means far more than friendship be¬ 
tween our two peoples; it symbolises 
their firm determination to work 
together for the cause of world peace 
and happiness of all mankind". 

Speaking at the reception hosted by 
the Korean residents in Los Angeles, 
the President said: "I would like to call 
upon all the Koreans, either at home 
or abroad...to renew their pledges and 
take part in the work of construction 
(of a new era)." 










of Korean construction companies. 


In New York: From Los Angeles 
President Chun went to New York. 
During the three day stay in New York 
city the Chief Executive met UN Sec¬ 
retary General Kurt Waldheim and 
exchanged views on international 
affairs, particularly regarding his prop¬ 
osal for a high level exchange be¬ 
tween the South and the North. Dur¬ 
ing the meeting which lasted for an 
hour, the President was reported to 
have sought Waldheim's cooperation 
in persuading north Korea's Kim II- 
sung to accept the proposal. The 
Korean President also asked the Sec¬ 
retary-General's help on his govern¬ 
ment's proposal for simultaneous en¬ 
try into the UN by both the Republic of 
Korea and north Korea. 

In New York he also attended a 
luncheon hosted by three organiza¬ 
tions, including the US-Korea Econo¬ 
mic Council. Speaking at the luncheon 
President Chun stressed the import¬ 
ance of Korean-American economic 
cooperation for mutual and global 
benefit. Earlier, at a dinner hosted by 
the Chairman of the Chase Manhattan 
Bank, David Rockfeller, the President 
again stressed that "economic 
cooperation is no less important than 
our security area”. 

In Hawaii: After the historic sum¬ 
mit President Chun flew in to Hawaii 
for a three-day official visit. The Presi¬ 
dent and the First Lady were received 
at the airport by the Hawaian Gov¬ 
ernor George Ariyoshi. 

In Hawaii the President toured the 
National Memorial Cemetery; visited 
the Korean Studies Center in the 
University of Hawaii and the East- 
West Cultural Center. President Chun 
praised the Center for its work in 
bridging the cultures of East and 
West. 

Speaking before a group of Korean 
residents in this island state President 
Chun said that the political and social 
stability in Korea will be further streng¬ 
thened following the Presidential and 
Assembly elections, enabling the na¬ 
tion to provide a momentum for a 
"second take-off" in its economic 
development. 

On his way back home the Presi¬ 
dent made a brief stop-over in Guam, 
receiving a warm welcome from 
2,500 Koreans, including employees 


Back Home: President Chun re¬ 
turned home after his 11-day US trip 
with a report to the nation that the 
tour was “very satisfactory and suc¬ 
cessful". 

Addressing the reception hosted by 
Prime Minister Nam Duck Woo at the 
capital, on his return to Seoul, the 
President said the Korean-American 
relationship had evolved to a point 
where the two nations have become 
equal partners. "The nation should 
take advantage of the momentum to 
make concerted efforts to build a new 
era. If we are strong enough, we can 
have strong friends willing to help 
us". 

A week later, on Feburary 20, Presi¬ 
dent Chun exchanged opinions with 
former Presidents and leaders of ma¬ 
jor political parties on the current 
situation in a discussion at Chong Wa 
Dae. 

Attending the luncheon discussion 
were former Presidents Yun Po Sun 
and Choi Kyu Hah, representative of 
the Democratic Justice Party, Lee 
Chae Hyung; head of the Democratic 
Korea Party Yoo Chi Song; head of the 
Korean National Citizens Party, Kim 
Chong Chul; head of the Civil Rights 
Party, Kim Ui Tack; and head of the 
Democratic Socialist Party, Koh Jung 
Hoon. 

Talks to National Leaders: Presi¬ 
dent Chun explained to the elder 
politicians the outcome of his visit to 
the United States, and expressed 
thanks to them for the wholehearted 
national support given to him on the 
official visit to Washington. 

The attendees exchanged opinions 
open-heartedly on major current state 
affairs. President Chun, in particular, 
emphasized the need for positive par¬ 
ticipation by all political parties and the 
people in the construction of a better 
society with the birth of the Fifth 
Republic. 

The President also expressed the 
determination of the Government to 
hold the upcoming general elections 
in a just and fair manner. 

This is the first time that the incum¬ 
bent President had talks with former 
Presidents and leaders of political 
parties. 


A Century 


A historic record of Koras reveeis toft 
the contact between Kene-antl $ey 
United States began qvpf 180 yesfcl 
ago. it was when Commodore Robert W. 
ShufeWt arrived in Korea in 1880 to nejjddv 
ate a peace, amity, commerce end navigs-’ 
tion treaty. 

The treaty was actually signed'If* j&p. 
Chemulpo—-the old name' for ’fnebdn— 
between a high-ranking Koreangovemment 
official. Shin Hon. and the oommodore. 'The 
opening phrase of the treaty's article reads, 
"There shall be perpetual peace and friend¬ 
ship...." ■ 


in the past there has been continuous 
development of mutual respect and MrtrwL: 
ship between Korea and America, An Arfttf- 
ican missionary-doctor Horace Newton Allen 
came to Shout n 1844 to dtesernlnStathe 
word of Christ and to plant toil 'seed .of 
advanced Western medicine in Korea, 


Allen wrote a number of books .Oh Korea 
to properly introduce, its cultyre ahd an te 
the Americana. , ' 

When Korea was colonized by Japan jn 
1910, many Korean independence fightots 
exiled themselves in the United State!; Wfch 
the help of American missionaries.who hid' 
been to Korea, they gathered togetherfrid 
actively launched independence . mdrer 
ments. 


The "Principle of Setf-Oetermtnatkm of 
Peoples' proclaimed by US Present. 
Woodrow Wilson influenced the nation¬ 
wide movement for liberation, leading to the 
uprising of March 1,1919. ft was an uprising 
unprecedented in size on toe Koreen pent- 
natda, 


, . . Some 3d yeans after, toe independence 
Movement, tlw tragic Korean Wsr broke out 
In 1980. .-As soon as toe conflict started, toe 
USArrrry alongWith a 16-nation UN Force 
dartre to toe Sid of the Republic of Korea to 
rape! toe porto Korean attack. 

- Thereafter toe ocntacta between toe two 
nationa l* various fWds including economy 
■i arxhtMfture’. pregrteaed ateadBy. The 
cucrent us tour .gf the "500O years of 
Kotean An* end top enthusiastic welcome 
yMn by the American public point to toe 




President Chun Doo Hwan at the inauguration of the Democratic Justice Party on 
January 15. where he was elected party president and presidential nominee 


THE NATION 

A Massive 
Mandate for 
Stability 

The voting for the Pres¬ 
idential electoral college 
on February 11 marked a 
turning point in the na¬ 
tion's endeavor to root 
democracy in the coun¬ 
try. The overwhelming 
majority for the Demo¬ 
cratic Justice Party mir¬ 
rors the dominant desire 
of the people to have a 
stable democratic gov¬ 
ernment. The election 
was held in a free and 
impartial atmosphere 
marking a significant de¬ 
parture from the past. 


T HE overwhelming victory scored 
by the Democratic Justice Party, 
whose head and Presidential can¬ 
didate is President Chun Doo Hwan, 
in the February 11 polling for the 
Presidential electoral college reflected 
the popular aspiration for public and 
political stability, observers of the 
Korean political scene say 
The people's longing for stability is 
all the more acute because they ex¬ 
perienced the havoc wrought by the 
anarchic confusion in the wake of the 
passing of President Park Chung Hee 
in October 1979, a chaos which the 
nation cannot tolerate when it re¬ 
mains pitted against the bellicose 
north Korean communists across a 
fragile truce line. 

That the Democratic Justice Party 
(DJP) garnered an impressive 69.7 per 
cent seats in the 5,278-member elec¬ 
toral college and that most of the 
successful independents had pledged 
to support President Chun, point to 
the popular support for President 
Chun and the series of reforms he 
engineered. 


The observers noted that the high 
turnout rate of 78.1 per cent showed 
the willingness of the people to take 
part in the creation of the F ifth Repub¬ 
lic in the historic new era 

The people seem well aware of the 
fact that the continued survival of the 
nation can best be ensured through an 
efficient and just society which Presi¬ 
dent Chun has stressed time and 
again. 

Another feature of the recent elec¬ 
tion. the observers said, was that the 
election, publicly managed and 
funded, was free of any irregularities 
or incidents throughout the process of 
electioneering, voting and ballot¬ 
counting. 

The results 

The Central Election Management 
Committee (CEMC) set the number of 
successful DJP contenders at 3,676. 
The independents finished second by 
winning 1,123 or 21.27 per cent of the 
quorum of the college. 

The Democratic Korea Party (DKP), 
whose president Yoo Chi Song is 
running in the Presidential race, was 
the third with 411. The figure 
accounts for 7.79 per cent of the total. 
The Korean National Party (KNP) and 
the Civil Rights Party (CRP) won 48 
and 20 seats, respectively, registering 
0.9 and 0.37 per cent. 

The electoral college members will 
elect the President on February 26. 


Broad-based Cabinet likely 

President Chun who has been 
assured of re-election is expected to 
form a broad-based Cabinet on the 
occasion of his inauguration as 12th 
term President on March 3. 

Appealing to the electorate for re- 
election over television, he promised 
to see that the new Cabinet will 
include "competent and conscien¬ 
tious" persons drawn from a broad 
spectrum of society He said the 
administration will be free of partisan 
considerations and reflecting a wide 
range of public opinion. 

The electoral college will be dis¬ 
banded as soon as its task is com¬ 
pleted, but its members will be auto¬ 
matically appointed to the 10,000- 
member Unification Council. 

Despite the predictable outcome of 
the February 25 Presidential election, 
major political parties have decided to 
stay on in the race. 

At a party caucus at its headquar¬ 
ters in downtown Seoul, the DKP 
decided not to drop the candidacy of 
Mr. Yoo Chi Song. 

Conceding defeat at the electoral 
college election, Mr. Shin Sang Woo, 
chairman of the DKP election caucus, 
told reporters that the party decided 
to keep up the fight for the Presidency 
in an effort to "help perpetuate demo¬ 
cracy in this land....From the very 
beginning our purpose has been and 
is now to bring about the normaliza¬ 
tion of the democratic process and 








political stability in this country". 

The Korean National Party, which 
had proposed a combined Opposition 
candidate, dropped the idea as mean¬ 
ingless in the face of the massive lead 
for the DJP, and decided to stay in the 
fight separately. 

Orderly election 

The Presidential electoral college 
election, the first one held under the 
new Constitution, was conducted in a 
calm and orderly fashion throughout 
the country, without any intervention 
by the administrative authority 

For a just and fair election manage¬ 
ment, President Chun had given a 
series of instructions, including bring¬ 
ing all election law violators under 
punitive measures. Political parties 
also worked to that end Consequent¬ 
ly, the familiar election riggings, re¬ 
gional sentiments or personal assaults 
of the past almost disappeared. 

According to statistics compiled by 
pertinent government authorities, a 
total of 59 persons were booked on 
charges of violating ‘election laws. 
Twenty-nine of them, the largest, 
belonged to DJP, two from the DKP, 
one from the KNP and 27 indepen¬ 
dents. The fact that the largest num¬ 
ber of those booked belonged to the 
ruling DJP showed a strong govern¬ 
ment decision to crack down on elec¬ 
tion violators regardless of their party 
affiliation. In the past candidates from 
the ruling party were given "adminis¬ 
trative benefits" in one way or 
another. 

Merits of the system 

Political observers believe that the 
election has set an example that the 
nation now is able to conduct elec¬ 
tions in a completely different atmos¬ 
phere. signifying the merit of the 
indirect election mechanism. 

Under the direct election system in 
the past, the nation saw extreme 
division of national opinion and social 
unrest, the nation suffered also from 
waste of election funds, anddivision of 
public opinion over defence and diplo¬ 
matic issues which are directly con¬ 
nected with national interests. All 
such evil effects were absent this 
time under the new system proving 
the people's desire to see stability in 


T HE Shankar's International Chil¬ 
dren's Competition held every 
year is an exciting event to look 
forward to for the children the world 
over. 

This competition in painting and 
writing has for the last 32 years been 
a unique forum for bringing the chil¬ 
dren of the world together. The sense 
of togetherness the competition cre¬ 
ated among the children has contri¬ 
buted in great measure to international 
goodwill and understanding. 

In the 1979 Competition, 33 chil¬ 
dren from the Republic of Korea won 
prizes in painting, including Lee 
Hyean-Sik of Pusan, who was 
awarded the Jawaharlal Nehru Memo¬ 
rial Gold Medal for his painting 'Play¬ 
ing the Kayagum' (See back cover). 

The prize distribution ceremony 
was held at the Sapru House Auditor¬ 
ium in New Delhi on January 23, 
1981. The Indian Prime Minister Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi distributed the prizes. 
Ambassador Chung-Tai Kim, who was 
present at the ceremony received the 
prizes on behalf of the prize-winning 
children from Korea (picture above). 

Third World Festival: The Progres¬ 
sive Dramatic Association of Pune, 
India, consisting of 27 members, will 
participate in the "5th Third World 
Theatre Festival and Colloquy" to be 
held in Seoul under the auspices of 
the Korean Centre of the International 
Theatre Institute, from March 15-22. 


The Indian drama group will be led by 
Reoti Sharan Sharma, Secretary Gene¬ 
ral of the Indian Centre of the ITI. 

The event will introduce unique 
traditional dramas and other theatrical 
performances of different nations to 
the Korean audience and, in turn, 
familiarize foreign drama experts with 
Korean culture and art, drama and 
other performances. 

Friendship Society: Indo-Korean 
Societies make substantial contribu¬ 
tion to the promotion of friendship 
between the peoples of the two 
countries. At the Executive Meeting 
of the Indo-Korean Society, Northern 
Region, held in New Delhi on February 
T1, 1981, the Society outlined its 
plans for the year 1981. Apart from 
working for the exchange of cultural 
and sports delegations, and continue 
to arrange film shows and cultural 
programmes at Delhi from time to 
time, the meeting also decided that 
the Society will make efforts to coop¬ 
erate with the respective national 
business chambers for projecting its 
views on the economic front. 

Thus it was agreed that under the 
Northern Region Chapter two divi¬ 
sions could be created -one for cultu¬ 
ral activities and the other as econo¬ 
mic and industrial chamber. 

Ambassador Chung-Tai Kim, who 
took charge only on January 5, was 
presented with the membership of 
the Society. 



GLIMPSES OF KYONGJU: 7fce 
National Museum in Kyongju 
where thousands of Sills Dynasty 
treasures are presented (left); 
a cluster of Silfa royal tombs in 
Kyongju city (right). Two of the 
tombs , the Heavenly Horse Tomb 
and the Great Tomb of Hwang- 
nam, during excavations yielded 
innumerable pieces of art objects, 
including the Silla gold crown and c 
.glassware from the Mediterra¬ 
nean region. The 294-ton Emilia 
Bell, the largest Oriental bell in 
existence (below left) which 
adorns the grounds of the Nation¬ 
al Museum; the Pulguk-sa Tem¬ 
ple (below centrel is among the 
greatest architectural works 
found in Korea. The huge granite 
sculpture of the Buddha (below 
right) is in the Sokkulam cave. 
Early morning sun lights up the 
sculpture which faces the under¬ 
water tomb of King Munmu in the 
East sea (picture on page 3j. 



KYONGJU-A TO 










URISTS DREAM COME TRUE 3 - 











TOURISM 


KYONGJU: Where Korean Culture 
and Pleasure are Blended 


P ERHAPS the richest repository of 
ancient history and arts in Korea, 
Kyongju is now a provincial city, 
but was once the capital of the Silla 
Dynasty. 

After Seoul, Kyongju is the principal 
point of tourist interest in Korea. It is 
estimated that over 20 per cent of all 
visitors to Korea make Kyongju their 
first attraction, chiefly for its cultural 
significance. Since the latter part of 
1970s, Kyongju has also been specta¬ 
cularly developed into a recreational 
centre, around the picturesque 
Pomun Lake Resort, just 6.5 km east 
of the city amid the wooded Mt. 
Toham and surrounded by the ruins of 
the Silla capital. 

Kyongju is a museum without walls, 
filled with the remains of ancient Silla: 
temples, royal tombs, one of the 
earliest astronomical observatories of 
Asia, pagodas, the ruins of palaces. 
There is a branch of the National 
Museum in the city where thousands 
of items are exhibited. 

The Korean peninsula was first 
united under one government by the 
Sillas. The dynasty was one of the 
longest in recorded history, beginning 
in B.C. 57 and lasting 992 years, until 
935 A.D. Many important Korean 
families trace their ancestry to one or 
more of the royal Silla families and still 
make pilgrimages to Kyongju to vener¬ 
ate the tombs of their forefathers. 
Kyongju is the first on the list for 
domestic tourism. It attracts over 1.5 
million Koreans every year. The Sillas 
developed a rich culture which was 
highly skilled in the arts and crafts. At 
its zenith, over one million people 
inhabited Kyongju, and elaborate 
palaces and temples established it as 
a centre of art and culture. The re¬ 
mains of the golden age of the Sillas 
are found everywhere in the vicinity of 
Kyongju and the Pomun Lake Resort. 
There are over280 historical attrac¬ 


tions in the city and resort area, 
including 118 designated cultural 
properties. Among the main attrac¬ 
tions are: 

Pulguk-Sa Temple: One of the 

greatest architectural works found in 
all of Korea, this Buddhist temple was 
built in 535 A.D. near the base of Mt 
Toham and enlarged 200 years later 
by famous architect Kim Dae-Song. 
The Tabo Pagoda, Sokka Pagoda, and 
the two stone staircases of Chong- 
ungyo and Paekungyo in the front yard 
of the main service hall of Pulguk-Sa 
Temple represent the highly refined 
Silla culture. 

The Tabo Pagoda stands on the 
east side and the Sokka Pagoda on 
the west side of the main Pulguk-Sa 
service hall. Both are designated as 
national treasures. The Tabo Pagoda, 
made of granite, stands 10.4 meters 
high and the 8.2 mete r -high Sokka 
Pagoda, in striking contrast to the 
Tabo Pagoda, bears no engravings. 
The Pulguk-Sa Temple complex 
attracts millions of tourists each year. 

Sokkulam Grotto: It is a mountain- 
top cave where the priceless granite 
sculpture of the seated Buddha is 
housed. Originally it was a part of 
Sokkul Temple, also built by Kim 
Dae-Song. The Sokkulam faces the 
East Sea and sunrise lights up the 
face of the Buddha in the cave, which 
glows luminously as the sun goes up. 
At the same time, many saints and 
satans engraved on the wall of the 
stone cave come in sight vividly. The 
Buddha in the cave faces the east 
where an underwater tomb of King 
Munmu lies. 

Chomsongdao Observatory: A 

huge stone tower constructed during 
the reign of Queen Sondok, it is the 
oldest astronomical observatory in the 
Far East and one of the oldest in the 
world. 

Anapii Pond: Constructed by King 


Munmu in 668 A.D. to celebrate na¬ 
tional unification, the pend symbolizes 
the peak prosperity of the unified Silla 
Dynasty with its massive gardens 
partially retained to date. 

Kyerim Woods: In 65 AD, King 
Talhae found a golden box in a tree 
under which a white cock was crow¬ 
ing and opened it to find a child. He 
adopted him as his heir and named 
him Kim (gold) Alchi. Although he - 
never ascended the throne, he be¬ 
came the p artiarch of the Kim family. 



This gloss ewer belonging to the lete Roman 
period was excavated from the Great Tomb of 
Hwangnam (Sth century A.D) even though 
possible transactions between Korea of the 
period and the Mediterranean remain a mys- 
tarv. 
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A view of the Pomun Lake Resort 


Mt. Namsan: Fifty-five temple 
sites have been discovered on the 
mountain. It is said that during the 
heyday of Silla Buddhism there were 
as many as 808 temples on the 
mountain. 

Posokjong Bower: An abalone- 
shaped pond where royal receptions 
were held. There is an acqueduct in 
Posokjong which was connected to 
streams in remote valleys. Water 
streamed through the pond at a con¬ 
stant velocity, enabling the monarch 
to float cups of wine to his courtiers 
without spilling a drop. 

Stone Pagoda of Bunhwang-sa 
Temple: Built in the third year of 
Queen Sondok's reign, this pagoda 
was once a splendid tower nine stor¬ 
ies high. The top six stories were 
destroyed during the Mongol invasion 


in the early 13th century. 

Site of Whangyong-sa Temple: 

Construction begun by order of King 
Chinhung in 553 took 90 years to 
complete. This was the largest and 
most august of old Silla temples. The 
principal Buddha is reputed to have 
been Silla's biggest and the Emille bell 
which weighs over 294 tonnes now 
adorns the grounds of Kyongju s Na¬ 
tional Museum branch. 

Keo-nung, Tomb of King Won- 
song: Keo-nung stands in a forest 
glade two miles south of Kyongju. The 
grave mound is girdled with beautiful¬ 
ly carved reliefs of the twelve zodiac 
animals. 

Underwater Royal Tomb: Some 
30 kilometres away from Kyongju is 
the rocky reef in the East Sea where 
King Munmu is entombed. The unifier 


of Korea, King Munmu in his life time 
was obsessed with the possibility of 
Japanese aggression, and left a will to 
bury him in the East Sea so that he 
could become the dragon of the East 
Sea to defend the country from 
Japanese invasion. This is how he 
was buried in the reef in the East Sea 
some 200 metres off shore. 

Myonghwalsan Fortress: Sur¬ 
rounded by a six-kilometre stone wall, 
the fortress dates from the fourth 
century. 

The Korean heritage is found all 
over the area. Every hill and valley 
harbors some treasure of cultural sig¬ 
nificance just waiting to impress the 
curious visitor. 

The Pomun Lake Resort: The su¬ 
per-modern tourist resort complex 
has now enhanced the tourism value 
of Kyongju’s cultural treasure many 
folds. Situated around the large 
Pomun Lake, the complex covers an 
area of over 2,600 acres. Two of the 
planned 11 first-rate hotels were com¬ 
pleted in February 1979. It has facili¬ 
ties such as golf courses, water 
skiing, boating and other waterside 
recreational and entertainment facili¬ 
ties. An array of traditional restaurants 
serve authentic Korean delicacies. 
The two completed hotels provide 
600 guest rooms and when all the 11 
hotels are completed, the resort area 
will be able to accommodate 3,000 
visitors at a time—or over one million 
tourists a year. 

The Pomun Lake resort is the first 
of several developments to be taken 
up by the Government to cater for the 
fast-growing volume of international 
tourism to Korea. 

With the rich cultural fare of Kyong¬ 
ju city and the areas surrounding the 
lake, the Pomun Lake resort area will 
create for visitors memories of an 
unforgettable experience. 

Kyongju city is about four and a half 
hours car drive from Seoul. The Seoul- 
Pusan Expressway passes Kyongju. It 
is 438 km south-east of Seoul and 69 
km north of Pusan, Korea's most 
important port and industrial metropo¬ 
lis. Luxury buses leave Seoul for 
Kyongju every half hour or more. One 
can also reach there by railroad from 
Seoul, Pusan or Ulsan. 












SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS 


ROk’s Stand Is Accepted 

T 

By Nonaligned 


T HE decision of the nonaligned 
Foreign Ministers' conference, 
held in New Delhi from February 
9, not to debate the Korean issue is a 
step in the right direction. Since the 
reunification question is a bilateral 
issue between the two Koreas it 
should be settled by the two parties. 

Welcoming the decision of the 
nonaligned, the Korean Ambassador 
to India, Chung-Tai Kim, recalled the 
recent historical proposal of President 
Chun Doo Hwan expressing his readi¬ 
ness to visit Pyongyang or to receive 
north Korean President £im ll-sung in 
Seoul It is for north Korea to respond 
positively to the proposal. 

While giving the direct invitation to 
Kim, President Chun has also been 
trying through international agencies 
to bring north Korea to the negotiating 
table. During his recent visit to the US, 
where he held summit talks with 
President Ronald Reagan, President 
Chun also called upon UN Secretary- 
General Kurt Waldheim and asked him 
to use his good offices to prevail upon 
north Korea to accept his recent propo¬ 
sal. 

Despite Dr Waldheim’s earnest 
efforts, north Korea has not re¬ 
sponded positively. The north Korean 
Mission to the UN turned a deaf ear 
when UN under-Secretary General 
Pereze Cuellat tried to persuade it to 
accept President Chun's invitation. 

An official of the Korean Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, commenting on north 
Korea's decision not to raise the Ko¬ 
rean question at the nonaligned Fore¬ 
ign Ministers' conference, said, on 
February 9, the decision meant that 
the position of the Republic of Korea 
opposing any discussion of the Ko¬ 
rean question at the nonaligned con¬ 
ference was carried through. 


Growing Support 

He noted that north Korea had 
dispatched a number of special de¬ 
legations to third world countries to 
seek support for its stand on the New 
Delhi conference. Moreover it had 
sent a large delegation to New Delhi 
in its attempt to include the Korean 
question in the agenda of the non- 
aligned conference and defame the 
Republic of Korea in international 
forums. 


Bilateral Issue 

The official said that probably north 
Korea was obliged to come to such a 
decision as increasing numbers of 
nonaligned countries supported the 
Republic of Korea's call for the solu¬ 
tion of the Korean question between 
the parties directly concerned and the 
rationale of the January 12 proposal 
for an exchange of visits between the 
highest authorities of the two Koreas. 

He said north Korea's backdown 
also seemed influenced by the grow¬ 
ing chances of a draft prepared by 
host country India calling for the solu¬ 
tion of the Korean question on the 
basis of the 1972 South-North Joint 
Communique. 

In the face of this experience, it is 
time for north Korea to realise that the 
only way to strive for everlasting 
peace in the Korean peninsula is not 
to seek help from third parties but to 
settle it with the Republic of Korea on 
the basis of mutual respect and trust. 
It must also realise that raising of the 
question in international forums, in¬ 
cluding the UN and the nonaligned, 
has not so far yielded any fruits. And 
again, any discussion in an internation¬ 
al forum without the participation of 
the parties directly concerned, will not 


solve the question. Above all, the 
New Delhi experience has amply 
proved that the world community is 
solidly behind Republic of Korea's just 
and rational stand. 


Welcome decision 

The New Delhi conference's deci¬ 
sion, and particularly the role played 
by India as the host country, was 
heartily welcomed by -Ambassador 
Kim. His statement read: 

"It is a welcome development that 
there will not be any debate on the 
Korean question at the Nonaligned 
Conference being held in New Delhi 
The Korean question is a bilateral 
issue between the Republic of Korea 
and north Korea, settlement of which 
can be realised only when there is 
mutual agreement between the Re¬ 
public of Korea and north Korea as 
they are the only parties directly con¬ 
cerned. 

"The Republic of Korea has been 
.repeatedly urging north Korea to 
come back to the dialogue. Most 
recently His Excellency President 
Chun Doo Hwan of the Republic of 
Korea made a historic proposal 
announcing that he is prepared to go 
to north Korea or receive Kim ll-sung 
in Seoul. This is the time for north 
Korea to respond positively towards 
this proposal. The Republic of Korea 
urging once again for the resumption 
of the South-North dialogue, reiter¬ 
ates its preparedness to come to the 
negotiation table. 

"The Government of the Republic 
of Korea appreciates the nonaligned 
countries and India as the host country 
which contributed for the non-debate 
of the Korean question at the present 
meeting". 




FIRST FULL MOON 


New Year's Day by the lunar calen¬ 
dar Is the greatest off all daya ffor the 
people in the 'Land off Morning Calm'. 
This year. It fell on February 6. On this 
day, everyone dressed up In new and 
gay clothes, and after annual offering 
to the family ancestors eats special 
foods and prays for good luck In the 
New Year. Youngsters bow before 
their elders to express their filial piety. 
The festivities last till the Full Moon 
day, the fifteenth day of the New 
Year, which Is also called Taeborum. 
On this day, the farmers make predic¬ 
tions for the new year based on the 
mood of the moon. 



Time To Play, Pray And Predict 


T AEBORUM—or First Full Moon of 
the year—is the day when Korean 
villagers pray for good luck and 
make predictions on the year's har¬ 
vest. According to tradition, as the 
moon rises on the eve of the Korean 
full moon festival, people should climb 
hills and make bonfires. 

This year the festival fell on Febru¬ 
ary 19. The farmers believe that if the 
first full moon is white, plentiful rain is 
forecast; if red, a drought is inevitable. 
If the moon has a dark colour, a rich 
harvest is indicated whereas a light 
moon signifies poor harvest. 

On the morning of the festival, 
Koreans wake up unusually early and 
eat chestnuts, walnuts, pinenuts and 
gingkonuts in the hope of good luck 
and protection from illness. The nuts 
are also believed to make the teeth 
stronger and the number of nuts one 
eats corresponds to one's age. 

Then the people drink a cold wine 
called kulpalki-sul to improve their 
hearing. Different kinds of food are 
prepared which includes "Yaksik" or 
sweet rice. It is made of sugar, dates, 
chestnuts, peanuts and walnuts. 

The use of Yaksik apparently dates 
back to the reign of King Soji (479- 
500) the 21st monarch of the Silla 
Kingdom (BC57-935 AD). Legend has 
it that King Soji, while on a visit to a 
house on the 15th day of the first 
month, was sound asleep, when a 


crow came to him and warned him of 
a hidden Buddhist assassin in the 
house. The king, thus escaping dan¬ 
ger, ordered offering of sweet rice to 
the crow as a mark of gratitude. 

On the festival day, people also play 
games and take part in traditional folk 
and religious rites. The items which 
vary from region to region, include 
"Not-tari Nori" (human bridge tread¬ 
ing ) which dates back to the reign of 
King Kongmin (1351-74) of the Koryo 
Kingdom. 

Legend says that a large number of 
women formed a single line and bent 
low in order to let the King's daughter, 
Nokuk Kongju, cross a rivulet treading 
on their shoulders. It is now per¬ 
formed by girls and women in Andong 
and other south eastern coastal pro¬ 
vinces of Kyongsang-do on the night 
of the festival. 



See-saw by women 


Other games include "torch fights", 
''stone throwing", "lion-plan", "tug- 
of-war", and "summer selling". Tug- 
of-war between men and women is 
still popular but stone-throwing has 
been discontinued because of the 
danger involved. The game is played 
between different villages or between 
two parts of a village, and the winner 
is believed to have a rich year. But 
more often than not, the game ended 
in real fights. The tug-of-war between 
men and women is popular in the 
Andong region of Kyongsang Pukto. 
The game usually ends with the 
women winning because men's vic¬ 
tory signifies a poor crop. 

Another interesting phenomenon is 
"summer selling". On the festival 
day, when a man meets another on 
the street, he asks him to "buy my 
summer". This, it is believed, will 
protect the man from heat in summer. 

Though most games on the festival 
day have vanished with the passage 
of time, most families in Seoul and 
other parts of the country still retain 
the custom of eating "Ogokpap" with 
dried vegetables, porum (full moon) 
nuts and fruits and also sweet rice. 

As for the Taeborum games, torch 
lighting, pinenut-burning, kiteflying 
and moon watching are still popular in 
the cities. In the rural areas, people 
still follow most of the old customs on 
the New Year's Full Moon Festival. 

It 











LIFE AND LORE 


Marriage and Mores 


E ARLY marriage has always been 
popular in Korea. There is a 
phrase, "two-eighths youth", 
which means a 16-year-old youth. At 
16 one becomes aware of sex. Six¬ 
teen denotes adolescence. 

During the Yi dynasty, marriage 
at the age of 12 was in vogue, 
but generally, in the case of a girl, 16 
was thought to be appropriate. So the 
Yi dynasty wife tended to be a couple 
of years older than the husband; this 
was so, especially among the upper- 
class families. Among the lower-class 
people, on the other hand, there were 
a great many males who were unable 
to marry at all or until they were quite 
old. This was largely for financial 
reasons. By and large, however, peo¬ 
ple married before the age of 20. 
Confucian Morality 
Social intercourse between men 
and women was not freely permitted. 
Boys and girls were not permitted to 
sit in the same room once they 
reached the age of seven, according 
to a Confucian injunction. The 
Confucian concept that there is a very 
distinct difference between man and 
woman was used to force the woman 
into being inherently inferior to the 
man. This Confucian ethical outlook 
pushed the woman behind the 
scenes. Unauthorized social inter¬ 
course or love affairs between men 
and women were untoward events 
—immorality of grave magnitude. 
There were no opportunities for love 
but only marriage, mainly arranged 
marriage. 

Besides, there were no opportuni¬ 
ties for love even without Confucian 
moral restrictions, because youths 
who were barely aware of love often 
found themselves already married. 

Even in the Confucian society 
youthful pranks were permitted or 
ignored, but not those between man 
and woman. 

Such a social situation doubly handi¬ 


capped the youth in the art of love. 
Their emotion and the attendant art of 
social mixing may be said to have 
been retarded They could not ex¬ 
press their emotions, being aware of a 
hostile society and Confucian moral¬ 
ity. In the Confucian society repres¬ 
sing one's emotions is regarded as a 
sign of being cultured. 

Love in Fantasy 

There is a word sangsa that means 
"thinking of him or her", that is love in 
fantasy, which, however, makes up 
the theme of the bulk of stories 
produced during the Yi dynasty. Love 
affairs before marriage were regarded 
as unethical activities and became the 
source of guilt on the part of good 
men and women of the Confucian 
society. But times change even in 
Korea. Young people now have a 
changed outlook on life and love; they 
are adopting the Western-style mores 
without affectation 

Nowadays, there are two paths to 
marriage; one is by way of love, that 
is, two young people meet and fall in 
love and marry; the other is through 
arranged meeting of two interested 
people with a go-between, and if as a 
result they become interested in each 
other, after a brief period of aquaint- 
ance they marry 
Ceremony 

There is a traditional procedure 
through which they have to go. Of 
course, people can ignore the proce¬ 
dure and get the couple through the 
marriage ceremony, but the hand of 
tradition in marriage is still strong 
among the Korean people. Once the 
feelers of the marriage have been 
exchanged, the two families settle 
down to examine the four pillars of 
the young couple. The four pillars are 
one’s year, month, day, and hour of 
birth which are supposed to have 
influence upon one's fortune. They 
say, so and so's four pillars are good 
and so he will be successful in govern- 



The bride and bridegroom exchange bows and 
drinks across a high table on wfiich are kept a pair 
of wooden ducks , red and blue threads and burning 
candles. The bridegroom, dressed in the uniform of 
Yi Dynasty comes to the wedding astride a horse, 
much in the fashion of north Indian weddings. 

ment service, or his four pillars are so 
bad that he will not only live poorly but 
die young and so on. 

After each other's four pillars are 
examined the pair see if they can live 
harmoniously as a married couple. 
This is called kunghap or marital har¬ 
mony. The kunghap is usually divined 
by a fortune-teller. The four pillars may 
be good, but the kunghap may predict 
difficulty; the result would often be 
that both families would lose interest 
in each other. When, on the other 
hand, one party is not interested in the 
other in the process of negotiation, 
the former may resort to the excuse 
that the kunghap is bad. 

When the four pillars and the kun¬ 
ghap are all good, things progress 
smoothly. The next step is the en¬ 
gagement ceremony. The two fami¬ 
lies get together at the girl's home, a 
hotel, or a restaurant, but not at the 
man's home. They exchange gifts and 
the man's four pillars—the year, 
month, day, and hour of his birth 
written on hand-made white paper 
—are handed over to the girl's family. 

A discussion is then held and finally 
they decide the date of marriage and 






end the first meeting. 

A few days before the wedding 
ceremony, the man's family usually 
sends a box to the girl's family, in 
which the gift (yemul or decorum 
objects) is placed. The yemul in the 
box may be in most cases a ring and 
some other jewelry or yards of red 
and blue cloth to make the traditional 
dress for the lady. 

Date and Venue 

The date of the wedding ceremony 
and its time are selected by a special 
diviner who knows auspicious dates 
and times. In cities, the wedding 
takes place these days at wedding 
halls, specially built for that purpose, 
where usually Western-style wed¬ 
dings are conducted. Amid the music 
played on a piano or tape-recorder the 
bridegroom enters the hall first where 
the guests have already taken seats 
and stands before the presiding elder 
of the ceremony. Then the bride, 
helped by her father, enters and takes 
her stand besides the bridegroom. 
Then the bride and the bridegroom, 
facing each other before the officiator, 
bow to each other and exchange 
wedding gifts and vows. The officiator 
announces the marriage officially and 
usually gives a homily on love, social 
duty, life in general, and so forth. 

For the traditional wedding cere¬ 
mony, the hall of the birde's house in 



the inner yard with a large canopy 
set-up is used. The bridegroom goes 
to the bride's house for the ceremony, 
and he spends a few days at the 
bride’s home before returning home 
with her. 

The main part of the ceremony 
starts when the bride and bridegroom 
stand, facing each other with a high 
table between them and exchange 
bows and drinks. On the table are 
placed a pair of wooden ducks, red 
and blue threads and also burning 
candles. The bridegroom wears the 
official uniform of a Yi dynasty civil 
servant and the bride splendid 
makeup and headgear adorned with 
sparkling decorations. When the bride 
bows she is assisted by an old female 
servant or a woman who is well 
versed in the wedding procedure. 

The First Night 

After the ceremony, the newly mar¬ 
ried couple, with the approach of 
night, go into the reserved room 
where they spend the first night. 
Brothers or sisters of the bride may 
make holes in the paper door of the 
room and peep into the room by 
turns; such frolicking is permitted on 
this night. The bridegroom first takes 
the bride's headgear, undoes the 
coast string of the bride, and takes off 
her sock from one foot only. Then the 
bridegroom puts out the candle. At 
this time he must be careful not to 
blow out the light. If he does so, he is 
breathing luck out of himself. So he 
extinguishes the light with a stick 
which he has brought with him for this 
purpose. 

The newly married couple, once 
they have entered the room for the 
first night, are not supposed to come 
out until after the sun comes up the 
next morning. 

Marriages among people of the 
same clan is frowned upon. Several 
clans may share the same surname. 
One has to make sure that he or she 
does not belong to the clan of the 
intended spouse. If a man finds that 
the girl of his choice is a member of 
the same clan he is prohibited by law 
from marrying her, even if she is a 
cousin one hundred times removed. 
Today there is a movement, spon¬ 
sored mainly by prominent women, to 
abolish this law. 






NEWS FROM KOREA 


NEWS FROM KOREA 


The life expectancy of Korean 
babies born in 1978 79 has been 
tabulated at 63 fcr males and 69 
for females These Korean chil¬ 
dren can expect to live much older 
than their parents 



LIFE EXPECTANCY RISING 

The average life expectancy of Korean babies born 
between 1978-79 has been tabulated at 63 years for 
males and 69 for females indicating that the people's 
average life has been increasing at an annual rate of 
0.6 in the past 70-80 years. According to the latest life 
table, released by the Economic Planning Board (EPB), 
the average life of the Korean population has more 
than tripled from the male's 22.6 and female's 24.4 in 
1906 to 62.7 and 69.1 respectively, in 1978-79. 

The latest figures are comparable to that of Mexico, 
which is credited with the world's fastest rise in 
average life from 32 in 1925 to 62.4 in 1967 

The EPB study said the life expectancy of females 
has continued to climb by a great margin, particularly 
since the 1960s, while that of males has since 
retarded. 

KOREA'S SUCCESS LAUDED 

About 100 Korean and foreign experts on population 
problems attended a seminar at the Asian Institute of 
Public Policy (AIPP) in Seoul. The famous American 
population expert Dr. Philip M. Hauser was the 
principal speaker.At the meeting opened by AIPP 
president Min Kwan Shik, Dr. Hauser praised the 
successful results of the Korean population control 
efforts and extolled Korea's miraculous economic 
growth. 

He said the economic growth was the direct result 
of proper use of manpower resources. The professor 
said Korea did not have many natural resources other 
than human resources and that Korea was a very good 
example in which the large manpower was most 
appropriately utilized along with the high degree of 
their intelligence to yield such remarkable economic 


successes. The "productive urbanization" in Korea 
was also successful, he added. 

DISABLED ARTIST'S SHOW 

Oriental painting artist-calligraphist Kim Chung Ho 
does not use hands but his mouth when he paints and 
does calligraphy This is because his neck bones were 
damaged during his military service resulting in para 
lysis of the body. 

Recently, Kim and his devoted wife Chun Kyung-bun 
organised an exhibition of his works at the Sejong 
Cultural Center in Seoul. On display were 40 Oriental 
paintings and 16 calligraphic works. Every one of the 
52 items on display is the result of painful efforts Kim 
made and an expression of his unflinching spirit and 
unswerving will. 

It took Kim two years to prepare the exhibition 
which he began by using his mouth for painting and 
brush-writing since he was put in hospital for treat¬ 
ment of his injuries. 

Yl PRINCE'S GRAVE 

The graves of Prince Kwangpyong, fifth son of the Yi 
dynasty's King Sejong, his wife and their children have 
been designated as local cultural property. City Hall 
officials said the Seoul City Cultural Assets Preserva¬ 
tion Committee decided to add the graveyard of some 
410,000 square meters in Suso-dong, Kangnam-gu to 
the list of the city's cultural properties. Officials said 
the deceased prince, his wife and their 698 descen¬ 
dants are buried at the site. Officials described the 
graves and 39 other relics in the area, including 
gravestones, as having cultural value. The prince died 
at the age of 20 in 1444. His grave was moved to the 
present site from Samsong-dong, Kangnan-gu, in 1495 
during the first reign of King Yonsan. 



ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


SHIPBUILDING EXPORT GOAL 

The Korean shipbuilding industry has set its export 
goal for this year at $901,750,000, an increase of 46 
per cent over its actual export record of $617,625,000 
for last year, according to the Korea Shipbuilders 
Association. Hyundai Heavy Industries Co. is going to 
be the largest shipbuilding exporter in the industry by 
setting its annual goal at $460 million ($388,670,000 
for 13 ships and $ 80 million for floating steel 
structures). Korea Shipbuilding and Engineering Corp. 
has its annual shipbuilding export goal set at 
$144,970,000 (for 15 ships aggregating 104,000 gross 
tons), the second largest, followed by Samsung 
Shipbuilding Co. with $54,350,000 (for three ships 
aggregating 41,000 gross tons), Korea Tacoma Marine 
Industries Ltd. with $ 47,180,000 (for four ships 
aggregating 12,000 gross tons) and Donghae Co. with 
$19,868,000) (for three ships aggregating 11,000 
gross tons). 


OIL TANKER CONTRACT 

The state-run Korea Shipbuilding and Engineering 



300 ton L.O. convertor in the Pohang Steel Mill, the largest in 
the world. 


Corp. recently obtained a $260 million contract for 
supplying ultra large-scale modern oil tankers, ranging 
from 35,000 DWT to 56,000 DWT, to the Abu Dhabi 
National Tankers' Company. According to the industry 
sources, the company Decame the successful bidder 
in the international bidding hosted by the Abu Dhabi 
state-owned oil company, which was competed for by 
world's leading shipbuilders from Japan, Finland and 
France. The Korean shipbuilder previously supplied a 
total of 20 large oil tankers for the Abu Dhabi oil 
company which helped the Korean firm to win the 
contract ihis time, the industry sources said. 


CONTRACTS WITH SAUDI ARABIA 

Life Construction Co., one of Korea’s top-notch 
contractors, has won three construction contracts 
valued at $70 million from Saudi Arabia last month. Of 
the three contracts, $5 million award was given by the 
Saudi Ministry of Agriculture and Water (MAW) for the 
construction of water supply facilities in Jeddah, $25 
million award by the Saudi Jubail, and Yanbu Royal 
Commission for an industrial estate development 
project in Jubail, and $40 million contract by the Saudi 
Ministry of Communication for a highway construction 
project. 


RISE IN STEEL SHIPMENTS 

Korea’s exports of steel products amounted to 
$1,940 million in 1980, an increase of 45.2 per cent 
over the previous year and $500 million over the 1980 
export target, despite the worldwide economic reces¬ 
sion. Business sources said that Korea's exports to the 
United States, the Middle East and Southeast Asia had 
increased most sharply. Exports of steel bars and wire 
rods rose the most, by 150.8 per cent over 1979 to 
$299,500,000, followed by steel pipe (56.9 per cent to 
$342,20,000), section steel (39.2 per cent to $ 
47,800,000), steel structure (31.2 per cent to $131 
million), steel plate (28.1 per cent to $646,400,000) 
and wire rope (12.7 per cent to $98,300,000). The 
sources attributed the sizable increase in steel exports 
primarily to Korea's efforts to seek new export 
markets and develop new products because of dwind¬ 
ling domestic sales. Korea has set this year's steel 
products export target at $2,350 million, up 21.2 per 
cent over 1980. 
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PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION 

A fullfledged election season has begun as the 
government announced on March 5 that the Nati¬ 
onal Assembly election will be held March 25. 

Candidates have already started to register with the 
election management offices in their district consti¬ 
tuencies. Political parties are bracing up for strategy 
and campaigns to help their candidates win as many 
seats as possible. 

The forthcoming election will pick 184 lawmakers, 
two from each of the 92 electoral districts in the 
country with 92 more to be selected under a propor¬ 
tional ticket system. 

All election funds will be supplied by the govern¬ 
ment to each eligible candidate in an effort to prevent 
the recurrence of money-related corruption as in the 
past. 

Election campaigns, expected to be in full swing by 
mid-March, are expected to become heated this time 
as many political parties have decided to take part in 
the general election. 

Since past National Assembly elections were criti¬ 
cized for political corruption and malpractices, the 
government and the people alike are asked to cooper¬ 
ate in making the upcoming election a fair and 
scrupulous one. 

At a time when a new democracy is taking root in 
the country, politicians and government officials 
should be aware of the fact that the people do not 
want to witness any underhand political dogfights 
recurring in the coming election. 

—Chosun llbo 

ECONOMIC POTENTIAL 

As the nation ushers in the Fifth Republic, we 
believe that the welfare state envisaged by the 
government cannot be realized in a true sense without 
the attainment of the second economic take-off. 

In order to achieve this, paramount priority in the 
national policy should be oriented towards revitalizing 
the nation's economy by making best use of the 
economic potentials that we have thus far accumu¬ 
lated. 

We have experienced severe shocks arising from 
economic setbacks caused by social disturbances. 

Although our economy is on the road to a slow 
recovery, we cannot and should not be satisfied with 
such meager recovery. 

The general public is somewhat buoyant with 
expectations now that the Fifth Republic has officially 


begun. 

That is why the crucial importance of another 
economic leap forward cannot be overemphasized at 
the moment. 

With this in mind, we think that the government 
should concentrate its efforts on recovering the 
people's trust in the government’s economic policy, 
among other things. • 

In the light of past experiences, a firm belief in 
government policy on the part of the people is a key 
factor for assuring the second economic development 
which is now being sought by the government. 

We think that both the government and the people 
should have renewed determination to realize the 
proposed second economic development and should 
cast off their previous easy-going attitudes. 

In this context, we feel that our economy should* 
undergo an extensive and renovative treatment. 

—Kyunghyang Shinmun 

FEELING HAPPINESS 

Happiness of men lies in mental satisfaction rather 
than in a material one. It is very important that men 
feel happy in daily life. 

In the word "work," for which we usually give a 
definition of endeavor after money, more is meant 
than meets the eye. Work should be a spring of 
happiness as well as a way of earning money. 

Therefore, one's satisfaction with his job is indis¬ 
pensable to his happiness and the enhancement of 
productivity. According to a survey that the Economic 
Planning Board recently conducted, learned men and 
professionals were more satisfied than the unedu¬ 
cated and women in their jobs. 

The result, in a sense, is natural because those 
privileged people are more agreeable to the society 
and they work in more favorable circumstances. 

This prompts the concentration of population into 
urban areas and the competition of entering universi¬ 
ties. Under bad working conditions, labor disputes 
arise and substandard products result. 

From this viewpoint, the serious problems spread¬ 
ing in our society stem mostly from the imbalance 
among those conflicting groups. 

To solve the problems, all the porkers should make 
utmost efforts to heighten their own satisfaction while 
putting a high value on their work. The government 
should take institutional measures to eliminate such 
unharmonious factors. 

—Dong-A llbo 



President Chun delivering his inaugutal address at the 
Chamsil Gym tasium after he was sworn in President of the 
Fifth Republic and Songdo recreation park and swimming 
beach, Pusan (below) 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 


President Chun Doo Hwan was sworn in as President of the 
Fifth Republic in a solemn ceremony in Seoul on March 5, 
marking another mile-stone in the consolidation of a democratic 
welfare society. Close on the heels of the ceremony came the 
announcement of parliamentary elections to be held by the end of 
the month, another positive step towards stabilization of demo¬ 
cracy in the country. 

Korea's diplomats assembled in Seoul this month for an annual 
review of their work and Ambassador Chung-Tai Kim, in an 
interview, observed that north Korea's decision not to raise the 
Korean question at the nonaligned conference in New Delhi, last 
month, attests to the growing support in the international 
community, especially in the third world, for the Republic of 
Korea's peaceful and realistic approach to the Korean question. 

The third meeting of the India-Korea Joint Business Council 
held in Seoul in the last week of February is significant because 
the two sides agreed to substantially increase the bilateral trade 
to $ 1 billion within the next five years. 

On the economic front, Korea had achieved a great leap 
forward with the commissioning on February 18 of the fourth 
blast furnace of thePohang Iron and Steel Mill (POSCO), bringing 
its annual production capacity to 8 5 million tonnes, and making 
the steel mill one of the biggest in tne world. 

On the cultural side an article by well known Indian poet, 
Sitakant Mahapatra should interest the readers. Mr Mahapatra 
visited Korea recently Our regular feature, Life and Lore, 
concludes its series on family mores dealing with death and 
funeral ceremonies. Korean News will continue this feature with 
more on the customs and traditions of Korea. 
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THE PRESIDENCY 



The Fifth Republic was for¬ 
mally born on March 3 with 
the swearing-in of President 
Chun Doo Hwan who resolved 
to devote all his energy to rid 
the country of the "three great 
evils"—the threat of war, 
poverty and political repres¬ 
sion. Only this, said the Presi¬ 
dent, would enable the nation 
to build a modern industrial 
democracy. 


A MID soaring popular expecta¬ 
tions for the creation of a demo¬ 
cratic welfare society, President 
Chun Doo Hwan was sworn in in a 
grand ceremony at Chamsil Gymna¬ 
sium in southern Seoul, on March 3, 
1981. 

The ceremony was observed in a 
solemn and grand atmosphere for an 
hour beginning at 11 a.m. participated 
by about 9,000 dignitaries including 
more than 200 foreign congratulatory 
emissaries from about 70 countries. 

During the ceremony. President 
Chun,declaring that he will conduct 
state affairs and lead the government 
"according to law," said that he will 
devote "all my ability and heart" to 
attain freedom from "three great 
evils”—the threats of war, poverty 
and political repression and abuse of 
power. 

The Chief Executive said that "we 
cannot let an individual or a small 
group alone bear responsibility for the 
destiny of our people or our country". 
New leaders must continually emerge 
if creation, innovation and progress are 
to be sustained, he said, adding that 
the days when an individual or a small 
group of leaders could shape the 
course of history are gone. 

"A great history can be fashioned 
only through participation by the en¬ 


CHUN DOO HWAN SWORN IN 


tire people. Nationwide participation is 
also fundamental to ensuring peaceful 
changes of government, a goal long 
aspired to by the Korean people", the 
President said. 

"I want to make it absolutely clear 
that as a man who is stern with 
himself and sincere and honest with 
others—and as a citizen of the Repub¬ 
lic of Korea who desires sustained 
progress for this country—I will not 
fail to establish the tradition of peace¬ 
ful transfer of power, a long-delayed 
national task", President Chun stated 
in his inaugural address. 

President Chun and First Lady Lee 
Soon-ja entered the ceremony site 
exactly at 11 am. guided by Prime 
Minister Nam Duck Woo amidst 
applause from the participants. 

In a prepared speech, the Prime 
Minister praised President Chun "for 
the leadership he had shown in 
helping surmount the national crisis 
following the October 26 incident of 
1979." 

Inaugural Address 

The President read the 7,000-word 
inaugural address, presenting the peo¬ 
ple with a clear picture of the future 
Korea. 


Commenting on the four major na¬ 
tional goals which he said are the 
development of a viable democracy, 
the construction of a welfare state, • 
the realization of a just society and the 
promotion of innovative education and 
culture, the President said he will 
devote his best effort^ to these goals 
during his tenure, firmly laying the 
foundations for their full attainment. 

He said, "No matter how fine our 
goals, they are meaningless unless 
our national security is unflinchingly 
preserved. 

"There is no substitute for national 
security: it is fundamental to national 
survival and the overriding importance^ 
of national security must be indelibly 
ingrained in the people's mind," he 
said. 

Touching on the freedom from the 
"three great evils," the President said 
that freedom from war should mean 
not only the prevention of war but also 
the absence of the fear of war. 

"This requires the attainment of a 
lasting peace on the Korean peninsula 
and the normalization of living condi¬ 
tions for all the Korean people, even¬ 
tually leading to peaceful unification," 
President Chun said. 




President and Madam Chun and guests at a reception in Capitol on March 3 toast to the Fifth Republic Iabove) Military Academy cadets parade m Seoul 
to mark the inauguration of President Chun (below) 


South-North Summit 

Discussing the meaning of his pro¬ 
posal made on Jan. 12 to north Korea 
for an exchange of visits between the 
highest authorities of the two sides, 
the President said he once again 
urges Pyongyang to accept his pro¬ 
posal. "Once it is recognized that free¬ 
dom from war is essential in improv¬ 
ing the quality of life for all Korean 
people, the creation of mutual trust 
between the South and the North is 
obviously a most urgent matter", he 
said. 

On freedom from poverty, the Pres¬ 
ident said it has been yearned for by 
the Korean people for centuries. Un¬ 
endowed with significant natural re¬ 
sources the Korean people once 
accepted poverty as their fate. 

Discussing freedom from political 
repression and abuses of power, the 
President said that in order to prevent 
their recurrence, he will conduct the 


affairs of state and lead the govern¬ 
ment "according to law". 

"The key to freedom from political 
repression and abuses of power is 
faithful compliance with the Constitu¬ 
tion and the other laws of this land. 
Revisions of laws to serve special 
interest groups must be thoroughly 
precluded," he stated. 

President Chun said he is convinced 
that only by achieving freedom from 
these three evils will the nation be 
able to build a modern, industrial 
democracy, and thus bequeath a lega¬ 
cy that will promote the welfare of all 
for generations to come. 

Building a New Nation 

To lay the foundations for the nation 
to realize the historic task of building a 
prosperous and democratic nation, it 
must achieve another great take-off 
in the 1980s, he said. 

To accomplish this, the 1980s 







should be a decade of great national 
progress in every field in an atmos¬ 
phere of stability and harmony, he 
said. "All should participate in creating 
the foundations for affluence and 
well-being that we shall bequeath to 
posterity." 

Festive Mood 

In marked contrast to the past, 
the ceremony was attended by a 
broad spectrum of society About 
5,200 persons represented the lowest 
level administrative units. Leaders of 
old people's fraternities, farmers, 
workers, representative athletes and 
artists and 300 overseas Koreans, 
including former dissidents, were also 
on hand. 

About 500 doves were released in 
front of the gymnasium as the Pres¬ 
idential couple left the gymnasium. 

A festive mood prevailed in Seoul 
and other parts of the country with 
various colorful ceremonies, events 
and performances to celebrate the 
inauguration. Highlighting the com¬ 
memorative programs was a parade 
by military personnel, students, and 
citizens from each province. The Pres¬ 
idential couple along with about 200 
foreign emissaries, viewed the parade 
from a temporary stand in front of the 
Economic Planning Board building. 

Since the day was a public holiday, 
palaces, parks and other resorts in and 
near the city were crowded with 
people. Admission to those places 
was free. 

A reception was held in the main 
hall of the Capital at 6 p.m. attended 
by about 1,200 dignitaries. 

In his dinner speech. President 
Chun said international relations today 
are characterized by an increasing 
interdependency between nations 
and appealed to Korea's friends and 
allies for even closer cooperation and 
understanding. 

The President said the Republic of 
Korea had emerged out of its recent 
ordeals and made an important first 
step toward a hopeful Fifth Republic. 

The Chief Executive told Korea's 
allies that Korea will further build on 
the existing bond of friendship and 
cooperation with them. It will also 
seek to establish new relations with 
those countries which do not share 
the same ideology or political and 
social systems With Korea, he added. 


THE NATION 


Campaign for Parliamentary Election 

THE RACE IS ON 


A FTER the announcement of the 
March 25 parliamentary elec-, 
tions, major political parties are 
all out to get the drop on their rivals at 
the outset of the electioneering. 

Major political party leaders held 
news conferences one by one in order 
to create a fresh momentum for inten¬ 
sive campaigns. 

In a striking contrast to the Feb. 11 
electoral college elections, political 
parties are believed likely to unleash 
an intensive campaign for the forth¬ 
coming assembly elections. 

The DJP headed by President Chun 
Doo Hwan intends to appeal to the 
people for support on the premise 
that the President needs endorse¬ 
ment by a majority in the Assembly to 
be able to realize his leadership goal of 
creating a democratic welfare society. 

The forthcoming election will pick 
184 lawmakers, two from each of the 
92 electoral districts across the coun¬ 
try. In addition, 92 more will be 
selected in the national constituency, 
the number of which will be divided 
on the basis of the parliamentary 
seats to be won in the March 25 
election. 

Some 12 political parties are pre¬ 
sumed to participate in the elections 
to be held under the new Constitution 

The announcement of the 
parliamentary elections has 
enabled major political parties 
to unleash an intensive cam¬ 
paign; fresh momentum being 
brought in by the news con¬ 
ferences of the senior party 
leaders. Some 12 political par¬ 
ties are to participate in the 
elections to be held under the 
new Constitution. _ 

for the first time, recording the high¬ 
est competition rate. 

Among them are the DJP, DKP, 
KNP, the Civil Rights Party (CRP), the 
Democratic Socialist Party (DSP), the 
New Political Party (NPP), the Won- 
min, the Ammin. Socialist Party and 
the Christian Democratic Party (CDP). 


According to the Central Election 
Management Committee, 634 candi¬ 
dates will vie in the election, recording 
an average competition ratio of 3.445 
to 1. 

The ratio compares with 3.1:1 re¬ 
corded in the last parliamentary elec¬ 
tions held in 1978. 

SAMIL MOVEMENT 

Marking the 62nd anniversary of the 
Samil Independence Movement 
against Japanese rule, a commemora¬ 
tive ceremony was held at the Sejoijg 
Cultural Center on March 1. The funo 
tion was attended by about 5000 peo¬ 
ple including high-ranking officials, for¬ 
mer independence fighters, bereaved 
family members of those who were 
killed in the movement and others. 
Each of the 1,107 members of the 
Kwangbokhoe, a fraternity group of 
former independence fighters, was 
presented with a memorial clock by 
Seoul Mayor Park Young-su at a re¬ 
ception held at the Sejong Hall after 
the ceremony. 

Sixty two years ago, on March 1, 
1919, the people of Korea rose in a 
spontaneous and passive resistance 
movement in the face of increasing 
Japanese suppression. The latent re¬ 
sistance spirit of the Korean people 
found expression in many ways, but 
on this historic day, a group of 33 
patriots gathered before a crowd at 
the Pagoda Park in downtown Seoul 
and read Korea’s "Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence". It was followed by a 
peaceful mass demonstration for na¬ 
tional independence. But the move¬ 
ment was ruthlessly suppressed by 
Japanese policy. They arrested the 
leaders of the agitation, tortured and 
killed many of them. They also merci¬ 
lessly gunned down the peaceful de¬ 
monstrators, leaving a blood-stained 
leaf in the history of Korea's independ¬ 
ence movement. The first day of 
every March brings back the sad 
memory, and the people of Korea pay 
homage to those who laid down their 
lives in their fight for independence. 




_ The India-Korea Joint Business Council in session in Seoul, on February 23 

INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 


$1 BILLION TARGET FOR MUTUAL TRADE 


T HE captains of Korean and Indian 
industry and commerce have 
come to an agreement that the 
bilateral trade between the Republic 
of Korea and India will quadruple to 
touch the $ 1,000 million mark within 
the next five years 
This was pne of the major clauses 
of the agreement signed between the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FICCI) and 
the Korea Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry at Seoul on February 23, 
The trade between the two coun¬ 
tries was worth $227 million in 1980. 
India's major export was iron ore 
while cement and steel goods 
accounted for more than half of 
Korea's total sales to India. 

The joint communique issued at the 
end of the third meeting of the Joint 
Business Council, in which 80 busi¬ 
nessmen and government officials 
from both sides took part, the two 


countries also agreed to seek joint 
ventures to make the optimum use of 
India's cheap labour and abundant raw 
materials and Korea's expertise and 
high technology, especially in the con¬ 
struction business. 

A consortium will be formed to 
promote joint ventures in the boom 
ing construction markets of the Mid¬ 
dle East and Africa 
Taking into note the "irregular third- 
flag" liner services on which the two 

Indo-Korean business will 
be expanded five-fold within 
the next five years, decided 
the captains of industry and 
trade of the two countries at 
the Joint Business Council 
meeting. They are also to ex¬ 
plore third country projects in 
collaboration and seek to start 
direct liner services between 
the two countries. 


countries depended for their bilateral 
trade, it was agreed to exert efforts to 
hasten the establishment of direct 
liner services. 

It was also felt that technology 
improvement in small and labour in¬ 
tensive enterprises in India could be 
effected with Korean collaboration. It 
was decided that a few industries 
could be chosen to explore the form 
of co-operation. The matter has been 
referred to the standing committee of 
the India-Korea Joint Business Council 
for further discussion. 

In the light of the general foreign 
investment guidelines outlined by the 
Korean government and India's new 
industrial policy, both delegations dis¬ 
cussed in detail the eligible projects 
for foreign investment and ownership 
which can lead to joint ventures. The 
Indian move to open 100 per cent 
export industries also found favour 
with the Korean businessmen. 
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In view of the liberalisation policies, 
the Indian delegation showed keen 
interest in Korea's major export items, 
such as syi thetic fibre, fertilisers, 
ships, edible oils, organic chemicals 
and iron and steel articles, while the 
Korean team was interested in the im¬ 
port of natural resources, components, 
spares and accessories, cutting¬ 
grinding machines, agricultural pro¬ 
ducts and animal feed. Cooperation 
was also possible in areas like re¬ 
sources development, maritime and 
air transportation services and infor¬ 
mation. 

At the meetings of the Joint Busi¬ 
ness Council, Mr Sei Young Park, 
head of the Korean delegation, was 
elected chairman and Mr K.N Modi, 
leader of the Indian team, co- 
chairman. The joint meeting was 
opened with welcome addresses by 
Mr Soo Chang Chung, president of 
the Korea Chamber of Commeice and 
Industry, Mr Modi, Mr Sun Kil Kim, 
Vice Minister of Commerce and In¬ 
dustry, and Mr V V. Paranjpe, Ambas¬ 
sador of India in Seoul 
Mr Nam Duck Woo, Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Korea, also received 
the Council representatives and 
underlined the need to improve 
economic cooperation. 

The Indian team was particularly 
impressed by the hearty welcome and 
careful arrangements which contri¬ 
buted to making the Council meeting 
a great success. 

The Joint Standing Committe meet¬ 
ing would be held in mid-year to 
follow up the agreement. It was also 
decided that the fourth meeting of the 
Joint Business Council would be held 
in New Delhi on a mutually convenient 
date. 

11TH SEOUL TRADE SHOW 

The Korea Trade Office in New 
Defhi is organizing a Business Tour 
Group (BTG) to Korea, in collaboration 
with the SITA World Travel, New 
Delhi, to visit the forthcoming 11th 
Seoul Trade Show, organized by the 
Korea Trade Promotion Corporation 
scheduled to be held from April 1 to 
20, 1981. 

The BTG is scheduled to leave India 
on April 3 and return on April 19. The 
Group will also visit Bangkok, Tokyo, 
Taipei, and Hongkong. The sponsors 
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of the tour proposes to arrange all the 
facilities for the members of the 
Group with a 40 per cent saving on 
the expenditure. 

In the Trade Show held annually in 
Seoul, more than 350 leading Korean 
manufacturers participate and offer 
their latest products such as machin¬ 
ery, transport equipment, steel pro¬ 
ducts, electricals and electronics, con¬ 
struction material, shipbuilding mate¬ 
rials, petro-chemicals, textiles and 
general consumer goods. 

ORIENTAL PAINTING CLASSES 

A class on Oriental (Korean) Paint¬ 
ing is held every Wednesday at the 
auditorium of the Korean Embassy. 
The classes started five years ago has 
been attracting an increasing number 
of enthusiasts, mainly from the Indian 
and diplomatic communities. The clas¬ 
ses are conducted by Mrs Puntieri, a 
Korean married to an Italian journalist 
stationed in Delhi. 

On March 14, 1981 Mrs Puntieri and 
her Oriental Painting Group held an 
exhibition of Oriental paintings at the 
Ashoka Hotel The special characteris¬ 
tic of the exhibited paintings was that 
most of them, irrespective of the 
nationality of the artist, had nature as 
the theme and had striking similar¬ 
ities. This is particularly true of bam¬ 
boos, orchids and chrysanthemums 
which found their expressions in 
the paintings 

INTERNATIONAL EVENING 

The Indo-Korean Society in Madras, 
with the assistance of the Korean 
Embassy, participated in the Inter¬ 
national Evening of Music and Dance, 
held in Madras on March 14, 1981, 
and set up a stall representing the 
Republic of Korea. 

The International Evening is one of 
the biggest festivals in Madras and is 
organized by the Guild of Service, a 
leading charitable organization of 
which the Tamilnadu Governor is the 
patron. Republic of Korea is participat¬ 
ing in the fair for the first time. The 
other participants in the fair were 
USA,USSR, UK, Japan, and the Feder¬ 
al Republic of Germany and all the 
Indian States and Union Territories. 

The Korean pavilion with its tradi¬ 
tional food stall and exhibits of beauti¬ 
ful Korean dolls adorning traditions 
Korean dress, posters depicting the 



Mr. Sei Young Park (left), head of the Korean 
delegation and Mr. K.N. Modi, president of the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry, sign the joint communique (top). 
An exhibition of Oriental paintings on show at 
the Ashoka Hotel, in New Delhi, on March 14 
(above) and Mrs. Puntieri demonstrates the art 
at a painting class (right). 

life and beauty of Korea, miniatures of 
dancedrums, flower shoes, winnower- 
and other items of day-to-day use, 
attracted a large.prowd, The foodstall, 
which supplied the popular Korean 
food items such as pulgogi and chap - 
che with Kimchi and ginseng tea, was 
crowded throughout the day; and 
more than 800 visitors to the fair 
enjoyed Korean food. 

The exhibits and the sale proceeds 
of the food items were donated to the 
charitable fund of the Guild bf Service. 


SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS 




Growing World Support For 
ROK’s Stand 


T HE Republic of Korea has always 
held that the Korean question, in 
accordance with the principle of 
self-determination, should be solved 
by the Korean people themselves. 

President Chun DooHwan's January 
12 proposal for highest-level summit 
between the two Koreas is in con¬ 
formity with the realization that bi¬ 
lateral negotiation is the only way 
open to peaceful settlement of the 
issue. 

President Chun had renewed his 
call for a high-level summit several 
times. During a visit to his hometown 
Taegu, in the second week of March, 
the President declared that his pro¬ 
posal is aimed at preventing the recur¬ 
rence of a war on the Korean penin¬ 
sula. 

Ambassador to India, Chung-Tai 
Kim, who has been in Seoul to attend 
the annual meeting of the Korean 
diplomats, observed that north 
Korea's decision not to raise the Ko¬ 
rean question at the Nonaligned Fore¬ 
ign Ministers' Conference in February 
attests to the growing support in the 
international community, especially in 
the third world, for the Republic of 
Korea's peaceful and realistic 
approach to the Korean question. He 
also said that the influence of the 
leftist-leaning members of the non- 
aligned movement had waned signifi¬ 
cantly during the last couple of years. 

"This trend, coupled with the grow¬ 
ing bilateral relations between the 
Republic of Korea and nonaligned 
nations, has contributed to neutraliz¬ 
ing north Korea's belligerency at the 
nonaligned forum". Ambassador Kim 
added. He also pointed out that Re¬ 
public of Korea’s effort to resume a 
dialogue with north Korea, as typified 
by the January 12 proposal has drawn 
a favourable response from many 
nonaligned countries. 


Republic of Korea's Permanent 
Observer at the United Nations, Yun 
Suk-heun, has pointed out that Presi¬ 
dent Chun's timely and far-reaching 
proposal calling for an exchange of 
visits with Kim ll-sung drew a positive 
response at the United Nations. 
Ambassador Yun, who was also in 
Seoul, said that the President's epoch- 


Even with its stereo¬ 
typed propaganda, north 
Korea would not be 
able to justify its re¬ 
luctance to respond to 
Seoul's acknowledged 
peaceful initiative for the 
unification of the father- 
land. 


making offer and his subsequent 
meeting with Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim had served to further 
strengthen Republic of Korea's posi¬ 
tion vis-a-vis north Korea at the world 
body. "Even with its stereotyped 
propaganda, north Korea would not be 
able to justify its reluctance to res¬ 
pond to our peacful intentions," he 
added. Despite north Korea's negative 
response, the UN Secretary General 
will continue to provide what help he 
can for the peaceful solution of the 
Korean question in his capacity as the 
international peace-maker. 

Mr Yun has also opined that the era 
is past when north Korea could count 
on the third world to sympathise with 
its position on the Korean question, 
which he said, boils down to a call for 
radical reunification of the Korean 
peninsula by force, if necessary, in the 
style of Communist north Korea. 
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PUSAN SIGHTS The sentinel like Oryvk-do islands off 
them {above). Korean girls paying homage to the miematroi 
War, at the United Nations Cementery m Pusan (above rigi 





















ast with the observation post on top of one of 
force soldiers , who laid their lives in the Korean 
r skiing off Pusan coast (below leftj and a night 



The Gateway to Korea 


P USAN is a port city on the south 
ern tip of Korean peninsula, 4b0 
miles from Seoul. It is today the 
largest port and the second largest 
city in Korea boasting a population of 
over three million From top of the 
Yongdu hill in the heart of the city one 
can see a panoramic view of the 
sprawling city 

Pusan historically has been the 
gateway to Korea from Japan and the 
Western world by sea. The harbor is 
well protected with a range of hills to 
the northwest and sentinel-liko is 
lands on the south 
The name of Pusan dates from the 
Koryo period and refers to peaks rising 
to 2,500 feet behind the port city 
which were thought to resemble the 
rim of a cauldron Pusan was formally 
opened for trade in 1876, and gradual¬ 
ly developed into Korea's principal 
port. 

Though a commercial and industrial 
city Pusan has also maintained its 
reputation as a tourist centre for the 
south. Pusan and its vicinity present a 
number of attractive tourist spots, 
some of them with historic import 
ance. 

Songdo and Haeundae Beaches: 

Situated on the western section of the 
city, Songdo beach is lined by pine- 
woods like a wall The beach is noted 
for beautiful seaside scenery and fine 
sands. 

Heaundae beach is about 20 km 
from downtown Pusan It is favoured 
for hot springs and sandy beach. 
People in large number descend on 
this beach in summer for swimming 
Tongbaek or Camellia Island lying in 
the east of the beach is famous for 
camellia flowers and offers a good 
sauntering course for the tourists. 

Tongnae Hot Spring and Kum- 
kang Park: Tongnae hot spring town 
lies about 15 km from downtown 
Pusan. The hot spring is reputedly 
good for curing rheumatism, skin and 
stomach diseases. Kumkang Park, 
nearby, has many historical monu¬ 


ments and old structures and is co 
verod with cherry trees and purple 
trees An excellent golf course is an 
added attraction to those who come 
to stay in the hot spring lodges here. 

Mt. Kumjong and Pomo Temple: 

Mt. Kumjong lies about 20 km north of 
Pusan There is a huge 50 ft high rock 
with a fountain in the middle The 
Pomo temple is close by the foun¬ 
tain The temple was built during the 
Silla Dynasty period and rebuilt in 
1613 More than 100 Buddhist monks 
live in the large temple The famous 
Sokka pagoda of the temple is desig¬ 
nated as a national treasure The pre¬ 
cincts of this temple are an enchant¬ 
ing fairyland of natural beauty which 
attract crowds of visitors in any 
season. 

The UN Cemetery: On a more 
sombre note there is the UN Cemet¬ 
ery located in the outskirts of Pusan in 
the direction of Haeundae Beach. It is 
the only one of its kind in the world 
where the war dead from sixteen Ko¬ 
rean War allies rest in honored 
serenity 

For those with a special interest for 
boat-ride the Pusan harbour provides 
a fine opportunity. Boat rides through 
the harbour and faster travel by ferry 
or hydrofoil ships to Cheju Island or 
along the picturesque south coast to 
Chungmu, Namhae-do or Yosu will 
provide some of the rarest beach and 
island scenery to be found on a 
peninsula noted for coastal beauty. 

As the city lies on the southern tip 
of the peninsula Pusan enjoys some¬ 
what milder weather than the capital 
city, Seoul. The city is easily accessi¬ 
ble from Seoul with hourly flights from 
Kimpo International airport, and with 
more frequent bus service traversing 
the Expressway, reaching the city 
from Seoul in 4Vi hours. It is equally 
well connected with other parts of the 
country. In addition daily air flights 
link Pusan with Japan. There are 
several shoreline hotels meeting inter 
national standards in Pusan. 
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CULTURAL EXCHANGE 


EVENING ON TOHAM MOUNTAIN 


Oriya writer Sitakant Mahapatra finds the continuity 
of Korean culture and tradition from the days of the 
ancient Silia kings to the modern day and discovers 
how and why the Koreans manage to preserve their 
ancient culture. 


T HE sun was briskly climbing 
down the western horizon as our 
car completed its journey along 
the winding road on Toham mountain 
We left the car at the wide promon¬ 
tory on the hill-slope facing west and 
started walking to the Sokkulam tem¬ 
ple-grotto about five hundred metres 
ahead As we turned the corner along 
the mountain road the shadows of the 
mountains lengthened on the east 
side Along the road there were hun¬ 
dreds of visitors, foreigners as well as 
Koreans, old men and women, entire 
families with small children on the 
shoulders of the father or mother, and 
young men and women whom you 
would normally see in places of 
amusement. The five hundred-metre 
refreshing walk through the wooded 
landscape along the winding road took 
us ultimately to Sokkulam Temple. 

My young Korean friend from the 
Ministry Mr Rhee was explaining to 
me the importance of Sokkulam Tem¬ 
ple in Korean cultural history Buddh¬ 
ism came into Korea in the latter half 
of the fourth century. It came from 
India through China and later became 
the state religion In the words of an 
ancient chronicler: "Buddhist temples 
became as numerous in Korea as 
stars in the sky and pagodas sprang 
up like a flock of geese in the wind '' 
Dusk was descending fast and sha¬ 
dows were lengthening on the moun¬ 
tain slopes. We climbed up a few 
steps where the winding road ended 
and were now face to face with the 
exquisite granite Buddha statue in 
the 1200-year-old temple-grotto The 
three-metre high^Buddha sits on a lo¬ 
tus pedestal at the centre of the grot¬ 
to. The left hand of the statue rests on 
the lap with the palm pointing upwards 
signifying meditation. The right hand 
with the fingers pointing downwards 
is said to be in gesture of calling the 
earth to witness and signifying the 
activity of the Lord for the redemption 
of humanity in this universe. It is 
indeed a priceless possession not 
only of Korean or Buddhist sculpture 
but of world art in general. It is difficult 


to come across another stone-figure 
which combines power and peace, 
majesty and composure, energy and 
tranquillity in such measured and ele¬ 
gant proportions and such exquisite 
manner 

The statue is a masterpiece of the 
culture of the unified Silla period. The 
artist has made it so life-like that you 
would feel that the Lord has just 
closed his eyes and any moment, 
maybe in a few seconds, those lotus 
eyes bathed in compassion would 
open and look at the world again The 
eye-brows are compositions in seren¬ 
ity and breathe the voice of silence. 
With the lotus eyes the entire body 
and the face are aglow with the truth 
of life and serene meditation. 

The Buddha figure faces directly 
south-east. The rays of the morning 
sun as it rises over tne eastern horizon 
enter the grotto and play at the foot of 
the statue, lighting up the serenity and 
splendour on the face of this magni¬ 
ficent statue. The small Sokkulam 
temple has a domed hall, a small 
square community room and another 
small corridor that connects the main 
hall which has a granite wall. The 
other constructions are in wood and 
tile. 

The floor plan is in line with simitar 
Buddhist temples in India. While the 
main figure of Lord Buddha sits in the 
centre, there are ten niches which are 
carved on the walls below the dome 
and each of them has a seated Bodhi- 
sattva. Recent research reveals that 
the main figure is that of Amitava, the 
Buddha of infinite light. A figure of 
Avalokiteswar, one of the Bodhisatt- 
vas, is another exquisite figure which 
has eleven heads looking in all direc¬ 
tions. 

Sokkulam is rightly noted as one of 
the greatest Buddhist art treasures 


anywhere in the world-. The flowering 
of Buddhist art in Korea was between 
the second half of 17th century and 
the mid-18th century. This was also 
the period of close contact with India 
and China. Buddhism was not merely 
an elite religion; it had won a place in 
the hearts and minds of the people 
and had become a way of life. Young 
students and monks from Korea went* 
to India, and China to pursue their 
studies and the state's interest in art 
and culture and its attachment to the 
Buddhist faith helped produce some 
of the finest pieces of Buddhist sculp¬ 
ture 

Toham mountain is to the north¬ 
east of Kyongju. It was the capital of 
Korea from the 5th to the 13th cen¬ 
tury. Even today it is considered the 
cultural capital of Korea, containing 
not only the Sokkulam Temple and 
other architectural pieces around it 
but also the equally famous Pulguksa 
Temple. Both were built in the 8th 
century on the Toham mountain by 
the same person, Kim Tae-song. 

According to one legend Kim Tae- 
song did some excellent meritorious 



THE AUTHOR 

Sitakant Mahapatra is a major 
force in modem Indian poetry. 
He has more than a dozen publi- 
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The granite Buddha statue in the 1200-year 
old Sokkutam Temple. The rays of the morning 
sun enter the grotto, lighting up the serenity 
and splendour on the face of this magnificent 
statue. 


work during his existence in this world 
for which he was reborn during the 
Silla period. Once during a hunt 
along the slopes of the Toham moun¬ 
tain, he caught a bear. While spending 
the night in a small country-house at 
the foot of the mountain, he had a 
nightmare in which the bear attacked 
him fiercely. In a pleading gesture to 
the Toham mountain, he appealed for 
forgiveness and promised to con- 
* struct a temple on the site where he 
had caught the bear. He was the Chief 
Minister to the King for five years 
between 745 and 750 A.D. and there¬ 
after devoted himself personally to 
the construction of two temples until 
his death. 

The Toham mountain stands majes¬ 
tically facing the sea. In the historical 
times it provided a natural protection 
against foreign invaders. 

Historians feel that it had become 
customary to offer sacrifices to gods 
on this eastern peak of the mountain 
for the prosperity of the community 


and the safety of the nation. As a 
matter of fact the mortal remains of 
the fourth King of the Silla Dynasty 
were brought over to the mountain 
slope and buried there. 

The mountain side was already get¬ 
ting dark, spreading a blue haze. One 
could sense, looking at the large 
number of visitors now returning 
home, the presence of a living tradi¬ 
tion that attracts so many to this far 
off mountain site for a view of the 
Lord. We waited, breathing in the 
calm mountain air till some stars came 
out on the sky and then walked back 
to our car. 

The previous evening the President 
of Korean International PEN, Madam 
Moh, had given a dinner for me in the 
most recent posh hotel at Seoul, the 
Silla. Some novelists and critics and 
office-bearers of the Korean PEN 
were at the dinner. The discussion 
had turned to modern Korean poetry 
and fiction and how it was looking 
back at the tradition. 

I was not surprised that the ultra¬ 
modern and exquisite hotel had taken 
its name from the celebrated,'Korean 
dynasty. In Korea today, modern cul¬ 
ture and economic growth are not 
divorced from tradition, a search for 
roots and what defines the true Ko¬ 
rean spirit. This sense of national 
identity and cultural self-image is a 
fascinating aspect of modern Korean 
culture and is reflected in literature 
and art. There have been attempts to 
undertake systematic study of the 
various aspects of Korean tradition 
and find their integral unity and co¬ 
relation. Academies have been estab¬ 
lished for the purpose and they study 
all forms of traditional performing and 
plastic arts, miniatures and sculp¬ 
tures, literature and oral tradition 

We had seen during the day not 
only Sokkulam Temple but also the 
Pulguksa Temple which are perhaps 
the two living monuments to the spirit 
of the celebrated Silla dynasty. The 
evening calm had descended on the 
hills and jungles through which our car 
climbed down to the little lake on 
whose shores the Chosun Hotel nest¬ 
led. Calm that reigned the land¬ 
scape and this Land of the Morning 
Calm was of a piece indeed with the 
calm on the face of the Sokkulam 
Buddha. 


cations both in Oriya and English 
on poetry, literary criticism and 
art. He is a Fellow of the Interna¬ 
tional Academy of Poets and is 
represented in several interna¬ 
tional anthologies of poetry. His 
poems have been translated into 
most European languages. A 
member of the Executive Board 
of the Indian National Academy 
of Letters and the Indian Nation¬ 
al Commission for Co-operation 
with UNESCO, Mr Mahapatra 
recently visited the Republic of 
Korea and other countries in 
South-East Asia on a cultural 
exchange programme. 
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DEATH AND FUNERAL 
IN KOREAN TRADITION 

Concluding part of the series on family life 
in Korean tradition 


W HEN an illness becomes se¬ 
rious, showing signs of it 
being beyond recovery, the 
master of the house is moved to the 
master's room. If he is not the head of 
the household he is moved to the 
room that has been assigned to him. 
The house is cleaned and the room is 
cleared of furniture. The patient is laid 
in the room with his head pointing 
toward the east, wearing new clean 
clothes. 

Members of the family sit around 
the patient and massage his limbs 
and, when he ceases to breathe, plug 
the nose and the mouth with fluffy 
cotton wool. If the patient is a man, 
his last moment should not be watch¬ 
ed by any female member of the 
family. If the patient is a woman it is 
the other way round. When the 
patient dies, they cover him with a 
quilt, and the family members express 
their sorrow by wailing aloud. This 
wailing is called gok, and the loud gok 
informs villagers of the death of the 
man. 

The family wishfully think that the 
dead may return to life. So one of the 
male members of the family climbs up 
the roof with the clothes which the 
dead has been wearing and calls out 
his name, shouting pok, pok 
(meaning return) three times. This is 
asking the soul of the dead man to 
return to the body. When it does not, 
they understand that their beloved 
has left them forever. 

The family then wear white and 
simple clothes and rid the house of 
anything that looks cheerful or im¬ 
modest. The sacrificial food and the 
coffin are ordered, prepared and obitu¬ 
ary notices are sent out. In the old 
days, servants of the family or hired 
messengers used to carry the notices, 
but these days the modern communi¬ 
cation system is taken advantage of 
When one receives the obituary 
notice, one is not supposed to take it 


into his house but puts it into a chink 
outside the wall or the front gate or 
some such place. 

The coffin for the dead man might 
have been made a long time before 
his demise, especially among upper- 
class people. The coffin, is made of 
waterproof wood, such as oak or pine. 
It should have only six planks; the 
heaven plank, the earth plank, and the 
east, west, south, and north planks. 

The preparation of the corpse for 
burial is called yom. The yom requires 
bathing the dead man and dressing 
him in new clothes. The finger and toe 
nails are cut and the clippings are put 
into a small bag which is placed under 
the quilt. A banner, made of red cloth 
on bamboo pole with the name and 
the rank of the dead man inscribed on it, 
is placed in front of the room where 
the body is kept. 

Those who have received the obi¬ 
tuary notices come to the bereaved 
family to convey their condolences. 
Their names are recorded in a condo¬ 
lence book. In Korea it is said that if a 
friend does not appear at the house 
of the bereaved family within three 
days of the death to express sym¬ 
pathy, it amounts to breaking off the 
friendship. 

The condolence visitors leave a 
sum of money as a token of their 
sympathy. In the old days, they would 
send barrels of rice gruel prepared • 
with red beans mashed and strained. 
The visitors kowtow twice to the 
deceased who is placed by now in the 
coffin and exchange a kowtow with 
the principal mourner, usually the 
eldest son of the dead man, and 
express their deep-felt sorrow to him. 

The family members and close rela¬ 
tives of the deceased wear mourning 
garments. Nowadays, a government 
drive is. on to curb the extravagance of 
funeral rites. The government- 
sponsored rules stipulate that the 
mourners wear black with armbands 


LIFE AND LORE 


Traditionally, a funeral cere¬ 
mony in a Korean household 
is elaborate and expensive. In 
olden times, the principle mo¬ 
urners—the sons—regarded 
themselves as sinners who 
have failed in filial piety, the 
parental death being proof of 
the failure. They wore only 
white cloths and avoided sing¬ 
ing and drinking for as long as 
three years. __ 

of ramie fabric. But Confucian custom 
stipulated that mourning dress should 
be a traditional two-piece dress; all 
pieces must be of ramie fabric. The 
headgear consists of a long, square 
hat, also of ramie fabric, and a thick 
rope of hemp circling the head. The 
waist of the mourner is also tied with 

The chief mourner is clothed in the 
traditional hemp at the funeral ceremony 
(right) and the cortege being earned in a 
procession to the burial ground (below). 



a hemp rope. A bamboo walking stick 
and straw woven shoes are also must 
items for the mourners. The mourners 
close to the deceased may wear only 
a ramie fabric hat. 

The c hulsang or carrying the bier to 
the tomb site occurs on the third, fifth, 
seventh, or ninth day of death. The 



third day is becoming popular these 
days. A prominent family may delay 
the chulsang, in the old days, up to the 
fortieth day. The funeral procession 
with the bier at the front marches 
toward the grave site, a man singing 
threnodies expressing the emptiness 
of dew-like life in a long, sorrowful 


voice. This man sings and rings a bell 
and the bier bearers sing after the lead 
man in unison. The bier is followed by 
the family members of the dead, 
relatives, villagers, and so on. 

At the burial site, a pit has been dug 
with the precise calculation of four 
directions by the "wind-and-water" 
diviner or geomancer. This is done 
extremely carefully to ensure acquir¬ 
ing the benefit of the subterranean 
energy of the earth. 

The funeral bier is made to look 
splendid and gaudy by covering it with 
colorful paper flowers and furbelows. 
The top of the bier is covered with a 
square red cloth which flutters in the 
wind. The bier bearers may be young 
men of the village or the members of 
a funeral kye organised to prepare for 
such occasions. 

At the proper time the coffin is 
lowered into the grave. Earth or. 
better, clay is packed round the coffin, 
and to prevent water from seeping 
into the coffin the earth is hardened 
by men stamping on it. This is done to 
the accompaniment of singing. The 
grave is dug a meter below the 
surface and the mound should rise a 
meter-above the ground level. The 
grave and the surrounding area are 
planted with grass and trees to pro¬ 
tect the area from erosion. 

Various stone monuments are 
erected on proper spots, of which the 
main piece is a square stone table 
about one square meter, upon which 
the sacrificial food can be placed. Two 
stone posts are put in front of the 
mound and a large plaque is put up on 
which a brief biography of the de¬ 
ceased is inscribed. The inscriptions 
on the monuments, which contain 
laudatory phrases as well as factual 
descriptions, play an important role in 
historical and genealogical research. 

After the funeral, an ancestral tab¬ 
let, usually, of wood, is made and 
placed in the family shrine. A white 
pall is draped in front of the tablet and 
an incense burner and candles are 
also placed. Those who could not 
come for the funeral come later and 
express their sorrow by wailing in 
front of the tablet. 

It is believed that, even though the 
body may lie in the grave, the soul 
stays with the family at home, so at 
every mealtime the meal table is 


prepared and offered at the tablet for 
a month and thereafter only breakfast 
on the first and fifteenth days of the 
month until the first anniversary. 

The sacrificial rite on the first 
anniversary of death is called sosang. 
On the sosang day the senior mem¬ 
bers of the family have ablutions to 
prepare for the rite. Ritual vessels and 
sacrificial food are made ready. At 
dawn the family conducts the rite, one 
of which is loud wailing. Relatives and 
friends would come and pay their 
respects to the dead on the sosang 
day. 

On the third anniversary a similar 
rite is conducted. Since the mourning 
for the death of a parent lasts for three 
years, the third anniversary, which is 
called taesang, signifies the end of 
mourning. The family discards the 
mourning cloths and the temporary 
shrine is removed. The taesang rite 
may be conducted upon the thirteenth 
month after death when the deceased 
is the wife, and if the husband is 
living. 

In the second month after the 
taesang rite another rite is conducted, 
which is called tamjye. Only then does 
the life of the family returns to normal. 
The principal mourner can now be 
permitted to drink and eat meat. For 
three years until the tamjye rite the 
principal mourners—sons—regard 
themselves as sinners who have 
failed in filial piety, the parental death 
being the proof of the failure, and 
conduct themselves discreetly in 
everything. In the old days they wore 
only white clothes and avoided sing¬ 
ing and drinking for three years. 

' Nowadays one can hardly spend 
three years of self-mortification with¬ 
out, apart from anything else, losing 
one's job. Rituals are. therefore, 
shortened or omitted. People mourn 
for three months without wearing 
mourning garb, and the temporary 
family shrine sometimes is not set up. 

RITES 

From the fourth death anniversay 
the sacrificial rites for the ancestors 
within five generations were per¬ 
formed at home. At the home of the 
linear family there was always a family 
shrine where the ancestral tablets 
were placed. On the anniversay of 

is 


death a rite was dedicated to the 
appropriate tablet. When the family 
had no family shrine for some reason 
or other, they would write the approp¬ 
riate ancestral name on white paper. 

The ancestral tablets to which the 
rite was dedicated on the anniversary 
days should be four sets, supposing 
the parents have died. But if some 
have married twice, that is, taken a 
second wife, then the number of the 
tablets would increase. This situation 
imposes a certain strain on the linear 
family which would have to perform 
the rite at least eight times a year. 

A few days before the rite the 
sacrificial food is prepared. The kinds 
of food prepared are of innumerable 
varieties. The food that the deceased 
liked while he lived are additionally 
prepared. The sacrificial rite is con¬ 
ducted sometime between midnight 


and four a.m. So, during the daytime, 
the house is cleaned and the house¬ 
wife cooks the food needed. At night 
the family and relatives gather, wear¬ 
ing ceremonial dress, and they tell 
anecdotes about the deceased. 

Just before dawn the sacrificial 
foods are arranged on the table 
according to strict rules. The ancestral 
tablet is placed in the center. The 
eldest of the linear family first offers a 
cup of wine and kowtows twice, then 
the next in order of age or eldest or 
relatives who participate in the rite 
offers a cup of wine and kowtows 
twice. The female members of the 
family may or may not participate in 
the rite. 

At the end of the rite the tablet is 
returned to the family shrine and the 
foods to the kitchen. The family feasts 
on these foods, which are called 


umbok meaning "eating luck." 

The cost of the rite is usually borne 
by the linear family, the branch fami¬ 
lies being expected to help or contri¬ 
bute what is needed for the rite. 

In Korea the eldest of the brothers 
inherits the greater part of the wealth 
and the rest is divided among the 
younger ones in most cases. The 
eldest is supposed to bear the 
expenditure of the ancestral rites. 

For the ancestors beyond the fifth 
generation the anniversary rites are 
not performed at home, but they are 
conducted by all descendants around 
the 15th day in the month of October. 
They gather in a place where facilities 
are available; this is called sisa or 
seasonal ancestor-memorial rite. For 
the rite of the ancestor whose govern¬ 
ment rank was high a great many 
descendants gather, up to severar 
hundreds. 


AN INVITATION TO YOUNG ARTISTS 


-U<.v 


ff you areaeWW artlet between bend 12 years otti and ff you ere attending school, you ere cordially 
Invlted to joto the 29rd Wortd 8ohool Children's Art ExMbftJon, on September 25,1981 In Seoul. Sponsored 
by the Korean Ottfdren's^he.ttM venture, aimed s«|ieoinotinQ mutua)underttBndlnt ind strengthening 
f ri e ndship among world ehBdren, it is held ennueftyln codperetlon whb the Ministry of ftdture aiid 
Information, the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, tha MinbH^Of Eduicadon, the Korean National Commission w 
UNESCO, the Repubfle of Korea Notional Red CrojNVMw the Korean Culture and Art Foundation. 


V FRociw m 

1. Qualification:' All chHdfen, 8 to 12 years old. 

2. Theme .: Open . ^ 

3. Varieties : Oil or water color painting, pictures 

in crayon, pastel, woodblock, print, 
cottage, etc. 

4. Size ; Within 56cfrvx40cm 

5. Number of: SO to 200 works from each country, 
entries one work for each participant. 

ft The foftofoang infomtotipn should be written in 
capital fhgiishletter on the,beck c^fte^ebasrihg: 
Name’' ’• ’’ 

. Age- .Scy-or.Cirl 
'. Name of. /.: 

. . School 

Title 

.. Nebdnality 


ft Prizes 


•Various prizes wft be'-«iyaMf(^'|^ j 
eluding top superior, gokjj, sflv^^ 
bronze medals. 
good work and selected 
25th September 1981 at. Ko^Bah :\\ 
Children's Center. ;\ \ 

<’ • - \y “'k'\ C ■ i 

IT.-Duration of: Fmn pptV' - 

- exhibition. . • afC 




: 10. Awarding 
'■:-..d«e and 
place 


X:--- ift.tejchengi" 

; informaherw e. 
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POSCO turns 
a world giant 

T HE newly-built fourth blast fur¬ 
nace of the Pohang Iron and Steel 
Co. (POSCO) was ignited on Feb. 
18 at its plant site at Pohang. Korea, in 
a ceremony attended by President 
Chun Doo Hwan and other dignitaries. 
This brought the annual crude steel 
production capacity of POSCO to 8.5 
million metric tons, crowning 11 years 
of building its steel mill complex in 
stages. 

The first stage began on April 1, 
1970.-The recent completion of the 
fourth phase construction has made 
the steel works the 11th largest in the 
world. Korea is only the fourth country 
in the world to have a steel mill 
with an annual capacity of 8.5 million 
tons or Jarger. 

The recently expanded POSCO 
steel complex consists of more than 
80 individual plants and facilities. 
Machinery and equipment for the 
complex were supplied by seven in¬ 
dustrial nations including Japan. Au¬ 
stria, Germany. France and Belgium. 
Thirteen Korean construction firms 
were involved in its erection. 

The POSCO mill is the largest single 
factory built in Korea since the found¬ 
ing of the Republic of Korea govern¬ 
ment in 1948. The 1981 sales target 
of POSCO, set at 2.39 billion would 
correspond to 3-4 per cent of Korea's 
GNP. 

POSCO has also attained the high¬ 
est capacity utilization rate and the 
highest yield rate. 

POSCO now has the capabilities to 
compete with the steel industry of 
any developed nation. For instance, it 
has been supplying steel products on 
the domestic market at prices 50 to 
100 dollars lower per ton than domes¬ 
tic steel prices in the United States 
and Japan. 

Today POSCO promises unbound¬ 
ed development for Korea's steel in¬ 
dustry, 

President Chun Doo Hwan lits the fourth 
blast furnace of the POSCO (top), POSCO's No 
2 Hot Strip Polling MHI (middle) and the Con¬ 
tinuous Casting Plant (bottom). 
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NEWS FROM KOREA 


NEWS FROM KOREA 


KOREA HOUSE OPENED 

"Honkuk-ui Chip" or Korea House, designed to be 
used in introducing traditional Korean culture, customs 
and food to foreigners and Koreans, was inaugurated 
recently in a tape-cutting ceremony sponsored by the 
Korean Cultural Properties Preservation Association. 

The facility, located at Pil-dong, Chung-gu, in the 
heart of Seoul, was established to display aspects of 
Korean culture and to perform cultural programs. 

In addition, the Korea House, which was con¬ 
structed in a traditional Korean architectural style, will 
be used as a center for traditional Korean dances and 
music and also traditional Korean food. 

Its facilities include three Korean style living rooms, 
an exhibition gallery of inherited handicraft works, a 
small theater and a dining room. 

The living rooms, called "Anbang” and "Sarang- 
bang”, are authentically styled and furnished with 
traditional Korean pieces to capture the flavour of the 
life style of ancient times in Korea. They are designed 
to serve as meeting rooms where visitors can enjoy a 
full range of traditional Korean food and tea at lunch and 
dinner 

SILLA RELIC FOUND 

An old stone block with worn inscription, believed to 
be the original epitaph of King Kyongsun, (668-935 
A.D.) the last monarch of Unified Silla Dynasty, has 
been discovered near Yonchon, Kyonggi-do. 

A fact-finding team from the Cultural Properties 
Preservation Bureau of the Ministry of Culture and 
Information found the epitaph stone recently, which 
measures 115 centimeters high, 65 cm wide and 
16 cm broad. 

The stone was on the grounds of the Koryangpo 
elementary school at Yonchon. Villagers reportedly 
said the epitaph stone was inadvertently taken from a 
nearby hill to the school in 1953 The fact-finding team 
deciphered six of the worn-out characters which 
included the character "Sun," the second letter of the 
King’s name. The school where the stone is kept is 3 
kilometers from the tomb of King Kyongsun. 

The king surrendered his kingdom, Silla, to King 
Wang Kon, the founding monarch of Koryo dynasty 
(918-1392) in 935. 

FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL 

The 26th International Folk Music Festival will be 
held in Seoul from August 25 to 31 this year, 
sponsored by the International Folk Music Council with 
support from the Korean Culture and Arts Foundation, 
the Korean Classical Music Society, and the Interna¬ 
tional Cultural Society of Korea. 

An organising committee source said that a total of 
14 folk music groups and some 300 noted musicians 
from 40 different countries from all over the world are 
expected to take part in the festival. It is the first such 



Korea House, Seoul. 


event to be held in Asia. 

During the Seoul festival, there will be a general 
meeting and a number of discussion meetings on 
■Religious Music of Buddhism, Confucianism ‘ and 
Taoism', Traditional Rituals and Folk Music', and 
'Education for the Impromptu'. 

Dr Lee Hye-ku, Chairman of the Organizing Commit¬ 
tee, said the biennial festival is to properly preserve 
and develop the traditional folk music of member 
nations and keep them free from the influence of their 
European counterparts. 

The large-scale international folk music event will 
introduce unique and traditional folk music and other 
performances of religious music from other nations of 
the world to the Korean people and, in turn, familiarize 
participating folk music experts with the uniqueness 
and excellence of traditional Korean culture and art and 
folk music. 

WELFARE MEASURES FOR THE OLD 

A 70-year old man, after a hair cut in a barbershop 
showed the barber a card and paid half the normal 
charge. 

He is one of an estimated 805,000 people, aged 70 
and over, with government issued cards that entitle 
them to 50 per cent reductions in bus, train and ship 
fares. They can also utilize other public utility systems 
at half their normal prices. * 

An additional 602,000 people, aged between 65 and 
69, are expected to be given similar cards in May. 

The reduction of prices and other benefits for old is 
one of the measures already taken or being taken by 
the government. 

The government plans to enact a welfare law for the 
aged, under which people aged 65 and above would 
be given various welfare benefits, including free 
medical aid. 
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EXPORTS IN JANUARY MARK 32.7% RISE 

The nation's exports performance during January 
registered $ 1,401 million, showing an increase of 32.7 
per cent over the figure for the same period of 1980, 
according to the statistics released by the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. 

The January performance marked about 6.8 per cent 
of this year's merchandise exports target of $20,500 
million. 

Ministry officials analyzed that this favourable export 
trend in recent months was caused by the ever 
consolidating social and political stability. 

The arrivals of letters of credit marked $1,414 million 
during January, up 18.4 per cent over the amount for 
the same period of 1980. 

The export volume during January for each region 
stands at $ 453 million for Asia, $ 198 million for the 
Middle East, $ 286 million for Europe, $ 364 million for 
North America, $ 43 million for Latin America, $ 25 
million for Oceania and $ 28 million for Africa. 

The exports performance to the nation's two major 
markets in the United States and Japan during January 
marked $ 334 million and $ 277 million, respectively. 

The increase rate bver the same period of 1980 
stands at 7.5 per cent for Japan and 26.9 per cent for 
the United States. 
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ECONOMIC BRIEFS 

Explaining that the increase rate of January 1980 
over January 1979 was 5.2 per cent for the United 
States, the officials said that the 26.6 per cent increase 
rate for the United States is a good sign for the 
ever-intensifying economic and trade ties between 
Korea and the United States in conjunction with the 
successful summitry between President Chun Doo 
Hwan and US President Ronald Reagan. 

Industrial products accounted for 93.1 per cent of 
the nation's exports total during January, a rise of 0.8 
per cent over the same period of 1980. 

ROK-INDONESIA OIL EXPLORATION 

Korea will start offshore oil explorations in a zone off 
East Java this year in a joint venture with Indonesia, 
the first time for the nation to hunt for oil reserves 
overseas. 

Indonesian crude oil supply to Korea will rise by 
5,000 barrels from the present 10,000 barrels a day 
beginning March 1. 

This was disclosed in a joint agreement signed by 
Korean Energy-Resources Minister Park Bong-Hwan 
and his Indonesian counterpart Subroto in Jakarta on 
January 29, 1981. 

According to the agreement, the Indonesia state oil 
company Pertamina and the Korea Development Co. 
(KODECO) of Korea will establish a joint venture to 
tap oil reserves in an offshore bloc west of 
Madura Island and north of East Java. 

As for the score and mode of operation, the 
agreement said, the contracting companies of both 
countries shall set up a master plan and detailed 
execution procedures. The two companies are ex¬ 
pected to sign a contract in a few months and conduct 
seismic surveys of the joint development zone to 
select a drilling site by the end of this year. 

CABOOSES TO NEW ZEALAND 

Daewoo Industrial Co., a member firm of the 
Daewoo Business Group, recently supplied 
$5,440,000 worth of cabooses (50 units) to the New 
Zealand Government Railways (NZR) under an export 
contract with the NZR. 

It was the first time that a Korean firm had ever ex¬ 
ported cabooses to a foreign country. 

The Korean company also has an $18 million order 
on hand from the mining industry administration of 
Mauritania for rolling stock. 

Besides, the firm is in advanced stages of negotia¬ 
tions with the Saudi Government Railway Organization 
(SGRO) for sale of rolling stock worth $20 million to the 
SGRO. 

The Daewoo Heavy Industries Co. has the capacity 
of producing 300 cabooses and 2,000 units of rolling 
stock annually at its Suwon plant in Kyonggi-do. 
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ASPIRATION FOR STABILITY 

T HE general elections to pick new National Assem¬ 
bly members were remarkable in two respects. 
First, both balloting and vote-counting were honest 
and orderly, much more than in past elections, with 
the electioneering fair and clean on the whole, except 
for a few isolated cases of irregularities such as 
vote-buying attempts. Second, the voters opted over¬ 
whelmingly for continued political stability by handing 
the ruling Democratic Justice Party a majority in the 
legislature. 

The outcome of the elections augurs well for the 
smooth sailing of the Fifth Republic steered by 
President Chun Doo Hwan whom the nation chose as 
its supreme leader a month ago With the successful 
fair conduct of the parliamentary elections, the re¬ 
quired steps for political transition following the tragic 
death of former President Park Chung Hee have now 
been completed—three months ahead of the original 
timetable. The legitimacy of the Fifth Republic is thus 
irrefutably established. 

It is worthy of note that the voter turnout, officially 
tallied at 78.4 per cent, is the highest in Korea's 
parliamentary elections in 20 years. The high voting 
rate signifies that the sense of participation in the task 
of creating a new history for the nation with sound 
development of democracy and sustained economic 
growth for a second takeoff is strong among the 
people. 

It can be said that the election returns well reflected 
the increasing political maturity of our people. It would 
be politically self-contradictory if the voters who had 
endorsed President Chun as the Chief Executive for 
the next seven years bound his hands by refusing to 
allow his own party to control the legislature with a 
stable majority. The sweeping victory of the Democra¬ 
tic Justice Party achieved even in the major cities 
including Seoul contrary to past electoral patterns, is in 
the main attributable to the political consistency of the 
voters. 

Now that the elections are over, what is important is 
how the newly chosen lawmakers will run the National 
Assembly and conduct the nation’s politics. It is our 
expectation that the new Assembly will function as a 
center of efficient and productive politics through 
dialogue and compromise, not as an arena of extremist 
confrontation between opposing political forces which 
often marred the past history of the nation. 

Towards this end, each and every member of the 
new parliament will do well to place national goals 
- v ' above the interests of his own or his party's, thus 
winning, the people's trust for politicians in general. 


They must always bear in mind the popular desire, 
amply expressed in the general elections, for econo¬ 
mic prosperity and social justice on the basis of 
political stability. # 

On the part of the majority party, therefore, it should 
make utmost efforts to translate into reality all the fine 
policy promises it made to the voters during the 
canvassing. It must also refrain from behaving in a 
high-handed way and seek harmony with the Opposi¬ 
tion whenever possible. On the other hand, the 
minority groups are urged to do away with the 
deplorable practices of the Opposition in the past. 

In this connection, it is heartening that many of the 4 
newly elected Opposition lawmakers promised not to 
take to opposition for the sake of opposition. It is 
everybody's hope that the new National Assembly will 
serve as a turning point toward healthy parliamentary 
politics in this country 

—The Korea Herald 


CULTURAL HERITAGE 

I N recent years, we have achieved two important 
goals in the cultural field' one is to lay a groundwork 
for Korean studies and the other is to enhance 
people's understanding of cultural assets. 

The government has helped by positively expanding 
cultural works throughout the country in the 1970s, 
including the excavation of cultural properties and the 
refurbishment and restoration of the valuables of our 
heritage. 

In sharp contrast to the movement to preserve 
cultural assets, however, some people, ignorant of 
their true value, have dug cultural assets out by stealth 
and have tried to smuggle them into foreign countries. 
And many invaluable cultural assets have been des¬ 
troyed in the process of this illegal excavation. 

A few days ago, a person was arrested on the 
charge of smuggling a priceless Chinese vase which 
was illegally salvaged from the seabed off Sinan where 
many important cultural assets had been recovered. 
The vase is considered as one of the greatest 
specimens of ceramic fine art from the early Yuan 
Dynasty. 

It is clear that prevention of robbery and destruction 
of cultural properties is very important but it is 
essential to preserve them in their original form. 

—Kyunghyang Shinmun 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 


P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan has 
embarked upon a new method of man¬ 
aging state affairs—through dialogue with 
the people. He implanted his image among 
the people as a president who cherishes 
public opinion and who likes to have dia¬ 
logue with them. 

The people's aspiration for democratiza¬ 
tion amid stability and prosperity was once 
again demonstrated through the landslide 
victory achieved by the ruling Democratic 
Justice Party in the National Assembly elec¬ 
tions held on March 25. And, with the 
inauguration of the National Assembly on 
April 11, an 18-month period of transition 
came to a close and the Fifth Republic had 
completed its preparations for the progress 
ahead. 

A week after its inauguration the National 
Assembly unanimously adopted a resolu¬ 
tion according full support to President 
Chun's January 12 Proposal for an ex¬ 
change of visits between the highest au¬ 
thorities in the South and the North. 

In the third week of March, theatre 
celebrities from different parts of the world 
assembled in Seoul to make the 5th Third 
World Theatre Festival and Colloquy a 
memorable international event. Two arti¬ 
cles in this issue, one of them by Reoti 
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Front cover: Mask dance, a true representative 
of Korean folk art (page 81 
Back cover: Chinese character meaning propri¬ 
ety, symbolizes variations in Korean folk paint¬ 
ing (page 20). 

Animal and landscapes have been a favourite 
theme for Korean painters. Birds have also been 
popular in Korean painting, left; and below, a 
scene from ‘Laxmi Gauri', the Indian entry at 
the Theatre Festival in Seoul. 


Saran Sharma, Indian celebrity in the field of 
performing arts, give a vivid glimpse of the 
fascinating festival. 

An article on Korean folk painting should 
interest the readers. A photo feature and an 
article on Soraksan, one of the major tourist 
attractions in Korea, should also be of 
interest. Our regular feature, Life and Lore, 
this time deals with gods and spirits, a 
familiar theme for most of our readers; 
familiar because of strikingly similar beliefs 
prevalent in India. 
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T HROUGH his provincial adminis¬ 
trative inspection tour. President 
Chun Doo Hwan demonstrated a 
new method of managing state 
affairs—through dialogue with the 
people. 

•The President visited over 30 cities 
and counties across the country last 
month except those on Cheju-do, 
inspecting administrative perform¬ 
ances and meeting local leaders. 

He visited an average of five city or 
county offices daily and spoke from 
30 minutes to one hour at each place. 

Political observers analyze that 
President Chun implanted his image 
among the people as a President who 
cherishes public opinion and who likes 
to have dialogue with them. 

During this trip, the President ex¬ 
plained to provincial residents about 
national policy goals, including the 
construction of a democratic welfare 
society, having democracy take root in 
the soil, renovation of education and 
development of culture as well as the 
freedom from the threat of war, 
poverty and political oppression. 

As a means of developing democra¬ 
cy, President Chun renewed his prom¬ 
ises for the realisation of a peaceful 
change of government and renovation 
of the political climate. 

About the renovation of the political 
climate, the President said he will not 
tolerate demagoguery, tricks and ex¬ 
treme confrontations (among political 
parties), but encourage politics of dia¬ 
logue. 

President Chun also stressed that 
all men should be equal before law. 
He once said, "Even the President 
should be held accountable, in case 
he violates the law." 

Another important point the Presi¬ 
dent made was that he would.have 
the "January 12 proposal" calling for 
an "exchange of visits between the 
highest authorities" of the two sides 
of the divided peninsula realised dur¬ 
ing his tenure. 


THE 

PRESIDENCY 

During the tour, the President said 
the nation would be able to make 
another economic leap forward if sta¬ 
bility was maintained at least for four 
or five years. 

He believes that economic develop¬ 
ment is necessary for the eradication 
of poverty and for the construction of 
a welfare nation. 

President Chun's eagerness to 
maintain stability to achieve sustained 
economic growth was evident when 
he told a conference on trade promo¬ 
tion, on March 27, that the nation 
should bring about another economic 
take-off by coping positively with dif¬ 
ficulties in the turbulent 1980s 
through unity among the Govern¬ 
ment, the National Assembly, 
businessmen and workers. The Presi¬ 
dent said that the "people longed for 
political and social stability to sustain 
the country's economic growth". This 
popular desire was well reflected in 
the recently concluded parliamentary 
elections which were conducted "in a 
just and fair manner due to the peo¬ 
ple's patriotism and democratic 
potential". 

He pointed out that the nation 
achieved its export target, despite the 
hard economic situation both at home 
and abroad. This was the result of the 


President Chun Doo Hwan 
has embarked upon a novel 
scheme that would let him 
know the people s problems; 
that is to meet them face to 
face and listen to their grie¬ 
vances. Last month. President 
Chun visited over 30 cities and 
counties and spoke upto an 
hour at each place. 


strength and wisdom displayed by all. 
"We can realise the construction of a 
welfare state and free the nation from 
poverty if our exports increase in the 
days ahead without interruption", he 
added. 

Addressing a group of newly com- 



PRESIDENT KEEF 


missioned officers in the Military 
Academy, President Chun said that 
the just born Fifth Republic incorporat¬ 
ing the historical duty of creating a 
new age is committed to the realisa¬ 
tion of a just and strong homeland by 
bringing about lasting peace and 
prompting a second take-off. He said 
that "this is a time when it must be 
emphasised more than any other time 
that the genuine subject of national 
security is none but our people them¬ 
selves.". The nation finds itself in a 
situation which does not allow even a 
moment's slackness in national secur¬ 
ity so long as the north Korean Com¬ 
munists hold fast to their scheme to 
communise the whole Korean penin¬ 
sula by force. The chief executive 
added that though he proposed 
mutual visits by the highest author¬ 
ities of the South and the North, the 
north Koreans continued to slander 
the South without showing any posi¬ 
tive response to the offer intended to 
forestall war and ease tensions on the 




ABREAST OF PUBLIC OPINION 


Korean peninsula. "This expressly 
shows before the whole world where 
their ulterior objective lies", he said. 

In his interviews recently given to 
two American magazines. President 
Chun had expressed, in clear terms, 
that his primary aim was to see that 
democracy took firm roots in Korea. 

In the interview published in the 
latest issue of the "Leaders", a 
quarterly magazine from New York, 
President Chun Doo Hwan said that 
human societies, whether Oriental or 
Western, have common ideals to pur¬ 
sue and that "such ideals can be 
realised only when each country 
selectively assimilates better ideas 
and systems and blends them with its 
own traditional political culture". He 
said that indiscriminate imitation of 
others can often lead to setbacks 
rather than progress, to division rather 
than unity as experienced by develop¬ 
ing nations in the past. 

President Chun observed that if 
democratic ideals were to take firm 


roots in the political ground prevailing 
in Korea, it would be necessary to 
achieve, first, peaceful change of gov¬ 
ernment, second, improvement of 
political climate, and third, a high spirit 
of public service on the part of our civil 
servants." I am convinced that the top 
priority in cultivating democratic poli¬ 
tics on Korean soil is to establish the 
precedent of a peaceful change of 
government." 

When asked about his view on the 
Presidency, he said: "Regarding the 
Presidency simply as an object of 
personal ambition is an archaic way of 
thinking which gave rise to the past 
unhappy instances of an individual 
holding on to governmental power as 
long as he could manage, the idoliza¬ 
tion of an individual, illegal or corrupt 
elections, and extreme partisan con¬ 
frontation. " 

On the abolition of the Anti- 
Communism Law, the President said 
that the abolition signifies that "our 
doors are open to non-hostile Com¬ 


munist countries with the aim of 
facilitating mutal contacts. It also is an 
expression to north Korea of our 
determination to achieve peaceful uni¬ 
fication. We will patiently continue our 
efforts to get north Korean repre¬ 
sentatives to the conference table." 

President Chun told the Time maga¬ 
zine: "I received an overwhelming 
vote of confidence. This indicated to 
me that I have learned what the 
people want—political stability, sus¬ 
tained economic growth and the abil¬ 
ity to maintain peace on the Korean 
peninsula". 

About the January 12 proposal he 
said that the unconditional offer was 
prompted not because there were 
hopeful signs. "But we are maintain¬ 
ing peace at a considerable cost to 
ourselves and our allies. To make war 
less likely, it is important that I meet 
with Kim ll-sung. He has experienced 
the Korean War and has personal 
recollections of that war. If he should 
die, his son would take over. Now 
here we will have a man who does not 
know what fear means, does not 
know the horror or war. Distrust and 
hostility have been reinforced by con¬ 
crete evidence of north Korean pro¬ 
vocations. So you cannot blame the 
people for distrusting the north Ko¬ 
reans and I suppose they do not look 
upon us kindly. It is useless to talk to 
anybody other than Kim ll-sung, so he 
and I must meet and begin the dia¬ 
logue, which could make peace a little 
more secure, a little less precarious. 
The US should support this position 
and also mobilise world opinion so 
that Kim ll-sung will find it very dif¬ 
ficult to refuse." 

Asked about the use of power, the 
President said: "I have never perso¬ 
nally wanted or worked for (it), but 
people invariably say, God help the 
President. That means providence is 
involved in power and authority. You 
do not grab it just because it is there. 
Rather than achieving this power, I 
have been given a mission and re¬ 
sponsibility. That is how I look at it. 
And whatever your job is, it is impor¬ 
tant that you win, if not the respect, at 
least the trust and confidence of your 
colleagues and the people you serve. I 
can tell you my philosophy: Balance is 
of great importance. In other words, 
avoid extremes." 









THE NATION 


THE NEW ASSEMBLY AUGURS ERA 
OF STABILITY AND REFORM 


On April 11, the Republic of Korea closed the chapter of 
transition that began with the October 26, 1979 assassina¬ 
tion of President Park, and opened a new one—the chapter of 
the Fifth Republic, with the promise of stability, democracy 
and progress. The Democratic Justice Party of 
President Chun Doo Hwan has a two-thirds majority in the 
Assembly, ensuring stability, and the Opposition parties, 
led by Democratic Korea Party (DKP) have pledged to 
behave as responsible and constructive lawmakers to 
ensure democracy and progress. Inaugurating the Assem¬ 
bly, President Chun enjoined on the members of the 
Assembly to forge a national consensus on each issue so 
that the will of the people is reflected in govt policy. 


W ITH the official opening of the 
11th National Assembly on 
April It, elections to which 
were conducted on March 25 under 
the new Constitution, the Fifth Repub¬ 
lic has completed its preparations for 
the progress ahead. 

This ends an 18-month period of 
transition that began on October 26, 
1979--a period marked by chaos, 
aimlessness, self-reflection and the 
search for a new course Speaking on 
the occasion of the inauguration of the 
Assembly, President Chun Doo Hawn 
said. "A new chapter of history is 
unfolding. But the new era will be 
fruitful only when a new political 
modus operandi is firmly established 
I am convinced, therefore, that our 
foremost task, as we stand at a 
turning point in the nation's history, is 
to build a firm foundation for new 
political development 

"Needless to say, the National 
Assembly is the rightful centre of 
political activities Our development, 
therefore, hinges on the role to be 
played by the Assembly 

"The National Assembly is an in 
stitution created to grasp, reflect and 
transmit the wishes of the people 
This is why Assemblymen are called 
the spokesmen of the people, and the 
National Assembly is termed the hall 
of the popular will 

"National Assembly should forge a 
national consensus on each issue A 
national consensus so formed should 
then be reflected in government poli¬ 
cy so that government by the will of 
the people will succeed." 

President Chun said that the top¬ 
most political goals of the new era are 
stability and reform. 

"Stability and reform must be our 
constant creed in this era The two are 
equally important Stability without 
reform means stagnation and lethar¬ 
gy Reform without stability means 


unrest and tension We want neither 
lethargy nor tension What we want is 
the harmonization of stability and re¬ 
form 

"The Korean people place great 
hopes and expectations in the new 
political modus operandi for which we 
are striving An enormous responsibil 
ity is thus put on our shoulders But I 
am confident that all our political goals 
can be attained rather easily, if only 
we bear in mind that politics is not a 
profession but a vocation. A politician 
is given a mandate to serve the nation 
during the prescribed term of office 
In this regard, it is important to re¬ 
member that a politician must be a 
thoroughly public minded person dur¬ 
ing the prescribed term, rising above 
all personal interests 

"A new political era is dawning in 
response to the longing of the people 
The 1980s must be recorded in our 
constitutional history as the landmark 
period in which democracy was firmly 
established We must all pledge be¬ 
fore the people and before the coun¬ 
try that a new beginning will be made 
with unflagging resolve and hope. 


"All of us must discard narrow 
personal interests and partisan con¬ 
sideration and strategerns We must 
be loyal to the principle of service to 
the nation and strive to win the 
unwavering confidence of the people 

"Only when we do so will both the 
Fifth Republic and the 11th National 
Assembly be recorded forever as 
great and glorious monuments in the 
history of our nation " 

Cabinet Formation 

Close on the heels of the inaugura¬ 
tion of the National Assembly, Presi¬ 
dent Chun made new appointments 
to his Cabinet He named Lee Chong- 
won as Minister of Justice, and Kwon 
Jung-dong as Minister of Labour 
Affairs, a new "portfolio He also 
nominated former Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture Chung Chong-tack as First Minis¬ 
ter of Political Affairs. Mr Chung had 
resigned from the Cabinet in March to 
contest the National Assembly elec¬ 
tion. 

The President also designated the 
Minister of National Unification, Lee 
Bum-suk, to concurrently serve as the 





The National Assembly in session 

Secretary General of the Advisory 
Council on Peaceful Unification, a new 
organization established under the 
Constitution 

In a motion referred to the National 
Assembly for its approval, the Presi¬ 
dent designated Justice Yoo Tae-heng 
as the Chief Justice. The President 
had earlier appointed Minister of 
Transportation Koh Kun as Minister of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, in the 
vacancy created by the resignation of 
Chung Chong-tack 

Election Result 

The National Assembly Election 
held on March 25, once again demon¬ 
strated the people's aspiration for 
democratization amid stability and 
prosperity by according an undisputed 
landslide victory to the Democratic 
Justice Party (DJP). 

The DJP won 90 seats by direct 
popular vote. The Democratic Korea 
Party (DKP) emerged as the major 
Opposition Party, garnering 57 seats, 
while Korean National Party (KNP) 
fipished third with 18. , 

Independents have logged an unex¬ 
pectedly noticeable advance by wrest¬ 


ing 11 seats. 

The Civil Rights Party (CRP), the 
New Political Party (NPP) and the 
Democratic Socialist Party (DSP) had 
obtained two snats each and the 
Democratic Farmers' Party (DFP)one. 

Four of the 12 parties have faded 
dissolution in accordance with the 
Political Party Law, because they 
failed to produce even a single law¬ 
maker or to get two per cent of the 
valid votes. 

As only three parties have won 
more than five seats each, the 92 or 
one-third of the 276 seats reserved for 
proportional representation have been 
divided among the three 

The DJP has been given 61 or 
two-thirds of the 92 seats, and thus 
with a total of 151 seats it has won a 
clear parliamentary majority. The DKP 
has obtained 24 seats for proportional 
representation, increasing its Assem¬ 
bly membership to 81. The KNP has 
been given seven seats for pro¬ 
portional representation, bringing the 
tQtal number of its lawmakers to 25. 

The ruling party came out on top in 
77 of the 92 electoral districts. Only 
two of the DJP nominees failed. Pong 


Du-wan, a well-known TV news com¬ 
mentator. won the largest number of 
votes in the nation, and DJP secret¬ 
ary-general Kwon recorded the high¬ 
est rate of 58.4 per cent in winning 
popular votes. 

Kim Chung-ye of the DJP is the only 
woman elected to the Assembly. 

Kim Yong-tae. former managing edi¬ 
tor of the Chosun llbo, and four former 
journalists have also been picked as 
lawmakers. 

The new Assembly is also the 
youngest parliament ever elected by 
the people. 

The DJP majority in the assembly has 
strengthened the power base of 
President Chun Doo Hwan, who is 
now able to institute his policy prog¬ 
rammes for the creation of a democra¬ 
tic welfare state on a stable basis. 

The ruling party's electoral perform¬ 
ance has shown a striking contrast to 
the previous elections, in that pJP 
candidates have won first places in 
almost all the electoral, areas; ip the 
past, it was rather customary for the 
ruling party to finish first in rural 
constituencies and second in urban 
areas. 




5TH THIRD WORLD 



The Third World Theatre Festival is 
an international event biennially 
hosted by various nations of Asia, 
Africa, Latin America and the Arab 
world. The first Third World Theatre 
Festival was held in the Philippines in 
1971. Iran hosted the second one and 
Venezuela the third and the fourth. 
This year it was hosted in Seoul by 
the Korean Centre of the International 
Theatre Institute. The 6th Festival will 
be held in India in February next year. 

The central idea of the Festival is to 
project the theatre arts of the third 
world more intensively, not merely in 
the West but also in the third world. 
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THEATRE FESTIVAL & COLLOQUY 


T HE 5th Third World Theatre Fes- 
tival and Colloquy was held in 
Seoul in the third week of March. 
Organised by the Korean Centre of 
the International Theatre Institute of 
UNESCO, and assisted by the Korean 
Culture and Arts Foundation, the 
seven-day international theatre festiv¬ 
al introduced the unique and tradition¬ 
al dramas of the participating nations 
to the Korean audiences and, in turn 
assisted the foreign drama experts 
and performers to familiarize them¬ 
selves with Korean drama, culture and 
art. 

The festival was opened in a grand 
ceremony at the Munye Theatre of 
the Korean Culture and Arts Founda¬ 
tion in Seoul on March 16 Speaking 
on the occasion, Minister of Culture 
and Information Lee Kwang Pyo said 
that from olden times Korea had 
developed and maintained its drama 
and all other forms of art and sus¬ 
tained them during the past 5000 
years despite repeated invasions by 
foreign powers 

"The brilliant culture of the United 
Silla period of the 7th century as well 
as the Buddhist culture of the Koryo 
period and the Confucian culture of 
the Yi Dynasty are still with us", he 
said. 

A total of 25 troupes from 11 
countries including India participated 
in the festival. Korea presented the 
maximum number—-14 troupes.-The 
other participating nations were Bang¬ 
ladesh, France, Indonesia, Japan, 
Tunisia, the UK, the USA and Vene¬ 
zuela. 

From Bangladesh came "The Thea¬ 
ter" to perform a verse drama "Foot¬ 
steps Are Heard" and from France the 
"Compagme d 'Dominique Houdart" 
to present a puppet performance of 
"L'lllusion Comique" (Comic Illusion). 

From India, the "Progressive 
Dramatic Association" presented a 


Delegates arriving for the inauguration of 
the Festival at the Munye Theatre in Seoul, 
facing page top ; a scene from the Indian 
entry "Laxmi Gauri”, left; and a mask 
dance scene, right. 


drama "Laxmi-Gauri", based on a 
traditional Indian religious rite. 

A shadow play "Bima and the 
Saint" by "Wayang Kulit Bali" from 
Indonesia attracted much attention. 

There was also the "Troupe du 
Maghreb Arabe" from Tunisia to per¬ 
form a drama "Ahi El Haoua" and the 
"Factory" from the United Kingdom 
gave dramas "Nice" and "Shapes 
ters." 



From Japan came two different 
theatrical groups, namely the KSEC 
Group and the "Noh Theatre", the 
KSEC, whose performers included Ko¬ 
rean residents in Japan, presented a 
drama "Korean's Note, Soup of Fresh 
Water Clam" and the Noh Theatre a 
drama "Noh and Kyogen" based on a 
Japanese tradition 
The Korean theatre groups pre¬ 
sented performances of dramas to vie 
with the participating foreign groups. 
The Korean entries included perform¬ 
ances of Korean folk and shaman rite 
songs, Korean folk play Samul Non , 
traditional shaman rite Kolrippae and 
traditional rite Hyangryu Pungryu by 
the Space Theatrical Group, a drama 
based on an old Korean love story 
"Lee Su-il and Sim Sun ae" by the 
Kagyo (Bridge), Mulbora (water spray) 
by the National Theatre Company, 
"Don Quixote" and "Tosondaeng- 
jon," based on a Korean folk-tale by 
the Madang and "Seoul Maltuggi" by 
the Mmye (Folk Art) 

To properly mtioduce Korean cul 
ture and arts to the 171 foreign 
participants, the organising ITI Korean 
centre invited them to visit Yangju, 
Kyonggi-do. where the visitors saw a 
brilliant performance of the unique 
Korean folk play "Yangju Pyolsandae 
Non " 

During the festival and colloquy in 
Seoul, there were two different sym¬ 
posia on the subject of "Mutual In¬ 
fluence of the Dramas on the East and 
the West " Renowned experts in dra¬ 
ma who participated in the symposia 
included Colombian Centre of ITI pres¬ 
ident E. Buenaventura, International 
Association of Theatre Critics presi¬ 
dent Peter Selem, Prof Peter Chel- 
kowski of New York University, Insti¬ 
tute d'Etudes Theatrales editor-m- 
chief George Banu and Prof Lee Keun- 
sun of Sogang University in Seoul 
There were two different workshop 
sessions at the KCAF Culture and Arts 
Hall. One of them was held.on "Pup¬ 
pet Play and Variation of the Pup¬ 
pets", and the other on "Asian Mask 
Plays." 

During the first part of the colloquy, 
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A scene from "The Sound of footsteps'' f>resented by Bangladesh's I ho fheatre 


termed "Current Problems of Third 
World Theatre," four papers were 
presented at the meeting In his re¬ 
port entitled " 11 rd World Theatre and 
Its Ways and Means" Joel Adedji of 
Nigeria said "Characteristics of third 
world societies—a state of crisis due 
to factors of acculturation generated 
by external and internal forces—show 
evidence of a theatre in transitional 
stress Conflicts arising from culture 
collision and the disrupting effects of 
modernism are issues which relate to 
the existential stance of the theatre 
artist and confound the masses 
whose realities the theatre must 
reflect. The tidal wave of change in 
the body politic of the third world has 
created problems and areas of deep 
concern for artists and politicians, for 
art adrrmistrators and governments 
The effects of the change are man¬ 
ifest in the theatres' ways and means 
A complex combination of factors im¬ 
pinged on the classical traditions of 
theatre in the third world The philo¬ 
sophical approach to the artistic 
values of the peoples can provide 
strong incentives for a new aesthetic 
of third world theatre." 

Prof Peter Chelkowski of the New 
York University remarked that with 
the development of television and 
further refinements in the technical 
aspects of film-making, the theatre in 
the Western world was threatened 
with being reduced to secondary im¬ 
portance. To overcome this situation, 
many people concerned with the 
theatre tried to save it from degrada¬ 
tion by preserving what is impossible 
to convey either by television or by 
film—the living contact between the 
actor and the spectator—and in the 
process met with various difficulties 
He attempted to analyze the bor¬ 
rowing by the Western avant garde 
theatre- from Asia, mainly from Iran, 
not as a fashionable manifestation but 
as a remedy to rescue the theatre 
from modern competitors This pro¬ 
cess in turn influences the more 
conservative directors and producers 
of the present time. 

In the second part of the colloquy 
which was on "The Mutual Influence 
of the Third World and Western 
Theatre/' four papers were pre¬ 
sented. They included the papers read 
by Prof. Lee Kqun-sun of Sogang 


University in Seoul and Peter Selem, 
president of the International Theatre 
Critics Association 

Professor Lee said that in the pro 
cess of receiving advanced Western 
scientific and technological know 
how, it has been a matter of concern 
among Oriental scholars that they 
should properly accept the Western 
culture 

Thornton Wilder's "Our Town", 
which abounds in Oriental ingre¬ 
dients, is popular among the people in 
the Orient. However, his work is not 
an imitation of the Oriental dramas. 

To properly accept the Western 
culture and dramas is as important for 
the peoples in the Orient as to de¬ 
velop and preserve their own tradi¬ 
tional culture and dramas 

It is also important to take a more 
positive attitude toward the cultures 
of the outside world so that we can 
further develop the cultural heritages 
originated in our homeland 

All the experiments made in drama 
and music during the 1960s and 
1970s were really subject to the radic¬ 
al influence of the Orient, observed 
Peter Selem. He said that everyone 
should be aware of the fact that some 
Oriental experiments in intellectual 
life cannot be translated into the 
language of European drama, even if 
substantial changes in terminology 
are admitted. Conversely, a greatly 
altered language would not satisfy the 
intellectual thirst which was steeped 


in Oriental experiences, either fore¬ 
shadowed or lived 

"Therefore, we must abandon dra 
ma. which Hermann Hesse has called 
an 'informal mass of images' 
Although it is a very precious tool of 
personal experience, drama has no 
body on which to graft itself There is 
no real form it can take 

"I would not reject the value of 
regressive movement Even if integral 
intellectuaj experiments conducted 
under Oriental influences are possible 

ThePyolsandae 

COME 400 Korean and foreign parti¬ 
cipants in the 5th Third World 
Theatre Festival and Colloquy vi¬ 
sited the provincial town Yangju about 
50 kilometres northeast of Seoul to 
see the Yangju Pyolsandae mask 
dance which originated in the town in 
olden times. 

The foreign visitors appeared great¬ 
ly interested in the traditional Korean 
mask dance and some of them, in¬ 
cluding Miss iluna Shawk from 
Sudan, joined the Korean performers 
and danced to the beat of the Korean 
drums. 

Taking part in the Yangju Pyolsan¬ 
dae were a total of eight traditional 
Korean players designated by the gov- 
emrneht as "Human Cujtdral A?$e|s,"l 

Rficords indicate that the cfence ' 





A eshav B Ghulo, PRO of the Progressive Dramatic Association, extreme nqt't attending a rereption 


and we know that our historical being 
cannot be transplanted into complete¬ 
ly different patterns, belonging to 
other historical beings they neverthe¬ 
less remain fully valid and most pre¬ 
cious to me " 

The participating authorities on dra¬ 
ma came from a total of 26 countries 
of the world Among them were the 
Republic of China, Jordan, Cyprus, 
Sudan, Zaire, Senegal, Kenya. Vene¬ 
zuela, Colombia. Canada, the United 
States, the Netherlands, Greece, Nor¬ 


way, Qutar, West Germany and Zam¬ 
bia The participants had the opportun 
ity to exchange ideas and study the 
theatrical revolutions going on in va¬ 
rious countries A notable feature of 
the Festival was that it gave an oppoi 
tumty to the participants including 
some Western dramatists, to properly 
understand the Oriental drama 

Ms Ellon Stewart, consultant of ITF 
Third World Committee and an author¬ 
ity on American drama, said the Seoul 
event was important for Korea and her 
people because it gave foreign theatre 
people a good opportunity to see the 
traditional Korean culture and arts 
while it yave the Koreans an opportun¬ 
ity to familiarize themselves with 
theatrical activities outside Korea 

"The hospitality and goodwill the 
Korean people showed to me was 
expceptional and Koreans must be 
proud of themselves as successful 
host of the large-scale theatrical 
event," she said 

Representatives from various coun¬ 
tries had the opportunity to explain 
the theatrical activities in their coun¬ 
tries Asked about theatrical activities 
in India. India ITI Centre general 
secretary Reoti Saran Sharma said the 
theatrical situation of India was based 
on its agricultural society He said 
there were three different theatrical 
forms in India, i e , traditional Sanskrit 
drama, folk dramas and commercial¬ 
ism-oriented dramas. However, he 
stressed, "there exists harmony and 


Mask Dance 

drama originated in the town in the 
early 17th century. It is performed on 
the eight day of the fourth month, fifth 
day of the fifth month, and the 15th 
day of the eight month every year 
according to the lunar calendar. 

The mask dance drama began with 
the "Walk Play" in which the dancers 
walked through the village in a proces¬ 
sion playing musical instruments. 

The drama is composed of eight 
acts and nine scenes, consisting of 
the Young Buddhist Monk dance, the 
Boil Monk dance; the Buddhist Monk 
dance, the Lotus Leaf dance, the 
Eight Buddhist Monks dance, the Old 
Buddhist Monk dance,, the Learned 
Man's dance, and finally, Jthe Old 
Coyote's dance. 



each depends on the others." 

He explained that the 'Jatra drama', 
one of the folk dramas indigenous to 
Bengal, is widely disseminated in 
India. 

On African situation, Nigerian ITI 
Centre secretary general Joel Adedji 
said young African theatre people 
now have difficult situations because 
of influence of the past colonialism in 
the region 

However, he said, young African 
playwrights have persistently strug¬ 
gled to recover their cultural roots. He 
further explained that in this process 
they have developed a folk opera 
based on their own theatrical culture. 

The Secretary General of the ITI, 
Lars Malmborg, said in an interview, 
"we believe that the Third World 
Theatre Festival and Colloquy held in 
the past gave a good chance to 
express the experience and know¬ 
ledge which stimulate cultural identi¬ 
ty " He said he was impressed by the 
preparations the Korean ITI Centre 
had made for the festival in Seoul. 

At the end of the Festival about 80 
of the drama celebrities, both Korean 
and foreign, visited Kyongju, the 
ancient capital of the S»lla Kingdom 
(57 935 A D), all in high spirits after 
their fascinating performances in 
Seoul Jubilant and happy, all of them 
appealed enchanted with the beauty 
of the first century Korean 
architecture 

During their two day visit, they 
toured a number of cultural and histor¬ 
ic sites, including the National 
Museum, Chonmachong Tumulus 
(Heavenly Horse Tomb), Anapji Pond, 
Sokkulam Grotto, and Pulguk Buddh¬ 
ist Temple 

Before leaving Korea, the foreign 
participants expressed their happi¬ 
ness over the success of the Seoul 
festival and said they yearned for the 
participation in the 6th Festival to be 
held in India next year 


The General Secretary of the Indian 
Centre of the International Theatre 
Institute , Reoti Saran Sharma. who 

attended the Festival and Colloquy , 
narrates his experiences in the follow¬ 
ing page. 


INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 


The Indian Minister of 
Shipping and Transport 
Veerendra Patil visited 
Seoul, last month, to 
study the prospects of 
buying ships from there. 
Trade between the two 
nations is steadily in¬ 
creasing. The Joint Busi¬ 
ness Councils of India 
and Korea met in Seoul 
in February and fixed the 
mutual trade figures to 
be $ 1 billion in the com¬ 
ing five years. 



INDIA LOOKS FOR KOREAN SHIPS 


T HE Indian Minister for Shipping 
and Transport, Veerendra Patil, vi¬ 
sited Korea in the third week of 
March to study the prospects of 
buying ships from there. In Seoul, Mr 
Patil visited shipyards and repair yards 
and held talks on the types of ships 
available from Korea, delivery period 
and possibility of financial assistance. 

The Indian Minister's visit comes in 
the wake of the great momentum and 
international acclaim the Korean ship¬ 
building industry has achieved in the 
recent past. Demands for Korean 
ships increased manifold. 

The visit is also significant in the 
light of the fact that after the meeting 
of the Joint Business Councils of the 
two countries last February, the 
mutual trade figures are expected to 
reach an all time high of $1 billion. And 
prospects are good, too. Recently 
Korea had agreed to buy 50,000 tons 
of the Kundremukh iron ore from India 
on a trial basis. With the recent 
commissioning of the 4th blast fur¬ 
nace of the Pohang Iron and Steel 
Company, Korea has become one of 
the major steel producing countries in 
the world. 

India praises Korean fisheries 

The regional seminar on Organiza¬ 
tion and Development of Fishery 
Cooperatives wps held recently in 


Seoul, sponsored jointly by the 
National Federation of Fishery Coop¬ 
eratives (NFFC) of Korea and the 
International Cooperative Alliance Re¬ 
gional office and Education Centre for 
Southeast Asia India was repre¬ 
sented by B.K.Sinha, Chief Director of 
Cooperatives in the Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture. 

Speaking at the seminar, Mr. Sinha 
said Korea offers useful guidelines for 
the improvement of fishery coopera¬ 
tives in other Asian countries, and 
added that Korea is one of the few 
countries in the world where fishery 
cooperatives are successfully oper¬ 
ated and managed at the initiative of 
the fishermen themselves. 

He also said, fishery cooperatives in 
India have made quantitative progress 
and the strength of primary societies 
increased to 5,250 with a total mem¬ 
bership of 575,000 in 1977-78. 

In strengthening the efficiency of 
cooperative fisheries education and 
training facilities, international orga¬ 
nizations like the International Coop¬ 
eratives Alliance, Food and Agricultu¬ 
ral Organization of the UN, and the 
advanced fisheries cooperative move¬ 
ments like those of Korea and Japan 
would be expected to make effective 
contribution to augment the Efforts of 
the developing countries, Mr Sinha 
noted. 


Reoti Saran Sharma, Secretary Gener 


Fabulous 

Reoti Saran Sharm, 

T HE 5th Third World Theatre Festiv¬ 
al and Colloquy was held in Seoul 
from March 15-21, 1981. It was 
organized by the Korean Centre of 
International Theatre Institute (ITI), 
UNESCO. The Third World Permanent 
Committee of ITI had conferred on it 
the title of its official event. 

The festival was inaugurated at the 
newly built Munye Theatre Hall of the 
Korean Culture and Arts Foundation in 
Seoul. More than 170 delegates from 
over 30 member centres of ITI and 
third world countries participated in 
the Festival—both as delegates and 
as performing artists. Eminent among 
the performing participants were In¬ 
dia, Indonesia) Japan, Bangladesh, 
Tunisia, ethnic minority theatre 
groups from UK and USA, a puppet 
group from France and of course 
' Korea, with its diverse theatrical man¬ 
ifestations. Delegates from Vene¬ 
zuela, Mexico, Nigeria, Tunisia, Thai¬ 
land and Sri Lanka were the major 
participants from the third world. 
From the West, USA, UK, Norway, 

1 Poland and Yugoslavia sent their 








CULTURAL EXCHANGE 



? Indian Centre of ITI (middle, left) and the opening ceremony of the Festival and Colloquy , above 


hosts to Theatre Festival 

general secretary, Indian centre of I. T. /., gives his impressions 

theatre experts to observe and partici- al and contemporary richness The 

pate. ITI's new Secretary General Lars performances were fixed in fully 

Af Malmborg represented the Interna- equipped modern theatre halls of va- 

tional Theatre Institute. rious sizes and architectural design 

The Seoul Festival and Colloquy Korean audiences displayed keen in- 

was an extension of the thesis the terest in foreign performances and 

Indian centre of ITI—Bhartiya Natya thronged not only in large numbers 

Sangh—first presented in the East- but extended warm uninhibited audi- 

West Theatre Seminar held in New ence-response to theatrical perform- 

Delhi in 1967 and later amplified in the ances, in spite of the language barrier 

Asian Theatre Conference held in The Korean press covered the per- 

1972 in Bombay. The central idea was formances extensively and. instead of 

that the theatre arts of the third world one-man critical evaluation, carried 

need to be projected more intensive- the reactions of audience in various 

ly, not merely in the West but in the age groups and at varying levels of 
third world countries as well. Thanks theatre sensibility. It also carried inter- 

to the Third World Permanent Com- views of theatre experts from various 

mittee of ITI, the thesis was formal- countries 

ized into an action plan and Seoul The Korean theatre groups held 
became the fifth venue for the projec- special shows and threw open their 

tion of the third world theatre arts. gates to the guest delegates and 

The organizers in Seoul chose to do performers. The diversity of Korean 

it on a fabulous scale. A section of the theatre was manifest in these shows. 

5-star Hotel Lotte was booked to Exposures of traditional Korean 

lodge the delegates and hold confer- dances, traditional Korean Mask 

ences. Lunehes and dinners were laid Dance drama and performances by 

in other prestigious hotels of Seoul, old masters of Korean dance and 

offering Korean cuisine in its tradition- music registered on the minds of the 


delegates the concern being shown in 
Korea to identify and preserve their 
performing art traditions. Contempor¬ 
ary Korean theatre illustrated the in¬ 
fluence of both the traditional theatre 
and the Western plays. Delegates 
were particularly impressed by Jeong- 
Ok Kim's production, "What Shall I 
Become", which drew upon Korean 
theatrical traditions to develop a pure 
Korean theatrical language—ritualis¬ 
tic, folkish, and near total. 

The Indian entry to the festival was 
the Pune Progressive Dramatic Asso¬ 
ciation's Marathi play "Laxmi Gauri". 
The play was presented in the tradi¬ 
tional style, as the Seoul festival was 
an exposition of third world traditional 
theatre styles. The play, directed by 
the veteran theatre director Prof. Bhal- 
ba Kelkar, with a cast of 21, presented 
a rich glimpse into the 8th century life 
style of India--its rituals, costumes, 
mannerism, dance and music. It was 
not only total theatre, but a meaning¬ 
ful play, in that it depicted the revolt of 
a woman against sail —a cruel social 
practice of the bygone age. The re¬ 
sponse of the Korean audiences was 
amazingly pleasing In a number of 
sequences, they instinctively joined 
the actors on the stage in responding 
to the beat of the dance and ladies’ 
games on the stage Female mem¬ 
bers of the Indian performing team in 
their gorgeous sarees were the star 
attraction, wherever they went 
There were two sessions of the 
Colloquy—in which the mutual in¬ 
fluence of third world and Western 
theatres, was discussed 
The three hour sessions barely pro¬ 
vided opportunity for in-depth exposi 
tions. Yet, it was clear that the third 
world theatre delegates wanted the 
overpowering influence of alien cul¬ 
tures to be neutralised and greater 
exchanges to take place between 
third world theatrical cultures. 

The Seoul festival richly contributed 
to the projection of the variegated 
richness of the tnird world theatre 
arts In fact it was one of the rare 
occasions when the traditional theatre 
arts of Japan, India, Indonesia, Bang¬ 
ladesh, Tunisia and Korea found simul¬ 
taneous projection. 





south-north relations Nationa | Assembly Adopts 


T HE National Assembly of Korea 
adopted a resolution on April 18, 
1981 supporting the January 12 
proposal of President Chun Doo Hwan 
for an exchange of visits between the 
highest authorities in the South and 
the North 

Reaffirming its resolve to conform 
to the aspirations of the 50-million 
Korean people for the peaceful un 
ification of the fatherland, the National 
Assembly pledged to make the 
utmost efforts to achieve the sup¬ 
reme historical task of building a 
democratic, independent and unified 
nation for the Korean people, and 
affirmed that the establishment of 
lasting peace on the Korean peninsula 
was of utmost importance to the 
peace of Asia and the world as wit¬ 
nessed in our past history and that a 
nation should be free from fear of war 
to achieve its national prosperity and 
progress 

The Assembly expressed its belief 
that for peaceful unification of the 
fatherland, no violent means such as 
war and instigations to revolution 
should be lesorted to, and inconsis¬ 
tent and unrealistic proposals aimed 
at false and slanderous propaganda 
avoided. 

The resolution "declares once again 
that confirmed ny the suspension of 
the South-North dialogue, the propos 
al made by President Chun Doo Hwan 
on January 12, 1981, which manifests 
resolute determination for progress 
toward the goal of peaceful unification 
based on his genuine patriotism, is 
the most reasonable and far-reaching 
measure which, by easing tension and 
consolidating mutual confidence be¬ 
tween South and north Korea, can 
help solve all the pending problems 
impeding peaceful unification of the 
fatherland '' 

It resolved to render its all-out 
national and ultra-partisan support for 
the proposal and for its early realiza¬ 
tion through national and international 
movements, and pledged to help 
materialize the spirit of dialogue as 
expressed in the Joint Communique 
of July 4, 1972. 


It also urged the highest authorities 
in north Korea to accept President 
Chun's proposal in a spirit of national 
history. 

Members of the Assembly believe 
that the resolution would constitute a 
sublimation of the burning desire of all 
the Korean people for peaceful uni¬ 
fication of the fatherland. 

Espionage activities 

Meanwhile, in spite of sincere and 
repeated efforts by the Republic of 
Korea for a negotiated settlement of 
the Korean question, north Korea is 
preoccupied with the idea of com 
mumzing the Korean peninsula by 
force. There is evidence of its step¬ 
ping up espionage and subversive 
activities in the South 

Early in April, the Korean Agency for 
National Security Planning (ANSP) 
announced that it had smashed two 
north Korean spy rings which alleged 


The National Assembly of 
Korea in a resolution adopted 
recently pledged to make 
utmost efforts to achieve the 
supreme historical task of 
building a democratic, inde¬ 
pendent and unified nation for 
the Korean people and re¬ 
solved to render its all-out 
support for President Chun's 
January 12 Proposal for high- 
level talks between the heads 
of state of the two Koreas 


ly provided military and other secrets 
to Pyongyang for the past six to 20 
years One spy ring was led by Pak 
Chang-sok, a former seaman, and 
another by real estate leader Chon 
Hak-pong 

The ANSP announcement said that 
a total of 13 Pyongyang agents and 
their collaborators were referred to 
the prosecution on charges of viola¬ 
tions of the National Security Law and 
of spying activities. The Agency 
seized 30 items from the arrested 
agents including two radio sets de¬ 
signed to receive messages from the 


Pyongyang regime, clothing sent by 
the North, bogus family registers and 
theological books. 

Pak became a member of the north 
Korean (Communist) Workers 1 Party 
in April 1975, after being brainwashed 
by Kwak Tong-ui, chief of organization 
affairs at the 'Hanmintong' in Japan, 
and Paek Tae-ryong* in charge of 
anti-Seoul operations at the pro- 
Pyongyang Koreans' Federation in 
Japan Pak went to Japan in 1975 on 
the pretext of a business trip, the 
Agency said. 

Since he became a member of the 
north Korean party, Pak allegedly re¬ 
ceived 700,000 Japanese yen and^ 
other valuables including watches and 
record players on a total of 10 occa¬ 
sions In return, he sent many pieces 
of information and secrets related to 
the military deployment in the capital 
area during the Martial Law period, 
the riot police squads set up at each of 
Seoul's police stations, the guarding 
of islands near the Honam Oil Re¬ 
finery, and anti-spy searchlights instal¬ 
led near the Namhae Bay. 

He is also being charged for gather¬ 
ing and passing on information to the 
North about changes in the Korean 
Government hierarchy and reshuffles 
of military leaders since October 26, 
1979 

In preparation for the decisive mo¬ 
ment, Pak was instructed by north 
Korea to win as many sympathisers as 
possible, scatter subversive leaflets 
and actively back up Kim Dae-jung 
when he would run for presidency. He 
disseminated baseless rumours to 
Kwak Young-u one of his hometown 
friends. 

Kwak, a former insurance company 
section chief, made frequent contacts 
with his elder brother Young-mun and 
cousin Tong-ui in Japan through Pak. 
While aspiring to run for the National 
Assembly on a New Democracy Party 
ticket with the support of Kim Dae- 
jung, Kwak arranged for Pak to obtain 
a passport on the pretext of being a 
Pongsong Enterprise employee for 
the purpose of enabling him to secure 
election funds from Kwak's brothers 



January 12 Proposal 


on behalf of the latter. 

Chon Hak-pong, who was won over 
by north Korea's agent Kim Chang- 
nam, went to Pyongyang, escorted by 
another Pyongyang spy, 0 Yong-sok 
and became a member of the north 
Korean Communist Party in 1966. 
After his secret return to the South, 
he sent many pieces of information 
related to military supplies and public 
sentiment during election times 

Chon, in conspiracy with another 
Pyongyang agent Kim Ki-sam, has 
been bent on rallying the revolutionary 
forces in the South to use them in a 
decisive moment 

Defection from North 

Meanwhile, the Defence Ministry 
announced on April 16 that a north 
Korean soldier had defected to the 
Republic of Korea the same day 
through the DMZ under a barrage of 
fire from the north Korean guards 

The soldier was identified as Staff 
Sergeant Yi Rok-chae, 25, who was a 
member of the 1st platoon, 4th com 
pany, 2nd battalion, 30th regiment, 
12th division Yi crossed the military 
demarcation line on the DMZ around 
6 15am When he stepped into the 
southern sector of the DMZ, waving a 
small piece of white cloth, north Ko¬ 
rean guard-posts directed fire to the 
South, apparently to stop him The 
United Nations Command Defence 
Force south of the DMZ returned fire 

The defector wearing a north Ko¬ 
rean Army fatigue, told South Korean 
Army authorities that he had long 
cherished the affluent and free life in 
the South. 

In an announcement on April 16, 
the United Nations Command (UNC) 
in Korea, charged north Korea with 
firing more than one thousand light- 
machine-gun rounds across the milit¬ 
ary demarcation line into the southern 
sector of the DMZ. The UNC 
announcement said the incident 
occurred in the Chorwon valley, in the, 
central area of the DMZ. UNC officials 
said that three north Korean guard- 
posts in that area fired at a UNC 


guard-post between 6 50 and /.03 
a m , when an unidentified man cros 
sed the demarcation line and turned 
himself over to the South Korean 
authorities. 
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The statue in the South vividly represents the 
Korean people's yearning for an early reunion ot 
their family in the North 

It said the firing ceased when the 
UNC guard-post was forced to return 
fire in self-defence 

The UNC's senior representative in 
the Military Armistice Commission 
sent a message to north Korea on 
April 16 to protest the incident "This 
hostile act gravely endangered the 
lives of our side's DMZ Civil Police 
and was in blatant violation of para¬ 
graphs 6, 10 and 12 of the Armistice 
Agreement and subsequent agree¬ 
ments". the message read It also 
said: "Your side's deliberate firing 
heightened tensions in the DMZ and 
could easily have escalated into a 


most serious incident." 

A birthday hoax 

While these incidents continue to 
occur on the border, Kim ll-sung and 
his government have been busy pre¬ 
paring for the celebration of his birth¬ 
day In an editorial published recently, 
the English language Seoul newspap- . 
or Korea Herald said, Kirn turned 69 on 
April 15 and the birth day was desig 
nated by north Korea as the "most 
felicitous occasion ot the whole man¬ 
kind as well as the nation " 

The North's propaganda media, in¬ 
cluding newspapers and broadcasts, 
devoted most of their space and time* 
to describe the Communist supremo 
in utterly adulatory expressions An | 
example ‘T hut blue sky is ours thanks 
to the supreme leader who opened it jj 
for us, this green earth is ours thanks i 
to the supreme leader, who cultivated J 
it for us' They then called on the 
entire north Korean people to 'think jjj 
and act. whenever, only in accord with S 
the thought and will of the supreme ^ 
leader' 

This year's birthday festivity took a 
new dimension as it was the first 
since the designation of Kim's 40-year 
old son, Jung-il, as heir apparent at the 
Party's Congress held last October 
Hut such a heightening cultivation 
of the personality cult and the unpre¬ 
cedented creation of a communist 
dynasty, appear to come under in 
creasing criticism abroad 
I or instance, on the eve of Kim's 
birthday a leading Australian news 
paper, Ihc Age carried an article 
which derided the north Korean leader 
who has for more than 30 years 
'ruthlessly exercised power in one ot 
the most closed and rigid Marxisr 
Leninist societies' and is well on the 
way to ending communist doctrine by 
establishing the first family dynasty 
Commenting on the Kim phe 
nomcnon, the Korea Herald said in an 
editorial "We wonder whether and 
when the aging Kim will come to 
realize that his life-long ambition of 
bringing the entire Korean peninsula 
under his dictatorial rule as 'the sun of 
the nation' is just a pipe dream The 
sooner ho realizes the better it will be 
for him as well as for the whole 
nation " 

















SORAKSAN 

The place to get lost 


One of the recently opened tourist attractions is the 
Soraksan National Park, which, apart from the breath¬ 
taking mountains, has one of the best beaches of the 
Orient, It is an all season vacation resort offering 
anything from sports and adventure for the able- 
bodied to spectacular sites and scenes for the aesthe¬ 
tically-inclined It is, in short, the ideal place to get 
away from it all and get lost in the beauty and 
magnificence of nature. 



Soraksan offers something off 


with occasional farmhouses and 
claywalled, thatchroofed village 
houses trailing plumes of blue smoke 
as evening approaches. 

Past the peak of the pass lie reced¬ 
ing ranks of conical mountains, their 
summits carved by time into fantastic 
battlements and minarets, some of a 
startling symmetry that suggests illus¬ 
ory human artifice. The farthest row in 
this mountain chain is violet with 
haze, and beyond it glimmers a hint of 
the eastern sea. 

The Soraksan Mountains have been 
declared a national park, one of sever¬ 
al recently established by the Korean 
government 

Soraksan National Park is an elabo¬ 
rate "Leisure Land East" consisting of 
five square kilometres of Soraksan 
territory, with some of the best 
beaches in the Orient. 

There are 46 kinds of facilities avail¬ 
able, including motels, autocamps, 
hot-spring spas, hunting ranges ski 
slopes, water ski courses, hiking 
trails, casinos, cable cars, tennis, 
golfing and indoor sports. 

Sorak dong, developed as a resort 
area with hotels, inns, cottages, peo¬ 
ple's lodging houses, tourist lodges and 
a shopping centre, accommodates 
9,000 tourists daily. 

This remote, ancient and once inac¬ 
cessible wonderland that has been 
called "the Switzerland of Asia" is 
ready for world travellers with an 
appetite for the fresh and unspoiled. 

Soraksan is not one mountain but a 
maze-like chain of them that stretches 
along the northeast coast of the Ko¬ 
rean peninsula The resort district 
extends roughly from Yangyang in the 
north, through the fairly sizable town 
of Kangnung, and past the fishing 
village of Samchok—a picturesque 
coast of rocky buffs and clean, broad 
sand beaches. 

Wnen people talk of Soraksan, they 
usually mean the cluster of higher 
mountains a few inland from Sam¬ 
chok, where most of the inns and 
hotels are concentrated. 

Spot For Mountain Sports 

Soraksan National Park is an all- 
season vacation spot where varied 
sports and activities, plus spectacular 


scenery, somewhat eclipse historical 
attractions, though (as everywhere in 
Korea) there are many of these scat¬ 
tered about too. 

Even before reaching the coast, you 
come to Korea's principal skiing and 
winter sports centre at the lofty 
mountain pass called Taekwallyong, 
865 meters above sea level. A con- 
fortable modern ski lodge gives easy 
access to the slopes, which boast of 
the only mechanised "lift" so far 
available in Korea, as well as that 
indispensable attribute, a dependable 
supply of snow in season for skiing or 
tobogganing. 

Nearby is the Taekwallyong Ranch 
where stock graze peacefully on lofty 
alpine meadows under those fathom- * 
less bright blue skies that are Korea's 
ancient pride in verse and proverb 

If you miss the winter sports sea¬ 
son, Taekwallyong is simply a lofty 
landmark, a watershed that starts the 
winding descent to Kangnung on the 
coast. There one finds seaside hotels 
with Western facilities and a fine 
beach fronting an ocean studded with 
little islands—some of them not 
much more than reefs—which you 
can visit and explore for a few pen¬ 
nies' tip to one of the smiling, weath¬ 
er-tanned fishermen who ply small 
tern-oar or sail-boats close to shore. 
Kangnung Beaches 

But all along the smooth road that 
follows the coast south of Kangnung, 
and north of the city as well, the 
attractive beaches are likely to be less 
crowded than those near the towns. 
This is especially comforting in the 
peak vacat.on months of July and 
August, when a visitor to the east 
coast of Korea would be well advised 
to make advance reservations in 
Seoul for tourist hotel facilities in the 
Soraksan area, since crowds are de¬ 
nse at well-knovfrn water spots. 

If you stop for a swim, or simply 
look around one of these outlying 
beaches during summer, you may 
well encounter groups of Korean high 
school or college students on outings, 
perhaps camping in tents and cooking 
over driftwood fires, soaking up sun. 
strumming guitars and singing the 
latest pop tunes, local and foreign. 


the beaten track 

Quite naturally, swimming places 
are often situated in especially scenic 
surrounding. Exploring the area, you 
are quite likely to find graceful, weath¬ 
ered old pavilions on outcroppings of 
rock over the sea, or perched on 
wooded knolls in the foothills. Here 
rural scholars, as in centuries past, 
may still gather in the late afternoon to 
drink wine and improve poems as 
they watch the sunset and the moon- 
rise. 

You may do the same, perhaps, in 
the company of new-found friends, 
either students or elders, for Koreans 
are cordial towards foreigners. 

As sunset fades into a misty gleam 
and the sea murmurs in the dusk, the 
liquid throb of distant guitars may 
accompany youthful voices raised in 
almost any sort of lyric outpouring 
traditional folk songs, Beatles tunes, 
Stephen Foster, Schubert Lieder 
Driving south again toward the main 
resort district, one passes the harbor 
at Samchok, which could, with justice, 
be called a quaint town 
As the road winds along the shore 
where weathered wooden fishing 
boats are drawn up away from the 
tide, you may glimpse—if the light 
holds—what appear to be hundreds of 
frilly aprons waving on washiines 
Closer observation, and an over¬ 
powering fishy smell, reveal that this 
is the fishermen's catch of squid, 
opened up and spread out along wire 
fences to dry, tentacles dangling like 
tattered lace, producing the leathery, 
salty Korean delicacy known as o-jingo 
as popular here as potato chips and 
peanuts in America. 

Soraksan Tourist Hotel 
Soon the road turns sharply inland. 


for everyone 

and with luck before dark you will 
reach the secluded mountain valley 
where Soraksan Tourist Hotel 
crouches beneath craggy peaks 
There may be just enough light left to 
locate the lodge, a long, low rustic 
building much in the style of old 
fashioned American motor inns This 
Korean version has guest rooms 
opening onto the roof or veranda with 
sliding doors of rice paper pasted over 
wooden latticework 
After a night of sound sleep in 
whatever type of accommodation one 
chooses, it is a glorious sensation to 
rise to the clean mountain air delicate 
ly scented with pinewood smoke, and 
the aroma of coffee brewing in the 
hotel kitchen Lncirclmg mountains 
keep the valley shaded and cool till 
nearly midday, oven in the warmer 
seasons, so a before-breakfast stroll is 
a special pleasure —perhaps to a 
small but ancient and rustically charm 
ing Buddhist temple (Sinhungsa Tern 
pie) that is practically in the hotel's 
front yard An early riser will even 
have a chance to witness the pre¬ 
dawn services of prayers chanted to 
the hollow clack of the wooden clap¬ 
per and silvery chime of the bell 
filtered through layers of incense and 
candle light 
Mountain Climbing 

At Soraksan the basic recreation is 
walking, but with a choice of terrain 
and pace that suits you best the walk 
can be simple Inking or sophisticated 
mountaineering 

Naturally such a walk would start 
from the hotel, and if you plan to stay 
out past noon, they will gladly put up a 
box lunch for you of rice and pickled 
radishes wrapped up in thin roasted 


seaweed, a substantial and nourishing 
meal that one might learn to like. Stroll 
along the rock-strewn stream bed (or 
down the middle of it if you enjoy 
boulder-hopping) with the nearer 
mountains looming up abruptly on the 
far side: weathered, serrate granite 
spurt whose curiously-shaped peaks 
become the goals of the more adven¬ 
turous climbers 
Flying Fairy Peak 
After a mile or two of easy walking on 
well-marked trails, you come to the 
Flying Fairy Peak Somesaythesummit 
can be scaled even up to the 
outjutting rockface. If climbing is not 
your forte, there is a cable car to one 
of the nearer peaks only a few steps 
from the hotel For those who do 
scale the heights there are wonders 
to behold natural glories like the 
Flying Dragon Waterfall, little Buddh¬ 
ist shrines and hermitages clinging 
dizzily to cloud-veiled cliffs amidst 
crowded peaks, like the landscapes 
you didn’t believe when you saw 
them on old scrollpamtings in Seoul; 
the incandescent blaze of maple and 
sumac flaring along steep slopes in 
fall 

Suspension Bridges 

There are more mundane thrills as 
well, such as crossing several vertigi¬ 
nous suspension bridges on the way 
up These are modern conveniences, 
well engineered and carefully con¬ 
structed 

This is the beauty and the delight of 
Korea's Soraksan Mountains they 
offer something for everyone, and 
ample rewards of pleasure for anyone 
with the initiative to undertake a trip 
off that proverbial path, before it 
becomes just as thoroughly beaten as 
all the rest in a rapidly dwindling 
world 



Banquet at the pool in Fairyland, an early 17th century painting by Hae Suk Chong. 


T HE rediscovery and re-evaluation 
of a great wealth of long-forgotten 
Korean folk paintings has been 
one of the most exciting cultural 
events of the past decade. These 
popular works of art, often treasured 
family heirlooms, have remained hid¬ 
den away in private houses and it was 
not until some ten years ago that they 
started to be collected and systemati¬ 
cally studied. 

Painting in Korea has long been 
closely associated with Confucian 
scholarship. (A good Confucian had to 
excel in three different skills: poetry, 
calligraphy and painting.) In fact there 
was a time when people thought that 
influenced as Confucianism is with 
Chinese culture and art, all Oriental 
paintings are alike—that is, Chinese. 
During the 500 years of the Yi Dynas¬ 
ty, Chinese characters were regarded 
as the only "true character" for Korea, 
even though the Koreans had their 
own alphabet, which is distinctively 
simple and exclusive. 

But if you compare the spoken 
languages, clothing, shelter or any 
other aspect of the common folk life 
of China and Korea, you will easily 
note that the two nations have their 
independent styles. That is to say, the 
classic scholars are all alike, but the 
common folk are different. If we were 
to pull out some painting containing 
the real Korean taste, Kimchi, we are 


more likely to find it in folk painting 
than in classic. 

Conventionally, Korean painting has 
been grouped into two major categor¬ 
ies—pure painting and "functional" 
painting, although there is now no 
such thing as a really pure form of 
painting any more than there exists an 
exclusively "functional" one. 

"Functional" in this context has a 
very wide sense Among "functional" 
paintings were included, for example, 
those brought out in accordance with 
the Korean custom for specific sea¬ 
sonal festivals, such as New Year's 
Day, the fifth day of the fifth month, 
the first day of spring, etc. Old records 
as well as those paintings that have 
survived indicate that most of these 
paintings included longevity symbols, 
happiness symbols and guardian im¬ 
ages to ward off evil spirits and in this 
sense fulfilled a "useful", even 
"magical" function. 

The old Confucian-oriented Korean 
scholars classified virtually everything 
outside the elitist areas of calligraphy 
and literati or Zen painting, created for 
the intellectual diversion of the scho¬ 
lar class, as folk painting. Yet a great 
deal of this painting was not folk 
painting at all in the sense this term is 
used elsewhere in the world, meaning 
a simple form of painting executed by 
amateurs and with no reference to the 
rules of any school of art. 


Korean folk painting developed as 
an art of an entire nation, of all 
classes, directly related to a particular 
life style. Folk art in general is just a 
plain humble expression of basic hu¬ 
man desire and faith. It is universal to 
all races on earth without exception. 
When Korean folk painting is clas¬ 
sified in this sense, anyone from any 
country will easily appreciate Korean 
tastes based on universal folk 
thought. Although we have no idea 
whatever of the individual names of 
the painters of many of these works, 
we are at least aware of the type of 
people in each group. They ranged 
from wandering craftsmen to court 
painters. 

There were painters known as 
"passing guests"—wanderers who 
travelled from one village to another 
producing domestic paintings at indi¬ 
vidual households. Most of them 
were naive peasant craftsmen, but 
some skilled artists were found 
among them, usually those who had 
failed to become* court painters. 

The second group was made up of 
painter-monks. Talented monks, who 
received rigorous training from a mas¬ 
ter, usually became professional pain¬ 
ters and engaged in produciing va¬ 
rious Buddhist ritual paintings for tem¬ 
ples. Those who failed to survive the 
severe regimen often turned to the 
life of wandering painter-monks, earn- 




Korea's great waalth of folk 
paintings, are a class that re¬ 
veal thousands of years of 
cultural heritage. These popu¬ 
lar works of art, often trea¬ 
sured family heirlooms, re¬ 
mained hidden away in pri¬ 
vate houses and it was not 
until ten years ago that they 
started to be collected and 
systematically studied. Folk 
Paintings adorned the houses 
of ancient Korea and served 
certain functions such as the 
door painting of a tiger to 
repel evil beings at the front 
entrance, that of a dog in¬ 
tended for a storage room 
door, and screens with repre¬ 
sentations of flowers and 
birds or babies for bed room 
walls. 

ing their living by painting murals on 
temple walls. 

The third group consisted of court 
painters. A court painter was the 
highest rank obtainable in Korea for an 
artist. It is often thought that the 
works of these men were only in the 
classical style, but they were also 
hired to decorate palaces and to pro¬ 
vide ornamental designs. 


A late 18th century painting. Turtle is one of the 
longevity symbols in Korean folk painting. 




Folk paintings were to be found in 
the royal court, Buddhist temples,' 
shaman shrines, Kisaeng drinking 
houses, altars and private houses. 
Some themes were reserved for the 
court while others were used only in 
temples, shrines and altars. The re¬ 
mainder were used by ordinary folk to 
decorate their homes and enrich their 
everyday life. 

In a Korean home certain works of 
art can be installed permanently while 
others are brought out only during 
certain seasons or on special occa¬ 
sions. A few themes are suitable 
anywhere in the house, but others are 
intended to be placed in one particular 
location in order to produce felicitous 
results. For example, the door paint¬ 
ing of a tiger to repel evil beings at the 
front entrance, while a painting or 
print of a dog is intended for a storage 
room door. Screens with representa¬ 
tions of flowers and birds or babies 
belong to bedroom walls. 


Among the most popular Korean 
folk motives are long life symbols, 
good luck symbols, evil repelling 
signs, symbols of education, national¬ 
ism and heaven. 

The symbols of longevity are called 
Ship Jang Saeng. There are ten such 
symbols: deer, crane, turtle, pine, 
bamboo, Pullocho (or the herb of 
immortality), rock, water, cloud and 
the sun. These designs appear on 


Bamboo, righteousness symbol, is a favourite of 
the Korean painters. 

pillow cases, spoon bags, brush hoi- 
ders, ink stones, quivers, pottery of all 
sorts, tea tables, coins, chests, 
screens and single scrolls. "Soo", the 
character for longevity, is another, and 
it has over a hundred designs. 

Happiness or good fortune is usual¬ 
ly depicted in a strange combination 
of two characters to form “Hee". 

Another commonly used character 
is the good luck symbol "Bok". 

Certain other symbols of good luck 
are jumping carp, Sa Ryung (turtle, 
dragon, phoenix and lion) and fruits 
with egg-shaped seeds. 





The Rock-Gate at 
Tongehon This ver¬ 
tical scroll in ink de¬ 
picts characteristic 
Korean mountains 
and rocks through 
the use of inter¬ 
weaving lines, left, 
and below, a typical 
Korean tiger paint¬ 
ing, early 18th cen¬ 
tury 


The evil repelling symbols included 
the blue dragon (protects fortune), 
white tiger and rooster (both chase 
away the evils), sea lion (against fire) 
and Chong Kyu (against disease in 
children). 

Symbols of education included the 
Chaekkori (chaek means book and kori 
scene) which is a painting around a 
pile of books in a scholar's study, 
including the four friends of the scho¬ 
lar (ink stone, ink stick, paper and 
brush), wine bottles, flower vases, 
and fruits such as peaches, pomeg¬ 
ranates and grapes 

The national symbols are the por¬ 
trait of national founder Tan Gun, the 
mountain spirit (a gentle old man with 
long white beard leaning on a tiger), 
the Diamond Mountain (with its 
12,000 strange, animated peaks) and ( 









The Real And 
The Imaginary 
Diamond 
Mountains 


The Diamond mountains of Korea have a unique 
character No wonder they found favour with the 
Korean painters The mountains in the two pictures 
here, one visionary and the other real, the latter ; an 
inspiration to the painter of the former 


%f : v 
’.m, 4 - ; 

r.. ; .fe 


-.fe» 4- 


the turtle ship (symbolising the fleet 
of Admiral Yi Sun-shin of the 16th 
century). 

Korean folk painting is often clas¬ 
sified in terms of its relationship to the 
concepts of Confucianism, Taoism, 
Buddhism and Shamanism But at 
times these religious motives are so 
complexly interwoven that they are 
difficult to be classified as purely 
Buddhist, Confucian, Taoist or Shama- 
nistic. They, therefore, become Taoist 
Buddhist, Buddhist shamanism, etc. 

The whole range of these pairitings 
deals with the life of the masses, 
often in a most unconventional and 
unorthodox manner. Dating back to 
ancient Korea, some of these paint¬ 
ings are serious and others are frivo¬ 
lous; some deal with real objects; 
some have religious overtones; some 
of them were done by expert hands 
and other by utter amateurs. 






LIFE AND LORE 


Folk tales add pristine 
splendour to the tradi¬ 
tion. The Korean tradi¬ 
tion, to be sure, is full of 
such grandmother stor¬ 
ies. It is believed that 
every object or living 
thing harboured a spirit, 
which brought good or 
evil, happiness or misfor¬ 
tune upon people. 


T HE Korean people worship Hana¬ 
nim as the supreme god. Folk 
stories abound in which Hananim 
rewards the good and punishes the 
evil. He lives in the heavens and 
knows what is going on down on the 
earth. 

Hananim protects water and 
sauce—the basics of life—and 
punishes those who pollute public 
wells and soil other people's sauce 
and pickles. Water and sauce thus 
have been given a certain religious 
aura. 

From ancient times, the sacrificial 
rites for Hananim were conducted in 
May when transplanting would be 
ended, and in October after the har¬ 
vest. The former is the ritual of soli¬ 
citation and the latter of thanks giving. 
Growing of crops and the harvest, 
good or bad. is the business of heaven 
or Hananim. 

Rites were also often dedicated to 
various spirits. It was believed that 
every object or living thing housed a 
spirit, which brought good or evil, 
happiness or misfortune upon people. 

Upon death, a man's body may 
remain underground but his soul, after 
a certain period of time, should go to 
heaven. But when a man dies young 
or dies suddenly the soul is denied 
entry into heaven because, it is be¬ 
lieved, heaven has no place for souls 
with unfulfilled desires. And the soul 
remaining in the human world can do 
mischief to the living. 

It can bring death, calamities and 
disease uDon Deoole. therefore. Deo- 


Gods And Spirits 


pie tried to coax the spirits into behav¬ 
ing. The method of coaxing, of course, 
varied: it may be a prayer—an entrea¬ 
ty—or it may be threats, beating up 
the mischievous spirits. 

The Korean people believed in the 
spirits of their ancestors to whom 
they offered sacrificial rites and in turn 
received ancestral favours. 

Spirits were also believed to reside 
in plants and animals. It is customary 
among Korean families not to raise a 
dog for more than ten years and a hen 
for more than three years. They be¬ 
lieved that these domestic animals 
when they are older than the above 
ages can comprehend the human 
language and would understand what 
the human couple are talking about in 
the master's room. This meant that 
they were growing out of their animal¬ 
ism and approaching the realm of 
humanity, or alternatively possessed 
by a spirit. 

People let such animals starve to 
death. 

Korean folklore has it that a dragon 
goes to heaven when it attains 100 
years of age; a carp or an eel becom¬ 
es a dragon when it is 1,000 years old; 
and a fox of 1,000 years would turn 
into a human. This fox-turned man is a 
mischief-maker. One of the most 
popular folk beliefs is of the nine-tailed 
fox who appears as a beautiful 
woman and seduces travellers. 

Singe the spirits and ghosts are as 
numerous as the myriad objects in 
which they reside and since they are 
mischievous objects with superhu¬ 
man powers, the people generally 
avoided doing things that hurt the 
feelings of the spirits. 

One such pervasive entity is tag - 
gaebi —a goblin. Its nature is superhu¬ 
man. It is tall and one-legged. It is 
mischievous. It prowls around the 
mountains and plains in winter, giving 
off a blue light. The stories about 
taggaebi are legion. They have been 
recorded and people invent new ones. 

Taggaebi is not exactly a terrible 
thing to people, and at times it is even 
friendly. Some spirits may cause a 
person's death, but the taggaebi 


would never go that far. But they are 
apt to cause embarrassing difficulties 
for people. They do things that people 
want to avoid. Taking advantage of 
this, people sometimes trick the tag- 
gaebis into doing what they want. 

But they are aware of the tag- 
gaebi's supernatural ability. 

The taggaebis appear only at nights, 
especially rainy nights; not in places 
that are clean and bright, but in places 
that are dark and damp. It is said that 
pieces of wood that have been used 
for making fire in the kitchen can 
transform themselves into taggaebi 
goblins There are folk stories of f 
strong men grappling with the tag- * 
gaebi and, overwhelming them, tying 
them to a tree or rock. The next day 
they would find some firewood tied 
down at the place where' they grap¬ 
pled with it the night before. 

Taboos and Omens 

From ancient times people have 
established taboos, which became 
conventionalized in time, to avoid un¬ 
happy, unclean things by doing or not 
doing things that please or anger the 
gods and spirits, thereby being able to 
live peacefully 

People never eat horse meat, but 
some eat dog meat during the sum¬ 
mer as an invigorant. But it is consi¬ 
dered unclean and bring bad luck. 
When a shaman cannot establish con¬ 
tact with a spirit with her ritual dance 
incantations and other shows of piety, 



Korean ghosts are not usually considered 
malevolent. Ghosts are said to come in dreams. 
Usually they are young, often a virgin, and 
victims of unhappy circumstances. 



Eating of dog meat is considered unclean When a shaman girl dancer fails to establish contact with a spirit, she would turn to the assembly and ask those 
who have taken dog meat to leave immediately. 


she would turn to the assembly and 
ask those who have taken dog meat 
to leave immediately. The spirit will 
not appear before those who have 
eaten an unclean thing such as dog 
meat. 

The reason that people never eat 
horse meat is not clear. The peoples 
of surrounding countries eat it. This 
must have come from certain reli¬ 
gious reason. The Korean word for 
horse is mai, which means large. In 
Korean thinking the horse is the sup¬ 
reme animal. Among the shaman 
songs there is the song of "the great 
Warhorse King". The horse is re¬ 
garded as holy and large, and this may 
be the reason why Koreans have 
abstained from eating horse meat. 

Koreans, like most Indians, also 
have certain good and bad omens. 
When people hear the cry of the 
magpie early in the morning, it is good 
omen; but the cry of a crow brings 
bad luck. If you see the yellow but¬ 
terfly first in the early spring, you are 
guaranteed good luck during the year, 
but if you see a white butterfly first, it 
means that your parents will die. If 


you meet a blind man on the road, you 
had better give up whatever you had 
in mind, for nothing can be achieved 
on that day 

Dreams that involve water or pigs 
are signs of good luck for the day 
Pregnant women who dream of a 
dragon, a tiger, or the sun can expect 
the birth of a splendid boy who is 
destined to become a great man 
Many great men's mothers' dream 
experiences during pregnancy prove 
this. 

Upon the birth of a child, gold 
stripes are tied to the gate or a handful 
of red clay is placed in front of the 
gate to ward off evil. At the time of 
the sacrificial rite of the village, too, 
these things are placed in a similar 
manner at the entrance of the village 
with the same purpose. People who 
make sacrificial food and carry it to the 
site of the rite for the mountain god 
hold a piece of white paper or chest¬ 
nut in their mouth. This is because 
they believe that if they open their 
mouths to speak or to eat, they will be 
subject to the evil coming from break¬ 
ing the taboo of cleanliness The 


officers of the community-sponsored 
rites are selected from those whose 
families are not undergoing child-birth 
or funeral. Even villagers who have 
seen a corpse or killed an animal while 
travelling outside the village are for¬ 
bidden to return to their homes until 
after the end of the rite 
There are various taboos, all of 
which are meant to promote a life of 
happiness, holiness and cleanliness. 
They, thus, are the cultural teachings 
of the folk. 



One of the most popular folk tale is centred 
around the nine tailed fox. which appears as a 
beautiful woman to seduce travellers 







CHANGSU 

CHON 

Where Life 
Begins at 
Seventy 


Longevity is something that 
man has craved from time 
immemorial Republic of 
Korea, which has one of the 
highest average life expectan¬ 
cy in Asia with 69 years for 
females and 63 for males, has 
long been harbouring a village 
in its Vongdong county 
Chungchong-pukdo province. 

165 kilometres from Seoul. This 
Changsu chon (longevity vil¬ 
lage) is a haven of nonagena 
rians, and here people have 
long been treated as middle- 
aged when they reach 70 and 
elderly after the age of 90 


I N a central province of Korea is a reans in 1978 and 1979, the last years birthdates of each of her great- 

village where longevity is taken so for which figures are available, was grandchildren, according to her 67- 

much for granted that people aren't 69 1 years for women and 62 7 years year-old daughter-in-law, Pak Kil Su 

treated like they're really "ederly" for men, according to the Economic Mrs Pak, also widowed in her 30s. 

until they're into their 80s. The 1,600 Planning Board in Seoul People are shares a room with her mother-in-law, 

households in this "longevity village" generally considered to start growing and says the older woman still boasts 

can claim a score of nonagenarians. old when they reach the "wrong side" a sharp mind and is seldom sick. 

Seoul evening paper, Joong-Ang llbo, of 40 Asked about the secret of living a 

carried this story by one of its repor- There are a score of nonagenarians, long life, Grar.ny Kim answers in a 

ters, Kim Su-Gil however, in changsu chon , a farming clear, high-pitched voice that one 

Longevity is something that man community of 1,400 households in must first eat well, and then keep 

has craved from time immemorial, Yongdong County, about 165 kilo- busy farming and living a life free of 

and it appears that a person's environ- meters south of Seoul worldly desires 

ment may play a considerable role in The community's oldest person, She is emphatic, however, in citing 
it. 100-year-old Kim Chil-Sun, recalls the the environment as well, particularly 

There is a community in Korea's previous record-holder, a Mr Chong the changsu-chun^ (longevity stream, 

Chungchong-pukdo province which is who died 10 years ago at the age of as it is nicknamed), which flows past 

noted for its oldtimers. In this changsu 106, as being more than physically the village Appearing crystal clear, it 

chon (longevity village), people are vigorous even in his nineties, chain- actually contains some decayed wild 

treated as middle-aged when they smoking and enjoying his liquor ginseng root which makes it some of 

reach about 70, thought to be growing The eyesight of "Granny Kim," who the best medicinal water there is, 

old in their 80s' and finally revered as was widowed in her early 30s, is so according to a local octogenarian 

an elderly man or woman after the good that she can read her tiny digital The stream flows in view of the 
age of 90. watch with no difficulty, and her sharp community's main peak, unofficially 

The average life expectancy of Ko- memory alerts her to the approaching known as yakcho-bong (medicinal 
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herb peak), so it is appropriate that its 
waters are also known as pullosu, or 
"the waters of eternal youth." 

Yakcho-bong has deep ravines and 
luxuriant foliage, and is said to be 
abundantly endowed with medicinal 
herbs such as gallnut and others, as 
well as wild edible greens such as 
Chinese bellflower. 

Elderly villagers say they have taken 
pachyma hoelen, for example, a rare 
Chinese herb highly coveted by Orien¬ 
tal medicine dealers, since adolesc¬ 
ence. The compound is extracted 
from the resin which accumulates on 
the roots of dead pine trees over a 
period of eight to 10 years, and is said 
to be effective in strengthening the 
kidney and heart, and even in prevent¬ 
ing gonorrhea. 

Understandably, Granny Kim says 
that she and the other villagers owe 
much of the-credit for their tong lives 
to yakcho-bong and to the medicinal 
herbs it yields in abundance. Gallnuts, 


she says, are good for preventing 
toothaches and piles, while buplu- 
pleum falcatum is effective in combat¬ 
ting malaria 

In addition to the credit which the 
herbs of yakcho-bong and waters of 
changsu chun can claim for lengthen¬ 
ing the lives of the villagers, however, 
one might also consider the history of 
the village The Nam family, the mam 
clan of the village, settled at the 
current location during the reign of the 
Yi Dynasty's King Sejo, over 500 years 
ago. 

Nam Ui-ji, the eldest son of a senior 
cabinet official under King Sejo's pre¬ 
decessor, was killed in a power strug¬ 
gle which resulted in a purge of 
Confucian scholars His widow fled 
the capital with their nine-year-old 
son. 

Disillusioned with government ser¬ 
vice, which had led to the annihilation 
of her clan, she told her offspring at 
her deathbed not to seek government 


employment, but to try simply to 
safeguard and increase the numbers 
of the Nam clan 

The setting of the village, inconspi¬ 
cuous and lemote, has no doubt 
contributed to its reputation for 
longevity as well, since no significant 
battles took place there during the 
Korean War, and thus no innocent 
lives were lost 

Longevity, however much it might 
be envied by some, does have its 
drawbacks Some villagers confess to 
feeling guilty that they are such a 
burden to their children of grand 
children 

Ninety-two-year-old Granny Nam 
Son-Ja, however, simply takes plea¬ 
sure in her television set, and in the 
glimpses it offers her of the rest of the 
world, for in all these years, she has 
never set foot out of changsu chon, 
Korea's "longevity village" (yonhap) 
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K OREA plans to boost its annual 
shipbuilding capacity from the cur¬ 
rent four million tons to six million 
tons during the 1982-86 period of its 
fifth five-year plan, the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry said. The 
Ministry's plan calls for increasing the 
annual capacity of the country's large- 
scale shipyards—Hyundai, Okpo, 

Samsung and the Korean Shipbuilding 
and Engineering Corporation—from 
3,650,000 tons to 5,100,000 tons. The 
Ministry also said it would provide 
massive financial backing to develop 
medium-scale shipyards into export 
industries. 

The combined annual capacity of 
the Taeson, Daedong, Pusan, Don- 
ghae and other medium-scale ship¬ 
yards should rise from 230,000 tons 
to 415,000 tons, and that of the small- 
scale shipyards from 120,000 tons to 
135,000 tons, according to the five- 
year shipbuilding plans According to 
the Lloyd's Register of Shipbuilding 
returns. Korea increased its lead in 
shipbuilding from the^ sixth to the 
second place, next only to Japan 
Last year's export of ships from 
Korea recorded $99 million increase 
from 519 million in 1979 Recently the 
state-run Korea Shipbuilding and En¬ 
gineering Corporation had obtained a 
$260 million contract for supplying 
ultra-large modern oil tankers, ranging 
from 35,000 wwt to 56,000 wwt to 
the Abu Dhabi National Tankers Cor¬ 
poration. 

The Korean shipbuilding industry, 
which has been suffering from 
stagnation for a long time, is rapidly 
recovering. 

The increase in the overseas orders 
for chemical tankers, which require 
highly sophisticated technology, is no¬ 
ticeable. 

The instalment purchasing system 
adopted for refloating the shipbuilding 
business is one of the reasons for the 
recovery. 

At a time when the international 


economic recession as a whole "is 
aggravating in the face of a high oil 
price era, the revival of the shipbuild¬ 
ing industry business is a vital boost 
for the export industry as well as 
related industries. 

To maximize the utilization of the 
opportunity which has come again 
after five years, both the government 
and industries concernd are hurrying 
localization of various machinery and 
materials including enoines. 

In 1979, shipbuilders got contracts 
to build 50 ships amounting to 
1,064,608 gross tons. 

As of the end of 1979 the number 
of ships under construction reached 
52, amounting to 1,307,455 G/T as 56 
ships totalling 304,107 G/T were deli¬ 
vered to foreign owners the same 
year. Thus, the Korean record of reav¬ 
ing overseas orders was the second 
largest in the world and placed Korea 
in the sixth rank in terms of orders on 
hand to build ships, in that year 

All the Korean shipyards are operat¬ 
ing at full capacity 

Daewoo Shipbuilding and Heavy 
Mechinery Ltd , is building four che¬ 
mical tankers worth 43 million each, 
which are scheduled to be delivered 
to the Norwegian owner beginning in 
November 1981 

Thanks to the expansion of Sam¬ 
sung's facilities and the inauguration 
of Okpo Shipyard of Daewoo Ship¬ 
building & Heavy Machinery overseas 
orders could be taken up without any 
difficulty. 

Particularly, noteworthy is the fact 
that the shipbuilding scale and money 
amount are becoming larger. Prices of 
ships have risen considerably to a 
realistic level, as compared with the 
price hikes of raw material. 

Secondly, orders for shipbuilding 
have been diversified to bulk carriers, 
container ships, and OBO (ore, bulk 
and oil) carriers from the previous oil 
tankers. 

Orders for chemical tankers from 


north European coumriesTTOve that 
Korean shipbuilding technology has 
reached the world level. 

New overseas orders have rushed 
to Korea since the latter half of 1979; 
order during the fourth quarter of 
1979 accounted for 70 per cent of the 
whole workload received last year. 

The volume of ship loading for gram 
surged in the wake of the bad crop in 
Russia and the trade volume with 
mainland China increased sharply as 
China opened its doors in the course 
of its modernisation program. Japan 
hurried to purchase second-hand ves¬ 
sels in large numbers and thus orders 
for ships increased. 

As the prices of various raw mate¬ 
rials including steel items jumped 
following the rise in oil prices, ship¬ 
owners abroad, who have maintained 
a wait-and-see attitude, began to 
place early orders. 

Accordingly, the price of oil tankers 
soared by 86 per cent and the price of 
bulk earners (40,000 ton class) rose by 
259 per cent 

But the industries concerned 
seemed to be not so happy because 
the prices of raw materials, 60 per 
cent of which is imported, are ex¬ 
pected to increase continuously. 

Last year Korean shipbuilders 
negotiated contracts amounting to 
$500 or $600 million to build tugboats, 
container ships, chemical tankers, 
product carriers and bulk carriers with 
the United States, Norway, Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. Italy and Canada 

Korea plans to increase its ship¬ 
building capacity annually to 4.1 mil¬ 
lion tons in 1981 and 6.5 million tons 
in 1986 from 2.7 million tons in 1979 
In line with changing circumstances 
abroad, the officials said, the nation's 
capicity can be expanded further in 
1986, when Korea will become the 
fifth in the world in terms of shipbuild¬ 
ing capacity and the nation's ship 
exports will amount to $3.5 billion. 
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NEW THEATRE COMPLEX 

M UNYE Hoegwan or The Culture and Arts Theatre, 
a new hall dedicated to cultural and artistic 
understanding and exchanges between the artists 
and the Kotean public, was recently inaugurated in a 
ceremony on the premises of the Korean Culture and 
Arts Foundation (KCAF) in Seoul. 

Among the 700 guests who attended the ceremony 
were Minister of Culture and Information Lee Kwang 
Pyo, KCAF chairman Song Ji Young and many other 
prominent figures invloved in cultural, artistic and 
literary activities. After the official inauguration of the 
theatre, there was a traditional Korean dance perform¬ 
ance, "The Sound of Dance", by the Chung Jae-man 
Dance Company. 

The KCAF offers a variety of cultural, music and 
dance programs for the public These include lecture 
programs on traditional Korean culture (every 1 uesday) 
and film show (every Wednesday). The film show 
includes video film series of dramas, based on the 
works of Shakespeare. These programs will continue 
through early July 

Designed to serve as a centre for the artists and the 
public, the two storey theatre which has a total floor 
space of 1,551 pyong (one pyong equals 3 3 square 
meters), consists of two theatres 
The main theatre, which has 709 seats, is designed 
to stage all kinds of performing arts of Korea—dance, 
music, drama and traditional Korean performing arts. 
The facilities of the mam theatre, equipped with 
modern lighting fixtures and other equipment for 
better sound effects, include an orchestra pit, a 
revolving stage and two vertically moving stages. 

The 200-seat smaller theatre will be used mainly for 
experimental performances. It will also be designed to 
serve as a small international conference room be¬ 
cause it has a simultaneous trilingual translation 
facility 

INDEPENDENCE FIGHTER DIES 

L EE Kap-sung, the last of the 33 signatories of the 
Declaration of Independence from Japanese col¬ 
onialism, on March 1, 1919 died of a chronic disease 
at his home in Hyochang-dong, Yongsan-gu, Seoul. He 
was 92. The condition of independence-fighter Lee, 
who had been ill for quite some time, suddenly 
became serious while in Suanbo Spa in Chungwon- 
gun, Chungchong Pukto. A relative of the late Lee said 
he got skin disease due to the torture L&e underwent 
in the jail during Japan's occupation of Korea. 

The patriot was born in Taegu, Kyongsang Pukto, on 
Octobe[ 23, 1889, and graduated from the Severance 
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Medical college in Seoul, the predecessor of the^ 
Yonsei University Medical College Lee was one of the 
33 leaders of political, economic, religious and other 
circles of Korea who affixed their signatures to the 
Declaration of Independence on March .1, 1919 
In 1933, he took refuge in Shanghai to escape arrest 
after his involvement in the Korean Independence 
movement spearheaded by the Smgan-hoe Society 
However, in 1940, he was arrested by the Japanese 
After Korea's liberation from Japan in 1949, Lee 
became a lawmaker In 1963, Lee became chairman of 
the Promotion Committee of the now-defunct Demo¬ 
cratic Republican Party, and, two years later, he was 
chosen as president of the Kwangbok Hoe Society 
created in memory of the liberation of Korea 

HERBAL MEDICINES FAMOUS 

M ANY Korean people—especially those in search of 
a tonic prescription for people in their 40s — visit 
herbal medicine clinics instead of modern hospit¬ 
als. reveals a survey held recently 
The survey, conducted by Prof. Ahn Byung-son, a 
health administration researcher at Graduate School of 
Social Development in Chungang University, among 
1,570 households at Shmgil-dong, Youngdungpogu, 
showed that 33 2 per cent went to drugstores, 22.9 
per cent went to hospitals, 20 per cent sought 
answers for their ailment at a hospital with a herbal 
medicine division, and 18.6 per cfent and 5.2 per cent 
visited herbal doctors and herbal medicine shops. 

Prof. Ahn said the dependence on herbal medicine 
practice showed a great increase— 18.6 per cent— 
compared with seven per cent in the 70s. 

The survey also said that the resources of herbal 
medicine were great and in the case of people in their 
40s, 86.2 per cent of those polled in relatively affluent 
category acknowledged their use of herbal tonics to 
freshen up their bodies. 
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GOLD STAR TO BUILD TV PLANT IN US 

A Korea-invested TV set manufacturing plant of 
viable size will shortly become operational in the 
United States. 

Gold Star Co., a key subsidiary of the Lucky 
Business Group of Korea, has recently been given the 
green signal by the State of Alabama to go ahead with 
the construction of a TV manufacturing plant slated to 
begin full commercial operation by July next year. 

For this, a Korean business firm will be incorporated 
in compliance with the US Federal Law before the end 
of June this year. The US subsidiary of Gold Star Co., 
one of the nation’s leading electronics makers, will be 
known as Gold Star of America Inc. 

It is the first time that Korean electronics makers 
have established a corporation of this kind in the 
United States. The firm will have an initial capital of $5 
million. 

According to the business plan, the TV plant is 
scheduled to produce some $25 million worth of color 
TV sets during the first year of operation. The 
production volume will be increased up to 80 to 100 
million dollars on a yearly basis after five years of 
operation. 

Gold Star Co. established the Gold Star Electronics 
International Inc., in the United States some three 
years ago with a view to marketing its Gold Star Brand 
color TV sets in the United States. 

The color^TV sets to be produced at the proposed 
plant in Alabama will carry the Gold Star brand to 
demonstrate the superior quality of Korean made color 
TV sets. 

Considering the huge potential of the US color TV 
market, the Gold Star's subsidiary in the United States 
is expected to play an important role in ^boosting 
Korea's exports of color TV sets to the United States 
and Latin American countries. 

POWER GENERATION UP 

LSAN Thermal Power Station Nos. 4, 5 and 6 units, 
with installed capacity of 400,000 KW each, were 
dedicated recently in a ceremony held at the plant 
site in Ulsan, Kyongsang Namdo. 

The Ulsan power plant is the first local thermal 
power plant project undertaken by local contractors on 
a turn-key basis. The project was carried out by a 
consortium of industries affiliated to the Daewoo 
Business Group. 

The plant's local content ratio of 41 per cent is the 
highest for a Korean power plant. 


The heat efficiency of the thermal power station 
stood at 40.68 per cent at the test run which is thought 
to be the highest by international standards. The figure 
is also compared with 35.6 per cent of the existing 
local thermal power plants’ average heat efficiency. 

The plant cost the state-run utility company a total of 
$252 million in foreign capital and $142 million in 
domestic funds for construction. The construction 
period came to three years and 11 months, some six 
months shorter than originally scheduled. 

With the dedication of the new power plant, the 
total domestic power generation capacity has in¬ 
creased to 9,836,000 KW, the officials at the Ministry 
of Energy and Resources said. 

UPTURN IN OUTLOOK 

A continued mild upturn in economic activity in the 
nation is predicted for two or three months to 
come, inferred from the recent behaviour of its 
leading economic index, the Economic Planning Board 
(EPB) said 1 . 

The EPB’s composite leading index of nine compo¬ 
nent indicators, tabulated on a monthly basis, shows a 
0.3 per cent up from February month with such 
components as total exports and the arrivals of letters 
of credit leading the way. Between January and 
February, the index, presumed to foretell the business 
trend three or four months ahead, rose from 143.9 to 
144.4. 

From March, the nation's planning agency started to 
compile its set of composite indexes—leading, coinci¬ 
dent and lagging index along with a couple of auxiliary 
indexes—to refine its business forecasting methods. 

The report said that the coincident index, composed 
of five components, also advanced by a "very mild" 
0.2 per cent to maintain a slow upswing since last 
September. The index, presumably moving side by 
side with the current business trend, was 140.7 in 
February as against 140.4 in January. 

All the indexes involved in the statistics are those 
adjusted for seasonal and contingent factors. 

The leading index, the report noted, continued its 
slow uptrend after pulling out of its slump around June 
last year. In June, the composite index was 137.5 and 
went up to 143.9 in January and further to 144.4 in 
February. 

On the plus side were exports (4.3 per cent), the 
arrivals of letters of credit (1.6 per cent), and compo¬ 
site stock market index (1.8 per cent). 
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YOUTH GUIDANCE 


ANTI-FAVOURITISM 


O N the eve of the Month of Youth, May, the 
government prepared a set of comprehensive 
measures designed to strengthen and streamline 
guidance programmes and services for young people. 
It was adopted at the first meeting of the committee 
for youth problems presided over by Prime Minister 
Nam Duck-woo and attended by high-ranking officials 
and representatives of youth-related organizations 
including the Korean National Red Cross. 

These measures are featured by a legal reform to 
broaden the scope of eligibility for stay of prosecution 
of young criminals with the aim of promoting their 
rehabilitation. Another highlight calls for creation of 
"parks for the study of nature" which children and 
students will visit to cultivate their love of nature and 
learn about living things and other natural phenomena. 

Intended to stimulate the aesthetic sentiments, 
refine emotional faculty and develop a conservationist 
spirit, the nature study parks will be established in nine 
different localities at a cost of about $19 million. They 
will have museums, aquariums and camping sites. 
Such institutions are expected to meet part of the 
need for readily accessible and adequately equipped 
natural museums and sites for picnicking and school 
excursions. 

This poor state of off-campus cultural and natural 
education for growing youths may be remedied by the 
introduction of more nature study parks as planned by 
the committee. Such a welcome gift to the nation's 
younger generation had better be given as early as 
possible. 

The rising tide of juvenile delinquency demands 
stronger and effective action to contain it. Mere 
clampdowns and imposition of penalties will be hardly 
sufficient to attain the objective. The suspension of 
indictment may go together with increased grant of 
probation to help corrigible young offenders return to 
normal through well organized guidance and rehabilita¬ 
tion. 

Employment and housing are also essential aspects 
of the welfare of those youths who have to support 
themselves. These working youths either out of 
school or away from home deserve a greater share in 
the government's welfare administration. 

The projects and action programmes listed above 
are considered a good beginning, though rathefc 
belated. For more research, planning and investment 
will be required for our effort at improving guidance of 
the rising generation. 

—The Korea Herald 


T HE campaign against favoritism and influence 
peddling is being widely spread across the nation 
on the strength of the government's strong backing. 

Recently, government officials including members 
of the secretariat of Chong Wa Dee joined the drive by 
holding separate rallies during which they signed 
written pledges. 

Meantime, members of the National Assembly 
adopted a code of conduct when the house opened to 
stand in the vanguard of the ongoing drive. 

So far, the government has showed its firm resolu¬ 
tion to root out such malpractices in our society on t 
many occasions. 

Among other things, a new order should firmly take 
root in officialdom in order to construct a welfare 
society. 

With the antifavoritism campaign spreading to va¬ 
rious sectors of society, the democratic welfare 
society being sought by the government will be firmly 
constructed in a real sense. 

—Joong-Ang llbo. 

MULDOON'S VISIT 

T HE official visit to Korea of New Zealand Prime 
Minister Robert Muldoon marks a new milestone in 
the strengthening relationship between Seoul and 
Wellington. 

His trip this time has a special significance for us, as 
it provides a propitious occasion for further cementing 
the friendship between this Northeast Asian nation 
and the Oceanian country. 

The close bilateral relations between the two 
nations have been in existence for more than 30 years. 
The decisive momentum for the development of 
exceptionally cordial ties came when New Zealand 
dispatched a unit of combat troops here to fight in the 
defense of this country. 

New Zealanders shed their blood in the Korean War 
to help save our people from the Communist aggres¬ 
sors, and ever since, the political association of the 
two has remained firm. Owing to this historical 
background, Koreans are very familiar with New 
Zealand. 

We are especially appreciative of New Zealand's 
refusal to recognize north Korea diplomatically. We are 
convinced that the Phene Minister's visit here will 
contribute to further detaying>ariy intention on the part 
of the north to invest : S-W 

—Chosun nbo 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan's scheduled visits, next 
month, to the five ASEAN countries will be another good 
^occasion to strengthen the existing friendly relations 
between the Republic of Korea and these nations. The 
presidential visits represent the nation’s drive to broaden its 
diplomatic horizon and it will certainly make its bonds with 
the geographically close ASEAN countries closer than ever 
before. 

May is the month of the family in Korea—Children's Day 
is celebrated on May 5 and Parents' Day on May 8. This year 
also these two days were celebrated with traditional gaity 
and enthusiasm. 

The ancient Paekje capital, Puyo and its vicinity, presents 
an enchanting tourist spot. A photo feature and an article on 
this tourist attraction should interest the readers. 

Relationship between the old and the young in traditional 
Korean society is conditioned by age-old customs. This 
interesting love-respect relationship is the subject of this 
month's Life and Lore, our regular column. 

Korean News introduces a new column on Sports and 
Games to bring Korean sportsmen and athletes more famil¬ 
iar to its readers. 
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THE PRESIDENCY 



P RESIDENT and Mrs. Chun Doo 
Hwan will make state visits to 
Indonesia, Malaysia. Singapore. 
Thailand and the Philippines from 
June 25 to July 9 at the invitation of 
the heads of state of these five 
member countries of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

The President will be accompanied 
by the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Economic Planning Shin 
Byong-hyun, Minister of foreign 
Affairs Lho Shin-yong, Minister of 
National Defence Choo Young-bock 
and other high-ranking officials. 

During the visits to the five ASEAN 
countries, "the President will ex¬ 
change views with leaders of those 
countries on matters of mutual con¬ 
cern and current regional and interna¬ 
tional situations", and would discuss 
ways to promote bilateral, political, 
diplomatic and economic cooperation. 

The announcement simultaneously 
made in Seoul and the capitals of the 
host countries said that President 
Chun will visit Indonesia from June 25 
to 29; Malaysia, June 29 to July 1; 
Singapore, July 1 to 3; Thailand, July 3 
to 6 and the Philippines, July 6 to 9. 

Making the announcement, senior 
presidential secretary, Lee Woong- 
hee said that President Chun's sche¬ 
duled visits to these nations are ex¬ 
pected to serve as a historic occasion 
to strengthen cooperative relations 
between the Republic of Korea and 
the ASEAN member countries. 

Diplomatic observers in Seoul said, 
that the summit talks President Chun 
is to have with the heads of state of 
the countries he is visiting will usher 
in a fresh start in relations with them 
ensuring both Korea and ASEAN 
members of maximum possible in¬ 
terests in their common desire for 
peace and stability in the whole of 
Asian and Pacific region. 


President Chun 
Doo Hwan ex- 
amining export 
goods on display 
after a monthly 
trade promotion 
conference at 
the Korea Exhibi¬ 
tion Centre 



President Chun to visil 


The observers said that the forth¬ 
coming trip of President Chun—the 
first Korean President to visit all the 
ASEAN nations—will be of great im¬ 
portance in terms of political and 
economic ties with them. 

Most of all, the state visits of the 
President represent a diplomatic feat 
for the Republic of Korea in the 
ASEAN countries. The observers said 
this is especially so in view of the fact 
that the five countries have been the 
scene of diplomatic contest between 
the South and the ;North Korea. 

The ASEAN countries, like most 
others around the world, have main¬ 
tained the stand advocated by the 
Republic of Korea that the Korean 
question should be tackled' by /Ko¬ 
reans themselves through inter- 
Korean dialogue. ; 

The five 

reaffirm this : 


of President Chun, supporting the 
South Korean solution of the Korean 
problem through talks and phased 
contacts as characterised by Presi¬ 
dent Chun’s January 12 proposal for 
an exchange of visits between the 
highest authorities of the two sides of 
Korea. 

The observers said that the pres¬ 
idential visits, representing the na¬ 
tion's drive to broaden its diplomatic 
horizon at a time when the country 
has solidified its traditional, close ties 
with one of its key allies, the US, will 
certainly make**its bonds with the 
geographically close ASEAN countries 
closer than ever before. 

Policy Implementation 

President Chun Doo Hwan in¬ 
structed the Cabinet to implement 
impolicies toward achieving political and 
social stability as well as ensuring a 



sustained economic growth. 

The Chief Executive made this 
directive recently at a cabinet meeting 
he presided over at Chortg Wa Dae. 
He pointed out that the expectations 
the people place on the government 
are "great" as indicated by the sup¬ 
port they have shown in the recent 
presidential and parliamentary elec¬ 
tions. "Thus," the President told the 
cabinet members, "you have to bear 
in mind that your mission is great and 
carry out your jobs as thoroughly as 
possible." 

Economy 

Presiding over the monthly trade 
promotion, conference at the Korea 
Exhibition Centre, President Chun 
Doo Hwan said that a sound basis for 
enhancing industrial productivity 
should be laid "without any hurry, 
although it will be difficult to do so." 

"There is a limit to short-term poli¬ 
cy, and it is necessary, therefore, to 
exert efforts to increase competitive 
power in every sector of the eco¬ 
nomy", he said. 

In order to reinforce sales activities, 
the Chief Executive remarked, not 
only the Korea Trade Promotion Cor¬ 
poration but also Korean diplomatic 

ASEAN 

missions abroad should acquire timely 
market information and supply it to 
industrial companies, particularly to 
small and medium-size firms which do 
not have their own overseas net¬ 
works. "Exploring new foreign mar¬ 
kets is important. However, equally 
important is further enlarging the ex¬ 
isting markets abroad", he said, 
adding, "expanding markets in the 
United States and other areas is no 
less important than diversifying mar¬ 
kets in such regions as Latin America 
and Africa." 

President Chun said that it is very 
important to enhance the quality of 
Korean salesmen. He further in¬ 
structed the monthly Conference to 
conduct regular education and training 
So that industrial company employees 
can offer detailed explanations on 
heavy; and chemical products to 
potential buyers. 


THE NATION _ 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Emphasis on dialogue 


T HE Government envisages 
"broad dialogue" with the major¬ 
ity Democratic Justice Party 
(DJP) and other parties to help de¬ 
velop democratic politics and refresh 
the image of the National Assembly. 

This was revealed when the Gov¬ 
ernment and the DJP held their first 
policy coordination meeting at the 
Premier's residence after the inau¬ 
guration of the National Assembly on 
April 11, 1981 

Emerging from the two hour-long 
meeting, First Minister for Political 
Affairs Chung Chong-teck said the 
government will make an overall 
briefing on state affairs and answer 
lawmakers' questions "in a sincere 
manner" during the special Assembly 
session. 

The minister also stated that the 
majority party will provide questions 
to the Government in advance to 
enable it to answer them "faithfully". 

It was also agreed at the meeting 
that all bills and agenda items would 
be handled at the Assembly only after 
"full discussion and deliberation" by 
the Government and the DJP, Minis¬ 
ter Chung said. 


In this connection, the Government 
will submit its bills and motions to the 
Assembly all the year round whether 
the Assembly is in session or adjourn¬ 
ment, he said. 

The current Assembly will be re¬ 
vitalized with emphasis laid on com¬ 
mittee-level activities and the DJP will 
have its policy committee working 
throughout the year, he stated. 

The Government will initiate during 
the upcoming 16-day Assembly ses¬ 
sion nine bills including one designed 
to lay out a guideline on the conduct 
of public servants and military 
officers, the Minister disclosed. 

Mr. Chung continued that the 
majority party asked the Government 
to provide the DJP with proposed 
bills before they are submitted to a 
Cabinet meeting. 

The DJP also requested the Gov¬ 
ernment not to seek the forced pas¬ 
sage of ■its bills in an effort to preclude 
"irrationalities in the parliamentary 
politics," he said. 

The dinner meeting was presided 
over by Prime Minister Nam Duck- 
woo. Participants from the govern¬ 
ment were Deputy Prime Minister 



Shin Byong-hyun, Minister of Home 
Affairs Suh Chung-hwa, Minister of 
Justice Lee Chong-won, First Minister 
for Political Affairs Chung and Kum 
Jin-ho, premier's secretary-general. 

DJP attendants were chairman Lee 
Chai-hyung, chairman of the Central 
Committee Wang Sang-eun, secret¬ 
ary-general Kwun Jung-dal , chief 
policymaker Lee Chin-woo and floor 
leader Lee Jong-chan. 

Youth Welfare 

The Government has decided to 
introduce a number of youth guidance 
programmes, in its bid to provide 
students and other youths various 
opportunities for building up their 
career and facilities for recreation. 

These programmes include the 
creation of nature-study parks and 


are botanical gardens, insect-raising 
rooms, aquariums, research centres 
and camping installations. 

The "indictment suspension sys¬ 
tem" will be applicable only to those 
youths who have the potential for 
rehabilitation, ie. on a condition that 
the youth involved is rehabilitated 
during a certain period of time by 
memlers of the Youth Guidance 
Comrr ittee. 

The plan includes 90 youth projects 
at a cos of $191 million this year. One 
of the pi ojects would ensure extracur¬ 
ricular sarvices to be rendered by 
college , nd university students, in- 
cludinq o fering free medical services 
at remote villages and teaching at 
night schools for young workers. This 
will be done during summer and 
winter vacations with the participation 
of 29,000 students from 129 colleges 




May will be "Youth Month" in Koreei from this year. 
The government initiated a number of youth welfare 
programmes including creation of nature study parks 
and introduction of a system for conditional 
withholding of indictment against young criminals. 
The programme includes 90 youth projects at a cost of 
3 19 million, this year. 


introduction of a system which envis¬ 
ages conditional withholding of indict¬ 
ment against young criminal sus¬ 
pects. 

The decision to introduce such 
youth welfare programmes was taken 
at a meeting presided over by Prime 
Minister Nam Duck-woo and attended 
by various Cabinet Ministers, presi¬ 
dent of the Korean National Red Cross 
and representatives of youth organiza¬ 
tions. 

The nature-study parks, one of 
which is to be established in the 
central region by 1985, are designed 
to provide students and other youths 
with a greater opportunity to get 
acquainted with nature, foster the 
nature-loving spirit and purify their 
emotions. Major facilities at the parks 


and universities. 

In addition, 87,190 students, mostly 
student corps leaders, will undergo 
seminars and other training on the 
national security and other related 
subjects during summer and winter 
recesses. 

Other items approved by the meet¬ 
ing were; May will be designated as 
the "Youth Month" with various com¬ 
memorative programmes for Chil¬ 
dren's Day, 5th May. Campaigns will 
be conducted for extending assist¬ 
ance to unfortunate children. Halls for 
young workers as weH as rental apart¬ 
ments vyill be built at three cities— 
Seoul, Pusan and Iri-—at a total cost of 
more than $2 million by March 10, 
1982. 
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MAY: MONTH OF 


THE FAMILY 


M AY 5 is Children's Day in Korea. 
It is a national holiday. Nation¬ 
wide programmes and festivals 
are arranged on this day to entertain 
childern. Being a holiday adufts spend 
the day with children, making it a good 
occasion for the whole family to get 
together. 


This year also the day was cele¬ 
brated with gaity and enthusiasm. 
May this year has been particularly 
significant for the Korean children 
because the Government had 
announced a number of welfare prog¬ 
rammes for the children; a lot more 
being done for the handicapped chil¬ 


dren. Emphasis is given to a commun¬ 
ity effort in making the children suc¬ 
cessful in their life. 

President and Mrs. Chun Doo Hwan 
invited a group of 32* exemplary 
children and a 53-member children's 
choir to Chong Wa Dae on Children's 
Day exchanging talks and listening to 











children's songs sung by the choir. 

The exemplary children selected by 
the Seoul City government and the 
Korean Broadcasting System (KBS) 
visited the Presidential mansion 
escorted by Seoul Mayor Park Young- 
su and KBS president Lee Won-hong. 

As he greeted the children, the 
President told them that good children 
are the basis of a home and a hope for 
the country. 

"Doing something for the school, 
home or the country need not neces¬ 
sarily be grand in scale, nor should it 
be conducted in a boisterous way. It 
demands that you do your best in your 
assignments and that you do not 
repent of what you have done in the 
past, but rather see whether there is 
anyone around you who needs your 
nelp". The President said. 

He said the future of the country is 
bright because "you look so pleasant, 
bright and healthy." 

One of the children replied to the 
presidential couple that they would try 
to become good citizens, with healthy 
mind and body, loving the country and 
observing filial piety toward their pa¬ 
rents. 

The presidential couple gave the 
young visitors satchels and notebooks 
as gifts. 

Parents' Day 

The Parents' Day, which falls on 
May 8 was also celebrated with com¬ 
memorative events across the 
country. 

As in the past younger people de¬ 
lighted their fathers and mothers with 
a bounty of gifts, expressing their 
gratitude for their parents' love. 

In Seoul, a ceremony to mark the 
day was held at the Sejong Cultural 
Center. 

Primary, middle and high school 
students throughout the country in¬ 
vited their parents to their schools to 
pin carnations on the chests of their 
fathers and mothers as a token of 
their thankfulness for parental love. 

In Seoul an athletic meeting was 
held for the parents of students at the 
Eunpyong Primary School. The Seoul 
City Government held a banquet for 
330 people aged over 70 at the 
Municipal Women's Welfare Center 
and presented gifts to them. 




CHILDREN'S DAY IN RETROSPECT 


M AY 5 this year is the 59th 
Children's Day. It was in 
1923, when Children's Day 
was celebrated in Korea for the first 
time. 

Affer the end of Korea's Inde¬ 
pendence Movement on March 1. 
1919 against Japanese occupation 
(1910-45), Pang and Kim, who 
were wjall aware of the fact that the 
future end independence of the 
country depended on the young 
generation, led a cgmpaign for chil¬ 
dren. The campaign's motto was: 
"(Let’s have a brave and dean spirit 
endfoye and help one another." 

To be exact, it was on May 1, 
1923* when Children's Day was 
. hrstd^ebrated. '■ 

&H$»r in die sanie year^te., in 
a diMren'a'm^Badne entP 


tled "Orini" or The Children, was 
published by the Boys and Girls 
Society of the Cheondo Church. It 
was the first time that the term 
"Orini" was popularized. 

A worse event took place in 
1937. The Japanese government 
prevented the country's children's 
movement leaders from carrying 
out a number of programmes for 
the Children's Day. During the 
period between 1939 and 1945, 
there was no celebration for 
Korea's young people. 

The rebirth of Children's Day in 
Korea was on the first Sunday of 
May 1946. The day was May 5. 

During the years that followed, 
May 5, was celebrated as Chil¬ 
dren's Day. 







The Unjin Miruk, Korea's largest stone 
statue of Maitreya, height 24 5 metres, 
circumference 11 metres, above, and 
below, the Hock of Falling Flowers from 
which princesses and court ladies of the 
Paekje kingdom jumped into the river 
below to escape from the pursuing 
enemy 


TOURISM _ 

CHUNGCHONG NAMDO 

The ancient Paekje 
Capital Puyo beckons 

P UYO, situated on the banks of the Puso-san: This is a moon-viewing 
river Kumgang or White Horse mountain, rising over Pflyo. The East 
River, was the capita! of the is called Yongwol-dae or Welcome 
ancient Paekje kingdom. Numerous Moon Hill and the west Songwol-dae 
historical remains are still preserved or Farewell Moon Hill. This mountain 
here. Thirteen hundred years after the commands a panoramic view of the 
fall of the Paekje, the magnificent White Horse River, 
remains of those glorious days still 

attract tourists from different parts of Banwol-song: Half Moon Castle or 
the country and the world. Not only Banwol-song, now only a mound of. 
tourists but scholarly survey teams ruins, was the king's castle. It is 
also come to this ancient city. known as Half Moon Castle because, 

embracing the lovely Puso mountain it 
Puyo museum: Precious relics and meets the White Horse River in a half 
cultural properties dating as far back moon shape. On top of the castle is 
as the prehistoric age, pieces of stone the ruin of a military granary, and even 
monuments, bronze towers and today one may find grains of rice and 
bricks of the Paekje period, bricks and barley which were stored there when 
earthenware of the Unified Silla the building was burned during the old 
period, porcelain, bronze bells and wars. Halfway to the* castle is a 
mirrors of Koryo, and various vessels monument to Liu Jen-yuan, the corn- 
dating from the Yi Dynasty, are also mander-in-chief of the invading army 
exhibited in this museum. of the T'ang Empire. 







Roof tile with landscape in relief shows an 
aspect of rare Paekje culture {early 7th century, 
National Museum). 



Two bronze daggers 
of the bronze age 
(700-300 BC), Puyo 
National Museum 


A bronze Jar of the 
Paekje period (Puyo 
National Museum) 


Nakhwa-am: The Rock of Falling 
Flowers is a precipice, rising about 
150 meters in height on the bank of 
the White-Horse River on the northern 
side of Puso-san. The name was given 
in commemoration of the princesses 
and other court beauties of Paekje 
who gathered on that precipice and 
jumped into the river below when 
pursued by the victorious enemy (Silla 
and T'ang). More recently a pavilion 
called 'Paekhwa-jong' was erected on 



a hill by this rock in honor of these 
fragrant spirits. Paekhwa-jong means 
the pavilion of Paekje Flowers, and 
even today the azaleas that bloom on 
this rock and fall on the water remind 
the visitors of the old heart-rending 
scene. 

Koran-sa: Koran-sa is an old temple 
below the Rock of Falling Flowers 
facing the river in front with the rock 
behind. Tradition has it that the cool 
water trickling out of the rock was as 
sweet as honey. Every morning and 
evening a pretty court lady carried this 
water in a jade pitcher with a dew- 
pearled leaf of rockorchid (Koran), that 
grew by the fountain, floating on it. 
The king sipped the orchid water with 
great delight. Hence they called the 
water 'Koran-su' the fountain 'Koran- 
chon' and the temple ‘Koran-sa’. The 
fountain is still there, but the water 
has lost its taste of honey. 

P'yongje-t'ap: This is a stone pagoda 
10 metres high and 3 metres square, 
near which stands a triumphal stone 
monument bearing the inscriptions of 
the history of the conquest and victory 
in commemoration of the war. Of all 
the relics of the Paekje Dynasty the 
Pagoda and the Monument are the 
two most valuable historical trea¬ 


sures. 









Paekhwa long Bower recently constructed on the Rock of the Falling Flowers in honour ot the 
Paekje court ladies who jumped into the river to escape from the invading army 


Taejae-gak: This is an old pavilion, 
reflecting on the waves, from the 
souther slope of pu-san (Floating 
Mountain) on the opposite bank in¬ 
scribed with eight Chinese characters, 
meaning- "Great Pain at Heart; Sun 
Sets, Road Far" Which is a heart¬ 
rending poem by King Hyojong of the 
Yi Dynasty 

Six tombs: Six Tombs of the Paekje 
kings and queens are on a hill four 
kilometers east of the Puyo town, 
near the Nonsan Road. By the pre¬ 
cious articles excavated here, these 
have been proved the royal 
mausoleum The frescoes on the 
sides of the coffins are worthy of 
inspection. 

Tomb of king Muryong: This tomb 
is among a cluster of ancient tombs 
located in Songsan-m, 1 2 km north¬ 
west of Gongju. The discovery of the 
tomb was made rather accidently 
during drainage work for the ancient 
tombs in July 1971. Gold crowns and 
an enormous number of glittering 
ornaments were discovered in the 
tomb, all retaining their original 
shapes, indicating the brilliant cultural 
standard of the time. 

Unjln Mirukbul: Korea's largest 
stone statue of Maitreya stands in the 
Kwanchok-sa Temple precincts on Mt 
Panya 3 km from Npnsan. The Trea¬ 


sure, 24 5 meters in height and 11 
meters in circumference, was carved 
during the reign of Koryo King Kwang- 
jong in the mid-1 Oth century 

Mt. Kyeryong: A cluster of more than 
ten peaks, this mountain stretches 
over three counties, Gongju, Daedok, 
and Nonsan. The main peak soars 816 
meters above sea level. The mountain 
resembles a cockscomb. Designated 
as a national park, the mountain is a 
haven for folk religions, with more 
than 20 hermitages and temples 

Hyohchung-sa Shrine: A sanctuary 
located 6 km northwest of Onyang. 
the shrine is dedicated to Admiral Yi 
Sun-Sin, the greatest Korean naval 
hero, whose turtle-shaped boats 
annihilated the Japanese armada dur¬ 
ing the Hideyoshi invasion in the 16th 
century The Lord Nelson of Korea, 
Admiral Yi invented the world's first 
iron-clad warship and saved the nation 
from foreign incursion by sacrificing 
his life. 

Onyang Hot Spring: A resort de¬ 
veloped since 500 years ago, Onyang 
is filled with tourist hotels and Korean- 
style inns. This hot spring is a 
favourite resort especially for hon¬ 
eymooning couples. An express bus 
leaves Seoul for Onyang every 30 
minutes. 


indo-kOrean relations 

Presidential 

Celebrated 

U SHER|NG in the Fifth Republic 
and the inauguration of the 12th 
term president have been occa¬ 
sions befitting grand-scdle celebra¬ 
tions for the people of Korea. The new 
President was sworn in on March 3, 
1981. People throughout Korea cele¬ 
brated the occasion by organizing 
public meetings and cultural prog¬ 
rammes. 

The Embassy of the Republic of 
Korea in India also organized a func- v 
tion on April 23, 1981 to celebrate the 
ushering in the Fifth Republic and the 
swearing-in of President Chun Doo 
Hwan. More than 300 distinguished 
guests from various social circles in 
Delhi, including Members of Parlia¬ 
ment, educationists, government of¬ 
ficials, businessmen and journalists 
attended the party and viewed the 
film show arranged at thfe Embassy 
premises. 

The films on the inauguration of the 
President and "5000-years of Korean 
Art" now touring in the USA were 


Ambassador Chung-Tai Kim with guests attending 
New Delhi to celebrate the ushering in the Fifth 
President 






In New Delhi 


»wefl appreciated by the invitees. 



j| Cuttunl 

i , The tagore Society of Korea (TSK) 
was inaugurated in Seoul recently. 
Mrs. Kim Yang-shik has been elected 
as its president. The inaugural party, 
marking the 120th birth-anniversary of 
Rabindranath tagore was attended by 
a total of 1000 Korean poets, novel¬ 
ists, and professors. The guests in¬ 
cluded poet Suh Jhung-joe and TSK 
vice-president Min Hee-shik and Choi 
Won-kyu. The TSK consists of some 
20 Koreans interested in Tagore's 
work and Indian literature. The Socie¬ 
ty's aim is to encourage and broaden 
cultural exchanges between the two 
countries. TSK president Mrs. Kim 
said that Rabindranath Tagore was not 
only a poet and philosopher but also a 
social reformer and a political leader. 
She added that he has left a profound 
influence upon India's contemporary 
history, in the sphere of politics, reli¬ 
gion, education and economics. 

the party organised at the Korean Embassy in 

■Republic and the inauguration of the new 

t 



I am especially glad I've come to 
Korea at this time because I will be 
spending Children's Day hero with 
Korean children, God has given us our 
children as His blessing and He parti¬ 
cularly loves children," said Mother 
Teresa at a Press conference at 
Sogang University in Seoul. 

She said she was very pleased with 
the Korean people because they all 
received her with warm love. Speak¬ 
ing about handicapped people, she 
said they were all hungry and thirsty 
souls. 

Mother Teresa, the 71-year-old win¬ 
ner of the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize, 
arrived in Korea recently on a four-day 
visit at the invitation of Bishop Lee 
Moon-hee of the Taegu Diocese of 
the Korean Catholic Church. 

Asked whether the Nobel Prize had 
assisted her in any way in her work of 
charity, she answered: "Yes". "In 
fact," she said, "the prize has helped 
me greatly in the performance of my 
work". 

"To begin with", she explained, "it 
helped me greatly in propagating the 
true plight of the poor people in the 
world." "This interview, right here", 
she said, "is also a contribution to the 
dissemination of information concern¬ 
ing the unfortunate beings." 

Mission of Charity 

She said it was not she who re¬ 
ceived the Nobel Prize but all the poor 
people of the world. Concerning the 



"Mission of Charity" in Calcutta, 
Mother Teresa said that it was formed 
in 1950. Now. she said, she has 
charity missionaries in a total of 68 
different countries of the world and 
some 1,600 sisters and 180 brothers 
are helping her. She has volunteer 
workers totalling over 100,000 per¬ 
sons, she continued. 

"All these people" she said, "are 
working and caring for the unfortun¬ 
ate in 70 different schools for poor 
children. 260 hospitals and clinics, 58 
leprosy hospitals, and 32 houses for 
dying people". 

Mother Teresa added that 40,000 
persons have been accommodated at 
the "House of the Sacred Mother" 
and that, of these, some 19,000 had 
already left for the heavenly abode. 

Asked about the possibility of her 
sending sisters to her Mission of 
Charity in Korea where at present 
there are only brothers, she said she 
could send her sisters to Korea pro¬ 
vided the cardinal of the Korean 
Catholic Church so desired. 

Towards the end of the meeting. 
Mother Teresa said people could ac¬ 
quire purity of heart and see God. 
'We get God's blessings through our 
prayers," she said, "and such bles¬ 
sings give us joy, and when we have 
joy we are inclined to give our love." 
Then she asked the Korean people to 
share joy and love through prayers to 
God." 



Mother Teresa in Seoul Cardinal Stephen Kim is on her left. 

Mother Teresa In Korea 


ADMIRAL Yl SUN-SHIN 


The great 

Admiral Yi Sun-shin is 
the greatest Korean 
patriot, whose turtle 
shaped iron-clad ships 
annihilated the Japanese 
armada during the 
Hideyoshi invasion in the 
16th century. Admiral 
Yi's 436th birth anni¬ 
versary was celebrated 
on April 28. 


I N celebration of the 436th birth 
anniversary of the great Korean war 
hero of the Yi Dynasty, Admiral Yi 
Sun-shin (1545-1599), a variety of 
programmes was organised on April 
28, at Onyang-up, Asan-gun, Chung- 
chong Namdo, the birth place of 
Admiral Yi. 

President Chun Doo Hwan 
attended the memorial rite for Adm. Yi 
Sun-shin (1545-1599), hdld at the 
Hyonchung-sa temple in Chungchong 
Namdo. 

Together with First Lady Lee Soon- 
ja, President Chun arrived at the 
shrine aboard a helicopter and walked 
to the altar of the Yi Dynasty admiral, 
guided by Minister of Culture and 


war hero 

Information Lee Kwang-pyo. 

He then burned incense before the 
altar and placed a wreath as a token of 
homage to the hero who saved the 
country during the Hideyoshi invasion 
of Korea (1592-98). 

After the memorial service marking 
the 436th birthday of Adm. Yi, Presi¬ 
dent Chun opened an archery contest 
at the range of the shrine. The contest 
was followed by a tea party attended 
by all those assembled for the memo¬ 
rial ceremony. Exchanging views with 
them, the President highly praised the 
Admiral’s spirit of sacrifice and duty to 
save the nation. "Fulfilling one's duty 
is the driving force for national de¬ 
velopment," he said. Chun then noted 
that Adm. Yi fulfilled his duty, through 
training of soldiers and construction of 
turtle ships, without involving himself 
in the factional struggles of the central 
Government 

The programme also included an 
entertainment show, presented by 
popular Korean singers and songstres¬ 
ses and other entertainers, for the 
villagers. 

There was a festival-eve event con¬ 
sisting of fireworks and a lantern 
procession participated by some 
1,000 students from the local schools. 



Hyonchungsa Shrine dedicated to the me 
above; and below President Chun Doo I 
memorial rite at the Hyonchung-sa tempi 





of Admiral Yi, the great Korean war hero, 
and First Lady Lee Soon-ja attend the 


On April 28 every year a ceremony 
is held to celebrate the birthday of the 
Admiral. 

The admiral was a patriot who 
served his country and did his filial 
duty and was well versed in literature 
and military science. He devoted him¬ 
self throughout his life to the cause of 
national defense. He didn't pursue 
personal gain or comfort. He acted 
impartially. He was a loyal subject and 
an honest functionary to the king, a 
thoughtful son to his parents, and 
trusted friend. 

Admiral Yi was born on April 
28,1545 in Seoul. His father, Yi 
Cheong, was an excellent scholar. But 
the elder Yi didn't become a govern¬ 
ment official, and his family was not 
very well-off. The Yi family moved to 
Asan in Chungehong Namdo province 
when the admiral was seven years 
old. His mother came from Asan. The 
admiral lived in Asan until 1576 when 
he passed the national military 
officers' examination at the age of 32. 

Following commissioning, the 
admiral served in Hamgyong-do pro¬ 
vince on the national border guard 
force. He was appointed naval com¬ 
mander of Cholla-do waters in 1591, a 
year before the Hideyoshi invasion. 
During this momentous year, Admiral 
Yi trained his sailors, had weapons 
and ammunition stockpiled, and had 
turtle-ships built. 

When war came in 1592 the unpre¬ 
pared land force was defeated in 
battle after battle, and in just three 
months the Japanese invasion forces 
occupied most of the country includ¬ 
ing Seoul. 


Turtle ships— 
the brain-child of 
Admiral Yi 


Admiral Yi Sun-shin, is the greatest 
Korean patriot, whose turtle-shaped 
iron-clad boats annihilated the 
Japanese armada during the 
Hideyoshi invasion in the 16th cen¬ 
tury. Known as Nelson of Korea, 
Admiral Yi saved the nation from 
foreign incursion, sacrificing his life. 

KORFANNFWS MAY 'R1 - -- 


At sea, however, the Korean fleets 
destroyed Japanese ships in a great 
number in the battles of Okpo, Dang- 
po, Danghanpo, Hansan-do, and 
Pusan, frustrating Japan's ambition to 
conquer mainland China. Admiral Yi 
cut off supplies to the Japanese 
troops in northwestern Korea, render¬ 
ing them helpless and stranded. 

Admiral Yi became a victim of fac¬ 
tional strife in 1597 when there was a 
lull in the war, and was ordered to 
serve as a private. 

When the war resumed, Admiral Yi 
was made the commander of the 
whole Korean navy. Admiral Yi inter¬ 
cepted a Japanese fleet of 500 ships 


which was about to head northward at 
the southwestern edge of the Korean 
peninsula. The surprise attack in front 
of Noryang took place in November 
1598. The Admiral was killed during 
this decisive engagement which 
drove the Japanese ships once and 
for all from Korean waters. He was 54. 

Hyeonchung-sa Shrine reflecting 
the Korean people's love for the war 
hero, was originally built in 1706 in 
Asan where the admiral spent his 
boyhood and young adulthood. The 
shrine was part of a national pilgrim¬ 
age course. 

After 1910 when Korea was placed 
under Japanese rule the shrine was 
left unattended and the number of 
pilgrims decreased. The birthday 
celebration ceremony was revived af¬ 
ter 1945 when Korea was liberated. 

The shrine was made a national 
sanctuary and was designated as a 
historical site. 


Admiral Yi preparing his army against 
foreign invasion, with the famous turtle 
ships under construction, a painting. 







LIFE AND LORE 



AGE COMMANDS 

Old-young relationship in 
traditional Korean society 


The old-young relation¬ 
ship is one of the five 
hupian relationships 
that Confucianism bases 
its concept of an orderly 
social life. It emphasises 
order in accord with age. 
If the concept of order 
and decorum is disturbed 
conflict of opinion could 
occur. Generally the 
order by age is well 
observed. 


I N Korean society, older people com¬ 
mand respect from younger people 
who are expected to treat them as 
they do their parents. Men of old age 
not only are in possession of many 
experiences and knowledge of life but 
also have many achievements which 
deserve respect and due treatment. It 
is a common practice that one treats 
and respects the parents of his friends 
as his own. And he respects them 
from his heart, uses honorifics, and 
should be careful not to commit disre¬ 
spectful acts or show an ungracious 
attitude toward them. Toward older 
people one should show a reverent 
attitude. 

When one is at his friend's house 
and meets older people there he is 
expected to bow to them. The con¬ 
cept of the old-young relationship is 
more strictly applied among people 
who are closer to one another in 
familiarity. 


At social gatherings or drinking par¬ 
ties, social order becomes an immedi¬ 
ate question who should sit where, 
who should pour wine for whom first, 
who should salute whom first, etc 
One should not disturb proper order 
by committing impropriety in such 
cases, for he would be regarded as an 
uncouth rustic who does not know 
social decorum. 

At meetings it is customary that the 
eldest person should be seated in the 
most auspicious place The seating 
order should be in accord with age 
and official rank. In the case of drink¬ 
ing, the same order is observed 
When this order is not observed, the 
atmosphere of the gathering can be 
destroyed and become unpleasant. 

Stories about this custom of main¬ 
taining order at social gatherings 
abound A folk tale tells how animals 
meeting at a social gathering pre¬ 
tended to be older than each other. 
The story goes: 

Once upon a time, the animals held 
a party on a mountain. Many animals 
gathered Immediately the problem 
came up as to who would sit in the 
most auspicious place. So each 
agreed to tell his age, so that the 
eldest would be seated in the proper 
place. First, the noru deer hinted at his 
age, saying, "When this universe was 
created, the sun, the moon, and the 
stars were made and set into the 
skies. The work was done by me." 
The noru deer intimated that he had 
made the universe, so he had been 
around quite a long time. When the 
noru deer finished, the sasum deer 
said, "When this universe was cre¬ 
ated, the noru deer said he made the 
sun, the moon and the stars and put 



three generations meet- on the New Year Day, 

them into the skies. Well, the noru 
deer' was short and could not reach 
the sky, so he used a ladder The tree 
with which that ladder was made had 
been planted by me " This was a point 
which everyone accepted. The sasum 
deer won by a decision, so to speak. 
After the sasum deer, no one dared to 
speak up. Then they hear the turtle 
quietly sobbing. The animals asked 
why he was crying The turtle 
answered, "Your stories remind me 
of my ninth son, my youngest son. 

This son of mine used to tell me, 
when this world was created, the sun 
to moon, and the stars were made 
and fixed into the skies. The work was 
done with a ladder. The fellow who 
planted the tree with which that lad¬ 
der was made was a friend of his, my 
son told me. When I heard your story, 

I felt as glad as if I had met my own 
son." 

No one could top the story told by 
the turtle, so they agreed to seat the 
turtle in the most auspicious place. 

This folk story carries with, it the 
collective feeling of the people, and it 
comes into being spontaneously; 
hence, it represents an intensified 
national conscience, social order 
established in accordance with age 
among the Koreans is a salient social 
convention which has been jealously 










SPORTS AND GAMES 





)y the lunar calandcr , youngsters yreet their elders 

handed down The above story in 
which animals contrive to be older 
expresses that being old is a much 
desired state that entails respect from 
society, an aspect of Korean thinking 
that has ramified into the conscience 
of the entire people and society. 
Indeed, the Koreans are a people who 
attach importance to the social order 
established on the basis of age. 

The importance of th's order is also 
seen upon New Year's Day On New 
Year's Day, after the usual sacrificial 
rites for the ancestors, the family 
members kowtow to the grandpa¬ 
rents, the parents, older brothers, 
relatives, and so on in accordance 
with age. And the elders of the village 
receive respect from the younger 
generations of the village, even 
though they are not related in kinship. 

Among close friends, those born 
earlier are treated as elder brothers. In 
the case of social intercourse among 
acquaintances, one is expected to use 
honorifics to those who are ten years 
older than oneself as a sign of re¬ 
spect, but within the difference of ten 
years they address one another as 
equals. When the concept of order 
and decorum is disturbed, the conflict 
of opinion or even scuffles could 
occur. But generally the order by age 
is well observed. 


Silver and bronze 
medals for 
Korea at Novi Sad 


T HE Republic of Korea's women 
table tennis players won a silver 
medal and two bronze medals in 
the women's singles and doubles 
matches in the 36th World Table 
Tennis Championships held in Novi 
Sad, Yugoslavia The Korean women's 
team had won the silver medal when 
it had suffered a 3-0 loss to defending 
champion mainland China in the final 
Lee Su-ja won a bronze medal as she 
suffered a 3-2 defeat to China's first- 
ranked Cao Yan-hua in a women's 
singles semi-final match. Korea's pair 
Hwang Nam-suk and Ahn Hae-suk 
also captured a bronze medal as they 
lost to a Chinese duo—Zhang De-ying 
and Cao Yan hua — 3-1 in the 
women's doubles semi-final match. 
The Korean duo had earlier beat their 
north Korean counterparts Lee Sunk- 
suk and Kim Khyong-sun in the quar¬ 
ter-finals, and advanced to the semi¬ 
finals It was the fifth confrontation 
between the two Koreas in the cham¬ 
pionships and the Republic of Korea's 
fifth victory 


All-England Women's 
Badminton title for 
Korean 


H WANG Sun-ai of Republic of 
Korea underlined her spectacular 
arrival on the international bad¬ 
minton scene when she won the 
women's singles title at the All- 
England Championships last month. 
Hwang produced a major upset when 
she beat the favorite and former world 
champion, Lene Koppen of Denmark, 
11-1 11 -2 to take the crown at her first 
attempt. The 19-year-old student from 
Seoul described the triumph as her 


best performance, and it was her 
fourth title in three months She won 
the Taiwan and Japan Opens in Janu¬ 
ary and the Swedish Championship 
earlier last month. Hwang said those 
successes gave her confidence but 
she never expected to become All- 
England champion. 


Seoul team wins 
Bangladesh President's 
Gold Cup 


T HE City Hall Club of Seoul won 
the first Bangladesh President's 
Gold Cup Football Tournament 
held in Dacca, last month. They defe¬ 
ated Bangladesh Red team 3-0. The 
Korean team had exhibited its mas¬ 
tery all through the game. The Bang¬ 
ladesh team cheered by a crowd of 
80,000 at the Dacca Stadium made 
several desperate attempts in the 
second half to get back in to the 
championship match but the Koreans' 
tough defence held them at bay. 


Hwang Sun-ai holds up the AIL England 
Badminton trophy she won after defeat’ 
mg Lene Koppen of Denmark 
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YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAMME 

T HE Korean National Commission of UNESCO is 
preparing a plan to send young Koreans, including 
college students, abroad and, in turn, to invite 
young foreigners to visit Seoul, beginning this year. 

The UNESCO work-plan for this year also has a 
programme to improve the activities of Korean college 
student circles, including, the Korean UNESCO Stu¬ 
dents' Association. 

At a recent discussion meeting attended by a 
number of professors, who assume the leadership of 
college student groups, UNESCO Korea Commission 
secretary general Park Bong-shik said that the plan 
calls for tours of a total of five different foreign nations 
of the world, including Japan, Thailand and France. The 
tours will be made by an estimated 100 students from 
across the country. Park said. 

The Primary aim of the plan is to give young Koreans 
an opportunity to learn about the different nations of 
the world and to help acquaint foreign students with 
Korean culture and other facts. 

STUDENT FOLK FESTIVAL 

T HE "Grand National Folk Festival for students 
1981'' will he held from May 28 through June 1 at 
tne Yoido Plaza in Seoul and will have both 
collegians and high school students from across the 



country participating. 

The grand festival is jointly sponsored by the Korean 
Newspapers Association and all the daily newspapers, 
managed by the Korean Broadcasting System, and is 
assisted by the Korean National Culture Research 
Institute of Korea University in Seoul. 

Designed to properly preserve and further develop 
traditional Korean culture and other folk items, the 
primary aim of the large-scale festival is to give the 
students of Korea an opportunity to see the precious 
cultural heritages. 

MUSIC FESTIVAL 

T HE sixth National Music Festival of Korea, spon¬ 
sored by the Korean Culture and Arts Foundation, 
will be held in Seoul from May 25 to June 5 
A number of foreign musicians— as well as Korean 
musicians including those active overseas—will par¬ 
ticipate in the 12-day event. 

Orchestras that have confirmed their participation in 
the festival include: the Philadelphia Symphony 
Orchestra, the British Broadcasting Corporation's 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the National Symphony 
Orchestra of Korea, the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra, 
the Seoul Baroque Ensemble and the Seoul Chamber 
Orchestra. 

PRECIOUS SCRIPTURE 

A brush-written early Koryo Dynasty (918-1392) 
copy of a Buddhist sutra was discovered recent¬ 
ly at the Tongdo Buddhist Temple in Yangsan, 
Kyongsand Namdo. It was written on light blue sheets 
of Hanji paper in a gold-color ink. 

According to the head priest of the temple, the 
precious copy which is considered to rank with Korean 
historic and cultural properties designated by the 
government as National Treasures, had been kept in 
the temple for a total of 800 years. No one knew the 
true value of the precious Buddhist scripture. 

The Buddhist sutra was in a scroll which was 28 cm 
wide and 830 cm long. The scroll had an illustration, 21 
cm wide and 60 cm long in the beginning portion of the 
copy. 

The characters in the Koryo copy were written in 
Silla Period style. Cultural properties expert Hwang 
Suyong determined that the hand-written copy of the 
Buddhist sutra was approximately 1,200 years old. 

Another Korean scholar. Prof. Chon Hye-bong of 
Songkyunkwan University in Seoul said he assumed 
that it was written sometime in the middle of the 10th 
century. He based his assumption on the writing style 
of the copy and the painting technique of the illustra¬ 
tion in the scroll. 


















ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


AGREEMENT WITH KUWAIT 

K OREA and Kuwait agreed to strengthen their 
technical cooperation in the fields of building 
material, engineering processed and electronic 
data processing. They also agreed to exchange visits 
of "relevant experts" within six months. The agree¬ 
ment was reached between representatives of the 
Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology 
(KAIST) and the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Re¬ 
search (KISR). 

A delegation of the KAIST headed by Kwon 
Tai-wan, and a KISR survey mission, headed by 
Mohammad Al-Fatah, deputy director general of KISR, 
had extensive discussions to identify the areas of 
mutual interest for joint research and development 
projects at a meeting held in Seoul. 

The joint research project for immediate cooperation 
included building materials, engineering process, po¬ 
lymer fields, industrial data base management sys¬ 
tems, and electronic data processing, including plans 
for training computer programmers. 

POSCO-MILLEP PROJECT 

K OREA'S Pohang Iron and Steel Company (POS¬ 
CO) plans to establish a joint venture this June to 
Australia with Australia's Miller Co to produce an 
annual one million tons of coking coal there for import 

POSCO, one of the largest steel mills in the world. 


into Korea, POSCO officials revealed. They said that 
POSCO would invest $38 million in the project, some 
200 per cent of the total funds needed to establish the 
joint corporation, POSA (Pohang Steel Australia). 

POSCO plans to meet 30 per cent of its annual 
demand for coking coal and 15 percent of iron ore 
through joint venture developments according to the 
officials. PSOCO has the capacity to produce some 8.5 
million tons of crude steel annually. 

MIOEAST CONTRACTS 

A Korean Trader's Association (KTA) mission that 
visited the Middle East last month won contracts 
to export some $13 million worth of Korean- 
made construction materials to Mideast countries. 

According to a KTA report, the mission also initiated 
negotiations on sales of an additional $93 million worth 
of commodities The report called upon Korean buil¬ 
ders operating the region to emphasize joint venture 
projects as many Mideast countries had stepped up 
efforts to consume their own construction materials 
and equipment. To that end, high-powered joint 
investment promotion missions should be sent to the 
region, and efforts should be redoubled to form 
business ties with competent local agents, the report 
stated. 
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UPTURN OF ECONOMY TEACHERS' DAY 


T HE 1.2 per cent GNP growth in the first quartei*of 
this year is certainly to be cheered for, although 
the figure is far from impressive, it is meaningful in 
that it points to the beginning of an upturn, pulling the 
economy out of the bottom of the stagnation which 
reduced last year's performance to an unprecedented 
rate of negative growth. 

The indicators announced by the Bank of Korea 
shovy, to all appearances, that the tide of the nation's 
economy is turning toward recovery of growth 
momentum. Contributing to this change, is among 
other things, the restored social stability which, in turn, 
lends increasing vigor to business activities and 
industrial production Both policy-makers and enter¬ 
prisers should strive harder to increase the present 
impetus of the economic upswing by providing it with 
adequate stimuli 

It should be noted in this regard that the substance 
of the January-March performance is not altogether 
encouraging. There are. of course, such bright spots as 
agriculture and fisheries, and exports which made 
considerable advances The primary sector registered 
a 7.9 per cent growth and exports increased more than 
17 per cent over a year earlier What merits particular 
attention is the pattern of growth which differs from 
that which dominated the economy over the past two 
decades 

Although manufactures rose 3.1 per cent from the 
previous years' growth rate of-1 per cent some 
elements of uncertainty still linger with regard to the 
economy. A principal one is the drop of total invest¬ 
ment to-28.3 per cent from-12 per cent in the first 
three months of the last year. The 2.4 per cent rise in 
total consumption is due largely to increased govern¬ 
ment or public outlays, while the private sector 
showed a decline. 

The characteristics of the performance, therefore, 
are comparable to those which marked the nation's 
economy during the pre-industrialization-period. The 
slump of the secondary and tertiary sectors during the 
first quarter of this year should be ended as soon as. 
possible to revitalize the momentum of growth. 

It is both essential and urgent, therefore, that 
measures be sought to encourage more investment 
for production. As the government is determined to 
see private initiative increase in the future growth of 
the economy, it will do well to utilize the current 
occasion to review the total business environment so 
as to remove or reduce hurdles, psychological as well 
as administrative, in the way of stimulating invest¬ 
ment. 

—The Korea Herald 


T HE movement now led by the Korean Red Cross 
Society to revive Teachers' Day is seen by 
Korean people as very desirable. Considering the 
reality that the morale of Korean teachers is deteriorat¬ 
ing every day, the movement will help to restore their 
dignity. * 

What is required of teachers is a high degree of 
knowledge and the ability tc teach it. This means they 
need professional education. However, excellent 
methods of teaching do not always lead to a student's 
having received a good education. 

Modern education demands that an open and 
humane relationship exist between teachers and 
students A sound relationship between them i$, 
necessary for the development of education 
In order to boost the morale of teachers, we should 
strive for a social atmosphere in which all teachers can 
teach with pride and self-confidence 
The first-hand responsibility for this "should be 
ascribed to the parents who curried favour with 
teachers However, teachers whd showed favouritism 
toward certain students are also to blame. 

Rejoicing over the movement, we hope that it will 
contribute to the development of Korean education 
and to the establishment of desirable teachers and 
student relationships 

—Joong-Ang llbo 


WORKERS' WELFARE 


P RESIDENT Chun DooHwan recently called on the 
Ministry of Labour Affairs and representatives of 
business groups and industries to make concerted 
efforts to prevent industrial disasters and help build a 
new appropriate labour-management system fitting 
the reality in the country. 

The President also urged officials and employers to 
increase the real income of workers after taking fully 
into account the impact on commodity prices. 

His remarks bear great importance at a time when 
the nation is heading toward the realization of a 
welfare state in the new era. 

At the same time, business operators are asked to 
vigorously seek a variety of anti-disaster measures 
with support from the government. 

—Seoul Shlnmun 


IN THIS ISSUE 



F OR the people of Korea June never comes round without the tragic 
memories of the Korean War that broke out on the quiet Sunday 
morning on June 25, 1950. It was on this day that the north Korean forces 
launched an all out attack on the Republic of Korea. This month Korea 
observes the 31st anniversary of the War. The War for a moment belied 
all hopes of peaceful unification. However, the Republic of Korea, has all 
along been searching every avenue for the peaceful unification of the 
land On the 5th of this month President Chun Doo Hwan renewed his 
January 12 call for an exchange of visits between the highest authorities 
of the South and the North and added a new dimension to his proposal by 
calling for a summit between the South and the North and leaving the 
date and venue for the meeting to the choice of the north Korean 
authorities 

First Lady Lee Soorvja is an active social worker ana she has definite 
views on social problems. In a recent mterveiw to women journalists, she 
said, equal opportumt.es must be given to all women, like men, so that 
they can utilize their ability in the activities of the society. Korean News, in 
this issue, carries extracts from her interview 
A photo feature and an article on Kyonggi-do Province as a tourist 
attraction, an article on the modern communication system in Korea and 
our regular column, L ife and Lore with man-woman contacts in traditional 
Korean society should also interest our readers. 
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THE PRESIDENCY 


New Dimension to 
Jan. 12 Proposal 



P RESIDENT ChunDoo Hwan made 
another major move this month 
to facilitate the peaceful unification of 
the divided land, giving a new dimen 
sion to his January 12 Proposal by 
calling for a summit meeting between 
the South and the North while renew¬ 
ing his earlier call for an exchange of 
visits bf3tween the highest authorities 
in the South and North Korea and by 
leaving the choice of venue for the 
summit talks to the north Korean 
authorities He also proposed that the 
agenda for such a meeting will include 
problems concerning the exchange of 
visits between the highest authorities 
in the South and the North, unification 
formula and other problems and sug¬ 
gestions put forward by both sides 
President Chun also urged the north 
Korean authorities to contact any per¬ 
son representing the Republic of 
Korea at any place m the world to 
facilitate the process He suggested 
that one way to deal with the matter 
would be to work through an author¬ 
itative international organization, in¬ 
cluding the Secretary General of the 
United Nations 

He called for opening of the 
societies of both the Koreas and if the 
North cannot immediately open its 
society completely, exchanges could 
begin in such areas as athletics, cul¬ 
ture and arts, postal communication 
and economic activities 
President Chun gave his new call at 
the inauguration of the Advisory 
Council on Peaceful Unification policy 
In his address to the members of the 
Council, he said. "Having received the 
constitutional mandate to unflaggmgly 
pursue the goal of peaceful unifica¬ 
tion, .together with the over 8,000 
members of the Council, I pledge to 
make this organisation the rallying 
point for efforts to achieve the peace¬ 
ful unification of our land." 


Referring to Korea's history the 
President said that the nation has 
maintained an uninterrupted history 
as a unified independent state for 
thousands of years inspite of numor 
ous trials and ordeals But since the 
turn of the 20th century this illustrious 
tradition has been broken twice- 
losing our sovenynty in the early 20th 
century and dividing the land in the 
mid century Although the great 
tragedy of national subjugation has 
ended the tragedy of national division 
still continues 

President Chun said, for all Koreans 
whether in the South or in the North, 
the paramount historic task of our 
time is to save the nation from the 
pain and sorrow of division 

"We in the South have not even for 
a fleeting moment forgotten our com¬ 
patriots in the North, while we sweat 
and toiled to build the economy in only 
half of our land It is our fervent wish 
that the Seoul Pusan expressway will 
soon be extended to Pyongyang and 
further to Smuiju on the Manchurian 
border But reality is far from fantasy 
Even the railroad that linked Seoul and 
Pyongyang is disconnected, with only 
weeds growing on the track', Presi¬ 


dent Chun said He added that "a 
dialogue that began after so much 
spadework has been cut off, adding to 
the heartbreak of all Koreans longing 
for unification. The South and the 
North cannot remain strangers in this 
way Having always been a single 
entity, we cannot survive for long 
divided " 

If the entire Korean people forge an 
unfringing determination to achieve 
unification and when that determina¬ 
tion is properly reflected through dia¬ 
logue, the people will bo able to reap 
the desired fru»t 

In conclusion the President re¬ 
marked that the national spirit of the 
sixty million Korean people will never 
tolerate the great national tragedy of 
the division being carried into another 
century "When we bring the tragedy 
of the 20th century to an end before 
the century is out and lay plans for the 
future growth and advance of the 
whole nation, wo will have achieved a 
great triumph in the history of the 
nation, and the world as well " 

ASEAN visits 

President Chun Doo Hwan's sche- 


Prusident Lhun at a Buddhist prayer meeting on the occasion of Buddha's 2525 th birth anmvoisary celebrations, 




Presidont Chun Doo Hwan 


duled visits to five ASEAN countries 
from the 25th of this month is signi¬ 
ficant in many ways Apart from being 
a major diplomatic move to streng¬ 
then the traditional friendship and 
cooperation between the Republic of 
Korea and these nations, the visits 
would underscore the view. "We all 
subscribe to the same ideals and 
principles and are sympatnetic with 
one another." 

An article in the Hongkong Far 
Eastern Economic Review weekly's 
May 22 issue says that the focus of 
President Chun's bilateral discussions 
will rest on economics, because in 
bilateral matters, Korea's relations 
with the ASEAN countries have been 
mostly good and productive. There 
has been no clash of political and 
economic interests to sour the rela¬ 
tionship. 


The article added that President 
Chun is also expected to seek 
ASEAN's suppoit for his January 12 
proposal on an exchange of visits with 
north Korea's Kirn ll-sung. 

Korean-Japan relations 

In an interview with Japan's Jiji 
Press hela at the Presidential mansion 
in Seoul recently, President Chun Doo 
Hwan said that it would be desirable 
in principle, to hold a Korea-Japan 
summit conference at an earliest 
possible date 

The President said he hoped to 
discuss the strategic significance of 
the Korean peninsula at the summit 
talks. 

Renewed vigour urged 

Addressing religious gatherings on 
two separate occasions, last month, 


President Chun Doo Hwan called on 
the nation to overcome various exter¬ 
nal and internal challenges and trials 
and said that the time-honoured his¬ 
tory of the nation can be preserved 
only when it can safeguard the right of 
survival. 

Speaking at a Buddhist prayer 
meeting in Seoul, President Chun 
said, "we are living in an era of fierce 
challenges and trials, of which threats 
from the bellicose north Korean Com¬ 
munists are most menacing." 

President Chun said, he believes 
that the pursuit of freedom from all 
human misery is an integral part of the 
Buddhist philosophy, noting that 
Buddhism is a religion which has 
strength to cope with effectively 
domestic challenges in the present 
industrial society 

The President added that freedom, 
a decent life and the sovereignty of 
the people will be threatened unless 
"we maintain freedom from war and 
poverty and free ourselves from poli¬ 
tical repression and abuse of power." 

Right to survival 

Speaking at the 13th annual national 
Christian prayer meeting in Seoul, 
President Chun Doo Hwan urged an 
increased role for the Church in tack¬ 
ling the difficulties facing the nation. 

The prayer breakfast at the Shilla 
Hotel was attended by Christian lead¬ 
ers and government dignitaries, in¬ 
cluding National Assembly Speaker 
Jung Nae-hiuk and Chief Justice Yoo 
Tae-heung First Lady Lee Soon-ja 
was also present. 

Noting that the democratic welfare 
societies in Western Europe have 
been formed and developed on the 
basis of Christian culture, President 
Chun said that the role of the Church 
in the country is of great importance 
for the opening of a new history 

"The nation expects our churches 
to exert redoubled efforts for the 
securing of the right of national surviv¬ 
al, the promotion of national interests 
and the people's happiness and the 
fostering of sound spiritual culture", 
the President said. 

Commenting on the assassination 
attempt on the life of Pope John 
Paul-ll, the President said that such 
acts of violence should be eliminated 
by all means. 
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THE NATION 


T HE follow-up reports on the re¬ 
sults of the pooulation and hous¬ 
ing census for 1980 give addi¬ 
tional clues to fast rise in the standard 
of living of the people of Korea in spite 
of the mounting pressure of popula¬ 
tion explosion. Figures published last 
month showed that amenities of mod¬ 
ern living and other "cultural" indica¬ 
tors have increased sharply in a span 
of five years leading to 1980. 

The census taken by the Korean 
Government put Korea's population at 
37,449,000 as of November 1, 1980. 
Steady prolongation of average 
longevity resulting from better nutri¬ 
tion and expanded medical care was 
suggested by the fact that 224 per¬ 
sons were living for more than 100 
years. 

During the last five years there was 
a rapid change in the standard of living 
of the people. 

Possession of electrical home ap¬ 
pliances rose drastically during the 
period. Of 7,972,000 households sur- 



SPEEDY RISE IN 
STANDARD OF LIVING 


veyed 85 per cent had television sets, 

37.4 per cent had refrigerators, 24.2 The subscription rate for newspap- 
per cent had telephones and 38.9 per ers advanced by a 12.2 percentage 

cent took newspapers. The TV supply points to 38.9 per cent from 1975’s 

ratio jumped 3.3 times and 2.5 times, 26.7 per cent. At the time of the latest 

during the 1975-80 period. census, 3,101,000 out of 7,971,000 

In Seoul and Pusan nine out of ten families subscribed to printed media, 

families were found to be having one These indicators show the standard 
or more television sets. of living has improved remarkably in 



recent years especially in terms of 
health care and basic material ameni¬ 
ties in Korea. 

Buddha's Birthday 

2525th birthday of Buddha was 
celebrated, last month, on the eighth 
day of the fourth month according to 
the lunar calendar. The birthday, 
which is one of the major festive days 
in Korea was celebrated as usual by 
both Buddhist believers and others. 
About 10,000 Buddhist temples in 
Korea held prayer meetings on the 
day. 

National Memorial Day 

June 6 is national Memorial Day in 
Korea. Most activities come to a 
standstill for a full minute and the 
nation silently remember those who 
laid down their lives for the country. 
Everyone joins the white-clad be¬ 
reaved families of the war dead in 
laying wreaths and burning incense at 
the Military Cemetery on the banks of 
the Han River. 

Dacortfc* kntams arrangad hr (ft# cahbra do n of Buddha’S 
birthday, andab*m,'a bmy Shopping cantn (n SooU an 
bdkmthn of risa in standard of IMng. 








T ODAY'S Korea presents the with a surprise attack on the unpre- the world stood firmly behind 

stimulating, awe-inspiring pared South by overwhelmingly South Korea to repel the invasion, 

spectacle of an ancient tradl- superior forces from the Commun- The sudden onslaught was blunted 

tional society emerging rapidly into fat North resulted in massive des- and reversed by expeditionary 

the modem world with sophist!- traction. However, after the end of forces dispatched by sixteen Un¬ 
ited factories, ever-increasing the war, remarkable things were Had Nations members after the 

productivity and exports, after hay- happening in Korea. The rebuilding Security Council passed a resolv¬ 
ing swept away from the face of of wartime damage phased over on tion asking member nations to 

the country the scars of devasta- to a massive economic develop- assist the Republic of Korea in 

tion and demoralisation that was ment programme, making the repelling the aggression, 

all Korea at the end of the Korean country's economy one of the fast Truce talks dragged on in the 
War In 1983. developing in the world. midst of bloody If inconclusive 

Coming dose on the heels of The Korean War has international fighting until the signing of a fragile 
Worid War-ti, the Korean War, ramifications too. Peace-loving armistice on July 27, 1953. 

which broke out on June 28,1960, democratic countries throughout 




THE WAR 

On June 25, 1950, under cover of 
darkness and deception the north 
Korean Communists launched an all 
out invasion of the Republic of Korea. 
People in the South were not pre¬ 
pared for such a sudden onslaught. 
The north Korean armed forces back¬ 
ed by foreign tanks and heavy artrillery 
advanced rapidly. By all accounts it 
was a well planned and coordinated 
attack, a full scale invasion. The Re¬ 
public's troops fought bravely, but 
proved no match for the heavily 
armed north Koreans, who had occu¬ 
pied three fourth of the land and 
pushed the Republic's troops to the 
southern end of the peninsula. 

The Republic of Korea immediately 
appealed to the United Nations. In 
response, the Security Council passed 
a resolution asking the Communists 
to withdraw to the 38th Parallell and 
requesting all member nations to give 
military support to the Republic 

UN ROLE 

On the day of the outbreak of the 
Korean War the UN Security Council 
met and passed a resolution calling for 
immediate withdrawal of the north 
Korean forces to the north of the 38th 
Parallel and for assistance of all mem¬ 
ber nations in restoring peace. 

Of the 53 nations that supported 
the UN Resolution, 16 nations even- 

Some UN Forces venerans of the Korean War, with their wives, 
incense, below left, and below right UN cemetery in Pusan 


tually sent combat forces to the aid of 
the Republic of Korea. The countries 
that have responded to the UN call did 
so in full earnest and the sacrifices of 
the UN forces have become legend 
today. 

INDIA'S CONTRIBUTION 

India's contribution to bring about 
truce, after long drawn discussions, is 
immense and historical. The first such 
contribution came in 1948 when KPS 
Menon, an eminent Indian diplomat 
led the United Nations Commission 
on Korea. Later, immediately after the 
outbreak of the war, on June 29, India 
responded whole-heartedly to the Un¬ 
ited Nations call for rendering all 
possible assistance to the Republic of 
Korea to repel the aggression from 
north Korea. Prime Minister Jawahar- 
lal Nehru made the following state¬ 
ment after the special cabinet meet¬ 
ing on June 29, 1950: "It appears 
clear from the information available to 
the Government of India that a large- 
scale invasion took place from the 
North against South Korean Govern¬ 
ment.. .'' 

Once again Pandit Nehru said on 
the floor of the Parliament on August 
3, 1950: "Government's policy was, 
firstly, that north Korean aggression 
over South Korea must be conde¬ 
mned and resisted. Secondly, as far 
as possible the war should not spread 

pay homage to their c Incuasod comrades' graves and offer 





The statue represents patnotic fighters who died 
defending the country 



beyond Korea. No other question 
should be tied with the Korean trouble 
and means must be explored for 
ending this war. And thirdly, the future 
of Korea must be decided by the 
Koreans themselves." Pandit Nehru 
emphasised further; "But it is perfect¬ 
ly clear that north Korea launched a 
full-scale invasion and this can only be 
described as aggression and that has 
to be resisted " 

India's role did not end in these 
words. In November 1950 it sent an 
Indian Field Ambulance Unit with 346 
officers and men that did yeomen 
service on the battlefield bringing suc¬ 
cour to the wounded and the dying. 

Once again for the successful im¬ 
plementation of the Armistice Agree¬ 
ment India accepted the responsibility 
of solving the issue of POWs, which 
was the last item to which both sides 
could not agree As chairman of the 
Neutral Nations Committee, Lieute¬ 
nant General Thimmayya's role in 
releasing 22,000 POWs to freedom 
will ever be remembered by the peo¬ 
ple of Korea. 

PEACE MOVES 

The Republic of Korea has always 
been trying to avert a repetition of the 
war. However, the attitude of the 
North has not undergone considerable 
change all these years. The north 
Korean dream of unifying Korea by 


military force is unrealistic and runs 
counter to the will of the entire Korean 
people. Inaugurating the Advisory 
Council on Peaceful Unification Policy, 
a constitutional body to integrate the 
ideas and desires of all Koreans on 
peaceful unification, President Chun 
Doo-Hwan renewed his "call to Presi¬ 
dent Kim ll-sung of North Korea to 
accept my January 12 proposal that 
we visit each other free of any obliga¬ 
tion and without any condition 
attached. It does not matter whether 
President Kim visits Seoul first or I 
visit Pyongyang first. The North Ko¬ 
reans can choose." 

President Chun urged those "advo¬ 
cating unification through communiza- 
tion by force of arms to correctly 
understand the people's demand for 
peaceful unification and abandon their 
delusions about war." He added; 
"War means the destruction of hu¬ 
man lives and the ravaging of the land. 
We have already experienced the 
horrors of war. Should another such 
war break-out now, the achievement, 
construction and progress out of the 
debris of war in both South and North 
Korea over the past 30 years would be 
wiped out overnight. War among 
ourselves must be prevented by all 
means. To prevent war, we must 
eliminate prejudice, self- 
righteousness, distrust and miscal¬ 
culation that are the causes of war." 


Korean War veterans attending a meeting, last month , m Seoul 




TOURISM 



KYOnGI-DO 

A CULTURAL AnD 

HISTORICAL 

PAnORAITIA 

T HE well-beaten westward path 
for day trips from Seoul forks 
into two directions—the north¬ 
erly one leading to Kanghwa-do island 
and the southerly one to Inchon. The 
large island county of Kanghwa-do 
lying immediately south of where the 
Han River meets the sea is full of 
history and offers more to travellers 
interested in the placid aspect of 
Korea. 

Kanghwa-do was destined to be an 
island fort in earlier times, thus it still 
has sizeable remains of walls and 
batteries. 

In the town of Kanghwa only a few 
historical remnants survived destruc¬ 
tion by foreign invaders. They include 
a bronze bell hanging in a pavillion, 
one complete gate and parts of the 
city wall. 

Chondung-sa on the southern tip of 
the island is a major attraction. Sitting 
snugly in a punchbowl and fortified by 
walls on all sides, the monastery was 
rebuilt by the Yi Dynasty to protect the 
national archives. The temple and the 
ridges command a fine view of the 
island and the Yellow Sea beyond. 
Summer greens are soothing and 
autumnal tints are brilliant here. The 
temple buildings feature Yi 
architecture and they store some valu¬ 
able relics of Buddhist art in Korea. 

From the fishing village of Oepo-ri 
at the southwest corner of the island 
/ou can reach another island, Sokmo- 
do. by ferry. The farther outpost of 
central Korea has a large niche with 
the image of Bddha carved in the 
living rock. This natural grotto roofed 
by an immense slab of rock contains, 
besides the carving of considerable 

size on a remarkable concave rock 
• 



surface, 18 odd stone figures. In front 
of the aperture stands a temple of 
modest size, Pomunsa, founded more 
than 1300 years ago in the era of 
Silla's Queen Sondok. 

SUWON 

About 51 kilometers south of Seoul 
lies the walled city of Suwon, the seat 
of Kyonggi-do provincial government. 

In and around the city there are a 
number of magnificent historical sites 
including two royal tombs, a Buddhist 
temple, four ornate gates? a small 


palace and several other Yi Dynasty 
structures. But most impressive of all 
are the ancient fortress walls, once 
aptly described by a Western admirer 
as "the crowning glory of Korean 
fortress building." 

Visitors to the old city enter through 
the recently restored north gate, 
Changanmun. Changanmun along 
with the east gate, Changyongmun, 
was ravaged during the Korean War 
and remained in a state of disrepair .. 
until 197? when it was restored to its ;• 
original form. ' 
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rhe Buddha statue in Yongma-n in Paju county near Seoul, top 
left, the Watergate in Suwon, built in 1796. top right, stone 
tomb on the Kanghwa Island, left, the bronze statue of Gen 
MacArthur overlooks Inchon port, below nght. and below left, 
the Freedom House m Panmunjom, symbol of the Korean 
people's desire for national unification 

About five kilometers south of 
Suwon, off to the ripht of the old 
Seoul-Pusan highway is Yongju-sa, 
one of 31 main Buddhist temples in 
Korea. King Chongjo erected this tem¬ 
ple in honour of his father on a site 
where a Silla temple stood until it was 
demolished by war. 

INCHON 

Just an hour's drive west of Seoul 
lies the enchanting port city of Inchon. 
Perhaps best known to foreigners as 


the site of Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s 
remarkable amphibious landing opera¬ 
tion which marked the turning point of 
the Korean War, Inchon today is a 
thriving metropolis of approximately 
830,000 inhabitants and is the fourth 
largest city and second largest port in 
the nation. 

The port's dry dock facilities are the 
largest of their kind in Asia and are 
capable of handling as many as 25 
vessels each weighing 50,000 tons at 
any given time. 

As impressive as the port's volume 
and capabilities is the city's beauty. 
Situated on rolling hills which stretch 
along Korea’s jagged West Coast, the 


city is an intrigueing blend of modern 
industrialisation, rural fishing village 
and major international seaport and 
annually attracts hordes of local and 
foreign visitors. It is practically im¬ 
possible to find a location in the city 
which does not afford a spectacular 
view of the harbour and off-shore 
islands. 

Another of Inchon's true treasure is 
its abundance of fresh seafood res¬ 
taurants which stretch from the very 
edge of the sea to the farthest corners 
of the city. Every type of delicacy 
imaginable is available in quantity and 
it is possible to feed an entire family at 
unbelievable prices. Fresh shrimp, 
crab, lobster and assorted sea-food 
dinners are particular favorites with 
foreigners and are always exquisitely 
prepared and served. 

One must for all visitors to the city 
is a visit to Peace Park, located atop 
the highest knoll within city limits. 
Dedicated in honour of Gen MacAr¬ 
thur the park is highlighted by an 
immense bronze statue of the general 
which stands, binoculars in hand, 
maintaining a constant vigil over the 
horizon of the West Sea. A dusk or 
nighttime visit to the park is an experi¬ 
ence which cannot be put into wards 
and will forever impress the memory 
of Inchon in your mind. 

PANMUNJOM 

Most visitors to Korea are not famil¬ 
iar with such out-of-the-way places at 
Kanghwa-do, Chonju and Kangnung, 
but few, if any, have not at one time or 
another heard of the diminutive ham¬ 
let of Panmunjom. For, for over two 
decades Panmunjom has served as a 
constant reminder to the free world 
that Korea is a nation divided, a people 
longing for reunification. 

Located almost exactly on the 38th 
parallel, in the very middle of the 
demilitarized zone which separates 
the free South from the Communist 
North, Panmunjom first gained inter¬ 
national recognition in July 1953 when 
it served as the site for the signing of 
the Korean Armistice Agreement 
which ended open hostilities of the 
three-year Korean War. 

A trip to this area is definitely a 
must for those interested in modem 
Asian history and international politics. 




SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS 


P RESIDENT Thun Doo Hawn has 
added a new dimension to his 
January 12 Proposal by renew¬ 
ing his call for a summit meeting 
between the South and the North and 
by leaving the choice of venue for 
such a meeting to the north Korean 
authorities—it could be Panmunjom, 
a third country or any other place 
convenient to north Korea, President 
Chun formally put forward this new 
proposal in his address in Seoul on the 
5th of this month at the inauguration 
of the Advisory Council on Peaceful 
Unification Policy, a constitutional 
body to integrate the ideas and de¬ 
sires of all the people of Korea on 
peaceful unification 
Other main points m his proposal 
are. 

(i) The date of the meeting is also 
left to the north Korean authorities to 
choose It is however, the sooner, the 
better. 

(it) The agenda for the summit 
meeting will include problems con¬ 
cerning the exchange of visits be¬ 
tween the highest authorities in the 
South and the North, unification for¬ 
mula and other substantive problems 
and suggestions put forward by both 
the South and the North 
(in). He urged the north Korean 
authorities to contact any person rep¬ 
resenting the Republic of Korea at any 
place in the world for facilitating the 
process. One way to deal with the 
matter would be to work through an 
authoritative international organisation 
or institution, including the Secretary 
General of the United Nations. 

(iv) Both South and North Korea 
open their societies, and that, if the 
situation in north Korea did not permit 
the prompt and complete opening of 
its society, exchanges could begin in 
such areas as athletics, culture and 
arts, postal communication and eco¬ 
nomic activities. 

President Chun pledged to make 
the Advisory Council the rallying point 
for efforts to achieve the peaceful 
unification of the homeland. 

He said that territorial division is like 
torture to the whole nation. "For all 
Koreans whether in the South or in 
the North, the paramount historic task 


of our time is to save the nation from 
the pain and sorrow of division." 

"The division of Korea did not occur 
by the will of the Korean people, but 
stemmed from a decision taken by 
outsiders at the conclusion of World 
War II. But we must realise that even 
if outside powers were responsible 
for the division, it is our responsibility 
to remedy it We are the ones who 


discussing unification formulae.... 
Unification must be achieved in 
accordance with the free will of the 
entire people and by peaceful 
methods. Attempts to decide the 
issue by force of arms will inevitably 
lead to a bloody war—a course of 
national self-destruction which no Ko¬ 
rean wants and which can never serve 
the interests of the people. 


Renewed Call for 
Summit Meeting 


suffer the pain of division. We are the 
ones who will most enjoy the benefits 
of reunification Unification is our busi¬ 
ness and nobody else's. Only the 
Korean people can be the prime mov¬ 
ers of unification ... It cannot be the 
exclusive preserve of a specific politic¬ 
al party, or a specific political system, 
or a specific ideology. Nor is it an 
exclusive concern of the presidents of 
South and North Korea." 

"We have spent so many years 


President Chun said that the pro¬ 
posed summit would be a catalyst 
fusing the determination of the entire 
Korean people, as well as a conduit to 
channel unification efforts." 

Stressing the need for opening both 
the Korean societies to the entire 
people who have the right to make 
decisions concerning unification, 
President Chun said: "Unification of 
our land is an exceedingly grave issue 
on which the glory and prosperity of 


Inaugural function of the Advisory Council on Peaceful Unification Policy 





the entire Korean people is staked." 

"The opening of South and North 
Korean societies to each other would 
restore and enhance mutual trust and 
brotherly love between the two 
halves. I am confident that this would 
result in a grand national reconciliation 
based on a united spirit and deter¬ 
mination." 


K OREA'S communication mod¬ 
ernisation project, the electronic 
switching system (ESS), has 
gained its momentum with 70,000 
lines in successful operation now and 
464,000 total lines to be made opera¬ 
tive by the end of this year. 

The ministry of Communications 


coaxial cables will be buried under¬ 
ground. 

The nationwide direct distance dial¬ 
ing (DDD) system will be completed 
by 1984, two years earlier than the 
original plan making it easier for peo¬ 
ple to make intercity long distance 
calls. 

Long distance calls between 29 


GIANT STRIDES IN 
COMMUNICATIONS 


Unification Council 

The "Central Council for National 
Unification" was inaugurated in a 
ceremony at the Seoul Sejong Cultural 
Centre last month. The council, the 
matrix of which is "Tongil-kun," a 
national organisation for promoting 
unification on a non-governmental 
basis, is designed to help achieve 
unification in a more efficient and 
systematic way through voluntary civil 
movement. The rally was attended by 
Prime Minister Nam Duck-woo, Minis¬ 
ter of National Unification Lee Bum- 
suk, Chun Kwan-woo, chairman of the 
council, and some 600 council dele¬ 
gates from across the country. The 
Prime Minister said in’a speech that 
"what is most important in achieving 
national unification is to have peace 
take root on the Korean peninsula by 
recovering mutual trust, and easing 
tension through dialogue and contacts 
between the divided halves." 

Fishermen released. 

According to a statement issued by 
the Ministry of Culture and Informa¬ 
tion, on May 23, the north Koreans 
have released the 19 fishermen of the 
'Namjinho No. 2', a private fishing 
boat, which was captured by a north 
Korean patrol boat in September 
1980. The fishing boat was returning 
after fishing from the East Sea to the 
port of Sokcho because of a medical 
emergency. 

"The north Korean authorities too 
conceded that 'the ship's entry into 
the north Korean waters was not a 
deliberate act nor was there any ulter¬ 
ior motive'. A north Korean Central 
News Agency report broadcast over 
one of their radios at 12.10 p.m. on 
May 14, 1981 said 'Namjinho No. 2 
inadvertantly sailed north after its 
direction finder malfunctioned while 
hurrying back to Sokcho from a fishing 
ground ' because of a medical 
emergency'. 


plan calls for a yearly supply of one 
million ESS telephones from 1982 to 
1986, when the nation's number of 
telephones will reach 10,000,000, 
compared to the present total of 
2,400,000 

Along with the urban ESS program¬ 
mes, the ministry also is working on 
the rural ESS, whose pilot programme 
is now under testing at two counties 
of Koyang and Yangju, on the outskirts 
of Seoul. 

When the test is successful, the 
ministry will go ahead with plans to 
bring the remote rural areas within the 
instant telecommunication network of 
the nation, balancing development be¬ 
tween the rural and urban areas. 

Ministry officials said that after 
1986, even France and Germany will 
fall behind Korea in the communica¬ 
tions facility aspect at least, and Korea 
will rank among the world's most 
advanced communications countries, 
along with Japan in Asia. 

The up-to-date communication sys¬ 
tem will contribute to the nation's 
development into a modern industrial 
society later in this decade, bringing 
about many vital changes in the social 
life, education, and business, etc. 

All rural areas will be linked to 152 
networks by 1988. 

Unprecedented improvements in 
communications via the electronic 
switching system will be possible 
with the use of the PCM (pulse code 
modulation) cable and transmission 
system, that carries voice and data 
signals in vast quantities at high 
speeds at one given moment of time. 

The nation's long distance will have 
alternate routes of 6,060 microwave 
lines, and" some 300 kilometers of 


areas, mostly linking remote villages 
with Seoul, Pusan, Taegu and Chun- 
chon, have been facilitated by the 
faster operation of switchboards. 

The international long distance calls, 
that are presently made by semi¬ 
automatic method, will be made fully 
automatic by ESS from 1983, when 
3,000 ESS lines will be in use. 

The overseas calls through satel¬ 
lites, floating above Indian and Pacific 
Oceans, will be expanded to almost all 
nations around the globe, with addi¬ 
tional 84 channels to be bought. 

The submarine cable between 
Korea and Japan allows 2,700 chan¬ 
nels. It is another alternate com¬ 
munication route with Japan, beside 
the Trbpospheric scatter wave sys¬ 
tem between the two nations. 


Earth station of communications satellite, and Namsan tower 
for tv telecast 




. (we first Laay 9 / the Republic of 
Korea was recently" interviewed by 
women journalists at Chong Wa Dae, 
the presidential mansion. She told the 
reporters that equal opportunities 
must be given to all women, as in the 
case of men, so that they can put fo 
full use their ability in the activities of 
society. 

Mrs Chun suggested that for the 
improvement of the status of women 
in Korea; they should begin by impro¬ 
ving their own awareness. The First 
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Lady said diet when she first moved 
into Chong Wa Dae she had to make 
* beginner's mistakes * because she 
did not have anyone to help her. She 
said she will remember this and when 
the next family moves in she will help 
her successor, and that as her hus¬ 
band firmly believes in peaceful 
change of government that day will 
surely come. 

The First Lady added that she did 
pot take a greater interest in politics 
tpati the ordinary citizen but that, she 
always tried to keep her ears open to 
problems, and. difficulties die people 
might have so that she could keep the '/ 
BM^t.^n|fa|i#ed 0 ftfieb pl$kp 
;.^-&e$\H(fs &pt t s.:6aai:fKiM'~ 
CdhtimiicaW ■ First;, Leffi'B&a&r'- 


problem lies in tf^.'lact met we 
women are indifferap|b such things. 

Therefore, I belieya3he real promo¬ 
tion of women's sobpl. status should, 
be preceded by a ch$$a in our way of 
thinking, 

Women's lib in 
arid the drive to pfo&bii women's 
social status In oi^si^m are. not 
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A tree forms itssh^ when young, 
H is same for the human beings. The 
life and future of a man ere usuattv 
determined when he jp youngand 
childhood is almost vital in shaping e 
gdod citfeen. ■ V T " 

Particularly, when ! saw the Chftdibh 



of'Working women left at home wfthr. 

1 dpt proper care, I felt that me govern-, 
ment should do something to protect 
and educate them. Fortunately, the 1 '. 
government now pays much 8 tterttJoh ■ 
to infant education and qcert^ingdUt 
■'some'projects. 
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affairs, especially education of ch#- 
dren, defend cm women at present. 
In developing modem aocietyi 


to davetof* frerrWiefvee to keep pace 
withtbeir husbands andtdnarrovv the 
generaticingapf^ them and 
their eihrkiren. • 


Lee Soon-Ja 

women 


ft -is fortunate that the government, 
realizing the importance of women, 
particuteriy in adutt education, is car* 
lying opt various projects for their, 
benefit. 

We. first should establish a climate 
in whiph we aft try to develop 
; ot^e|yetaie Andthen we should give 
chances to team to those women who 
wani to team, I think. ^.• 
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‘ > T am'^^ftei$ttht'to 
t as f#^pdfiticat' met- 
-*£*-|tre ccmcerned,' As. f sed him 
• cfoeefy, be always trieetodo Ns best 
inhiaeffort to make (Cores a really 
good country to live; in. This is why i 
go not have to take interest in political 
matters ■ any more - than ordinary 
citizens. 

The President always says that the 
government should try to serve the 
people, not rule them- And 1 try to do 
my best to assist him in Ns effort to 
attain, this goal. One way to do so, I 
believe, it best for me to keep him 
informed of the plight of the ordinary 
people and what they want. 

What In your view is the most 
Ideal spouse relationship today? 

I People say that spouses are the 
closest people in the world. But we 
must remember that the man and 
wife did not know each other before 
their marriage. Young, people are apt 
to think that they must meet the most 
ideal partners to have them as their 
spouses. However, few people really 
find that their life partners measure up 
to their expectations 100 per cent. 

There are times when one does not 
like oneself 100 per cent, is it not 
true? 

In this situation, (think it is impor¬ 
tant for one to try to make, oneself the 
most, .ideal person fp one's ; spouse 
bgtipm $ne asks one's partner to bd 
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important things< 

friends and f‘ateo ; M(. 

children. ^•■•^,”7’, 

Husband and wife are the dpisat. 
people and one might tend td.wjjjgtefV 
to be courteous and polite because of 
the closeness. I do not think thatlNs 
is a very good idee. It is be 
courteous and polite between hftdf 
bend and wife. ' • 'rr.\0f 

Could you taH us about 
and demerits as a huabahdnblssf 7 
President?. 

Strong wiil and activity and absence' 
of self-conceit and egotism, i thihte 
are Ns merits. Frankly speaking) I 
used to try to conceal my mistaKe&7-'- 
from our children. However, the'Prwff' r 
dent is different. If he makes d micK 
take and when the children point it 
out, he admits it. He says, “You «i%.. 
right. I made a mistake." ; 

As for the demerits, he is a difficipft 
person as a husband because .hd'^r;. 
too diligent. He never puts off 
a later day. In our earlier .days; pff:- 
marriage, I was quite weary of Nm" 
because of his diligence. 

He always points out the mistakes -' 
made by me in our.household meh* ‘ 
agement. At first I felt I was put to -, 
shame because of my mistriw^i 
pointed out. However, as the tif^|i 
went by, I became accustomed to hts 7; 
ways and now t consider them good : . 
advice, • 
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LIFE AND LORE 


I N the old days, the Korean chih 
dren played and grew up segre¬ 
gated by sex. Growing out of 
infancy, children about seven years of 
age were thought to be old enough to 


Mores of 

Man-Woman 

Contacts 


go by certain rules of ethics They 
were forbidden to sit together in the 
same room 

It is all right when the boys and girls 
are brothers and sisters living at 
home, but when they are not related, 
they should follow the established 
etiquette, and they should not be in 
the same room. So, the mores of 
"boys and girls at the age of seven 
should not be allowed to sit in the 
same room" was created and has 
been observed. 


The ethical concepts of the distinc¬ 
tion between man and woman-have 
become the mores of daily life and the 
standard by which to judge moral 
conduct; therefore, Korean men and 
women in social contact are strongly 
conscious of these concepts. In the 
Confucian family there is no lack of 
consideration in men's behaviour to¬ 
ward women. The gentleman uses a 
special set of honorifics to his wife 
and decides on family matters after 
consultation with her. The wife has 
never been ignored or persecuted 
The custom has been formed that the 
wife is respected in accordance with 
propriety. The gentry class observed 
this convention more strictly. 

In daily life, men and women strictly 
observed the rules of conduct in their 
social contacts, called naewoe, a 
word that literally means inside 
(woman); outside (man). In such con¬ 
tacts politeness and modesty have 
been salient virtues. The filial piety 
toward the mother had been most 
sincere. When a man and a woman 
happen to pass by on the road, they 
refrain from looking at each other and 
pass by as quietly as possible. No 
unseemly words or conduct are ex¬ 
changed as a rule. 



When they fail to follow the social 
decorum and commit unethical con¬ 
duct, they are charged with as severe 
a criticism as impiety toward their 
parents. When they overstep the 
boundaries of decorum and commit 
adultery, they are severely punished 
or in some cases expelled from the 
village by the judgment of the elder of 
the entire community in accord with 
the village charter to which everyone 
is responsible. Thus, the punishment 
is meted out before the governmental 
law moves in to do justice. 

It was thought that filial piety was 
the essence of man and the ethical 
rules that men and women might 
observe in their social contact the 
most important in maintaining social 
order; therefore, the community 
policed itself to prevent undesirable 
things from happening by establishing 
and applying its own regulations 

The strict application of the regula¬ 
tions in man-woman contacts resulted 
in bringing severe restrictions on 
women, while relative freedom and 
self-indulgent acts were tacitly 
allowed for men At home, for inst¬ 
ance, the male members were given 
leadership in the name of maintaining 
social order and the female members 
were required to obey and submit. 

For women there was the law of 
three obediences: they must obey the 
father before marriage, then, upon 
marriage they must obey their hus¬ 
bands, and lastly they were asked to 
follow, after their husbands' death, 
what their sons wished them to do. 
This female submission to the male 
will was not of humiliating obedience. 

In the Confucian society, the social 
activities outside the home were car¬ 
ried out by men. And the labour 
needed in farming was a man's job as 
was that of making decisions. Accor¬ 
dingly, women's obedience was 
meant to help men carry out their 
heavy duties. Women were expected 
to be helpful to men and that helpful¬ 
ness was regarded as the virtue of 
being a woman. Woman's helping of 
men at home was not out of subservi¬ 
ence to men but was a division of 
labour and responsibility, the manage¬ 
ment of the home being theirs. The 
position of women at home was 
firmly established. Since women took 
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SPORTS AND GAMES 


made clothes, and maintained the 
atmosphere and various conditions in 
which the family could rest peacefully, 
they became the centre of the home, 
and held real power at home. 

But the emphasis on female obedi¬ 
ence sometimes resulted in forced 
obedience. There is a saying: when 
the hen crows, the family is ruined. If 
the female comes to the fore and 
meddles in important affairs of men, 
the command chain would be broken 
and the unity of the home would be 
ruined. 

In the gentry class the position of 
women was respected, and at the 
grass-roots level the female position 
was recognised. In this connection a 
folk story may be in order: 

Once upon a time, a king sum¬ 
moned a grand conference to decide 
upon an important policy of state. The 
entire officialdom gathered but the 
prime minister did not arrive, so the 
meeting could not come to order. The 
king waited for the prime minister. He 
became anxious and then angry. At 
last the prime ministel appeared at 
the court. Opening the meeting, the 
king courteously reproved him for his 
delay. The prime minister explained 
that he came late because he had to 
consult with his wife at home on 
some important matter. The king was 
shocked to hear this, and he further 
took the prime minister to task for 
consulting the wife when he was the 
man who handled the matters of 
state. To test the others present, the 
king asked that those who consulted 
their wives gather to one side and 
those who did not stay where they 
were. Upon the king's order, all of¬ 
ficials scurried to the designated side, 
but only one official stood where he 
was. Thereupon, the king asked the 
official whether he did not consult his 
wife. The lone official answered that 
his wife always told him not to follow 
the crowd, so he remained alone 
where he was. 

The observance of the Confucian¬ 
ism-inspired man-woman relations is 
now a rarity.' Boys and girls at the age 
of seven attend primary schools 
together. The mores of the society 
have changed. Man-woman relations 
have become more and more wester¬ 
nised, arid young people mingle 
together without awkwardness. 
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Korea, Japan Share 
Tennis title 

EE Woo-ryong of Korea shared 
the Tennis title with Shirato of 
Japan in the rain-washed finals 
of the International Hardcourt Tennis 
Tournament in Hongkong, last month. 

Tournament organizers awarded 
the Korean and Japanese the victory 
in the men's singles because heavy 
rain prevented a showdown between 
the two finalists 

It was the first time a Korean man 
has won an international tennis title in 
an overseas tournament. 

Lee defeated the Philippines’ Bailer- 
amos 2-0. in semifinals to earn the 
right to battle the Japanese in the 
finals. 

Korean retains 
boxing title 

O RIENT-PACIFIC Boxing Federa¬ 
tion (OPBF) welter-weight cham¬ 
pion Hwang Chung-jae of Korea 
knocked out Filipino challenger Ferna- 
do Gloria in the eighth round at Munh- 
wa Gymnasium ring last month for his 
seventh successful title defence 


The 26-year-old Filipino challenger 
buckled under a heavy barrage of 
punches from the 21-year-old cham¬ 
pion and sank to the canvas at 2:59 of 
the eighth round. 

It was Hwang's 13th victory in 16 
career bouts as the Asian welter¬ 
weight champ. 

President's Cup 
International 

T HE 11th annual President's Cup 
International Football Tourna¬ 
ment will be held from 13 to 24 
this month, with teams from Uruguay, 
Argentina, West Germany, Brazil, 
France, Japan, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Malta, Liechtenstein and 
Korea. 

The tournament is being held in 
early summer instead of the usual late 
September-early October to adjust to 
the foreign sports clubs' off-season 
period, according to the KFA. 

The teams will play in two groups 
for the elimination, touring the na¬ 
tion's five big cities, after opening 
ceremonies and games at Seoul Sta¬ 
dium.-The final four games will be 
played in Seoul from June 24 to 26, 
the KFA said 

twarns from countries compete^Hk*. 

tlie Pmsomt's Cup at $ tournament in Seoul. 
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m Jang m or country open-air markets are popular with urbanites also 

MILES FOR MILLIONS WALK 

N estimated 50,000 people, Koreans and fore¬ 
igners, participated in the 'Miles for Millions 
Walk' campaign in Seoul, on May 17 The 
campaign, a fund-raising venture, for the benefit of the 
handicapped received substantial moral and financial 
support from every segment of the society. There 
were leading religious figures from all denominations, 
famous writers, movie stars, businessmen and leading 
artists, including the noted Oriental painter Kim Ki- 
chang, who is himself a handicapped man. A substan¬ 
tial number of military personnel also took part in the 
campaign. Participating foreigners came from busi¬ 
ness and diplomatic channels. About 250 Korean 
businessmen who participated in the campaign made 
sizable donations to help the unfortunates. 

The age difference of the walkers was very wide. 
There were many over 70 years and cute little tots as 
young as three or four years, walking side by side. 

An estimated total of over $100,000 was raised 
through the campaign. This money was sent to the 
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs to be used in 
assisting the handicapped people in Korea. 


urban areas. 

In the metropolis of Seoul with a population of over 
eight million, such traditional open-air markets still 
exist in many areas, of which the most famous and 
largest ones are South Gate Market and East Gate 
Market, where foreign tourists are often seen 
browsing. 

Korea's traditional markets, though akin in appear¬ 
ance to Istanbul's Bazaar, deal in commodities more 
diverse in kind than a bazaar. In a Korean market you 
can find anything from a windshield wiper to fresh 
shrimp. 

The traditional open-air markets bustle with mer¬ 
chants from the countryside buying goods at bargain 
prices as well as housewives looking for fresh fish and 
vegetables, creating a unique atmosphere of liveliness 
and excitement. The scene is a microcosm of the 
country's economic life. 

It is true that the number of super-markets is on a 
steady increase brought about by the development of 
apartment house complexes and ""residential districts 
and that modern department stores enjoy wide par- 
tronage and growing popularity among city dwellers. 
Nevertheless, the traditional open-air markets are 



OPEN-AIR MARKETS 


still popular. What is more attractive to them is the 
atmosphere of the traditional markets, offering them 


F OREIGNERS visiting Korea are surprised to sea more opportunities for browsing and bargaining than 

modem supermarkets and department stores their modem counterparts which enforce a fixed price 

co-existing with traditional open-air markets in its systems. 





ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


TRAINING FOR SAUDI WORKERS 

OfylE 200 Saudi Arabian iron and steel plant 
workers will undergo intensive job training in Korea 
under an agreement reached recently between 
Korea and Saudi Arabia, sources at the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry said. 

The proposed training of Saudi steel technicians in 
Korea will surely open another chapter in the economic 
cooperation between Korea and the Persian Gulf oil 
producing country, the sources said. 

At present, Saudi Arabia is pushing ahead with the 
construction of an integrated steel mill capable of 
producing some 850,000 tons of steel on a crude basis 
annually in Jubail. 

The 200 Saudi technicians to be trained in Korea will 
eventually take charge of the operation of the prop¬ 
osed integrated steel mill, they said. 

Four Saudi officials visited Korea to discuss matters 
concerning on-the-job training of the steel plant techni¬ 
cians with Korean Government and business leaders, 
they said. 

The Kangwon Industrial Co, is negotiating with Saudi 
Arabia to construct a 200,000-ton electric furnace steel 
plant in Saudi Arabia in a joint venture with Saudi 
business interests. 

If the joint venture project between Korea and Saudi 
Arab'a in the steel field materialises, more Korean 
firms will be able to participate in Saudi's ambitious 
industrial development projects now in high gear, they 
observed. 

KOREAN BUILDERS IN SINGAPORE 

HE construction boom in Singapore has led to an 
influx of Republic of Korea construction com¬ 
panies and Korean workers. 

Among the major Korean companies working on 
major projects here are Shinhwa Engineering and 
Construction, Daelim Industries and Ssangyong Con¬ 
struction. A fourth company, Hyundai Construction, is 
about to start work on a big reclamation project on a 
nearby island. All these companies have Korean 
workers on the projects. 

Shinhwa has brought about 200 workers who are 
engaged in three oil-plant projects while Daelim has 
180 of them on an oil company's hydrocracker project. 

Ssangyong has about 60 workers on its two 
projects, one a condominium housing and the other 
the multi-million dollar Raffles City project. 

It plans to bring in another 40 for its ongoing projects 
and another 300 if some of the other contracts it has 
tendered for are awarded to the company. 

Hyundai expects to bring in about 100 workers 
when the reclamation work starts. 


The Korean workers are normally paid more than 
their local counterparts and are looked after well, at 
least as far as the Ssangyong Construction is con¬ 
cerned. 

Its 59 workers, hired on an yearly basis, are housed 
in air-conditioned flats where meals, prepared by local 
cooks hired by the company, are provided. 

EXPANSION OF POSCO 

HE state-run Pohang Iron and Steel Co. (POSCO) 
will embark on another expansion project to boost 
its annual crude steel production capacity from 
the current 8.5 million tons to 9.6 million tons. POSCO 
officials said that a total of $257 million—$138 million 
in domestic funds and $119 million in foreign capital- 
will be poured into the expansion project which is 
scheduled to start in September this year and end in 
June, 1983. The expansion project also includes 
building a 733,000 ton annual capacity coke plant, 
boosting POSCO's annual coke production capacity 
from the current 4,570,000 tons to 5,300,000 tons. 
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SEOUL'S RENEWED BID 


T HE daring and open-minded overture made by 
President Chun Doo Hwan last month for uncon¬ 
ditional talks with the top leader of north Korea at any 
place reflects the growing sense of confidence and the 
flexible approach of the Seoul government with regard 
to settling the inter-Korean tension and the question of 
reunification It will turn out to be a breakthrough in 
Korea's dilemma only if Pyongyang responds in kind 
with equal earnestness and openness. 

President Chun went further than merely renewing 
his earlier bid for a South-North Korean summit-level 
meeting by leaving the choice of the site and time of 
the proposed talk up to north Korea. In an unusual 
show of magnanimity ho did not limit the conference 
venue to the Korean peninsula but suggested that it 
could take place in any third country 
The positive and constructive challenge came in a 
speech the Chief Executive delivered during the 
inaugural convention of the Advisory Council on 
Peaceful Unification Policy attended by thousands of 
civic leaders of the nation from all walks cf life. 

Again demanding that Pyongyang answer his 
January 12 call for an exchange of visits between the 
supreme leaders of the two parts of divided Korea the 
President offered a fresh option for north Korea in case » 
it finds an inter-Korean summit in either Seoul or- 
Pyongyang impossible or impracticable. 

It is proposed that north Korea may choose any 
place and any time for a meeting between the highest 
authorities of south and north Korea. Its agenda is not 
to be predetermined but open to any question raised 
by either side on matters related to unification. The 
Republic of Korea thus demonstrated its readiness and 
resolve to leave no stone unturned to get the 
deadlocked South-North dialogue going All authorita¬ 
tive international institutions, including the United 
Nations secretary general, are also invited to serve as 
channels for such future dialogue. 

This represents the most liberal and realistic position 
conceivable under the present circumstances. North 
Koreans would only risk international ridicule and 
criticism by refusing to respond to the overture. What 
possible pretext can be cooked up to dodge the 
dictates of history and national aspiration now that 
Seoul has opened all doors wide, dropping any 
conditions whatsoever? 

In order to pave the way for mutual understanding 
and trust, President Chun rightly called for 1 opening up 
the respective societies of South and North Korea and 
undertaking exchanges, though of limited scope, 
between .the two—say, sports, cultural, academic. 


postal or economic. This is necessary to gradually tear 
down the high walls of prejudice, dogmatism and 
disbelief. 

Now that our previous attempts at reviving the 
functions of the South-North Coordinating Committee 
and South-North Red Cross. Talks have go“en no¬ 
where, it seems time that a higher-level contact were 
tried as a shot in the arm. Peaceful‘dialogue and 
exchange between South and North Korea are essen¬ 
tial to reducing tension and promoting stability in this 
part of the world 

There is a long and hard road to travel until Seoul and 
Pyongyang may come to terms on how to achieve the 
goal of reunification Unless we start now, chances 
will grow even slimmer. On the contrary, the danger of 
destruction and fratricide is bound to increase Which t 
course north Korea should take is as clear as day. 

—The Korea Herald 


POLITICAL DIALOGUE 


I T is a kind of commonsense that democracy 
requires "debates." We cannot deny, however, 
such a basic principle of democracy has been ignored 
in the politics of the past. 

As a result, politics have been conducted "one- 
sidedly" and the nation had to suffer the vicious circle 
of politicaMnstability as is common in underdeveloped 
countries. 

Therefore, we emphasize that politics in the new era 
should be conducted toward forming an atmosphere 
of reconciliation, dialogue and regaining public confide¬ 
nce in politics. 

It is very significant that the government opened the 
door of dialogue not only to the majority Democratic 
Justice Party but to the minority Democratic Korea and 
the Korea National Parties. 

The political goal of the new Republic is to have 
democracy take root in this nation. This goal can be 
achieved when politician or political parties who have 
different political views try to compromise through 
dialogue. * 

We firmly believe that conversations between the 
government and political parties will greatly contribute 
to the national reconciliation and to the nationwide 
participation in creating a new history. 

Welcoming the new style of politics based on 
dialogue and cooperation, we earnestly hope an era of 
real reconciliation and participation will be unfolded. 

—Kyunghyang Shinmua 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 



A S thte issue of Korean News goes to President Chun Doo Hvydn left 
#| frxfcnetfMar Malaysia bn the seebnd tegof visits to the fiv*Afe6AN 

countries. 1n a jofot oommuoiciue issuee sfter^summit tsfkS irv Jakarta, presidents 
Suharto and Chun shared die view ihfct'flW pe^e end security of their regions are 
closely related to each other ^Srid -iriee^te^ of peace and 

stability of Asmi as we# is the world as a whole. '.v\.. 

Inspite pf sincere efforts of Presidenf Chtm Pod Hwbn for peaceful and negotiated 
settlement of the problem* bbtw^en the two divided halves of Kore,i ( the North 
Korean response has sdfarbeen negative. They have intensified agitation and slander 
against the Republic of Korea both domestically and internationally The republic of 
Korea Government Spokesman, in & statement Issued on June 20, said that his 
government had no option but to condemn the negative attitude of the North Korean 
authorities. 

A feature omKorea's "culture of letters" brings out the fact that Korean moveable 
priming predates Johann Gutenberg. And. our regular feature, life and Lore.this time 
deals with the traditional cure folr illnese which is nothing but the magic and 
witch-craft that are, prevalent among the traditional societies in various parts of Asia 
and Africa * 
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President Chun Doo Hwan began hts tour of ASEAN countries 
on June 25, to explore ways end means to enhance mutually 
beneficial cooperation between Kona and the ASEAN coon- 
tnes. and below Palsengion HeH at the Popchusa temple In 
Chungchong Pukdo 
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Korea-ASEAN 
Ties Strengthen 


THE PRESIDENCY 



P RESIDENT Chun DooHwan ar¬ 
rived in Jakarta, Indonesia, on 
June 25 on the first leg of his 
state visits to five ASEAN countries. 
The presidential couple and the 
accompanying party were given a 
warm welcome on their arrival at 
Jakarta Later in the evening the In¬ 
donesian President hosted a banquet 
in honour of the visiting President. 

In his banquet speech President 
Chun stressed the need for coopera¬ 
tion and said "the developing nations 
can better protect sovereignty and 
political independence" Expressing 
his hope that ASEAN will continue to 
grow and write a constructive new 
chapter in regional cooperation. Presi¬ 
dent Chun said, "a great Pacific age 
will soon unfold as a result of con¬ 
tinuing cooperation among ASEAN 
and other Pacific basin countries in 
the political, economic, and other 
fields" 

Praising Indonesia's decision to 
establish formal relations with the 
Republic of Korea, President Chun 
emphasized that all Korean people are 
grateful to President Suharto for his 
understanding of the Korean question 
and for his unflagging support of the 
Republic of Korea on the world stage. 
"It is my sincere hope that the friendly 
cooperation between our two nations 
will develop and grow even rapidly in 
the future". President Chun said. 

In his speech President Suharto 
said, Indonesia would respect what¬ 
ever decision the Republic of Korea 
take concerning its future. "As a. 
friend we believe that under President 
Chun's guidance, the people of the 
Republic of Korea will be able to take 
the best decision for themselves", 
the Indonesian President said. 

On June 26 the two presidents met 
at the Merdeka Palace and exchanged 
candid views on global, regional and 


bilateral issues and agreed that the 
sustained economic development of 
the developing nations is vital to their 
peace and prosperity and political sta¬ 
bility. 

Lee Wong-hee, Senior Press 
Secretary to the President said that 
President Suharto, reaffirming the 
basic stand of his government that all 
issues originating from the Korean 
peninsula be settled by Koreans them¬ 
selves through dialogue, highly 
praised the January 12 and June 5 
offers of President Chun to North 
Korea's President Kim ll-sung to meet 
him without any condition 

Talking to newsmen, after the sum¬ 
mit meeting. President Chun said, he 
would push ahead with his efforts to 
pursue peaceful solution of the Ko¬ 
rean question patiently, eventhough 
North Korea was yet to respond affir¬ 
matively to his proposals for direct 
talks with Kim ll-sung. The President 
added: "I am not so naive as to think 
that one meeting with Kim ll-sung will 
solve all the problems pending be¬ 
tween the two sides of Korea, but 
such a meeting, if realized would 
certainly ■ make a good beginning.” 
President Chun warned that North 
Korea would be reduced to ashes if 
Pyongyang attacked the Republic of 


Korea, which has the capability and 
power st.ong enough to defeat North 
Korea. 

A joint communique issued in Jakar¬ 
ta on June 27 said that the talks 
between the two Presidents contri¬ 
buted significantly to the enhance¬ 
ment of mutual understanding be¬ 
tween the two countries. 

The two Presidents being aware of 
the richness of their respective cultu¬ 
ral heritages, recognized their need 
for further promoting cultural ex¬ 
changes in such fields as sports, arts, 
education and mass media and 
deepening mutual understanding be¬ 
tween the two peoples. 

The communique said that thg two 
Presidents reviewed the situation in 
Asia and the Pacific region, with spe¬ 
cial reference to Northeast Asia and 
Southeast Asia. They shared the view 
that the peace and security of their 
respective regions*are closely related 
to each other and indispensable for 
the maintenance of peace and stabil¬ 
ity of Asia as well as the world as a 
whole. 

President Chun, explaining the 
situation in Northeast Asia, stated that 
the Republic of Korea has continued 
its efforts to keep peace and security 
in the region and to prevent a recur- 




rence of war in the Korean peninsula. 
President Suharto expressed his 
appreciation to President Chun for his 
explanation and commended the 
efforts of the Republic of Korea in this 
regard. 

President Suharto appraised Presi¬ 
dent Chun of the situation in South¬ 
east Asia and steps taken by Indone¬ 
sia to secure peace and stability in the 
region as embodied in the ASEAN 
proposal for the zone of peace free¬ 
dom and neutrality in Southeast Asia. 
President Chun affirmed his support 
for the ASEAN proposal 
President Chun, reviewed the situa¬ 
tion in the Korean peninsula and ex¬ 
plained in detail the Republic of 
Korea's efforts to reduce tension and 
consolidate peace on the Korean 
peninsula with a view to achieve 
unification of Korea through peaceful 
means. He particularly emphasized 
that the only realistic way to resolve 
the Korean question peacefully is to 
hold direct talks between the highest 
authorities of South and North Korea, 
as proposed by him on January 12 and 
June 5, 1981. 

President Suharto, reaffirmed his 
government's policy that the Korean 
question should be resolved by peace¬ 
ful means through dialogue, and sup¬ 
ported the direct talks between the 
two parts of Korea. 

In turn, President Chun expressed 
his appreciation for the understanding 
and support given by the Indonesian 
Government to the position of the 
Republic of Korea at the United Na¬ 
tions, the nonaligned conferences and 
other international forums. 

President Chun expressed his view 
that the admission of both South and 
North Korea into the United nations as 
an interim measure pending the 
peaceful reunification of Korea, would 
contribute to easing tension and help 
create an international atmosphere 
conducive to national reconciliation 
and peaceful reunification. 

President Suharto supported the 
efforts for the realization of the entry 
of both South and North Korea into 
the United Nations in accordance with 
the principle of universality embodied 
in the United Nations charter. 

The two Presidents agreed to 
further expahd and diversify mutually 
beneficial trade and economic coop¬ 


eration between the two countries 
They recognized the need to widen 
the scope of cooperation between the 
two countries in such fields as energy 
resources exploitation, construction 
projects, fisheries, agriculture de¬ 
velopment, transfer of technology, 
and joint ventures in manufacturing 
and processing industries, and agreed 
to promote their collaboration to this 
end. 

The two Presidents also agreed to 
explore ways and means to enhance 
mutually beneficial cooperation be¬ 
tween Korea and the ASEAN member 
countries 

The communique also said that 
President and Mrs Chun invited Presi¬ 
dent and Madam Suharto to visit the 
Republic of Korea at an early date, and 
President Suharto accepted the invita¬ 
tion 


At a time when Korea and its 
Southeast Asian neighbours 
are entering into a growing 
economic partnership, Presi¬ 
dent Chun's state visits to 
these countries are expected 
to pave the way for more 
fruitful and practical bilateral 
exchanges in the area of trade 
and economic cooperation be¬ 
tween Korea and each of the 
five ASEAN nations. 


The Joint communique was issued 
after an unscheduled meeting be¬ 
tween the two Presidents on the 
morning of June 27 at the residence 
of tfie Indonesian President. 

The President alongwith his entour¬ 
age left for Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia on 
the second leg of his ASEAN visits on 
June 29. 

Earlier in his departure statement at 
the Kimpo International airport in 
Seoul, President Chun Doo Hwan 
said,—recent international develop¬ 
ments, especially in East Asia, in¬ 
creased the need for closer friendly 
and cooperative relations with the 
ASEAN countries The President said, 
he was convinced that Korea and the 
ASEAN countries, being at a compara¬ 
ble level of development, could expect 
their growth to be stimulated through 


complimentary and cooperative rela¬ 
tions, and an exchange of their re¬ 
spective lessons in development. 
"My intention is to discuss in earnest 
with the ASEAN leaders ways to 
promote peace in the Asian-Pacific 
region, including the Korean peninsu¬ 
la, and explain to them our en¬ 
deavours to explore a new era with 
greater expectation and stronger de¬ 
termination than at any other time in 
our past'', the President said. 

President Chun was accompanied 
by a 20-member entourage, including 
the Deputy Prime Mimsterand Minister 
of Economic Planning Board Shin 
Byong-hyun Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Lho Shin-yong, Minister of 
National Defence Choo Young-bock, 
Minister of Energy and Resources 
Park Bonghwan, and Presidential 
Secretary General Kim Kyung-won. 

Piesident Chun Doo Hwan is the 
first Korean President to visit all the 
five ASEAN countries. His visits 
underscores the growing importance 
the Republic of Korea attaches to its 
relations, both economic and political, 
with its neighbours in Southeast Asia. 

With rich natural resources and 
physical proximity, the ASEAN coun¬ 
tries are an important source of raw 
materials for Korea endowed with few 
resources In turn, the Republic of 
Korea is now capable of providing 
relatively low-cost but advanced tech¬ 
nical knowhow, which these nations 
need to develop their industry and 
exploit their resources 

At a time when Korea and its 
Southeast Asian neighbours are enter¬ 
ing into a growing economic part¬ 
nership, President Chun's state visits 
to these countries are expected to 
pave the way for more fruitful and 
practical bilateral exchanges in the 
area of trade and economic and tech¬ 
nical cooperation between Korea and 
each of the five nations. 

Details on how to expand Korea's 
economic relations with these nations 
will be worked out at the working 
level meetings during the visits and 
afterward, but it will be the summit 
meetings between President Chun 
and his Southeast Asian hosts which 
will provide the momentum needed to 
accelerate such growth at heads of 
state level. 



THE NATION _ 

THE SPIRIT OF 
DEMOCRACY 


I N line with the spirit of democracy 
advocated by President Chun Doo 
Hwan, he had invited leaders of 
political parties for a luncheon meet¬ 
ing at Chong Wa De, the presidential 
mansion, on June 19, 1981 and dis¬ 
cussed with them his forthcoming 
tour of ASEAN countries and other 
state affairs. This was his second 
such meeting with political leaders 
after he assumed office. The first 
meeting was on Feb. 19, immediately 
after return from his state visit to the 
United States. 

Chong Wa De Spokesman Lee 
Woong Hee said after the meeting 
that views were exchanged between 
the President and the party leaders in 
a "pleasant yet sincere atmosphere” 
during the luncheon which lasted 
three hours. 

The Spokesman said, after being 
briefed on the "purpose and signi¬ 
ficance" of the ASEAN trip, the politic¬ 
al leaders expressed their wish that 
President Chun's visit will prove to be 
a success 

The political leaders present at the 
meeting were: Lee Chai-hyung, chair¬ 
man of the Democratic Justice party, 
Yoo Chi-song, president of the Demo¬ 
cratic Korea party; Kim Chong-chul, 
president of the Korea National Party; 
Koh Jung-hoon, chairman of the 
Democratic Socialist Party; Kim Eui- 
taek, president of the Civil Rights 
Party; and, Kim Kap-soo, president of 
the Shmjong (New Political) party. 

Body Planned For Diplomacy 

The chairman of the National 
Assembly Steering Committee, Lee 
Jong-chan said last month that the 
assembly plans to establish soon the 
Parliamentary Diplomacy Steering 
Commission to carry out parliamen¬ 
tary diplomacy in an effective and 
systematic manner. 


Lee Jong-chan stated that the com¬ 
mission, to be headed by the Assem¬ 
bly Speaker, will oversee the Korean 
Committee of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) and 27 inter-parlia- 
mentary friendship associations. 

Parliamentary diplomacy has so far 
been intermittent, impromptu and dis¬ 
continuous, the chairman pointed out. 

To help enhance the efficiency of 
parliamentary diplomacy the Korean 
committee of IPU would be divided 
into five.subpanels, so that they can 
make "systematic and continuous 
studies" of problems concerning par¬ 
liamentary diplomacy in their respec¬ 
tive fields. 

Korean delegates to future IPU 
meetings will be picked Tram the 
members of the five subpanels to 
help retain continuity and speciality of 
parliamentary diplomacy, he noted. 

He continued that the forthcoming 
Parliamentary Diplomacy Commission 
may be made up of the speaker, two 
vice-speakers and leaders of floor 
caucuses 

Welfare Of The Disabled 

The nation's biggest library for the 
blind was dedicated at the campus of 
Korea Social Works College in Kyong- 
san County near Taegu recently. First 
Lady Lee Soon-ja and Minister of 
Education Rhee Kyu-ho cut the ribbon 
to open the three-storied library which 
is expected to play a significant role in 
the education of the blind. The library 
required a total outlay of more than 
$500,000. The library is equipped with 
rooms for printing and recording 
books in braille in addition to reading 
rooms. By 1986, the college library 
plans to - produce an estimated 
431,000 volumes of textbooks and 
other material in braille for the nation's 
100,000 blind, according to college 


officials. Equipped with 13,800 
volumes now, the library will lend 
books by mail or other means to any 
blind person free of charge, college 
officials said. 

The government has a number of 
other welfare schemes for the dis¬ 
abled. In the International Year of the 
Disabled Persons, the Korean Govern¬ 
ment plans some 150 commemora¬ 
tive events such as exhibitions, athle¬ 
tic meets and vocational competitions 
for the handicapped. A highlight of 
them was the observance of the Day 
of the Disabled on April 20. On that 
day, aid equipments were provided 
free of charge to handicapped per¬ 
sons, and those who made outstand¬ 
ing contributions to their welfare were 
cited. The government has worked 
out a long-term plan to promote the 
welfare of the handicapped. This in¬ 
cludes financial aid to needy families 
with disabled persons and expansion 
of rehabilitation and vocational training 
facilities. 

Economy 

"Korean economy was apparently cre¬ 
dited with a sustained, stable growth 
by international financiers and foreign 
economic ministers I met," Minister 
of Finance Lee Seung-Yun said last 
month. 


First Lady Lea Soon-fa talks to a blind child at the Korea Social 
Works College 













Saemaul Movement is an inspiration for the people of Korea to work for self help and cooperation. Here, villagers are seen digging an irrigation canal 


Fresh from his four-continent three- 
week tour, Minister Lee told a press 
conference at Kimpo International Air¬ 
port that he now feels the nation's 
cost of borrowing on international 
money markets will turn more favour¬ 
able. 

The finance minister had led the 
Korean delegation to the conventions 
of three international financial orga¬ 
nisations and made a stopover in 
Bahrain to meet with its government 
officials and discuss about bilateral 
economic cooperations. 

The occasions at which Korea was 
represented by Minister Lee were this 
year's general meeting^, of the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) and the 
African Development Bank (AFDB) 
and the charter meeting of the Euro¬ 
market Institute. 

"They, the financiers and ministers, 
seemed fairly optimistic about the 
future course of our economy", Lee 
said, describing the general view, 
lately held by international financial 
community toward Korea. 

He said that the outside worries 
were chiefly about the nation’s recent 
political, social and economic unrest. 
"Now they are almost aghast at the 
quick pace at which Korea has pulled 
itself out of the temporary wobbly 


situation; they share a view that we 
can have our economy move again 
forward". 

The top financial policymaker said 
the bankers and government officials 
he met during his trip gave him their 
commitments to continued economic 
cooperations with the nation. 

Saemaul Undong 

The nation's Saemaul Undong (New 
Community Movement), a rural and 
urban community modernizatior 
drive, is gaining growing attention 
abroad, particularly in member coun¬ 
tries of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

The 11-year-old community de¬ 
velopment drive, accenting the spirit 
of diligence, self-help and coopera¬ 
tion, has been acclaimed by many 
foreign dignitaries who have de¬ 
scribed it as the backbone of the 
"miracle on the Han River." 

"If you want to study development 
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policies, go to Korea." This phrase 
which is reportedly heard throughout 
developing countries in Asia suggests 
how foreigners evaluate it. 

The movement, initiated in April 
1970, to promote an affluent welfare 
society, has played a key role in 
achieving rural modernisation in the 
1970s, thus drawing the keen interest 
of foreign policy-makers. 

The ASEAN member countries, to 
which President Chun Doo Hwan 
made state visits from June 25 to July 
9, have shown particular interest in 
the Saemaul Undong and introduced 
its concept for application to their own 
development programmes. 

They have carried out several rural 
and urban modernisation and develop¬ 
ment movements which are pat¬ 
terned after Korea's Saemaul Undong. 

Since 1973, a total of 13,603 fore¬ 
igners from -93 countries, most of 
them from the ASEAN countries, vi¬ 
sited Korea to learn about the move¬ 
ment. 

Many colleges and other academic 
institutes around the world are study¬ 
ing the movement and now it has 
emerged as a new model for rural 
modernization and comprehensive 
national development, Saemaul of¬ 
ficials said. 






SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS 


Unified Korean 
Olympic T earn 
Proposed 


R EPUBLIC of Korea pursues its 
policy of peaceful unification of 
the divided land, irrespective of 
the fact that all its efforts have so far 
been fruitless because of the un¬ 
favourable response from the North 
Korean authorities. President Chun 
Doo Hwan's historic January 12 prop¬ 
osal for an exchange of visits between 
the highest authorities of the South 
and the North was followed by his 
June 5 call for a summit meeting 
between- the two sides The most 
significant suggestion in this proposal 
was that North Korean authorities 
were free to choose the venue and 
time of the meeting. President Chun 
had also proposed opening of both the 
societies to pave the way for national 
unification, and suggested if the North 
cannot open its society immediately, 
exchanges could begin in the field of 
athletics, culture and arts, postal com¬ 
munication and economic activities. 

New Proposal 

These historic proposals were fol¬ 
lowed by another proposal from the 
president of the Korean Olympic Com¬ 
mittee and the Korea Amatuer Sports 
Association to form a unified South- 
North team to pariticipate in the 23rd 
Olympics in 1984. and if possible in 
other international athletic events to 
be held before that date, including the 
9th Asian Games to be held in India in 
1982. The proposal to the chairman of 
the North Korean Qlympic Committee 


and the North Korean Sports Gui¬ 
dance Committee was made in a 
statement issued in Seoul, on June 
19, 1981 The statement said that the 
60 million Koreans in the South and 
the North have long desired to find 
some way to restore trust between 
the two sides and to lessen the agony 
of national division. "I believe it is 
possible to alleviate the pain of divi¬ 
sion significantly through various ex¬ 
changes in the field of athletic com¬ 
petition, " the president of the Korean 
Olympic Committee said in his state¬ 
ment. 


60 million Koreans in the 
South and the North have 
long desired to find some way 
to restore trust between the 
two sides and to lessen the 
agony of national division. It is 
possible to alleviate the pain 
of national division signi¬ 
ficantly through various ex 
changes in the field of athletic 
competition 


"Since various international athletic 
events are to take place during the 
1980s, active exchanges including 
goodwill matches in various sports 
between'athletes from the South and 
the North and participation in those 
events will contribute considerabfy to 
create conditions for national concord. 


"Since early consultation between 
the two sides will be necessary if 
such a team is to be formed, repre¬ 
sentatives of the South and the North 
hold a meeting in Seoul, Pyongyang or 
Panmunjom at an early date." 

The proposal was made through 
this statement because, at the mo¬ 
ment all means of communication 
have been cut off between the South 
and the North. 


Fishing Boat Seized 


These peace gestures, however, 
did not change the aggressive posture 
of the North Korean authorities. On 
June 11, barely six days after Presi¬ 
dent Chun proposed the summit 
meeting, North Korean armed patrol 
vessels seized a fishing boat of the 
Republic of Korea, near Inchon. 
According to the National Fisheries 
Administration (NFA), though the 
fishing boat temporarily lost its course 
because of "poor visibility, rough seas 
and misjudged chart reading", it did 
not violate the demarcation line when 
the North Korean patrol boats siezed 
the vessel. The NFA strongly urged 
the' North Korean authorities to re¬ 
patriate innocent fishermen im¬ 
mediately along with the hijacked 
fishing vessel and demanded an im¬ 
mediate end to such hijackings. 

North Korea has also intensified 
agitation and slander against the Re¬ 
public of Korea both domestically and 
internationally, while rejecting the lat¬ 
ter’s efforts to resume the inter- 
Korean dialogue and bring the day of 
unification closer as characterised by 
President Chun Doo Hwan's proposal 
that the top leaders of South and 
North Korea vi^jt each other. 

Condemns Negative 
Attitude 


Faced with the negative attitude of 
North Korea, the Republic of Korea 
had no option but to condemn the 
North Korean attitude. In a statement 
issued, on June 20, T981, the Govern¬ 
ment Spokesman said: "Day after 
day, the North Korean Communists 



have been mobilizing the people in 
mass rallies to stir public emotions in 
favour of communizing the South. 
Moreover, they have been scattering 
large number of seditious leaflets 
throughout the South and vehemently 
slandering the South in all their broad 
casts. 

"They have also been infiltrating 
espionage agents into the South with 
the intention of creating confusion 
and inciting internal division. 

"The North Korean Communists 
have accelerated their propaganda 
activities against the Republic in fore¬ 
ign countries and have taken advan¬ 
tage of some sympathetic people to 
promote deceptive "peace" offensive 
by any means available. 


"It is preposterous for the North 
Korean Comm finis ts to contend that 
they can discuss the issue of unifica¬ 
tion only 'with forces in alliance with 
Communists' who’ do not oppose the 
Communist cause of North Korea', 
arguing that the indimbent Govern¬ 
ment of the Republic of Korea 'cannot 
be a party to the talks' but must be a 
'target of destruction.' This attitude 
speaks for itself. 

"They have no interest in improving 
inter-Korean relations or in the peace¬ 
ful unification of the land, and they 
have not abandoned their determina¬ 
tion to communize the whole Korean 
peninsula by fomenting confusion in 
the South and then overthrowing the 
government. 


"The intensification of activities 
against the South obviously reflects 
their irritation with the fact that South 
Korean society has been stabilised 
and that our diplomatic standing and 
national strength have been enhanced 
since the birth of the Fifth Republic. 

"On the other hand, with a new era 
beginning in the South, the govern¬ 
ment and people have unceasingly 
urged the North Korean authorities, 
with patience and sincerity, to resume 
the inter-Korean dialogue in the in¬ 
terest of peace and in order to allevi¬ 
ate the suffering resulting from 
national division as quickly as 
possible. 

"The abuses and slander with 
which North Korea reacts to our 


efforts and proposals are a crime 
agaipst the nation and spotlights their 
greed to bring the entire Korean 
peninsula under their own control. 
They can hardly escape the conde¬ 
mnation of the entire Korean people. 

"On this occasion, we serve strong 
warning to the North Korean author¬ 
ities that unification under Commun¬ 
ism by force of arms is no more than a 
wild daydream that can never be 
realised, and that if they ever again 
provoke a war, they will be destroyed. 

"We strongly urge the North Ko¬ 
rean authorities to accept our January 
12 and June 5 porposals at an early 
date and to resume the inter-Korean 
dialogue aimed at the peaceful unifica¬ 
tion of the land." 


SEOUL CULTURE SCENE 


Palestine Children's 
Exhibition 

T HE Palestine Children's Picture 
Exhibition was held at the exhibi¬ 
tion hall of the Korea-Arab 
Friendship Society (KAFS) in Seoul 
last month as part of a cultural ex¬ 
change programme between Korea 
and the Arab world. More than 200 
dignitaries attended the opening. 

Among those present at the cere¬ 
mony were Gong Ro-myung, Assis¬ 
tant Foreign Minister for Political 
Affairs; Dr. Rew Joung-yole, chairman 
of the board of directors of KAFS; 
Philippine Ambassador Nicanor T. 
Jimenez, and Essa Al-Nowaiser, 
Charge d’Affairs of Saudi Arabia. 

A total of 91 works were on display, 
including 25 works by children and 36 
photographs depicting Palestine. 
Tanks, planes, tents and houses were 
the principal subjects of their draw¬ 
ings expressing the tragedy of the 
war. 

The paintings were offered by 
Muna Soudi who visited the Baqaa 
Camp in Jordan in 1968 and gave 
Palestine children paper and crayons 
to express themselves. 

ICSK Cultural Programme 1981 

N INETY-TWO foreigners repre¬ 
senting 20 countries last month 
received certificates from the 
International Cultural Society of Korea 
(ICSK) after completing ICSK- 
sponsored spring class of the Korean 
Cultural Programme 1981. They in¬ 
cluded 26 students from culture class, 
44 students from language class and 
22 students from Oriental brush paint¬ 
ing class. 

"I believe that learning the language 
and culture of another country is the 
most ideal way to understand the 
people of that country," said Kim 
Kyn-taek, president of the ICSK, at the 
commencement ceremony. 

Kim said that "language and culture 
reveal the development of a people, 
their views of life and the values they 
cherish." 


With a new era beginning in the South, the govern¬ 
ment and people have unceasingly urged the 
-.North Korean authorities with patience and sincer¬ 
ity, to resume the inter-Korean dialogue, in the 
interest of peace and in order to alleviate the 
suffering resulting from national division, as quick¬ 
ly as possible. 




TOURISM 


CHUNGCHONG PUKDO: 
An inland tourist 
attraction 


C HUNGCHONG pukdo or north 
Chungchong province has va¬ 
rious tourist attractions, includ¬ 
ing Buddhist temples, beautiful moun¬ 
tains and scenic spots, national trea¬ 
sures and monuments. The province 
is not far from Seoul; it is well 
connected with air and surface trans¬ 
port. 

Mt. Sogri: Mt. Sogri in Chung¬ 
chong pukdo is one of the eight most 
scenic places in Korea. The mountain 
consists of nine strangely shaped 
peaks including Chonwangbong, 
1,057 metres above sea level, which 
has been called the Little Diamond 
Mountain since ancient times. The 
mountain, 65 km away from either 


Chongju or Taejon, brings visitors to a 
world completely isolated from earth¬ 
ly life, but access is very convenient. 
Mt. Sogri is designated as a national 
park. 

Popchu-sa Temple: This is the 
chief temple of the Chungchong re¬ 
gion. One of the five major temples in 
Korea, Popchu-sa nestles at the foot 
of Mt. Sogri. The temple was built 
after High Priest Uisang brought 
home Buddhist scriptures from India 
in the 14th year of the reign of King 
Chinhung, the 24th monarch of Silla, 
in A.D. 553. Several national treasures 
are preserved at the temple including 
Palsangjon Hall. 


Palsangjon Hall: Palsangjon Hall 
was built during the reign of Silla King 
Chinhung and reconstructed in 1624 
during the reign of Yi Dynasty King 
Injo. The antique wooden structure.: 
measures 162 square metres in floor 
space and 23 metres in height, and is 
supported by 561 pillars. Enshrined 
there are a biography of Buddha and 
small images numbering more than 
500. The only extant fiVe-level 
wooden stupa in the country is pre¬ 
served here, a sculpture carved out of 
one post. This Hall is national treasure 
No. 55 

Mirukbul: The statue of Maitreya 
which overlooks the Popchu-sa Tem¬ 
ple precincts in front of Palsangjon 
Hall measures 33 metres in height, 
the largest of its kind in the Orient. 
The work to erect this giant Buddha 
statue was started in 1939 and the 
dedication ceremony was held in 
1963. 

Ssangsaja Soktung: This stone 
lantern with twin lions is 3.3 metres in 
. height, the oldest and largest of its 
kind in Korea. A work of the Silla era, 
the lantern is decorated with designs 
which exhibit excellent sculptural skill. 

Soknyonji Pong: Designated as 
National Treasure No 64, this symbo¬ 
lic pond is three metres deep and 6.65. 
metres in circumference. Complete^ ; 
during the reign of Silla King Songdok, 
in the seventh century, this sculpture 
symbolizes a lotus pood of paradise. 


ptunam nock of Popehuu tompto*Th9 rock tot from 9 high 
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raeungjon Hall: Rebuilt in 1624 
during the reign of King Injo of Yi 
Dynasty, this main hall measures 360 
square metres in floor space and 19 
metres in height. Enshrined there is 
an image of seated Buddha, 5.5 
metres in height, attended upon by 
two Bodhisattavas. 

Yonsong: Designated as National 
Monument No 103, this old pine tree 
stands at the roadside 3.5 km south of 
Popchu-sa Temple. When King Sejo of 
the Yi Dynasty was on his way to 
Pockchon Hermitage for prayer and 
rest, he saw the pine tree raise its 
branches as if to let him pass. There¬ 
upon the king knighted the tree with 
court rank. This was an optical illusion 


causecKby the slope of the road as one 
approaches the tree. 

Tanyang's Eight Scenic Spots: 

Located along the upper stream of the 
South Han River, which runs through 
the Sobaek Mountain Range, Tanyang 
has been called the Second Outer 
Diamond Mountain since ancient 
times. Eight scenic places are scat¬ 
tered in and around Tanyang. 


Clockwise, a huge stone lotus vase at Popchusa. the 
33-metre high statue of Mattreya at the Popchusa 
temple, on the nght ts the Palsang/on Hall, an 
exquisite stone lantern at Popchusa. and the Yonsong, 
the ancient pine tree. 



5000 Years of Korean Art 

THE KOREAN TOUCH 


T HE touring exhibition of "5,000 Years 
of Korean Art" will be opened at the 
Natural Museum of Natural History of 
the Smithsonian Institution in Washington 
D.C. on July 15. This will be the eighth and 
final leg of the touring exhibition which had 
already been on view in seven other ma|or 
cities in the United States—San Fransisco, 
Seattle, Chicago, Cleveland, Boston, New 
York and Kansas City—attracting more than 
1,053,000 visitors. Korean News in its Janu¬ 
ary 1981 issue featured the touring "5,000 
Years of Korean Art" with a two-page colour 
plates highlighting the Korean artifacts. 

A film on the "5,000 Years of Korean Art" 
was screened at the AIFACS hall in New 
Delhi on June 23, 1981. The review of the 
film show, written by well-known art critic 
Krishna Chaitanya, who is also chairman of 
the AIFACS, is reproduced here from The 
Hindustan Times 


Though the heat and the humidity seem to 
have discouraged exhibitions during the (third 
week of June) art-lovers got superb compensa¬ 
tion from the film on the art traditions of Korea 
shown at AIFACS [he film is an imaginatively 
produced documentary on the exhibition of 
Korean art which has already been held at many 
American centres including New York's Metro¬ 
politan Museum and is scheduled to open at the 
Smithsonian in Washington on July 15 
While something is known <n this country 
about the art traditions of China and Japan, 
there is very little awareness of the role played 
by peninsular Korea in the assimilation of 
impulses from the mainland and their transmis¬ 
sion to the islands of Japan Actually, Buddhism 
reached Japan in 552 with a letter of recom¬ 
mendation to Emperor Kimmei from a Korean 
monarch who wrote " This teaching is the most 
excellent of all teachings. Just as the Chintama- 
m jewel is said to give inexhaustible wealth to 


its possessor so the treasure of this glorious 
law never ceases to give assurance to those 
who seek it. Moreover, it has come to Korea 
from far-off India, and the peoples of the 
countries lying between these two are all now 
its supporters" 

Fragments of tiles with deep relief figurations 
of the Bodhisattva. dating back to the seventh 
century show that if Chinese models have been 
the initial inspiration, they have been naturalised 
and sculpture has acquired a liveliness that is 
characteristically Korean This distinctiveness is 
maintained in the sculptures in stone, bronze 
and wood of the various Buddhist divinities and 
the guardian figures of the shrines 

The cult of Maitreya was especially popular in 
Korea and there is an abundance of sculptural 
representations from the early seventh century 
onwards The Korean Maitreya, with treatment 
of drapery in lovely folds, smoothly moulded 
torso and meditative serenity of visage, be¬ 
cause a model which was widely imitated in 
Japan 

When painting became secular the emancipa¬ 
tion from Chinese influenco became rapid. The 
Ming style has been enlivened by humour in the* 4 
fifteenth century painting that shows a sage in 




The life of ordinary people was also repre¬ 
sented, in a more popular style and with light 
humour in the episodes. 

Not widely known is the fact that Korea 
produced movable types to reproduce the 
sacred scriptures two centuries before Guten¬ 
berg After using the Chinese script for centur¬ 
ies, Korea evolved its own much simplified 
script and the calligraphy was as beautiful as 
the Chinese or the Japanese, though distinct 
from both. 

A revelation was the wealth of gold jewellery 
which perhaps surpassed in workmanship the 
objects in gold from ancient Thrace exhibited at 
the National Museum a few months back 
Characteristically Korean is the use of glass 
beads and ornamental jade pieces along with 
gdld in crowns and other jewels Very thin 
pieces of sheet gold respond to the slightest 
tremor of the wind and anticipate the mobiles of 
Kalder 

Korean ceramics prominently figured in the 
film on the exhibition and there was another 
film specially devoted to Korean celadon The 
Koreans perfected the technique of incising 
decorative motifs into the surface and filling 
them with a slip in another colour. The re¬ 
sources of filmic art were sensitively utilized for 
showing the derivation of these motifs by 
juxtaposing details with cranes, ducks, and 
lotuses in their natural ambience If not as 
elegant as the celadons of the sixteenth cen¬ 
tury, delightful and homely are the rough and 
rustic ceramics of the seventeenth century with 
simple designs in black or white slip. 


This 15th century white porcelain tar with j pme tree 
and bamboo design, is so compactly dw orated events 
entire surface 



NATIONAL ART 
EXHIBITION 

T HE spring division of the 30th 
National Art Exhibition was held 
in Seoul from May 22 to June 
15. The exhibits featured calligraphic 
works, handicrafts, architectural de¬ 
signs, and photographs. 

The award-winning artists are, cal¬ 
ligrapher So Kyong-bo, handicraft 
artist Pak Su-chol. architectural desig¬ 
ner Park Hong and photographer Mrs 
Lee Un-ju. Each winner is entitled to a 
cash prize of about $2,240. 

Sponsored by the Korean Culture 
and Arts Foundation, this year's spring 
art event also produced two special 
winners. They were senior photo 
artist Lee Chong-kang of Seoul, who 
won an "Invited Artist Award" for his 
work "The Era of the Ancient Times," 
and handicraft artist Ms Yu Rl-ji of 
Seoul, who captured a "Recom¬ 
mended Artist Award" for her work 



"Cup". 

So Kyong-bo of Taegu City, the 
winner of the most coveted Grand 
Prize in the division of calligraphy for 
his work "Myongdok Haengdo" ("The 
Virtue and Decorum"), is a professor 
at the Yeungnam University College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 

In the handicraft division, Pak Su- 
chol, 34, of Pusan was the winner of 
the highest Grand Prize for his "Sim¬ 
plicity—81 It took him three months 
to complete his work. He once dis¬ 
played a number of handicraft works 
in Los Angeles 

Architectural artist Park Hong, 41, 
won the highest Grand Prize in the 
division of architectural design for his 
entry "Archi-Topia". The artist, who 
now lives in Seoul, is an assistant 
professor at the Chungang University 
College of Arts. 

Meanwhile, the most coveted 
award in the photography division 
went to Mrs Lee Un-ju, 36, of Seoul, 
who has 10-years experience as a 
photographer. She won the highest 
award for her work "Joy". 

"Simplicity 61 ". handicrafts work by Pak Su<hot top , and 
caMgraphic work by So Kyong-bo, both Grand Prin wmnprs 





KOREA’S CULTURE 
OF LETTERS 


U NLIKE in the West, the ancient 
culture of Korea was not domin¬ 
ated by a "culture of speaking". 
Instead there were village schools and 
confucian academies engaged in 
mastering Chinese characters and 
classical literature, resulting in what 
might be termed as a "culture of 
letters". It has also led to some 
notable contributions to the world’s 
cultural history which have come to 
light only in recent years. 

This "culture of letters" encompas¬ 
ses not only handwritten calligraphy, 
but books and other printed materials 
as well and it is that area that Korea 
has begun to win some belated inter¬ 
national recognition. 

An archeologist's excavation, or a 
chance discovery, can result in pages 
of history having to be rewritten, as 
yet more unknown past suddenly 
comes to light. 

A couple of such discoveries have 
indeed surprised historians of the 
development of communications 
media, and some long-established 
theories and assumptions regarding 
the history of printing have been 
overthrown as a result. 

The first of these came about 15 
years ago in Kyongju, the capital of 
Korea's Silla Dynasty (57 B.C.—A.D. 
935), and the second followed six 
years later in Paris. 

In October 1966, a roll of printed 
paper 6.5 cm wide and about seven 
metres long was found enclosed in 
the second level of the Sokkatap 
(Buddha Pagoda) standing in the main 
courtyard of Pulguksa, a temple on 
the outskirts of Kyongju. The roll of 12 
sheets of Korean paper fashioned 
from mulberry tree bark was inscribed 
with woodblock prints of a sutra writ¬ 
ten in Chinese characters. 


Until the discovery of the Sokkatap 
scroll, it was believed that the oldest 
printed material in the world was a 
Japanese sutra called "One Million 
Pagodas," printed in A.D. 770 
Appraisals by a series of experts, 
however, resulted in the unanimous 
conclusion that the Korean scroll pre¬ 
dated the Japanese one by at least a 
generation, and perhaps more. 

The experts' strongest evidence is 
that the Sokkatap was built in 751, 
and the temple's records show that 
while Pulguksa itself had been re¬ 
paired or restored several times, the 
pagoda had never been dismantled 


since its construction. In addition, the 
Chinese calligraphy in the sutra indi¬ 
cates that it was written in the early 
8th century. That find went a long way 
to boost Korea's standing in the 
world's "culture of letters." 

Woodblock printing developed 
eventually into printing with movable * * 
metal type, and into the evolution of a 
"culture of printing". Again, the world 
has long credited Johannes Gutenberg 
with the first use of movable type, in 
the famous Bibles he produced in 
1450. 

Against this worldwide assumption, 
Koreans have offered a lonely chal- 


Sokka pagoda at the Pulguksa temple in Kyong/u in which the sewn metres long st roll with woodblock pnntmg was found 





Korea's 19th century trilogy “Myongtu-Powol'Pmg " is the longest novel of its typo in the world It has 235 handwritten volumes, some of which are shown here 


lenge, based on an account in the 
writings of Lee Kyu-Bo, a scholar and 
official of the late Koryo Dynasty 
(935-1392), that a 5-volume antholo¬ 
gy on special manners and rituals of 
the past and present was printed in 
Korea with movable metal type in 
1230—over 200 years before Guten¬ 
berg's Bible. 

The Koreans' lament has been that 
no copies of those books are still 
known to exist, while several libraries 
can boast of copies of Gutenberg's 
books. To foreigners, the Koreans' 
unsubstantiated claims sounded like 
vain, patriotic ambition, with no basis. 

The controversy was unexpectedly 
resolved by events in neither Korea 
nor Germany, on the occasion of a 
UNESCO-sponsored "History of 
Books" exhibition in Paris in the 
spring of 1972. Among the volumes 
on display was a Korean book titled 
"Afcfstftisp Principles of Zen", printed 
with movable metal type, in 13771 

The volume was apparently carried 


to France by Maurice Courant, a 
French bibliographer, when he re¬ 
turned from service with his nation's 
embassy in Seoul near the end of the 
Yi Dynasty (1392-1910). It was later 
placed in the French National Library. 
Korea had benefited from another 
"surprise attack from the past." 

Th|pre is yet another arena in which 
the standard bearers’ of Korea's "cul¬ 
ture of letters" hope to emerge trium¬ 
phant. That concerns the question of 
when and where the world's first 
newspaper was published. Germanv 
has also held credit for that, based on 
records showing that the weekly "Av- 
isa Relations" was first published in at 
least two German cities in 1609, and 
that the "LeipzigerZeitung" launched 
in 1660 was the world's first daily 
newspaper. 

Korean scholars counter that the Yi 
Dynasty chronicles show that the 
court approved a 1577 application by 
some civilian leader to publish a 
"printed daily newspaper" 


After about three months, however, 
the journal's contents aroused the 
king's anger, and its staff was 
punished. The charges included "pro¬ 
fiteering", indicating the paper was a 
commercial enterprise. More than 30 
persons were implicated in what 
appears to have been Korea's first 
case of suppression of the press, 
indicating the scale of the paper's 
operations. 

The court records show that some 
officials petitioned the king to exile 
the offenders, rather than execute 
them, saying that the paper had been 
useful, and that the accused had only 
sought to earn a living by publishing it. 

Regrettably, there is no more sub¬ 
stantive evidence to prove that the 
short-lived newspaper really existed 
nearly a century earlier than the 
"Leipziger Zeitung." But then, one 
never knows when some old archives 
or treasures might turn up, revealing 
yet another "surprise attack from the 
pastl" (Yonhap) 









LIFE AND LORE _ 

WITCH-DOCTOR OR 
PHYSICIAN f 


I N ancient Korea there were magi¬ 
cians or witch-doctors to take care 
of diseases The Korean people 
used Shaman priests and diviners to 
do the job. When a man suffers from 
an illness, it is said that an illness 
entered him. Something in him is not 
wrong but something from outside 
got into him to make something inside 
him wrong. In such a case, recovery 
from the illness meant getting rid of 
that something from the body. To get 
that something out or to cure the 
illness, the use of medicine would be 
less effective than to drive out the 
illness that entered the body. Shaman 
priests were thought to possess the 
power to do so, thus entering the 
medicinal stage first. 

According to the historical records 
that describe the daily life of the Koryo 
Dynasty people, when they became 
ill, they would worship the spirits 
rather than take medicine. It is difficult 
to see, today, the remnants of such a 
practice, but in the thinking of the 
ancient people the influence of super¬ 
natural beings was strong. 

The original function of the Shaman 
was not just to drive the evil spirits out 
of the body, but it was to drive out or 
charm out all evil spirits that bring 
unhappiness to man not only out of 
the body but out of the house also and 
to keep them away from the man and 
his dwelling, so the Shaman took 
upon himself the job of curing dis¬ 
eases. 

The Shaman in his passive aspect 
simply tries to compromise with the 
evil spirits who would then retreat; 
this passive method requires plenty of 
sacrificial food which the spirits relish. 
In return for the offerings the spirits 
are asked to retreat from the body or 
the house or not to approach when 
they are outside. As a gesture of 
entreaty the Shaman would sing, 


chant, dance and pray, rubbing his 
hands, asking humbly for a compro¬ 
mise with the spirits. It shows, in this 
case, man's submission to the super¬ 
human power of the spirits in order to 
put the spirits in a good mood and 
withdraw on their own accord. Good 
food, wine, and dances offered are 
supposed to propitiate the spirits 
The positive method of running 


them out is to confront the spirits with 
a show of hostility. The locality of the 
evil spirits is searched out, and they 
are beaten and locked up in a bottle, 
floated in the river or buried in the 
ground; they may be wounded with a 
sharp knife or stick and driven out* and 
so on The passive and positive 
methods contrast interestingly with 
each other. They are both effective 
according to time and place which the 
Shaman or people concerned decide. 

Divines too have some role in cur¬ 
ing diseases. By divination they find 
out the cause of the illness and advise 
on how to eliminate that cause. In this 
way they are called upon to cure 
various illnesses. 

Misfortune, bad luck, and calamities 
of various kinds were attributed to evil 
spirits When people drive them.out or 
stave them off, most often they use ‘ 





colours; purple, pink, and red. These 
colours belong to the same category 
of colour, red which has been recog¬ 
nized to be most effective in driving 
out the evil spirits. A magic formula 
written in red to be pasted on the wall 
or the inscribed card-amulet in red 
posted on the wall or on posts scares 
the evil spirits away. 

Along with this red colour, red 
beans, red clay, red sandy clay, red 
pills, rouge, balsam, dates, red 
gowns, and so on are used for the 
same effect. The inscribed card- 
amulets in red can still be found in 
many places—on the gate, on top of 
doors of rooms, on the ceiling, in 
domestic animals' sheds, or on the 
walls of barns. The red card-amulets 
have various shapes and diagrams. 
But their meanings are not clear and 
their use has become simply conven¬ 
tionalised. They are used to drive out 
diseases, to fulfil the desire for a good 
job, to secure a harmonious conjugal 
life, to guarantee non-invasion by evil 
spirits, to pray for the safe birth of a 
child, to maintain a peaceful house¬ 
hold, to terminate misfortunes in of¬ 
ficial careers, to repel the concubine 
of one's husband, to secure the birth 
of the male child, to sell or buy a 
house or move in a new house, to 
calm an apprehensive mind, to secure 
peaceful living, to secure longevity, to 
secure many children, to expel 
thieves, to secure the appearance of 
military generals in the family, to 
expiate sin and achieve Buddhahood, 
to avoid sudden death, to maintain 
harmonious relations between father 
and son, etc. 

To have one's way in these categor¬ 
ies people paste up or carry with them 
the red card-amulets that fit the de¬ 
sired category. 

One of the customs that is staged 
according to times and seasons is still 
followed on the day that is thought to 
be the onset of spring. Each house¬ 
hold puts up a sheet of hand-made 
paper with Chinese characters on the 
wall, the ceiling, pillars, or on the gate 
post. The sentence written on the 
paper generally contains a wish for 
happiness and harmony among the 
family that might come with the onset 
of spring. It also wishes that-no illness 
or misfortune befall the family. 


^ 3 SPORTS AND GAMES 


Manila Boxing 
title 

for Korean 

K IM Dongkil of Korea scored over 
Ali Athuman of Kenya to win the 
light welterweight gold medal in 
the President Ferdinand Marcos Cup 
International Amateur Boxing Cham¬ 
pionship. The tall Athuman appeared 
heading for a victory, scoring repeated 
lefts and rights to the head of the 
Korean. And when the 3-2 decision 
was announced, the crowd of about 
10,000 that packed Manila's Rizal 
Coliseum resounded with a boo 
Another Korean finalist, Lee Hyunioo, 
lost his bid in the lightweight class to 
Isaiah Ikhom, also of Kenya, who 
scored a 4-1 decision. Ikhom knocked 
down Lee in the first round with a 
cracking right to the midsection forc¬ 
ing the Korean to take a mandatory 
eight count. 


Korea-Argentina 

share 

President's Cup 


K PREA and Argentina emerged 
joint winners in the 11th annual 
Presidents Cup International 
Football Tournament, the finals of 
which were played in Seoul Stadium 
on June 26. 

Korea's Hwarang team and Argenti¬ 
na's Racing de Cordoba team locked 
in a 2-2 draw before they were 
declared joint winners. The third place 
went to Brazil and fourth place to 
Uruguay. 



Korean Women 
beat Chinese 
in Ping-pong 
doubles 

T HE Korean female junior table 
tennis team beat Communist 
China to win the doubles title in 
the 1981 Canada Open International 
Table Tennis Championships that was 
held in Toronto. 

Korean juniors Pak Un-ju and Paik 
Yang-mi led the attack in the doubles 
finals, outpointing Communist 
Chinese athletes Chang Te-ying and 
Tung Lin with a 3-1 in set score 
(19-21, 21-19, 21-19, 21-17). 

The Korean women were runner-up 
to the Communist Chinese at last 
April's Yugoslavia World Table Tennis 
Championships. They beat the 
Chinese in the doubles at the 1980 
Scandinavian Open tournament last 
November. 



Korean and Argentina captains jointly hold the cham¬ 
pion trophy after a 2-all draw to share the title m the 
11th President's Cup International Football Tourna¬ 
ment in Seoul 




NEWS FROM KOREA 


NEWS FROM KOREA 



An art exhibition m Seoul More much facilities are on the way 


NEW CULTURE POLICY 


T HE government, last month, announced a new 
culture and art policy for the 1980s, which 
includes among other things the creation of an 
"Artists' Fund" for the welfare of senior artists and the 
founding of a national art high school and college. 

Minister of Culture and Information Lee Kwang-pyo 
said in a press conference that under the new policy, 
which he said was prepared in line with the constitu¬ 
tional spirit of the Fifth Republic, all writers and artists 
will be able to join the medical insurance scheme to 
start this year. 

To support the artistic activities of youths, the 
government will sponsor a comprehensive youth art 
festival, and encourage the creation of a youth 
symphony orchestra, youth drama company and a 
youth classical music orchestra. The National Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra will be annexed to the Korea Broad¬ 
casting System, and the National Museum of Modern 
Art and the National Classical Music Institute will have 
their own buildings, the Minister said. 

Minister Lee said, the new policy is intended to 
establish a sense of national integrity by developing an 
independent national culture of a kind that can 
contribute to the creation of a new historical age. 


The policy also includes many other projects includ¬ 
ing compilation and preservation of annals, expansion 
of museum, opening of new culture and art centres 
et<' 

KOREA OBSERVER IN OAS 


T HE Republic of Korea has become a permanent 
observer at the Organisation of American States 
(OAS), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced. 
The decision to admit Korea as one of the 18 
permanent observers at the regional organization of 28 
American states came unanimously at a meeting of its 
24-nation permanent council in Washington last, 
month, the announcement said. Korea is the third 
Asian nation to become a permanent observer at the 
OAS, next to Japan and Saudi Arabia. 

Ministry officials said the Korean^Ambassador to the 
United States will be concurrently appointed perma¬ 
nent observer at the organisation, as is the customary 
practice of other members of observer nations vis-a- 
vis the Washington-based organisation. 

The officials hailed the event as a result of years of 
hard work to strengthen Seoul's relations with Amer¬ 
ican states and said it will pave the way for still more 
friendly and cooperative relations between the Repub¬ 
lic of Korea and these nations. 






Foreign buyers look lor machinery <*t the 1981 Seoul Trade Show 


JOINT VENTURE IN MALAYSIA 


K OREA and Malaysia are promoting an $800 
million joint venture to establish a petrochemical 
complex in Malaysia, a Korean Petro-chemical 
Industries Association official said. The Malaysian 
state-run Petrolium National Derhab Co. (PETRONAS) 
has proposed the joint venture project to the Associa¬ 
tion, seeking a Korean partner capable of providing 
capital and technical assistance necessary for the 
construction of the large-scale complex. PETRONAS is 
reportedly planning to establish the complex in the 
Trenggau area, where natural gas abounds. It will cost 
$800 million for the completion of the complex in 
1986, which vyill produce yearly 150,000 tops of low 
dertsity polyethylene, 40,000 tons of polypropylene 
and 50,000 tons of ethylene glycol, the officials said. 


COMPETITIVE KOREAN MACHINERY 


M ACHINERY made in Korea will be developed as 
major export item since the price of locally made 
machinery is becoming competitive on the world 
market. Ministry of Commerce and Industry sources 
said that the" quality of Korean machinery will be 
improved to f urther enhance the international competi¬ 
tive, edge. * 


According to a recent survey conducted by the 
ministry for 13 major machinery products, six 
machines including ships, lathes, milling machines, 
textile and chemical machines have outstanding inter¬ 
national opportunities. 

For instance, one excavator is exported at $78,000 
up $5,000 over the local market price. The survey 
disclosed that one excavator made in the United 
States costs $125,000 and in Japan $85,000. 

The price of one Korean-made milling machine is 
$4,000 cheaper than Japanese-made milling machine 
and $7,000 cheaper than an American-made milling 
machine. The export price of one Pony car, made by 
Hyundai Motor, is currently set at $2,500 up some 
$150 over the total production cost. 


HYUNDAI WINS JAPANESE CONTRACT 

H YUNDAI Heavy Industries Co., a key subsidiary of 
the Hyundai Group has recently won a $77 
million contract from Esso Production Japan to 
fabricate and supply gigantic offshore jacket structures 
and module support frames for Iwai Gas Development 
Projects. 

The steel jacket resting on seabed measures 78 
meters by 60 meters and is 172 meters high, the 
largest to be built by a Korean yard. The fabrication 
calls for both high technology and versatile production 
facilities including heavy duty lifting and transporting 
equipment. 
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BOOSTING ASEAN TIES 

W HEN President Chun Doo Hwan's plane touched 
down at Kimpo Airport on July 9 winding up a 
fortnight tour through Southeast Asian capitals 
the nation found itself better entrenched in terms of 
overall international standing as well as bilateral 
relations with those countries he had visited. Great 
strides were taken in opening up broader avenues of 
twp-way traffic with the neighboring partners in the 
southwestern Pacific. 

The extensive visits were the first to be made by the 
Chief Executive to Southeast Asia whose role and 
influence have grown increasingly vital in recent years, 
not only within the region but also in the entire world 
community. Tying up the rising international stature of 
the Republic of Korea with the diverse, yet cohesive 
potentiality of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations willgenerate asignificant momentumconduciye 
’ to the stability and development of Asia and the Pacific. 
The five ASEAN members, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Thailand and the Philippines, had not been 
so close to Korea politically and economically as they 
are geographically. The discovery that Korea and these 
nations had so much in common and so much to share 
is very reassuring. Complementation of their mutual 
differences and handicaps is bound to come after the 
identification of common and shared interests. 

The most outstanding product of President Chun's 
round of summit talks with the leaders of the ASEAN 
governments was their explicit concurrence in the 
perception that the peace and security of Northeast Asia 
and those of Southeast Asia are closely inter¬ 
related. 

Within the context of such shared perception those 
ASEAN leaders voiced unqualified endorsement of 
Seoul's continued efforts for easing tension and 
facilitating peaceful unification of the Korean penin¬ 
sula. Their approval of our unification policy further 
reinforced, in the eye of the world, the rationale and 
pragmatism of President Chun's repeated proposal for 
direct dialogue between the highest authorities of 
South and North Korea with no preconditions attached. 
One major fruit of the President's trip to ASEAN 
\ capitals is to be found in unreserved accord reached on 
exploring and supplying the natural resources those 
countries are endowed with. Korea will benefit greatly 
from increased availability of energy, lumber and other 
mineral resources to be offered by ASEAN members, 
who may in turn draw upon the trained manpower and 
experience of Koreans as a newly industrializing 
country in similar circumstances. Such reciprocal and 
highly complementary economic exchange is sure-to 
pay off abundantly. 

—Korea Herald 


IMPETUS TO CULTURE 

A comprehensive set of guidelines and programs for 
promoting cultural and artistic activities and 
advancing the welfare of artists and cultural 
figures in the 1980s was announced by the govern¬ 
ment recently. Most of these ambitious ideas were 
well conceived and imaginative enough to befit a 
growing and maturing nation vibrant with enthusiasm 
and creativity. 

Minister of Culture and Information Lee Kwang-pyo 
outlined several tong term goals of the proposed 
cultural policy. Specifically, the policy is committed to 
the development of an independent and creative 
national culture to give the nation a clear sense of 
identity and self-reliance, improvement of "cultural 
welfare" through equitable distribution of the benefits', 
and amenities of culture, and provision of greater 
support and better social conditions for enhancing the 
artistic and professional abilities of people engaged in 
cultural pursuits. 

It is a bold and forward-looking reorientation of our 
cultural administration to put fresh stress on the 
cultural role of social education, boosting financial and 
other physical incentives to artists and writers and 
equalizing artistic resources and facilities throughout 
the country. 

Now that we have attained considerable economic 
growth and national stature as a modern state, 
increased attention and impetus should go to revitalize 
and promote the artistic and cultural life of the nation. 

An affluent economy makes a■ nation viable and 
solvent, but a flowering art and culture make a nation 
great and respected. —Korea Herald 

NORTH'S REBUFF 

I N a statement issued last month, government 
spokesman Lee Kwang-pyo lashed out at the Pyon¬ 
gyang regime for turning a deaf ear to a series of 
peace proposals made by the Republic of Korea. 

He warned that the North Korean attempt to 
communize the Republic of Korea will eventually lead 
to the collapse of the Korean Communist regime. 

The statement reaffirmed that the unification of the 
Korean peninsula should be made in a peaceful 
manner. 

The North Korean basic policy is that it wiB come to 
the conference table only when the current Seoul 
government is toppled and a government sympathetic 
to Communists is established, it was reported, 

As long as the Communist' regime sticks to its 
scheme to invade the Republic, we have to con¬ 
tinuously push ahead with peace on one hand and 
self-defense on the other. — Chosun llbo 



President Chun Doo Hwan is greeted by die people on his return 
home from ASEAN tour 


EDITOR'S NOTE 


PRESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan's successful tour of the 
'five ASEAN countries had further cameritecj the plppe 
cooperative partnership with these nations to ‘promote 
common national interests. 

Independence Day, August 15, this year bears 
special significance for the Korean people, for it heralds a 
new era marked by the birth of the Fifth Republic, The 
economic progress Korea achieved during the last two 
decades is tremendous. Korean News carries the suc¬ 
cess story with the hope that it would interest our 
readers. 


Last month, Indo-Korean relations received a fillip 
when President Chun told PTI that Koreans have warm 
and friendly feelings toward India. He also, said, the 
two countries would: benefit substantively if India and 
Korea share each other their technologies and experi¬ 
ences, promoting mutually complementary an^ coopera¬ 
tive relations. Korean News in this issue carries extracts 
from President Chun's interview with PTI. 


vAtep. Ambassador Chung-Tai Klm‘s visit to Bombay. 
'JfNte.i ritonth, was an occasion''for highlighting Korea's 
trfrndfhipvftfr to stress the fact that 

for economic cooperation between. India and 
Koi^ wSs immense. ; 

-' and Mines Pranab 

.Kutfcag^^ to ICdrea arid the sijiHirig of the 

Kprea 

’jfiawif 'b9atei^ v etx>hdmiC' and 

■ the ; tmdifeal music of Korea, Village 
Lw-e^pt^inn; Seoul 
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THE PRESIDENCY 



P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan, First 
Lady Lee Soon-ja and the official 
entourage that accompanied the 
presidential couple, returned home on 
July 9,1981, after their 15-day tour of 
the five ASEAN countries of Indone¬ 
sia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and 
the Philippines. The presidential cou¬ 
ple visited the ASEAN countries at the 
invitation* of the heads of state of 
these countries. 


At the welcome-nome ceremony at 
the Kimpo international airport in 
Seoul, President Chun said, he was 
pleased to report to the nation that his 
visit to the ASEAN countries was 
satisfactory. He said, during his visits 
he agreed with ASEAN leaders to 
further strengthen broad and closer 
cooperative relations to mutual nation¬ 
al interest. He said that the countries 
he visited had restored their trust and 
confidence in Korea and reaffirmed 
that "our friends will always be with 
us unless we abandon ourselves". 

The summit talks President Chun 
Doo Hwan held with the heads of 
state of the ASEAN countries contri¬ 
buted significantly to the enhance¬ 


ment of mutual understanding be¬ 
tween the Republic of Korea and 
these nations. 

Mutual support 

In the joint communiques issued 
after each summit meeting in the five 
ASEAN countries, President Chun 
Doo Hwan and the A§EAN leaders 
shared the view that the peace and 
security of their respective regions are 
closely related to each other and 
indispensable for the maintenance of 
peace and stability of Asia as well as 
the world as a whole. President Chun 
affirmed his support for the ASEAN 
proposal for the zone of peace, free¬ 
dom and neutrality in Southeast Asia. 

President Chun emphasized that 


President Chun Doo Hwan with President Suharto of Indonesia in Jakarta. 



W0: 





the only reeBstic way to rasdvetoe; 
Korean question peacefully was to' 
. hold direct talks between the highest 
authorities in the South and the North, 
as proposed by hkn on January 12 and 
June 5. The ASEAN leaders appreci¬ 
ated foisposition and reaffirmed their 
countries' support for direct talks 
, between the two parts of Korea. 
President Chun expressed his view 
that the admission of both South 
Korea and North Korea into the United 
Nations, would contribute to easing 
tensions and help create an interna¬ 
tional atmosphere conducive to 
national reconciliation and peaceful 
reunification. The ASEAN leaders sup¬ 
ported the efforts for the realization of 
the entry of both the Koreas into the 
United Nations in accordance with the 
principle of universality embodied in 
the United Nations Charter. 


' .V i V \ „ Jr , ;,s 

President Chun and the ASEAN 
leaders ejso agreed to explore ways 
and means to enhance mutually bene¬ 
ficial cooperation between Korea and 
the ASEAN member countries. Rec¬ 
ognizing that there exist com¬ 
plementary economic relations be¬ 
tween Korea and the'ASEAN mem¬ 
bers. they agreed to further expand and 
diversify trade and economic coopera* 


Pr es i de nt Chun Doo Hwan's 
tour of AtiAN countries openad 
a new and historical vieta to 
Korea's feat-growing Interna¬ 
tional relations by boos ting 
mutuatiy pr ofitable contest 
end exchange between Korea 
and the ascan members. 


tidri between their countritot. 

In toe joint communique ftaued in 
Jakarta. Presidents Sitoeitb apd Chun 
agreed to promote mir (tottomfon 
in such fields as energy ****?*», 
exploration, construction 
fisheries, agriadbtoal ; devetepin0to^. 
transfer of technoiogy/.and jc^ypw'' 
turns in manufacturing and processing 
industries., ; ( 

in the joint communique issued bi, 
Kuala Lumpur. Prime Minister Detuk 
Hussein Onn congratulated Korea for 
the successful implementation of 
Korea's Saemauf UratongfNeyv Com*; 
munity Movement) and noted with 
satisfaction the usefulness of the visits 
of Malaysian officials to obsetvti.tosi;. 
movement in Korea. 

In Singapore, President Chun pod; 
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew ex¬ 
pressed their concern over the rising 
trend of protectionism and ernpha- 


Pnsktant Own chats -with Malaysian King Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah. 







President Chun, with King Bhumibol of Thailand 


sized the need for effective steps for 
the establishment of a new interna¬ 
tional economic order and expressed 
hope for the holding of global negotia¬ 
tions of international economic coop¬ 
eration for development. 

In Bankok, President Chun and 
Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanonda 
agreed to enter into negotiations for 
the conclusion of an agreement for 
the promotion and protection of in¬ 
vestments between the two coun¬ 
tries. The Thai Prime Minister also 
welcomed President Chun's offer for 
further cooperation in the form of 
visits by Thai officials to observe 
Saemaul Movement. 

In the joint communique issued in 
Manila the two countries agreed to 
enter into wide range of economic 
cooperation; specifically, the Pohang 
Iron and Steel Company of Korea 


the National Steel Corporation of the 
Philippines. Under the agreement the 
Korean company will supply various 
steel products to the Philippines on 
favoured conditions. 

Successful visits 

President Chun Doo Hwan's 
speech at the welcome-home cere¬ 
mony at the airport in Seoul on July 9, 


The most outstanding out¬ 
come of President Chun's visit 
and summit talks with the 
leaders of asean countries was 
their explicit concurrence in 
the perception thdt the peace 
and security of Northeast Asia 
and those of. Southeast Aria 
are closely Interrelated. 
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1981, sums up the success of his 
visits to the five ASEAN countries. 
President Chun said, "the peoples of 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thai¬ 
land and the Philippines extended to 
me and my delegation wholehearted 
hospitality and utmost kindness 
wherever we went.” 

"Through the meetings with the 
national leaders of ASEAN and from 
the faces of citizens who greeted us 
in those lands, I vyas able to discern 
the image Korea is projecting in that - 
region. It was clear that their hospital-. 
ity signified rngch more than simple, 
goodvyjtl and friendship tovyard an old 
friend. I was also able to reaffirm pUr 
common stake, in dtp 





"Above all, I interpret the warm 
welcome of the governments and 
peoples of the ASEAN members as an 
expression of encouragement for and 
trust in Korea: They unmistakably 
applauded us for our endeavour to 
shape a bnghter tomorrow while cop¬ 
ing successfully with various internal 
and external threats and ordeals with 
unflagging determination and unfailing 
wisdom. We could not have even 
imagined such a wholehearted wel¬ 
come by the ASEAN members, had 
we failed to effectively counter the 
threat from North Korea through an 
inability to end the recent chaos and 
instability. We could not expect the 
respect and welcome from the inter¬ 
national community we experience 
today, had we failed to pull out of the 
quagmire of economic stagnation. 

"In fact, we neither slumped nor 
sank. We have triumphed over trials 
and challenges, converting them into 
opportunities to find a new course of 
progress, a stepping stone for another 
leap forward This attests to the inner 
strength and wisdom of the Korean 
people, carried steadily onward 
throughout our history of 5,000 years. 

"Our friends and allies, who were 
watching us with concern, have now 
restored their confidence and ex¬ 
pectations in the Korean people. I was 
able to verifv that during my visit to 


President Chun with the Singapore Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew 


the United States of America early 
this year. Once again, I confirmed the 
fact during my recent trip to the 
ASEAN area." 

Cooperation for 
Mutual Benefit 

"Through my recent visit to the 
various countries in Southeast Asia, I 
have discovered great room for ex 
panded cooperation to mutual national 
benefit As have been disclosed in the 
joint communiques with the individual 


President Chun with his counterpart in Manila, Philippines. 



ASEAN nations, my visit has led to 
agreements with them not only in the 
areas of trade, capital investment and 
technology, but also in the develop¬ 
ment of resources and rural communi¬ 
ties, 

"With the progress of such coop¬ 
eration, I am confident that all nations 
in the Pacific region will grow closer 
together and forge a new historic era 
of unprecedented common prosper¬ 
ity. This will be the advent of "the 
great Pacific era.” 

"We have many things in common 
with the ASEAN nations: geographic 
location, cultural heritage, national 
ideals and immediate national tasks. 
So it is only logical that cooperation 
with them would be expanded in the 
diplomatic, economic and various 
other fields. We must be considerate 
and prudent in seeking expanded 
cooperation with the ASEAN. Coop¬ 
eration must be founded on a spirit of 
partnership, honesty and mutual trust. 
To promote cooperation and participa¬ 
tion, it will be necessary for us to build 
an even richer and stronger nation, 
increasing our stature in the commun¬ 
ity of nations. Accordingly, the con¬ 
struction of a Korean nation founded 
on democracy, justice and welfare for 
all is the requirement of the time, as 
well as a mandate of history. I am 
convinced that as long as we do not 
abandon ourselves, our friends and 
allies will always stand by us and join 
hands with us." 





/ 













INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 


Ambassador Kim with Ramu Pandit, Secretary General, The Indian Merchant's Chamber, left; 
Minoo Shroff, economist centre and Harish Mahmdra, President Indo-Korean Society, 
Bombay, nght, during his visit to Bombay 



AMBASSADOR 
KIM UNDERLINES 
ECONOMIC 
CO-OPERATION 

A mbassador chung-Tai Kim 
visited Bombay for'five days, last 
month, his first after 
assuming office in New Delhi this 
January. During his visit he had a 
courtesy call on His Excellency 
Governor O P Mehra of Maharash¬ 
tra. who hosted a lunch in his honour. 

He also called on A.U. Menon, the 
Mayor of Bombay. While in Bombay, 
Ambassador Kim attended the Board 
of Directors and General Body meet¬ 
ings of the Indo-Korean Society, and 
hosted a dinner for the members of the 
Indo-Korean Society. His engagements 
in Bombay included a visit to the Cable 
Corporation of India and calling on busi¬ 
ness leaders in Bombay, including Mr 
J. Tata, chairman of the Tata group of 
Industries. Harish Mahindra, chairman 
of the Indo-Korean Society, and Mr. 
Mohile, chairman of the Crompton 
Greaves Ltd. 

At a press conference in Bombay 
on July 8. 1981, Ambassador Kim said 
that he had Bombay on top of his 
itinerary because of its importance 
in various fields, particularly in that of 
trade and industry. Another reason 
which tempted him to choose Bom¬ 
bay first was that there was a close tie 
between Bombay and Korea, espe¬ 
cially through the activities of the 
Indo-Korean Society. 

He told newsmen that he was 
happy to say that the relations be¬ 
tween India and Korea have been 
maintained and strengthened consis 
tently through ages 6 . The links be¬ 
tween India and Korea date back to 
almost two thousand years when 
the teachings of Buddha reached 
Korea. The direct contact between 
the peoples of the two countries was 
made, as early as the eighth century 
' whpn a Korean monk Hecho visited 
India overcoming the challenge of 
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distance He wiote a travelogue 
"Notes on the five Regions of India", 
which gave an impetus to further 
exchanges 

"Our relations have not been con¬ 
fined to cultural and religious fields 
only; they have been multifaceted" 
He recalled the services of KPS 
Menon who headed the UN Commis¬ 
sion on Korea, which supervised the 
elections before the birth of the Re¬ 
public in 1948 

He also reminded the newsmen ‘of 
the valuable help and support ex¬ 
tended by the India Government 
during the Korean War The services 
of the Field Ambulance Unit, and the 
Custodian Force which handled the 
Prisoners of Wai. after the Armistice 
Agreement, wore valuable contribu¬ 
tions to the people of Korea, he said 
"Today it is very gratifying to note 
that our relations are getting closer 
and closer. Bilateral economic and 

"Today it is gratifying to note 
that our relations are getting 
closer and closer. Bilateral 
economic and trade relations 
between India and Korea have 
also been steadily increasing. 
Trade volume touched a new 
high of $226.7 million diring 
the year 1980-8t from a mere 
$26.4 million in 1975-76. 


trade relations between India and 
Korea have also been steadily increas¬ 
ing. Trade volume touched a new high 
of $ 226 7 million during the year 
1980-81 from a mere $ 26.4 million in 
1975-76. It is encouraging to note 
that Indian and Korean businessmen 
are visiting each other in large num¬ 
bers than before, which I am sure, will 
result in still larger economic coopera¬ 
tion", Ambassador Kim added. 

About his country the Ambassador 
said, the nation was striving vigorous¬ 
ly to bring about development in 
various fields especially in economy 
and industry, overcoming the hand¬ 
icap arising from the division of the 
country He regretted the negative 
attitude of North Korea in responding 
to the summit dialogue between the 
Soulh and the North as proposed by 
President Chun Doo Hwan as recently 
as on June 5, 1981 He, however, 
expressed his country's determina¬ 
tion to continue to explore all avenues 
of dialogue which will eventually lead 
to the peaceful unification of the 
country 

He said, Korea enjoyed the reputa¬ 
tion of being one the most dynamic 
industrial countries in today's world. Its 
export-led growth had brought about 
an economic miracle through hard 
work and sacrifice. Considering the 
vast investment proposed to be made 



in India's 6th Five Year Plan and the 
economic growth envisaged during 
the 80s and 90s, Ambassador Kim 
stressed the fa't that the scope for 
economic cooperation between India 
and Korea was immense and said: 
"We must endeavour to realise the 
full potentials in this sphere” 
Expressing his gratitude for the 
warm and friendly reception in Bom¬ 
bay, Ambassador Kim said, he was in 
India to contribute his mite for the 
further promotion and expansion of 
friendly cooperation between India 
and Korea, and that he was encour¬ 
aged by the valuable support given to 
this cause which he had witnessed 
during his visit to Bombay. 

Indian Minister 
PranabMukherjee 
Visits Korea 

T HE Indian Minister of Commerce, 
Steel and Mines, Pranab Kumar 
Mukherjee had been in Korea on 
a three-day visit to the country from 
July 12, to July 14, 1981, at the 
invitation of Korean Minister of Com¬ 
merce and Industry. Suh Suk-joon. 

The two ministers, after discus¬ 
sions, have agreed to expand econo¬ 
mic and technical cooperation be¬ 
tween the two countries. They also 
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The Korean side expressed its 
hope for selling more cement, iron 
and steel products, 'rolling stocks, 
ships and chemical products to India. 

The Indian side on its part express¬ 
ed desire to sell more iron ore, man¬ 
ganese, cotton, nee and red pepper to 
Korea. 

During the visit of Mr. Mukherjee, 
the Korea-lndia, India-Korea Joint 
Trade Committee also met in Seoul 
and affirmed their strong commit¬ 
ment to bilateral trade expansion. 


Indian Wins 
Korean Language 
Oratory Contest 

R OY ALOK KOMAR, an Indian 
student in Korea has won one of 
the three Outstanding Awards in 
the Annual Ortory contest held recept- 


Korean Minister of Commerce and Industry Suh Suk-joon greets Indian Minister of Commerce, 
Steel and Mines Pianab Kumar Mukher/ee during the latter's visit to Seoul 


agreed to encourage private com¬ 
panies for joint ventures in order to 
expand the volume of two-way trade. 
The issue of cooperation between the 
Korea Trade Promotion Corporation, 
the state-run trade promotion agency, 
and Indian Trade Development Asso¬ 
ciation was also discussed at their 
meeting. 

The two sides pledged to encour¬ 
age construction companies of the 
two countries to work out joint ad¬ 
vances into third countries 

After the meeting of the ministers, 
a working-level meeting between the 
officials of the two countries was held 
to discuss concrete measures for 
promoting mutual business ties It 
was also agreed that the two coun¬ 
tries cooperate with each other in the 
field of International trade among 
other things. 





ly in Seoul. This was the 16th Korean 
Language Oratorial Contest for 
foreign nationals in Korea The co¬ 
veted Presidential Award went to 
Stephen Smith, a British diplomat in 
Seoul 

The annual oratorial contest for 
foreigners is jointly sponsored by the 
Korea Herald and the International 
Cultural Society of Korea 

Opening the contest, Kim Woo- 
keun. president publisher of the Korea 
Herald, said. "The annual oratorical 
competitive event for foreign nation¬ 
als in Korea offers an opportunity for 
the contestants of different countries 
to present in the Korean language 
their knowledge of Korea, her people, 
her culture and their view m the 
interest of promotion of friendship 
and cooperation between Koreans 
and their people " 

Kim said, he hoped the contestants 


would continue their study of the 
Korean language, regardless of the 
result of the contest so that they can 
contribute to promoting goodwill and 
mutual understanding between them 
and the Korean people 

Cultural 
Exchanges 
To Increase 

I NDIA and Korea have agreed to 
promote bilateral exchanges in a 
broad range of cultural, artistic and 
journalistic areas for the period 1981 
83 The agreement contained in a 
"Cultural Exchange Programme" 


issued at the end of the second 
meeting of the Korean-lndian Joint 
Cultural Committee m Seoul, last 
month 

The programme covers exchanges 
of Korean and Hindi language 
teachers, and literary, cultural, edu¬ 
cational and scientific materials and 
publications. 

The agreement also provides for 
Indian scholarships for post-graduate 
Korean students and performing 
artists It also stipulates the exchange 
of journalists between the two coun¬ 
tries 

Other areas mentioned in the prog¬ 
ramme include an educational broad¬ 
casting system, youth work and com¬ 
munity development programmes, ex¬ 
changes on Buddhist art. culture and 
religion, ceramics, performing troupes, 
radio and television programmes and 
films. 


Indian and Korean officials signing the Cultural Agreement Programme 







PRESIDENT'S INTERVIEW 


Warm and Friendly 
Feelings 
Toward India 

In his interview to the Indian 
newsagency PTI, in Seoul on 
July 25, 1981 , President Chun 
■ Doo Hwan S3id: "Koreans have 
very warm and friendly feelings 
towards India " 



President Chun Doo Hwan receives N R Chun- 
dran. General M wager of PH, at Chong Wa Wan 


IndoKorean relations fiqured 
mainly in the interview which 
was conducted in a warm ahd 
friendly atmosphere. Following 
are extracts from the interview: 

QUESTION: Excellency, you are 
just back from a visit to the ASEAN 
nations which is seen as an 
attempt to forge strong links with 
that region. Will South Korea reach 
out beyond ASEAN also and 
attempt a similar exercise in South 
Asia? 

PRESIDENT CHUN: India and the 
other nations in South Asia, which are 
developing countries like Korea, are 
striving hard to build strong states I 
also respect their efforts as non- 
aligned nations to preserve peace 
I view South Asian countries as land 
of great promise in the light of their 
enormous development potential sup¬ 
ported by rich natural and human 
resources. 

Looking ahead, I am inclined to 
believe that during the 1980s, which 
in anticipation will be a decade of 
volatile international politics, South 
Asian countries and Korea alike will be 
confronted with problems common to 
developing lands, especially in the 
economic field. So I believe we have 
arrived at a point in history where 
mutual understanding and coopera¬ 
tion in a partnership for progress and 
prosperity are more urgently needed 
than ever before. 

Accordingly, Korea considers South 
As’a no less important than any other 
region of the world. We place high 
priority on your region in our overall 


diplomatic and economic relations 
with the rest of the world 

Historically, India is one of the 
countries with which Korea has had 
the deepest of relations Buddhism, 
which originated in India, reached 
Korea toward the end of the fourth 
century and has since exerted a great 
influence on Korean culture Since the 
end of World War II India has been 
crucially involved in the establishment 
and development of the newly inde¬ 
pendent Republic of Korea The 
Korean people still vividly recall the 
illustrious contribution to the founding 
of the Republic in 1948 made by 
K.P.S Menon, as the Chairman of the 
United Nations Temporary Commis¬ 
sion on Korea. Furthermore, when 
Korea was attacked by North Korea in 
1950, India aided us by sending a Field 
Ambulance Unit 

In 1953, an Indian custodial force of 
1,500 troops under the command of 
General Thimmayya arrived at the 
Panmunjom truce village to help settle 
matters derived from the Korean 
Armistice Agreement. 

More recently, India has correctly 
grasped the real nature of tension 
between South and North Korea and 
the actual situation prevailing on the 
Korean peninsula and has presented a 
fair and just view of the Korean issue 
at conferences of the Non-Aligned 
nations. This will certainly make a 
great contribution to securing a lasting 
peace on the Korean peninsula. 

The government and people of 
Korea also remember with gratitude 


the fact that India did not support the. 
unrealistic proposals by North Korea * 
at the Non-Aligned conferences at 
Colombo and New Delhi Koreans 
have very warm and friendly feelings 
toward India. 

Q: The progress made by South 
Korea is by all accounts considered 
to be impressive. India too has 
taken giant steps in industrialisa¬ 
tion and has one of the largest 
scientific and technological man¬ 
power in the world. Perhaps the 
two countries could utilise each 
other's experiences for mutual be¬ 
nefit. Does South Korea have any 
suggestions in this regard? 

A: I understand that the Indian 
people have achieved truly remark¬ 
able economic and social develop¬ 
ment I hear especially that India has 
been leading the way in scientific and 
technological progress among de¬ 
veloping countries Our two countries 
would benefit substantively, if Korea 
and India share with each other their 
accumulated technologies, as well as 
experiences and lessons gained 
through development, promoting 
mutually complementary and coop¬ 
erative relations.*’ 

It would be especially desirable for 
our two nations to cooperate closely 
in endeavours to develop our respec¬ 
tive industrial structures into the pat¬ 
terns prevalent in developed coun¬ 
tries. The possibilities of Indo- 
Korean joint enterprises in third coun¬ 
tries should also be explored vigorous¬ 
ly. Such joint ventures, in which 



Korean and Indian technology and 
capital would be pooled, would contri¬ 
bute to the development of other de¬ 
veloping countries 

The third meeting of the Korea- 
India Joint Trade Committee, held in 
Seoul recently, focused attention on 
the possibilities of joint ventures be¬ 
tween private firms of the two coun¬ 
tries in such areas as shipbuilding and 
repair, fish processing, iron and steel 
production, industrial plants, mining 
development, deep-sea fishing, and 
non-ferrous metals. The Committee 
then agreed to take various steps to 
promote such joint ventures This was 
very encouraging news. I feel it would 
also be worthwhile to study ways to 
initiate and develop indo-Korean 
cooperation in carrying out construc¬ 
tion projects in third countries I am 
convinced that cooperation between 
Korea and India will continue to ex 
pand in scope and volume 

Q: The overall volume of trade 
between our two countries is much 
less than what their potential sug¬ 
gests. A trade volume of $226 mil¬ 
lion is rather disappointing. Indian 
industrialists see considerable 
scope for greater exports of en¬ 
gineering goods end consumer pro¬ 
ducts but feel that the response 
from South Korea is not encourag¬ 
ing. How do you see the prospects 
in this regard? 

A: The trade between our two 
countries rose from only 44 million 
U.S. dollars in 1977 to 226 million U.S. 
dollars in 1980—nearly a fivefold in¬ 
crease in three years' time. I am 
pleased with the rapid expansion of 
Indo-Korean trade. Still, I recognise 
that the trade volume is quite small in 
terms of the total external trade of 
both countries. Further increases in 
Indo-Korean trade are truly desir¬ 
able. 

To take a look at the commodity 
composition of Korean-lndian trade 
last year, India's exports to Korea 
were made up almost wholly of iron 
ore; more than one half of Korea's 
S8les to your country consisted 1 of 
cement and steel products. The varie¬ 
ty of traded goods was very limited. 
To expand trade between our two 
nations, it is Imperative to diversify 
product® traded. I believe that the 
business communities of both the 


countries should make greater efforts 
toward that end 

I would like to take this occasion to 
give a brief account of Korea as an 
import market in 1980, we imported 
22.2 billion U S dollars worth of fore¬ 
ign goods. Korea's foreign purchases 
are projected to roach 26 billion U.S. 
dollars this year arid rise further to a 
level of 56-60 billion U.S. dollars by 
1986. Moreover, Korea has adopted a 
bold policy of opening up its market. 
The rate .of import liberalisation has 
reached 74 7 per cent this year and is 
scheduled to continue to rise progres¬ 
sively in the coming years So the 
prospect is good for Korea's imports 
from India to expand greatly depend¬ 
ing on efforts by doth trading partners 
but especially by India 

The completion of the projected 
second integrated steel mill in Korea 
should lead to increased imports of 
iron ore from India We also plan to 
step up efforts to buy more manufac¬ 
tured goods from your country, pro¬ 
vided that the price and quality are 
right. It is my belief that to expand 
two-way trade, it is essential for tiade 
officials and businessmen of both 
nations to exchange visits more fre¬ 
quently, and boost other forms of 
contacts and exchanges also. 

Q: Your excellency had occasion 
to discuss wide-ranging subjects 
with leaders of ASEAN countries 
recently. Asia feces many problems 
and pressures. India believes that if 
Asia could speak with one voice at 
least at international forums, the 
Asian voice would carry more 
weight and will have an impact. 
Whaf is Your Excellency's assess¬ 
ment in this regard? 

A: Currently, the countries in Asia 
are certainly faced with a horde of 
problems relating to nation-building 
efforts, economic growth geared to 
popular welfare, and the preservation 
of peace and security on the conti¬ 
nent. All of us arc grappling with such 
challenges. Furthermore, the people 
of Asia have in common the task of 
recovering as quickly as possible the 
time lost due to interference by exter¬ 
nal powers. 

in order to resolve those problems, 
we Asians must encourage and sup¬ 
port one another in the endeavour to 
regain and enhance confidence and 


pride in ourselves. In this regard, no¬ 
thing can be more valuable than 
unity among all Asian countries. 

Although there may exist consider¬ 
able differences in religion, ideology 
and political system among various 
Asian nations, I believe that we can 
enlarge the scope of unity, so that we 
can speak and act with one voice on 
the international stage, depending on 
our willingness and efforts to coordin¬ 
ate and cooperate. 

Already, we are putting up a com¬ 
mon front against the protectionist 
policies of industrially advanced coun¬ 
tries, common approaches are also 
being taken toward such vital issues 
as resources, food, pollution and 
population. Concerted efforts have 
also been made to find solutions to 
the global north-south economic 
question and to preserve regionaf 
peace. It is my intention to do my best 
to expand the opportunities for and 
scope of such cooperative action. 

It must be noted that both Korea 
and India subscribe to the ideals of 
peace, stability, justice and prosperity. 
My belief is that in order to advance 
these common goals, our two coun¬ 
tries should cooperate even closer in 
the diplomatic realm in a spirit of 
partnership. 

The Republic of Korea is in need of 
the continuing cooperation of coun¬ 
tries like India, which accurately i 
understands the real picture of the 
Korean peninsula and which plays a 
leading role in the non-aligned world. 

In the light of the stage of develop¬ 
ment reached by both India and 
Korea, it is my firm belief that com¬ 
plementary cooperation between our 
two countries in the economic, tech¬ 
nological, trade, cultural and other 
fields will immensely contribute to the 
progress and prosperity of both. I 
intend to do my best to advance our 
common goals. 

As soon as an opportunity arises, I 
would like to meet the top leaders of 
India to exchange views on issues of 
common interest. I believe such talks 
would be greatly beneficial not only 
stimulating friendship and cooperation 
between our two nations but also 
contributing to peace ip Asia. (Part of 
the interview appears along with the. 
article on South-North relations op ; 
page 23) j 
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same cultural background as China 
and Japan Korean has, however, kept 
her own an independent identity, dis¬ 
tinct from those c‘ her neighbouring 
nations 

It is well-known in the academic 
world of ethnomusicaology that the 
ancient Korean music called Konagaku 
has been preserved without tiny inter¬ 
ruption since the Nara period (553- 
794) of Japan, and that the komagaku 
repertoire still comprises the .ancient 
Chinese music called togaku utilized 
by Japanese court musicians at the 
present time This historical fact furth¬ 
er reveals that Korea maintained her 
own unique native music and musical 
instruments at that time. 

According to conventional clas¬ 
sification, the main kinds of Korean 
traditional music that have survived 
can be divided into three mam cata- 
gories: court music, folk music, and 
religious music Korean court music 
comprises of various types of music 
subdivided according to the usage of 
court ceremonial purposes, ritual 
music (Confucian shrine music and 
ancestral shrine music), banquet 
music ( hyangak and tangak), and mili¬ 
tary music ( ch'wit'a ) On the other 
hand, folk music has a wide variety of 
musical genres which also would be 
subdivided into two classes in¬ 
strumental music ( chongak , saryo, 
nongak, etc) and vocal music ( kagok, 
si/o, Kasa, p'ansori, mmyo etc ) Korea 
also possesses such religious music 
and dance as those of the Buddhist 
and Shamamst traditions which have 
not been officially supported by either 
the Yi dynasty government or the 
people 

Confucian Shrine Music 

The tradion of Confucian ritual 
music is the most unique and ancient 
musical heritage alive in the Orient 
The authentic performance can still be 
observed at the Confucian shrine 
(munyo) located on the present com- 
pus of Songgyun'gwan University in 
Seoul. The tradition of confucion 
music in Korea dates back to the early 
twelfth century during the Koryo 
dynasty. 

Ancestral Shrine Music 

The royal ancestral shrine music is 
played once a year in May at the royal 


shrine (chongmyo) located in the heart 
of downtown Seoul. Since Korean 
royal ancestral music adopted the 
same system as the Confucian rite, its 
orchestra and organization are similar 
to those of Confucian ritual music. 
The music, therefore, is performed by 
two orchestras and accompanied by 
ritual dances Its instrumentation, 
however, differs slightly, besides 
stone and bell chimes, the orchestras 
include such instruments as a large 
transverse flute (taegum), Chinese 
oboe (tang-p'm), a set of tuned iron 
slabs ( panghyang ), etc. 

Hyangak 

The majority of the pieces in the 
court repertory belong to the category 
of banquet music which includes both 
hyangak or Korean music and tangak 
or Chinese music. The Sujech'on 
commonly known as chongup, is the 
best-known piece in the repertory of 
hyangak category The piece is be¬ 
lieved to be the oldest of all court 
orchestral pieces The main melodic 
line is carried by cylindrical oboes 
(p'lri) and large transverse flutes 
(taegum). 

Tangak 

The term tangak literally means the 
music of T'ang China. In the broadest 
sense of the word, however, it also 
includes music from the Sung dynas¬ 
ty The Nagyangch'un and the Poho/a 


are the existing pieces of the tangak 
category. The orchestra consists not 
only of Chinese instruments such as 
stone chimes, bronze chimes, 
Chinese transverse flute (tangjok), 
and Chinese oboe ( tangp’iri ), but also 
includes such Korean instruments as 
a large transverse flute (taegum). 

Military Music 

The royal military music was mainly 
performed by two groups of bands: a 
louder band performing ip front of the 
procession of a king, and a softer 
band to follow the king's procession. 
The front band consists of brass trum¬ 
pets (nabal), conch shell trumpets 
(nagak), conical oboes ( t’aep'yongso ), 
cymbals ( chabara ). gong (chmg). and 
drums (changgo and yonggo) The 
instrumentation of the rear band com¬ 
prises cylindrical oboes ( p'iri ). Chinese ' 
transverse flutes (trang/ok), two- 
stringed fiddles (haegum), hourglass 
drums (changgo), and the barrel drum 
( chwago ) 

Chongak 

The term literally means "proper or 
correct music", and its tradition com¬ 
prises both instrumental and vocal 
pieces which have been cultivated 
mainly by the high-class literati of Yi 
dynasty society. The Yongsan 
hoesang is the mam piece in the 
instrumental ( chongak ) tradition and 
the most representative chamber 


A Kayagum performance at the Korea House in Seoul 





work of Korea. At present there are 
three versions of Yongsan hoesang 
classified according to instrumenta¬ 
tion. They are "String Ensemble” 
commonly known as the chul p'ung- 
nyu: and "Wind Ensemble" or 
taep'ungnyu ("bamboo music"). The 
third version is the mainstay of the 
chamber ensemble repertory, and is 
called Komun'go hoesang 

Sanjo 

The word literally meaning "scat¬ 
tered melodies" is the virtuoso solo 
instrumental form and the core of folk 
instrumental music. This solo music 
developed in the southwestern part of 
Korea, chiefly Cholla province, in the 
second half of the nineteenth century. 
This historical development of the 
sanjo was greatly influenced by two 
other musical traditions, the vocal 
p'ansori and the shamamst dance 
music, smawi. 

Nongak 

The word, literally meaning "far¬ 
mers' music", is an important musical 
genre which has been developed 
mainly by peasants in the agricultural 
society of Korea since ancient times 
•The farmers' music would be held in 
an open area of the village The 
organsation of nongak varies accord¬ 
ing to locality and performing groups, 
so that there are great number of 
regional styles 


Vocal Music 

There are three genres of classical 
song' the long lync song ikagok). 
short lyric song I si/o), and the narrative 
song ikasa). They belong to the vocal 
chongak tradition which was de 
veloped chiefly by the educated sin¬ 
gers of the literati during the late Yi 
dynasty period The vocal genres have 
been cultivated along with a close 
relationship to Korean poetic genres 

P'ansori 

This vocal genie is the most unique 
musico-dramatic form of Korea The 
term p'ansori is derived from p'an, 
gathering place, and son. singing Like 
san/o its tradition developed in the 
southwestern part of Korea, mainly 
Cholla province, by professional folk 
musicians since the Eighteenth cen¬ 
tury At the beginning of this century 
p’ansori was threatened by the advent 
of ch’angguk (lit, "song drama"), a 
new version of p'ansori which im¬ 
itates certain aspects of Western op¬ 
eratic style. 

A p'ansori performance is pre¬ 
sented by two musicians, a solo sin¬ 
ger and a puk player. When perform¬ 
ing a long dramatic passage, the 
p'ansori singer employs singing (sori), 
and dramatic actions ( pallim ), whereas 
the drummer keeps basic rhythmic 
cycles, sometimes giving the singer 
shouts of encouragement at phrase 
endings. choch‘i\ (nice 1 ), kuroch'i 
(right on!), etc. 


Folk Song 

The Korean concept of folk song is 
more or less different from that of its 
Western counterpart. The Korean de¬ 
finition of folk song would include not 
only the simple work songs of 
peasants but also the polished and 
refined songs of the professional sin¬ 
ger. Mmyo or folk song belongs to the 
first category and chapka (lit., "miscel¬ 
laneous song") to the second categ¬ 
ory Chapka is divided into two types 
based on singing style, the standing 
song ( ipch’ang) and the sitting song 
(Chwach’ang) 

Buddhist Music 

Korean Buddhism is marked by its 
variety or ritual music and dance. Early 
Buddhist music of Korea reveals in¬ 
fluence from China, but Korean 
Buddhist music has developed a uni¬ 
que style compared to China and 
Japan 

Buddhist ritual performing arts in¬ 
clude chants, ritual dance, and out¬ 
door band music. Among them, ritual 
chant occupies the most important 
place in a Buddhist rite. There are two 
types of Buddhist chant in Korea; 
pomp'ae and yombul. Yombul, literally 
meaning "praying to Buddha" has a 
simple singing style, used in recita¬ 
tions, and is sung by all Buddhist 
monks. 

Shamanist Music 

Shamanism is the most pervasive 
indigenous religion which has ruled 
the mind of the Korean people. Since 
Shamanist music is the oldest of all 
religious music in Korea, it has ex¬ 
erted a strong influence on the de¬ 
velopment of other folk musical tradi¬ 
tions in the course of Korea's long 
history In a contemporary Shaman 
rite called kut, usually a female Sha¬ 
man ( mudang) sings, dances, intones 
magic spells, and performs other ac¬ 
tions necessary to the ceremony. The 
most important Shamanist music is 
given at the time when instrumental¬ 
ists accompany the performance of 
ritual dance by the female Shaman. 
The Shamanist dance music is known 
as sinawi. The sinawi music would be 
improvisd by instrumentalists and pro¬ 
longed according to the length of the 
Shaman's dance performance. 
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CHOLLA PUKDO: 

Cultural Treasures and 
Scenic Spots for Tourists 
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SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS 


NORTH URGED TO 
UPHOLD JULY 4 
COMMUNIQUE 

O N the occasion of the ninth 
anniversary of the July 4, 1972 
South-North Joint Communique, 
the South Korean side of the South- 
North Co-ordinating Committee urged 
North Korea to faithfully implement 
the agreement contained in the com¬ 
munique. 

The statement issued in Seoul on 
July 4, 1981 said, "we recall that in 
agreeing to this Joint Communique, 
both South and North Korea solemnly 
pledged to faithfully carry out its 
terms. Accordingly, we reaffirm that 
the Joint Communique is a historical 
instrument of agreement that cannot 
be unilaterally abrogated or scrapped 
by either side " 

"The Joint Communique expressly 
provides that 'In order to ease ten¬ 
sions and foster an atmosphere of 
mutual trust between the South and 
the North, the two sides have agreed 
not to slander or defame each other, 
not to undertake armed provocations 
whether on a large or small scale, and 
to take positive measures to prevent 
inadvertent military incidents. 

"The communique also called for 
South-North cooperation in seeking 
the early success of the South-North 
Red Cross Talks, various exchanges in 
many fields and the installation of a 
direct telephone line between Seoul 
and Pyongyang. In essence, the com¬ 
munique is an inter-Korean Agree¬ 
ment to make all possible efforts to 
promote reconciliation and unity be¬ 
tween the South and the North in 
order to achieve the independent and 
peaceful unification of the divided 
homeland. Furthermore, the docu¬ 
ment contains an express agreement 
to establish and operate a South- 
North Coordinating Committee as a 
major channel of dialogue to ensure 
the implementation of the agreed 


terms. The Coordinating Committee 
was actually formed and went into 
operation under the co-chairmanship 
of the chief representatives of Seoul 
and Pyongyang 

"On every possible occasion, we 
have pointed out that North Korea's 
unilateral abrogation of the historic 
Joint Communique and its sup¬ 
plementary accords, which both par¬ 
ties solemnly pledged to faithfully 
abide by, would render futile all en¬ 
deavours to restore mutual trust be¬ 
tween the South and the North. We 
have also pointed out that such be¬ 
haviour on the part of Pyongyang 
would set a grave precedent by which 
all future agreements that might be 
reached between the South and the 


North might also be made meaning¬ 
less. We have repeatedly urged North 
Korea to reflect upon this crucial 
matter. 

"On this Ninth Anniversary of the 
South-North Joint Communique, we 
call upon North Korea to correctly 
understand the grave consequences 
of their flagrant violations of all agreed 
provisions of the communique. 

"We urge them to listen to the 
national conscience and regain the 
good sense to promptly come forward 
to hold a dialogue, conduct exchanges 
and cooperate, as provided for in the 
Communique. Agreements reached 
between the South and the North 
must be carried out without fail. 

"We emphasize that for both the 
South and the North to do so will be to 
uphold the spirit of the Joint Com¬ 
munique and move along the right 
path of productive and constructive 
dialogue. North Korea is urged to 
accept President Chun Doo Hwan's 
January 12 and June 5 Proposals in a 
spirit of dialogue. We also sternly urge 
the North Korean authorities to im¬ 
mediately cease their provocative and 
slanderous loudspeaker broadcasts 
against the South". 


Citizen's rally in Seoul urging North Koreans to accept President Chun's call for dialogue 






28th anniversary 
of Armistice 

July 27, 1981, was the twenty 
eighth anniversary of the signing of the 
Armistice Agreement that ended the 
three-year Korean War. The truce has 
suspended open hostilities between 
the two sides of the War. But it has 
failed to silence the belligerency of 
the North Korean Communists. 

According to the United Nations 
Command in Korea, the North Korean 
Communists had committed a total of 
60,416 violations of the Armistice 
agreement over the last 28 years The 
North Koreans, however, conceded 
only two of these violations. 

At the 406th meeting of the Military 
Armistice Commission (MAC) held 
last month, the chief UNC delegate to 
the MAC meeting urged the North 
Korean authorities to stop immediate¬ 
ly the sending of armed infiltrators in 
to the South. He cited the July 4 
incident in the central western for¬ 
ward area, in which a'North Korean 
infiltrator was shot dead. The chief 
UNC delegate demanded that the 
North Korean authorities investigate 
the infiltration case thoroughly and 
report to the MAC 

Seoul rally urges North to 
accept Chun's Proposals 

An estimated two million citizens, 
Homeland Reserve Force members 
students and government officials ral¬ 
lied at Voido Plaza and urged north 
Korean Communists to immediately 
accept President Chun Doo Hwan's 
June 5 proposal for talks with their top 
authorities. 

The rally was organised on the eve 
of the 31st anniversary of the outbreak 
of the Korean War (1950-53). Speakers 
at the rally said that Kim ll-sung of 
North Korea, is scheming to reinvade 
the Republic of Korea rather than 
reflecting on his past crime of pro¬ 
voking the Korean War. 

They called for the North Korean 
Communists to immediately accept 
President Chun's proposal in order to 
meet the Korean people's long cher¬ 
ished wish to reunite the divided land 
in a peaceful manner. They said that 
the Republic of Korea will make all-out 
efforts to smash any North Korean 
attempt at infiltrations into the South. 
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Jn his interview ip the Indian 
'news agency PTI on July 25, 

, 1381, President Chun Doo Hwan 
said that to ease tension and 
ensure peace on the'Korean 
peninsula, there was no alterna¬ 
tive to direct dialogue between 
the South and the North. 

Following are extracts from the 
interview: 

Q: You have proposed talks with 
North Korea, what has been the 
response? Mr. President, what 
actually are the fears 8outh Korea 
has from the North? You want 
unification. How would you like 
that to be achieved? 

A: Korea was divided into two by 
agreement among the world powers 
against the will of the Korean people 
at the end of World War-11. For more 
than thirty years since, Kim ll-Sung 
has continuously ruled North Korea 
under a communist regime. By con¬ 
trast, the Republic of Korea in the 
South has developed an open, demo¬ 
cratic society. 

As you know, in the summer of 
1950, North Korea militarily invaded 
the South in an attempt to unify the 
country by violent means. Fortunately, 
we were able to repel the agressors 
through bitter struggles with the help 
of the United Nations forces and have 
remained free and independent. 

■ 'Even after the Korean War ended 
With an armistice in 1953, North Korea 
halipersisted in their, wild dream of 
unification by force 'pf arms. They 
hiav#;been, and are still, budding up 
thfsfr military might by spending appro- 
twenty per cent of the North 
gross national product (GNP) 
<8fcjpti3»ments. This is the gravest 
w ^^ .tp-peece on the Korean penin- 

fatfcis -circumstance, I am con- 
that my most important moral 
to the Korean-nation is 
-another fcegio fratricidal 
tisder to preVtigfft waf, secure 
and evihtualiy achieve 
?«wificat^;3ra» most Urgent 
:|mport^^aeft;.fs.:;to'i ' 


• ■ S* .. 1 







understanding between 
halves of Korea. 

With that conviction. 

President Kim ll-Sung of North. .Korea, 
on January 12 and again on 
that the top leaders of Southan 
Korea exchange visits and mesf 
conference. I proposed furth^ >v ‘ 1 ‘’ 
any and all issues raised by either? 
be discussed at the conference*^ 
have left the choice of the vehufr.?^* 
timing for the meeting to PybhgV^fe 
We have also proposed the opening 
of the two societies to each other; as 
well as exchanges in various fields. 

Regrettably, however, Pyongyang; 
has made only negative responses'^ 
this series of proposals. It is not 
very difficult to surmise why -'Nprth'. 
Korea rejects my proposals, North 
Korea is the most tightly closed sbdNh 
ty on earth. In that closed universe, 
Kim ll-Sung has established a per$$^] 
nality cult the like of which can 
be found even in the communist 
world. Accordingly, I think, he is afraid- 
that his one-man dictatorship 
become insecure—even ' : wp 

dangered—if the clam-tight North 
Korean society were opened up and 
exposed to the outside world as a 
result of South-North conferences and 
exchanges. I believe this is why Kim is 
not keen on accepting my proposals'. 

Nevertheless to ease tension and 
ensure peace on the Korean pentnsu-, 
la, there is no alternative to 
dialogue between South and NSith' 
Korea. This basic position is receiytft^ 
increasingly broader international siipF' 
port. 

Accordingly, I believe, the time wftl 
eventually come when the '.-.North, 
Korean rulers yield to mounting mtsfc 
national pressures and the yearning, of 
the Korean people for peace' arid) 
change their current doctrinaire 
tude. ■ 

While awaiting the arrival .of.sa&K-aft 1 
moment, I wiH keep knoclpr$jwv 
tightly shut door of North 
prepered to knock orv 10*, 
occasions, this is because 
only 
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CULTURE SCENE 


Folk Festival 


A festive mood prevailed in Korea 
as an unprecedentedly large tra¬ 
ditional Korean folk festival 
"Kukung 1981" was held at the 
spacious Yoido Plaza in Seoul from 
May 28 to June 1. 

About 13,000 performers including 
pyer&OOO college and university stu- 
bents took part in the five-day event 
&iwe a huge crowd of people had 
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. buyiitfw^^ watching ** 

'■■'.'mSm iLaffiariigi am people 4ft 
.- oppdrtuoity opropeitf «pfM«d8t* tra- 
■ ditk^Koraen cultutik tl^^ 
waasponaored by the Korean News* 

; papers Asaodatiorv managed by the 
Korean Broadcasting System, and 
assisted by the Korean National Cul¬ 
ture Research-Institute of Korea UnF 
Varsity in Seoul. 

y “Kukpung 1981“ opened with the 
H&rnerniber Namsadang Troupe per¬ 
forming the “Changsurtgbaegj Chi- 
voMbrM&* ;<: * traditional Korean ritual, 
ytxmo perloi«fM»fs In tfteoperp 
troupe waited around a wooden set 
Ofreligious “village guardians" for 
about 20 minutes, praying for good 
luck and the success of the event to 
the sounds of a farmer's band. 

A large market represented by aH 
provinces in the country, drew hun¬ 
dreds of Spectator^ An estimated 
300,000 visited the pfeza oh the open¬ 
ing day. 

The opening events were followed 
by a colourful one-hour procession 
into downtown Seoul, beginning from 
Kwanghwamun Gate and ending at 
the Seoul Railroad Station. The leng¬ 
thy prooession, led by a “Kukpung 
1981“ car and large festival flag, 
consisted of lion dance performers, 
students, farm music bands, universi¬ 
ty mascots, school folk culture teams, 
military bands and Chinese dragon 
;dsnbera. 

/.& traditional Korean shaman rite 
irm ’enacted to ensure a good har- 
*vest' . 

Pnjb event featured a theater festiv* 
a traditional,art. event, a 
m apohery contest a ssir- 

B * ’ “'|p^V.ittsiBh,-and a'swing' .■ 

vtjd-’j^eeeond'dbyM . 
%»fvrar, ; between the aft* 
3*§|||#p«ftyw In Seoul 
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•VRADmONAL Korean pottery hsa 
I always been popular in Korea til 
weH as the outside world. Pottery 
maWng is accepted asa cultural asset 
to the nation. Recently Korean potters 
Have formed a Traditional Korean Pot¬ 
tery Artists' Association. 

the new association held its inau¬ 
gural exhibition last montit at the 
Lotte Art Gallery in Seoul. Over 80 
creations by the leading members of 
the lOOman organization of Korea's 
established pottery artists were dis¬ 
played at the exhibition. The exhibits 
were mostly recreated works of the 
Koryo and Yi Dynasty blue celadon 
and white porcelain masterpieces. 

Korea UNESCO Hosts Intsr- 
national Camp 

T HE Korean National Commission 
of UNESCO in Seoul hosted the 
“16th International Youth Camp" 
at the Songam Camp in Tamyang-gun, 
Cholla Namdo. The camp tasted 10 
days from July 22. 1981. 

The international camp was 
attended by a total of. 130 university 
students, half from universities in 12 
different foreign countries and the 
other half from Korean universities. 

The youth camp was aimed at 
promoting international understanding 
and cooperation, enhancing respect 
for huntan dignity arid individuality, 
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and emphasizing work edikp^jgk 

through “living together and'wbitojpi? 
voluntarily.* /hf- 

Aslsn-Psctfle Fttrn 

T HE Culture and Social Centra'll 
the Asian and Pacific Region;'titf 
Korea hosted the 10th Aara#; 
Pacific Film Show at the SajongCuhi? 
ral Centra last month. A total of if ‘ 
countries participated in the event and 
seven feature films and 18 
documentaries entered by the Repub¬ 
lic of China, Japan, Canada, Cshmat^X 
the United States, Finland, Franos, the? 
Federal Republic of Germany, Spain); 
Greet Britain and the Republic of i 
Korea ware acreenad. 



Mtoo Kona 1991: Lot 

Un-jong, centre, this year's 
Korean beauty is flanked by 
runners-up in the Beauty 
Pageant held at the Sejong 
Cultural Centre in Seoul. 







Postman Oh’s 
Story 


T HE story of a Korean mailman, 
who died in a snow storm 
while delivering mail last win¬ 
ter. is now read in 162 countries 
and in seven different languages. 
The Universal Postal Union (UPU) 
published the story in its March- 
April issue of "Union Postale", 
which is distributed around the 
world. The seven languages in 
Which the story is told are French, 
German, Spanish, Arabic, English, 
Russian and Chinese. According to 
international postal section at the 
Korean Ministry of Communica¬ 
tions, the UPU had delivered con¬ 
dolence to Oh's bereaved family 
along with a sum of money. 

Mailman Oh-Keesu of Ahnmyon 
Post Office, on the west central 
coast of Korean died in an accident 
while trying to negotiate his route 
during a snowstorm in the evening 
of December 12, last year. He was 
on his way to deliver the last piece 
of mail. The self-sacrificing service 
spirit of late Oh has become a 
model of job performance.to the 
entire world postal family. 

T HE heavy snowfalls had so 
completely blotted out the 
path that Oh-Keesu could 
hardly keep to it. He thought it was 
the most severe snowstorm he 
had ever come across since he had 
first taken this delivery round 
twelve years ago, walking and rid¬ 
ing or pulling the bicycle jnore than 
nine hours over his route. His round 
wais supposed to be one of the 
most difficult rural delivery routes 
throuthbut the whole country. The 
inip^rhfgjt weather, rather day. 
'ih&e.t ■'OMSieeeu'ie *Tjiifefaveri ■■ 


tougher. In spite of this, the 47-year 
old postman had tenciously gone 
through all the 200-odd delivery 
points but one. It was fast 
approaching 6 p.m. and yet he still 
had to go and deliver this last letter, 
making a detour of about 2 km 
across the rugged rocky hill. It 
might take him ora more hour at 
least. Had it not'been for the 
snowstorm he would have re¬ 
turned to the Ahnmyon post office 
by this time. 

Flurries of snow continued to 
harass him so severely that his face 
was getting numb with biting cold 
and he sensed that the tempera¬ 
ture had dropped far below zero 
centigrade. Although he felt that 
the lunch he had had at noon would 
last him a few hours more, he felt 
like going back home straight 
away, forgetting the last letter. He 
dreamt that he was taking a hot 
bath and sitting at the dinner table 
along with his beloved wife and his 
kids who wouldikjt eat until he 
came home. What a,tempting ideal 
But he shrugged.it m and dogged¬ 
ly went on pulling $$ bicycle which 
became a cumjWrabme burden 
now. He had ne^rpturned home 
with mail items' left undelivered 
sine he had joined .the Post Office 
in 1968. He might have said to 
himself, "Woe to The if I do not 
deliver this last letter which will be 
a pleasant surprise to the old Jidy 
living in solitary a cottage". 

Soon he found himself Strug¬ 
gling desperately his Way thtiegh 



the rugged and,obi 
.the meradjhg.jtfepi 


He realized it was now beyond his 
capacity to discern the snow* 
covered paths in the dusk. He 
sensed that he was risking his iife 
while visualizing the smile in the 
face of the old lady. 

But alas! A few moments la¬ 
ter, this poor postman missed his 
footing! Far down he rolled and so 
did his bicycle and leather bag 
containing the letter awaiting deliv¬ 
ery. Early in the morning of the 
following day—13th December 
1980, his body was found half- 
burned in the snow which was 
smeared with blood from the cuts 
in his head. His hat, bicycle and bag 
containing the last letter were also 
found strewn over the rugged sur¬ 
face far down below. The whole 
community members on Ahnmybri 
island gathered together to mcttm - 
the courageous postman and cock 
sole the bereaved family, Eveiygbe.;;' 
at the funeral was oveiwhehtiWi ^ 
with a surge of pity for. this ,; ^W|^^ ; 
cafed postman who had.dembhW,-, 
trated his strong sense of respond - 
bility. When the news of Qh**. 

•• Keesu's heroic death yiWi 
by newspapers,'racllb 
. works,’ thousands; .of.-pe 
all walks of life 

sent letters of conbdl6n^‘s isi^|^|^ 
with their donations' 
reeved family. 7u,0b& 
emptoyeesof the Minify 
munjcatipns. atso: joined tfte. 
fajsing campaign rri-ari 
•thej 







SPORTS AND GAMES 


WBA Junior 
Championship 
for Korean 

K IM HWAN-JIN, known in Korea as 
"Little Tarzan" became the World 
Boxing Association (WBA) junior 
flyweight champion by defeating 
champion Pedro Flores of Mexico in a 
close fight held in Taegu, Korea 
Champion I lores could not over¬ 
come an onslaught of body and face 
blows by champion Kim The victory 
was the eighth knockout for the 
Korean champion 

Korea beats USA 
in Taipei 
Basketball title 

EFENDING champion the Repub 
he of Korea came from behind to 
beat the United States 68- 64 in 
the final round of the William Jones 
Cup Women's Basketball tournament 


in Taipei. 

The Korean team, which was be¬ 
hind 34- 3/, scored the final victoiy for 
the second sir nqht time 
In the second naif, Chon Mi-hae 
first tied the game 49- 49 with nine 
minutes remaning 
Pak Chan-suk mimed much praise 
from an audicm e of over 16,000 
Taiwanese when she had poured in a 
goal to lead 6? Oh with two minutes 
loft 

Korea willing 
to invite 

all IO& members 

K OREA has notified the Internation 
al Olympic Committee that it will 
invite all IOC member countries to 
participate m the event the 1988 
Olympics .are held m Seoul 
A spokesman lor Seoul Mayor Park 
Young-su said that a presidential letter 
has already been sent to the IOC 
auj^iorities 


In the letter, President Chun Doo 
Flwan said all IOC member countries 
will be invited regardless of race, 
religion and political differences. 

The spokesman noted that fact- 
finding missions, including one from 
the IOC, indicated recently that Seoul 
was preparing sports facilities fit for 
the 1988 Olympics, after observing 
the facilities already built or being 
constructed m Seoul 

Asian Games—1986 

S EOUL has offered its sports face 
lities to host the 1986 Asian 
Games Korea has assured the 
Asian Games Federation that it would 
provide every possible facility to see 
that the games lead to a successful 
conclusion 

Pi evident of the Asian Games 
Federation Huja Bhulmdia Singh vi 
sited Seoul in the fust week ot this 
month at the invitation of the Korean 
Amateur Sports Association, and after 
touring the unfinished Seoul Complex 
said "Korea has excellent sports faci 
lities to host the 1986 Asian Games.' 
The Federation will send a delegation 
to Seoul in October to study the 
feasibility ot Koien hosting the 1986 
Asian Games 




Kim Hwan-jin , the new 
WBA )umor flyweight 
champion , right , launches a 
left at the defending 
champion Pedro Flores. 




LIFE AND LORE 


Village 

Sacrificial Rites 


K OREAN people have from time 
immemorial worked in unity and 
solidarity. The village sacrificial 
rites meant for the welfare of the 
whole community are ample evidence 
to such social activities. These rites 
are held to entreat the gods and spirits 
or to resist them from troubling the 
villagers. The important village sacri¬ 
ficial ceremonies were thus to please 
the mountain god, the dragon god, the 
earth god, the rain god etc. 

The sacrificial rite for the mountain 
god is the mo6t common religious 
.gathering to pay tribute to the moun¬ 
tain god as the guardian of the com¬ 


munity. According to the legend of 
Korea's foundation, Tan'gun, the 
founding god of Korea, upon his 
death, became the mountain god of 
Asadal which was the capital of old 
Korea. A village has its own desig¬ 
nated mountain, usually to the north, 
and its shrine for the mountain god. 
The mountain god protects the village 
and helps people attain a good har¬ 
vest, and he is feasted in a sacrificial 
rite for fifteen days after the New 
Year's Day by the lunar calendar. 
During the ceremony, the villagers 
express their reverence for the moun¬ 
tain god and observe taboos. 



Changsung, the guardian general along a 
mountain path near Mt. Jiri 


The sonangdang is the village 
shrine. Not every village has one, but 
in the old days, the shrine stood near 
the entrance to the village or at the 
middle point of a hill overlooking the* 
village. The sonangdang god protects * 
the village and looks after the welfare 
of the villagers. The god is worshipped 
by all the villagers. The sonangdang 
god sometimes is prayed to by one 
individual for his own need. The vil¬ 
lage shrine and its surrounding area 


Farmers' Dance, the most popular of Korea's traditional dances, at times serves the purpose of a sacrificial rite. 




Changing, a different kind, near Kumgok 

are regarded as holy ground, and 
people who pass through to express 
their reverence by cleaning the area; 
they gather pieces of tree branches 
and rocks in one place and pile them 
up. Shamans may hold their rites or 
religious dances there. 

The pyolsin (miscellaneous god) is 
regarded as having much to do with 
diseases, calamities, happiness and 
luck. The pyolsin shrine houses its 
god, but sometimes ft is enshrined 
together with the mountain god in one 
shrine. The pyolsin is usually sum¬ 
moned to an exorcism. 

The pyolsin was worshipped to 
ward off evils that brought disease 
into the house. Contagious diseases 
are regarded as the mischievous 
doings of the evil spirits, so the people 
of a community call upon the pyolsin 
to guard them. 

The sacrificial rite for the dragon 
god is usually held at a riverside or 
seaside or even by a weft. The dragon 
is the king of the water gods. It is 
believed that there is a dragon palace 
under the sea where the dragon god 
lives. The peaceful sea and abundant 
Water springing from the wells contri¬ 
bute much to the well-being of the 
- people. Drinking water, forinstance, is 
thought tp have something to do with 
a supernatural being, that is, the dra¬ 
gon god. Some villages perform one 
rife troth for the mountain god and the 
dra^dh god # the sea at the same 
. 7vU-‘ ‘ 

-■■?./ , the i usually is hew 
when a drought tests too long . Upper- 
■jm^t^‘dyslarmSr's mjnd israirtfatt at 
: ^jntervats; otheiWisee, ba<l 

k' -A* . s '"j 


im f?, 





f’r' ^rhehinwilybaddreu^-strtickin- 

. i^shes, and the locality of the market 
place Would be transferred to a remo¬ 
ter place. It was thought that drunken 
people who made disturbances at 
such places as markets would make 
the rain god angry. People were res¬ 
trained from obsene act or those that 
were taboos. 

In the month of January by the lunar 
calendar there are many religious 
events in which the gods are prayed 
to for a peaceful daily life for the year. 
There are some rites that are per¬ 
formed by the housewife, and certain 
rites such as the sacrificial rite to the 
earth god in which the entire village 
participates to ensure a peaceful life. 
The earth god is widely worshipped in 
Kyongsang Province. 

After the important social events 
are over, such as the New Year 
kowtowing and the visit to the family 
graves, villagers gather around and 
enjoy a farmer's band performance 
and pay respects and tribute to the 
earth god. The farmer's band attracts 
villagers, and the crowd then makes 
its way to the house of the richest 
man in the village who has also high 
social prestige. The gentleman of the 
house opens the gate and lets the 
people in for a large, boisterous party. 
Then the crowd walks through the 
yard, kitchen, the barn, etc. singing 
songs to the earth god, accompanied 
by the band. 

At this time the crowd dances, 
sings, gestures, spontaneously, mak¬ 
ing a playful scene. Then they are 
again ^ptertained with wine and rice 
cakes By the gentleman of the house, 
before moving on to the next house. 
With these merrymaking activities the 
earth god is supposed to be pleased 
and endow people with many rewards 
throughout the year. 

The village rites and ceremonies are 
held commonly at the village level all 
over the country. Lately, however, 
more, and more villages, forgo the 
curnba^ome business, but still each 
viBafle holds several rites and cere¬ 
monies annually 

■The.u^isifs used fo?;. the rites are 
", m^;^3ought ancatafyor they are 
u sed a ® they 

: v-itt&'Their matntenanQSfSJooked after 


the storeroom attached ^ 
shone. 

The sacrificial food is prepafe#Yvft& 
great care to‘ avoid contaminatfel^ 
Inside the house red clay is sCdttjBfetf 
and straw ropes are hung up to Stave 
off evil spirits. Around the well frofe 
which water for cooking is drawflfed 
clay is placed and a cover is put oyer 
the well. White the sacrificial for^ is 
being cooked no word is suppose&fe 
be uttered, so a piece of white paper 
or chestnut is held in the mouth. ; ? 

The rite is generally performed at 
night. In the early daWn win6 l ia 
offered, a written prayer read, and 1 
White hand-made paper burnt. Then 
the shaman performs a ceremonial 
dance for receiving, entertaining, and 
sending off the god. He coaxes the 
god into coming or making his appear¬ 
ance to plead with him for rendering 
the coming year a happy year without 
disease, which is the wish of all the 
villagers, and to induce the god to 
accept his plea the shaman entertains 
him with wine and food and after a 
while sends the god back where he 
belongs. 

In the case of a rite for the mountain 
god the shaman ceremony is held 
over several days. A typical rite that 
lasts several days is the rite held on 
the fifth day of the fifth lunar month 
(dano). According to an ancient record 
written in the sixteenth century, one 
hundred shamans are said td have 
participated in the rite. Even today ten 
or more may participate. Throughout 
the duration of the rite they take turns 
to chant, dance, and pray. 

In villages where the old form of rite 
is followed, a sacred tree can be the 
centrepiece. The sacred tree func¬ 
tions as the temporary resident of the 
god during the rite. At Unsan where a 
large scale pyolsin rite is held, a tree is 
cut in accordance with proper proce¬ 
dure, including tallying of directions, 
and is put up beside the pyolsin 
shrine. After the rite the sacred tree is. 
removed to the entrance of the village 
where wooden guardian generals 
changsung stand. There it is given the 
power to repel the evil spirits that may 
attempt to enter the villagecTIfetfee^ 
selected for this purpose Should b&en 
oak, a maple, or a spindjmtree;, 
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HISTORIC FLAG RETURNS 

A N historic national flag of Korea which was a recently been published by Chin Hsien-chang, an 

treasured possession of a Portland family in archeologist in mainland China. 

Oregon, the United States for 91 years, returned The study paper, which was contained in the latest 
to Korea when the ancient flag was donated to the issue of a Chinese periodical entitled "Wen-Wu," is 

country by William Knight Ralston in a ceremony held the target of attention among Korean scholars because 

at the Ministry of Cultre and Information it contains valuable information for the study of little 

The Mb cm by 260 cm flag, which is white, red and known facts about the era . • 

blue in colour, was presented to the late Oregon Judge According to the five-page research paper, the Moke 
OwenN Denny by King Kojongt 1863 190'/) of Korea’s tribe founded the kingdom in 698 near Kirinsheng and 

Yi Dynasty in 1890 upon the former's departure from called it Chen Kyo The kingdom was established by 

Korea after ending his tenure in Seoul The |udge Trechoyong, a general during the Koguryo Kingdom 

served as advisoi to King Kojong from 1886 to 1890 (B C 668-37) 

On behalf of the Korean people. Minister of Culture To the north, the kingdom borders on HeishuiMoke. 
and Information Lee Kwang-pyo accepted the donation to the south on the Yalu River, to the west, on Korea 
made by Ralston and his wife, Nancyclare and to the east on the Japan Sea The kingdom 

Denny took the flag with him to Portland and it was occupied most of the northeastern part of China and’ 

passed down to William C Ralston, who is a retired the maritime provinces of Siberia 
Portland attorney and a great nephew of Judge An area of Shangohing Lungchuan (near the Tong- 
Denny The flag, which is the oldest known Korean flag king Portress in Uoilung-chiang Province) was used as a 

so far, was returned to Korea by his son, K Ralston capital city for about 160 years There were many 

brilliant architectural structures, including Buddhist tern- 

KOREAN KINGDOM IN MANCHURlA se„ous, v 

A RARE study paper concerning the discovery of destroyed Most of the buildings were destroyed by 

remains of Shangching Lungchuan, the capital city fire During the years that followed, the historic facts 

of the Pohai Kingdom (669-926) in Manchuria about the capital city were forgotten by many histo- 

believed to have been established by Koreans, has rians 

Minister of Culture and Information Lee Kwang-pyo, left, shows the 91-year old. Korean Flag On the right are Raisons, the donors 







ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


HYUNDAI'S LARGEST CONTRACT 

H YUNDAI Business Group won the largest single The ministry also set the export target for 1986 for 
contract of $400 million in the world ship building industrial, precision, electric machinery and auto¬ 
history to build nine vessels for the United Arab mobiles at $10,500 million. 

Shipping Co. (UASC) in a contract signed recently in Ministry officials said that government support will 
Seoul be rendered to small and medium-size plants manufac- 

Under the contract, Hyundai will construct nine large turmg exclusively machinery parts. 

1846-TEU container ships of 35,500 DWT class and Such government measures are aimed at boosting 
14,000 steel boxes for UASC, the largest shipping the competitive edge of Korean-made machinery and 
company in the Middle East, jointly operated by machinery parts on international markets. 

Kuwait, Bahrain, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the The government also purports to develop highly 
United Arab Emirates. sophisticated machines and machine tools to buttress 

The vessels will be built by Hyundai Heavy Indus- their rising demand on local and overseas markets, 
tries Co. at its Ulsan shipyard for delivery in 1982 83, 

while container boxes with 20 footer and 40 footer llVlftl iptpi a i Iiog 

steel vans are to be fabricated by Hyundai Precision HwU® I WIML rhUUUU I IVI>I uro 

and industry Co. to be delivered by June 1983 I IP to May this year, industrial production showed a 

Akin Menu iii rii .aitc I I slight upswing over the same period last year. The 

SMALL AND MEDIUM PLANTS ^production and shipments turned upward but the 

ENCOURAGED Economic Planning Board (EPB) said that industrial | 

T HE government wiil place great emphasis on the production and producer's shipments during the cited 

development of small and medium-size machinery months climbed by seasonally adjusted 6,3 per cent 

plants in a departure from building large-scale and 8.4 per cent respectively, from the corresponding 
machinery plants. period of last year. 

According to Minister of Commerce and Industry On a month-to-month basis, the report for May said 
officials the machinery industry promotion moves will that industrial production in the month declined 0.9 per 
be switched from government initiatives to private cent after seasonal adjustment. The production figure 
initiatives reflected a 7.8 per cent increase over last year's level. 

Chairman of the United Arab Shipping Co., third from left, and president of Hyundai Heavy Industries Co., third from right at the ceremony 
of the signing of a contract for nine container vessels for UASC 

CELEBRATKJH OF St8HM6 COKTftftCTS OF WtE 35580 
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BOOSTING INDIA TIES 

R EPUBLIC of Korea’s official relationship with 
India is still young but it is thriving on the cultural 
bridge which linked the two countries many 
centuries ago with the effluence of Buddhism into 
Korea. Even developments in Korean-lndian relations 
after their national independence which followed the 
end of World War II suffice to list that South Asian 
subcontinent country among those nations with 
which Korea has had deepest of relations 
As we recall, India was active on the United Nations 
Commission on Korea which played the role of a 
midwife in the birth of this Republic in 1948 Again 
during the Korean hostilities India carried out an 
important mission on the strength of its neutrality in 
the exchange of prisoners of war. All these historical 
events have impressed India on the minds of Koreans. 

Against this backdrop, it is just proper that President 
Chun Doo Hwan has emphasized the importance of 
India, as well as other nations in South Asia, in the 
nation's foreign relations. In a recent interview with 
the general manager of the Press Trust of India, N.R. 
Chandran, President Chun said that Korea places "high 
priority on your region in our overall diplomatic and 
economic relations," and expressed his willingness for 
an exchange of visits at the summit level between the 
two countries. 

In respect of both its international stature and 
developing economy, India figures high in the growing 
endeavor of Asian nations to build a broad partnership 
for progress and prosperity among them. Its leading 
position in the Nonaligned Movement has been 
conducive to blunting international tensions in some 
troubled areas. Particularly notable, in this regard, is 
India's correct understanding of the real nature of 
Korean tension and its maintenance of a fair and 
realistic stance on the Korean problem at nonaligned 
conferences. This policy of India will no doubt make a 
great contribution to securing a lasting peace on the 
Korean peninsula, as President Chun told the visiting 
Indian journalist. 

The future of Korea-lndia cooperation is promising in 
their economic relations, too. Both economies have 
attained impressive strides in their development pro¬ 
grams. The state of their development increases the 
possibility of complementary cooperation between the 
two countries in the economic, technological, trade 
and other fields. The two countries may explore the 
possibilities of their joint enterprises in third countries 
by pooling technology and capital. Such ventures may 
well be initiated in construction projects in third 
countries. 


Trade is an area in which the bilateral relationship 
has grown apace in recent years. In the past three 
years the volume of trade has increased almost five 
times to $230 million. This amount is likely to go up 
further in years ahead as this country continues to 
liberalize imports on one hand, and on the other, the 
two economies will find more items for exchange to 
their benefit. * 

Increased Korean-lndian cooperation is essential not 
only for their mutual good but for advancing the 
common goals of peace and prosperity throughout 
Asia. Asian nations, as President Chun observed, 
should encourage and support one another in the 
endeavor to regain and enhance confidence in them¬ 
selves. In enlarging the scope of unity among Asians, 
Korea and India will contribute greatly by increasing 
the width and depth of their bilateral cooperation. 

—Korea Herald 

N.K/S SILENCE 

N ORTH Korea has been keeping silent on the 
proposal by the Korea Amateur Sports Associa¬ 
tion (KASA) on forming a single inter-Korean 
sports team for the 1984 Los Angeles Olympic games. 
The KASA and the Korea Olympic Committee (KOC) 
again urged North Korea early last month to hold talks 
at the earliest possible date. 

Recalling the fact that North Korea had proposed 
forming a single South-North team before, the state¬ 
ment said, "We would like to believe that North Korea 
will not oppose our proposal if it is really interested in 
participating in the international sports events together 
with the Republic of Korea." 

In 1963, delegates of South and North Korean sports 
fields had talks for the formation of a single team for 
the Tokyo Olympics but ended in a failure due to 
international hindrance from the Pyongyang side. 

North Korea has proposed the formation of a single 
team before but each time it has made the proposal at 
short notice. 

North Korea, however, made the proposal just two 
months before the international table tennis games in 
1979 and seven months before the Moscow Olym¬ 
pics, showing that its maneuverings were aimed at 
blocking Korea's teams to the world games and not at 
the formation of the single team. 

This time KASA has shown the sincerity of the 
Republic of Korea by making the proposal some three 
years before the 1984 Los Angeles Olympic games. 

We sincerely urge North Korea to accept our 
proposal without condition. 

—Dong-A Nbo 
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President Chun and First Lady meet elders during their tour of the 
Cholla Namdo Province 


EDITOR'S NOTE 


P RESIDENT Chun" Doo Hwan's commemorative 
address on the occasion of the 36th Anniversary of 
the National Liberation Day reflected the people's deter 
mination to preserve independence and sovereignty. He 
said: "Our most immediate and urgent national tasks, if 
we are to advance the cause of independence in the face 
of adversity, are to achieve the peaceful unification of the 
land, expedite industrialization and build a democracy." 

Korea's sincere efforts for peaceful unification of the 
land are reflected in the series of proposals made by 
President Chun as well as organizations that work for the 
purpose. Added to them are the constant efforts by the 
Korean Olympic committee and the Red Cross. North 
Korea is yet to respond positively to the recent friendly 
gestures of these organizations. 

On the Indo-Korean front, recent visit to India of an 
academic group from Korea, Independence Dtfy celebra¬ 
tions of both the countries, August 15 being the day of 
independence for both, and Art film shows in Delhi, make 
good stories. 

Korea's Rfth Five Year Plan, introduced recently, sets a 
very practical and realistic target for social and economic 
development. A story on the plan targets would be 
interesting. 

From this issue, Korean News begins two new 
columns, Korean Women and Korea's Religions and 
Faiths. Korean News hopes that the new columns would 
be of interest to its readers. 
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national treasure 
and a tourist attrac¬ 
tion 
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"resident Chun delivering the commemorative address on the occasion of the 36th Anniversary 
of the National Liberation Day. 

Determination to Preserve 
Independence and Sovereignty 


THE PRESIDENCY 



P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan's 
commemorative address on the 
occasion of the 36th Anniversary 
of the National Liberation Day 
reflected the people’s determination 
to preserve independence and 
sovereignty 

President Chun said: "Since libera¬ 
tion in 1945, especially since the 
founding of the Republic of Korea in 
1948, we have devoted maximum 
energies to achieve growth and pro¬ 
gress against all odds As a result, we 
have been able to preserve nat.onal 
integrity despite the ordeals of a 
devastating war, grinding poverty and 
ideological division. Further, we have 
succeeded in improving the quality of 
life and advancing culture to a consider¬ 
able extent. 

"But there is no denying that the 
36-year period since liberation has 
also been marked by numerous trials 
and errors in the political, economic, 
social and other fields. These trial-and- 
error processes slowed progress. 
Furthermore, they impeded the build¬ 
ing of a common ground of national 
cohesion and harmony, and ob¬ 
structed endeavours to reinforce 
national power 

"But the poeple in their wisdom did 
not tolerate those trials and errors 
limitlessly. The national resolve to end 
disorientation and confusion and ad¬ 
vance toward a new takeoff led to the 
birth of the Fifth Republic, which will go 
down in history as a major accomplish¬ 
ment. 

"Our most immediate and urgent 
national tasks, if we are to advance 
the cause of independence in the face 
of adversity, are to achieve the peace¬ 
ful unification of the land, expedite 
industrialization and build a demo¬ 
cracy. 

"Unification is the long-standing de¬ 
sire of all Koreans, the extension of 
the half-liberation of August 15, 1945 
into full liberation. Unification would 
4 


bring to all our fellow countrymen the 
joy of living happily as one big family. 
Furthermore, it would afford the na¬ 
tion an unprecedented opportunity to 
leap forward on the strength of the 
united might of the 60 million compat¬ 
riots. 

"However, we must keep in mind 
that unification must be for the benefit 
of the people. No objective should be 
placed above the people. Unification 
by force of arms that would entail 
massive casualties and destruction 
can never be beneficial to the people. 
The right path to unification can only 
be a peaceful one. But in their delu¬ 
sion, the North Korean Communist- 
sare willing to risk wholesale destruc¬ 
tion of their fellow countrymen in the 
name of a heretic foreign ideology. 
This attitude is totally and completely 
anti-national. 

"We have steadfastly striven, in 
good faith, to bring about peaceful 
unification The most recent examples 
are our proposals on January 12 and 
again on June 5. But North Korea has 
repeatedly rejected our fair and 
reasonable proposals, persisting in 
their anti-peace, anti-unification and 
anti-national attitudes. 

"The fundamental reason for their 
negativism is that it is exceedingly 
difficult for them to open up their 
closed society, which has been com¬ 
pletely isolated from the outside 
world for a full 36 years. Both domes¬ 
tic and international support for the two 
proposals are growing day after day. 


"North Korea, therefore, will not be. 
able to turn a deaf ear to world opinion 
forever. Furthermore, they will not be 
able to continue to trample under foot 
the nation's yearning for peaceful 
unification. In the expectation that 
they will eventually change course, I 
will devote my heart and energies to 
involve them in a dialogue. 

"Along with peaceful unification 
efforts, we must work harder to 
speed up industrialization. This is be¬ 
cause greater economic might de¬ 
rived from further industrialization is 
the most effective guarantee of 
national security and popular well¬ 
being. In fact, remarkable progress in 
industrialization has already been 
achieved through our unflagging 
efforts in the face of difficult circum¬ 
stances. This achievement has been 
made possible by the strong deter¬ 
mination of a more phoenix-like peo¬ 
ple who tirelessly learn and acquire 
knowledge and skill with the help of 
expanding educational opportunities 
and who are enterprising enough to 
venture abroad in large force to many 
strange lands around the globe. 

"With the birth of the Fifth Repub¬ 
lic, we are now preparing ourselves 
for a second takeoff. By a second 
takeoff is meant the building of a 
mature industrial society on the 
foundations already constructed. To 
that end, we must promote the ba¬ 
lanced growth of all sectors and furth¬ 
er improve the quality and expand the 
scope of life. 
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"All of us are celebrating this libera¬ 
tion day together. But there must 
never be another liberation day added 
to our calendar—we might never be 
able to regain independence, should 
we ever lose it again. Even if we did, 
there would be no way to make up for 
the pain and loss, the setback and 
regression in national history." 

On National Economy 

In a recent news conference in 
Chinhae, Kyongsang Namdo, Presi¬ 
dent Chun Doo Hwan observed that 
the national economy will grow on a 
stabilized basis from next year as key 
economic targets are being fulfilled 
steadily thanks to the improvement of 
international balance of payments and 
the increase in investments in electro¬ 
nic and shipbuilding sectors. 

On Korea-Japan relations President 
Chun said that he is prepared to hold 
summit conference "at any time" and 
expressed hope that the summitry 
would be held in Seoul, because he 
has already made overseas trips twice 
this year. 

Pointing out that Korea and Japan 
are the closest neighbours and their 
relations, therefore, are a major pend¬ 
ing issue between the two countries, 
the President welcomed the fact that 
Japan has considerably "approached" 
the views of the Republic of Korea as 
regards the security situation on the 
Korean peninsula. 



President Chun observes the growth of rice plants during his tour of provinces 


INDIA INT’L AWARD FOR CHUN 

T HE National Integration Assembly of India has, last month, 
presented an award to President Chun for his contribution to the 
promotion of "international integration for the Northeast Asia chapter 
and for remarkable and distinguished services in the international arena 
since September 1980”. The award was presented to President Chun by 
Professor Baldev Raj, president of the Assembly and two other members of 
the jury, both Indian parliamentarians, during their visit to Seoul. 

Professor Baldev Raj said in Seoul that the award was adjudged because 
of President Chun's remarkable achievement in consolidating peace in the 
nation and boosting economic growth contributing to the peace and 
stability of the Northeast Asian region. President <Jhun’s state visits to the 
ASEAN, countries accelerated the decision in favour, of an award to the 

.'■President.; 

Professor Raj said that he was much impressed with President Chun’s j 
decleration at the inaugural ceremony on Mardh 3 r to devote aft his ability and 
' ^b|rt v tb;a^e|n freedom from *three great agoofes"—the threat of war. 

: and‘.ebiiee:.of power. ■■ 1 

■ ; ;‘^A J tfie ; Assembly, a sodaf organlzatibn wgrkingforthe prorrk^Onof national, / 
imerpaticmaT understanding .announced the names of the 

mm:;* - ^■, ■ ;y.. .;■ J 


The President devoted a consider¬ 
able portion of the press conference 
to economic issues He predicted that 
the annual economic growth for this 
year will be about six or seven per 
cent with the gross national product 
and per capita GNP reaching $61,000 
million and $1,576 respectively 
Tours Provinces 
During his tour of the Cholla Nam- 
do Province in the last week of last 
month, President Chun instructed 
government officials to ensure suf¬ 
ficient supply of essential items to the 
people for the Chusokfmoon festival) 
season. The President emphasised 
that studies should be made thor¬ 
oughly to improve the marketing 
channel of essential commodities. 

The President also observed the 
growth of rice plants in Nonsang, 
Kimje and Changsong districts. 
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THE NATION 


Prime Minister 
Tours Europe 

8nks nor* economic 
end trotfo cooperation 

P RIME MINISTER Nam Duck- 
woo will make an official tour of 
Sweden, Denmark, Finland and 
Belgium and will also visit the Com¬ 
mission of the European Communi¬ 
ties in Brussels beginning from 
August 31 to September 15. The 
Prime Minister and Mrs. Nam are 
accompanied by an eight member 
official entourage, including the Minis¬ 
ter of National Unification Bum Suk 
Lee and Vice Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Kim Dong-whie. A group of 
Korean enterpreneurs from major en¬ 
terprises also accompanied Mr. Nam. 

The Prime Minister will explain to 
the European leaders the series of 
peace proposals made by his govern¬ 
ment, and will seek their support. He 
will also discuss the means to pro¬ 
mote economic and trade cooperation 
with the nations. Prime Minister Nam 
is likely to brief the European leaders 
on the political and economic stability 
achieved under the Fifth Republic and 
exchange views on a broad range of 
subjects including international situa¬ 
tions, regional security and bilateral 
cooperation in the international arena. 

Prime Minister Nam Duck-woo's 
official visit to Europe is of signi¬ 
ficance in that it is the first "positive 
diplomatic initiative" toward the re¬ 
gion by the Fifth Republic, providing 
those nations with an opportunity to 
better understand developments in 
Korea. The Prime Minister's visit, im¬ 
mediately after President Chun's trips 
to the United States and the ASEAN 
countries, also underlines the fact that 
for Korea the European region is no 
less important than the Pacific area in 
terms of diplomatic strategy. 

3 . 



The number of students going abroad for studies is steadily increasing Here students are seen 
lined up before boarding plane at the Kimpo International Airport 


Observers put particular signi¬ 
ficance to the fact that Sweden. Den¬ 
mark and Finland are the first coun¬ 
tries to be visited by Korean Govern¬ 
ment officials at premier level. 

ROK, Japan Share 
Security Perception 

The meeting between the Foreign 
Ministers of Korea and Japan, last 
month, in Tokyo, provided an oppor¬ 
tunity to share the view on the secur¬ 
ity on the Korean peninsula. Japanese 
Foreign Minister Sunao Sunoda 
agreed with Foreign Minister Lho 
Shin-yong that there was increasing 
threat from North Korea. 

Foreign Minister Lho told the 
National Assembly Foreign Affairs 
Committee that Japan understood the 
fact that Korea was spending much 
money in defence and promised to 
extend solid support for Korea's Fifth 
Five Year Economic Development 
Plan, Tokyo, however, takes a position 
that it cannot provide economic coop¬ 
eration for security reasons because 
of its domestic circumstances, but 
Korea cannot afford to change its 
demand connected with security. 

Describing the outcome of his 
meeting with the Japanese Foreign 
Minister, Mr. Lho said, bilateral ties 
should be brought closer on the princi¬ 
ple of reciprocity and equality. 

Korean Students Abroad 

There is a steep rise in the number 
of Korean students going abroad for 
advanced studies. Vice Minister of 
Education Chung Tae-su said recently 


that his ministry will see to it that the 
number of students going abroad for 
studies rises to the level of 10,000 a 
year from the present level of 3,000 to 
4,000 A steep rise in such students . 
he said, is to cope with the advanced 
state of industrialization of the nation 
in which the demand for highly edu¬ 
cated persons, especially brains in 
natural sciences and engineering will 
be surging. To facilitate students to 
seek admissions in foreign universi¬ 
ties the government has recently 
lifted restrictions in this regard. 

Islands of Korea 

Korea has a record number of 
3,444 islands. Though majority of 
these islands are uninhabited, the 
inhabited islands have joined the 
mainstream of national life in econo¬ 
mic development and the standard of 
life of the islanders has improved 
substantially. A recent survey shows 
that over the past three years the per 
capita income of these islanders has 
almost doubled. The inhabitants of 
107 of the 561 inhabited islands had 
incomes higher than the national 
average. 

Forty-eight per cent of the islanders 
are engaged in farming, 28.5 per cent 
in both farming and fishing, 10.3 per 
cent in fishing and 13.2 per cent in 
other industries Including livestock 
and service industries. 

The survey revealed a significant 
improvement in electricity, drinking 
water and transportation services. 
Ninety eight per cent of the island- 
households have electricity. Other 
basic facilities have also improved 
considerably. 
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SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS 


PERSEVERANCE FOR 
REALISATION OF 
DIALOGUE 


T HE chairman of the Central Com¬ 
mittee for National Unification of 
Korea in a recent statement 
urged the North Korean authorities to 
respond affirmatively to the call for 
dialogue without seeking any longer 
to mislead the compatriots and the 
world community. 

It is "utterly unrealistic and un¬ 
reasonable" for North Korea to 
attempt to solve Inter-Korean pro¬ 
blems without the participation of the 
Head of State and the Korean Govern¬ 
ment, he said. 

"This is an act that' enrages the 
people of the Republic of Korea It is 
crystal clear that in the reality of 
national division, no effective solution 
to problems can be expected from a 
dialogue not including government 
authorities", he asserted. 

The proposal made by North Korea 
on August 6, he said, was "a trans¬ 
parent scheme designed to serve its 
goal of communising the entire 
Korean peninsula rather than a real bid 
for dialogue and peaceful unification." 

The North Korean overture called 
for a "conference for acceleration of 
unification" between political parties 
and social organizations of the two 
sides, excluding government author¬ 
ities but including such ghost orga¬ 
nizations as the "Unification Revolu¬ 
tionary Party". 

"Nonetheless, North Korea is 
attempting to exclude the Republic of 
Korea Government from dialogue, 
while disputing the internal affairs of 
the Republic of Korea in the name of 
its political parties and social organiza¬ 
tions. This behaviour ought to be 
condemned in the name of the 
nation," he observed. 

What is important at the moment, 
he noted, is for North Korea to come 
to the forum of dialogue with the 
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genuine intent of solving the problem 
pending between South and North 
Korea. 

He called upon North Korea to disist 
from showing narrow-minded negativ¬ 
ism with which it rejects Republic of 
Korea peace proposals. If only North 
Korea shows even a small degree of 
sincerity to meet the national aspira¬ 
tion for peaceful unification, he said, 
the Corpmittee will positively take the 
lead with broad magnanimity in 
arranging a new dialogue that would 
open a new age and a new historic 
chapter 

"It is from this standpoint that I 
urge North Korean authorities not to 
cling any longer to their schemes to 
mislead our compatriots and the 
world community, but instead re¬ 
spond affirmatively to a call for dia¬ 
logue that can genuinely contribute to 
peaceful unification, he emphazised. 

Should the highest authorities of 
both sides meet and correctly grasp 
the reality of each others situation or 
hold an open hearted discussion with¬ 
out any preconditions of all the issues 
raised by the two sides, this would 
eliminate distrust and misunderstand¬ 
ing providing a decisive momentum to 
solve the question of peaceful unifica¬ 
tion. he said. 

Urges Again 
for Single 
Olympic Team 

K OREA once again urged the 
North to accept the ROK propos¬ 
al for talks on forming a single 
South-North team to the 1984 Los 
Angeles summer Olympics. 

In a statement broadcast through 
the Korean Broadcasting System 


(KBS), Cho Sang-ho, president of the 
Korean Olympic Committee(KOC), 
told his North Korean counterpart that 
the proposed conference should be 
held as soon as possible either in 
Pyongyang, Seoul or in the truce 
village Panmunjom. 

The North Korean Olympic Commit¬ 
tee was to be urged in this manner 
because they were keeping silent on 
the June 19 proposal and because the 
hotlines, which were established be¬ 
tween Seoul and Pyongyang in 1972, 
no longer work. 

He repeated that the offer was 
made in an effort to meet an aspira¬ 
tion of the Koreans on two sides of 
the divided land. "The 60 million peo¬ 
ple of both the South and the North 
and the Korean people abroad are 
now watching with deep interest to 
see what kind of answer North Korea 
will make," the statement said. 

"Opening doors for the South-North 
Korean sports exchanges and show¬ 
ing the single South-North Korean 
sports team's power and harmony to 
the entire world will not only be a 
great pride for the Koreans with great 
culture but will also greatly contribute 
to build a mutual trust and under¬ 
standing between the people of the 
South and the North. 

"We are well aware that the North 
Korean side had previously proposed 
talks on forming a single inter-Korean 
team to the 35th World Table Tennis 
Championship in 1979 and again the 
Moscow Olympic Games last year. 
But each time, the North made the 
proposal on short notice," it said. The 
first proposal was made two months 
before the opening of the 35th World 
Table Tennis Championships. The 
second one was made seven months 
before the Moscow Olympics. 

Sports observers here have pointed 
out, each proposal was made at such 
short notice apparently with aims of 
preventing the ROK team from taking 
part in the planned sports events. 

"In this respect, if North Korea is 
really interested in participating in the 
international sports events as a single 
team together with the Republic of 
Korea, we hope and believe that North 
Korea will not oppose our proposal," 
the statement said. 

"Accordingly, we, the Korean Olym¬ 
pic Committee (KOC) and Korean 
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Amateur Sports Guidance Committee 
once again with pure sportsman 
spirit, urges that Pyongyang make an 
early positive response, 1 the state¬ 
ment said 

The statement concluded that "we, 
KOC and KASA people are ready 
anytime for talks with North Korean 
sports representatives and that we will 
wait with patience and sincerity until 
North Korea answers our proposal 


Red Cross 
Willing to meet 
Northern 
Counterpart 

K IM YONG-SHIK. president of the 
Korean National Red Cross 
(KNRC), announced that lie is 
willing to meet his North Korean 
counterpart "at any time at any place" 
to discuss the issue of displaced 
families 

"The operation of the Red Cross 
liaison office at Panmunjorn, which 
both sides mutually agreed upon, and 
the hoMine between the two Red 
Cross societies in Seoul and Pyon¬ 
gyang should be normalized as bo 
fore." Kim observed 
Kim said he hoped that the North 
Korean Red Cross would "give a 
positive reply to these matters " 

A fruitful momentum for the re¬ 
sumption of the South North Red 
Cross talks could begin if the delega¬ 
tions of the two Red Cross societies 
to the forthcoming 24th International 
Conference of the Red Cross scho¬ 
oled for November in Manila, the 
Philippines, agreed to meet there and 
lo discuss these matters, Kim said in a 
statement issued on the 10th 
anniversary of the KNRC's proposal 
: or a meeting between the two Red 
Cross societies 

"Difficult though it may be, we will 
jo our utmost to solve the humamta- 
ian issues to achieve the reunion of 
10 million dispersed families," the 
<NRC president said. 

3 * ' 


TABLE OF SOUTH-NORTH PROPO 


Seoul 


Jan. 12— President Chun Doo Hwan proposed an exchange of visits by 
top leaders of the South and the North. 

June 5— President Chun proposed a summit with Kim ll-sung. 

June 19— Cho Sang-ho, president of the Korea Amateur Sports Associa¬ 
tion, proposed the formation of unified South-North teams to participate in 
international athletic events • 

June 27— The Korea Amateur Sports Association urged Pyongyang to 
accept its proposal for joint athletic teams. 

Aug.12— Kim Yong-shik, president of the Korea National Red Cross, 
declared that he is willing to meet his North Korean counterpart in an effort 
to resume the long-suspended South-North Red Cross talks on the reunion 
of families separated by the division of the country. 

Aug. 15— President Chun, in a Liberation Day speech, called on 
Pyongyang to act affirmatively on his proposals for and exchange of visits ^ 
and a summit between the top leaders of the South and North. * 

Aug. 20 —Cheon Kwan-wu, chairman of the Central Committee for 
National Unification of Korea, urged Pyongyang to desist from obstructionist 
manoeuvenng and respond affirmatively to the spirit of President Chun's 
two proposals for dialogue 


He continued, "I pledge that we will 
spare no efforts of patience and 
sincerity to induce the North Korean 
side to return to the Red Cross confer¬ 
ence table " 

Declaring that "I have no intention 
of making an issue out of past Red 
Cross talks" as the important thing is 
"how we act in the present and more 
in the future," Kim suggested that 
Red Cross workers on both sides 
renew their conviction to tackle im¬ 
mediately the sufferings of dispersed 
families in the peninsula. 

To start the 1980s on a new note, 
he remarked, the Seoul government is 
strongly urging the North Korean au¬ 
thorities to accept its recent proposals 
for a summit meeting and mutual 
visits, for the resumption of the inter- 
Korean dialogue without any precondi¬ 
tions, and for the opening of doors 
between the North and South. 

"Today, international circum¬ 
stances are such that nations of the 
world seek to develop a climate of 
mutual understanding and coopera¬ 
tion irrespective of ideology and poli¬ 
tical systems," he said. "The Republic 
of Korea is committed itself to taking 
positive steps in this regard." 


Fishermen freed 
after eight 
months 

S EVENTEEN Republic of Korea 
fishermen freed recently after 
eight months of captivity in 
Communist North Korea revealed that 
before their release, they were in¬ 
structed to "help revolutionary activi¬ 
ties and rise up with arms in the South 
in the event of war." 

In a news conference held last 
month at the Korean Port Workers' 
Union Inchon Branch Office auditor¬ 
ium, the fishermen said they were 
kept in an inn in Sariwon, Hwanghae- 
do, where they had to undergo Com¬ 
munist-oriented political lessons, in¬ 
cluding those dealing with thoughts of 
Kim ll-sung and the "virtues" of Kim’s 
son. Kim Chong-il. 

According to the fishermen, the 
political lessons started at 7 a.m. and 
ended at 10 p.m. daily. 
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Chinese Soldier’s 
Remains Returned 


SALS AND COUNTER-PROPOSALS 


Pyongyang 

Jan. 19— Kim II, chairman of the North Korean Committee for ,'Peaceful 
Unification of the Fatherland, issued a statement rejecting the Jan. 12 
proposal. 

Juna 10 —North Korea's Rodong Shinmun (Workers Daily) and radio 
broadcasts rejected the June 5 proposal. 

July 15 —The Voice of the Unification-Revolution Party (URP) radio 
rejected the unified team proposal, terming it "not worth a straw." 

July 1 — Kim ll-sung rejected the Jan. 12 and June 5 proposals in a 
congratulatory message on the "anniversary" of the fictitious Overseas 
Koreans Council for Facilitating Peaceful Unification. 

Aug. 6— A joint statement by North Korea's political parties and social 
organizations proposed that the unification question be discussed with their 
South Korean counterparts at a "Conference for Acceleration of Unification." 

Aug. 10 —The Central Committee of the URP issued a statement, saying 
that the URP will participate in the above conference. 

Aug. 11 —A statement by North Korea's Committee for Peaceful 
Unification of the Fatherland maintained that many pro-Pyongyang organiza¬ 
tions of Koreans abroad had accepted the invitation to attend the above 
conference. 

Aug. 12— The Voice of the URP rejected the Red Cross proposal 


Ko Sung-Hun. 49, said that one day 
before they were released, the crew¬ 
men were instiucted to conduct anti¬ 
government activities on an individual 
basis when they returned home 
The Communists said the fisher¬ 
men and their relatives would be killed 
if they did not comply with their 
instructions or if they criticized Kim 
ll-sung and his heir-apparent son, Kim- 
il, he said. 

Asked about the circumstances m 
which they were hijacked and held 
captive, Chong ll-bong, chief engineer 


was taken to the North by an armed 
ship We arrived at Hae|u Port at 5 a.m 
on Dec 4," he said. 

According to authorities, the North 
Korean Communists are still holding 
captive 445 fishermen hijacked from 
the Republic of Korea despite Seoul's 
strenuous efforts to win their release 
Seoul immediately returned all North 
Korean fishermen who violated or 
drifted into Korea's territorial waters 

The North Korean Communists 
have refused to inform the South of 
the fate of the detained crewmen. 


T HE remains of a Communist 
Chinese soldier believed to have 
been killed in the Korean War 
were turned over to the Chinese 
component of the Military Armistice 
Commission. Some articles believed 
to be the personal effects of the 
unidentified soldier were also re¬ 
turned with the remains 
The remains and the articles were 
seen on Camp Kittybank, south of the 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) on July 23, 
four days before the 28th anniversary 
of the Armistice 

The North Korean and Chinese 
components of the MAC were notified 
of the discovery on July 24. 

The finding of the remains of a 
Communist Chinese soldier believed 
to have been killed during the Korean 
conflict was the first since the Armis¬ 
tice which was signed on July 27, 
1953, according to a UNC public 
affairs officer 

A UNC spokesman said the remains 
were returned unconditionally and de¬ 
scribed the event as significant be¬ 
cause the body was of a soldier 
missing in action 

He recalled that there are American 
soldiers who have been unaccounted 
for since they were declared missing 
in action during the war in Korea. 


of the Taechang-ho, explained that his 
boat left Sangji Port on Cheju Island at 
5 p.m. Nov. 29 of last year. 

He said, "we lost track of our 
course while seeking shelter after 
receiving a radio message from the 
Haengbok-ho No.7 about the weather 
becoming inclement." The Haengbok- 
ho was fishing in the same general 
area as the Taechang-ho, he said. 

"We encountered a boat after drift¬ 
ing in rough seas for about nine hours. 
We did not kndw we were being 
hijacked until nine armed North 
Korean Communist soldiers boarded 
out ship and blindfolded us. Our boat 



The remains of a Chinese soldier, believed to have been killed m the Korean War, were returned to 
the Chinese component of the Military Armistice Commission 
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TOURISM 


CHOLLA NAMDO: 

Boundless Beauty 
And Cultural Excellence 


S ITUATED on the south west 
coast, Cholla Namdo Province 
offers a mixture of natural, tradi¬ 
tional, architectural and historical fair 
to any tourist. It offers adventure and 
islands that are marvels of natural 
beauty as well as temples in serene 
atmosphere tempting meditative and 
creative excellence. The province also 
has very good hotels of international 
standard. 

Mt. Mudung: This mountain, 1,187 
metres high soars over the eastern 
edge of Kwangju City. It is outlined by 
three peaks called Chon-wang (King of 
Heaven). Chiwang (King on the Earth) 


and Inwang (King of Men). In the 
forest are rocky hills called Samjong- 
dae, Chubongam, Punghyolam, as 
well as Crystal Screen and Pojo Cave. 

Chokpyok River: This river is lo¬ 
cated at a point 18 km northwest of 
Hwasun. The river and the Chokpyok 
Pavilion that stands in solitude on its 
bank are named after the Chokpyok 
River in China where the famous Tang 
poet Li Po was drowned while trying 
to catch the reflection of the moon in 
the river. 

Mogpo:Mogpo is a port city on the 
southwestern coast. The rocky moun¬ 
tain called Mt. Yudal and the Samhak- 


do (Three-Crane Island) off the port 
are illustrated in a popular song called 
"The Tears of Mogpo". 

Mt. Wolchul: This may be literally 
translated as "moon-rise mountain." It 
was called Mt. Wolna (Moon Mountain) 
during the Koryo Dynasty. There are 
many rocky, scenic peaks in quaint 
shapes around Kujong Peak (809 
metres in height). Kujo Fall is also 
famous. 

Taehung-sa Temple: Founded in 
546 during the reign of King Chinhung 
of the Silla Kingdom, it is set among 
beautiful peaks and hills between Mt. 
Taedon and Mt. Turin. Priest Choii, a 




renowned priest, authored important 
classics in this temple. His two famed 
classics on the cuft of tea that were 
believed to have been lost were found 
recently at this temple. The books are 
"Tongcha-song" (The Cult of Korean 
Tea) and "Tasin-jon" (The Book of 
Tea). 

Songgwang-sa Temple: This 
temple is in the foothills of Mt. Chogye, 
52 km from Suncheon. Founded by 
Priest Haerin of the late Silla period, 
the temple was originally called Kil- 
sang-sa. The temple was expanded in 
1197, the ninth year of the reign of King 
Myongjong. 

Though partly destroyed during the 
Korean War, 55 temple structures are 
still in existence. The temple pre¬ 
serves four National Treasures, 11 
Treasures, and two Natural Monu¬ 
ments. A main shrine of the Chogye 
Sect, the temple emanates a mood of 
nobility. 

Standing rocks of Mt. Mudung, right, 
Hongdo Island, one of over 3,000 is¬ 
lands Weather and water sculptured 
Hong-do Island is partMf Korea's future 
marine parks, extreme right; Sangbong- 
sa Temple, below, and Taehung-sa Tem¬ 
ple, facing page. 


Hong*do: Located at a point 115 km 
south of Mogpo, this island is an ideal 
place for urban vacationers. It takes 
six days for the visitor to tour the 
beautiful landscapes scattered around 
the island. The island consists of 
rugged rocks of curious shapes which 
were formed as a result of rolling 
waves washing over the rocks. 

Hwaom-sa Temple: This temple is 
located on the southwestern slopes 



of Mt. Jiri near the Nokodan Ravine, 
8km east of Gurye. It was founded 
in 544 by Priest Yongi and was recon¬ 
structed in 670 by Priest Uisang. One 
of the largest Korean-style buildings 
dating from 1703 is found here. The 
stone foundations of this temple are 
impressive, as are the large pagodas 
and lantern. Behind the main shrine is 
an excellent pagoda supported by 
carved stone lions. 









INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 


Academic Group 
Visits India 

A N academic group comprising of 
23 students, including three re¬ 
search scholars and 20 post¬ 
graduate students and six professors 
from the Academy of Korean Studies, 
visited India in the last week of July. 

In New Delhi, the group attended 
lectures on History of Ideas in Modern 
India, by Professor K.P. Karunakaran, 
Head of the Political Science 
Department of the Delhi 
University. They also saw two 
Indian documentary films. Glimpses 
of India and Mamallapuram, at the 
Embassy's auditorium. The films 
were loaned by the Films Division of 
India. The students as well as the 
professors were very much impress¬ 
ed by the lectures and the 
documentary films. 

After Visiting places of historical 
importance in Delhi, the group visited 
Varanasi, and had a glimpse of the 
river Ganges. From there they went to 
Saranath, the place known for Bud¬ 
dha's first sermon. The student group 
coming from a country with rich Bud¬ 
dhist cultural and religious heritage 
was overcome when it visited this 
famous Buddhist centre. They also 
visited the Banaras Hindu University 
and had useful exchanges with its 
professors and students. 

Though theirs was a short visit, all 
of them carried pleasant memories of 
a useful visit to the country which is 
culturally and emotionally more akin to 
them. 

Korean Art Film 
Shows in Delhi 

T HE Embassy, in cooperation 
with the All India Fine Arts and 
, Crafts Society (AIFACS), orga¬ 
nized a series of cultural film shows at 


the AIFACS hall during the months of 
June, July and August. On June 27, 
two films, Korea Celadon and Dis¬ 
covering the Arts of Korea (5,000 
Years of Korean Art) were screened. 
On July 30, three films. The Bamboo 
Joints of Life, White Porcelain of Yi 
Dynasty and the Stone Pagodas of 
Korea were exhibited. 



6th century Gilt-Bronze Buddha, one of 
the artifacts exhibited in the film Dis¬ 
covering the Arts of Korea. 


On August 13, four films, Korean 
Genre Painter, Shin Yun-bok, a film on 
this great painter of the latter half of 
the Yi Dynasty; Korean Painting—A 
Tradition Maintained; Traditional Mar¬ 
tial Art of Korea and Korean Wooden 
Furniture were screened. 

All these film shows were 
attended by well known art critics and 
other art lovers. All of them expressed 
their surprise at the rich heritage the 
Korean Art presented through these 
films. Some of the critics commented 
through the columns of newspapers 
in Delhi that the rich heritage of Korea 
has until recently been unexposed to 
the Indian public. And, everyone wel¬ 
comed these exhibitions and sought 


more such exhibitions in future. 

The Bamboo Joints of Korea and 
another film Korea-1981, which gives 
a glimpse of the life and progress of 
the country in general, were screened 
at the Press Club of India in New 
Delhi. The spectators, mainly journal¬ 
ists, appreciated the films. 

Korean Independence Day 
Celebration in Delhi 

A function was organized at the 
Embassy on August 15*to celebrate 
the 36th Anniversary of the Korean 
Independence Day. Korean residents 
in Delhi gathered at the Embassy 
auditorium and participated in the 
function. A Korean film, "Under the 
Umbrella in the Autumn Rain" was 
screened on the occasion. 

Indian Independence 
Day Celebration 
in Seoul 

T HE Indian Independence Day, 
August 15, was celebrated by 
the Indian community in Seoul. 
They organized a reception at the 
Indian Overseas Bank in Seoul. More 
than 100 Indian and other guests 
attended the function. 

Women and children clad in tradi¬ 
tional Indian dress sang and danced in 
a festive atmosphere. 

Since the day is also Korea's Nation¬ 
al Independence Day, both the Indians 
and the Korean guests who attended 
the function exchanged greetings for 
the memorable day. 

India Fortnight in Seoul 

An India Fortnight was also orga¬ 
nized in Seoul as part of the Independ¬ 
ence Day celebrations, from August 
12. The India Tourism Development 
Corporation, which was commis¬ 
sioned to organize the event had pro¬ 
duced an exclusive cultural exposition 
for this purpose. 

The exposition called the 'India 
Pageant' presented a glimpse of 
Indian music, dance and costumes, 
accompanied by a feast of Indian 
cuisines. 



FIFTH FIVE YEAR PLAN 


Underlines Progress 
And Welfare 


O VER the next five years, Korea 
' aims to produce an annual eco¬ 
nomic growth of seven-to-eight 
per cent and contain price inflation at a 
single digit rate, while welfare invest¬ 
ment ratio is to increase from the 23.1 
percent of the total budget in 1977-81 
to 28.6 per cent. 

The fifth five-year social and econo¬ 
mic plan (1982-86), presented last 
month by Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Economic Planning Shin 
Byong-hyun, also sets a target of 
sustaining an export gain of yearly 20 
per cent. At current market prices, 
the total exports in the final year 
of the five-year plan period is pro¬ 
jected to reach $ 53,000 million, up 
from $ 21,000 million in 1981. 

The new plan, formulated after 
more than a year of extensive work, 
hopes to pull down the marginal capit¬ 
al coefficient, a measure of capital 
input needed to produce a unit output, 
to 4.4. 

As for the international balance of 
payments, the five-year period will 
see a stronger position with the cur¬ 
rent account deficit at the final year 
standing at $3,600 million, down from 
$5,400 million this year. The deficit 
from the trade with the rest of the world 
alone is to be narrowed from $4,200 
million to $ 2,500 million. 

In all, the development package is 
designed to attain five priority tasks— 
to consolidate the foundation for eco¬ 
nomic stability and enhance efficien¬ 
cy; to strengthen outward payments 
position and attain economic security; 
to shift the industrial structure on the 
basis of comparative advantage; to 
develop the national land pro¬ 
portionately and conserve natural en¬ 
vironment; and to expand social de¬ 
velopment. 

The deputy prime minister said that 
the government will concentrate on 
restructuring the economy basically 
and systematically for the first two 
years and then settle down to bringing 
the "second leap forward " 
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Along with modernizing the finan¬ 
cial market and streamlining the in¬ 
dustrial incentive system, freer com¬ 
petition will be encouraged through 
guaranteeing the successful enforce¬ 
ment of the just introduced Antitrust 
and Fair Trading Act internally and 
positively inducing foreign competi¬ 
tion externally. 

To that end, the import liberalization 
ratio will be pushed up to a level in 
advanced industrial countries by 1986, 
imports of foreign technology will be 
freed and a marked boost in joint 
ventures with technology-equipped 
alien concerns will be sought. 

Foreign Investment 
Policy Liberalised 

A MAJOR push has been made in 
the government's foreign invest¬ 
ment policy with such industries 
as wholesale and retail business, food¬ 
stuffs and medicine and specialized 
technical services being opened to¬ 
ward direct foreign investment. 


The three categories of industries 
have been totally closed or only opened 
to foreign investors to a limited extent. 

In its new detailed guidelines for 
foreign investment in the nation, the 
Economic Planning Board (EPB) said on 
July 29 that the government has taken 
steps to open 427 types of industries 
to alien capital. The figure accounts 
for 49.9 percent of the 855 industrial 
lines listed on the Korean Standard 
Industrial Classification. 

The new set of detailed guidelines, 
based upon the general scheme for 
expanding foreign investment 
announced on Sept. 25 last year, has 
officially become effective from July 
28. 

The EPB said that the newly intro¬ 
duced list (Positive System) is going 
to be a stepping stone for the next- 
stage shift toward a system (negative 
system) under which foreign invest¬ 
ment projects in unlisted areas will 
get automatic approval from the gov- 
ernament. The automatic system is 
timetabled for later this decade. 

Thus far, the government has large¬ 
ly depended on discretionary judge¬ 
ment for investment license without 
firmly established criteria. 


Korean economic growth owes a lot to its export of industrial products. Pony car seen here is 
one of the export oriented-products. 





WOMEN 


Handicrafts 
Hain Popularity 

The Confucian hold over Ko¬ 
rean women was broken with 
the number of highly qualified 
and skilled women ever- 
increasing, and today women 
are recognized as important 
assets not only for increased 
income but also for the pre¬ 
stige of the family. 


work provides women with precious 
opportunity to see a different world, 
free from their domestic chores. 

Calligraphy and portraits have also 
drawn Korean women's interest in 
recent years. In particular, calligraphy 
as a traditional Korean art has been 
considered a good means to cultivate 
oneself through mental concentration. 

According to statistics made by the 
Korean Home Art Centre (KHAC), 
housewives, whose age ranges from 
late 30s to early 40s, and young 
women are especially eager to learn 


Business Women's 
Association 

L EE YOUNG-SOOK was 
reelected president of the 
Korean Business Women's Asso¬ 
ciation (KBWA) in its repent general 
meeting. After her election, Mrs. Lee 
said, she would countinue her efforts 
to increase close ties of international 
friendship and cooperation through 



F ROM the early 1980s, Korean 
housewives and young women 
began showing interest in learn¬ 
ing the techniques of handicraft 
works, including Oriental knotting and 
gourd work. 

Engaging in floral arrangement, 
knot work, gourd work, ceramics or 
other handicraft works becomes not 
only^a hobby but also a source of 
incdilie. 

Furthermore, engaging in such 
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the techniques of handicraft works. 

After finishing a three month 
course, in which there are two lec¬ 
tures a week, women can produce 
their own works. 

Many young women seem to want 
to develop a skill before their mar¬ 
riage. So they are much more enthu¬ 
siastic than housewives in learning 
the skills. 

There are many stores displaying 
handicraft works, including ceramics, 
knot works and gourd works in Seoul. 
And they are increasing in number. 


expanded contact with business 
women's organizations in various 
countries of the world. 

Mrs. Lee, who is concurrently a 
standing member qf the Central Com¬ 
mittee for the National Unification and 
president of the Korea Development 
Co., has been very active in the 
promotion of rapport and cooperation 
between Korean business women 
and their counterparts in other nations. 

The KBWA offers regular counsell¬ 
ing service for the prospective 
women executives. 
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SPORTS & GAMES 


Seoul Int'l Track 
And Field Meet 

K OREA was placed first at the 
1981 International Track and 
Field Junior Open Meet held in 
Seoul, last month. A total of 218 
athletes from 12 nations took part in 
the event. 

The meet, held for the first time in 
Asia, was a great event that marked a 
turning point in the 70-year Korean 
track and field history. 

Korea's 170 athletes won 9 gold. 19 
silver and 12 bronze medals. 

The United States was placed 
second with a 7-2-7 gold-silver- 
bronze medal tally. Kenya, the sole 
participant from Africa, was placed 
third. 

Korea swept seven events in the 
male division—the 110 metre hurdle, 
the 400 metres, the 800 metres, the 
broad jump, the triple jump, the dis¬ 
cuss and the hammer throw. 

In the female division, Korean 
women picked up two more golds— 
in the broad jump and the shoutput. 

Seoul, favourite 
for 1988 Olympics 

T HE Korean capital of Seoul is 
more advanced than Nagoya, 
central Japan, in construction of 
sports facilities in their bid to invite the 
1988 Summer Olympic Games. The 
AFP said, it was stated in a 46-page 
report made by representatives of the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC), the International Sports Federa¬ 
tion (ISF) and National Olympic Com¬ 
mittees, ofr^he two candidate cities 
which they visited in April. The report 
has been distributed to all members 
of the IOC which will pick the venue 
for the 1988 summer games at a 
general session in Baden-Baden, 
West Germany, on September 30, 
according to Japanese Olympic of¬ 
ficials. The report said the main sta¬ 
dium. a swimming pool, a gymnasium 
and other various sports facilities have 
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Taekwondo, the martial art originated in 
Korea is an international sports now. 
Korea still holds the mastery over this, 
with relentless training of its sportsmen, 
right; and below athletes from various 
countries participating in the Internation¬ 
al Meet. 




been under construction in Seoul 
while Nagoya's construction projects 
only exist on blueprints. Seoul offers 
good transport facilities including 
wide streets and a projected network 
of subways while serious traffic con¬ 
gestion appears likely in ■ Nagoya, 
according to the report. 


Korea maintains 
superiority 
in Taekwondo 


K OREA dominated the taekwon¬ 
do competition by garnering nine 
golds and one silver medal out of 
10 golds at stake at the World Games 
in Santa Clara, California, last month. 

The games feature 14 non-Olympic 
sports, such as Karate, water-skiing, 
tug-of-war, badminton and ten-pin 
bowling. National flags and anthems 
are not part of the games, and the 
event has the blessing of world sports 
organizations. 


Ashwini Kumar 
visits Seoul 

I NDIAN member of the Internation¬ 
al Olympic Committee (IOC)AsHwini 
Kumar visited Seoul at the inviation 
of the Korean Olympic Committee to 
observe the Korean sports facilities. 
After touring the sports complex in 
Seoul, Mr. Kumar said, "Seoul, full of 
vigour and vitality, is a strong candi¬ 
date for the host city of the 1988 
summer Olympic Games.'' The IOC 
executive member said he could feel 
that Korea was certainly going ahead 
with "very impressive and ambitious" 
international sports complex projects 
with "strong will and desire" to attract 
the large international sports festival 
for the debut of its capital, Seoul, as 
international business and sports cen¬ 
tre in Asia and the world, toward late 
this decade. 

Mr. Kumar added that the construc¬ 
tions of sports complex, underground 
railway system and other projects, like 
20,000 accommodation apartment 
complex for the Athletes' Village are 
all massive in scale. 
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RELIGIONS AND FAITHS 



Religions 
In Korea 


Korea embraces many creeds, but has no state religion; 
freedom of religion is guaranteed by the Constitution and upheld 
in practice. Thus the Koreans have always reshaped and altered 
the composition of varied religions as they pleased. 

Korean News, from this issue introduces the religions and 
faiths of Korea; beginning with a general introduction? 


I N all countries, social patterns and 
philosophic outlook are rooted in 
religious ideas that developed in 
early phases of the development of 
society. The basic outlook of early 
Koreans can be glimpsed today in the 
remaining folk faiths, and respec) for 
genuine religion has always been a 
part of the Korean character. Indeed, 
Korea has been in some sense a 
meeting-pot of faiths and religions for 
several thousands of years. 

These beliefs, however, must be 
distinguished from the indigeneous 
cultural ethos of the Koreans, for the 
existing folk beliefs fall in the same 
category of various primitive faiths 
prevailing in Northeast Asia. One such 
system was Shamanism, which, 
especially in Korea, has imbibed the 
religious ideas of various established 
religions, such as descension and 
ascension of heavenly deities, return 
of the dead to their original birth 
places, blessings of the deities for 
good people, and so forth. So, in 
primitive times. Shamanism seemed 
to have played the role of religion 
before the introduction of Confucian¬ 
ism. Buddhism and Taoism. 

By examining the pattern of such 
beliefs, we can assess the thinking of 
the ancient Korean tribes, and learn 
their approach to the understanding of 
nature. Some such patterns can be 
seen in certain mural paintings found 
in ancient tombs. 

But the influence of those beliefs 
has declined as new religions have 
taken their place. 

Around the time when tribal com¬ 
munities like Yemaek and the Three 
Hans developed into federations and 
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states, the Koreans came into contact 
with Chinese thought through the 
canons of Confucianism and other 
historical books. The Koreans began 
learning and practising the political 
and ethical ideas of China. 

Through China, Koreans were intro¬ 
duced to Mahayana or "Greater Vehi¬ 
cle" Buddhism, around 372 A.D. 
Some monks of the southern king¬ 
dom of Paekche studied in India, and 
it was Paekche that introduced 
Buddhism to Japan. 

In the period of Unified Silla, the 
traditional national religions, along 
with Confucian ethics and Buddhist 
thought, were harmonized. 


A concrete example is the five 
principles of Hwarang-do, a chivalric 
order of Silla times, which incorpo¬ 
rated the Confucian virtues of filial 
piety and loyalty to the monarch, 
Buddhist restraint on the taking of life, 
and Taoist appreciation of natural 
beauty. This unified spirit is well de¬ 
monstrated in the artistic and 
architectural works of the time. Their 
cultural features were unified har¬ 
mony and balance and a spiritual 
milieu was created in which people 
pursued virtue. 

Around the time Unified Silla gave 
way to the Koryo Dynasty, (936 A.D.), 
the aforementioned spirit became 
solidified. The trend toward seeking 
future happiness by means of the 
Buddhist view of the other world was 
replaced by a way of thinking in which 
people sought the happiness of their 
posterity by worshipping the spirits of 
their departed ancestors. The pursuit 
of advantage in this world meant that 
religious thought was assimilated into 
popular, materialistic ways of thinking. 

The Koryo Dynasty sought such 
practical blessings due to the pressing 
urge to escape from fear of death in 
the face of recurring invasions by 
warlike northern tribes. As a result 
Buddhism, unlike in former ages, was 
concerned about how to safeguard 
the state from outside aggression; 
and as for individuals, it sought means 
to comfort believers in a harsh world. 

This caused the religious ethics of 
Buddhism to fade gradually, resulting 
in a challenge from Confucian ethics. 
However, the challenge of Confucian¬ 
ism to Buddhism was not against the 
thought and ethics of Buddhism, but 
was focussed on corruption and anti- 
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ethical conduct among monks and 
Buddhist followers. 

When the Yi Dynasty replaced the 
Koiyo Dynasty in 1392 A.D., the Con- 
fucian system faced the challenge of 
revised political and governing ideas. 
Political ideas found their anchor in 
the philosophy of Chu Hsi, introduced 
from China and known as neo- 
Confucianism. 

’ Schools were established in towns 
and villages with the purpose of pro¬ 
ducing government officials steeped 
in Confucianism. Everything in a 
Korean's life, including intellectual pur¬ 
suits, individual ways of thinking, and 
social and family ethical behaviour, 
were covered by the Chu Hsi phi¬ 
losophy. 

In this process, there emerged in 
the last years of the 16th century the 
Silhak school of "practical learning" 
whose followers vigorously attemp¬ 
ted to put into practice the Confucian 
theories. The followers of this new 
school espoused the Chu Hsi philoso¬ 
phy as their spiritual basis and at the 
same time tried to introduce, together 
with the Chu Hsi teachings. Western 
scientific knowledge and techniques 
of the Renaissance era introduced 
through contact with Jesuit missionar¬ 
ies in Peking. Efforts of many scholars 
of the Silhak persuation to arm them¬ 
selves with new knowledge and tech¬ 
niques, and to build a better society to 
live in, were thwarted by politicians in 
power, however. 

Another challenge to the closed 
society was Catholicism, which was 
persecuted for challenging Confucian 
ethics. There were many massacres, 
but persecution only helped Catholic¬ 
ism to expend its influence. 

In the first half of the 19th century, 
when Catholicism was spreading 
from the central part of the country to 
Kyongsang provinces, there arose in 
the rural areas a new school of 
thought which called itself Tonghak or 
"Oriental Learning," as against Sohak, 
or the "Western Learning" of Catho¬ 
licism. 

Around this time there occurred a 
series of social phenomena that 
accelerated the internal splits of 
Korean society; first, panic swept the 
whole country , during the period of 
religious persecution between 1801 
and 1840; and second, farmers’ revolt 
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that broke out at Chonju in Kyongsang 
Namdo spread to the entire country. 
The rebellion was fed by the Tonghak 
thought, which guided the farmers 
toward a new outlook on the world. 

Tonghak was a fresh native reli¬ 
gious inspiration that absorbed some 
elements of Sohak. It was by no 
means entirely antagonistic to 
Sohak, as some scholars argue. 
Another trend of thought that was 
comparable to Tonghak's view of the 
world was characterized by exclusiv- 
ism. The followers of this school 
advocated exchanges with foreign 
countries only after the country was 
prepared for self-sufficiency. These 
advocates were arrested and ex¬ 
ecuted by the government. But those 
influenced by this school of thought 


RELIGION 
AND THE 
CONSTITUTION 


Constitutional provision on 
religious activities 
Article 9 (1): All citizens shall 
be equal before law, and there 
shall be no discrimination in 
political, economic, social or 
cultural life on account of sex, 
religion or social status 

Article 16 (1): All citizens shall 
enjoy freedom on religion. 

(2) No state religion shall be 
recognized, and religion and 
politics shall be separated. 


later rose up against the exploitative 
policies of the Japanese imperialists 
who were strengthening their grip on 
Korea in the latter part of the 19th 
century. In effect, they became the 
cornerstone of the nation’s struggle 
for independence following Japanese 
annexation in 1910. 

Modem and democratic thought 
from the West was introduced into 


the country largely by Protestant mis¬ 
sionaries from the United States after 
1884, in the final years of the Yi 
Dynasty. But these ideas were largely 
suppressed with Japan's annexation 
of Korea. 

Following its colonization of Korea, 
Japan demanded strict subjugation 
based on a feudalistic structure of 
society. The Japanese rulers suppres¬ 
sed all new trend of thought from the 
West and everything nationalistic. 
They enforced a colonial type of 
education. 

The Japanese rulers also en¬ 
deavoured to weaken the progressive- 
spirit of the Koreans by either ignoring 
or protecting native faiths. As a result, 
beliefs that were suppressed during 
the earlier dynasties spread fast 
among those less fortunate, economi¬ 
cally and educationally. The estab¬ 
lished religions had to conform to the 
Japanese colonial policy. 

Such a situation led to confusion 
not only in religious circles but also in 
other fields during the years following 
national liberation in 1945. With the 
liberation various religious bodies, 
hitherto oppressed by the colonialists, 
rebuilt their organizations and ex¬ 
panded their influence. On the other 
hand, numerous new religions sprang 
up rapidly-, creating much confusion 
and uncertainty. 

The establishment of the Republic 
of Korea government in 1948 dam¬ 
pened this religious unrest, but cor¬ 
rupt religious organizations persisted. 

The number of Christians swelled 
rapidly after 1945 and small religious 
sects from the United States moved 
into Korea in the 1960s. But, contrary 
to its expanding influence, the image 
of Christianity became somewhat tar¬ 
nished in this period. 

Buddhism, freed from many years 
of rigid control, also grew, and numer¬ 
ous Buddhist sects came into being in 
the post-liberation years, when 
Buddhism showed a strong tendency 
toward isolation from worldly matters. 

In the 1970s, however, there 
emerged a tendency toward integra¬ 
tion among similar sects. It seems 
that the progress of the country's 
religions depends upon declining in¬ 
fluence of native religions and in- 
creasig trends of religious amalgama¬ 
tion. 
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NEWS FROM KOREA 


CHILDREN'S INT'L VILLAGE 


T HE Children's International Summer Village 1981 
was held in Seoul last month. Children from 
India, Denmark, France, West Germany, Japan, 
Norway, the Philippines, Sweden, Canada, Thailand, 
the United States, Finland and Korea attended the 
Summer Village. 

In conjunction with the CISV in Seoul, an internation¬ 
al day was held at the Primary School of Ewha 
Women's University in Seoul. The day featured a 
number of folk dances presented by the participating 
children clad in traditional costumes. 

After ending the folk dances, the foreign children 
began to make a two day home stay at their Korean 
friends’ houses on the same day. Earlier, they made 
home stays at their Korean counterparts' houses to 
share friendship with their Korean friends. 


INT'L LINGUISTIC CONFERENCE 

A N International Linguistics conference was held 
last month in Seoul with 500 linguists from 16 
countries attending. 

Leading linguists from 15 foreign countries, includ¬ 
ing India, the United States, Japan, the United King¬ 
dom, France, West Germany, the Netherlands, Cana¬ 
da, New Zealand, the Republic of China, Malaysia, 
Sweden and Denmark attended the conference. 

In a welcome address the Minister of Education 
Rhee Kyu-ho said that he "hopes linguistics will lead 
us to the solution of the fundamental problems of 
human communication, thus promoting both progress 
and prosperity for mankind. 

Yang In-seok, president of the Linguistic Society of 
Korea played a leading role in preparing the opening of 
the five day gathering of linguistic professors officially 
called SICOL '81 (the Seoul International Conference 
on Linguistics). 

Prof. Yang said the conference, the first of its kind 
held in the Asian region, provides a forum for recent 
developments in linguistics in general as well as in 
Korean linguistics. 

The conference is especially meaningful in that it 
would provide Korean scholars with a chance to view 
and discuss current academic trends in linguistics. Prof 
Yang added. A series of forum lectures were con¬ 
ducted and the scholars presented papers on Korean 
linguistics and linguistics in general. 



M ORE than 28 years after the end of the Korean 
War chilling tension still hangs over. But paradox¬ 
ically, this no-man's-land, with all its memories of ■ 
man's madness and his inhumanity, has become a 
natural haven of wildlife. All along the 155-mile buffer 
zone, one encounters migrant birds, pheasants, roe 
deer, wild boars, do not scamper away ip panic at 
one's approach. In the winter, a wild boar or badger 
may even come up to an observation post of the 
Republic of Korean army in search of food. 



An ecological survey shows that more than 50 
species of migrant birds flock to the DMZ area every 
year, including cranes, whose number is now believed 
to total only 600 the world over. About 80 to 100 cranes 
have been spotted in recent years, wintering in the 
highland plain of Cholwon, which is located near the 
centre of the DMZ. 

Chotwon, originally agricultural land, has become 
wild grassland, apparently much favoured by up to a 
million migrant birds, among them some rare species 
of buntings, ducks, sparrows, wild gees, and white- 
naped cranes. 
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ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


EXPORT RATE UPS FURTHER STEEL MILL CONTRACT FROM EGYPT 

K OREA exported $ 4,160 million worth of heavy "P 1 HE Bando Sangsa Co., the trading arm of the 

industrial products in the first half of this year, up I Lucky Business Group, has recently concluded a 

28.1 per cent over the same period last year and * contract with an Egyptian steel firm, Union Co. 

ahead of the country's overall commodity export which needs a hot rolling mill, 
growth rate target of 27.2 per cent for 1981, according Joined with the Wonil Machinery Works, a machine 
to statistics released by the Ministry of Commerce and maker located in the port city of Inchon, Bando will 

Industry. Last year, Korea's foreign sales of heavy supply a complete plant capable of manufacturing 

industrial products grew 38.3 per cent over 1979. some 50,000 tons of steel products annually on a 

According to the statistics, Korea exported $4,930 turn-key basis. 

million worth of light industrial products during the The project started in July with manufacturing 
January to June period of this year, a 25.7 per cent equipment for billet input process, is to be completed 

increase over the same period in 1980 but less than in February next year. 

the heavy industrial product export increase rate. The In the face of fierce competition from leading steel 
statistics also show that Korea's imports of capital mill suppliers from the United States, West Germany 

goods reached $3,470 million worth in the first six and Japan, Wonil Bando finally won the contract by 

months, 17.7 per cent higher than a year before, and proving to the Egyptian end-user that Korean technolo- 

those of industrial raw materials and fuels $8,000 gy for hot rolling mill production was fully advanced, 

million, 13.7 per cent higher. 

Heavy industrial products, like the boiler shown here, worth $4,160 million, were exported in the first half of this year. 
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PREMIER'S TRIP 

W E have never seen an era in which the import¬ 
ance of interdependence among countries is 
emphasized like now-a-days. 

Complementarity and reciprocity are essential ele¬ 
ments in ensuring productive and meaningful rela¬ 
tionship between governments and countries. 

In this connection, we think highly of the recent visit 
of Prime Minister Nam Duck-woo to four European 
nations in that it made special contribution to streng¬ 
thening our bonds with those European countries. 

Prime Minister Nam's tour of four European nations 
was significant in that it brought Seoul closer to them 
through the visit of the highest Korean official ever to 
that region. 

His effective presentation has drawn understanding 
and support from the four European states—Sweden, 
Denmark, Finland and Belgium. 

In this vein, greater communication and cooperation 
between Seoul and those European countries is called 
for to lower barriers and to promote more beneficial 
economic exchange. 

—Seoul Shinmun 


SEOUL DEVELOPMENT 

S EOUL is a mirror which reflects the social 
changes and developments in Korea. This is 
proved by Seoul's large share in various phases 
of SQcial life. 

According to statistics, Seoul has 20.7 per cent of 
the total population, 32 per cent of the GNP, 52.4 per 


cent of the financial business, 43.6 per cent of the 
automobile industry, 70 per cent of the body corpo¬ 
rates and 50.7 per cent of the total universities. 

This produces ill effects in many ways. Considering 
that the function of Seoul is closely related to the 
destiny of Korea, we feel it is strongly needed that the 
capital city should be actively developed. 

To activate the function of a city, we must solve 
many problems such as housing, transportation, pollu¬ 
tion, cultural and accommodation facilities. More im¬ 
portant is the expansion of regional communication. 

Regional communication, which provides Seoulites 
with all kinds of information, will enable them to enjoy 
a more comfortable standard of living. The authorities 
concerned will be able to implement more efficient 
administration with improved regional communication. 

— Don-A llbo 

SCIENCE EDUCATION 

M ODERN times are called a period of science and 
technology. In order to strengthen a nation, we are 
bound to develop science and technology. 

In such resources-poor countries as Korea, the 
national power depends on the quality of manpower. 

With the rapid development of the industry, Korean 
science and technology developed considerably. 
However, they are much more backward than those of 
the advanced countries. In this sense, the annual 
National Science Exhibition is meaningful. 

Science education can be accomplished only with 
much financial assistance. The government and other 
groups interested should invest more money in 
assisting science education. 

—Kyunghyang Shinmun 










Modal of Seoul Sports Complex 


EDITOR'S NOTE 


S eoul, the capital city of Korea hit international 
headlines this month, when it was selected as the 
venue for the 1988 Summer Olympics. You might be 
aware that Korea is the first developing country to have 
the honour of playing host to the Olympic Games. This is 
something for the peoples of the developing countries to 
be proud of. While Korean News brings the news to you, 
it also wishes to keep its readers informed of Seoul's 
sports facilities which enabled it to offer itself as the host 
to the biggest sports event in the world. Aptly, Seoul's 
elevation to the Olympic map makes the cover story of 
this issue. 

Korea’s economic progress in the last two decades has 
been tremendous. And. economists around the world 
have appreciated the path Korea took to achieve this. 
Eastern Economist, one of the leading economic week¬ 
lies from New Delhi, in its October 2, 1981 issue, 
published a supplement on Korean Economy. Korean 
News in this issue, reproduces some of the articles from 
the Supplement. 

Korea's traditional furniture items are collectors' de¬ 
lights, particularly those of the Yi Dynasty period. They 
are works of natural beauty, frugality and practicality as 
well, Korean News in this issue carries a photo feature 
and an article on Korea's traditional furniture and lacquer- 
ware. 

A photo feature on the prize winning entries at the Fall 
Division pf die 30th National. Art Exhibition, a feature on 
the annual folk festival, Chusok, and another on the 26th 
International Conference on Folk Music held in Seoul, last 
morith,should also interest our readers. Among our 
regular columns, Religions and Faiths this time features 
Korea's targest religion, an Indian gift to the 
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sures 33 metre m height and ? 7? metre m 
ftp dwnetre The Bell is now m Kyongju 
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National 
Strength for 
Progress 


THE PRESIDENCY 



\ 

A DDRESSING the Armed Forces 
Day ceremony on October 1, 
President Chun Doo Hwan call¬ 
ed on the people to further boost up 
the nation’s strength in order to be 
free from the immediate threat of war 
and ensure the progress and prosper¬ 
ity of the country. A stronger national 
capability, he said, is needed because 
the bellicose North Korean Commun¬ 
ists still scheme to communize all 
Korea by force of arms. The Chief 
Executive also called on the people to 
renew the resolve to cast away the 
old, counter-productive habits and to 
achieve political modernisation condu¬ 
cive to cohesive national strength. 

Stressing the need for according 
priority to security, the President said, 
more than any other country, the 
Republic of Korea is in need of main¬ 
taining formidable military power, be¬ 
cause it is in direct confrontation with 
the world's most pugnacious aggres¬ 
sive forces. "We must be equipped 
with' sufficient military might. Only 
when we can convince the enemy 
that the price of aggression is prohibi¬ 
tively high will we be able to secure 
lasting peace." 

Expressing his satisfaction over the 
economic progress the nation has 
achieved. President Chun said, "one 
cannot think of adequate security 
without a strong economy." 

"Besides military and economic 
power, yet another important ingre¬ 
dient of national might is political 
strength”, the President added. "The 
effective channelling of the wisdom 
and determination of the people is 
fundamental not only to victory in war 
but also to the rise and prosperity of 
the nation in peace." 

"It is true that we have many 
friends'whose tangible and intangible 


help is greatly contributing to our 
security. But even our friends would 
not be keen to help us if we did not 
make determined efforts to defend 
ourselves. Only if we are strong do 
we deserve strong friends." 

On North Korea's refusal to accept 
President Chun's proposal for opening 
up the societies to each other, he 
said, it was because of the contrast 
between democracy and commun¬ 
ism. "If the North Korean residents 
were truly enjoying the kind of life 
claimed by communist propaganda, 
there would be no reason to take so 
much trouble to keep North Korean 
society concealed from the rest of the 
world, especially from compatriots in 
the South." 

"Genuine peace is possible only 
when we have secured the ability to 
deter anyone from disturbing it. No 
amount of earnest appeal for peace by 
a weak, unprepared country will save 
it from the claws of powerful aggres¬ 
sors", President Chun stressed. 

Calls far 

Creativity, 

laspaaiibility 

I N an exclusive interview to the 
Seoul daily newspaper Kyunghyang 
Shinmun, on October 6, President 
Chun Doo Hwan said that to ensure 
the smooth operation of state affairs, 
all segments of society should volun¬ 
tarily execute their duties in the spirit 
of creativity and responsibility. "I think 


this is very important because it is 
basic to the establishment of demo¬ 
cracy in our society,", the President 
said. 

On the Korean question, the Presi¬ 
dent said, "Our unification formula is 
based on the condition that unification 
must be realised peacefully in a way 
which can ensure national prosperity. 
My January 12 and June 5 proposals 
for an inter-Korean summitry were 
aimed at dispelling mutual distrust 
and preventing North Korea from mis¬ 
calculating our capability. World opin¬ 
ion is in favour of our policy for 
inter-Korean dialogue. I have substan¬ 
tial plans to ease tensions. But, I think, 
this is not the time to make them 
public, for announcing them now 
would only spur a propaganda war 
which would in no way be helpful to 
alleviate tensions." 

The President said, in the light of 
increasing international tension in the 
1980s, "I feel our foreign policy in this 
decade should be focused on consoli¬ 
dating our national security and at the 
same time contributing to world 
peace and regional stability. I also 
believe that free world nations should 
help each other rather than pursuing 
their individual national interests 
only." 

He added that the Soviet Union, 
mainland China and other Communist 
bloc nations are unable to take advan¬ 
tage of our open-door policy because 
of their own stands and their rela¬ 
tionship with North Korea. 

On a welfare society the President 
said, "The welfare society we seek to 
achieve is a society where all people 
can take part in national development 
constructively and can lead a decent 
life, a society which can be gained 
only when the life of rural people is 
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improved. There are many ways to 
achieve a welfare society. But, in view 
of the fact that many advanced coun¬ 
tries suffer from socio-economic dif¬ 
ficulties despite their near-perfect so¬ 
cial welfare system, I feel we must 
pursue it in a manner befitting our 
situation." 

President Chun also stressed the 
importance of steady growth of eco¬ 
nomy. Most important to economic 
recovery is the control of inflation, he 
said. 

Superiority Way to Reunification. 

President Chun Doo Hwan last 
month said that the nation should exert 
utmost efforts for the resumption of 
the stalemated South-North talks, 
with sincerity and patience, while 
fostering the national strength to 
maintain overwhelming superiority 
over North Korea. "This is the only 


shortcut to hasten the national 
reunification and prosperity," he said. 

In his speech at the commence¬ 
ment and commissioning ceremony 
of the Third Military Academy, Presi¬ 
dent Chun said: "In view of the reality 
facing the country, both domestic and 
international, the way to secure 
national survival and prosperity is to 
strengthen our own defence capa¬ 
bility". 

Emphasizing that peace can be 
maintained only on the balance of 
power in the cold political environ¬ 
ment of today, he said, "We have 
often seen in many parts of the world 
that the justice in human society and 
goodwill among nations were infring¬ 
ed when they were not backed up by 
strength.” 

He said that *he "reckless" pro¬ 
vocations involving the aerial intrusion 
over Paengnyong Island and firing at 
an American reconnaissance plane by 


North Korea were some examples 
which prove that the security situation 
surrounding the country contains un¬ 
stable elements. 


4314th National Foundation Day 


In his address at the 4314th Nation¬ 
al Foundation Day ceremony on Octo¬ 
ber 3, 1981, President Chun Doo 
Hwan stressed the need to pool 
national energies to sustain survival 
amidst hard circumstances both at 
home and abroad. It was very impor¬ 
tant for the people to correctly under¬ 
stand history and establish a thorough 
national spirit to attain that end. Presi¬ 
dent Chun also called on the people to 
manifest greater patriotism, emph¬ 
asising that they should stride over 
the hard circumstances with strong 
will and wisdom. 


President Chun Doo Hwen keenly listening lo the exploitations of e scientist of the Koree Institute of Energy end Resources during his visit to en exhibition organised by the Institute. 





THE NATION 


Prime Minister Nam 
Tours Europe 


P RIME MINISTER Nam Duck- 
woo last month visited Sweden, 
Denmark, Finland, Belgium and 
the Commission of the European 
Communities in Brussels. He ex¬ 
plained a series of peace proposals 
made by President Chun Doo Hwan to 
leaders there and got their support for 
Korea's initiative. 

In Sweden 

During his meeting with Prime 
Minister Nam, Swedish Prime Minis¬ 
ter Thorbjorn Falldin had agreed that 
an inter-Korea dialogue was indis¬ 
pensable for the peaceful unification 
of the Korean peninsula, and pledged 
cooperation to promote such a dia¬ 
logue. 

The two prime ministers also 
agreed that their governments would 
do their utmost to further expand 
relations between Korea and the Nor¬ 
dic country in such areas as trade and 
economic cooperation. 

The talks between the two Prime 
Ministers were held at the Swedish 
Foreign Ministry. On hand at the talks 
were National Unification Minister 
Kim Dong-whie and Korean Ambassa¬ 
dor Kang Young-kyu. The Swedish 
delegation included Foreign Minister 
Ola Ullsten and leaders of the Swed¬ 
ish parliament and armed forces. 

On the issue of economic coopera¬ 
tion, the two prime ministers discus¬ 
sed Sweden's participation in subway 
construction projects in Seoul, elec¬ 
tronic switchboard installation in small 
cities, construction of underground oil 
storage facilities in Korea, and tech¬ 
nical tie-ups between Korea's Hyundai 
Motor Co. and a Swedish company. 

In Denmark 

Danish Prime Minister Anker 
Jorgensen expressed support for 
Korea's peace initiative of pursuing an 
inter-Korean dialogue as a solution to 


the peaceful unification of the Korean 
peninsula. 

Prime Ministers Nam and Jorgensen 
discussed ways of promoting bilateral 
trade and economic cooperation, the 
current situation on the Korean penin¬ 
sula and other major international 
issues. 

During the meeting which lasted 
one and a half hours, Mr Nam ex¬ 
plained to Mr Jorgensen the back¬ 
ground of President Chun Doo 
Hwan’s peace proposals calling for a 
summit with North Korea's Kim II- 
sung, and stressed the need for 
South-North dialogue and internation¬ 
al- support and sympathy. 

Regarding the issue of economic 
cooperation, the Korean premier said 
that Denmark would have many 
opportunities to expand bilateral trade 
and economic cooperation with Korea 
which will start its Fifth Five-Year 
Economic and Social and Develop¬ 
ment Plan next year. 

In an interview with a Danish eco¬ 
nomic daily, Mr Nam said that Korea's 
growing interests in North European 
countries are part of a move to diver¬ 
sify its export markets, and rectify its 
worsening international balance of 
payment position stemming from 
Korea's heavy dependence on trade 
with the United States and Japan. 

In Finland 

During his meeting with Premier 
Nam, Finnish Prime Minister Mauno 
Koivisto has voiced support for 
Korea's initiatives for the peaceful 
unification of the Korean peninsula 
through dialogue, saying that it is his 
government's position that the Ko¬ 
rean question should be solved by 
peaceful means. 

Regarding economic affairs, the 
two prime ministers agreed to pro¬ 
mote two-way trade and expand 
the scope of bilateral economic 



Prime Minister Nam Duck-woo 


cooperation. . 

Nam said he knows that a number 
of Finnish enterprises are eager to 
participate in Korea's economic de¬ 
velopment projects, and that Korea 
needs Finnish technical cooperation in 
building its underground oil and natu¬ 
ral gas storage facilities. 

Koivisto said that since 1973 trade 
between the two countries has in¬ 
creased notably and expres*sed the 
wish that this would expand further. 

In Belgium 

During the meeting with his Belgian 
counterpart Mark Eyskens, Premier 
Nam asked Belgium's support for 
Korea's stand with regard to inter- 
Korea questions at the United Nations 
and other international forums. 

In response to , the request, Mr. 
Eyskens said that his government 
would positively support Korea's 
efforts to realize territorial unification 
and durable peace on the Korean 
peninsula through dialogue with Pyon¬ 
gyang, and that such support would 
be manifested at European summit 
and foreign ministers conferences. 

Prime Minister Nam called for Bel¬ 
gian cooperation in supplying Korea 
with highly advanced industrial tech¬ 
nology and in supplying Belgian con¬ 
struction materials to Korean con¬ 
struction firms operating in the Middle 
East. 

He also requested that Belgium 
increase imports of Korean-made 
footwear and textile products by eas- 



ing its import restrictions against such 
products. 

Mr. Eyskens responded by saying 
that the two countries should con¬ 
tinue their complementary economic 
cooperation, expressing hope for Bel¬ 
gian capital and technological parti¬ 
cipation in Korea's construction of 
nuclear power plants, subways and 
electrified railroads. 

Prime Minister Nam met the presi¬ 
dents of both houses of Belgium's 

parliament, before a meeting with . , * — , -., r . v , . 

King Baudouin and working meals ■ ''■|;' , ':fenpe. last : .J * > 
with Belgian business leaders. * North ' Kore$% -dohtinuirig iqf' I N a testimony at th* 

gressive, slanderous broadcasts as I Of the National Asseff^.'wwwjh. 
At the EEC a “premeditated provocation" de- ■ * Affairs and Defence Committees. 

Prime Minister Nam, who met the signedto heighten thetenskxv along the Minister of National Defence, 

top officials of the European Econo- the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) and Choo Young-bofck said Korea, Shpi|id 

mic Community (EEC) has predicted a warned that the North. wiB be fully be poised for a fuilscale war in ca^aqf 

revival of production and exports from responsible for the consequences of retaliation against Challenges; ' 

the Republic of Korea and a drop in the resumed defamatory propaganda. K6r9ft'||$v«s.priority 
inflation from 20 to 10 per cent. Park Jong-shil, ministry spokesman, in order to .protect the 

The prime minister made his re- charged that the North Koreans are properties of the Koreeh peo^; |l^ 

marks at a press conference following manifesting their basic strategy to Should a war become inevitable, thf 

meetings with European Commission communize the Republic of Korea by armed forces would bdaljfe ^ OrUah 
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dent Etienne Davingnotf, who holds casts and by trying to seize on a North Korea has made persistant 

the industry and energy portfolio, and tension they hope to create., efforts to weaken “our war deterrent 

Commissioner Wilhelm Haferkamp, The ministry spokesman called for capability" j» provoke art VOBfaiyS t<7 : 

who is in charge of external relations. an immediate stoppage of the fabri- linjeash a full-scale War, 

President Thorn pointed to the icated defamatory propaganda and for North Koraai must have attempted 

trade imbalance between the 10 Com- their coming to the dialogue table. to shoot down the U.S.. plane during 

mon Market members and Korea, He made the denunciation in a . the SR 71 incident, and the missile 

which more than doubled last year to statement issued one year after North fired by North Korea was a tactical 

some $1000 million. Thorn gave his Korea resumed its false brodcasts weapon, he said, 

assurances that the European Com- against the Republic by loudspeakers the ministor said the PyphQYW’fl 

mission was fighting against protec- along die northern boundary of the regime might have fired atthehigh- 

tionism but declared this struggle -DMZ. altitude American plane to boaat Of its’' 
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The Korean Prime Minister re- 4, 1972 South-North Joint Com- the Republic of Korea and tof^taa 
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tage would increase to 90 per cent in an estimated 250,000/Such broad- Lho Shin-yongsaid 

1986. casta during the past year, a daily and the recent aerial intrusicW byef 

Premier Nam said his country had average of 700, through high powered Paengnyortg (Stand show that North 

its own foreign trade problems, with a loudspeakers ,installed at 90 military Korea turned down “our January 12 

1980 balance of payments deficit postsalpng the 1554nHe boundary. and June 5 proposals“ ^d f 1^ 

amounting to $5,000 million, much of ^yWj 'uige that thd North Korean seeks to cornmunize the Korean 

that with Japan. Cormildhists immediately stop the peninsula by fbrce. 

The Korean leader suggested a sort defamatory broadcasts and accept the At the joint session, the first of its 

of "Marshal Plan" on the part of the proposals made by President Chun kind since the inauguration last April 
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What Makes Korea Tick? 

MIm EcaiMlsts oil Karan Ecaaaaw 


The Eastern Economist one of the leading economic weeklies from New Delhi, 
published a 14-page supplement on Korean economy, in its October 2,1981 issue. 
The articles in the supplement present Indian economists' views on Korean 
economy. 

Two articles, one by the editor of Eastern Economist and the other by its assistant 
editor, are reproduced here. 


A South Korean publication starts with the 
following lines. "Since 1963, the Korean 
Government has devised four five-year 
plans, and as a result the country had an 
unprecedented economic boom " In India we 
have devised six Five-Year Plans since 1950, 
and there is still no boom in sight. The Korean 
War left South Korea in as bad an economic 
plight as India. There was no shortage of Indian 
commentators who regarded India as an in¬ 
finitely superior country, with far better econo¬ 
mic prospects. But India has remained mired 
in stagnation, while South Korea has emerged 
as the superstar of the developing world. There 
were sneers aplenty in India when Korea opted 
for an export-oriented economy, depended 
on foreign money for 82 per cent of its savings, 
and depended largely on the USA for its 
defence. The sneering Indian intellectuals be¬ 
lieved that South Korea will never attain self- 
sufficiency. 

Korea a Donor 

Three decades later, the shoe is on the other 
foot. South Korea has long ceased getting aid, 
but India is looking for more aid than ever 
before, especially from the International De¬ 
velopment Agency, the soft-loan affiliate of the 
World Bank And the ultimate irony is that South 
Korea itself has now become one of the donors 
to the IDA. so that it is now indirectly providing 
aid to India. Those who sneered at South Korea 
in the 1950s have proved to be totally wrong in 
their analysis of what a developing nation 
should do. The Nehruvian pattern has proved a 
failure, while the Korean one has been a 
resounding success. 

Different Results 

What explains the divergence? In many 
ways. Korea and India had the same develop¬ 
ment aims. Both wanted growth with social 
justice. Both saw industrialisation as an essen¬ 
tial tool of rapid development. Both embraced 
planning and Government guidance for the 
economy. And yet the results have been so 
different in the two countries India has had 
little growth and less social justice. Korea has 
enjoyed runaway growth averaging nearly 10 
per cent since 1962, and has combined this 


with one of the most egalitarian income- 
structures in the whole developing world. India's 
industrialisation has been patchy and halting, 
while Korean industry has been surging forward 
at 20 per cent per year. Unemployment keeps 
growing in India with half the population below 
the poverty line. But Korea has gone from 
unemployment to a labour shortage, and its per 
capita income is nearly ten times as high as 
India's. 

The main difference between the two can be 
summed up in one word—productivity. South 
Korea has the highest productivity in the world, 
as measured by the incremental capital-output 
ratio South Korea has specialised in squeezing 
the maximum possible production out of every 
dollar invested, and the capital-output ratio 
since 1962 has averaged just 2.5. By contrast 
the capital-output ratio in India was 3 2 even in 
the 1950s. and is now estimated at more than 
6.0. Every dollar invested in South Korea has 
yielded 40cents of output. Every dollar invested 
in India today yields an output of only 16 cents 
There lies the difference between success and 
failure. 

How has South Korea attained such a high 
level of productivity? One of the most important 
reasons is that it has opted for an export- 
oriented system, and export industries have to 
be efficient to survive global competition. And 
once the culture of efficiency is ingrained in 
such a large sector, it inevitably spreads to 
other purely domestic sectors like agriculture 
and infrastructure The most important aspect 
of export-orientation is not that it yields foreign 
exchange, but that it suffuses the whole eco¬ 
nomy with a relentless drive towards cost 
reduction, technical improvement, production 
maximisation, and aggressive marketing. It is 
the vital truth that has escaped our simplistic 
economists in India who favour import sub¬ 
stitution. These economists would like exports 
to be limited to a small sector to pay for 
inescapable imports. But a totally protected 
domestic market encourages every sort of 
inefficiency, and it is impossible to have an 
efficient expbrt sector bang in the middle of a 
highly inefficient domestic sector. * 


The era of planning started by Pandit Jawa- 
harlal Nehru laid an overwhelming emphasis on 
savings, investment, and the use of taxation 
and the public sector to accelerate savings and 
investment What the model totally neglected < 
was productivity. It coolly assumed that a highly 
protected economy, with a dominant public 
sector, would be as efficient as a highly 
competitive private sector economy. The Ko¬ 
rean example shows how gravely mistaken this 
assumption was. Between 1962 and 1977, the 
rate of savings in Korea averaged a gross rate of 
25 per cent of GNP, only marginally higher than 
India's rate in the last few years. But Korea in 
that period grew at the rate of nearly 10 per 
cent per year, while we remain stuck at the 
Hindu growth rate of 3.5 per cent 
Myopia is not an Indian monopoly. It is shared 
by a very large number of developing countries, 
including even South Korea in the 1950s. It was 
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only in 1962 that the Korean Government 
decided to shift from the standard import- 
substitution model to an export-oriented one. 
Interest rates were jacked up from 12 pre cent 
to 30 per cent to improve money management 
and encourage savings. As a result, savings 
doubled nearly every year from 1965 to 1968. 
The Government decided to seek foreign capit¬ 
al , though in general it wanted to give the 
foreign party only a minority shareholding. Thus 
most of the foreign money came in the form of 
loans—only ten per cent of the 19 billion dollars 
that entered Korea till 1980 took the shape of 
direct foreign investment, the rest being public 
and private borrowings This reliance on foreign 
savings means that 83 per cent of all invested 
capital in 1962 came from abroad, a depend¬ 
ence that was considered suicidal by many But 
it proved to be an <deal recipe for success 
Provided only that you can convert capital into 
production efficiently, borrowing capital is not a 
sin but a virtue 

Educated Work-force 

Opening up an economy to foreign invest¬ 
ment and trade is by itself no guarantee of rapid 
economic growth Several countries have tried 
the open door policy, and many have failed or 
achieved very limited success Why, then, has 
Korea succeeded? Ihe answer lies in three 
factors which go to the very roots of develop¬ 
ment 

One is education Only an educated work¬ 
force can be truly productive one In Korea, 
literacy was 80 per cent even in the early 1960s 
Learning has always enjoyed a high value in the 
country So in the 1960s Korea enjoyed both an 
educated work-force and an ample pool of 
trained managerial talent. Both are scarce com¬ 
modities in most developing nations, and both 
are essential tor performing the kind of miracle 
Korea has 

The second factor has been disciplined, 
hard-working workers. Korea is an autocratic 
state which does not tolerate labour indisci¬ 
pline Holidays are few and far between, sur¬ 
plus workers are never hired just to keep up 
employment, and the eternal threat of an 
invasion from the North is a great psychological 
stimulus of discipline. Kerala in India has almost 
as high a literacy as Korea, but is an economic 
disaster, and the principal reason for this is that 
trade unions in Kerala are interested in extorting 
the maximum money for the minimum work, in 
safeguarding surplus jobs at any cost in resist¬ 
ing modernisation or anything similar which 
might improve productivity, and in simply lower¬ 
ing management morale to the point where it 
beocmes ineffective. India's labour laws and 
attitude to labour encourage slacking, and 
workers welcome nationalisation of their indus¬ 
tries as this will ensure them lots of money for 
little work. But we have the consolation in India 
of having a working democracy and civil liber¬ 
ties on an infinitely larger scale than in Korea. 

The third factor which made the Korea boom 
possible was land reform. As early as 149 
extensive land reforms were implemented 
which made millions of peasants proprietors of 
amen plots of land. This sowed the seeds of an 


egalitarian society, for it ensured a distribution 
of not just income but of sseets. Agricultural 
productivity shot up, assisted again by the 
education and discipline of the Korean farmer 
and worker. Even this was not enough, and the 
Korean Government launched the Saemaul 
Undong—a community development program¬ 
me—to rural infrastructure, water supplies, and 
social overheads, apart from subsidies for farm 
inputs and free extension services. India has 
tried to do all these things too. and fallen flat 
on its face. One reason is simply its inefficiency 
and poor delivery system The other is the 
existence of vested interests who have persis¬ 
tently sabotaged land reform, monopolised rural 
credit and inputs, and usurped funds intended 
for the small and poor t farmers. 

Important Factors 

These three factors—high literacy, disci¬ 
plined labour, and an egalitarian asset base 
formed the main spring which launched Korea 
to success Its post 1962 policies could not 
have succeeded but for these basic factors, 
which are missing in far too many developing 
countries They made the sharp rise in produc¬ 
tivity possible in the first place But high 
productivity was sustained by several other 
dvnamic policies Oe of the most important of 
these was a const, ot attempt to shift labour 
and capital out ot lo,v productivity areas to high 
productivity areas i> the first instance, there 
was great emphasis un agriculture and labour- 
intensive industries like textiles But the mo¬ 
ment these sectors had been developed, the 
decision was taken to move out of these into 
more productive ones like steel, shipbuilding, 
electronics and heavy chemicals The share of 
agriculture in GNP dropped from 33 1 per cent 
in 1962 to 19 5 per cent in 1979, and its share in 
exports from 23 per cent to 3 5 per cent By 
contrast, the share of manufactured goods in 
exports has shot up from 27 per cent m 1962 to 
92.5 per cent in 1980 
High Productivity 

Korea achieved full employment by going in 
for increases in productivity In India we have 
sought to increase employment by reducing 
productivity—a surefire recipe for eventual 
bankruptcy. We subsidise sectors with abys¬ 
mally low productivity like handlooms and 
Khadi, y/e resist the mechanisation of fishing or 
looms, we refuse to modernise our obsolete 
port facilities, and all in the name of employ¬ 
ment. We have 50,000 surplus workers in Coal 
India and hundreds of thousands more in other 
public sector departments in the name of 
employment. We keep alive all sorts of sick 
industries through massive injections of funds, 
all in the name of employment. The net result, 
predictably, has been massive unemployment. 
There is a basic economic truth that Korea has 
grasped and India has chosen to ignore—that 
growth and social justice can come about only 
through an inexorable drive for higher productiv¬ 
ity. Thia has to be combined with other mea¬ 
sures like land reform and minimum wages to 
ensure a proper distnbution of the fruits of 
growth. 

The sharp rise in oil prices in the 1970s dealt 
severe blows to Korea. The deterioration in its 


terms of trade in 1974 wiped a clear 4.5 per 
cent off its national income. But instead of. 
trying to cut down imports. Korea decided to 
open up its economy even more, expanding 
exports and liberalising imports The strategy 
worked wonders. Exports doubled between 
1974 and 1976. and Korea won 15 billion dollars 
worth of construction contracts in the oil-nch 
countries. Then came the second oil shock of 
1979-80. This affected Korea more than the 
first, and GNP fell by 5 7 per cent last year. 
Even exports declined in real terms. But once 
again Korea has responded with further liber¬ 
alisation, and the import liberalisation per¬ 
centage is scheduled to rise to 90 by 1985 It is 
abandoning its earlier inhibitions about direct 
foreign investment and cent per cent foreign 
.shareholding is now permitted in a wide range 
of priority industries 



One important point needs to be made. 
Economists are often fond of posing export- 
orientation and import-substitution as two di¬ 
ametrically opposed strategies South Korea 
shows that this is simply not true. Its emphasis 
has been on exports. But the very fact of rapid 
growth has quite automatically created a 
fast-expanding domestic market The export 
boom has itself sparked off a boom in produc¬ 
tion for the domestic market There may be 
some countnes where the export sector is 
divorced from the internal one. such as Nauru 
(where rock phosphate is simply extracted 
mechanically and exported). 

In such cases the export sector may be an 
enclave with few multiplier effects But where¬ 
ver the accent is on manufactured exports, the 
forward and backward linkages are so wide¬ 
spread that the export and domestic markets 
efficiency will automatically generate competi¬ 
tive export surpluses as well. And an all-out 
export drive will yield competitive domestic 
goods. The spread of productivity and efficiency, 
as a way of life is critical. If you can solve your 
problems of internal production efficiently, no 
special export drive will be needed—the spread 
of productivity will take care of that. 
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The Winning 
Gambits 


W HEN Laggards in economic development 
are being admonished, they are usually 
asked to look to, if not emulate, the-example of 
South Korea From a GNP of $2,315 M in 1962 
to $57,427 M in 1980—even after accounting 
for a sizeable inflation rate (1980 = 219.1 with 
1975 = 100)—is a long way to come An eco¬ 
nomy which averaged a growth rate of 8 4 per 
cent till 1980 (though 1980 itself was a disastrous 
year with a minus 5 7 per cent growth) deserves 
to be given a round of applause 
There have been hisses of disparagement 
too One major criticism has Deen that the 
South Korean economy is an appendage of 
America with whom it will swim or sink If 
proper integration into the world economy is to 
be interpreted as being a sign of critical over¬ 
dependence nothing further needs to be said 
But if one were to take a more pragmatic view, 
such as looking at the condition of the people, 
then, perhpas. a great deal can be said for the 
path that South Korea has chosen 
Robert Frost once wrote that when he came 
to the cross-roads, he took the path less 
travelled by South Korea has done just that— 
and it does not seem to have come to any 
obvious harrm On the contrary, it has done 
better than most In its experience, then, are at 
least a few lessons 

A close scrutiny of its external economic 
relations is therefore instructive 
South Korea’s success in achieving high rates 
of growth can be attributed in a large measure 
to two things, liberal capital inflows (by allowing 
foreigners to invest and even large borrowings 
abroad) and switching from a strategy of import- 
substitution to export-promotion 


The process began in 1962. By 1980 the 
inflow of foreign invetments had reached $1.16 
billion on the basis of actual arrivals. On the 
basis of commitments the figure was even 
hgiher- $1 22 billion for 822 projects. 

The Korean Government started the ball 
rolling in 1962 when it authorised an investment 
of $0 57 million for a single project. Since then 
there has been a steady inflow. Foreign firms 
which have invested in South Korea now 
include the General Motors, Caltex, Union Oil. 
Dow Chemicals, Sanyo, Toshiba, Mitsubishi 
and Teijin, to name just a few 

During this period Japan, the largest investor 
in Korea, accounted for $641 million or 52.5 per 
cent of the total foreign investment, followed 
by the United States which accounts for 22.9 
per cent, the Netherlands 8 5 per cent, West 
Germany 1 9 percent, UK 1 7 percent. Switzer¬ 
land 1 4 per cent and France one per cent. 

Of late, the Korean Government is trying 
even harder to woo foreign capital It has now 
begun to provide several incentives. The qual¬ 
ification for foreign investment has been re¬ 
laxed. the domestic markets to foreign inves¬ 
tors has been opened up, the policy with 
respect to establishment of branches of foreign 
banks had been made more flexible and man¬ 
agerial autonomy to commercial banks had 
been granted 

The other instrument of the Korean 
strategy—export promotion—has also paid 
handsome dividends Exports from Korea in¬ 
creased by a good 37.4 per cent during 1962— 
80 Thus, whereas in 1962 total exports 
amountd to a meagre $56.7 million, by 1980 
export earnings had gone up to $17 5 billion. 


Table I 

Export by Product 



Total Exports 


Per Cent of Annual Total 



(in US $ 






Agricultural 

Marine 

Mining 

Manufactured 

million) 



products 

products 

products 

goods 

1962 

56 7 

23.0 

22.0 

28.0 

27.0 

1967 

358.6 

4.7 

14.7 

10 5 

70.1 

1972 

1,807.0 

2.9 

7.6 

1.8 

87.7 

1977 

10,046 5 

4.1 

7.4 

09 

87.5 

1978 

12,711 1 

4.0 

5.4 

0.7 

89.9 

1979 

15,055 5 

3.5 

5.7 

0.7 

90.1 

1980 

17,504.9 

2.6 

4.3 

0.8 

92.3 


The commodity composition of Korean exports 
has also undergone a sea-change. In 1962 
manufactured goods accounted for just 27 per 
cent of the total. By 1967 the share of manufac¬ 
tured goods had increased to 70 per cent. Since 
then it continued to go up steadily with the 
result that in 1980 their share was slightly over 
92 per cent. Correspondingly, there has been a 
decline in the shares of agricultural, marine and 
mining products. Table I shows the dramatic 
change that has taken place in the export 
basket. 


Growth in Imports 

The export drive was not achieved without 
the corresponding increase in imports, some¬ 
thing in which the Koreans take pride. The 
growth rate of imports was 25.7 per cent for the 
entire period of 1962-80. As can be expected, 
the item which accounts for the lion's share of 
Korean imports at present is oil. In 1962 Korean 
oil imports were virtually negligible at a value of 
$539,000. By 1980 this figure had gone up — as 
indeed it has for all oil importers in the * 
world—to a colossal $5 6 billion An analysis of ♦ 
Korean imports shows the vulnerability of South 
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Korea 

Growthmanship in Trade 

BASED ON BALANCE OF PAYMENTS 
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Korea where raw materials are concerned 
Being • country with very little natural re¬ 
sources Korea has to import large amounts of 
natural rubber, wood, lumber, pulp, raw cotton, 
iron and steel scrap and ingots. The switch from 
an agro-based economy to an industrialised one 
has also meant large imports of wheat. Total 
imports in 1980 stood at $22.3 billion against 
390 million in 1962. 

Korea's major export market is, not surpri¬ 
singly. the United States which has displaced 
Japan as the major importer from Korea In 
1962 Japan imported nearly 43 per cent of 
Korean exports compared to about 22 per cent 
by the United States. In 1980 Korea's export to 
Japan had fallen by more than 50 per cent. This 
was not accompained by a corresponding rise in 
Korean exports to the United States which 
went up to a little more than 26 per cent. This 
obviously means that Korea has been able to 
diversify its export markets. 


hA 


pfeife I 


Where Korean imports are concerned, it is 
interesting to see that the share of the United 
States has come down by more than 50 per 
cent (from just a shade above 52 per cent of 22 
per cent) Japan has maintained its share, 
though there have been big fluctuation. The 
country which has really done well is Indonesia, 
no doubt on account of its oil exports. In 1962 
its share was ml; in 1980 it had gone up to 2.2 
per cent The only other country which has 
been a major exporter to Korea is West Ger¬ 
many (2 9 per cent) 

In conclusion, a caveat. It is tempting to 
suggest the adoption of the Korean model by all 
(or several) developing nations The efficacy of 
this is doubtful at best. The Korean circumst¬ 
ances is a peculiar one, similar in a sense to that 
of Taiwan, which too has done very well indeed. 
That, however, does not detract from the true 
magnitude of the South Korean achievement. 

—TCA Srinivasa Raghavan 
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Increasing 
Indo-Korean T rade 


B ILATERAL trade between India and 
Korea has been steadily increasing. 
Trade volume touched a new high of 
$226.7 million during the year 1980 - from a 
mere $26 4 million in 1975- 76 In February this 
year, at the Joint Business Council Meeting 
held in Seoul. India and Korea agreed to 
increase the bilateral trade between the two 
countries to a new high of $1 billion within the 
next five years The joint communique issued at 
the end of the meeting announced that the two 
countnes agreed to seek joint ventures in third 
countries to make use of the labour and 
abundant raw material from India and Korea's 
expertise and high technology, especially in the 
construction business They also agreed to 
form a consortium to promote joint ventures in 
the booming construction markets of the Mid- 
dleast and Africa It was also felt that technolo¬ 


KOREA'S TRADE WITH INOtA 

(Unif USS 1.000) 

YEAR 

EXPORTS 

IMPORTS 

TOTAL 

1973 

2.572 

11,748 

14,320 

1974 

4,606 

22,103 

26,709 

1975 

6,619 

39.045 

45,664 

1976 

11.461 

33,966 

45,427 

1977 

20,551 

23,159 

43,710 

1978 

77.667 

39.339 

117,006 

1979 

172,951 

53,637 

’ 226,588 

1981 (Jan-July) 

157,491 

55,514 

213.005 


KOREA'S IMPORTS FROM INDIA BY PRINCIPAL ITEMS 




(Unit: 

US$ 1,000) 

Categories 

1978 

1979 

1980-1981 (Jan-July) 

Animal Products 
{Horns, bone etc) 

497 

723 

484 

157 

Vegetable Products 

(Paper, Vegetable extracts. Spice) 

3,092 

32,197 

5,048 

976 

Mineral Products 

16,548 

35,041 

41,386 

30.294 

(Iron & Maganese Ore) 





Chemicals 

(Synth, or Dyestuffs) 

447 

698 

797 

627 

Leather 

Cattle. Sheep & Lamb skin. Goat kid skin) 

2,462 

5.978 

2.299 

1,135 

Textiles 

(Cotton, Cotton Fabrics, Jute Woven Fab- 
ncs) 

898 

3,598 

2.559 

10,808 

Machinery A Equipment 
(Furnaces & Ovens non-electrical. Typewri¬ 
ters. Railway & Tramway coaches. Vans. 
Wagons. Vessels) 

10,386 

3.911 

517 

11,037 

Others 

(Wood in the rough) 

5,009 

1,109 

547 

480 

Total 

39.339 

83.165 

53.637 

55.514 


gy in small and labour intensive enterprises in 
India could be effected with Korean collabora¬ 
tion. The matter is under consideration of the 
Korea-lndia Joint Business Council. 

In the light of the general foreign investment 
guidelines outlined by the Korean Government 
and India's new Industrial Policy, the delega¬ 
tions from both the countries discussed in 
details the eligible projects for foreign invest¬ 
ment and ownership which can lead to joint 
ventures. The Indian move to open 100 per cent 
export industries also found favour with the 
Korean businessmen. In view of the liberation 
policies, the Indian delegation showed keen 
interest in Korea's major export items, such as 
synthetic fibre, fertilizers, ships, edible oil. 
organic chemicals, and iron and steel articles; 
while the* Korean side was interested in the 
import of natural resources, components, 
spares, and accessories, cutting-grinding 
machines, agricultural products and' animal 
feed. Cooperation is also possible in areas like 
resources development, maritime and air trans¬ 
portation services and information. 

The Indian Minister 8f Steel and Mines. 
Pranab Kumar Mukherjee visited Korea for 
three days in July this year, at the invitation of 
the Korean Minister of Commerce and Industry, 
Suh Suk-joon. The two ministers, after discus¬ 
sion have agreed to expand economic and 
technical cooperation between the two coun¬ 
tries. They also agreed to encourage private 
companies for Joint ventures in order to encour¬ 
age private companies for joint ventures in 
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KOREA'S EXPORTS TO INDIA BY PRINCIPAL ITEMS 


(Unit: US$ 1,000) 


Categories 

Animal product 
(Frozen Tuna) 

Food stuff (Sugar) 

Cement product (Cement) 

Chemicals 

(fertilizer, organic surface agents, soaps, hyd 
rogen peroxide, heterocylic compounds sul- 
phonamides) 

Plastic Materials 
(PVC Resins etc . tyres) 

Paper and paper hoard 

Tex tiles 

(man-made fabrics and fibres) 

Metal products 

(Iron and steel products, non-ferrous metals, 
metal products) 

Machinery A Equipments 

(Agri & horticultural mcichinery, embroidery 

machinery sewing machines, valves and 

tubes, rolling stock parts, vessels, watch 

movements) 


Others 

(Mixed vegetable oil, ceramic and glass- 
waie) 


1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

115 

— 

285 

- 

- 

1 

113 

7,298 

53,871 

14,720 

54,469 

38,419 

1,205 

3,369 

9,897 

706 

1,842 

4,957 

22,665 

14,146 

438 

127 

113 

1,866 

8,277 

5,022 

6,026 

4.643 

10,392 

45.619 

66.2b9 

64,693 

1,392 

8,743 

12,295 

24,964 

135 

4.379 

829 

756 

//.bbb 

8b.H‘U 

172,951 

157,491 
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order to expand the volume of two-way trade 
The issue of cooperation between the Korea 
Trade Promotion Corporation (KOTRA), the 
state-run trade promotion agency, and Indian 
Trade Development Association was also dis¬ 
cussed at their meeting 
The two sides pledged to encourage con¬ 
struction companies of two countries to work 
out joint advances into third countries 
1 he ground work for boosting trade between 
the two countries has been laid down during 
Indian Commerce Minister's visit to Korea. The 
standing Council meeting of the Indo-Korean 
Chambers and Industry held in Seoul, in 
September wont one step ahead in strengthen¬ 
ing it The delegates from both the countries 
agreed to strengthen cooperation in resources 
development, maritime and air transportation, 
information and technology exchanges 
The two countries agreed to cooperate on the 
basis of either co-operation or joint tendering in 
billion dollars multi-disciplinary projects in Iraq. 
Saudi Arabia and other countries 
Korea had agreed to boost imports from 
India 

The two sides agreed to examine the possi¬ 
bility of setting up joint venture in India in the 
field of construction engineering iron steel, PVC 
synthetics, fisheries and consumer electronics 


Korea at 
India 

International 
Trade Fair 

K ORTA is participating in THE India Interna¬ 
tional Trade Fair scheduled for November 
14 to December 4, 1981 at the Pragati 
Ma>dan in New Delhi The Fair is organised by 
the Trade Fan Authority of India on behalf of the 
Government of India 

Korea Trade Promotion Coiporation will have 
an Information Pavilion at the Fair, like some of 
the other participating nations such as Canada, 
Italy, Austria etc Korean pavilion will provide 
information on the country's import-export 
capabilities 

The pavilion will have an attractive colour- 
panel showing Korean Economy in general, the 
country's industrial and social development and 
the rich cultural heritage The panels will also 
explain how Korean business firms can partici¬ 
pate or cooperate in India's overseas business 
activities envisaged in the country's Sixth Five 
Year Plan 
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Seoul International 
Trade Fair '82 


S EOUL International Trade Fair '82. 
(SITRA) one of the most important 
trade fairs in the world, will be held at the 
Korea Exhibition Centre in Seoul from September 
24 to October 18, 1982. 

Organised jointly by the Ministry of Com¬ 
merce and Industries, Government of Korea, 
and the Korea Trade Promotion Corporation 


(KOTRA), this prestigious Fair is open to all 
categories of business, industry and trade, 
including government and public undertakings 
KOTRA, established in 1962, is a non-profit 
trade promotion organization which maintains 
85 overseas Korea Trade Centres, and is mainly 
responsible for the organization of trade fairs 
and exhibitons 


KOREA’S 

INDUS 


■ SEOUL INTI TRADE FAfflTO 

ORGANIZERS ' Ministry df Commute®. ' 

Koraq Trads Promotion Corporation^,;/,.: 
(Government of the Republic of Kcrff^V: 
undertaking organization for Trade;' 

' Promotion) 

GATE September 24-October 16, 1982 $}$':!■ 

VENUE Korea EkNbrtion Centre (KOEX) end '.A 

1 new site', Seoul. ■ r 


ADDRESS 

(for communication) 


Poet Sox 

Telex 

table 


EXHIBITOR 


EXHIBITION AREA 
/ Covered epeee 


Open epeee 




Covered epeee 
Open epeee 


Korea Trade Promotion Corporationdf^RA); 
Department ot Seoul Inti Trade fafer^C'?: 
10,-1, 2-ka, Hoehytin-donfl. Chung-Kti;^' 
Seoul, Korea. V./' 

C.P.O. Box 1621, Seoul. Korea - , 

KOTRA K 27326. KOTRA K 23659 ^ 
KOTRA, Seoul/ ■ 

23-9283, 23-4180® XffiX 

Government Related Public OrganadbOn,. ' . 
Individual, Company, Corporation or ' 
other organizations allocated space ■ 
for purpose of exhibiting in the far,-#- ' 
198.000 square metres(s/m) 1 ‘A / 
27,200 $/m (of which 10,000 s/m sp^. 
will be reserved for oversees paniow^^ > , 
31,350 s/m (of which 14,860 s/m v 

be reserved for oversees partidpeo^^f 5 
1.320 s/m .ije/Al ’ 


US$80 per s/m 
US$40 per s/m 




Spat sale, space US$120 per aim 


INFORMATION for further details please write tto J 

Korea Trade Office , jj 

Embassy of the ReptMc;ijf jUNA-e 
B-9/1B, Vssant Vlhar \Y.y,| 

New DWHMtooe?-" ■ J 

Tel: 674782 676344 TUCN»T,-442| 
■; 1 Vi 

ABOUT KOREA EXHIBITION CENTRE 






The Korea Exhibition Centre (KOEX), 
sponsored by the Korean Traders' Association 
and the World Trade Centre. Korea, is built 
specifically for trade promotion 
Dedicated to the task of staging national and 
international fairs and exhibitions, KOEX, as 
Korea's shop-window, makes real contribution 
to the prosperity of Korea as well as to world 
trade. 


The KOEX complex comprises of the National 
Hall, The Trade Expo Hall, The Exhibition Hall, 
Outdoor Exhibition Space. Conference Facilities 
and supporting facilities and services. The 
Exhibition Hall is one of the most modem 
exhibition halls in the world with electronically 
operated facilities for display. 


K OREA'S economic progress is attributed 
mainly to its export-oriented industries. 
There are hundreds of them that contri¬ 
buted to this remarkable progress. A few of 
them had done pioneering work in taking the 
economy to great heights. Some of the leading 
industries are introduced here. 

Daewoo Industries Co., Ltd: One of the 
biggest general trading companies in Korea, 
Daewoo group of industries has played an 
important role in the export oriented economic 
progress of the country Its export markets 
extend to almost all parts of the world. 
Daewoo's export statistics show fhat the com¬ 
pany is exporting more light industrial items 
than heavy industrial machinery It has diver¬ 
sified its export markets from the developed 
countries to the developing countries. 

Samsung Co., Ltd: Samsung is also one of 
the biggest industrial groups that form the 
backbone of the country's economy Though 
textile is the mainstay of the group, its diverse 
industries such as heavy machinery industry, 
shipbuilding, electronics, construction contracts 
abroad, have enabled it to make its mark in the 
export sector. 

Ssangyong Co., Ltd: Ssangyong is another 
leading export-oriented group of industries that 
contributed greatly to Korea's progress. Ce¬ 
ment, oilrefinery, machinery, chemical pro- 







LEADING 


TRIES 


ducts, shipping and transport, construction, 
engineering, paper, electronics and many more 
are its export areas. 

Daewoo. Samsung and Ssangyong have their 
representatives offices in New Delhi also. 

Hyundai Corporation: Hyundai, foreunner in 
export of heavy industrial products, is famous 
for shipbuilding and its dry-dock facilities. Hyun¬ 
dai has played a significant role in making Korea 
the second largest shipbuilder in the world. The 
Corporation exports heavy machinery, chemical 
products etc., and undertakes overseas con¬ 
struction projects. 

Hyoaung Corporation: This group of Indus¬ 
tries exports, steel, textiles, tyres, chemical 
products, leather products etc 

ICC Corporation: This is recognised as the 
world's largest footwear company It also ex¬ 
ports chemical prgducts, cement etc. 

Bando Sangsa Co., Ltd: Exports electric and 
electronic products, light machinery, vehicles 
etc. 

Hanll Synthetic Fibre Ind. Co., Ltd: Exports 
items from textiles to timber, electronics, elec¬ 
tricity, farming products, etc. 

Sungkyong Limited: Exports heavy indust¬ 
rial and chemical products including cement. 

Kumho Co., Ltd: Heavy industrial and che¬ 
mical products are the main export items. 

All these companies have done good to boost 
up the economic progress of the country 



KOREA'S IMPORTS AND EXPORTS BY YEAR 



(Unit: 

U$$ 1,000) 

YEAR 

EXPORTS 

IMPORTS 

BALANCE 

1965 

175.082 

463.442 

-288,360 

1970 

835,185 

1,983.973 

-1,148,788 

1975 

5,081,016 

7,274,434 

-2,193,418 

1978 

12,710,641 

14.971.930 

-2,261,288 

1979 

15,055.453 

20.338,611 

-5,283,158 

1980 

17,504,862 

22,291,663 

-4,786.801 

1981 

(Jan to July) 

12.048,206 

15,179,044 

-3.130,838 

Source: Foreign Trade Statistics-Office of Customs 
Administration. Rep. of Korea. 





Seoul Sports Complex under construction 


S EOUL, the capital city of Korea 
will be the host to the 1988 
Summer Olympics The Inter¬ 
national Olympic Committee, which 
met in Baden-Baden, West Germany 
in the last week of September 
selected Seoul as the venue for the 
1988 Olympics. The IOC executive 
committee chose Seoul by an over¬ 
whelming majority—52 votes to 25— 
amidst speculations of a tough com¬ 
petition with Nagoya, the industrial 
city of Japan. The IOC decision in 
favour of Seoul was prompted by 
various expert committees' reports on 
the facilities Seoul offer to host the 
biggest international sports event. 

Korea is the first developing country 
to be chosen to host the Olympic 
Games. In the wake of tremendous 
economic development achieved by 
16 


this tiny nation in the Far East, it 
carefully built up infrastructure with 
facilities to hold international events. 

Earlier, before his departure for 
Baden-Baden, the Mayor of Seoul, 
Park Young-su, said if Seoul was 
approved by the IOC as the site for 
the Olympics, all IOC member coun¬ 
tries would be invited to compete in 
the event, regardless of differences in 
their social and political systems, in 
keeping with the Olympic Charter 
spirit, 

ASIAN GAMES 1986 

K OREA has also applied for host¬ 
ing the 1986 Asian Games in 
Seoul. While offering its sports 
facilities to the Asian Games Federa¬ 
tion. Korea has assured that it would 
provide every possible facility to see 


that the Games lead to a successful 
conclusion. 


Kuwm Pnnce Sheik Fahid. second from right, is received by 
Cho Seng-ho, president of the Koreen'Olympic Committee, on 
arrival in Seoul 





AGF delegation in Seoul 



"I am very much impressed with 
the Seoul Sports Complex, its scale 
and technology, and it is hard to be¬ 
lieve it's all built by Korea's own man¬ 
power and technology”, said Kuwaiti 
Prince Sheik Fahid, who led the three 
member fact finding mission of the 
Asian Games Federation (AGF) to 
Seoul and observed the Seoul Sports 
Complex, early this month. The mis¬ 
sion would report to the AGF Council 
Meeting to be held in New Delhi in the 
last week of November. The meeting 
will decide the venue for the 1986 
Asian Games. 

Seoul Sports Facilities 

A National Sports Complex, about 
four times larger than the Seoul 
Sports Complex now taking shape in 
the Chamsil district, is being consi¬ 
dered to host the 1988 summer Olym¬ 
pic Games, a Korean Olympic Com¬ 
mittee (KOC) official sajd. 

The official said the government 
has already designated a much larger 
land space for the site. The two 
neighbouring modern sports com¬ 
plexes will be enough to stage the 
1988 Seoul Olympics as the biggest 
and most spectacular world sports 
event in Olympic history. About 60 per 
cent of the Seoul Sports Complex is 
now complete. 



The Seoul Sports Complex, cradle 
of Korean sports in the 1980s is 
located at Chamsil-dong, Kandong-gu, 
Seoul. The complex covers 545,000 
square metres and can accommodate 
up to 200,000 people. 

Major facilities are main stadium, 
gymnasium, indoor swimming pool, 
velodrome, baseball stadium auxiliary 
athletics fields and parking space. 

The main stadium with a total floor 
space of 132,200 square metres ca'n 
accommodate up to 100,000 specta¬ 
tors and will accommodate track and 
field, rugby, soccer, field hockey, 
team handball etc. 

The main stadium has a large press 
centre, administration and organizing 
committee offices, locker rooms, 
saunas, a clinic, dining and confer¬ 
ence rooms, power room, broadcast¬ 
ing and control booths, two-storied 
spectator stand, four flood-light clus¬ 
ters, two electronic scoreboards etc. 

The gymnasium, which can 
accommodate upto 20,000 has a total 
floor space of 25,800 square metres, 
and can serve as arenas for basket¬ 
ball, volleyball, table tennis, tennis, 
boxing, judo, fencing, team handball, 
wrestling, weight lifting,gymnastics etc. 

The gymnasium has organizing 
committee offices, locker rooms, 
shower rooms, dining and conference 
rooms, a clinic, circuit training room, 
two auxiliary courts, one compute- 
Tized electronic flashboard, two sup¬ 
plementary electronic scoreboards, 
broadcasting and control booths, etc. 

The gymnasium has a fine illumina¬ 


tion facility to cover the action in 
colour. 

The indoor swimming pool can seat 
4,000 and has a total floor space of 
22,500 square metres. It has one 25 
by 50 metres international swimming 
pool, a five metre-deep diving pool of 
25 by 25 metres with variable height 
diving platform. The diving pool can 
also be used for the water polo 
games. 

The indoor pool also has two chil¬ 
dren's pools of 6.5 by 16.5 metres, 
administration and organizing commit¬ 
tee offices, locker rooms, shower 
rooms and one electronic scoreboard 
operated by computers. 

The indoor swimming pool is equip¬ 
ped with fine illumination, underwater 
camera and speaker facilities that 
enable the water ballet event. Also, 
the "touchpad" facility, which flashes 
the time as the athletes touch it at the 
end of the race, is the modern facility 
that can measure time by one one- 
hundredth of a second. 

The modern integrated sports com¬ 
plex also has a 50,000 seat baseball 
stadium with turf ground, flood-lights 
for night games, electronic 
scoreboard, broadcasting and control 
booths, office and locker rooms. The 
total space of the arena is 59,500 
square metres. 

The complex has an auxiliary athle¬ 
tic field of 12,200 square metres just 
beside the main stadium and thus it 
enables the athletes' final warm-up 
before entering the main arena. 

The complex has parking lots that 
can park 10,000 cars. 

Also planned near the complex is a 
high-rise apartment complex that can 
accommodate up to 20,000 people, 
four each in a room. 


The noy Qmmajl Qyrfhnkjm. above; and bobw, fhm Korean boxan who won golds in tho 1972 Tohron Asian games 


--"rj- v., , • , ■ ..lfmrv- f '' ‘ ' >1? t' 


Z^' 1 v. • 












































FURNITURE AND 
LACQUERWARE 

traditional works of art 












Traditional Furniture 


I N the Three Kingdoms and Koryo 
Dynasty periods handicraft arts 
were monopolised by aristocrats 
and Buddhist temples. However, dur¬ 
ing the Yi Dynasty (1392 -1910) when 
Confucianism was dominant; artisans 
freed themselves from the religious 
inhibitions of the previous dynasties 
and produced works which were 
more practical and yet fully reflected 
their ingenuity and imagination. 

They made use of natural grain of 
wood, with minimum number of lines 
and planes to make wooden furniture 
and lacquerwares that became collec¬ 
tors' items later. Simple yet forceful 
use of lines and planes is a basic and 
noble feature which contributes to the 
visual appeal as well as the structure 
and dynamics of Korean wooden furn¬ 
iture. They are a perfect.part of Korean 
houses. They impart a sense of sta¬ 
bility. 

The Yi Dynasty craft is characterised 
by simple, sensitive designs, compact 
forms, and practicality. Careful selec¬ 
tion and meticulous handling of mate¬ 
rials were the true mark of the Yi 
craftsmen. 
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Not only pine but other soft and 
hard woods were used. In most 
cases, selected material was sea¬ 
soned for a long time, sometimes 
more than 10 years. Materials gener¬ 
ally used include paulowina. Peer tree, 
ginko, pagoda tree and persimmon. 


Lacquerware and mother-of-pearl 
inlaid surfaces are two important tech¬ 
niques developed during the Yi Dynas¬ 
ty. Some of the desks, tables, chests, 
chairs and trays have become collec¬ 
tors' items. 

Lacquerware inlaid with mother-of- 


pearl, is a favourite furniture decora¬ 
tion of the Koreans. The beauty of the 
lacquer enhances the exquisiteness 
of mother-of-pearl designs. Lacquer is 
available in various colours including 


* **% 


black, grey, yellow and green. 

The history of Korea's lacquerware 
is more than 1,000 years old. A 
number of lacquerware items were 
excavated from tombs of the pre- 
Three Kingdoms age. Through a long 
history, lacquerware has become one 
of Korea's unique handicrafts, the like 
of which can hardly be seen else¬ 
where. It is no wonder that foreign 
visitors invariably become facinated 
with the mother-of-pearl lacquerware 
of Korea. 








, 




Two level work note 19th century, left; and below, mothehof- 
peart box Facmgpage: Seal case. far Ml. turtle shot wardrobe. 
19th century, top: and below, brush and pencil stand, made of 
bamboo. 19th century 
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TOURISM __ 

KYONGSANG PUKDO: 

Seat of Silla Culture, 
Tourist Paradise 


N ORTH Kyongsang Province, the 
largest piovmce in area and 
population, and rich in Buddhist 
cultural heritage of Unified Silla 
Kyongju, the capital of Silla Dynasly is 
in the province (February issue of 
Korean News featured Kyongju as a 
tourist spot) The province today is 
symbolic of present day Korea -his¬ 
torical tourist attractions and a pulsat¬ 
ing industrialisation progiamme side 
by side 

Taegu: Taegu the capital of the 


Province is the third largest 
city in the Republic, with a population 
of 1 2 million For many years, the city 
has been noted for its silk mills In the 
suburbs of the city there are Don- 
ghwa sa temple with such treasure 
items as sitting Buddha statues, a 
three story pagoda and Vongyeon-sa 
temple famous for its scenic beauty 
Chikchi-sa templa: The temple is 
at the foot of Hwangag-san mountain. 
According to a legend, priest Ado 
pointed to the mountain and made 


prophecy about 1,500 years ago that a 
great temple would be built at its foot. 
The temple is famous for Biro-jeon 
Hall in which thousand Buddha sta¬ 
tuettes are housed. 

Punhwangsa Templa: The Punh- 
wangsa Temple built durihg Queen 
Sondok's regime is no longer in 
existence. But its brick pagoda, origi¬ 
nally of nine storeys, retains three of 
its storeys. Carved in relief on the 
platform are lions and other animals 
that appear to threaten intruders from 
Silla's two neighbouring kingdoms, 
Paekche and Koguryo. 

Pohang: This industrial city has 
been included in the economic map of 
the world because of its famous steel 
mill POSCO. The city also has a 
beautiful beach for tourists. 

Apart from these and the famous,. 
Kyongju and Pomun lake resorts the * 
province has a number of other tourist 
spots such as Mount Taedok, Mt. 
Kumo National Park, Mt. Chuwang 
etc. The province also has 17 tourist 
hotels with 1,720 rooms. The pro¬ 
vince is well connected by road and air 
routes and has many conveniences 
for tourists. 









CHUSOK: 
Korea’s Harvest 


southwestern region, worrien, mostly 
unmarried girts, form a large ring and 
dance singing Kanggang Suwoflae 
holding hands. This dance, known to 
have derived from the naval tactics 
used by Korea's famed Admiral Vi 
Sun-shin, is one of the historic dances 
of Korea and is an official cultural 


Festival 

Chusok is one of the three important annual festivals. By this time 
fruits and grains are ripe and the autumn harvest is near, making it the 
most important festival for the farmers. During the festival, after their 
hard toil in the scroching summer, farmers enjoy fresh food and drink 
made from the new grains produced by them and make merry singing, 
dancing and leaping over their good earth. 

Farm •»' danct gives life and colour id ttit Chusok festival, left end tight, girls dance ‘Kanggang Suwollae' 


asset. 

There are other games and plays 
enjoyed by the farmers. They include 
the "Cow Play" and "Turtle Game". A 
number of farmers lead* the "cow" 
(made of straw) to the wealthy peo¬ 
ple's houses in the village and ask for 
food and wine for the "cow", where¬ 
upon the house owners provide food 
and drink sumptuously and treat the 
village people. Then they enjoy them¬ 
selves singing and dancing together. 



T HE Korean people celebrated 
the Chusok (Full Moon) Festival 
on September 12. A festive 
mood prevailed throughout the coun¬ 
try while the majority of the people 
follow the old tradition of enjoying 
themselves after the hard summer’s 
work. 

People wake up early in the morn¬ 
ing, change into new or clean clothes, 
and offer their ancestors the year's 
new grains, fruits, vegetables, fish, 
meat and wine made of newly har¬ 
vested rice. 

The principal item of food offered to 
the ancestors this day is Songpyon or 
Pine Needle Rice Cake. Songpyon is 
synonymous with Chusok and it is 
indispensable on this day. 

After the ancestral food-offering in 
the morning, all members of the 
family and their relatives visit their 


ancestral tombs where they again 
offer the Chusok wine and food and 
the head of the family tells the 
youngsters stories about their ances¬ 
tors. 

In the evening, the family members 
and relatives sit on the edge of 
"Maru" (a wooden floored room be¬ 
tween the main room and the second 
room in a traditional Korean house) or 
in the open court of the house called 
"Madang" and then appreciate the 
beauty of the full moon, conversing 
merrily over food and wine. 

Chusok Festival is an occasion 
which brings the separated family 
members and relatives back together 
in the home of the head of family for a 
happy reunion. 

The people have a number of 
games on this day and they vary 
depending on the localities. In the 


In the past, when a new dynasty 
started or when a new king or queen 
was coronated the people expected 
the new ruler to have the grace of the 
Heaven. 

In predicting the future of their new 
leader or the new reign, they did not 
read his or her palm or fingerprints but 
rather tried to examine the signs of 
the Heaven, particularly to see what 
kind of crop the Heaven was giving 
them in the year of the enthronement. 

This habit of linking the luck of the 
new leader to the year's agricultural 
yield still prevails among the common 
people of Korea, especially in the 
countryside where the economy is 
almost wholly influenced by the year’s 
state of farm produce. 

Things look good this year. Many 
say the Fifth Republic "certainly has 
the grace of the Heaven." 






International 
Folk Music 
Festival 


ly programme and at the same time a 
conference which offers you excellent 
possibilities to get acquainted with a 
country of renowned beauty." 

The IFMC president also said that 
"Korea is a country with a specific 
personality, and the country has been 
able to keep an identity of its own, 
recognizable in all aspects of its civi¬ 
lization and most certainly recogniz¬ 
able in its music, music which—by 
the way—are bewildering in their fer¬ 
tile diversity." 


T HE 26th Conference of the Inter¬ 
national Folk Music Council, 
accompanied by a music festival 
featuring a total of six different foreign 
groups, was held in Seoul. An esti¬ 
mated 150 distinguished musicolog¬ 
ists and 50 performers belonging to 
the six different foreign groups from 
38 countries of the world took part in 
the eight-day international event. 

It was jointly sponsored by the 
Korean Musicological Society, the Ko¬ 
rean Culture and Arts Foundation, and 
the International Cultural Society of 
Korea. 

The Seoul event marked the first 
meeting of the IFMC (an affiliate 
organization of UNESCO) held in East 
Asia since its establishment in 1947 in 
London. 

Delivering a congratulatory address 
at the opening ceremony, Minister of 
Culture and Information Lee Kwang- 
pyo said, "I believe that this event in 
Seoul will not only produce a 
meaningful dialogue conducive to im¬ 
proved understanding of traditional 
music, but also will enrich the spiritual 
foundation of world peace." 

He also said that this event will not 
only promote friendship and goodwill 
between countries but it is hoped that 
the creative study and development 
of traditional music from the past to 
the present will also provide a catalyst 
for the cultivation of a greater 
humanity. 

M EANWHILE, IFMC President 
Poul Rovsing Olsen said in his 
welcoming address "It is a con¬ 
ference with a rich and varied scholar- 
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Music Festival 

W HILE the eiqi.t-day IFMC meet¬ 
ing was hi progress in Seoul, 
then, were o music festival, pap¬ 
er presentations, lound-table discus¬ 
sions, workshops, audiovisual pre¬ 
sentations and an exhibition of music 
instruments, score books and discs. 

The music festival featured six 
different foreign groups all of which 
presented their own music songs, 
and dances 


"Problems of Methodology and 
Ethnomusicology." The paper pre¬ 
sentation meetings features a total of 
16 different study papers included in 
the 58 papers submitted to the IFMC 
meeting in Seoul. 

A Japanese folk music authority 
said the Vi Dynasty (1392-1910) cul¬ 
ture. in particular the traditional Ko¬ 
rean music, exerted considerable in¬ 
fluence on cultural and other aspects 
of Japan during the period of the 
Tokugawa Bakufu government of 
Japan (1603-1868) 




Monument of by Chun Kuk kwang Grand Pnze winner 
m ihe nordtgurative sculptural wmks facing page, a sculpture 
Sister:, II by Koh Chong-su, a Grand Prize winner at the 
txhrbmun top left. P fiquratrvo Western pamttnq tndaqonovs 
Tone'by Shin Yang-sop, a Grand Prize winner top right. Grand 
Prize-winning Onental brush painting, Break' by Ms Oh 
Suk-hwan nqht and left ‘Universal Poem' by Park Jaa-ho a Grand 
Prize winner in the non figurative Western painting division 


Korea's traditional mask dance at the International Musk Festival In Seoul 


An Indian group and a group con¬ 
sisting of Vietnam-born performers 
who now live in France appeared on 
stage. The Indian group featured "Mri- 
dangam," and the Tambura. a four 
stringed lute used to provide a con¬ 
tinuous drone. 

Musicologists 

Confer 

T HE musicologists who took part 
in the folk music conference, 
had three different discussion 
sessions at the Shilla Hotel. 

Discussed at the three paper ses¬ 
sions were "Folk Music in Rites" and 


In a paper entitled "Unsung In¬ 
fluence of Korea on the Folk Music of 
Japan," Taeko Kusano said that many 
Japanese scholars maintained that 
during the Tokugawa period various 
forms of Japanese folk music grew 
and developed without any influence 
from foreign countries. 

This, Kusano explained, could be 
true because Japan then maintained 
seclusion from the outside world for 
almost two hundred years. However, 
she said, this was not true with Korea. 

Kusano said the Tokugawa govern¬ 
ment concluded a friendship treaty 
with Korea in 1607 and continued 
cultural exchanges with the Yi 
Dynasty. 











SEOUL CULTURE SCENE 


Folk Art 
Contest for 
Foreigners 


T WELVE participants in,the 14th 
annual Korean Folk Arts Contest 
for Foreigners won prizes last 
month for their outstanding perform¬ 
ances. Thirty-eight foreigners vied in 
the contest, sponsored by the Korea 
Herald, the Korean Broadcasting Sys¬ 
tem and the International Cultural 
Society of Korea. 

British student Keith David Howard 
won the Most Outstanding Award 
offered by the Minister of Culture and 
Information in the Classical music and 
Dance Division, while the highest 
award in the Popular Song division, 
also presented in the name of the 
Minister of Culture and Information, 
went to Dutch design architect 
Henk Sylvian Lemmers. Howard 
presented Sol Changgo (Farmers' 
Dance) and Lemmers Sang Kohyang- 
ui Norae (Song of Hometown). 

"I don't believe it. I thought other 
people had done a lot better than I and 



Here are ebt Outstanding Award Winners at the 14th Annual Korean Folk Arts Contest for Foreigners 
held in Seoul 


Wearing traditional Korean costumes, members of an American 
group won the second pme at the popular song division 


I never thought I would win the top 
prize," said the 25-year-old British 
student. 

Ms Jacqueline Manuel from the 
United States, who won the second 
highest Outstanding Award in the folk 
music and dance division, was given 
very enthusiastic applause during her 
performance of Changgo Chum 
(Drum Dance). She had the traditional 
Korean hair-do of a married woman, 
the chignon and all, and had it adorned 
with a jade Pinyo hair pin. 

The Outstanding Award in the 
Popular music division went to a 
young American missionary Mikeal S. 

missionary quartet smg the alphabet song ‘Kanadara’ The 


Cunningham for his presentation of 
Sarang-iyo (My Love). In addition to * 
the vocal charm, the young man had a 
good command of the Korean lan¬ 
guage. 

The third highest Award was carried 
away by Ms Daphne M. Roberts from 
Australia for her beautiful perform¬ 
ance of Kayagum Sanjo in the folk 
music division. 

In the popular music division, the 
winner was also an Australian, Donald 
A. Gill. The interior decoration expert 
wore his Mogoje (coat), Paji (trousers) 
and his pair of white rubber shoes so 
well that they all went beautifully with 
his presentation of Mokryon-hwa (the 
Mongolia Flower) 



Saudi Heritage 
Exhibited 

I N the heart of the bustling city of 
Seoul, an exhibition, exclusively 
aimed at introducing the tradition¬ 
al cultural heritage of Saudi Arabia, 
was held last month at the initiative of 
the Saudi Arabian Embassy in Seoul 
and the Saudi Youth Delegation who 
visited Korea at the invitation of the 
Korean government. 

The exhibition displayed traditional 
Saudi costumes and other cultural 
items at the World Trade Centre 
Korea building with the support of the 
Korea Trade Promotion Corporation 
(KOTRA). 
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WOMEN 


Leadership 

Education 


A two-day lecture series for the 
education of leaders from Ko¬ 
rean women's' organizations 
was held at the headquarters of the 
Korean National Council of Women in 
Seoul last month. 

Aimed at improving the quality of 
Korean women leaders and promoting 
friendship among them, the lecture 
meeting consisted of a series of clas¬ 
ses on the current condition of Korean 
women's movement, and the role of 
women's organizations. 

At the meeting, prof. Park Vong-ok 
of King Sejong University spoke on 
the "Current Condition of Women's 
Movement" and a consumer associa¬ 
tion director Ms. Lee Chong-ja spoke 
on "Social Role of Women's Organiza¬ 
tions." Ms. Lee said: "There are 
some 70 women's organizations ac¬ 
tive in Korea. They perform religious 
and social activities, try to improve 
women’s position, engage in people- 
to-people diplomacy, and undertake 
research work. 

To improve their activities, Korean 
women's organizations should try to 
educate the professional females in 
their fields of wort:.'’ 


Women’s 
Movement seeks 

Govt Assistance 

T HE Korea National Council of 
Women is preparing to recom¬ 
mend to the government to 
explore the possibility of assist¬ 
ing the formation of a powerful 
women's organization for the en¬ 
hancement of women's status in 
Korea and. contribution to the national 
development, the KNCW disclosed i 
last week. 
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At a recent meeting with reporters 
at the KNCW building, KNCW pres¬ 
ident Lee Sook-chong said that time 
was ripe for Korea to establish a 
women's organization to exclusively 
handle women's affairs. 

She said this organization could be a 
governmental department empo¬ 
wered to handle women's problems 
and formulate and execute its own 
budget. 

Noting the significant role of 
women in attaining economic growth 


proven in 1970s and in the New 
Community Movement, she stressed 
that it is imperative that Korean 
women take part in a march for social 
and economic development of the 
nation in a more active manner. 

Hong Sook-ja, vice president of 
KNCW, -said that equality between 
men and women must be fully 
guaranteed in the future pointing out 
that women have been treated some- 
what unfavorably in many segments 
of society. 






T HE earliest foreign religion to 
attain wide acceptance in Korea 
was Buddhism, which was intro¬ 
duced to the country by Chinese and 
Indian missionaries around 372 A.D. 
After a period of rejection by the Silla 
government, the new faith was 
accepted because of alleged miracles 
performed by saintly monks. 

When the royal family adopted 
Buddhism, the rest of the country 
rapidly followed suit. Soon strings of 
temples, shrines, hermitages, pago¬ 
das and stone miruk images sprang 
up all over the hillsides of Korea. 
Buddhist architecture, sculpture, 
painting and theological scholarship 
flourished. 

The fingerprint of a persisting anim¬ 
ism within the Buddhist system is still 
found in almost all Buddhist temples, 
where small side-shrine is devoted to *' t 
the Mountain Spirit and his attendant 
tiger, the old national totem animal. 
This subsidiary shrine is often the 
object of more fervent devotion than 
the main Buddhist sanctuary with its 
stately gilt images. 

The old man with the tiger who 
embodies the Mountain Spirit derives 
in part from Chinese Taoism, an 
esoteric variety of refined nature mys¬ 
ticism that has never had a creed, 
scripture or clergy, much less a formal 









organisation, and which thus said to 
be surviving only in its influence on 
other religions. 

Buddhism was blamed, rightly or 
wrongly, for political reverses suf¬ 
fered by Korea during the Koryo 
Dynasty, and when the Yi family took 
power in 1392 A.D., the Buddhist 
clergy was banished from the capital 
and the religion disestablished. This 
did not, however, prevent the first Yi 
king and his descendants from re¬ 
maining devout Buddhists. 

Korean Buddhism that was forcibly 
placed under the control of Japanese 
Buddhisim, detached itself from 
Japanese control and was reborn as 
Buddhism of the Republic of Korea. 
With this rebirth as a momentum, 
Buddhisrrl began to split into sects 
which number 18 today. However, 
these sects are not the results of 
sectarian disputes, but are virtually 
independent religions each with time- 


Chogyejong which is in effect repre¬ 
sentative of Korea’s Buddhism has 
the largest influence. The monks be¬ 
longing to this largest sect are all 
celibate. The second-largest Buddhist 
sect is Taegojong, a branch of Chogy- 
ejong. Unlike those of Chogyejong, 
Taegojong monks can marry. 

In recent years Buddhism has ex¬ 
perienced a revival in Korea, mod¬ 
ernizing its outlook, seeking ties with 
sister movements in other countries, 
and espousing ideals of social service 
and "ecumenical" cooperation like 
other world religions. 

Avowed Buddhist believers among 
Koreans number some 13,391,000. 
There are 8,000 accredited temples 
with 23,480 clergy, male and female. 

Buddha's Birthday, the eighth day 
of the Fourth Month by the lunar 
calendar, is a national holiday, and an 
occasion for nationwide celebrations. 



honoured creeds and traditions. 

Of the 18 Buddhist sects as of 
1977, Chogyejong is the largest, with 
the longest history. The .majority of 
temples belonging to this sect are 
government-designated cultural pro¬ 
perties of the country. Most of the 
Buddhist sects in Korea belong to 
"Greater Vehicle," or Mahayana 
Buddhism. 
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NEWS FROM KOREA 


NEWS FROM KOREA 


TREASURES FROM SUNKEN BOAT 

A wooden 'Geta' (traditional Japanese foot wear) 
and a lacquerware vessel adorned with a family 
insignia have been found along with a total of 
2,562 other pieces of rare cultural artifacts from a 
sunken 14th-century trading boat off Sinan, Cholla 
Namdo, as a result of this year’s two-month salvage 
work on the sunken vessel. Besides, a Tsuba, a sword 
guard, and a sword handle are also recovered. 

Other cultural relics included a blue celadon bottle 
with the longest neck so far found in the world, 
disclosed a spokesman of a team of Korean marine 
archeologists. 

After recovery, each relic and piece removed from 
the hull of the boat is being treated with scientfic care. 
Beginning next year, the spokesman said, the salvage 
plans would be expanded. 

The work to recover the sunken treasure boat began 

I in 1976. During the years that followed, a total of 
16,206 pieces of precious cultural relics have been 
brought out of the water 

INT'L MEDICAL CONFERENCE 

A BOUT 1,500 Korean and foreign medical doctors 
assembled at the biennial meeting of medical 
doctors from Asian and Oceanian countries in 
Seoul last month. 

In the opening ceremony of the 12th Confederation 
of Medical Associations in Asia and Oceania (CMAAO) 
sponsored by the Korea Medical Association, some 
350 delegates, medical doctors and specialists from 
eight member countries, observers and guests of 
pertinent organizations, Korean government officials 
and domestic doctors and specialists participated. 

Through the four-day meeting, which also heralded 
the silver jubilee of the regional medical organization's 
establishment, participants discussed ways of reduc¬ 
ing ever-increasing medical costs which have become 
a social problem in many developing countries in Asia 
and Oceania. 



Chun Myung-kee, Minister of Health and Social 
Affairs, said in an address at the ceremony that the 
Korean government, with the national goal of estab¬ 
lishing a welfare state, is now making every effort to 
expand medicare and medical systems. 


NEANDERTHAL REMAINS FOUND 

F OSSILIZED human bones resembling those of 
the Neanderthal man have recently.been disco¬ 
vered in Sangsi-ri Village of Maepo-myon, .Puk- 
tanyang-gun, Chungchong Pukto. They are estimated 
to be 100,000 to 120,000 years old. 

The fossil bones found under large rocks in the 
vicinity of the village by an investigation team of 
Yonsei University are considered even older than 
Neanderthal. 

The jaw and foot bones and teeth are much larger in 
size and number than those of the Tok chon man 
found earlier in North Korea, which then were claimed 
to be similar to the Neanderthal bones. 

In addition to the human fossil bones, the Yonsei 
University investigators found 15 different- sorts of 
earthenware items, unsharpened stone axes, and 
horse bones. 

Investigation team leader Dr. Son Po-ki said that the 
discovery confirmed the existence of the paleolithic 
age culture in Korea. In particular, he said the discovery 
of the human bones, even earlier than those of the 
Neanderthal man, was an epochal event. 



ECONOMIC BR IEFS 

IMPORTS BY FOREIGN FIRMS 


BOOST UP FOR MACHINE TOOLS 

K OREA has taken the first step in strengthening its 
machine tool sales to the United States by 
entering into an agreement with two U.S. com¬ 
panies to establish a Korean Machine Tool Centre in 
Los Angeles. An agreement to that effect was signed 
recently between Chang Sun-whan, president of the 
Korea Trade Promotion Corp. (KOTRA), and Herman H. 
Chai, president of R.l.T.-U.S. Inc. The Centre will be 
opened sometime before November on a space of 
more than 7,000 square feet and will be jointly 
operated by the Webb Machine Corp. and R.l.T.-U.S. 
Inc. under the supervision of the KOTRA. 

During the three-year contract period of the two U.S. 
companies, they will exert maximum efforts to obtain 
a Korean-made machine tool sales volume of $8 
million for 1982, $16 million for 1983 and $35 million 
for 1984. Sources at the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry said that the government also plans to 
establish such a centre in Osaka, Japan, this year or 
early next year. "By 1986, we plan to establish some 
10 centres to launch positive sales promotion of 
Korean machine tools which are of good quality and 
high standard." said an official at the ministry. The 
machine tools to be sold at the Los Angeles centre will 
be all Korean-made products. 


T HE Ministry of Commerce and Industry last month 
announced eight business lines for which foreign 
companies operating in Korea can import 
machinery and equipment. These include wholesale 
business for industrial-use electric equipment, general 
electric equipment, chemicals except 'drug,' machin¬ 
ery and equipment for construction and mining, 
metalwork and woodwork machinery, general-use 
machinery and equipment, and steel products. The 
ministry officials said that the government considers 
expanding the business lines gradually when the 
branch offices request the expansion. Their import 
business, according to the officials, should be directly 
linked with local end-users. 

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS UP 

OREA’S construction exports have kept increas¬ 
ing sharply so far this year with the contract 
amounts in the first eight months of this year 
amounting to $6,664 million, up 44.9 per cent from the 
same period last year, according to the latest statistics 
released by the government. The eight-month contract 
figure, the statistics show, represented 95.2 per cent 
of this year's target of $7,000 million. Intensified 
efforts to promote construction exports and rising 
contract unit price were cited as the main reasons for 
the increase in the amount and value of overseas 
construction contracts during the period. 



Competitive machine tools and skilled workers 
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ASIAN GAMES IN SEOUL 

T HE decision of the Asian Games Federation to award the 
1986 Asian Games to Seoul again put the seal of international 
approval and ednorsement in favour of the stature and 
capacity of our nation to host such a large-scale event. Although it 
came as no surprise, we may feel at once honoured and burdened 
with the international recognition which carries a grave responsi¬ 
bility. 

The choice of Seoul as the site for the Asian Games after the next 
one scheduled in India was made in New Delhi on November 26 
unanimously as two would-be candidates, Iraq and North Korea, 
gave up their candidacy. The unopposed candidacy of our capital city 
endorsed by the AGF Executive Committee was accepted by its 
subsequent general assembly. 

Pyongyang belatedly entered its application late last year in an 
apparent bid to bar Seoul from obtaining the right to host the 10th 
Asian Games From the beginning it was far from a bona fide 
competition It was meant as a tactical gimmick to disturb and 
harass this Republic. 

In moral as well as material terms North Korea is in no position to 
bid for hosting the Asian Games Pyongyang has always been bent 
on making political and propaganda capital out of every sports event 
whether in or out of its territory. The intensely politicized the 
ideological orientation of North Korea in sports is a disqualifying 
factor 

An AGF fact-finding team that visited North Korea in October 
presented its conclusion that the existng sports facilities in 
Pyongyang are either too worn-out or inadequate to meet the 
requirements of the Asian Games In contrast, Seoul already boasts 
a fair assortment of modernized facilities and more and under 
construction for the 1988 Summer Olympics. 

The rising stature of the Republic of Korea reinforced by its 
fast-growing infrastructure served to prove Pyongyang is no match 
for Seoul Actually, the decision of the International Olympic 
Committee meeting in Baden-Baden to pick Seoul as the venue for 
the 1988 Olympics dealt a telling blow to North Koreans It was well 
for Pyongyang to have dropped its underdog candidacy before 
systainmg a further loss of face 
As a country named to play host to two massive international 
sports festivals in the latter half of this decade, we of Korea are 
called upon to brace ourselves for them Physically, technically and 
morally, our government and the entire populace should pull their 
resources and energies together to live up to global expectations by 
organizing and hosting the games in an efficient and proper manner. 

In 1970 we had to give up hosting the Asian Games for economic 
reasons Now we are given a chance to make up for our leeway by 
getting the nation well ready for the coming Seoul event Our 
investment to prepare for the successive international games may 
be enormous At the same time, it may turn out to be economical in 
the sense that we will be killing two birds with one stone 
Under the slogan of "Ever Onward" the Asian Games will bring 
together 20-odd Asian nations in an open pageant of sports for 
peace and harmony among peoples It offers an opportune moment 
for north Koreans to come out in the affirmative to respond to 
Seoul's call for a united sports representation in international 
matches to promote the reconciliation and eventual reunification of 
the divided peninsula. 

—Korea Herald 


S-N CULTURE CONTACT 

A most tragic consequence of the Korean division is the 
increasing likelihood that the nation—the people in the two 
halves—will see its homogeneous culture ruptured under the 
treadmill of ideological differences. Three decades of partition with 


different political systems in the two zones has begotten a number 
of a heterogeneous signs and traits in language and some other 
aspects of culture. 

This deplorable phenomenon amplifies all the more the signifi¬ 
cance of the proposal made by Minister of Culture and Information 
Lee Kwangpyo to North Korea at a national conference of publishers 
and editors of newspapers and broadcasting media. He called upon 
Pyongyang to exchange research data and to conduct exhibitions 
and joint academic studies with Seoul on ancient Korean culture. He 
further proposed that south and North Korea jointly sponsor 
overseas exhibitions of ancient Korean artifacts. 

Ideological differences between the South and North have kept 
the two sides from having any meaningful contact during the past 30 
years. Our efforts to crack the barrier of division have not been 
reciprocated by the North in the same well-meaning direction. While 
national unification remains the surpreme policy goal of both sides, 
their ideological differences make it as difficult as ever for them to 
come to a rapport. i 

However, if unification is to be made feasible at all, the divided 
halves should be kept from further drifting in opposite directions in 
terms of culture so as to preserve their national identity, which is 
essentiaMor a unified Korea. 

A most effective way toward this end will be exchanges of 
exhibitions of cultural objects between Seoul and Pyongyang as 
proposed by Minister Lee He suggested that Seoul could display at 
Pyongyang Museum, for a period, artifacts discovered at tombs of 
the Paekche and Silla era. In return, cultural objects of Koguryo 
kingdom unearthed recently in the north could be exhibited at the 
National Museum in Seoul. Such exchange programs would have 
little or nothing, to do with ideology because they involve ancient 
history and cultural heritage 

—Korea Herald 


SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRY 


W ITH the dedication of Okpo Shipyard, Korea has moved up 
from the 10th place to become the fifth largest shipbuilding 
country in the world. With 1,200,000 tons of Okpo's annual 
capacity, the nation's total capacity has increased to four million 
tons 

But the jubilation over the dedication should also behoove us to 
further step up efforts to receive more orders and manufacture 
more parts required for shipbuilding. These endeavors should be 
made through enhancement of productivity and improved tech¬ 
nology. 

In this vein, it must be pointed out that the nation's shipbuilding 
industry should be provided with sufficient deferred-payment export 
funds plus better opportunities for bank loans to enable Korea to 
effectively compete in the world market. 

There is a lesson we have dearly learned that government support 
can help bolster international competitiveness in the short run but in* 
the long run it rather hampers competitiveness unless the business* 
men increase their own efforts. The ship-building industrialists are 
asked to take heed of this. 

—Kyunghang SMtwmm 
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Koryo period celadon-gland incense burner, one of the artifacts of fba '5000 Years of Korean 
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THE PRESIDENCY 



Calls for positive 
Contribution to 
stable economy 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan called 
on the nation's industrial firms to 
expand their overseas business 
activities to help accelerate further 
development of the national eco¬ 
nomy. 

The government and business 
establishment should be good part¬ 
ners to develop the national economy 
through the exchange of necessary 
information, the Chief Executive said. 

President Chun also emphasized 
the need to further strengthen human 
relations between business owners 
and workers for the promotion of 
labour-management cooperation. 

The President further called upon 
the people to exert creative and posi¬ 
tive efforts to take the present econo¬ 
mic hardship as an occasion to bring 
about another economic takeoff. 

The President made the remarks at 
a monthly economic trend review 
session held at the Economic Plan¬ 
ning Board. 

On another occasion addressing the 
monthly Trade Promotion Confer¬ 
ence, President Chun Doo Hwan said 
that the improvement of the quality of 
export items is the best way to 
increase exports as well as to streng¬ 
then international competitiveness. 
We should display our creativeness 
4 



President Chun inspects folk art items on display at the Capitol after attending the monthly trade promotion conference 


and improve the quality of export 
goods, the President said. 

All the people, businessmen, ordin¬ 
ary workers and the government 
should exert positive and united 
efforts for the establishment of a 
stable basis for the national economy, 
aware of the difficulties facing the 
economy, the President said. 

At a Luncheon with the local com¬ 
munity leaders at Vesan, President 
Chun Doo Hwan said that a solid 
economic development can be 
achieved only when all the people of 
Korea well understand the overall 
picture of the Korean economy and 
cooperate in efforts to surmount the 
difficulties facing the economy. This is 
no time for government-led economic 
development. All people should par¬ 
ticipate and cooperate in the effort to 
develop the economy, he said. 

The President observed that infla¬ 
tion could be curtailed at the level of 
10 per cent next year if only domestic 
price-pushing factors can be arrested 
successfully, since only 2 to 3 per 
cent rise is foreseen next year in the 
international prices of crude oil and 
other raw materials. 

For the sake of the sound develop¬ 
ment of the economy, the govern¬ 
ment, President Chun said, will pur¬ 
sue solid economic policies even 
though they may be less popular. 


Takes Interest, in 
Sports Facilities 

P RESIDENT Chun called for the 
improvement and expansion of 
the existing sports facilities to use 
for the 1988 Seoul Olympics. 

He emphasized that a comprehen¬ 
sive plan for the Seoul Olympics 
should be drafted as soon as possible 
to help conduct the Olympics at a 
minimum expense by using the ex¬ 
isting facilities to the maximum extent 
possible. 

The Chief Executive instructed re¬ 
levant officials to study measures to 
"restructure" various sports organiza¬ 
tions in such a way as to cut expenses 
and ensure effectiveness in carrying 
out sports projects. 

President Chun gave these direc¬ 
tives while making a surprise visit to 
the Taenung National Training Camp 
in the northeastern outskirts of Seoul 
on an early mornipg. 

The President said that the sports 
facilities for the Seoul Olympiad 
should meet international standards, 
but need not be extravagant. 

The money to be saved by using the: 
existing facilities should be invested 
for the overseas training or other 
projects designed to improve the 
"quality" of athletes, he said. 
KOREAN NEWS: NOVEMBER DECEMBER *81 



THE NATION 


ANNUAL FOLK 
FESTIVAL 
Helps Preserve 
Cultural Heritage 

T HE 22nd annual National Folk An 
Contest was held last month at 
the Public Stadium in Inchon. A 
total of 1,045 performers from 19 
teams representing 17 different cities 
and provincial localities, including the 
five provinces of North Korea, showed 
their performance. Folk dance troupes 
from India and Japan also participated 
in the festival. 

Speaking at the opening of the 
contest, Minister of Culture and In¬ 
formation Lee Kwang-pyo said that 
development of culture is one of the 
primary goals of the Fifth Republic and 
that the government took profound 
interest in the proper preservation and 
development of the nation's cultural 
heritage. He said that this year's folk 
art event was special because many 
newly recovered art items were pre¬ 
sented and some foreign art teams 
were participating, namely those from 
Japan and India. 
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A folk dance performance at the Annual National Folk An Festival 


TANGUN WANGGOM 
Korea’s Progenttor 


T ENS of thousands of people 
from all parts of the country 
visited Mt. Mani on Kanghwa 
Island on pilgrimage and offered the 
year's new crop to Korea's progenitor 
Tangun Wanggom and prayed for 


national security and prosperity and 
for their personal well-being. 

Inal 0-day pilgrimage, the believers 
of the Tangun religion started scaling 
the steep slopes of the mountain at 
three O'clock in the morning to reach 



the summit and joined the pre-dawn 
ritual performed at the Chamsong-dan 
(Historical Property Number 136). 

According to Tangguk Sagang (His¬ 
torical Records of the Eastern State) 
and Tanmin Choson-ki (Chronicle of 
the Tan Korea), Chamsong-dan, the 
ritual site of Tangun, was constructed 
in the 59th year of Tangun Era, 4,244 
years ago. It is considered to be the 
oldest ritual site of the sort existing in 
the world today. 

The base of the ancient Tockery was 
built in the shape of a circle and on 
this foundation was built a square rock 
work, symbolizing the philosophical 
principle of Tangun, i.e., "Chon" 
("Heaven"), "Chi" ("Earth") and "In" 
("Man"). 

Legend has it that Kanghwa Island 
was protected by Tangun Wanggom 
and by Virtue of such providence kings 



of the different dynasties of Korea 
took refuge in the vicinity of Mani-san 
during the repeated invasions of 
Korea by foreign forces, such as the 
Mongolians and the Japanese. 

The residents of the island also 
relate that although the slopes leading 
to the summit of Mani-san (which 
they also refer to as "Morisan" mean¬ 
ing "Head Mountain") are very steep 
no one has had an accident or sus¬ 
tained any injuries throughout the 
5,000 years of Korean history under 
the grace of Tangun Wanggom. 

The third day of October in Korea is 
the National Foundation Day. This day 
has been set aside to celebrate the 
founding of the country by the First 
King of Korea, Tangun Wanggom, 
2,333 years before Christ. 

The journey of the people to the 
sacred site of Tangun takes place 
before and after the National Founda¬ 
tion Day. They come individually but in 
most cases they come in groups 
sponsored by various traditional Ko¬ 
rean religious groups believing in Tan¬ 
gun Wanggom. 

The most prominent of such reli¬ 
gious organizations is the Hanoi (Ko¬ 


rean Spirit) Church headed by Ven. 
Shin Chung-yil, which has a total of 
approximately 6,000,000 believers 
across the nation. 

Boost To 

Manpower 

Programme 

A government-supported corpora¬ 
tion is expected to come into 
being in February next year to 
conduct skilled manpower develop¬ 
ment programmes including vocation¬ 
al training, qualification tests and 
vocational guidance for skilled people. 

The plan for the establishment of 
"Korea Vocational Training Manage¬ 
ment Corporation," approved last 
month, was worked out by the Minis¬ 
try of Labour Affairs to foster highly- 
skilled people needed for the technol¬ 


ogy-intensive industry in the future. 

The scheme is also designed to 
elevate the technical level of skilled 
people through upgraded qualification 
tests and to promote the efficient 
utilization of skilled manpower. 

Under the plan, the present Korea 
Technical Qualification Test Agency, 
Central Vocational Training Institute, 
Changwon Industrial Masters’ Col¬ 
lege, 24 public vocational training cen¬ 
tres and other similar establishments 
will be absorbed into the gew corpora¬ 
tion. 

A law on the corporation will be 
enacted by the end of this year and 
the relevant existing laws will be 
revised or abrogated, said ministry 
officials. 

To foster highly skilled people, the 
current one-year vocational training 
course will be gradually extended to a * 
three year course beginning next year. 

Trainees will receive one year each 
of basic training, major training and 
applied training, officials sajd. 

Especially, the ministry plans to 
establish a four-year-course "voca¬ 
tional college" which will produce 
vocational training instructors. 









SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS _ 

CULTURAL EXCHANGES 
PROPOSED 


T HE Republic of Korea has pro¬ 
posed to North Korea to exchange 
research data and to conduct 
joint exhibitions and academic studies 
on ancient Korean culture. 

Overseas exhibitions of ancient 
Korean articles, jointly sponsored by 
the North and South Korea was de¬ 
sired because the "5,000 Years of 
Korean Art" exhibitions held in the 
United States and Japan have served 
"to greatly increase the international 
understanding of the uniqueness and 
originality of Korean culture." 

In a speech at a meeting of pub¬ 
lishers and editors of newspaper and 
broadcasting companies, held recent¬ 
ly in Seoul, Minister of Culture and 
Information Lee Kwang-pyo said that 
"we should be able to conduct face- 
to-face discussions and exchange his¬ 
torical data and artifacts from purely 
archaeological viewpoints, unencum¬ 
bered by ideological or political differ¬ 
ences." 

Saying it is "most unfortunate" that 
differences in ideological and political 
systems have prevented the two 
halves from having any cultural con¬ 
tact since the land was divided more 
than 30 years ago, Minister Lee sug¬ 
gested that an exhibition, for instance, 
can be held in Pyongyang for a spe¬ 
cific period to display artifacts dis¬ 
covered in the South including those at 
the tomb of King Muryong of Paekche 
Dynasty (B.C. 37-668) in Kyongju. 

In return, he proposed, Koguryo 
cultural objects recently discovered in 
the North could be exhibited at the 
National Museum in Seoul. Koguryo 
was an ancient Korean dynasty which 
existed during B.C. 37-668. 

"Such an exchange programme 
would be a most effective way to 
restore the national identity of the 
divided Koreerv people who share the 
same history and culture," Minister 
Lee said. 


He said that the proposal has been 
motivated by the wish to reaffirm the 
national identity of the Korean people 
through inter-Korean cultural ex¬ 
changes, to preserve and develop the 
Korean cultural heritage and thus to 
contribute to world culture as well. 

The Culture and Information Minis¬ 
ter said that the ROK is willing to 
cooperate to promote joint archaeolo¬ 
gical explorations with all Northeast 
Asian countries, including the opening 
of the Republic of Korea "to academic 
researchers from all the countries" in 
the region as well as ” free access to 
all research data" 

He made this known after pointing 
out that Northeast Asian culture has 


developed continuously, especially in 
the three countries of Korea, China 
and Japan, which constitute a single 
broad cultural sphere. 

Needless to say, it is necessary to 
hold joint studies by scholars of 
archaeology and art history of all North¬ 
east Asian countries—South and 
North Korea, China and Japan—if a 
clearer and deeper understanding of 
Oriental culture is to be achieved. 

Of particular interest are the 
Chinese and Japanese cultural trea¬ 
sures from a 14th century trade ship 
which are being recovered off Shinam 
along the southern coast of Korea, 
Minister Lee added. 

These cultural treasures, he said, 
offer more proof that it is impossible 
to study in any depth the culture of 
Korea, China or Japan without resear¬ 
ching the relationship between the 
three cultures against the broad back¬ 
drop of Oriental history. 

The government's proposal for in¬ 
ter-Korea cultural exchanges and joint 
overseas exhibitions is a "practical 
offer" designed to make a break¬ 
through in the currently stalemated 





South-North dialogue. 

It is believed that the offer, made on 
the basis of the "June 5 proposal" by 
President Chun Doo Hwan, was a 
suggestion for North Korea to start 
inter-Korea exchanges beginning with 
athletic, cultural, academic, postal and 
economic exchanges, if North Korea 
was unable to wholly open its entire 
society at the present moment. 

The proposal is also expected to 
create a momentum for exchanges 


with Communist China now that the 
minister emphasized the necessity of 
joint studies by scholars of archaeology 
and art history of all Northeast Asian 
countries, including South and North 
Korea, Japan and China. 

The Republic of Korea made a 
similar cultural exchange proposal to 
Pyongyang through the South-North 
Coordinating Committee in April 1976 
but North Korea flatly turned down the 
offer with a criticism that the proposal 


was purely a publicity-oriented drama. 

Political observers said, the latest 
offer was particularly meaningful in 
that it came on the heels of the 
Republic of Korea's reinforced posi¬ 
tion in the international arena follow¬ 
ing a recent decision to hold the 
Olympic Games in Seoul in 1988. 

Meanwhile, experts on North Ko¬ 
rean affairs welcomed the proposal as 
"timely and appropriate." 


AT THE UNITED NATIONS 


Chun’s Proposals 
Supported 


M ANY delegates to the 36th U N. 
General Assembly expressed 
strong support for peace propos¬ 
als made by President Chun Doo 
Hwan for talks between the leaders of 
South and North Korea. 

Addressing the General Assembly, 
U.S. Secretary of State Alexander M. 
Haig Jr. strongly supported Republic 
of Korea's initiative to reopen the' 
dialogue between South and North 
Korea to achieve a peaceful settle¬ 
ment of the Korean problems. 

He said, "South Korea's attempts 
to initiate a dialogue with North Korea 
epitomizes the search for peaceful 
settlement that is the heart of the 
U.N. Charter." 

Japanese Foreign Minister Sunao 
Sonoda said, Japan firmly supports 
the proposal made by the Republic of 
Korean government that a dialogue 
between South and North Korea be 
resumed, through the exchange of 
visits between the top leaders of both 
sides. 

He said that it is his earnest hope 
that continued efforts will be made for 
the realization of such a dialogue. 

Pointing out that the United Nations 
has so far played an important role in 
restoring and maintaining peace in the 
Korean peninsula, the Japanese fore¬ 
ign minister said that consideration 
should be given to utilizing the Secret¬ 
ary-General's good offices to enable 

~P__ _ _ .. _ . 
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South and North Korea to resume a 
dialogue. 

Philippines Foreign Minister Carlos 
Romulo urged the General Assembly 
to take note of the efforts of President 
Chun Doo Hwan to revive negotia- t . 
tions at a summit level for the 
reunification of Korea. 

He also suggested that U.N. Secret¬ 
ary-General Kurt Waldhiem could, in 
the interests of peace, use his good 
offices as a channel of communication 
between North and South Korea. "In 
the past, we have supported the 
admission of the two Koreas into the 
United Nations if it would serve the 
interests of both. We do so again 
today," Gen. Romulo said. 

Government Reconsiders 
Korean Question 

M INISTER of Foreign Affairs Lho 
Shin-yong said the government 
is reconsidering its policy not to 
have the Korean question tabled for 
debate at the United Nations. 

Minister Lho said, however, the 
government does not have any im¬ 
mediate intention to revert to the 
previous policy of automatic submis¬ 
sion of the Korean question to the 
world peace organization for a host of 
complicated reasons. 

The government-adopted the princi¬ 
ple not to have the Korean question 
tabled at the United Nations since 
1976, on the ground that the submis¬ 
sion only resulted in unproductive 
debates. 

Speaking at a ceremony marking 
the 36th U.N. Day, Minister Lho said a 
simultaneous admission of South and 
North Korea to the United Nations 
KOREAN NEWS: NOVEMBER DECEMBER '81 



Chief delegates from the South and North shake hands at Panmun/om after the first meetinq o ( the working level contacts to 
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should be promoted as a "provision¬ 
al" measure to ease tension and 
prevent another war on the Korean 
peninsula and foster inter-Korea re¬ 
conciliation. 

He predicted, the joint admission 
would constitute an initial stage of 
ending the mutual distrust and con¬ 
frontation of South and North Korea. 

The non-admission of the Republic 
with a population of 38 million not only 
runs counter to the principle of the 
world mechanism but also rejects 
efforts exerted by it to achieve world 
peace and stability, he stressed. 

He said that the inducemet of the 
1988 Olympic Games to Seoul tes¬ 
tifies to the socio-political stability and 
the economic capability of the Repub¬ 
lic. and that it is natural for the 
Republic to be admitted to the United 
Nations. 

The Republic fully supports the U.N. 
principles of pursuing world peace 
and stability, and economic and social 
KOREAN NEWS: NOVEMBER DECEMBER '81 


development as well as its efforts to 
achieve a peaceful settlement of the 
Korean question, he stated. 

U.N. efforts to solve the Korean 
question, however, have failed over 
the past 25 years to bring about any 
result, because of North Korea’s in¬ 
transigent attitude, he said. 

President Chun Doo Hwan's over¬ 
ture made on Jan 12 and reiterated on 
June 5 for a top level inter-Korea 
meeting has won growing internation¬ 
al endorsement, but has been ignored 
by North Korea, Minister Lho added. 

International Support 
For UN Entry 

M INISTER Lho said It will not be 
long before the Republic of 
Korea is admitted to the United 
Nations. 

He added that the Republic main¬ 


tains a diplomatic edge over North 
Korea and that "our efforts to resume 
inter-Korea dialogue and join the world 
body is endorsed even by some of 
Pyongyang's allies" 

"If we continue present efforts, we 
will be able to neutralize North Korea 
diplomatically and be admitted to the 
United Nations before long", h© said. 

He further quoted a Third World 
country delegate to the recent U.N. 
General Assembly as saying the in¬ 
duction to Seoul of the world sports 
festival has virtually ended diplomatic 
confrontation between Seoul and 
Pyongyang. 

He said the Republic’s diplomatic 
efforts such as the Jan. 12 and June 5 
proposals are welcomed by a growing 
number of nonaligned nations. 

Some 30 nonaligned countries sup¬ 
ported the Seoul government's cause 
at this year's U.N. general assembly, 
demonstrating the increasing amica¬ 
bility with nonaligned nations, he 
observed The figure compares with 
five last year, he noted. 

Seoul Olympiad 
An Impetus To 
Unification 

M INISTER of National Unification 
Lee Bum-suk told the National 
Assembly that he believed the 
1988 Seoul Olympics would be 
favourable to unifications of the Ko¬ 
rean peninsula and consequently 
North Korea would be bound to 
change its policy toward the Republic 
of Korea. 

In reply to lawmaker's questions at 
the National Assembly Foreign Affairs 
Committee, Minister Lee also said 
North Korea seemed to be worried 
about the induction to Seoul of the 
1988 sports meet. 

Breaking its silence on the Seoul 
world sports meet. North Korea re¬ 
ported it, in a somewhat obscure 
manner between the news program¬ 
mes of the so-called "Voice of the 
Unification Revolutionary Party", he 
said. 

He said it remained to be seen 
whether North Korea would partici¬ 
pate in the 1988 Olympic Games. 
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Minister Lee added that the Republic 
would do its best to encourage both 
North Korea and Communist China to 
attend the Seoul Olympics. 

The Minister said he would like to 
propose to North Korea that a sports 
training centre be built up at the truce 
village of Panmunjom in an effort to 
form a single Seoul-Pyongyang team 
for the 1988 sports meet 

"Judging from North Korea's rejec¬ 
tion of our proposals, it is hard to 
expect North Korea to respond to the 
overture", he said. 

Unification 
Proposals 
Win Acclaim 

( 1 AffE managed to get across our 
lfy country's open-door policy and 
peaceful unification efforts to 
many foreign delegates at the recent 
Havana IPU general meeting'', Nation¬ 
al Assembly Vice Speaker Chae Mm- 
shick said last month. 

In an interview held one day after 
his return from Havana, Mr Chae said 
a lot of nations, including nonaligned 
countries said it was unreasonable for 
North Korea to decline to talk with the 
current government in Seoul. 

All but North Korea showed their 
understanding "when we explained 
the Jan. 12 and June 5 proposals 
made by President Chun Doo Hwan 
for an exchange of visits between top 
ROK and North Korean Leaders". 

The Meeting was held in the Com¬ 
munist country with delegates from 
the Free World conspicuously out¬ 
numbering those from the Commun¬ 
ist camp, but "we got across our 
peaceful unification efforts to many 
delegates", he said. 

He claimed he got an inkling that 
many nations, excluding North Korea, 
understood that "our country's peace¬ 
ful unification formula is rational and 
reasonable." 

in 


The North Korean delegations made 
abortive attempts to raise a resolution 
unfavourable to the Republic of Korea, 
but it failed to obtain support even 
from nonaligned nations, he said. 

The North Korean senior delegate 
unleashed scathing criticism against 
the Republic of Korea in his address, 
and the ROK delegation raised point 
of order. The North Korean delegate 
ordered to leave the chamber without 
finishing his speech, he said. 

He also said that Cubans seemed to 
be growingly interested in Seoul and 
that a Cuban reporter asked for an 
interview with him. 

"I believe we managed to perform 
our given task relatively well in a 
difficult situation because all of us 
were fully committed to serving the 
best national interests", he said. 

Castro talked about weather and 
sports with the ROK delegation, he 
said. 

North’s Provocation 
On The Border 

N ORTH Korean Communist troops 
fired some 520 machine-gun 
shots at guard-posts of the Re¬ 
public of Korea 15 km northwest of 
Vonchon, Kyonggi-do, on three occa¬ 
sions on Oct. 31, the Ministry of 
National Defence announced. 

A spokesman for the ministry said 
that the Republic's servicemen re¬ 
turned the fire immediately and added 
there were "no casualties on our 
side". 

Although the indiscriminate firing 
came from North Korea, the Com¬ 
munist regime in Pyongyang, through 
its broadcasting network, accused the 
Republic of Korea of firing thousands 
of machine-gun bullets at North Ko¬ 
rean positions. 

The Pyongyang regime triggered 
the shooting incident and then in an 
apparent attempt to shift the respon¬ 
sibility on the ROK side, lodged a 
strong protest to the Military Armis¬ 


tice Commission (MAC) and made a 
quick, false report on the incident, the 
spokesman said. 

Pointing out that such wicked belli¬ 
cosity of the North Korean Commun¬ 
ists has been well known to the world 
for the last 30 years, the spokesman 
said that the Communists should real¬ 
ize the fact that no one in the world is 
going to believe whatever fabricated 
reports the regime in Pyongyang 
makes. 

The republic's military* judging that 
such a premeditated provocation is 
aimed at unleashing another Korean 
War, will take determined and 
appropriate countermeasures against 
the recurrence of such provocative 
acts from the North, the spokesman 
said. 

He urged the North Korean Com¬ 
munists to come to the dialogue table 1 
to discuss the peaceful reunification 
of the Korean peninsula. 

Five similar shooting incidents were 
committed by the Pyongyang regime 
earlier this year, the spokesman said. 

In most shootings. North Korean 
troops fired from small arms and 
machine guns. 

Exchange of 
South-North 
Scholars Good 

M INISTER of Culture and Informa¬ 
tion Lee Kwang-pyo said last 
month that he will consult the 
National Unification Board to tap the 
possibility of proposing a session to 
be attended by scholars of both South 
and North Korea to debate traditional 
culture. 

He made the remark in his testi¬ 
mony at the National Assembly 
Education-Culture Committee. Hd 
said it was necessary to maintain 
cultural supremacy over North Korea. 
KOREAN NEWS: NOVEMBER DECEMBER '81 



INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 


National Day 
Celebrated 
In Delhi 


K OREA'S National Foundation Day 
was celebrated in Delhi on Octo¬ 
ber 3. A reception was held at the 
Embassy on the occasion, which was 


attended by distinguished personali¬ 


ties from different walks of life. The 


Chief guest at the reception was 


Indian Minister of Planning S.B. 
Chavan. 



Minister of Planning S B Chavan, chief guest at Korea's National Day function on October 3, is seen with the Ambassador, 
second from left, and Madam Chung-Tai Kim. at the Embassy 





INDO-KOREAN 


Krishna Kripalani 
Visits Seoul 


K RISHNA KRIPALANI, Chairman 
of India's National Book Trust, 
visited Korea, last month, at the 
invitation of the International Cultural 
Society of Korea (ICSK). During his 
nine-day stay in Korea. Mr. Kripalani 
called on Minister of Culture and 
Information He visited the National 
Museum and Kyongju to observe Ko¬ 
rean Cultural assets He also gave 
lectures on Tagore's thoughts and life 
at a function jointly organised by the 
ICSK and the Korean Society of Ta¬ 
gore's Literature and in Universities. 

Speaking to journalists in Seoul, Mr 
Kripalani said: "Universal love is the 
essence of the great Indian poet 
Rabindranath Tagore's thoughts and 
literary spirit." 

He said, Tagore's thoughts and 



Chairman of the National Book Tiust Krishna Knpaiam is received by the President of the International Cultural Souety of Korea 
Dr Kyu-Taik Kim 


literary spirit had its origin in Up- 
amshad, ancient Indian philosophy, 
humanism influenced by Europe, and in 
his loving nature 

Tagore, who won the Nobel Prize 
for Literature in 1913—the first Asian 
to win the award—exerted great in¬ 
fluence on contemporary Indian litera¬ 


ture by laying foundation for literary 
renaissance, Mr Kripalani said. 

The Indian scholar said he had 
interest in Korea but never had an 
opportunity to visit. So he said he was 
happy to be in Korea and wanted to 
meet many Korean people and learn 
about the Korean heritage. 


TRADE FAIR AWARD POR KOREA PAVILION 


K OREA'S sports facilities for the 
1988 Olympiad formed the theme 
of the Korea Hall, the Seoul Olym¬ 
piad 1988 Exhibition, held at the India 
International Trade Fair '81, Pragati 
Maidan, New Delhi. The exhibition in 
New Delhi was the third of a series of 
exhibitions of Korea’s sports facilities; 
the first one was held at Baden Baden 




and the second at fi^e Cotogne Sports 
Fair in West Gerrjrt$y. lest Septem- 
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ber-October. This exhibition includes 
models and panels of Seoul Sports 
Complex, Korea's Cultural Heritage 
and Korea’s economic development. 
Korea Hall, designed as;-; a touring 1 
esdiibition. is organised to highlight 
Korea’s sports facilities in dye wake of 
its capital city Seoul’s selection as the 
venue for I98&0fympfc Games. 
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President of the Kalakshetra (The School of Performing Arts) Rukmmi Devi Arundate receiving a souvenir from the chairman of the Korean Culture and Arts Foundation This world renowned 
artiste led the folk dance troupe from Madras which participated m the Annual National Folk An Festival in Korea, last September At right is the Kathakah Dance Drama which the troupe 
presented at the Festival 


Kalakshetra Dance Shankar’S Gold Medal 
Troupe in Korea For Korean Girl 


O NE of the popular dance troupes 
of India, the Kalakshetra of Mad¬ 
ras. comprising of 27 members 
led by the world renowned artiste 
Rukmmi Devi Arundale, participated in 
the National Folk Art Festival at Inchon, 
Korea in the last week of October. The 
annual folk festival organised by the 
Ministry of Culture and Information 
and the Korean Committee of the 
International Council of Organizations 
of Folklore Festivals (CIOFF), is a col¬ 
ourful festival aimed at preserving the 
traditional folk culture. 

This was the first time that foreign 
troupes were invited to the national 
folk festival after the Korean Commit¬ 
tee of the CIOFF was formally admit¬ 
ted into the CIOFF. The other foreign 
troupe to participate in the festival 
was the Japan Folklore Association. 

The Kalkshetra Troupe presented 
the classical dance drama, Kathakali, 
which has its origin in Kerala. During 
its week long stay in Korea, the troupe 
introduced the Indian Folk dance dra¬ 
ma to the art lovers in Seoul; at the 
National Theatre on October 25, and 
at the Sungui Music Hall, arranged by 
the Indian Embassy in Seoul, on Octo¬ 
ber 26. 
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T WENTY five children from Korea 
have won prizes in the Shankar's 
International Children's Com¬ 
petition, 1980, the results of which 
were announced recently. 12-year old 
Kim In-sook, won the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Memorial Gold Medal for her 
painting 'Rainy Day'. 

Korea with 25 prizes is placed 


eighth in the overall prize tally, 
selected from 160,000 entries from 
76 countries. 

President of India's Gold Medal for 
the best painting went to 15-year old 
girl N. Jyoti of India. The Children's 
Book Trust Gold Medal for the best 
entry in writing went to 11-year old 
Paul Tolmeo of Australia. 




A Pleasant Memory 
T o Cherish 

The 2nd General Assembly of the International Federation of Korean 
War Veterans Associations was held in Seoul, last September. B.S. 
Baswan, President of the Indian Ex-Services League, was one of the 
delegates to the conference. Here is an account of his visit to Korea: 


INDO-KOREAN 

Archaeologist Kim 
Studies Indian 
Buddhist Structures 

D R. KIM CHOUNG-KI, Director. 
National Research Institute of 
Cultural Property of Korea, visited 
India, last September, under the Cul¬ 
ture Exchange Programme between 
India and Korea. During his ten-day 
stay in India, Dr. Kim visited Saranath 
and observed the Buddhist Stupa with 
archaeological interest. He also visited 
Sanchi and Khajuraho in Madhya- 
Pradesh and the famous Ajanta and 
Ellora caves at Aurangabad in Mahar¬ 
ashtra. 

The purpose of Dr Kim's visit was to 
study and compare Indian cave tem¬ 
ples and stupas with those of Korea. 
He was also interested in the cultural 
property preservation techniques, 
especially for the stone figures and 
structures, followed by the Archaeolo¬ 
gical Survey of India 

Korean Athletes 
At India Int’l Meet 

A THLETES from the Republic of 
Korea participated in the Five- 
Nation Athletic Test held in India 
at Pune, Hissar and Ludhiana from 
November 8 to 15. Other participating 
nations in this international meet were 
USSR. West Germany, Japan and 
India. This international meet, apart 
from promoting competitive sports, 
would enhance the existing friendly 
relations between the participating 
nations and their peoples. 

In a congratulatory message sent to 
the president of the Ludhiana District 
Olympic Association, Ambassador 
Chung-Tai Kim said. "We all know 
very well any international events can 
hardly match sports meet in promot¬ 
ing international friendship and under¬ 
standing among peoples. The parti¬ 
cipation of athletes from my country 
in this meet, I am sure, is in the same 
spirit of friendship and will contribute 
to furthering the friendly relations 
between the peoples of India and 
Korea as well as the peoples of the 
other participating countries." 


I T was a pleasant surprise for me to 
see the miraculous changes in 
Korea, barely 28 years after the end 
of the Korean War. Today's Korea, I 
mean the Republic of Korea, is Asia’s 
most rapidly developing nation. This 
ancient oriental land far too long re¬ 
mained aloof from the rest of the 
world. But in recent years, its econo¬ 
mic 'miracle on the Han' and its 
cultural renaissance, have drawn 
world attention to this corner of north 
east Asia. What one sees is a proud, 
energetic, extroverted pople with col¬ 
ourful costumes, ancient traditions, 
highly refined arts and an overmaster¬ 
ing urge to modernise and progress 
without abandoning the rich heritage 
Korean peninsula, south of Man¬ 
churia, is a tiny beautiful country. 
Known as the "Land of the Morning 
Calm", this mountainous land-bridge 
between North Asia and the outside 
world has always been of great 
strategic importance. The beginning 
of this century saw the Japanese 
rulers attacking the peace-loving Ko¬ 
reans and annexing the country. The 
Japanese surrender at the end of the 
World War II on August 15, 1945 
liberated the country. But the joy of 
liberation was short-lived, for the com¬ 
plexity of international politics forced 
the division of the country into two; 
the South and North Korea. Unfortu¬ 
nately, this temporary division at the 
38th parallel continues even today, 
despite the entire Korean people's 
wish for the unification of their father- 
land. South Korea was christened the 
Republic of Korea in 1945 and Seoul 
became its capital. 

Barely did the people recover from 
the tragedy of division that anothei 
catastrophe befell them in the guise 
of the Korean War, which broke out 
on June 25, 1950. On this day the 
North Korean armed forces mounted 


an all-out attack on the«young Repub¬ 
lic and they almost succeeded in their 
bid to overrun the country. As India's 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 
pointed out, it was " perfectly clear 
full scale and well-laid invasion of 
South Korea by numerically superior 
Communist forces of North Korea, 
armed with Russian supplied tanks,,. 
artillery and war planes". Immediately 
after the break-out of the War, the 
United Nations called upon its mem¬ 
bers to help South Korea to fight off 
this aggression. A total of sixteen 
nations and the Republic of Korea 
formed the UN Command which 
fought under the UN flag and status 
quo at the 38th parallel was restored. 
Five countries, India, Sweden, Nor¬ 
way, Denmark and Italy sent their field 
hospital units. 

The armistice negotiations for en¬ 
ding the Korean War begun on July 
26,1951, but got bogged down on the 
subject of exchange of prisoners of 
war. The UN Command held 121,000 
Chinese and North Korean prisoners 
and the Chinese, who entered the 
War to assist the North Koreans, 
claimed the capture of 65,000 UN 
soldiers. Reportedly, a large number 
of North Korean and Chinese POWs 
held by the UN Command and a few 
UN soldiers held by the Chinese did 
not want to be repatriated to their 
respective countries of origin. The 
problem was solved by an agreement 
reached by both the parties to form 
the Neutral Nations-Repatriation Com¬ 
mission (NNRC), which provided India 
an opportunity to play a major role. 
General K.S. Thimmayya as chairman 
of the NNRC proved himself to be 
neutral to the core and acceptable to 
both sides. (General Thimmayya was 
the first president of the Indian Ex- 
Service League, which was formed in 
1964). In the emotionally surcharged 


atmosphere, General Thimmayya 
calmed frayed tempers and 
soothed nerves. A total of 22,586 
anti-communist prisoners refusing re¬ 
patriation and 359 pro-communist 
prisoners came to be guarded by the 
Indian Custodian Forces under the 
command of General S.P.P. Thorat. 
Only about half of the 6,000 strong 
Indian troops was armed. The UN 
observers found that India had com¬ 
bed her armies to send soldiers of 
tact, sound sense and firmness for 
this delicate task. As a Korean writer 
says: "Lieut. General Thimmayya, a 
veteran of World War II and six tower¬ 
ing feet of soldier brought to our 
Neutral Zone a thick slice of the 
tradition of fairness and dry humour of 
the army of rising India". 

The Armistice was finally signed on 
July 27, 1953; and 28 years after that 
an uneasy peace still reigns this no¬ 
man's land at the 38th parallel. 

The purpose of my visit to Seoul 
from September 27 to October 2, 
1981 was to attend the second Gener¬ 
al Assembly Meeting of the Interna¬ 
tional Federation of Korean War Veter¬ 
ans Associations (IFKWVA). The Ex- 
servicemen's Associations of coun¬ 
tries, which formed part of the UN 
Command in the Korean War, are 
members of the Federation. The 
General Assembly meetings are held 
evey three years and are sponsored 
by the Korean Veterans Association, 
which also plays host to the meeting. 

The opening ceremony was held at 
the Dynasty Hall of the Hotel Shilla in 
Seoul on September 29. Korea's 
Minister of National Defence Young 


Bock-choe was present at the open¬ 
ing ceremony. Korean War veterans 
from Australia, Newzealand, Thailand, 
Philippines, Canada, Columbia, Bel¬ 
gium, France, Netherlands, Turkey, 
Greece, Luxembourg, Norway and 
Sweden also attended the meeting. 
Mayor of Seoul Metropolitan Govern¬ 
ment welcomed the delegates. 

The Conference lasted two days. 
Besides, electing the chairman and 
office-bearers, the delegates discus¬ 
sed problems of their veteran mem¬ 
bers and how their respective govern¬ 
ments extended help to rehabilitate 
and resettle their war veterans and 
their dependants. 

The delegates resolved to promote 
communication between the veterans 
and the people of friendly countries, 
especially those that had participated 
in the Korean War, to promote stu¬ 
dent exchange between their coun¬ 
tries and to work to develop interna¬ 
tional understanding and goodwill as a 
contribution to peace. 

The delegates condemned the con¬ 
stant and recurring provocation 
against the Republic of Korea by its 
northern neighbour. And they urged 
the Republic of Korea to remain 
strong and vigilant in the face of 
provocations, and to constantly seek a 
diplomatic settlement that will finally 
reunite the peninsula. The delegates 
also offered that they will extend their 
whole hearted endeavours in securing 
the support of their governments for 
the Republic of Korea to ensure that 
the cease-fire established twenty- 
eight years ago will not be destroyed. 

In a jjress release issued after the 


conference, the delegates pledged 
continuing support for the Republic of 
Korea, and congratulated President 
Chun Doo Hwan and the people of 
Korea for the 'miracle of reconstruc¬ 
tion' that had been achieved since the 
end of the War. The delegates also 
supported the Republic of Korea's na¬ 
tional security efforts. 

On October 1, the delegates were 
invited to witness the Armed Forces 
Day Parade which, besides being 
most spectacular and impressive, 
showed that the Korean Forces are 
highly trained and ready to repel any 
aggression. Only a decade ago. South 
Korea depended on the United States 
for most of its weapons and military 
equipments. Now it is rapidly joining 
the ranks of the world's middle-level 
manufacturers and exporters of con¬ 
ventional weapons. Military hardware 
on display included tanks, Hawk 
ground-to-air missiles, 56-barrel multi¬ 
ple rocket launchers, Hughes 500 MD 
Helicopters capable of carrying one 
side-winder air-to-air missile on each 
side. South Korean armed forces can 
now meet 70 per cent of the country's 
arms and equipment needs from 
domestic sources. 

My short stay in this land of breath¬ 
taking natural beauty and enthusiastic 
and hospitable people made me 
forget the horrors and devastation 
that were the only products of the 
Korean War. Such were the 
tremendous changes that took place 
in this country that one might wonder 
whether the Korean War had once 
wreaked havoc on it. 


The 2nd General Assembly Meeting of the International Federation of Korean War Veterans Asso< Mtions in session , left, end nght. President of the Indian Ex-services League B.S. Baswan. 
second from right, attending the session. 
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The Korean Women's basketball team plays a fnendiy 
match with its Indian counterpart during the former's 
visit to New Delhi, this January, 'left, the 3rd Meeting 
of the India-Korea Joint Business Councils in session 
in Seoul in February The Council agreed to increase 
the trade between the two countnes to S1 Mhon in the 
next S years, below left delegates to the Second 
Korea India Joint Cultural Committee Meeting in 
Seoul, last July, sign documents for the extension of 
the Cultural Exchange Programme between the two 
countnes for another three years, bebwnght. 
Ambassador Chung • Tat Kim presented his credentials 
to President Sanjiva Reddy on January 5, right, and 
extreme right. President Chun receiving the General 
manager of PTI. N R Chandran when the latter 
interviewed him at his office on July 2S. In his 
interview President Chun Said, 'Koreans have warm 
and fnendiy feelings toward India " 
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President Chun Doo Hwsn was sworn in on March 6, ushering in the 
Fifth Republic end e new ere Sweanng-m ceremony, tap left; President 
Chun with the US President Ronald Reegen during the former's state 
visit to the United States tn February, centre. President Chun mode en 
histone propose! to the North fore meeting of the Heeds of State of the 
South end North Korea to pave the way fore meaningful dialogue 

Middle row On return from his successful tour of the ASEAN countries 
President Chun said that he had'discovered greet room for expended 
cooperation to mutual national Interests ' extrema left; commissioning 
of the fourth biast furnace of the Poheng Iron and Steel Md put Korea in 
the group of the major steel producing countries m the world, below left; 
end below right. Mayor of Seoul Perk Yong-Soo throws up his hands m 
delight es the Baden Baden meeting of the IOC last September decided 
to hold the 1988 Olympics m Seoul 
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TOURISM 


Korea's Tourism Miracle 


K OREA has one of the fastest 
growing tourism industry in the 
East. By August this year the 
number of tourists has reached an 
encouraging 726,560. This figure 
comes close to the projected figure of 
779,000. The majority of the tourists 
came from Asia, a total of 463,671 
with Japanese tourists leading the 
table—328,191. About 95,900 came 
from the Americas; 34,306 from 
Europe; 3,850 from the Oceania; 
1,250 from Africa; and others about 
200. The most encouraging about the 
statistics is that about 75 per cent of 
the visitors came on vacation. 

This remarkable growth in tourism, 
optimistically dubbed as 'Tourism 
Miracle of Korea', was due largely to 
the nation's return to economic and 
political stability. Though the favour¬ 
able tourism climate with improve¬ 
ments in hotal accommodation and 
facilities were considered to be re¬ 
sponsible for this, the main tourist 
drawing power has been the Korean 
soil and rich environment. 

Korea's rich cultural heritage, long 
history, ruggedly beautiful landscape 
with breathtaking mountains and ex¬ 
citing beaches have contributed to a 
boom in its tourism industry. One of 
the oldest nations in the world, Korea 
is rich in culture and historic relics, and 
traditional art forms. Added to these 
are the modern tourist attractions that 
were constructed for the comforts of 
tourists the number of which grew 
tremendously in the recent past. 
There is no wonder then that the 
Korean tourism industry became to be 
known as one of the fastest growing 
in the world. 

From being 'the best kept secrets in 
the Orient',’ the nation has assumed 
the status of one of the most popular 
places to visit in the Far East. Lying on 
the eastern tip of the Asian continent, 
Korea is flanked by the East Sea to the 
east, the Yellow Sea to the west, and 
a narrow strait separates it from Japan 
to the south This natural gift itself has 
been a boon to Korea's tourism indus¬ 
try. Korea's coastal areas are rugged 
and mountainous with breathtaking 


scenery that has made it to be known 
as the 'Switzerland of Asia’. Some of 
the mountainous areas have been 
declared as national.parks and con¬ 
verted into tourist resorts. For exam¬ 
ple, the Soraksan National Park, which 
apart from the attractive mountains, 
has one of the best beaches in the 
Orient. The country's beaches are all 


attractive; the beach resorts are really 
meant for the comforts of the tourists. 
Korea has also a string of islands, 
many of them have been developed 
as tourist resorts. Cheju-do, the citrus 
island, is the most captivating of all, 
providing a variety of attractions. 

Above all, the rich Buddhist cultural 
treasures are enviably preserved in 
the temples and museums strewn all 
over Korea. The Pulguksa Temple and 
the Sokkuram Grotto Temple in 
Kyongju are only two of those magm- 
ficantly carved out sculptural excell¬ 
ence of uniquely Korean Buddhist 
tradition The National Museums in 
Seoul, Kyongju and Puyo are reposi¬ 
tories of 5000 years of Korean culture, 
art and historic relics. 


For tourists who want to spend only 
a short time and still need a glimpse of 
Korea, Seoul, the capital city, itself will 
provide a glimpse of the country's 
cultural heritage, natural beauty and 
historical remains. So much so one 
would tend to remark that Seoul is a 
replica of Korea. The city isfset amidst 
surrounding mountain ranges, with 


the Han River to the south. Two 
medium sized mountains are right in 
the centre of the city: Mt. Nam-san 
and Mt. Pukhan. The old walls of the 
city used to wind over and among 
these mountains—vestiges of 
ancient stone work can still be glimp¬ 
sed—and two of the nine massive 
main gates to the city are still in 
existence. Toksu, Kyongbok and 
Chandok Palaces stand in perfect 
harmony with the modern concrete 
structures, making Seoul one of the 
very few cities in the world where the 
very new and the very old co-exist in 
perfect harmony. The National 
Museum in the Kyongbok Palace en¬ 
shrines priceless treasures of Korea’s 
antiquity. 



Seoul the capital city, is a perfect blend of the very old and the very new High nsmg buildings, some of them five star hotels, 
stand side by side the old palaces 











On the outskirts of Seoul, about 40 
km from the city is located the Korean 
Folk Village, a replica vividly depicting 
the daily life and times of the Yi 
Dynasty. 

A feast of natural beauty and cultu¬ 
ral treasures await those who want 
to probe into the interiors of the 
country. And for them Kyongju would 
be the first choice. Kyongju, one of 
the ten historic sites in the world, is 
the richest repository of the ancient 
history and arts in Korea. The city was 
once the capital of the Silla Dynasty. It 


is a veritable treasure trove of historic 
and aesthetic remains. Unique golden 
crowns, jewellery, ceramics and de¬ 
corations found in the tombs of the 
kings and queens of the Silla Dynasty 
are kpet in the Kyongju National 
Museum. 

The Pulguksa Temple, a symbol of 
architectural excellence, the serene 
Sokkuram Grotto Temple, the most 
modern Pomun Lake resort are the 
other Kyongju tourist attractions 
blending culture and tradition. A 
'Dysneyland' covering a large area is 
also planned for Kyongju. 

At the southern tip of the Korean 
peninsula lies the port city of Pusan. 
The bay in which the city lies is 
practically lined up with superb bath- 
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ing beaches. The suburban cities of 
Haeundae and Tongnae are especially 
noted as resorts with their hot mineral 
water sprouts reputed to have medi¬ 
cinal value. The Hallyo Waterway, a 
maritime national park lies not far 
away. 

The ancient alternate capitals of the 
Paekche Dynasty, Puyoand Kongju, are 
still worthy of a tourist visit, for they 
permit the traveller to breathe the a. 
of ancient histoiy. At Puyo, the stri¬ 
kingly modem National Museum 
branch, and the 'Falling Flowers 


Rocks', from which hundreds of court 
ladies flung themselves to watery 
graves in the river far below when the 
city fell to aggressors, are tourist 
attractions. 

In Kongju one can see the regal 
jewellery and ornaments excavated 
from the tomb of King Muryong in all 
their reqal splendour. 

Mount Songm National Park is only 
a three to four hours drive from Seoul. 
The imposing Popchusa Temple, with 
the tallest stone Buddha Statue in the 
Orient, fortressed by the pine forest 
and exquisite mountains, is not far 
away from this National Park. 

Cheju, the southern tip island, is 
another world to visit. An unpolluted 
paradise, Cheju offers such striking 


scenic splendours as fantastic valleys 
traversed by rushing streams and 
plunging waterfalls, grotesque lava 
formations, mysterious caves, clean 
sandy bathing beaches, and all- 
weather sports, including hunting, 
fishing,, golf and mountain climbing. 
Cheju is being developed into a mod¬ 
em tourist resort with every facility. 
The Government is also thinking of 
making the island a visa-free tourist 
resort. 

The East coast of Korea provides a 
unique variety of landscapes. The 
Soraksan National Park, an all season 
tourist resort is on the east coast. 
Skiing resorts and fine beaches 
spread all along the coast. 

Landscapes and cultural relics 
apart, the Korean National Tourism 
Corporation's efforts to provide every 
comfort to the tourists resulted in the 
construction of hotels of international 
standard throughout the country. Air, 
surfaces and waterway transport are 
very convenient for the tourists. 

How to get to Korea 

Location: The Republic of Korea is a 
peninsula situated between China and 
Japan. Only 2 hours from Tokyo, 2V* 
from Taipei, 3 from Hong Kong, 3% 
from Manila, Korea can be visited at 
no extra cost if enroute to another 
Asian country 

How to get to Korea: There are over 
200 flights weekly by international air- 
lines connecting world destinations. 
Major international airlines serving 
Korea are Braniff, Cathay, Pacific, Chi¬ 
na Airlines, Japan Airlines, Korean Air- 
Airlines, Malaysian Airlines, Northwest 
Orient, Singapore Airlines and Thai 
Airways International. 

Language: Korean is the national lan¬ 
guage. Members of the tourist facili¬ 
ties speak English and Japanese. 

Climate: There are four distinct sea¬ 
sons. Spring (March-May) and Au¬ 
tumn (September-November) are best 
for travelling, Summer (June-August) 
for swimmers, and winter (December- 
February) for skiers. 

Money: Won is the Korean Currency. 
Exchange rate for one rupee is about 
70 won. 

IQ 



Chnju island the unpolluted paradise, is a haven for tourists from all parts of the world Ang/mg s a perfect pastime for the 
tourists who come to the island 





Th* Nathnat Museum to Kyongbok PaJaca, Seoul left, skiing is 
on* of the modem attractions to Korea far the aryeNncreastog 
numb# of tourists, rmddte; foo+hrouded mountains creating a 
magic affect to th* ayes. Scanic mountains ara a common sight 
to Kona, below /eft; and bahw, th* tamstoray stone pagoda to 
Kyongbok Pataca m Saout. 
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5000 Years Of Korean Arts 


T HE travelling exhibition of Ko¬ 
rean art, "Five Thousand Years 
of Korean Art" wound up its tour 
of America after its eighth big exhibi¬ 
tion of the National Museum of Natu¬ 
ral History of the Smithsonian Insti¬ 
tute in Washington D C., last Sep¬ 
tember. 

The two-and-a-half-year-long travell¬ 
ing exhibition has attracted more than 
226 million viewers since it started 
showing the comprehensive glimpses 
of Korea’s cultural tradition at the 
Asian Art Museum of San Fransisco 
on March 1, 1979. The exhibition has 
toured eight major cities in the United 
States. 

"One of the obvious outcomes of 
the exhibition, among others, was to 
give American experts on Oriental art 
and many scholars of East Asian 
studies a correct understanding of 
traditional Korean art," said Han 
Pyong-sam, director of the National 


Museum in Kyongju. 

The exhibitions helped to alter the 
general opinion in the Western art 
circle, that traditional Korean art is 
nothing more than branches of the 
Chinese and Japanese, but these 
events substantially corrected such 
opinions, he added. 

During the tour exhibition period, a 
total of 1,333 articles on the unique¬ 
ness of Korean relics were carried by 
leading American newspapers and 
periodicals including the New York 
Times, Washington Post, Newsweek, 
Time, U S. News and World Report. 

David Elliott, an art critic, wrote in 
the Sun-Times that "there is in many 
of these works a quality, Korean, 
looking rather earthy, directly human 
and functional and strong on the 
palate, but not lacking subtlety. 

The number of American students 
and scholars who asked to or express¬ 
ed their hopes to visit Korea for 


further studies on Korean traditional 
art treasures has- greatly increased 
since the opening of the exhibition. 

The Korean relics displayed in eight 
major cities in the United States in¬ 
cluded some 350 superb examples of 
historical treasures from 264 different 
remnants of cultural heritages ranging 
from 5.000 years ago. 

Most of the examples were from 
the collections of the National 
Museum of Korea, in Seoul, and 
several national museums located in 
capital cities of ancient Korean king¬ 
doms like Kyongju, Puyo and Kongju, 
of the Silla (57 B.C.-935) and the 
Peakche (B.C. 18-660). 

The travelling exhibition was jointly 
sponsored by a number of major 
American museums and the Korean 
Ministry of Information and Culture. 
The artifacts on their return home 
were exhibited in Seoul. 


Clockwise from top right 12th century Koryo celadon—a waterdropper m the form of a monkey mtj ns baby, gold crown ornaments found in the tomb of King Muryong (501-523 A D) of the 
Paekje period, dragon head m brome Silla period, oighth-nmih century, ‘party by the /ofus pond", ink and colour printing on paper, by Sin Yun-Bok fate Wth century 
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SEOUL CULTURE SCENE 


Korean—Freneh 
Students Photo 
Exhibition 


A photo exhibition entitled "Photo¬ 
graphies Coree et Francais en 
Herbe" opened at the French 
Cultural Centre in Seoul. 

This show sponsored by the centre 
displays some 200 photos by high 
school students of Korea and France. 

It is aimed at encouraging cultural 
exchanges between the two coun¬ 
tries, especially among young people. 

"The pictures reflect the innocence 
of young people regardless of differ¬ 
ence in nationality," said Shin Hyon- 
woo, photo counsellor of Songdong 
High School. He said the themes 
were mostly taken from ordinary life 
featuring the different life style of 
Korea and France. 

The schools participating in the 
show are Sungdong, Kyongbock, 
Yeoido, Soungeui, Hwimoon and 
Kyongdong from Korea and Maison 
des Jeunes et de la Culture de Saint- 
Herblain from France. 



Kudos For 
Writers, Artists 


C ULTURE Day was celebrated in a 
ceremony attended by Prime 
Minister Nam Duck-woo, Minister 
of Culture and Information Lee 
Kwang-pyo, and government and civic 
dignitaries at the National Theater, last 
October. 

In an address to some 1,500 people 
at the meeting. Prime Minister Nam 


said that the new era was a period in 
which cultural revival must be 
achieved as well as construction of a 
society of democracy, justice and 
welfare. 

"Cultural development", he stres¬ 
sed, "is one of the four major policy 
goals of the government in the new 
age and this will be pushed with a 
view to developing creative national 
culture and improving conditions in 
the nation's cultural circus for im¬ 
proved cultural benefit of the people." 

Then he pledged full government 
support and assistance to the writers 
and artists of the nation in their 
creative activities and cooperation 
with them in all areas. 


Rare Glimpse of 

Mount Paektu- 
UNESCO Photos 

A total of ten pictures of Mount 
Paektu (Changpaikshan), includ¬ 
ing Chonji (the Heavenly Lake), 
on the North Korean-Manchurian bor¬ 
der, were disclosed by the Korean 
Commission of the UNESCO in Seoul, 
in the last week of November. 

The photographs were taken by 
British ecologist Dr. Duncan Poore 
during his academic investigations in 

22 ^ 


the Paektu mountain range in 1979. 
No photograph of the mountain region 
has been available in the South since 
the division of the Korean peninsula in 
1945. 

Commenting on the pictures sup¬ 
plied to the Korea UNESCO Commis¬ 
sion, Prof. Oh Chu-chil of the Songang 
University said, no such pictures were 
available in the South due to the rigid 
control exercised by North Korea on 
the release of such photographs. Dr. 
Oh said, they will offer useful informa¬ 
tion in the study of ecological forestry 
in North Korea. 


Thiapicrura o fthaPuyong watarfaUm North Koras is one of 
tha 10 rara pkturat of Mi. Rsaktu mads avmlabla by tha 
UNESCO to tha South smea tha division of Koras fn 1946 
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WOMEN 



First Lady Lae Soon-ja addressing the women's meet 


Educational 

Reforms 

A BOUT 2000 women from various 
part of the country, last Septem¬ 
ber assembled for the 23 rd gener¬ 
al convention of the Korean National 
Council of Women with their discus¬ 
sion topic focussed on educaional 
reform toward the 2000s. 

Their topic seemed to mark a furth¬ 
er step from previous ones that were 
mostly related to the status of women. 
The discussion was aimed at seeking 
an adequate direction for eduction 
which will help the people to cope 
with the unpredictable and ever- 
changing society. 

First Lady, Lee Soon-ja, encouraged 
the participating women by citing 
women's remarkable contribution to 
education. In her speech, the First 
Lady said, "Women's participation in 
the activities of society in our country 
is remarkable in the field of education 
and their activity is becoming more 
and more brisk with the passage of 
time." Teaching was one of a few 
jobs that were easily accessible to 
wormen in the past decades when 
male dominance was stronger. 

The First Lady also noted that 
women's participation in the work of 
society id not so active as In the 
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advanced nations of the world, but 
that the scope of their activities is 
becoming larger everyday. 

Women’s 
Role In 
South-North 

Unity 

V ARIOUS women's role are greatly 
urged by the women councilors at 
the conference of the Advisory Council 
on Peaceful Unification held in Seoul 
recently. 

Two women councilors, Prof. Kim 
Young-Jong and Prof. Kim In-ja, 
emphasised the women's role in 
creating a favourable atmosphere for 
the nation's unification. 

The conference of women counci¬ 
lors presided over by senior vice 
president Kim Chong-yol, was 
attended by some 415 women coun¬ 
cilors including Kang Yong-sook, vice- 
president of the council. 

In an opening address, vice- 
president Kang stressed the women's 
role leading to the nation's peaceful 
unification, and a just and righteous 
society. 

The women councilors heard re¬ 


ports from Minister of Unification Lee 
Bum-suk and other high-ranking gov¬ 
ernment officials on the government 
unification policy based on the June 5 
Proposal by President Chun Doo 
Hwan. The reports also included the 
women's movements in the North 
and their directions. 

International 

Acceptance 

For Leaders 

K OREAN women leaders have 
been gaining wider access to the 
leadership of world women's 
organization these days as a result of 
the improvement of their capabilities 
and the national prestige abroad. 

A considerable number of them 
have been elected to the presidency 
and board membership of prominent 
international associations and suc¬ 
ceeded in attracting international con¬ 
ferences to Seoul this year. It marked 
a great departure from a trend of 
several years ago when Korean 
women were satisfied only with parti¬ 
cipating in international meetings. 

Until last year, only a few organisa¬ 
tions including the International Coun¬ 
cil of Women, the World YWCA and 
the Pan Pacific and Southeast Asian 
Women's Association shared their ex¬ 
ecutive chairs to Korean women. 

But this year, the World Association 
of Women Writers and Journalists 
(AWWPE) and the World Federation 
of Methodist Women elected Korean 
women as their presidents and the 
World Association of Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts and the International 
Council of Nurses as their executive 
board members. 

Members of the KNOW are now 
busy preparing for the 23rd general 
assembly of the ICW to. be held in 
Seoul next year. 
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SEOUL INTERNATIONAL MEETS 


AARRO 
Conference 
in Seoul 

T HE general conference of the 
Afrn-Asian Rural Reconst rue 
tion Organization (AARRO) was 
field in Seoul last October attended 
by 30 delegates from 1 b member conn 
tries and representatives from four 
observer nations and four internation¬ 
al organizations The Indian delegation 
to the conference was led by Minister 
of State for Agriculture and Rural 
Reconstruction Baleshwar Ram 
The triennial intergovernmental 
organization based in New Delhi, Incl'U 
came into being in March, 1962 with 
the aims of promoting rural develop¬ 
ment projects among member coun 
tries. Korea joined the international 
organization in 1963 
Among the 1b participating coun 
tries are India. Japan. Taiwan, the 
Philippines, the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). Korea, Egypt. Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Nigeria, Mauritius, Sierra Leone, 
Sudan, Lebanon and Algeria. The five 
observer nations are Central Africa, 
Botswana, Iran, Saudi Arabia. Senag- 
al The four international organizations 
include the U.N Development Prog¬ 
ramme (UNDP), Asia and Pacific 


Council (ASPAC), U.N. Children's 
Fund (UNICEF-) and the World Health 
Organisation (WHO). 

One of the major rural development, 
projects AARRO has conducted is the 
Integrated Rural Development (IRD) 
Four such projects were launched, 
one each in the Republic of Korea, the 
Philippines, the Arab Republic of 
Egypt and the Democratic Republic of 
Sudan The participation of AARRO in 
these projects enables countries to 
receive financial assistance ~ 
$ 10,000, spread over three years, for 
every project In addition, technical 
assistance foi planning and execution 
of the project# is also made available 
Korea has made a contribution 
worth $14,000 annually to AARRO 

WHO 

Regional 

Conference 

T HE 32nd session of Western 
Pacific Regional Committee of 
the World Health Organization 
was held in Seoul last month with 100 
representatives from 15 countries in 


the region and from international 
agencies attending. 

With the main topic being "health 
for all by the year 2000," the partici¬ 
pants discussed various health and 
medical problems, such as primary 
health care, care of the elderly, 
regional policies on vaccination, 
health education and rural water supp¬ 
ly They also sought ways for coopera¬ 
tion in health and medical prog¬ 
rammes 

In his speech at the opening cere¬ 
mony, Prime Minister Nam Duck-woo 
called for "understanding" and "close 
cooperation" by WHO and other re¬ 
lated international organizations for 
Korea's health and social develop¬ 
ment projects 

He explained, the Korean govern¬ 
ment is seeking to construct a wel¬ 
fare society through medical and so¬ 
cial development projects , 

Dr. Hiroshi Nakajima. director of the 
WHO's Western Pacific Regional 
Office, said the period of the next 
five-year socio-economic develop¬ 
ment plan in Korea should witness- 
ever increasing progress in attaining 
the goal of "health for all bv the year 
2000 " 

The WHO regional director said the 
remarkable success of the "Saemaul 
Undong" reflects the very essence of 
the primary health care approach in 
terms of efforts toward community 
involvement and intersectiona! de¬ 
velopment. 


Prime Minister Nam Duck-Woo shaking hands with the Indian Minister of State for Agriculture and Pure! Reconstruction Baleshwar Rsm, who attended the AARRO meeting in Seoul And right, 
the AARRO meeting in progress Korea's Minister of Agnculture Koh Kun and AARRO Secretary Ooneral Or B S Mmhas are first and second from left 







SPORTS AND GAMES 


KOREA HOSTS 1986 ASIAD TOO 


S EOUL was unanimously chosen 
as the venue for the 10th Asian 
Games in 1986 at the general 
assembly of the Asian Games Federa¬ 
tion (AGF) held in New Delhi, in the 
last week of November. 

About 70 participating delegates 
from 28 countries out of 32 total 
member nations of the AGF, the Asian 
Olympics governing body, sent 
thunderous applause in support of the 
1986 Seoul Asian Games when the 
AGF secretary general, C.L. Mehta, 
explained how Seoul was made the 
lone bidding city. Earlier North Korea 
announced withdrawal of its applica¬ 
tion for hosting the 1986 Games in 
Pyongyong. Baghdad hacj also with¬ 
drew its candidature because of its 
war with Iran. 

After winning the thunderous 
approval, Cho Sang-ho, president of 
the Korean Olympic Committee 
(KOC), went up to the rostrum and 
made an impromptu speech, accepting 
the AGF decision. 

In his address, the KOC head said 
that he and "the entire Republic of 
Korea think it a great honour that the 
1986 Asian Games came to be held in 
Seoul. We deeply thank for the trust 


and support shown to us. 

Mr. Cho later told the delegates, 
"We will do our best according to the 
charter of the AGF to meet your 
expectation." He said, "with suppor* 
from the government and people o, 
our nation together with the experi¬ 
ences of organizing international 
sports events in the past, I think that 
we will be able to organize the Asian 
Games to the best of our ability." 

"The 1986 Asian Games in Seoul 
will be organized to the satisfaction of 
all participating countries," Mr. Cho 
said. 

"For the success of the 1986 Seoul 
Asian Games," Mr. Cho said, he 
"expects a close cooperation from 
member nations." 

Following the unanimous approval 
for the 1986 Seoul Asian Games, the 
Korean delegation hosted a celebra¬ 
tion reception and the wholehearted 
support by the member nations and 
the AGF officials were acknowledged 
with thanks. 

In a message to Raja Bhalindra 
Singh, president of the AGF, Korea's 
President Chun Doo Hwan said he 
considers it a great pleasure and 
previlege for Korea to host the 10th 


Asian games. "I am confident that the 
forthcomming sports event in Seoul 
will further strengthen the friendship 
among the people of Asia and pro¬ 
mote the development of sports in 
Asia," President Chun said. 

Organising 
Committee for 
1988 Olympiad 

T HE 1988 Seoul Olympic Organis¬ 
ing Committee held its first 
general meeting at the Seoul 
Sejong Cultural Centre last month and 
named President Chun Doo Hwan as 
honorary committee chairman. It also 
selected Kim Young-shik, president of 
the Korean National Red Cross 
(KNRC), as head of the panel. 

The meeting named Cho Sang-ho, 
president of the Korean Olympic Com¬ 
mittee (KOC), and selected 28 other 
socialites and politicians as commit¬ 
tee members. A five-member execu¬ 
tive committee and an expanded 10- 


President of the Korean Olympic Committee Cho Sang-Ho talking to the Press at the reception hosted by him at the New Delhi Ashok Hotel, after the Asian Game s f ederaoon Council Meeting 
selected Seoul as the venue for the 1986Asiad. left, and right Rafa Bahndra Singh, president of (he AGF. with Cho Sang Ho. third from right, and Ambassador Chung-Tai Kim. second from 
right at the recentmn 





member executive council, were also The meeting also decided to estab- 
formed. lish a secretariat of the organising 

The prime minister, who heads the committee and named KOC standing 

five-member executive committee, adviser Lee as secretary general. The 

selected Seoul Mayor Park Young-su, secretariat will deal with all practical 

KOC head Cho; Chung Ju-yung, chair- matters concerned with organising 

man of the Federation of Korean the Seoul Olympics, 

Industries; and KOC standing advisor The government, meanwhile, de- 
Lee Won-kyung, as members of his cided to set up a cabinet level commit- 
panel. tee to assist the organising of the 

Five other members in the ex- Seoul Olympics. .The assistance 

panded executive council are Korean panel, headed by the prime minister, 

International Olymipc Committee consists of all cabinet ministers, the 

(KIOC) member Min Taik-sbo; the Seoul mayor and the Presidential 

national Assembly Culture-Education secretary general. 

Committee chairman, Hahn Byong- Under the committee will be placed 
chae; Education Minister Rhee Kyu- a special task force, which will deal 

ho; Ro Tae-woo, minister of state for practically with all assistance mea- 

diplomacy and national security; and sures. The task force, to be headed by 

Korean Broadcasting System (KBS) the prime minister's chief admimstra- 

president Lee Won-hong. tive coordinators, is composed of 11 


62nd Annual Sports Meet held m October was conducted in Olympic style 



branches, ranging from planning, 
finance, culture, publicity and medical 
matters. 

Also under the organising commit¬ 
tee will be a 500-member advisory 
body that includes prominent people 
from all walks of life from all parts of 
the counrty. 

National Gaines 
Olppic Style 

T HE 62nd National Games, the 
first national Olympiad after 
Seoul was awarded the 1988 
Seoul Olympics, was held in Seoul 
Stadium with a colourful opening 









ceremony, last October. 

The national sports festival, featur¬ 
ing 15,000 participants in 27 amateur 
sports, ranging from soccer and base¬ 
ball to rowing and equestrian events, 
and lasting six days, was conducted 
completely in "Olympic style." 

Addressing the opening ceremony, 
President Chun Ooo Hwan empha¬ 
sized that the 1988 Seoul Olympics 
should be conducted avoiding any 
political affiliation, thus making it a 
"peace festival" of human beings. 

He said that the Seoul Olympics 
should be sublimed to a politically 
unpolluted and genuine sports gather¬ 
ing of the people around the world, 
irrespective of differences in their 
ideological and political structures. 

"By strictly refraining ourselves 
from excessive pursuance of national¬ 
ism, we should set an example by not 
making use of the Seoul Olympics for 
political purpose," the President 
said. 

He said that the inducement of the 
1988 Olympics to Seoul is an out¬ 
come of the world’s recognition of the 
Republic of Korea's will for peace. 

"The 1988 Seoul Olympic Games 
signify a meting of peace and unity, 
not that of war or conflict. In other 
words, it means a change of the 
geopolitics of the peninsula from a 
power magazine to a peace square," 
the President said. 

He expressed the hope that the 
Seoul Olympics will greatly contribute 
to the promotion of peace and 
friendship among the countries and to 
the maintenance of peace on the 
peninsula. 

The Chief Executive then asked the 
nation to make its utmost efforts to 
conduct the Olympics in a most ex¬ 
emplary way, thus answering the in¬ 
ternational support shown in the 
selection of Seoul as venue for the 
Olympics. 

After the opening ceremony, the 
62nd National Games, under the 
catchphrase of "Unflinching Spirit, 
Evolving the New Era," went into the 
six-day heated competition. 

500 overseas Koreans from the 
United States, Japan, Canada, West 
Germany, Saudi Arabia, Sweden and 
Hong Kong participated in the National 
Games. The/emaining 14,500athletes 
andofficialswere from all the provinces 
Of Korea. 


XI Asian 

Basketball 

Championship 

K OREA is runner up in the XI Asian 
Basketball Confederation Cham¬ 
pionship held in Calcutta from 
November 12 to November 23, 1981. 
Korean team remained unbeaten till 
they met holders China in the finals. 
The first five positions were retained 
by China, Korea, Japan, Philiphines 
and India in that order. 

The Korean team, favourite of the 
crowds at the Netaji Subhash Sta¬ 
dium, Calcutta, put up a dazziling fight 
before conceding the Championship 
to China. 


Archery Team’s Victory 

T HE Republic of Korea dominated 
the Second Asian Target 
Archery Championships held in 
Singapore recently, capturing both 
men's and women's team titles in 
addition to individual victories in five 
other women's categories. The Ko¬ 
rean men shot 3,567 points compared 
to 3,500 by India and 3,484 by the 
Philippines. Park Young-sook of Korea 
swept the female 70, 60, 50 and 30 
meters events for a victorious 1,261 
points. The Korean men and women 
teams were not nationally selected 
teams—they belonged to the Korean 
Physical Education College in Seoul. A 
total olsix Asian nations took part in 
the archery championships. 


Tennis Team Wins 

T HE Republic of Korea won three 
of five titles at the Asian 
Amateur Tennis Championships 
concluded recently at Chiang Mai, the 
northern capital of Thailand. They won 
both the men’s and women's singles 
titles and the mixed doubles gold 
medal in an all-Korean final. The other 
two top prizes were shared by Japan 
which won the women's doubles and 
Thailand the men's doubles. In the 


men's singles final Korea's Kim 
Choon-ho beat Thailand's Pladcheur- 
nil in straight sets 6-2, 6-3 and short¬ 
ly afterward attractive Cho Eun-ok 
also from Korea beat Amrita Ahluwalia 
in a three-setter after losing the first 
set 6-4 to capture the women's 
crown. The third Korean success 
came in the mixed doubles event 
when Han Eun-sook and Kim Choon- 
ho combined effectively to beat com¬ 
patriots Cho Eun-ok and Jeon Chang- 
dae. The losers retired after the long 
drawn out first set as Cho Eun-ok was 
tired. 

Conquering 
Annapurna Peak 

K OREAN and Japanese expedi¬ 
tions have scaled peaks in the 
Annapurna range in Nepal just 
before mountain climbing season 
officially ended there. On Oct. 25, 
three Koreans and a Nepalese sherpa 
guide reached the top of the 7,273- 
meter-high Annapurna South Peak. 
The climbers were Won Chong-tae, 
27, a civil engineer; Kim Chang-son, 
21, a student; Han Sang-guk, 33, and 
Sherpa Phinzo, 49. All the Korean 
climbers are Seoul residents. The 
Korean expedition left its assault 
camp at 6,400 metres at 4.40 a.m. 
and reached the summit after a gruel¬ 
ing 11-hour climb, the Nepalese 
Ministry of Tourism announced. 

Shooters Win 
Asian Championship 

T HE Republic of Korea was the 
champion of the third Asian 
Women's and Junior Shooting 
Tournament which was held in Jakar¬ 
ta recently, winning 13 gold medals, 
and one silver. 

Japan was second with one gold, 
two silver and seven bronze. 

Korea showed its superiority during 
the three-day championship partici¬ 
pated by Korea, Japan, Indonesia 
Thailand, Iran, Bangladesh and 
Malaysia. __ 




RELIGIONS AND FAITHS 


Korea’s Christians 


C HRISTIANITY began in Korea with 
the indirect influence of Western 
ideas brought back from China by 
Korean tributory emissaries, who met 
Catholic missionaries in Peking. The 
earliest such recorded contact occur¬ 
red in 1983. 

For some years there was no priest 
to serve the Korean converts-by- 
hearsay; when foreign missionaries 
entered the country by stealth and 
ordained Korean clergy, so that the 
religion began to grow in influence, 
but it suffered severe persecution 
from a dogmatically confucian Gov¬ 
ernment, which regarded the foreign 
creed as little better than devil 
worship. Nevertheless, in 1831, the 
Catholics in Korea established the 
Korean Diocese for the first time and 
by 1953 there were an estimated 
20,000 Catholic converts in Korea. At 
this point the most severe persecu¬ 
tions began, not coincidentally at a 
time when the government was locked 
in a last ditch struggle to drive off all 
foreign influence. Thousands of con¬ 
verts died, several of whom have 
since been beatified by the Vatican as 
martyrs deemed worthy of eventual 
sainthood. 

Then came the treaties with West¬ 
ern governments signed under press¬ 



ure in 1882, and suddenly Korea was 
wide open as a mission territory, with 
the lives and rights of missionaries 
and converts guaranteed by the Gove¬ 
rnment, however unwillingly. The 
nation rapidly became one of the 
most active Christian mission fields 
worldwide. 

A large Catholic gathering in Seoul on the occasion of the 150th 
anniversary of the founding of Catholicism in Korea, top a 
Protestant church in Seoul, below left * a children’s chotr.cen fre, 
and facing page, a mass held in the open, top. chnstmas stars 
end lights with the message of merry chnstmas, middle, and 
below, mess at a Protestant church 








Perhaps more important was the 
fact that the missionaries championed 
modem education, the Western work 
ethic, social mobility, the comforts of 
affluent Western society, the hu- 
mainstic and democratic ideals of the 
liberal parliamentarian nations, and 
thus became a rallying point for resist¬ 
ance to Japanese encroachment, both 
before and after Korea's annexation 
by Japan. 

Christianity thus recruited to its 
ranks many of the brightest and most 
progressive youths in Korean society. 

Today there are 1,189,800 Catholic 
believers, 2,332 Catholic churches, 
and 4,339 priests in Korea and 
5,987,000. Protestant believers, 
21,205 churches, and 27,720 minis¬ 
ters. While this is less than 20 per 
cent of the total population, the prop¬ 
ortion far outstrips that in Japan or 
China, where mission work had been 
carried out for a considerably longer 
period of time. 
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EFFECTIVE CANCER THERAPY 

A Seoul doctor has obtained "excellent" results in 
treating stomach cancer cases by applying a 
chemical therapy developed by himself, it was 
reported last week. Kim Ye-hoe, 46, a doctor at Paik 
Hospital, prescribed a medicine, which was composed 
of three kinds of conservative chemical anticancer 
drugs, for 10 serious stomach cancer patients. The 10 
patients have shown remarkable improvement after 
taking the medicine for two months. One 25-year-old 
girl recovered completely. Cancerous cells in eight 
others were found to have diminished by less than 50 
per cent, Kin said. The condition of the 10th patient 
remained unchanged. The doctor, educated in the 
United States, mixed three chemical drugs identified 
as CCNU, 5-FU and DDP for his prescription. 


ANCIENT RICE CULTIVATION 

| A stone dolmen and a stone tumulus, believed to be 
JAover 2,000 years old, have been uncovered on 
**Chung-do in Chunchon, Kangwon-do by an inves¬ 
tigation team from Kangwon University. 

The dolmen was distinctly different from either the 
northern style (table shape) or the southern variety 
(slab shape) but had some of the characteristics of 
both. 

Prof. Pak Han-soi who headed the investigation, 
said the dolmen site was paved with stones presum¬ 
ably because it was on a sandbar in the middle of a 
river. 

He said that judging from the appearance of the 
dolmen it could be assumed that it was made during a 
transitory period from the dolmen days to the beginning 
of a stone tomb mound period. 

Some 300 meters south of the site of the dolmen 
was a stone tomb mound which also differed from 
such mounds so far discovered in Korea. 

In and around the tomb mound were found a bronze 
ring, earthen jars with rice grain prints, stone knife 
pieces, and ironware fractions. 

Discovery of the rice grain printed earthen jars, 
according to the investigators, indicated that rice was 
grown on the islet during the period of pattern-less 
earthen jars (10th century B.C. to 5th century). 


KOREAN TRADITIONS HAILED 

K OREAN people have preserved their traditional 
culture and living style well with an abundance of 
historical remains scattered everywhere in the 
country," said. Prof. Claude Levi-Strauss. 

After winding up a week-long tour of the rural areas 


of the southern part of the country, the world 
renowned French scholar said he was very deeply 
impressed by the traditional Korean houses, each 
consisting of "sarangbang," a room used for male 
guests, and "angbang".a room used only by women. 

Levi-Strauss, who is regarded as the top intellectual 
of France, visited Korea for field research and seminars 
at the invitation of the Academy of Koreafh Studies. 


SHAMANISM AND HOMOGENEITY 


A Yonsei University professor asserts that shama- 
nis in Korea has played a decisive role in the 
maintenance of cultural and national homogenei¬ 
ty of the people through the 5,000 year-old history. 

Education philosopher Kim In-hoe gives this 
argument in his report entitled, "Shamanism and 
Educational Philosophy in Korea", published in the 
university paper recently. 

He says, the folk religion helped to maintain the 
homogeneity of the people who spoke the same 
language and lived under the same customs and family 
system. Among others, shamanism has the merit of 
transmitting cohesive power which maintains the 
homogeneity of people. 


Korea retains and promotes its traditionoi culture irrespective of the economic 
progress that changed the life style of the Koreans. 




Korean machinery 19 in great demand in the world market 


OKPO SHIPYARD DEDICATED 

HUGE shipyard, whose annual ship-building capac¬ 
ity totals 1,200,000 tons, was dedicated in Okpo 
Bay, Kyongsang Namdo, with President Chun Doo 
Hwan and other dignitaries attending. 

Spread over a vast Expanse of 1220,000 square 
metre, the shipyard was built at a cost of 450 million 
dollars by the Daewoo Shipbuilding and Heavy 
Machinery Co. over the last eight years. 

With the dedication of the shipyard, Korea becomes 
the fifth among world shipbuilding countries only 
behind Japan, Sweden, West Germany and Spain. Its 
total annual shipbuilding capacity reaches 4 million 
tons. 

During a dedication ceremony, President Chun said 
that the continuous growth of the shipbuilding industry 
is vital for the achievement of the economic social 
development goals which the nation has pursued. 

"In view of this, I expect that the nation's shipbuild¬ 
ing industry will undertake to play an important part in 
the achievement of a second economic takeoff," the 
President said. >- 


ENKOR '81 

NKOR *81 (Korea International Engineering Exhibi¬ 
tion) was held at Seoul's KOEX exhibition centrelast 
month with products from nine countries displayed. 

ENKOR '81 provided an excellent opportunity for 
person-to-person discussions between industrialists 
from organizations seeking technical or financial assist¬ 
ance for individual projects, and industrialists from 
Countries capable of supplying such assistance. 

This year nine countries were represented at EN- 
,K0ft '81 withe total of 60. stands and more than ISO 
dompadjei vyhh mr^dpal-grqups from United Kingdom, 
AuitfaiMr and W \ ■_ 
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ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


11TH LARGEST STEEL MAKER 

K OREA was the 11 th largest steel producing nation 
among the 29 members of the International Iron 
and Steel Institute in the first nine months of this 
year with its crude steel production volume reaching 
7,943,000 tons, according to the institute's monthly 
report sent to the Korea Iron and Steel Association. 


$330 M. MALAYSIAN CONTRACT 

A Korean firm has been awarded a $330 million 
contract to build the Penang bridge in northern 
Malaysia. When completed, it will be the third 
longest in the world. 

This was announced on Sept. 17 by Malaysian 
Minister of works and Utilities, Datuk Sarny Vellu, who 
said that details of the award were being prepared and 
that an announcement would be made in two weeks. 

Although the minister did not name the company, it 
was belived that Hyundai has submitted the winning 
tender to build the bridge, which will link Penang Island 
to the mainland. 

Datuk Sarny Vellu said that the government was 
sticking to its decision on the design of the bridge— 
a capable-styled concrete grider type. 


POWER-SAVING TV SET 

HE Samsung Electronics Co., a member of the 
Samsung Business Group, recently succeeded in 
developing a 16-inch colour television set which 
consumes less electric power than any other model 
available in Korea and is also more economical than 
comparable Japanese models. It consumes only 54 
watts per hour, compared to 91 watts consumed by 
the previous model. 


AUTO PARTS MEETING 

T HE 3rd Asian Meeting of the Automative Parts 
Industry will be held in Seoul in September next 
year to discuss cooperation among auto parts 
industries in regional countries under the sponsorship 
of the Korea Automobile Industry Cooperative. The 
meeting witt be timed to coincide with the Seoul 
International Trade Fair '82 and representatives are 
expected from the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Singepej^, Australia and New Zealand. 





ECONOMIC BRIEFS 
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EAR MESSAGE 






INFORMATIVE 

I am a regular reader of Korean News since 
1977. All articles appearing in the magazine are 
very interesting, infoimative and useful The 
October issue of Korean News brought the 
happy news of the forthcoming Asian Games in 
1986 and the Summer Olympic Games in 1988, 
both to be held in Korea'.s beautiful capital. 
Seoul. I wish all success for the two great 
events in the sports world l am anxious to 
know more about the Olympic Games as well 
as about the Olympic stars of Korea 

C.DVyasa Rao. 

CC. 8/94. T D N. Gate 
Cochin. Kerala. 


WHAT MAKES KOREA 
TICK? 

Running through the Korean News, October 
i9sue, I was indeed surprised to note that Korea 
has the highest productivity in the world. What 
Makes Korea Tick? by Swaminathan S Aiyar 
had indeed been very good. It would certainly 
be interesting to know more about the econo¬ 
mic miracle happening in Korea; and about the 
people who made it possible. 

R.K. De 

R-689. New Rajinder Nagar 
New Delhi. 


JTERARY FEAST 

Whenever I read Korean News. I never miss a 
rage. What enchants me most are the pictures, 
loems, articles, folk stories etc. Moreover. 
Korean poetry thrills me, sometimes making 
ne metoncholious 

Iguljachin Paite 
toibian Village, 
ihgngkorpand 
Manipur. * . 


VARIETY ' 

As a student of sociology, I found in Korean 
News a useful magazine. The October issue 
presents a variety of articles on Indo-Korean 
Relations, Korean Industry, Culture. Religion 
and Faiths, Music etc. 

C.A. Somasekharappa 
Research Scholar 
Karnataka University 
Dharwad, Karnataka 

LINKS INDIA AND FAR 
EAST 

Korean News through its pages gives the 
'feeling of the heart of Korea, its culutre, sports, 
day-to-day happenings and many more of the 
country in the Far East. Actually, it links India 
and the Far East, spanning the culture and 
harmony of both the countries 

S Varadarajan M A 
Library Incharge 
V.K V, Ogan, Sill 
Arunachal. Pradesh 


BOLD STEPS 

I hope the bold steps taken by the President 
of Korea to reunite Korea will materialise in the 
near future The best wishes of Indian people 
like me were always with the people of Korea 

Lai Singh 

Sai Nagar, Trimulgherry 
Secunderabad 


POPULAR 

Korean News is very popular among the local 
amateur artistes'group of which I am a member. 
This Magazine, for the first time, brought to our 
knowledge the arts and crafts of far away 
beautiful Korea 

Abhoy Dowerah 
D.C B Road. Tarajan 
Jorhat, Assam 


FASCINATING 

The cover picture of the October issue is 
fascinating The colour pictures and the article 
orw "Seoul Hosts 1988 Olympics" are impres¬ 
sive. I like your country immensely. 

Though small in size your country made a 
remarkable progress in all the sectors, particu¬ 
larly in the industrial sector. 

I am also fascinated by your rich cultural 
heritage, and the people's dedication to their 
religions 

Rajith Kumar 
Department of Physics, 

College of Science and Technology 
Andhra University 
Waltair. Andhra Pradesh. 


THE KOREA 
I KNOW 


Dear Reader, 
Korean News 
have helped, its 


might 

readers 


to be m 
Korea 
Many 
well 

P a . 
eri 
th 



liar with the 
leady knew. 

might as 
tell others, 
new read- 
know about 
ntry. 

so, THE 
t W column, 
Febru- 


touch of Korean tradition. 

Your write-up may be 
addressed to: 

The Editor 
Korean News 
Korean Information 
Service 

Embassy of the 
Republic of Korea 
9, Chandragupta Marg 
New Delhi-TIO 021 

Korean News hopes that 
this new column will add 
colour to the other interest¬ 
ing features. 

—Editor/ 
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In his New Year message President Chun said, "if 1981 was a year to get started 1982 
ought to be a year to pick up steams 0 


_ EDITOR S NOTE _ 

T HE new year begins with renewed hopes 
and Korean News wishes its readers a happy 
and prosperous New Year. It would also like to 
otter new and interesting features to its readers. 

A new column, THE KOREA I KNOW, is intro¬ 
duced, and the LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
column's revived from this issue. 

. There has been welcoming changes in Korea, 

. Such as the lifting of the 37 yeanoid curfew, 
lifting of the restrictions on the uniform of the 
school children end the reshuffle of the cabinet 
by President Chun Hwan to . strengthen the 
economic expertise in the cabinet. * Of course, 

. these chpnges directly effect only the people of 
■ ..,l9Qi^;j^iiklii«^ytdite clearly fhe/f^otedv 
• stet$ ^he .nartioh, / hoth ; economically arid 
■>f Which unfdrhinefety bbs been tf?im»; 

>:~flleltb& in tbep^fbyfflei^division of dwcbuhtry. 
Apartfrom^ 

■ iri this isSue carries an article on the Masks of 
Jtofefti.e Unique ; . Korean, culture, that has been 
handed down from centuries past ,. 

■ Korean News welcomes the considered opin- 

/•kjo. ■; 
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NEW YEAR MESSAGE 

Vigorous Moses Towards 


THE PRESIDENCY 



I N his New Year's Message, Presi¬ 
dent Chun Doo Hwan greeted the 
"Year of the Dog, a year in which 
the goals of the Fifth Republic must 
be advanced even more vigorously." 
He said: "At the beginning of this year 
of new hope, I pray for happiness and 
good luck for all fellow citizens who 
are devoting themselves to the stabil¬ 
ity and progress of the country. I also 
ardently wish that the new year will 
bring blessings to Overseas Koreans, 
especially construction workers and 
trade representatives who are demon¬ 
strating our proud national spirit on 
the world scene". 

"At the same time, I am moved by 
profound sympathy for the compat¬ 
riots in the communist controlled 
North. It is my sincere hope that in the 
New Year, we will progress in our 
efforts to achieve peaceful urtification. 

In spite of harsh circumstances like 
unprecedented economic stagnation 
gripping industrial nations and rising 
trade friction the Republic of Korea 
succeeded, through the concerted 
efforts of everyone, to turn 1981 into 
a historically momentous new begin¬ 
ning, he said. "With the goal of 
establishing a democracy ensuring 
social justice and economic well¬ 
being, we were able to overcome the 
political and social chaos that had 
persisted since the latter half of 1979 
and establish a solid foundation for 
the Fifth Republic." 

1981 A Year of Change 

"The new start did not simply in¬ 
volve poljtical reform alone, but was a 
response to the historical necessity to 
cast away, once and for all, the back¬ 
ward patterns of thought and be¬ 
haviour that had long pervaded all 
walks of life. Thus 1981 was a year of 
change and progress, a year of renew¬ 
al in attitude and outlook." 
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The Goats 

"Faced with an international econo¬ 
mic recession and necessary but dif¬ 
ficult shifts in domestic economic 
policies, the nation responded with 
steadfast inner strength to bring the 
economy gradually out of the over¬ 
heated condition of the recent past and 
bring inflation under control. 


Internationalisation 

"In international relations also, 
1981 was a very significant year. 
Through vigorous diplomatic en¬ 
deavours, including official visits to 
the United States of America and the 
five members of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations, we were 
able to reaffirm our self-image as a 
newly industrialising nation on the eve 
of a great pacific era. This was a great 
inpetus to . our efforts to open the 
doors of the nation to all countries and 
achieve greater internationalisation. 
Korea's energetic advance onto the 


world stage was illustrated by the 
awarding to Seoul of the Olympics— 
the greatest festival of mankind—and 
the Asian Games—a peaceful en¬ 
counter of two billion Asians. Rather 
than exulting over these successes, 
we should treasure the confidence 
that the world placed in our national 
stability, capabilities and maturity. 

"Looking back on the achievements 
of the past year, I feel that they are 
the crowning glory of the united and 
dedicated efforts of all Koreans. 
Thanks to the unflinching national 
resolve to seek stability, the united 
determination to launch the new Re¬ 
public and the devoted efforts of 
individual citizens to faithfully dis¬ 
charge their duties, we now joyfully 
greet 1.982—a year brimming with 
hope. 

Goal of Democracy 

"Although the achievements of last 
year were great we must remember 
_JS896W„NEW§. J*£jyA0OL 



that we still have a long way to go. 
The goal of a democracy assuring 
social justice and economic well-being 
is not easily attained in one or two 
years, especially, while reinforcing the 
safety and peace of the country. Our 
desired goals will become tangible 
realities only when we exert sus¬ 
tained efforts without becoming con¬ 
ceited at recent accomplishments or 
frustrated by current ordeals. Accor¬ 
dingly, 1982, the second year of the 
Fifth Republic, should be the year in 
which our goals are reaffirmed and 
our efforts redoubled. If 1981 was a 
year to get started. 1982 ought to be a 
year to pick up steam. If the past year 
was a year of pledges, the new year 
ought to be a year to translate them 
into action. Our creative initiative 
should focus on shoring up the sec¬ 
tors of society which are lagging 
behind and further stimulating those 
that are already advancing ahead. In 
such a way. 1982 will go down in 
history as a year of glorious achieve¬ 
ment and advancement " 

Second Take-off 

"1982 is the first year of the Fifth 
Five-Year Economic and Social De¬ 
velopment Plan designed to generate 
great momentum for a second econo¬ 
mic take-off. This plan reflects the 
desire shared by all to strengthen all 
aspects of the national economy and 
to improve the quality of life. In other 
words, our aim is not only to achieve 
material Affluence but the balanced 
development of different regions and 
social strata and the flowering of 
culture and the arts. We are thus 
committed to seeking greater qualita¬ 
tive improvements in both material 
things and in our spiritual life." 

"Upon launching the new Five-Year 
Plan, I call on all citizens to keep in 
mind a clear vision of all our goals, 
including those in the political, econo¬ 
mic, social and cultural fields, and to 
move vigorously and systematically 
ahead. 

"The world economic prospects for 
this year do not look especially bright. 
Fortunately, however, there are 
emerging signs that world trade will 
grow, owing in part to stabler oil and 
raw materials prices. Accordingly, 
with a little more self-confidence, 
perseverance and self-restraint, I am 
KOREAN NEWS JANUARY '82 


convinced that within this year, Korea 
will be able to achieve sustained 
growth leading to a second takeoff. 

Stability 

"Stability is of utmost importance 
to growth and progress, for, just as it is 
difficult to build in an earthquake zone, 
it is impossible to achieve economic 
development without stability. We 
paid a high price for that lesson just a 
short time ago. 

"If stability is to be achieved we 
must all think of ourselves as being on 
a ship. Should we quarrel among 
ourselves, each fighting to navigate 
toward a different destination, we 
would merely pitch and drift. All Ko¬ 
reans are bound by a community of 
destiny, sharing together all the dif¬ 
ficulties and benefits of living in this 
land. 

"With a sense of this common 
destiny, we must resolve to work in 
concert to diminish the bad and in¬ 
crease the good thereby making 1982 
a happier year." 

Cooperation For 
Development 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan re¬ 
cently called on the nation’s in¬ 
dustrial firms, both big and small, 
to expand their overseas business 
activities, saying that this will acceler¬ 
ate the development of the national 
economy. 

The government and business 
firms, he said, should be "good part¬ 
ners" to develop the national eco¬ 
nomy through cooperation and ex¬ 
change of necessary information. 

The President said that big business 
firms are asked to extend technical 
assistance to small and medium in¬ 
dustrial concerns while providing 
them with propei business informa¬ 
tion. He said this will help them cut 
production cost. 

The Chief Executive made these 
remarks while presiding over a month¬ 
ly economic briefing session held at 
the Economic Planning Board, with 
the attendance of all cabinet minis¬ 
ters, economy-related government 


and business officials and policy¬ 
makers of major political parties. 

President Chun emphasized the 
strengthening of "human relations" 
between business owners and work¬ 
ers for the promotion of labour- 
management cooperation. "This is 
the very way to enhance the business 
activities," he noted. 

Touching on the complicated proce¬ 
dures needed for getting bank loans, 
the President directed the Ministry of 
Finance to simplify those procedures 
particularly for small and medium 
business concerns. 

Solid foundation 
for economic stability 

Addressing an export day cere¬ 
mony, President Chun said, "we all 
should strive to improve the economic 
structure so as to build a foundation 
for solid stability.". 

"Unless continuous stability is 
sought," the President said, "neither 
the promotion of international com¬ 
petitiveness nor economic develop¬ 
ment will be possible." 

The chief executive said that he is 
convinced that when the basis of 
stability takes firm root, the economy 
will be able to maintain a strong 
foundation capable of surmounting 
any type of hardship and deteriorating 
conditions within and without. 

The President said, the basis of 
stability would waver however if the 
people abandoned efforts to overcome 
inflation, due to their inability to endure 
temporary hardships. 

Therefore, President Chun went on 
to say, people in every sector—en¬ 
trepreneurs, workers, the govern¬ 
ment and citizens—should share dif¬ 
ficulties and make all-out efforts to 
build a basis for economic stability. 

The President said that the govern¬ 
ment will devote itself to revitalising a 
private-led free market economy in 
the days ahead, based on the princi¬ 
ples of their competition and free 
market access. 

"When free and creative economic 
activities by private enterprises are 
guaranteed and developed to the 
maximum possible extent, the eco¬ 
nomy of Korea will grow healthy in 
terms of its constitution”, the Presi¬ 
dent said. 
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THE NATION 


Sweeping Changes 
Sets The New Year 
Rolling 


T HE normally tranquil New Year 
holiday season was significantly 
marked by a series of eye-opening 
measures taken by President Chun 
Doo Hwan and generally hailed as a 
sign of a bright political future. 

President Chun announced on New 
Year's Day that the 36-year-old mid- 
night-to-4 a.m. curfew would be abo¬ 
lished throughout the country except 
for certain security-sensitive areas. 

As the people were rejoicing over 
the exhilarating news, the President 
further surprised them on January 2 
with another unexpected announce¬ 
ment that the government will allow 
middle and high school students to 
wear their hair and dress as they 
please. 

The next day the Chief Executive 
announced a major cabinet reshuffle, 
appointing Yoo Chang-soon as the 
new Prime Minister. These sweeping 
changes at the start of the year, 
definitely aim at a stable economy 
assuring the people more liberal out¬ 
look in the economic and political 
policies of the government. 

Though all these changes are equal¬ 
ly important for the people of Korea, 
by the reshuffle of the Cabinet with a 
new Prime Minister and a Minister of 
Economic Planning Board, the stress 
on building up the economy of the 
country with renewed vigour and vital¬ 
ity is as clear as light. The new Prime 
Minister Yoo Chang-soon was 
chairman of the Korea Traders' 
Association and a renowned economic 
expert. 

Yoo Chang-soon will serve as acting 
Prime Minister pending a consent by 
the extraordinary session of the 
National Assembly. Article 62 of the 
Constitution stipulates that the Prime 
Minister shall be appointed by the 


President with the consent of the 
National Assembly. 

The shakeup carried out during the 



As the curlew was lifted, lights blare in the centre of 
the Seoul City - the electronic clock touching the 
midnight triple rero 


New Year holiday period affected 
most economic ministers. Kim Joon- 
sung, governor of the Bank of Korea, 
was named deputy prime minister 
and economic planning minister, tak¬ 
ing over the post from Shin Byong- 
hyun. 

Minister of Finance Lee Seung-yun 
was replaced by Rep. Rha Woong-bae 
of the majority Democratic Justice 
Party (DJP). 



Young people ere given wider choice of dress with the 
school dress code is liberalised. 


Lee Sun-ki, secretary-general to the 
president of the majority party, was 
named minister of energy and re¬ 
sources, succeeding Park Bong-hwan. 

Kim Chong-ho, governor of Cholla 
Namdo, was appointed minister of 
construction, replacing Kim Joo-nam. 

The shake-up also affected the 
National Unification Board (NUB). Vice 
Minister of Home Affairs Sohn Jae- 
shik become minister of national un¬ 
ification. He replaced Lee Bum-suk 
who became secretary-general to the 
President. He succeeded Kim Kyung- 
won who had earlier been appointed 
Korean ambassador to the United 
Nations. 

Announcing the reshuffle, senior 
Presidential press secretary Lee 
Woong-hee said President Chun 
wanted a new team of ecooomic 
experts to carry out the Fifth Five Year 
Economic and Social Development 
Plan which starts this year, "with new 
vigour and vitality." 

He told reporters that President 
Chun praised the outgoing premier 
and other cabinet members for their 
contributions in establishing political 
and social stability. 


Yoo Chang-soon 
New Premier 

O N assuming office, Prime Minister 
Yoo Chang-soon pledged that he 
will do his utmost in achieving a 
just, democratic welfare state in 
cooperation with the other newly 
appointed cabinet members. 

In his inaugural address, the new 
prime minister said: "We are in a new 
year with the hope for another econo¬ 
mic take off after surviving a very 
difficult period." "All public servants 
should carry out administrative poli¬ 
cies in one accord and in compliance 
with national goals and the new year's 
policy guidelines." 

Saying that the government plans 
to place emphasis on reinforc¬ 
ing the national security, econo¬ 
mic stability, promotion of social de¬ 
velopment projects, and cultural en¬ 
lightenment during its first year of the 
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Fifth Five Year Economic and Social 
Development Plan, the new premier 
said that success will depend on how 
deligently officials perform their jobs. 

All administrative plans, premier Yoo 
emphasised, should be formulated in 
a careful and scrupulous manner for 
maximum effectiveness. 

"All the policies should be based on 
the public needs Once determined, 
these policies can be carried out 
successfully with the help of the 
people," he said. 

More Active 
Participation 
in the U.N. 

T HE government, departing from 
passive U.N. policy, has decided 
to actively take part in non-political 
activities of the international organisa¬ 
tion to increase substantive contribu¬ 
tions and to create favourable condi¬ 
tions for admission to the United 
Nations^ 

According to the Ministry of Fore¬ 
ign Affairs, the government has set 


out to participate in nonpolitical com¬ 
mittees of the United Nations with a 
series of speeches made by Korea's 
U.N. Ambassador Yun Suk-heun at the 
Second and Sixth Committees of the 
General Assembly on Aug. 23 and 
Dec. 4 last year. 

In his speecn on the U.N. Program¬ 
me of Assistance in the Teaching, 
Study, Dissemination and Wider 
Appreciation of International Law at 
the Sixth Committee, Yun said Korea 
needs well trained experts and scho¬ 
lars in major systems of the world "as 
its economy grows and interchanges 
in various fields expand across nation¬ 
al boundaries." 

He said Korea attaches great im¬ 
portance and value to the U.N. prog¬ 
ramme., Korea is prepared, he said, to 
offer the host facilities for the regional 
training and refresher course in inter¬ 
national law for the Asian and Pacific 
region to be held in 1982 under the 
sponsorship of the U.N. Institute for 
Training and Research (UNITAR). 

Various international academic 
meetings have been held in Seoul, 
including the Asian-African Legal Con¬ 
sultative Committee conference in 
1979 and a workshop on the law of 
the sea this year, he said. 

"My delegation highly appreciates 
the considerable achievement of pub¬ 


lic and private institutions in this 
field." he said. 

Ambassador Yun's participation in 
the U.N. Committees is the first one 
made by a Korean official since, former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Kim Dong- 
jo made a speech on the Korean U.N. 
policy at the political committee in 
1975 when the Korean question was 
being discussed at the General 
Assembly. 

Turning from the past passive U.N. 
policy, the government aims at con¬ 
structing a broader base for an early 
entry of the Republic of Korea into the 
United Nations. 

In this connection, the government 
will make a substantial contribution to 
U.N. activities through participating in 
non-political committees, a diplomatic 
source said. 

The government policy change has 
met no negatiye responses from com¬ 
munist bloc countries including Com¬ 
munist China and Soviet Union, he 
said. 

APPU 

Supports Seoul 
Olympics 

T HE Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians' 
Union (APPU) has recently ex¬ 
pressed its full support for Seoul 
hosting the summer Olympics in 
1988. 

Kim Eun-ha, Vice Speaker of the 
National Assembly, on his return from 
the APPU's 17th General meeting, 
said that the APPU meeting in a 
resolution, supported the Seoul Olym¬ 
pics, observing that the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics could greatly contribute to 
the continuous maintenance of stabil¬ 
ity and economic and social develop¬ 
ment in Northeast Asia. Mr. Kim, who 
attended the Tokyo meeting as senior 
Korean delegate, said the participating 
representatives shared the view that 
based on the spirit of the January 12 
and June 5 proposals advanced by 
President Chun Doo Hwan, the un¬ 
ification of the Korean peninsula 
should be achieved peacefully 
through dialogue between the two 
divided halves. 




Foreign Minister Lho Shm-yong. second from left chats with heads of diplomatic missions m Seoul. Second from right is Indian 
Ambassador V V. Paran/pe, dean of diplomats m Seoul 

More And New Friends 
In The Third World 


M INISTER of Foreign Affairs Lho 
Shin-yong hosted a dinner for 
the foreign diplomatic corps at 
the Hotel Lotte last month. 

He said that with the inauguration 
of the Fifth Republic, social and politic¬ 
al stability was "fully restored" and 
Korea is now prepared to cope with 
whatever challenges it might confront 
in the future. 

Mr. Lho said that if Korea continues 
to make every effort to overcome 
obstacles and exercises patience and 
self-restraint, it could proudly tell a 
success story of progress about 
peace and prosperity. 

"The traditional bonds of friendship 
between Korea and other countries 
were further consolidated .and pro¬ 
vided foundation for boundless expan¬ 
sion of cooperative relations in the 
years to come," Mr. Lho told foreign 
diplomatic mission chiefs in Seoul. 

Meanwhile. Indian Ambassador 
Vasant Vasudeo Paranjpe, in his 
capacity as dean of the diplomatic 
corps, said Korea's multi-directional 
diplomacy has earned more and new 
friends in the Third World and there 
has been a "stream of distinguished 
visitors coming to Seoul." 

"In only two years, the Republic of 
Korea has won for itself an important 
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place on the international scene. The 
recent decision by the International 
Olympic Organisation to bestow on 
Seoul the honour of holding the 1988 
Olympics is proof of that." he said. 

Most Optimistic 
Plan for 1982 

T HE government's economic 
management plan for 1982 
seems most optimistic in recent 
years. In 1980. a four to five per cent 
economic growth was priginally fore¬ 
casted but it ended with a real 6.2 per 
cent fall in the GNP. The year 1981 
was to see a 5-6 per cent growth but 
the actual figure turned out to be 
some seven per cent. 

Partly encouraged by that better- 
than-expected performance, this 
year's projection is seven per cent. 
According to economists, signs of 
improvement are coming from both 
home and abroad. 

Internally, the economy has found 
the cue to solve what was described 
as the triple economic woe—slow 
growth, high inflation and a widening 
payments gap. Despite persistent 


stagnation in the local construction 
market, the government places 
emphasis on the fact that last year's 
estimated growth outperformed the 
earlier forecast. 

Commodity prices have also stabil¬ 
ized at a 13-14 per cent level, accord¬ 
ing to the latest report by the Econo¬ 
mic Planning Board. This compares 
sharply with the 20-25 per cent pro¬ 
jected at the beginning of last year. 

Amidst the declining trend in world 
trade volumes, the nation is increas¬ 
ing its total exports by 2Vh per cent 
last year and its current-account de¬ 
ficit will be no more than $5 billion, 
down from the targeted $5.5 billion, 
on the overseas front as well, the 
economists detect a string of good 
signs. 

They expect that the global trade 
growth is to swing upward this year 
from last year's down trend, though it 
might not be of any significant propor¬ 
tion. 

The world market prices of raw 
materials, meanwhile will continue to 
show stability and most importantly, 
the prices of crude oil are not ex¬ 
pected to go up by more than four per 
cent. In fact, the government 
assumes that the petroleum prices 
even stand a chance of staying the 
same with last year's level. 

Another consideration is the inter¬ 
national interest rate level. Last year, 
the world-wide trend toward high rate 
of interest has put much strain on the 
nation's current account, whose de¬ 
ficit otherwise may be narrowed furth¬ 
er thanks to the contracting deficit 
size of the trade account. 

In 1982 the situation is going to be 
different. In the opinion of govern¬ 
ment planners, an economic recovery 
will spread over into consumption and 
investment next year, departing from 
this year’s heavy dependency upon 
the farming sector and exports. 

The domestic demand, they point 
out, will rise in the wake of farm- 
income surge and stable prices, while 
the investments will bounce back 
from the two years of decline. 

Lower international interest rates 
and stable prices at home will also 
lead the local banks interest rates 
downward, while helping to stabilize 
the won currency's foreign exchange 
rates. 
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A NOTHER major. milestone in 
commodity exports was reached 
last month with the total over¬ 
seas sales exceeding $20 billion. 

The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry last month announced that 
commodity exports by the end of the 
third week of December amounted to 
$20,007,090,000 up 20.7 percent 
from the same period in 1980. 

It took four years for the nation to 
see its exports doubled. It was in 
1977 that total annual exports ex¬ 
ceeded the $10 billion mark. 

The increase ratio is the highest in 
three years, exceeding 18.4 percent in 
1979 and 16.3 percent in 1980. 

Exports were expected to reach 
$20.8 billion to $21 billion by the end 
of December. Last year's export goal 
was set on $20.5 billion. 

Noteworthy is the fact that rises 
in export prices resulting from 
worldwide inflation account for only 
about five per cent of the growth rate, 
while increases in the quantity of 
commodities exported accupied more 
than 15 per cent. 



Shipbuilding is one of the major export-oriented industries in Korea Here is a mammoth tanker built by Hyundai's Ulsan 
Shipyard, and below. Electnc and electronic items also contnbute to the increased volume of exports 


1981 EXPORTS EXCEED $20 BILLION 


Ministry officials said that although 
the growth rate in 1979 was 18.4 per 
cent, the quantity of commod¬ 
ities actually dropped by 0.9 per cent 
from the previous year. Quantity of 
exports in 1980 also increased by only 
7.9 per cent. 

The officials attributed the rather 
high export growth to rises in the 
shipments of heavy and chemical 


industry products and textile products 
as well as to the comparatively stabil¬ 
ized prices of major raw materials at 
overseas markets. 

The share of manufactured goods 
rose 0.9 per cent to account for 93.2 
per cent of the total exports by the 
end of November, while that of prim¬ 
ary industry goods shrank by that 
margin. 


The contribution of heavy and che¬ 
mical industry products to the export 
gorwth rose from 43.9 per cent over 
1980 to 45.3 as a result of the 
government’s concentration on heavy 
industry goods. In contrast, the share 
of light industry products fell 0.5 per 
cent to 47.9 per cent from 48.4 in 
1980. 

Viewing the total overseas sales as 
of November 30, the exports of ships 
shot up 139.2 per cent over the same 
period of 1980 to reach $1,302 million 
and those of textile products rose 
26.3 per cent, compared with the 19.9 
per cent and 11.4 per cent which 
were registered in the preceding year. 

Shipments to the Middle East and 
Africa showed a 31.6 per cent and 
39.6 per cent gain. 

Thanks to increased sales to India, 
Sri Lanka, Pakistan and other south¬ 
east Asian countries, shipments to 
Asia rose 20.6 per cent. 

Commodity exports rose at an 
annual average of 37.5 per cent during 
the period between 1962 and 1980, 
according to the Ministry of Com- 




SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS __ 

PROSPECTS OF UNIFICATION 

Seminar On North's Federation Proposal 

A two-day seminar on the "Pros- Korean plan does not call for a federa- 
pects of Unification in the tion between the government in the 

1980s" was held recently under South and the North, but it wants a 

the sponsorship of the Foreign Com- federation between the Pyongyang 
mittee of the National Assembly with regime and the power sympathetic to 
noted experts on the theme North Korea which they believe exists 
attending. in the South. 


should be achieved through a peaceful 
and democratic way. 

Kim Chang-soon, director of the 
Institute of North Korean Studies, said 
that the junior Kim will be more hostile 
to the Republic of Korea if he comes 
to power succeeding his aging father 
Kim ll-sung. 

Kim Chang-soon said: In order to 
whitewash his illegitimacy as "suc¬ 
cessor" to his father Kim ll-sung, Kim 
Jong-il will purge anyone who 
opposes his rise to power including 
revolutionary old-timers. His ascend¬ 
ance will invite internal struggle 
among his stepmother, half brothers 
and uncle. 


The participants said that the 
"federal form of government" prop¬ 
osed by North Korea is "nothing but a 
scheme designed to perpetuate the 
division of the peninsula" and called 
on the government to work out proper 
counter-measures. 

Rep. Lee Young-il of the Democra¬ 
tic Justice Party, pointing out that the 
"Koryo federal system" is based on 1 
the federal plan suggested in 1956 by 
East Germany, alleged that North Ko¬ 
rean formula is a "policy of division." 

The two-day seminar began with 
the presentation of papers by two 
experts on North Korean affairs who 
insisted that the "federal formula" is 
designed to communize the Republic 
of Korea and that Kim Jong-il will be 
more hostile and radical than his 
father Kim ll-sung once he comes to 
power. 

Rep. Lee said that a federal form of 
government can be possible only 
when there exists "ideological com¬ 
mon factors" and social homogeneity, 
and when both parties involved pur¬ 
sue the same diplomatic targets and 
they do not have a sense of hostility 
towards each other. 

Rep. Yoo Han-yul of the Democratic 
Korea Party called on the government 
to launch "flexible" diplomacy saying 
that the federal system is a stratagem 
aimed at communizing the entire 
peninsula while Rep. Koh Jung-hoon, 
president of the Democratic Socialist 
Party, remarked that the federal sys¬ 
tem is designed to have American 
troops pull out of the Republic of 
Korea and to neutralize the peninsula. 

Another committee member, Rep. 
Jmb Thok-kyu, said that the North 
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Meanwhile, Chong Chong-shik, for- "It is possible that senior Commun- 
mer planning and coordinator of the ists, particularly army generals in their 
National Unification Board and 50s, who have been devoted to Kim 
currently an editorial writer of the ll-sung will become dissidents if they, 
Hankook llbo, said that unification are targeted for purge. Kim ll-sung's 


A Christmas Prayer for the unification of the country 



transfer of power to his son is the 
expression of his will to keep his 
thoughts alive and never to have them 
revised or downgarded." 

"Having witnessed Chinese and 
Soviet leadership changes and their 
results, Kim will demand respect for his 
cause as if it were a religion. The 
leadership under Kim Jong-il who has 
bpen brought up in a closed Commun¬ 
ist society, will be revolutionary. He 
will be more hostile and radical than 
his father. 


Shuns peace proposals 

"North Kora regards its proposal for 
the Democratic Confederal Republic 
of Koryo as a temporary measure. It 
indents to exploit it as a stepping 
stone for the communization of the 
entire Korean peninsula. It sticks to 
the principle of revolution to construct 
a socialist country by overthrowing 
the capitalist system in the South, 
shunning the Republic of Korea's 
proposal for a peaceful ^ unification 
through dialogue. 

"It will be very difficult to open a 
dialogue with North Korea because it 
will not come out to the negotiating 
table unless the big powers around the 
Korean peninsula agree on the peaceful 
unification of the peninsula, unless 
the South is powerful enough to 
dominate the North and unless North 
Korea believes people in the South 
wish to build a socialist country. 

"The 1980s seem to develop to a 
new era of cold war, increasing ten¬ 
sion among super powers. North 
Korea, in accordance, is likely to insti¬ 
gate a revolution in the South and 
block any South-North dialogue." 

Prof. Park Bong-shik of the Seoul 
National University in his paper deli¬ 
vered at the seminar said: "The U.S. 
government of President Ronald 
Reagan seems to have recognised the 
Republic of Korea as one of its most 
important partners in Northeast Asia. 
Washington's policy toward Seoul, 
shown in the ROK-U.S. joint state¬ 
ment in February 1981, well illustrates 
the strategic importance America 
places on the Republic. 

"In this connection, the role of the 
Republic is very important for the 
United States to execute its policy 
programmes in the region. Tokyo's 
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foreign policy direction to Seoul has 
been somewhat changed with the 
emergence of the Reagan administra¬ 
tion. 

"It is to be noted that Japan ex¬ 
pressed her support for the U.S. 
decision not to withdraw its ground 
forces from Korea as was shown in 
the U.S.-Japan joint communique in 
May 1981." 

In his paper, Kang In-duk, Director, 
Institute for Eastern Studies, said: "A 
careful study of the positions and 
demands presented by North Korea 
during the stalled inter-Korea talks 
shows the Communist regime invari¬ 
ably pursues its scheme to 'liberate 
the people through democratic revolu¬ 
tions.’ North Korea attempted to take 
advantage of the dialogue to expand 
international support for its strategy 
for commumzing the Korean penin¬ 
sula. 

"The Communist regime unilateral¬ 
ly suspended the otherwise smooth 
South-North talks in 1973, after realiz¬ 
ing it could not create conditions for 
the communization of the peninsula 
through talks. 

"In an attempt to utilize the inter- 
Korea talks as occasions for enhanc¬ 
ing international support for its com¬ 
munization programme, North Korea 
launched vigorous diplomatic efforts 
to the Third World and U N. organiza¬ 
tions. As a result, North Korea lost 
interest in continuing the South-North 
dialogue. 

"Furthermore, North Korea came to 
perceive the vulnerability of its Com¬ 
munist regime with delegations from 
both sides exchanging visits and com¬ 
paring the systems of both sides. 

"North Korea witnessed the need 
for continuing South-North talks, after 
the discovery of invasion tunnels led 
to Republic's strengthened security. 
The federal system proposed by 
North Korea after scuttling the inter- 
Korea talks is designed to topple the 
incumbent government of the Repub¬ 
lic and guarantee the free activities of 
pro-Communist elements. 

"By rejecting President Chun Doo 
Hwan's proposal made on January 12 
and reiterated on June 5 for a top-level 
meeting between South and North 
Korea, Pyongyang shows it has not 
yet grown out of its communization 
scheme." 


U. N. C. for 

avoiding 

tension 

T HE U.N. Command, last month, 
accused North Korea of having 
conducted a series of nation¬ 
wide air, ground and sea military 
exercises for about two weeks, 
heightening tension on the Korean 
peninsula. 

The command also proposed that 
the two sides report beforehand their 
respective combat exercises through 
the truce village of Panmunjom to 
reduce tension and avoid situations in 
which peace on the peninsula might be 
jeopardized. 

The exchange came at the 409th 
meeting of the Military Armistice 
Commission (MAC) held at pan¬ 
munjom. 

In the meeting convened at the 
request of the UNC, U.S. Rear Adm. 
James G. Storms III. the UNC senior 
delegate, called the proposal an 
"opportunity for this Commission to 
act to reduce the grave danger of 
miscalculation, by either side." 

The proposal followed the UNC 
senior member's disclosure that for 
two weeks, early in December, in¬ 
tense military activity had been 
observed in North Korea. 

"This recent military activity, which 
took place on a nation-wide scale, 
included joint air, ground and naval 
operations, parachute drops, forward 
deployment of forces, amphibious op¬ 
erations and mobilization of reserve 
and other paramilitary units," the UNC 
senior delegate noted. 

He added that "the secretive nature 
and extensive scope" of the recent 
activity, plus the North's continuing 
and illegal fortification within the 
northern boundary of the Demilita¬ 
rized Zone (DMZ) and its "intractable 
refusal to accept even one UNC prop¬ 
osal to ease tension" had dramatically 
increased tension on the Korean 
peninsula. 

The admiral said North Korea's tacit 
military activity escalates tension and 
could result in miscalculation leading 
to unfortunate consequences for both 
sides. 



INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 


Academics’ 
Visit To India 
Fruitful 

A thirty-member student delegation from 
Korea led by Professor Oh Kuk-keun of 
Dongkuk University was in India on a winter 
vacation overseas study tour On their arrival in 
Calcutta on December 19, the Student team was 
received by representatives of the Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and members of the 
Indian academic community there. 

During their two day stay in Calcutta the team 
visited educational institutions, historical sites 
and other places of interest 
From Calcutta the team visited the historical 


cities. Varanasi and Agra and reached New Delhi 
They also visited the Aligarh Muslim University 
and had a fruitful academic exchange between 
them and Professors and students of the Uni¬ 
versity In Delhi they visited the PUSA Agricultural 
Institute and other educational institutions and 
places of historical importance and met personali¬ 
ties from the academic field 

After the establishment of ambassadorial level 
relations between India and Korea in 1974, this is 
the first group of academics visiting India under 
the Cultural Exchange Programme between the 
two countries Apart from denoting the signi¬ 
ficant expansion in relationship between the two 
countries, the visit also underlines the import¬ 
ance the Korean government attaches to its 
relationship with India 

On its arrival in Calcutta the visiting team was 
received by officials from the ICCR and the 
Korean Embassy The arrangements made for 
the tour of the team was excellent, including the 
special flight schedules made by the Indian 
Airlines for the short distance flight from Calcutta 


to Varanasi The student delegation from its 
arrival on December 19 till departure on Decem¬ 
ber 25 was accompanied by officials from the 
ICCR and they supervised the contorts and 
facilities for the members of the delegation. 

The leader of the delegation Professor Oh had 
expressed his happiness over the arrangements 
made by the ICCR for his delegation. 

Professor Oh told reporters that the student 
delegates who were in India under the Cultural 
Exchange Programme would help promote 
mutual understanding and make comparative 
studies in political, social, economic and cultural 
fields of the two countries 

Culture and Information Attache at the Korean 
Embassy. Jong Hwan Suh. who wasat Calcutta in 
connection with the delegation's visit told repor¬ 
ters in Calcutta that alongwith the increase in 
cultural exchanges, trade between the two 
countries had also touched a new high of $226.7 
Million in 1980-81 He hoped that economic 
cooperation between to two countries would be 
still greater in future. 


KOREA AT THE 5TH WORLD BOOK FAIR 


K OREA'S Publishers' Association is 
participating in the 5th World 
Book Fair to be held in New Delhi, 
from 5 to 15, February, 1982. Books 
published in Korea in Korean and 
English languages on various subjects 
like philosophy, history, art, science 
and technology, as well as children's 
books will be displayed at a Normal 
Stall booked by the Association. 

The ancient culture of Korea was 
dominated by what might be termed 
as "culture of letters". This culture of 
letters encompasses not only hand¬ 
written calligraphy, but books and 
other printed materials as well and it is 
that area that Korea has begun to win 
some international acclaim. Korean 
scholars also claim that a 50-volume 
anthology on special manners and 
rituals of the past and present was 
printed in Korea with movable metal 
type in 1230—over 200 years before 
Gutenberg's Bible. Unfortunately 
none of these volumes are available 
now. But a Korean book titled 
"Abtruse Principles of Zen" printed in 
1377 with movable metal type, exhi¬ 
bited at the UNESCO-sponsored "Flis- 
tory of Books" exhibition in Paris 
helped to resolve the controversy ab¬ 
out the use of movable metal type in 
Korea. 


Evidence available in Korea proves 
that Korea had its wood-block printing 
in the early 8th century. 

Korea maintains the culture of let¬ 
ters in the modern times as well. 
Alongwith its excellence in art and 
literature, Korea has also took large 
strides in printing technology. This has 
enabled the publishers in Korea to 
bring out beautiful books in every kind 
of subject or field. Visitors to the 
Korean Stall at the World Book Fair, 
we hope, would be able to have a 
glimpse of these beautiful works. 

The World Book Fair in New Delhi is 
one of the biggest international book 
fairs and in the 5th World Book Fair 
books from 26 countries would be on 
exhibition. 



One of the 81,258 wood-cut printing blocks of the 'Tnputakana 
Koreans' printed in the 13th century. These wood blocks are 
preserved m Heelnse Temple 
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DISCOVERING 

GANDHI 

AND 

TAGORE 
IN KOREA 



Krishna Kripalani. chairman of the National Book Trust of India, speaking at the International Cultural Society of Korea. 


Krishna Kripalani, Chairman of the National Book Trust and a former 
professor of the Shantiniketan, is a prolific writer. "Rabindranath 
Tagore: A Biography*,."Modern Indian Literature*, "Gandhi: A Life* 
* and "Holland and Tagore” are some of his works. His works on Tagore 
are particularly noteworthy. Mr Kripalani was in Korea for nine days, 
last September, at the invitation of the International Cultural Society of 
Korea (ICSK). Mr. Kripalani was impressed by the progress Korea made 
in recent years, the driving force behind that—a dedicated and 
disciplined people, the rich cultural heritage, the beautiful countryside 
and above all the hospitality of the people. Following are his 
impressions on Korea: 


A class in progress at the Saemaul Training School 



T HE eight days I spent in Korea, as the 
guest of the International Cultural Socie¬ 
ty of Korea, were a memorable experi¬ 
ence. Like most other Indians, I knew little of 
this far eastern enclave except that once it was 
the gateway through which Buddhism. Con¬ 
fucianism and the ceramic art had migrated to 
Japan. I had been misled into believing that 
since the end of the last War and the subse¬ 
quent partition of Korea into two states. South 
Korea was little better than a minor satellite of 
the United States. But my very first sight of the 
capital city. Seoul and of the country around it 
showed me how wrong I had been. 

Seoul, with its population of over eight million, 
is a city as big as London or Tokyo, and looks 
more spacious, more clean, more elegant and 
even more modem than either. Its wide roads, 
each as broad as our Raj Path with four to six 
lanes on each side, and streams of noiseless 
and smokeless cars, all native made and fitted 
with electronic gadgets, would put our Bombay 
and Calcutta to shame. The buildings, mostly 
new made, are attractive in appearance, and the 
floors inside, when not thickly carpeted, are 
spotlessly dean and shine like polished marble. 

The literacy is almost cent per cent, and every 
youngster, girl or boy, goes to school. This 
small country which is no bigger than a 
medium-sized state in India is littered with 
colleges and institutes of higher learning. The 
dty of Seoul alone has more universities than 
any state in India. I found that many of the girl 
receptionists in the hotels I stayed in were 
attending part time university courses, some in 
music, some in foreign languages, etc. One of 
the universities I lectured at had a large faculty 
of foreign languages and I was invited to 
address more than 200 Korean students who 
were studying Hindi. One of their teachers had 
been a student of the J.N. University in Delhi 
and was planning to complete a post-graduate 
course at the Hindi Bhavan of Shantiniketan. 

Rabindranath Tagore's works are available in 
Korean language and they are much read and 
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impressed with their knowledge and their 
charm of manners. They knew much more 
of India than of their land. But my ignorance 
was more than made up for by the wide 
learning and knowledge of our Ambassador 
Paranjpe. All the Koreans I met seemed to 
respect and admire him for his deep knowledge 
of both Sanskrit and Chinese classics—a rare 
asset indeed—and his very intimate knowledge 
of Korean history and contemporary conditions 

Tagore admired In Korea 

The ambassador accompanied me to pay a 
courtesy call on the Minister of Culture and 
Information, Mr Lee Kwang-pyo, young and 
handsome looking, with a keen sense of 
humour He spoke of his admiration of Rebin- 
dranath Tagore's writings which were familiar 
to most Koreans, young and old. and wished 
that India and Korea could have more and closer 
cultural relations He spoke of the 5000 years of 
Korean Art Exhibition which was touring the 
United States and drawing millions of visitors. 



Buddha at the Sokkuram Grotto Temple in Kyongju. top and above. Seoul, the capital city, offers to the visitors a perfect blending of the 

old and new 


appreciated. Gandhiji's writings, unfortunately, 
are not so well-known and understood I 
travelled more than 300 kilometers and spent 
two nights in the country and lectured at the 
two well-known universities, the Chungnam 
National University in Deojum and the 
Keimyung University in Deagu The latter um- 
/ersity has 14,000 students, with hardly room 
enough to move about. And yet there was no 
toise whatsover and the audience listened in 
>in-drop silence. 

My first engagement in Seoul was to pay a 
:ourtesy call on my host, the President of the 
nternational Cultural Society, Dr Kim Kyu-taik, a 
nghly cultivated gentleman of great culture and 
gaming He received me very cordially and at 
larting gave me a beautiful specimen of Korean 
ottery, a large porcelain bowl, so elegantly 
acked that I dared not carry it with me in the 
lane. I left it behind at our Embassy to be 
hipped to India. 

At a luncheon which our Ambassador. Dr V.V. 
'aranjpe gave for me. I met a galaxy of Korean 
itellectuals. poets, scholars, academics and 
ersons holding high offices, and was much 
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and wished India could send a similar exhibition 
of her art and culture to Korea. I referred to the 
Fifth World Book Fair and Seminar which the 
National Book Trust, in cooperation with the’ 
Federation of Indian Publishers, was organizing 
in New Delhi in February 1982. He assured me 
of Korea's participation in both the Exhibition 
and the Seminar. At parting I left with him as an 
offering a copy of the gorgeous publication. The 
Eternal India, edited by Mrs Indira Gandhi who 
had graciously autographed it. The Minister was 
greatly pleased. 

Beautiful country sMe 

Korean countryside is extraordinarily green 
and pretty, with its background of hills, and its 
rivers and lakes. It was like driving through the 
valley of Kashmir, without the snow-peaked 
Himalayas. I spent two nights in Kyongju (about 
300 kilometers from Seoul) which was once the 
capital of the Silla dynasty which ruled over the 
Peninsula for nearly a thousand years, begin¬ 
ning with the first century B.C. The country 
around Kyongju is like an open-air museum, 
littered with relics and treasures of the Silla 


Kings, covered under green mounds which look 
like round hills, within which are buried the 
relics. They resembled what Mohan-jo-daro 
looked like before it was excavated. So far only 
one of these Silla mounds has been dug up and 
the treasures stored in a nearby national 
museum. The excavated mound is also open to 
visitors 


Golden Age of Korea 

The centuries under the Silla rule, succeeded 
by the Koryo and the Choson dynasties, were 
the golden age of Korean culture, when Buddh¬ 
ism flourished and the Korean script which is 
based on the language as spoken and in use 
was invented, along with movable types, about 
200 years before Johann Guterberg achieved 
the feat with roman letters in Germany. 

As in India so in Korea, the ancient and the 
modern live side by side./ubbmg shoulders as it 
were, and lending added beauty and deeper 
meaning to each other And so as a counter 
poise to the ancient sites and tombs. I was 
invited by Mr. Lee, Do-sun. President of the 
KYOBO Book Company in Seoul to visit his 
famous book-centre It was indeed a gigantic 
book emporium, comprising over one million 
volumes, in many languages of the world, and 
housed in its own multi-storied mansion. It was 
bigger and more elegant than the famous 
Foyles in London, and it would take one many 
hours to go through the display At the luncheon 
which Mr Lee was good enough to host in my 
honour, he assured me that he would gladly 
participate in the World Book Fair and Seminar 
in Delhi in February next 

Korean Pottery is world famous It is an art 
cultivated through centuries with meticulous 
dedication. It is said that even Japan owed its 
inspiration and skill in pottery to the Korean 
masters who were once imported. My visit to 
Korea would have been incomplete if I had not 
visited Ichun which is littered with potteries I 
could visit only two of them, at one of which I 
was happy to meet a young Gujarati lady, Miss 
Dharani Kotak. who is presently working there 
and speaks Korean fluently. She is an ex¬ 
student of the Kala Bhavan at Shantiniketan and 
she very gladly and kindly showed me around. 
How one wishes that more of our young men 
and women came to learn pottery in Korea with 
its unrivalled tradition of skill and aesthetic 
sensibility. They would incidentally learn much 
else too, for, the Koreans have combined 
the old and new. the ways of east and west as no 
other people I have known have done. 

Of all my experiences in Korea, the richest 
and deeply moving was my visit to Mr Kim Joon 
who is known as the Gandhi of Korea. But 
Gandhi with a difference and in a modern and 
sophisticated setting. Mr. Kim is the founder 
director of Saemaul Llbders Training Insti¬ 
tute. which provides intensive course in what 
we would call sarvodaya. Mr Kim began his 
career as a teacher in an agricultural university 
and discovered, step by step, as Gandhi did, that 
the real care of national property wee the village 
with its decentralised economy and that the 
secret of human development ^ In cultivating 
self-help and cooperative enterprise The 
trained volunteers are spread over many vil¬ 
lages andf'frtftot regularly at the Centre and live 
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together for a few days and discuss their 
experiences and plans for the future. 


Tagore on Korea 

In the hall where Mr Kim Joon received me, I 
noticed on one of the walls a framed calligraphic 
scroll. When I asked what it was, he smiled and 
explained that it was the Korean translation of a 
short poem that Rabindranath Tagore had writ¬ 
ten on Korea. Priding myself on my knowledge 
of Tagore's writings, I felt humbled and ashamed 
that I was unfamiliar with the original text of the 
verse which reads in English as follows: 

"In the golden age of Asia 

Korea was one of its lamp bearers. 

And that lamp is waiting to be lighted once 

again 

For the illumination in the East." 

During Tagore's visit to Japan in 1916 or later, 
many Korean students would call on him and 
relate the woes of their land under Japanese 
occupation. Tagore, recalling his own country's 
plight under the British heels, was deeply 
touched and spoke out in public against 
Japanese imperialism. This cost him his popu¬ 
larity in Japan. A Korean visitor, probably a 
young lady—Korean girls are extremely pretty 
and charming—must have begged him to 
inscribe a verse in her autograph book. That is 
how the verse was probably composed in 
English and no record of it or its Bengali 
translation is available in the Tagore archives in 
India. It was for me a happy discovery. 

Seeing how much I like the calligraphed scroll 
on the wall, my Gandhian host promptly took it 
off its hanging and inscribed my name on its 
bacK and insisted on presenting it to me as a 
gift I gratefully accepted it and have brought it 
with me in the hope that it would be cherished 
and preserved in a Tagore archive atShanti- 
mketan or Calcutta. 


Tagore Society 

So well is Tagore's name honoured that there 
is an active Tagore Society of Korea of which 
the members comprise many poets, writers, 
artists and scholars who meet regularly to read 
from hisfwritings or exchange their thoughts on 
him. Its founder-president is a poetess, Mrs 
Kim Yang-Shik. whose admiration and enthu¬ 
siasm for the Indian poet are boundless. She 
has done me the honour to translate into 
Korean my English Life of Tagore which is due 
to be published soon. She speaks English 
fluently and was my interpreter at a press 
conference where I was bombarded by ques¬ 
tions on India and Tagore. There are not many 
countries outside India, and indeed not many 
cities in India, that canlboast of such an active 
Tagore Society with such distinguished mem¬ 
bership. 

How exciting it was to discover a Tagore relic 
thousands of miles away in the Land of the 
Morning Calm, and to meet in person a true 
Gandhian ip a society so modern that almost 
every convenience is electronically manipu¬ 
lated. 
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K OREA is participating in the 5th Triennale 
paintings, 6 sculptures and 2 graphics have been 
Korean artists into this international exhibition 
organised by the Lalit Kala Academy, at the Pragati Maidatv, 
New Delhi in March this year. Triannale India, is one ofthemo$| 
important and prestigious encounter of art made by artists; 
different countries. "It is also an expression of the sottcf^1§| 
among the peoples of the world who believe that art is a hUfft8f£ 
value which has relevance to all mankind and not onfy.'tcj^ 
particular society." 
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mask was obviously for children, a 
fact which prompted some scholars 
to argue that it was no more than a 
toy. However, considering the fact 
that shell masks of the same style 
were found in northern Kyushu in 
Japan, it is believed that the shell 
mask might have been for a premitive 
religious purpose. 

The next oldest mask relic is the 
lacquered wooden mask found in 



Hou Tomb near Kyongju in 1946. An 
expert, in his report on its excavation, 
presumed it was a Fang Hsing Shih 
mask having something to do with 
shamanism. Since Ho-u Tomb was 
known to be for a 5th to 6th century 
royal family of the Silla Dynasty, it can 
be presumed that the mask was of 
5th century making. Fang Hsing Shih 
masks were used to repulse, evil at 
the time of a funeral. Another Fang 
Hsing Shih mask is a wooden mask 
from the Yi Dynasty, which has been 
designated as .Important Folk Material 
of the nation; 

Moreover, the Ch'oyong Mask is 
still extant as the Ch'oyong Dance 
Mask, a court dance. According to 
Volume II of the Chronicles of Three 
Kingdoms, the Ch'oyong Mask first 
came into being as a mask to repulse 
evils during the reign of King Honkang 
(875-885 A.D.) of Silla. During the 
years of the Yi Dynasty (1392-1910), 
however, the mask was used as a 
device to fend off calamities during 
year-end rituals. 

The majority of extant Korean 

masks are artistic ones, which can be 
• * 
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classified into dance and drama 
masks. The Ch'oyong Dance Mask 
discussed above is a dance mask. 
Drama masks can again be divided 
into the following three categories. In 
the first category are those used in 
mask dramas played in village rituals, 
typical of which are the masks of 
Pyolsin Ritual Drama of Hahoe while 
the second group are the masks 
employed in dramas of the family of 
Sandae-dogam Dramas, which in¬ 
clude the masks of Yangju Pyol San- 
dae Nori and Songp'a Sandae Nori, 
both originating in the central area, 
the masks of the Hwanghae provincial 
masks, such as Pongsan Mask-Dance 
Drama, Kagryong Mask Dance Drama 



and Eunyul Mask Dance Drama and 
the masks of T'ongyong Ogwangdae, 
Kosong Ogwangdae, Kasan Ogwang¬ 
dae Tongrae Yaryu and Suyong Yaryu, 
all created and used in the southeastern 
part of Korea. Falling in the third group 
are the masks of the Lion Dance of 
Puk-ch'ong. In all there are about 200 
folk drama masks in 12 categories. 

Most of the existing Korean masks 
are for folk dramas which totalling 
about 200, show diverse variations 
depending on area. Because drama 
masks are artistic objects, which are 
designed not for detached viewing, 
but can function properly only when 
they are used as face cover of actors 
playing parts in dramas, masks must 
be viewed and evaluated from the 
dynamic aspect of their dramatic pur¬ 
pose. 


The major themes of the Korean 
folk dramas employing such masks 
can be boiled down to (1) repulsion of 
evil spirits and prayer for the repose of 
the dead; (2) satirization of apostate 
monks; (3) ridiculing the ruling class; 
(4) confrontation and friction between 
the two sexes; and (5) reality of the 
life of the ruled. In other words, they 
were mass dramas embodying com¬ 
moners' criticism of the previleged 
classes and moral values of the time, 
the latter half of the Yi Dynasty period, 
or the 17th and 18th centuries. In 
these mask dramas an act of a play 
was formed in the manner of compre¬ 
hensive performance, wherein dance 
is performed followed by song and 
words, a feature characteristic of 
Oriental dramas. The expression of 
each mask was portrayed in such a 
way as to be in accord with the 
contents and styles of these mask 
dramas. 

There are a number of Korean 
masks outstanding in terms-of work¬ 
manship. However, inasmuch as they 
were folk masks, they were made by 
either deft-fingered performers or car¬ 
penters. This is why mask-making 
remained merely as a folk handicraft, 



% 


with no way to identify the makers. 

Moreover, because masks were 
regarded in general as something 
magical and therefore used to be 
burned after they were used in dra¬ 
mas, only a limited number of such 
masks remain, and masks of remote 
ages can hardly be found today. 
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HANGUL 
Koreans Alphabet 


By Bruce 1C Grant 

H AVE you ever heard of a holiday called 
"ABC Day?" There is one in Korea, 
called "Hangul Day," after the name of 
the unique Korean alphabet. 

Each Oct 9, schools and government offices 
close to honor the birthday of the alphabet, last 
year 535 candles adorned the cake. An official 
ceremony was held at Seoul's magnificent 
Sejong Cultural Centre—an appropriate site, for 
it was King Sejong who originated Hangul in 1446. 

Koreans have been speaking their language 
for something like three millennia Early in that 
period, the neighboring Chinese state exerted 
considerable influence on Korean culture (To¬ 
day, for example, Chinese loan words comprise 
some 60 percent of the Korean vocabulary) 
Ancient Koreans, who had no means of writing 
their own language, simply adopted written 
Chinese. Thus for nearly 2,000 years, literate 
Koreans used two languages—speaking in Ko¬ 
reans. but writing in Chinese. 

In 1418, barely a generation into the Yi 
Dynasty (1392-1910), King Sejong came to the 
throne At that time, only men of the small 
aristocracy could afford the time required to 
become literate in Chinese; all the common 
people were illiterate 

King Sejong wanted all his subjects to read 
and write, so he set a group of elite scholars to 
the task of inventing a phonetic alphabet. The 
result, in the words of Edwin O Reischauer, 
linguist and former U S ambassador to Japan, 
is "perhaps the most scientific system of 
writing in general use in any country." 

There are only 16 totally distinct letters in the 
Hangul alphabet. Pairs of related consonants, 
like d and t, b and p. g and k, and ch and J. are 
represented by similar pairs of letters—a de¬ 
gree of rationality which simply does not exist in 
most other writing systems. Moreover, unlike 
the ABCs, Hangul letters are almost always 
pronounced the same way. (The few excep¬ 
tions actually make words easier to pronounce.) 

"Korean sounds don't change like English," 
volunteered an American schoolgirl in Seoul. "I 
mean an 'a' has four or five sounds :h English, 
doesn't it? But in Hangul, an 'a' is always 'ah.' 
When you see a word in Hangul, you know how 
to say it. I always have to look up new English 
words just to find out how to pronounce them!" 

It is not the genius of Hangul, however, that 
endears it to Koreans today. Rather it is 
inextricably bound to their sense of national 
identity. But that wasn't always the case. King 
Sejong discovered that inventing Hangul was 
the easy part; he couldn't teach all his subjects 
to read and write with it. 

The reasons for his frustration seem obvious 
today. Literate Koreans had been using written 
Chinese for almost 1,500 years, and were 
loathe to change—even to Korean itself. Nor 
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was the aristocracy anxious to surrender its 
elitist grip on literacy And the fledgling Yi 
Dynasty had adopted Confucianism as the state 
credo in place of Buddhism The Chinese 
characters used in the Confucian classics thus 
assumed an almost holy stature 

Hangul's status eroded further until 1504, 
when a tyrant not only banned the alphabet 
outright, but ordered the destruction of all 
books written in the new script Luckily, the 
book-burning command was not enthusiastical¬ 
ly executed, but still Hangul fell into its own 
private "dark ages " The following two centur¬ 
ies produced only a single Hangul scholar 
—appropriately enough, a member of the disen¬ 
franchised caste of illegitimate sons of the 
aristocracy. 

Japan allowed newspapers, to develop in the 


1920s, and modern education began to flourish, 
even Korean language studies. In 1927 a group 
of students launched a magazine titled "Han¬ 
gul"—or "letters of the Han"—thus coining the 
name for the alphabet which has been used 
ever since. (The Han tribes were early inhabi¬ 
tants of the Korean peninsula, and south 
Korea's vernacular name today is the "Great 
Han Republic") 

After the end of World War II, the newly 
liberated Korean people set out to learn to read 
and write, on a national scale, for the first time 
m their long history Hangul, now five centuries 
old, was the medium, but the task was formid¬ 
able; only 22 percent of the Koreans over 12 
years old were literate in 19451 

The literacy campaign was barely under way 
when war ravaged the Korean peninsula in 
1950 Still, thanks in large part to the ingenious 
simplicity of Hangul, the literacy rate rocketed 
to 75 percent by 1952, a year before the war 
had even ended* The stage was set for the 
economic miracle that is Korea today. SmaH 
wonder, then, that Hangul is so much part and 
parcel of the Korean people's new sense of 
national identity. 

(Courtesy—Korea News Review). 
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Seoul International Trade Fair 

In world commerce, cooperation is just as important as competition. 
Indeed, these two aspects are simply different sides of the same coin. 
The Seoul International Trade Fair '82 will afford many opportunities 
for increased cooperation with potential customers and suppliers. 
Korea stand at the hub of the East Asian trading region and in 1981, its 
trading partners included virtually every country in the free world. In 
that same year, Korea exported more than US$20 billion worth of 
merchandise and imported US$22.3 billion worth of products 
This makes Korea one of the most dynamic and rapidly growing 
markets in the world, ranking 19th among all nations in volume of 
imports. Organisers of the SURA '82 invite Korea's foreign economic 
partners to come to the Fair and see for themselves what Korea offers. 
General information on the SURA '82 follows: 




Korea Exhibition Centre (KOEX). above, and right, e 
conference room at the KOEX complex 


Name of Event: Seoul International Trade 
Fair '82-SITRA '82. 

Exhibition Period: September 24-October 
18, 1982 (25 days) Opening Hours: 9 AM-5 
PM 

Objectives: To advance and further eco¬ 
nomic cooperation nations; To promote 
ana develop international trade, To familiarize 
the international business community with in¬ 
dustrial and commercial achievements around 
the world 

Venue: Seoul Internatioal Trade Fair 
Grounds. 65 Samsung-Dong. Gangnam-Gu. 
Seoul, Korea 

Exhibition Site: Total Fair Site. 198,000 M 2 

Indoor 27,228 M 2 

Outdoor 32.718 M 2 

Auxiliaries 138,054 M 2 

Sponsor: Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

Organizer: Korea Trade Promotion Corpora¬ 
tion 

Supporting Orgenlzetions: 1 Economic 
Planning Board. 2. Ministry of Foreign Affairs 3. 
Ministry of Finance 4. Seoul City Municipal 
Administration 

Cooperating Organizations: 1 Korea 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 2 Federa¬ 
tion of Korean industies. 3 Korea Traders 
Association 4. Korea Federation of Small Busi¬ 
ness. 

Range of Exhibitors: Governments or public 
organizations, manufacturers, traders, sales 
representatives, agents, associations, banks 
and financial groups, tour organizers, individuals 
and other entities approved by the fair authority 
upon application 

Exhibits: Items currently manufactured or 
handled by the exhibitors including photos, mod¬ 
els. information etc. 

The fair authority will grant approval for such 
exhibits upon receipt of the exhibits list. 

Spot Soles: Those who want to participate in 
spot sales must submit the required form (#4) not 
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later than February 28, 1982. and must receive 
final approval from the fair authority (Detailed 
regulations shall be provided by the fairauthority) 

Prohibited Exhibits: Arms, ammunition, ex¬ 
plosives, radioactive materials, inflammable 
items, poisons, illegal drugs and goods deemed 
not to be in keeping with the character and 
purpose of the fair. 

Potent, etc.: The fair authority does not 
assume any responsibility whatsoever for any 
losses, damages, or conflicts of interest result¬ 
ing from display of any exhibits which bear any 
form of industrial property right or patent. 

Exhibition Areas and Basic Conditions: 
The exhibition areas are classified as follows: 

A. Indoor Area 

Indoor areas are classified into 2 kinds as 

specified below: 

1. Normal stand area: The rentable space 
ranges from 1 unit (3mx3m=9M 2 ) to a 
maximum of 180M 2 . On the basis of the 
applications for space received, the fair 
authority will make allotment of space to 
each exhibitor and install partition walls 
2.7 meters high separating the stands 
from one another. When the exhibitor 
occupies more than 2 adjoining units, 
partition walls will not be provided within 
his allotted space. The height of all 
facilities and decorative materials should 
not exceed 2 7 meters from the floor 
level. 

2. Block stand area: The rentable space 
ranges from 90M 2 to a maximum of 
180M 2 No partition walls or other facili¬ 
ties will be provided within the spaed. 
The height of all display fittings and 
decorative materials may exceed the 2.7 
meter limit if prior approval is obtained. In . 
this case, the exhibitor is requested to 
submit <a stand construction plan for 
approval of the fair authority not later 
than May 31.1982. The block stand shall 
have 2. 3, or 4 sides facing the aisle. 


B. Outdoor Area 

Outdoor areas are classified into 2 kinds as 
specified below: 

1 Open Area: The maximum rentable 
space is 3,000 M 2 . In case an exhibitor 
wishes to occupy more than 3.000 M 2 , 
the exhibitor must request and obtain 
approval from the fair authority not later 
than February 28. 1982. If an exhibitor 
wishes to construct his own indepen¬ 
dent pavilion in the open area, the 
rentable space must be at least 300M 2 
and should be arranged with the fair 
authority not later than February 28. 
1982. 

2. Roofed Area: The fair authority shall 
provide a roofed section in the open area. 
No partition walls or other facilities will be 
provided within this area. The height of all 
display fittings and decorative materials 
may exceed 2.7 meters if prior approval is 
obtained. 

C. Spot teles area 

The fair authority will designate the spot 
sales area for those exhibitors who want to 
participate in spot sales. The cost of any and 
all facilities necessary for this sales activity 
shall be borne by those exhibitors. 

Apportioned Area end Location: The ex* 

hibitor has no right to file a protest against the 
allotment made by the fair authority and is 
strictly forbidden to sublet or transfer the whole 
or part of the allotted space to a third party or 
exchange the space between exhibitors. 

If the area ultimately allotted to the applicant 
by the fair authority is smaller/larger than his 
original request, the applicant's 50% rental 
deposit will be credited against his total finan¬ 
cial obligations. 

8pedal Exhibitors: Governments, including 
public organizations and international fair/exhibi¬ 
tion organizers, are considered to be special 
exhibitors. They should negotiate space rental 
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with the fair authority not later than February 
28, 1982. 

•pace Rental Chargee: 

A. Indoor Area 

1. Normal stand area: US $80/M 2 
(Minimum 9M 2 -Maximum 180M 2 ) 

2 Block stand area: US $80/M 2 
(Minimum 90M 2 -Maximum 180 M 2 ) 

B. Outoor Area 

Open Area: US $35/M 2 
Roofed Area: US $40/M 2 
Construction of Independent Pavilion: US 
S25/M 2 


C. Spot Selee Area 

US S120/M* 
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Rental Period: 

Indoor: September 8-October 22. 1982 
Outdoor: September 1-October 25. 1982 

All exhibitors should finish their work (con¬ 
struction of stands, fittings, decorations, dis¬ 
plays. etc) by September 22, 1982. and the 
working hours shall be from 9 AM to 6 PM 

Application and Contract: 

A. Application 

Applications will be accepted from Decem¬ 
ber 1, 1981. through February 28, 1982, 
with 50% of the rental charge required as a 
deposit. The applicant shall submit 2 copies 
of application form to the fair authority. If all 
available space is booked before February 
28. 1982. the date on which the space is 


fully booked shall be the closing date of 
application. 

B. Contract 

Upon receipt of application, the fair authority 
will return to the applicant one copy of the 
application form signed by the fair authority 
with a map showing the allotted area and 
location of the space The application, when 
received by the fair authonty. shall be 
deemed to constitute a contract effective 
from the date of arrival. All fees and ex¬ 
penses payable to the fair authority shall be 
remitted in U S dollars to the bank listed 
under heading Remittance Bank The fair 
authority will not be bound by any condition 
presented by the application in connection 
with his application 


Cancellation: The contract shall be invali¬ 
dated and no refund shall be made if: 

1. The applicant cancelled his particpation for 
any reason after submitting his application. 

2. The applicant fails to pay the balance (50%) 
of the rental charge due by August 31, 1982. or 

3. The applicant does not notify the fair author¬ 
ity of his work site schedule by September 2. 
1982 


Handling of Exhibits: The fair authority will 
designate the fair site as a bonded area. All 
exhibits and other related materials must be 
transported to the fair site under bonded 
conditions from the port of arrival. In order to 
transport his necessary materials in bond to the 
fair site, the exhibitor must submit the following 
documents to the fair authority or forwarding 
companies designated by the fair authonty': 


5 Copies (with 1 original) 
5 Copies (with 1 original) 
5 Copies (with 1 original) 


Bill of loading 
Picking list 
Invoice 
Certificate of 
Origin 3 copies (with 1 original) 

(Detailed information will be sent to exhibitors 
upon receipt of application) 


Customs Duty: The exhibitor must pay 
customs duties in the following cases: 

1. When proceeding to obtain an import permit 
for selling, consuming, or transferring the 
exhibit goods to a third party, and/or 
2 When all or part of the exhibit goods are lost 
(for any reason). 
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Arrival and Ramoval of Exhibits: 

A. Arrival 

All the exhibits and other related materials 
shall be brought to the fair site from the 
starting date of the rental period stipulated 
in Article No. 19. 

0. Removal 

All the exhibits and other related materials 
shall be removed from the fair site within 4 
days for indoor exhibitors and within 7 days 
for outdoor exhibitors from October 19, 
1982. Removal of all the exhibits and other 
related materials from the fair site may take 
the following forms: Re-export. Sales. 
Donation. Others. All forms of removal are 
subject to the import customs tanff law and 
related laws of the Republic of Korea. 

Submleelon ol Drawings: The exhibitor 
must submit his plans and drawings for .his 
rented space not later than May 31,1982, to the 
fair authority. 

The drawings should contain detailed plans 
for electricity, water, telephone, and other 
installations and are subject to the approval of 
the fair authority. 

Display: The exhibitor is allowed to install 
display fittings, decorations, signboards, dres¬ 
sing rooms, etc, within his rented 9pace The 
height of display fittings and decorative mate¬ 
rials shall be as stipulated under heading Exhibi¬ 
tion Areas and Basic Conditions 

Advertisements, Special Events end De¬ 
monstrations: The exhibitor may distribute 
printed matter or organize special events or 
demonstrate products within his rented space. 
However, such activities may be restricted or 
prohibited by the fair authority if they disturb 
good order or cause damage to persons or 
property or interfere with the management of 
the fair. In case of an accident caused by the 
above mentioned activities, the exhibitor shall 
be liable to pay for damanges. 

The fair authonty will grant approval for such 
events upon receipt of the request. 

National Day: Government or public organi¬ 
zations may hold their respective national day 
ceremonies at the fair site during the fair period. 
The fair authority will grant approval for such 
ceremonies upon receipt of the request 

Insurance: The exhibitor is requested to 
insure his exhibit and related materials against 
all acertamable risks for the entire penod of 
transportation and display and also to take 
necessary measures for the safeguarding of 
exhibited goods. 

Restoration: Each exhibitor is obliged to 
restore his rented space to its original state 
after the fair at his own expense within the 
rental penod. If and when the fair authority 
must carry out restoration work due to negli¬ 
gence or delay on the part of the exhibitor in 
restoring his rented space, alt expenses result¬ 
ing from such work shall be borne by the 
exhibitor. 

Be ot ri ctt y, T e l e ph one, Water: The fair au¬ 
thority will install, in compliance with the 
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exhibitor's request, any or all of these facilities 
at a place close to his rented exhibit site. The 
fair authority will supply general lighting equal to 
400 luxes combining natural and electric light 
only for the indoor area. The exhibitor shall bear 
any and all consumption and installation ex¬ 
penses for electricity, telephone, water The 
available electricity i9 as follows: 

A. C. single phase (2-wire): 120V (60Hz). 
220V (60Hz) 

A.C three phase (3-wire): 220V (60Hz). 380V 
(60Hz) 

(Detailed regulations will be provided by the 
fair authority). 

Admission Tickets: The fair authority will 
furnish all exhibitors with free admission tickets 
during the necessary period according to cntena 
established by the fair authonty 

Public Advertising: The fair authority will 
carry out extensive public relations campaigns 
at home and abroad to maximize the impact of 
the fair and may publish the Fair News during 
the period of the fair to report on its progress 
and provide general information. Exhibitors may 
utilize this magazine by furnishing information 
for publication therein 

Official Catalogue The fair authority will 
publish an official catalogue in English and all 
exhibitors shall be listed in the catalogue 

Advertisement In the Catalogue: Those 
who wish to advertise in the catalogue should 
submit the prescribed form along with re¬ 
quested materials and payment not later than 
May 31 1982. 

Photographing, Copying of the Exhibits: 

Photographing and copying of the exhibits in 
any way are strictly prohibited without the 
permission of the fair authority or exhibitor. 

Settlement of Charges: Any and all ex¬ 
penses chargeable against exhibitors must be 
paid before the close of the fair. 

Cancellation Contingency end Settlement 

of Disputes: If the fair is cancelled by force 
majeure, the fair authority will not refund any 


payments made by the exhibitors to the fair 
authority, and any disutes between the fair 
authority and the exhibitors shall be settled in 
accordance with the laws of the Republic of 
Korea. 


Service Companies: At the request of the 
exhibitors, the fair authority will recommend 
rehable domestic firms callable of providing 
such services as installation work, transporta¬ 
tion, constructs, customs clearance, prefabri¬ 
cated stand and furniture rentals, etc. 

Fair Site Facilities: Open Theater, Confer¬ 
ence Room (125 seats, 35 mm/18 mm projec¬ 
tor. slide projector). Bank, Telex Room, Post 
Office, Customhouse. Restaurant, Tennis 
Court 

Fair Authority: Korea Trade Promotion Cor¬ 
poration 

C.PO. Box 1621 Seoul. Korea 
TELEX: K27326, K23659 
CABLE: KOTRA SEOUL 
TELEPHONE: (02) 23^181/9 

Remittance Bank: 

Korea Exchange Bank 

Account No 0606 RA81-2 KOTRA 

TELEX. K24244, K24245. K27254, K27237 

CABLE KOEXBANK SEOUL 

TEL: (02) 778-6423/7 

ADD #25-5, Choongmu-Ro 1 Ga. Chung-Gu, 
Seoul, Korea 

Subsidiary Regulations: The fair authority 
will provide more detailed Subsidiary Regula¬ 
tions covering various technical points men¬ 
tioned in the present General Regulations. The 
Subsidiary Regulations will be forwarded to 
each exhibitor through appropriate channels. 

For further information please write to: 

Koras Trade Office 

Embassy of the Republic of Korea 

B-9/1B, Vacant Vlhar 

New Delhi-110087 

Tel: 074702, 676344 

Tlx: 031-4426 KTRA IN 
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1981:FIVE MAJOR 
NATIONAL EVENTS 


1 President Chun Doo Hwan was s worn in as the 12th President of the 
Republic of Korea 

2. President Chun seen with President Reagan of the United States. 
during the former's state visit to the USA. 

3. President Chun visited the five ASEAN countries. Malysia, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Singapore and Philippines m the month of the May-June 

4. in the year 1981 Korea's exports exceeded $20billion mark 
S Seoul was selected as the venue for the 1988Olympics 

(Courtesy Korea Newsrevmw) 



vrsaKtM MftA/S lAWllAPY TO 





1982-The Year of the Dog 


982 is the ' Year of the Dog," the eleventh sign 
of the Oriental zodiac 

The dog is the oldest domestic animal, 
closest friend of man and a symbol of unswerv¬ 
ing loyalty 

There are many legends in Korea related to the 
dog transmitted orally and through written 
records. A typical story found in "Tongguk Yoji 
Sungram," an unofficial record of past events in 
Korea, follows. 

The story of the "Dog Tree Village" concerns 
a poet named Kim Ik-son who was saved from a 
bush fire by his faithful dog Kim was heavily 
inebriated when he staggered along a mountain 
trail on his way home accompanied by his dog 
from a party in another village He stumbled, fell 
down and fell asleep 

When he awoke, his dog was nowhere to be 
seen and the trees around him and been 
reduced to ashes 

The faithful dog dipped itself in a nearby 
stream and dampened the grass around the 
man with its drenched body again and again to 
keep its master from the raging fire The dog 
continued this process until the master was 
safe, but from exhaustion the dog collapsed and 
died. 

Kim was so sad over the death of his loyal 
dog that he wrote a poem, made a nice tomb, 
buried it, and drove a wooden stick in the 
ground in front of the grave All of a sudden, the 
dead wood stick began sprouting and flowers 
bloomed all over 

From this incident, the people in Koyong- 
hyon, Namwon-gun Cholla Pukto, renamed the 
village to Ohyon-yok (Dog Tree Village) and 
named the poem "Kyonbun-gok" (Dog Tomb 
Song) 

It is believed that dogs became domesticated 
sometime in the early Paleolithic Age 12,000 to 
20.000 years ago. The oldest evidence of the 
domesticated dogs in Korea is the tumulus 
murals from the Koguryo Kingdom (37 B C. to 
668). In the Muyong-chong Tomb mural of 
Koguryo is a life-size hunting dog painted in one 
corner. 

No picture of the dog has been found since in 
either the Three Kingdom Period or the Koryo 
Dynasty (918 to 1392) The earliest painting 
after the Koguryo murals is those of artist Yi Am 
of the early Yi period m 1499 Among the 
famous pictures of the dogs are the "Black 
Dog'* and the "Picture of the Dog" by Kim 
Tu-fyang in 1696 and the "Dog Barking at Moon 
Under Paulownia Tree" by'Chang Sung-op 
(1843-1897). 
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Different Purposes 

Records show that over 300 different kinds of 
dogs exist in the world and that the largest one 
measures 223 cm or 100 times the size of the 
smallest. In terms of weight, the former is 
almost 200 times heavier than the latter 
In ancient times. Koreans also regarded dogs 
as forecaster of bad luck. Normally, the dogs 
indicated a bad omen by behaving strangely 
Korea has a special breed of dog called 
Chindo-kyon This dog is raised on an island 
named Chin-do hence the breed name 
This dog was officially designated as a 
protected animal 44 years ago and a law was 
passed 15 years ago for proper care of the dog 


There are no reliable records indicating that 
Chindo-kyon originated from Chin Island It has 
been only orally transmitted among the people 
on the island that it came from China on board a 
wrecked Sung Dynasty trading boat. Others 
claimed that the dog came during the Sambyol- 
cho Korean-Mongol Conflict from 1270 to 1273. 

Opinions have been expressed in some 
quarters to use Chindo-kyon as the mascot of 
the 1988 Seoul Olympiad on the grounds that 
the dog is unique and is raised only in Korea 
The Year of the Dog reminds Koreans of the 
need for improved protection ol the Chindo- 
kyon and other dogs 


16th Century hanging sc toll in tnk and light cutout of "A Dog and Puppies" by Yi Am (National Museum of Koroa) 
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DAEWOO SHIPYARD DEDICATED 
Okpo, the Largest Dock 


A huge shipyard, whose annual ship-building 
capacity totals 1.200,000 tons, was dedi¬ 
cated in Okpo Bay. Kyongsang Namdo, 
recently with President Chun Doo Hwan and 
other dignitaries attending 
Spread over a vast expanse of 400,000 pyong 
(one pyong equals 3.3 sq. m), the shipyard was 
built at a cost of $441 million by the Daevtoo 
Ship-building and Heavy Machinery Co over the 
last eight years 

Wth the dedication of the shipyard. Korea 
becomes fifth among world shipbuilding coun¬ 
tries only behind Japan. Sweden, West Ger¬ 
many and Spain Its total annual shipbuilding 
capacity reches 4 million tons. 

During a dedication ceremony, President 
Chun said that the continuous growth of the 
shipbuilding industry is vital for the achieve¬ 
ment of the economic and social development 
goals which the nation has pursued. 

"In view of this, I expect that the nation's 
shipbuilding industry will undertake to play an 
important part in the achievement of a second 
economic takoff," the President said. 

Noting that the government will consider 
extending various kinds of support for the 
development of the shipbuilding industry, he 
said that the growth in the field can be stepped 
up through the united efforts of businessmen, 
technicans and workers concerned. 


With the completion of the shipyard. Korea's 
annual shipbuilding capacity has increased from 
2.800.000 tons to four million tons 
The Okpo shipyard falls slightly behind the 
Hyundai Heavy Industries Co's two million ton 
annual capacity Ulsan shipyard—the nation's 
largest in annual total shipbuilding capacity 
But Daewoo's main dock, 530 meters long, 
131 meters wide and 14 5 meters deep, is the 
largest in the world 

The huge main dock, capable of building up to 
a 1 million DWT (dry weight ton) ship, thwarts 
two 22,500-ton-class chemical tankers currently 
under construction in the same dock for a 
Norwegian client. 

The Okpo shipyard is located at a historically 
interesting place The site of the shipyard, 
which was created through reclaimation of 
previous sea coast, is the very place where 
some 400 years ago Korea's most revered navy 
hero. Admiral Vi Sun-shin sank a fleet of 50 
invading Japanese warships to turn the tide of 
the seven-year-long war in favour of Korea 
By successfully completing one of the 
world's most modern shipyards Korea has 
taken an important step toward realizing the 
dream of being the world's first shipbuilding 
country by bettering its neighboring country 
For the first nine months of last year alone, 
Korea has obtained a total of $1,870 million 


worth of shipbuilding orders (58 ships with 
combined 1,250,000 DWT) from abroad to 
become the second largest shipbuilding expor¬ 
ter closely behind Japan 
Korea has a total of $3,280 million (for 
2,660,000 DWT) of backlog at the moment, 
which is sufficient to keep local shipyards busy 
well into the mid-1980s 
One of the most characteristic points of 
Daewoo's new shipyard is that it is capable of 
building a whole range of vessels, from simple 
bulk carriers through oil tankers to specially- 
designed chemical tankers and liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) tankers requiring special materials 
and higher levels of shipbuilding technology. 

Daewoo has already won a total of $1,100 
million worth of shipbuilding orders from abroad 
including a $150 million order from the diver¬ 
sified American contracting firm, Bechtel, for 
construction of a modern seawater treatment 
plant. 

Among its major orders are eight units of 
semi-submersible and jack-up type offshore oil 
drilling rigs worth $484 million for the firms in 
the United States and United Kingdom 
Behind Daewoo's successful dedication of its 
Okpo shipyard is close technical cooperation 
with world-leadingt shipbuilding engineering 
companies, a Daewoo official aid. 

Daewoo Shipyard 





WOMEN __ 

Literary 

Excellence 

A MATEUR women writers carried 
away many prizes for new writers 
at this year's literary contest spon¬ 
sored by major Korean language daily 
newspapers. 

Of the 41 winners, 12 were vyomen 
—a rarity in the past. 

Many literary aspirants have applied 
for the New Year literary contest- 
which consists of seven different 
categories including novel, poetry and 
play. 

The six newspapers sponsored the 
literary contest were the Chosun llbo. 
The Dong-A llbo, the Hankook llbo, 
the Joong-ang Daily News, the Kyun- 
ghyang Daily News and the Seoul 
Shinmun. 

Among the successful applicants, 
Ms.Kim Sin-ae won two second prizes 


in the Chosun llbo’s and the Kyun- 
ghyang Daily News' play section and 
poet Chong Yong-min made his liter¬ 
ary debut with the novel by winning 
the top prize in the Chosun llbo's 
novel section. 

Mrs. Han Tae-sook. who has 
already directed many dramas, was 
selected as the winner of the top prize 
in the Joong-ang Daily News' play 
section. 

Among the 12 women who made 
their literary debut in the event, Mrs. 
Lee Dok-jae, Mrs. Lee Sang-rye, Mrs. 
Kim Yong-hee and Mrs. Kim Kyong-ja 
are housewives. 

Enlightenment 

Work 

M OST of the work plans prepared 
by various women's organiza¬ 
tions in Korea for the new year 
emphasize the importance of per¬ 
forming enlightenment work for the 
improvement of women's status in 


society and expansion of their activi¬ 
ties both at home and abroad. 

The National Council of Women is 
busy sending invitations to all member 
states of the Internal council of Women 
(ICW) for the ICW's 23rd Triennial 
meeting slated in Seoul from Sept. 20 
through Oct. 1, 1982. 

The council is meticulously prepar¬ 
ing for the international meeting 
which will be the biggest in scale ever 
held in Korea. About 1,000 women 
leaders from various countries are 
scheduled to attend the meeting in¬ 
cluding Ms. Simone Weil, president of 
the Europe Women's association. To 
ensure success, the head of the pre¬ 
paratory committee Hong Sook-ja has 
already discussed the upcoming 
event with the board members from 
different countries who participated in 
the board meeting at Chanpially. 
France, last November. 

The topic of the ICW meeting will 
be on "Women and the International 
Development Strategy Contact of the 
Present World Economy Crisis." 


SEOUL INTERNATIONAL MEETS 


UNITY OF THE 
SCIENCES 

A four-day mammoth international 
scientific meeting was held in 
Seoul, last November, with the 
participation of over 850 representa¬ 
tives from over eleven countries. 

The theme of the conference. 


named the Unity of Sciences, was a 
'Search for Absolute Values and Crea¬ 
tion of the New World'. 

The conference was sponsored by 
the International Cultural Foundation. 
The four-day International Conference 
on the Unity of Sciences assembly 
conducted discussions on a wide 
range of subjects under the theme, 
"Search for values and the Creation of 
the New World." 


Symposium 
on Toegye 

^TOEGYE" the great philosopher 
I during the middle of Yi Dynasty 
B (1392-1910), was very keen to 
civilize the country and construct an 
ideal type of state through Neo- 
Confucianism. 

This statement was made by a 
prominent scholar at an international 
symposium on Toegye and his 
thought held in Seoul last month. 

The international symposium, spon¬ 
sored by the Korea Institute for Re¬ 
search of Toegye thought, was 
attended by some 60 scholars and 
philosophers. from six countries, on 
the occasion of the 460th anniversary 
of his birthday on November 25. 

The six countries were the United 
States, Japan, the Republic of China, 
Switzerland, the Netherlands and the 
host, Korea. 

Prof. Lee In-ki from the Institute 
said that-Toegye, thp penname of Yi 
Hwang (1501-1570) was known to 
most Koreans as a solitary philo¬ 
sopher. 


Inaugural session of the International Conference of the Unity of Sconce in Seoul 

ITERN AT IONAL 
HE UNITY OF 
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SPORTS AND GAMES 


/i 


IOC Chief to 
visit both Koreas 


J UAN Antonio Samaranch, president of the 
International Olympic Committee, plans to 
visit North and South Korea next April to 
try to ensure a full entry in the 1988 Olympic 
Games in Seoul according to an AP dispatch 
from Sarajevo. 

He was asked at a news conference about 
rumours that the Communist regime in North 
Korea would boycott the games in the South 
"I do not like this word boycott." Mr. Samar¬ 
anch said. "As far as I am concerned it went out 
of use after Moscow Olympics " 

He added: "I .est assure that Seoul is 
confident that all National Olympic Committees 
will take part in the games." 

Mr. Samaranch added that no country can be 
compelled to compete in the Olympics His 
predecessor, Lord Killanm. repeatedly said the 
same thing when the US- led boycott of 
Moscow Olympics was building up following 
Soviet intervention in Afghanistan. 

But Mr. Samaranch said Olympic rules now 
call for sanctions against any national Olympic 
Committee which accepts an invitation to com¬ 
pete in the games and then withdraws 
The IOC Executive Board ended three days of 
talks with the international winter sports federa¬ 
tions in Sarajevo, where the winter games are 
to be held in 1984. 


Dutch athletic 
•Xpert praise 
Korea's sports 


A Dutch track and field expert said Korea 
must start to invite able foreign coaches 
and use them to train young Koreans, 
.Arfffan Paglen, honorary president of the 
Irilemational Amateur Athletics Federation 
<lAAF) r made the remark last month when 
asked by reporters for suggestions to enhance 
Xdrea's competitiveness in track and field in 
Taekwondo centre, in southeastern Seoul. 

He met the reporters at Kukkiwon, the world 
taekwondo centre, in southeastern Seoul. 


Paulen, 70, who until before last summer had 
been the head of the world's mpst prestigious 
track end field federation, visited Korea for the 
second time last year. His visit in August was as 
4 member of an lOC fact-finding mission drv 
Scours venue bid) for the 1988 Olympic Games, 
vAfter seeing (fie looming Seoul Sports Com- 
fjfex at Chamaif and sports leaders, Paulen. 
;#eked Seoul as needy end datable site Tor 
f988 Olympicf» hiateport to 
«na I Q*i ^ (lOCk « 
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"The young are enthusiastic and they will 
take over anyhow the Olympic movement," 
Paulen said, adding that “to the young, the 
Olympic Games are like heaven." 

When asked about chances of Taekwondo, 
the Korean martial art. becoming one of the 
events at the 1988 Seoul Olympics, Paulen said 
it is possible. He said it is customary that one or 
two sports that are most popular in a host 
country are held as programme sports during 
the Olympic Games 

"In that respect," he said, "the chances of 
the Korean national sport, Taekwondo, becom¬ 
ing an event at the 1988 Seoul Olympics are 
very good 

"However," the senior international sports 
leader said, "it will depend on how hard the 
host nation's Olympic committee pushes the 
matter with the IOC " 


Seoul studens 
win Asia 
Soccer tourney 

S EOUL beat Canton 1-0 to win the 
intercity schools invitational soccer tour¬ 
nament held in Hongkong 
The winning goal came from striker Yoo 
Kwang-yol in the 51st minute after a scoreless 
first half Yoo drove a powerful shot when the 
Korean boys were awarded a free-kick near the 
edge of the box. 

Bangkok beat another Chinese team from 
Meizhou 2-0 to take the third place. 


KOC to push 
active sports 
Diplomacy in '82 


T HE Korean Olympic Committee (KOC). 
which succeeded last year in winning the 
rights to hold the 1988 Asian Games and 
the 1988 Summer Olympics will continue its 
global sports dimlomacy this year, too, Cho 
S«kH»; president of the KOC said In his New 
Year address. 

Tha KOC President said, "We, ae sportsmen, 
win push ahead in quest of amicable relations 
with sportsmen or women of aU netions, 
ragerdldss of politics, ideology, religion, custom 
or race,.* that, the Olympics' jn Seoul in 1988 
. win ba a surpass." -'p' ^ 

' "it do*n;i|patter if wfMfcvftdfglQiigtlp das 
vYtththamof not, and weyWalweys welcome 
with great anticipation those who wish to visit 


Korea for any invitational or other international 
sports in Seoul." he said. 

Noting there have been great achievements 
in the amicable sports exchanges with the third 
world non-aligned bloc countries over the past 
year, Mr Cho said, "such efforts will be 
continued with relentless efforts in the new 
year." 

Korean Spikers 
sweep titles 
at Dutch tourney 


T HE Korean men's and women's volleyball 
teams took both titles in the Dutch interna¬ 
tional volleyball tournament held in Adel- 
doorn. West of Amsterdam. 

The Korean spikers triumphed over their host, 
the Dutch nationals 3-0, in |ust one hour and 40 
minutes. 


SPOREXKOR '82 
sports goods 
exhibition 
in Seoul 


L EADING companies from Korea and 
abroad are expected to participate in the 
SPOREXKOR 82, the first Sports Exhibi¬ 
tion in Korea, to be held at the Korea Exhibition 
Centre (KOEX) June 11-27, 1982 
Among the applicants are leading local busi¬ 
ness groups including Hyosung. Daewoo. Ban- 
do, Sangsa. and Kukje and such renowned 
overseas sporting goods manufacturers as Spa- 
da of Italy, Nissen International of England. 
Bolidt of the Netherlands, and Minzo of Japan. 

The event will provide local firms an oppor¬ 
tunity to make contacts with overseas manufac¬ 
turers for technical cooperation or joint ven¬ 
tures. and local importers will get an opportun¬ 
ity for sales promotion of their imported goods 
as well 
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RELIGIONS AND FAITHS 


CONFUCIANISM 


Korea was known as 
the "Moral Kingdom in 
the East". This is mainly 
due to the influence of 
Cofucianism, which 
embraces a moral and 
ethical system, a philoso¬ 
phy of life and inter¬ 
personal relations, a 
code of conduct, and a 
method of government, 
all viable enough to have 
taken place of more 
orthodox religious be¬ 
liefs in China for 
thousands of years; and 
the same held . true in 
Korea. Confucian tradi¬ 
tion has been strongly 
entrenched in Korea for 
over 500 years. Its in¬ 
fluence in the society is 
visible even today. 

T HERE is endless argument 
over whether the tents of the 
Chinese sage Confucius, and the 
social institutions based on these 
tenets constitute a religion or not. It is 
true that there is no deity in the 
Confucian system (Heaven when re¬ 
ferred to represents Fate or Things As 
They Are or the Moral Imperative of 
Kant, not a personified God), and no 
cosmogony. 

On the other hand, Confucianism 
does embrace a moral and ethical 
system, a philosophy of life and inter¬ 
personal relations, a code of conduct, 
and a method of government, all 
viable enough to have taken place of 
more orthodox religious beliefs in 
China for thousands of years, and the 
same held true in Korea. 

The philosophy of Confucius en¬ 
tered Korea at nearly the same time 
as the religion of guddha, and had a 
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strong influence on social and govern¬ 
mental institutions. But it was not until 
the establishment of the Yi dynasty and 
its ousting of Buddhism from political 
influence in the late 14th century that 
Confucianism was elevated to the sta¬ 
tus of state cult, a position left vacant by 
the disestablishment of Buddhism. 

Education in the Chinese classics, 
and particularly the ethical and philo¬ 
sophical books of Confuscius became 
the sole basis of education; and erudi¬ 
tion represented the only path to 
social and political success. State ex¬ 
aminations, which many failed and 
took over and over again for years 
while dependent on their families for 
supports as students, determined the 
criteria for advancement of the scho¬ 
lar-administrator, the only career 
which a man of talent and breeding 
could honourably pursue. 

Confucianism at best did insure 
stability and security within the sys¬ 
tem, but was woefully inadequate to 
meet challenges from outside, 


whether military, political or social. 
Korea thus became the "Hermit King¬ 
dom" until the painful period late in 
the 19th century when the old system 
went into protracted death agonies 
due to overwhelming incursions from 
Japan and the Western powers. 

To this day, many aspects of Confu¬ 
cianism remain central to the Korean 
character, for good or ill. The Korean is 
intensely loyal to his family and clan, a 
positive virtue. 

At the beginning of 1980, Confu¬ 
cianism had 232 meeting places; 
9580 moral teachers and 4,925,000 
adherents. 

A memorial ceremony in honour of 
Confucius and his principal pisciples is 
held twice a year, in spring and fall, at 
Seoul's Songgyungwan Shrine. The 
occasion, however, is not a legal 
holiday. 

Prayer on tho birth anniversary of Confucius, below,, 
and facing page clockwise from top left. A rituals at tho 
shrine , the colourful anuent costumes for a Confucian 
rite, and confucian ceremonial orchestra 






Confucius’ 

Birthday 


Society and Korean Sonbi (Gentle¬ 
man) Spirit," sponsored by the 
University. Soh Chong-ki, deputy 
director of the Oriental Culture 
Study Institute, gave a speech on 
the attitude of traditional Korean 
gentleman. 

Sonbi, Korean name for tradition¬ 
al gentlemen, is one who is aware 
of the human principle and who 


As Sonbi has strong will and 
clear knowledge, he can become a 
pioneer of mankind and vanguard 
of the nation. And his lofty ideas 
and ability are vital to the develop¬ 
ment of society. 

Sonbi has played a key role in 
every segment of society. There¬ 
fore the countreis of Asia have 
never neglected to cultivate and 


T HE 2523rd birth anniversary 
of Confucius was celebrated 
on September 28, last year. In 
a function organised at the Confu- 
cian Hall of Sungkyunkwan Univer¬ 
sity in Seoul, more than 300 Confu- 
cian scholars and students 
attended a lecture on "Modern 


adheres to the human morals and 
ethics. A Sonbi should also be a 
paragon of honesty, justice and 
cleanliness. 

With clear reason, a Sonbi should 
have insight into reality. Those who 
are idle or infatuated easily can not 
be a gentleman. 


support the Sonbi spirit. 
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AVALOKITESVARA OF KORYO PREHISTORIC BRONZE ARTIFACTS 


A N investigation team of two Korean professors has recently 
confirmed that a Seated Avalokitesvara, which was disco¬ 
vered at the Taesung Buddhist Temple on Mt Sapul in 
Sanpuk-myon, Munkyong-gun. Kyongsang Pukto, is one of the few 
gilt-bronze Avalokitesvaras now in existence dating back to Korea's 
Koryo Kingdom (918-1392) 

This confirmation was made by Profs Hwang Su-yong and Chang 
Chung-sik of Dongguk University in Seoul, when they were engaged 
in an on-the-spot investigation there to examine related materials. 
They suspected that the Buddhist temple, which is believed to have 
been built during the reign of King Chmpyong (579-632) of the Silla 
Kingdom ( B.C. 57-935), might have the Buddhist image 
According to many Korea scholars, such gilt-bronze Avalokitesvara 
(the Bodhistattva of Compassion) dating back to the Koryo Kingdom 
is extremely rare Most of the Koryo Buddhist images, which are 
now in existence, are those made of stone or iron, they say. 

According to the two investigators, the newly discovered seated 
Avalokitesvara. measuring 85 cm. high, wore a crown Its body was 
dressed in a robe which hung from the shoulders, and its chest and 
knees were brilliantly adorned with decorations The body, eyes and 
cheeks retained the typical beauty of the Koryo Buddhist images, 
they explained 

When engaged in the research work, the team also found a Koryo 
seated Maitreya near the Buddhist temple which is a target of 
interest among Korean historians in that the Buddhist image is large 
in size 

The image measured six meters in height and had brilliantly 
designed sculptural decorations characteristic of the Koryo stone 
Buddhist figures It stood on a large stone base decorated with lotus 
flowers. The base measured 3 7 metres wide 


F OUR bronze mirrors, a sword handle and two bracelets which 
date back to 300 B C have been discovered recently with 
dozens of other artifacts from the royal tombs of the Silla 
Kingdom (57 B C to 935) in Choyang-dong, Kyongju. the capital of 
the ancient kingdom, the Ministry of Culture and Information said, 
last month. 

Discovered with the prehistoric bronze artifacts w^re a number of 
iron objects, such as large iron axes, swords and knives in 
lacquerware sheaths, and eight iron plates which protected the 
edges of the coffin in the tomb 
Because they were found in a tomb built in the first century, 
archaeologists assert that production of iron objects in large 
quantities were already in progress in that century and that they 
raise questions about the dates of the Silla Kingdom 
Excavation of the earthenpit tombs in Chongyang-dong, Kyongju 
began in 19/9 and has been continuing in four phases The last and 
fourth phase excavation work is scheduled to be completed 
The items also include three glass necklaces and a number of 
earthenware items, among them a jar with two ox-horn shaped 
handles on the shoulder 

The rare archaeological finds from an ancient burial mound in the 
capital of the old Silla Kingdom may shed new light on the missing 
link between the demise of the early Korean tribal states and the 
consolidation of the Silla dynasty Spanning a period of some five 
centuries sandwiched between the outset of the Christian Era and 
the age of Kimhae Civilisation or the Original Three Kindgoms, it 
remained largely in the dark 

The interval between the period of plain pottery with no patterns 
and the advent of the Iron Age in the Korean peninsula has been 
veiled in mystery for lack of relevant historical documentation 



KOREAN NEWS JANUARY '82 



SOFTENING ON AUEN CAPITAL 

T HE tough regulations governing the repatriation of foreign 
equity capital and returns therefrom will likely to be softened 
shortly as part of the government's ongoing efforts to 
decontrol international capital transactions on a gradual basis. 

Reliable sources at the Ministry of Finance said that foreign 
investors will shortly be relieved from the current obligations of 
getting prior approval from the minister of finance when they 
withdraw part or all of their equity capital or remit home investment 
returns. 

When the proposed decontrolling package is cleared through the 
necessary administrative procedures, foreign investors can repatri¬ 
ate principals or returns simply by notifying the main bank of their 
repatriation plans, they said. 

This change, which is sure to bring the nation a step closer to a 
system of two-way f ree investment, is expected to come into force 
from this year. 

Presently, foreign businessmen in Korea are regulated under the 
Foreign Exchange Control Act in connection with their investment 
repatriation. The red tape involved has often come under fire from 
them. 

The source said, “Now the government wants to give them 
something solid and prove that its reiterated pledge to serve their 
convenience was more than just lip-service " 

Besides eliminating the prior approval requirement, the govern¬ 
ment will no longer bind those foreign investors to time-consuming 
documentation after the repatriations. The main banks will be 
allowed to do that on behalf of "their customers. 

KCCI TO BOOST ECONOMIC TIES 

T HE Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) plans to 
team up with chambers from non-aligned nations to establish 
bilateral private economic cooperation with them. The cham¬ 
ber's drive is in line with the government's open door policy and is 


ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


also designed to help diversify international markets for Korean- 
made commodities. 

Furthermore, the chamber is working on measures to invigourate 
the activities of the 20 existing bilateral economic committees 
affiliated with the chamber. The "enhanced trade diplomacy 1 * is part 
of the chamber's 1982 policy package, which was passed by the 
chamber's extraordinary general meeting held, last month. 

The KCCI, headed by Chung Soo-chang, pointed to the accelera¬ 
tion of the introduction of advanced technology and capital as one of 
the prime policies the chamber will push. The private economic 
forum said that it would encourage the dispatch and invitation of 
sales missions to boost economic ties between Korea and foreign 
countries 

INDIA BUYS $100 M. KOREAN 
SHIPS 

H YUNDAI Corporation, trading arm of the Hyundai Business 
Group, has recently signed a $100 million contract to build 
four bulk earners of about 38,000 dwt class for the South 
India Shipping Corporation. 

The vessels are to be constructed by Hyundai Heavy Industries. 
Korea's largest shipbuilder, at its Ulsan shipyard. Delivery is slated 
for the first half of 1983, the company officials said. 

This is the first new building contract Korea secured from India 
which began to order vessels under the sixth five-year fleet 
expansion plan. 

The propulsion of each vessel will be provided by a Hyundai-B & 
W5L67GA or Hyundai-B & W5L67BE unit developing 8,4000 BHP at 
113 RPM and giving a service speed of 14 knots. The principal 
dimensions are length overall 190.10 metres, breadth moulded 
28.40 metres and draft moulded 11.00 metres, they said. 

With this order, the contract amount booked by Hyundai in the 
first 11 months of last year jumped to $1 billion for a total of 22 
vessels including 11 container ships and 8 bulk carriers, they added. 


Hyundai Shipyard’s dock Ships for India will be built at this shipyard 
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Muyunyhwa or the Hose of 
Sharon, the national flower of 
Korea This blooms from late 
spring to early autumn. 















VERY INTERESTING 


I was delighted to see the November- 
December issue of Korean News Articles and 
news stories were very interesting, columns on 
Indo-Korean Relations and economy need parti¬ 
cular mention Layout and design were also 
excellent, especially the cover and centre- 
spread 

R.P Agarwala 
Chief Executive 
Eastern Economist 
New Delhi 


INTERNATIONAL 

FRIENDSHIP 

Korean News is very useful in understanding 
Korea’s industrial development and its interna 
tional friendship activities It also covers a lot on 
the nation's -sports activities 
P. Mathialagan 
Kalai Selvi I Ham 
Bose Nagar 

Pudukkottai, Tamil Nadu 


GREAT PROGRESS 

The great progress Korea has made has been 
well depicted through the pictures and articles 
in the November-December, 1981 issue as well 
as the earlier issues of the magazine 
U.K Chaturvedi 
Department of Botany 
Bareilly College 
Bareilly, UP 


ART AND ARCHAEOLOGY 

features on art and archaeology in the Korean 
News are read with great interest I am sure, 
archaeological excavations in Korea will attract 
growing attention of Indians thanks to the 
Korean News Folk lores and legends have also 
been interesting. 

Q.C. (Sbosh 
4. U( 2 tbodh Lane „ 

Calcutta. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

It was only through the columns of Korean 
New9 that I came to know that Korea is second 
in the world in shipbuilding. Congratulations to 
my Korean friends I am happy to know that 
Korea, as Asian country, is developing very fast. 
Chinmay Roy 
Roy Villa 

Santi Nagar. Telimura 
Tripura 


HOLDS HEAD HIGH 

Korean News vividly pictures Korea's cultural, 
social and economic activities Though a small 
country, Korea holds her head high among the 
developing countries 
KV Nair 
TC 23/1080 
Kunnumpuram House 
Valiyasala 
Trivandrum. Kerala 


LOTS OF INFORMATION 

I was very much impressed by the Novem¬ 
ber December issue of Korean News, It gives 
lots of information on Korea and its relationship 
with India. I feel that Korean News is one of the 
best published in India 
Abid Ali 

16. National Colony 
Ameer Nishan 
Aligarh, U P 


METICULOUS 

Korean News is a rich source of knowledge 
about the nice people and land of a great 
nation—Korea The features in the magazine 
are not only absorbing but also of educational 
value 

The magazine is meticulously edited, pro¬ 
fusely illustrated and it has an attractive format 
Prem Chand Dhiman 
Assistant Scientist 
Haryana Agricultural University 
Hissar, Haryana 


KOREA PAVILION 

I had been to the India International Trade Fair 
held recently in New Delhi and was one of the 
fortunate Indians to visit the Seoul Olympiad 
1988 Pavilion. Your pavilidn was wonderful. As I 
love sports and games I liked the pavilion more. 

Your magazine, Korean News, is equally good 
and useful to the vast number of sportsmen and 
women and school children. 

CK. Nandy 
Sports Officer- 
G-47 Shastry Avenue 
Bidhan Nagar 
Durgapur. 
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President Chun Doo Hwan delivering the New Yoer Policy Statement before the 
National Assembly on January 22. 1962 ^ 


EDITOR'S NOTE 


P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan, last month, put 
forward a new and concrete proposal for the 
unification of the country. In his New Year Policy 
Statement delivered before the National Assem¬ 
bly on January 22, President Chun revealed the 
new unification formula, which includes the 
adoption of a constitution of a unified Korea 
testifying to the commitment of the entire 
Korean people to unification. His proposal re¬ 
ceived worldwide acclaim. This proposal was 
followed up by a 20-point formula put forward by 
the Minister of National Unification Board, to 
expedite the implementation of President Chun's 
proposals. North Korea's response so far has 
been negative on these proposals. But the 
Republic of Korea would continue its sincere 
efforts for peaceful unification of the country. 

Art, whether traditional or modern, reflects the 
character, of a people, its cultural heritage. 
Korean sculptors, from time to time, have ex¬ 
ecuted works reminiscent of their culture and 
. history. Korean News In this issue carries an 
article on contemporary Korean sculpture. Our 
/ column Religion?! .arid Faiths, Features 

/istortjirtferea. 
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NEW YEAR POLICY 
STATEMENT 

In his New Year Policy Statement before the National Assembly on 
January 22, 1982, President Chun Doo Hwan made a new historical 
proposal for the reunification of the country. He has also given a broad 
outline of his government's policy on various administrative, finance 
and foreign policy matters. The president's disclosure of the unification 
formula before the National Assembly is also significant because of the 
fact that his proposals enjoy the wholehearted support of the nation's 
lawmaking body. Following are excerpts from his policy statement (the 
new unification formula appears in the South-North Relations column 
in this issue): 



President Chun presiding over (he first meeting of the newly formed Cabinet 


THE PRESIDENCY 



## «981 was a year in which we 
■ extricated ourselves from politic- 
lal and social chaos and restored 
stability, thus creating a new horizon 
for the nation. We have toiled hard, 
pooled our wisdom and risen with 
courage to cultivate and build a 
democracy ensuring economic well¬ 
being, social justice and innovation in 
education and culture. As a result, 
substantive progress was achieved, 
including a seven-percent economic 
growth—a reversal of the negative 
growth of 1980. 

"The past year was particularly sig¬ 
nificant in terms of foreign relations. 
Our self-confidence and the position 
of Korean in the international commun¬ 
ity was further reinforced through of¬ 
ficial visits to the United States of 
America and the five ASEAN countries. 
At the same time, the existing ties with 
other free nations were cemented 
and cooperation with the nonaligned 
nations expanded. Korean diplomacy 
has thus become very effective in 
diversifying, as well as improving, 
relations with the rest of the world. 
Furthermore, the January 12 and June 
5 proposals of last year, designed to 
ease tensions on the Korean peninsu¬ 
la and press forward with peaceful 
unification, are receiving ever- 
increasing and broadening support 
from the international community. 

International image 

"The international image of Korea is 
also embodied in the decision to 
award Seoul the 1988 Olympics, the 
greatest festival of mankind. Together 
with the awarding of the 1986 Asian 
Games to Seoul, this is a triumph of 
Korean diplomacy, made possible by 
national unity. 

"Economically, 1981 was a year of 
trials and adversities, which we over¬ 


came with tenacious inner strength, 
achieving even better results than 
originally projected. Although the ex¬ 
ports of industrial nations declined by 
one percent, Korea's exports rose by 
20 percent, owing chiefly to spectacu¬ 
lar growth in sales to Southeast Asia, 
the Middle East, Latin America and 
Africa Initially, prices were expected 
to increase more than 20 percent, but 
actual inflation remained at a level 
slightly above 10 percent. This should 
enable us to decrease the chronic 
inflation considerably and place the 


Korean economy on a stable founda 
tion. Determined efforts have beer 
made to promote economic progress 
and maturity by reinforcing business 
resilience, allowing greater autonomy 
in the banking industry, promoting e 
privately-led economic system anc 
opening wider the doors of the 
domestic market. These are very sig 
nificant developments, even though 
they may not produce quick tangible 
results. 

"Explaining his principal aims ir 
various areas of national administra 





tion for 1982 President Chun desired 
to step up efforts to expedite political 
modernization, thereby achieving 
greater political maturity. 

Foreign policy 

"As for foreign policy, the basic 
objective of our diplomatic en¬ 
deavours is not to engage in useless 
competition with North Korea not to 
isolate North Korea from the rest of 
the world. Neither is it to safeguard 
our interests alone at the expense of 
others. The ultimate goal of our di¬ 



plomatic policy is to ease tension and 
secure lasting peace in the Korean 
peninsula, thus paving a broad avenue 
for peaceful unification of the people 
and country. To this end, we will 
further broaden existing amicable and 
cooperative relations with allies and 
friends. 

"As I stressed during my visits to 
member countries of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations, this admi¬ 
nistration ■ is labouring to promote 
cooperative- relations with developing 
countries in situations similar to ours. 


We are striving to broaden existing 
relations not only with neighbouring 
Asian natins but also with countries in 
all other continents and regions, in¬ 
cluding Europe, the Middle East, Afri¬ 
ca and South America, while at the 
same time establishing new rela¬ 
tionships. 

"Furthermore, the government will 
place major emphasis on building 
bridges of dialogue with Communist 
nations. As a matter of fact, if Korea 
and Communist countries can de¬ 
velop through dialogue, a correct 
understanding of each other's posi¬ 
tion, it will help secure a lasting peace 
on the peninsula. 

Economic policy 

"Turning to economic policy for 
1982, the beginning of the Fifth Five- 
Year Economic and Social Develop¬ 
ment Plan, is the year to prepare for a 
second takeoff. Through increased 
employment and improved business 
resilience, it must be made a year of 
real growth in per capita national 
income. 

"Fortunately, the international 
prices of raw materials, especially oil, 
are expected to remain stable this 
year, while the growth rates of de¬ 
veloped economies are projected to 
go up appreciably Moreover, world 
trade is forecast to expand by about 
three percent compared with last 
year. 

"If this projection proves true, there 
will be greater opportunities to in¬ 
crease Korean exports, leading to the 
higher utilization of domestic indust¬ 
rial facilities, and consequently, to 
lower production costs. This should 
improve business profitability, thereby 
contributing to improvements in the 
financial structures of Korean indus¬ 
tries. 

"In view of these domestic and 
international developments, the gov¬ 
ernment has adopted the following 
economic goals for the new year: 
price stability; expansion of employ¬ 
ment opportunities; technical innova¬ 
tion to improve the international com¬ 
petitiveness of Korean industry; adv¬ 
anced training of manpower and en¬ 
hancement of product quality; con¬ 
tinued institutional reform to promote 
a market economy; vigorous con¬ 
servation of food and energy re¬ 


sources; and expansion of social wel¬ 
fare programmes. 

Healthy economy 

"If these policies are properly car¬ 
ried out, economic growth in 1982 
should exceed seven percent of last 
year. Depending on our efforts, it 
should be possible to reduce inflation 
to single digit figure. Furthermore, 
expanded exports and domestic sav¬ 
ing should improve the balance of 
payments, leading to a rise in real per 
capita income and consumption, 
which have stagnated for the past two 
years. 

"The economic policies for the new 
year are designed to improve the 
health of the economy and prepare a 
springboard for a second takeoff. I 
believe success depends on the ac¬ 
tive participation and cooperation of 
the entire Korean public, as well as on 
the dedicated and proper economic 
activities of the government, 
businesses and workers. 

Education and Culture 

"On educational and cultural poli¬ 
cies, he said it was superfluous to 
reiterate the importance of education 
to long-term development. He stres¬ 
sed that today we are confronted with 
a crisis of adaptation resulting from 
rapid industrialisation. In other words, 
our way of thought and abilities have 
yet to be effectively adjusted to the 
diverse and complex requirements of 
modern society, characterized in part 
by material growth. 

"The government is carrying out 
long and short term reforms with an 
unwavering determination to create 
an enduring atmosphere of integrity to 
permeate the entire society. 

"Opportunity does not present it¬ 
self frequently, but when it knocks, 
we must open the gate with a united 
effort. In this modern world, the gate 
to success does not open freely; it 
must be opened by man's determined 
endeavours. Renewing our pledge to 
open the gate by our own efforts and 
achieve without fail a great democra¬ 
cy ensuring the well-being of all and 
the long-cherished national goal of a 
unified homeland, I would like to 
appeal for the wholehearted participa¬ 
tion of each of you and all other 
citizens. 



THE NATION 


LONG-TERM 

ECONOMIC 

SCENARIO 

A long-term economic scenario, 
which spans the 17 years from 
1984 to 2000, will be drawn up 
for the first time in the nation. 

In a New Year briefing to President 
Chun Doo Hwan, Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter Kim Joon-sung said that within the 
first half of this year, the government 
will also introduce the new system 
under which the schedule for future 
import liberalization will be made pub¬ 
lic in advance. 

At the end of last year, the import 
liberalization ratio reached 74.8 per¬ 
cent. The government hopes to raise 
the ratio to 77 to 78 percent by the 
end of this year and to the "level 
prevailing in advanced countries" by 
1986, the final year of the fifth five- 
year economic and social develop¬ 
ment plan. 

Mr. Kim, who is also minister of 
economic planning, revealed that this 
year's prime priority will still be to 
maintain stability, as it has been in the 
past three years or so. Under the 
basic guideline, the government will 
tackle the six major tasks, laid down 
by President Chun in his New Year 
Policy Statement, he reported. 

The policy aims are to moderate the 
inflation rate at some 10 percent, 
achieve a seven percent or so growth 
in the total output of goods and 
services, boost exports through 
strengthened international competi¬ 
tiveness, foster market economy by 
streamlining various institutions, 
stage a wholesale drive for savings, 
and expand social welfare benefits. 

Prudence In 
Policy Programmes 

P RESIDENT Chun directed the 
cabinet to be "prudent” in car¬ 
rying out policy programmes 
which might affect the foreign ex¬ 
change rate. ' 


He told pertinent cabinet 
ministries to do away with any curren¬ 
cy devaluation which they might con¬ 
sider only to boost exports without 
considering the problems facing the 
national economy. 

President Chun gave the directives 
after receiving a New Year policy 
briefing from Minister of Finance Rha 
Woong-bae at Chong Wa Dae. 

The President called for the in¬ 
crease of domestic savings as, he 
said, this is a way to curb the accu¬ 
mulation of foreign debts. 

He said that if bank interest rates 
need to be readjusted downward, this 
should be done in "full consideration" 
of public savings trend. 

The President instructed the minis¬ 
try to place particular emphasis on the 
improvement of the financial structure 
of banks. 

Foreigners In 
Korean Firms 

A N increasing number of fore¬ 
igners are finding jobs at Korean 
firms as full-time regular em¬ 
ployees in line with the growing inter¬ 
nationalism of the Korean business 
world. 

An estimate has it that the total 


number of foreigners working here in 
the country hired by Korean business 
firms as full-time or part-time em¬ 
ployees is no fewer than 1,000. 

The jobs they are doing here is as 
variable as their nationalities are. They 
range from copyreaders of business 
papaers to legal counsellors to en¬ 
gineers to language instructors. 

Even though their wage level is 
generally higher as compared with 
Korean company colleagues, they are 
subject to the same internal regula¬ 
tions as those applied t<3 the Korean 
employees. 

The foreigners show up at their 
offices and leave at a fixed time just 
like their Korean colleagues do. No 
previleges are granted to them inter¬ 
nally. 

As recently as the early 1970s, 
foreign employment at Korean firms 
was really nominal. Only a handfull of * 
big-name corporations, mostly trading 
firms, hired foreigners as full-time 
regular employees 

Nowadays, it may be hard to find 
any big Korean firms which do not hire 
foreigners as full-time or part-time 
employees. 

The number of foreign employees 
appears to reflect the corporate 
status. 

Hyundai, the largest Korean busi- 


Export of machinery and heavy engineering products have contributed to the increase m the export volume of the country 





ness corporation, has the most num¬ 
ber of foreign emplyees among the 
local firms. 

The foreigners hired by Hyundai are 
engineers, technical advisers and man¬ 
agement clerks and number no fewer 
than 536, well over half of the foreign 
employees working in the country. 

Among the foreigners listed on the 
Hyundai's payroll is Richard Holbrook, 
former assistant minister of the U.S. 
State Department. He currently 
serves as legal counsellor to the 
group. Holbrook, however, is not 
listed as regular part-time employee. 

Another foreign dignitary currently 
working for a Korean firm is former 
U.S. vice president Spiro T. Agnew 
who is serving as legal counsellor to 
Kukje Corporation. 

A Hyundai spokesman said that the 
number of foreigners working at 
Hyundai's overseas branches and 
overseas construction sites as non¬ 
regular employees reaches as high as 
10,000. Hyundai also plans to recruit 
2,000 people from Thailand, the Philip¬ 
pines and India to put thgm on Hyun¬ 
dai's overseas and local construction 
projects. 

Hyundai is distantly followed by 
Daewoo in its number of foreign 
employees. 

Though the total number of fore¬ 


igners hired by the Daewoo Group, 
wasn't available, a Daewoo spokes¬ 
man said that Daewoo Shipbuilding 
Co. alone hires at least 86 foreigners 
at present. 

They are mostly shipbuilding en¬ 
gineers from such advanced ship¬ 
building countries as Norway and Bri¬ 
tain. 

Of them, 48 have titles of manager; 
the rest of them are designated direc¬ 
tor or a higher-level. Their monthly 
salary ranges from a minimum of 
$3,000 to a maximum of $5,000. 

Samsung group has the third most 
number of foreign employees with 31, 
among them 17 are from Japan. 

The Korean Airlines (KAL) has 19 
foreigners on its payroll. They 
include 11 Chinese and five Amer¬ 
icans. Five of them work as in-flight 
stewardesses and another five are 
cooks. 

Most foreigners working here 
appear to feel relatively satisfied with 
what they are doing. But some of 
them say that they sometimes come 
across difficulties working with Korean 
firms, including difficulties in com¬ 
munication with colleagues and in 
other management practices 

Indications are that the number of 
foreigners finding |obs here in Korea 
will grow rapidly in the coming years 


in line with the internationalizing of 
the Korean economy. 9 

Secretary Of State 
Of Austria In Seoul 

A USTRIAN Secretary of State Wil¬ 
libald Pahr made a three-day visit 
last month at the invitation of 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

At a news conference, Mr. Pahr 
said Austria is prepared to contribute 
to the establishment of relations be¬ 
tween Korea and East European coun¬ 
tries. 

He said it is important to have good 
relations with other countries 
irrespective of their political, econo¬ 
mic and social systems. 

He said he has studied thoroughly 
the proposal for peaceful unification 
presented by President Chun Doo 
Hwan. 

"I am of the opinion that negotia¬ 
tions between the two parties of 
Korea without preconditions are most 
essential to pave the way for 
reunification and we will continue to 
emphasize the need for such negotia¬ 
tions", he said. 

The Austrian foreign secretary said 
he discussed the entry of both South 
and North Korea into the United Na¬ 
tions with political leaders in Seoul. 

"We would very much welcome 
South and North Korean membership 
of the United Nations," he said. 

As Austria is well known for its 
modern technology in the field of iron 
and steel industry as well as in the 
fields of power transmission and hy¬ 
droelectric power, he said the two 
countries will be able to advance to 
third countries. 

During his talks with Deputy Prime 
Minister Kim Joon-sung. he said that 
Austria hoped its industries would 
have chances to participate in the 
construction of Korea's No.2 inte¬ 
grated iron and steel mill. 

He also expressed his desire that 
the two nations increase economic 
cooperation in other fields. 

Kim said in the meeting. "Korea 
hopes Austria will positively cooper¬ 
ate with Korea carrying out its fifth 
five-year socio-economic develop¬ 
ment plan starting this year, particular- | 
ly in the capital and technology fields. 








SOUJH-NORTH RELATIONS _ 

President din's 
New Unification Formula 


P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan, last month, 
put forward a new and concrete proposal 
for the unification of Korea This peaceful 
unification formula, originally prepared in anti¬ 
cipation of a South-North summit meeting as 
suggested by President Chun in his January 12 
and June 5 Proposals, includes the adoption of 
a constitution of a unified Korea testifying to the 
commitment of the entire people to unification 
President Chun's firm conviction is that this is 
the most reasonable way to peaceful unifica¬ 
tion. This and other formulae to realise the 
eventual unification of the divided country were 
disclosed in his New Year Policy Statement 
before Korea's National Assembly on January 
22. 1982 

"Explaining the need for taking concrete 
steps for unification. President Chun said - "Re¬ 
cent history teaches us that Korea will never be 
united as long as the South and the North each 
insists on a unification formula intended to 
advance only its own ideology, ideals and insti¬ 
tutions. If we are to be successful, unification 
must be sought from the realization that the 
Korean people have been a single ethnic family 
time immemorial, sharing a common descent, 
history, culture and tradition 

"Unification must not be pursued exclusively 
or arbitrarily by any specific class or group, nor 
should it be sought by force of arms or other 
violent means I am firmly convinced that 
unification must be accomplished on the princi¬ 
ple of national self-determination and through 
democratic and peaceful procedures that reflect 
the freely expressed will of the entire people 
" It was with an open mind and a desire to seek 
such a democratic and peaceful path to unifica¬ 
tion that last year I proposed on January 12 and 
again on June 5 an exchange of visits and a 
face-to-face meeting between the top leaders 
of South and North Korea 
For the adoption of the proposed constitu¬ 
tion, President Chun suggested that, "the 
South and the North organize a Consultative 
Conference for National Reunification (CCNR) 
with participants from the two sides represent¬ 
ing the views of the residents in their respective 
areas and authorize this body to draft a constitu¬ 
tion presenting the terms and conditions of a 
unified democratic republic of Korea committed 
to the ideals of nationalism, democracy, liberty 
and individual well-being I would further sug¬ 
gest that, when such a draft constitution is 
drawn up. the two sides make it into law 
through a free, democratic referendum held 
throughout the whole peninsula The unification 
of the country can then be accomplished by 
organizing a unified legislature and establishing 
a unified government through a general election 
held under the constitution of the unified 
Korea." 

It was further suggested that "such issues as 
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the political ideology, the name of the country, 
the basic domestic and foreign policy direc¬ 
tions. the form of government and the methods 
and dates of the general elections for a unified 
legislature will have to be discussed and agreed 
on in the CCNR in the course of drafting the 
constitution It is our intention to present our 
own draft of a constitution for a unified country 
to the CCNR If North Korea genuinely desires 
an independent and peaceful unification, they 
will also have to present a draft constitution for 
a unified country before the CCNR so that the 
two versions can be studied and forged into a 
single draft 

"It is essential to promote confidence and 
trust between the South and the North and 
steadfastly eliminate from national life all im¬ 
pediments to unification as to facilitate the 
historic drafting of a unified constitution Accord¬ 
ingly. the unnatural relations between the 
South and the North which have resulted in 
self-inflicted injuries must be brought to an end 
and replaced by normal contacts that promote 
the national well-being. 


"To achieve this end. I hope that the South 
and the North will first normalize relations and, 
within the frame-work of these normalized 
relations, take concrete steps to bring about 
national reconciliation. I therefore propose, as a 
practical arrangement leading to unification, the 
conclusion of a provisional Agreement on Basic 
Relations between South and North Korea 
featuring the following provisions: 

First, relations between South and North 
Korea shall be based on the principle of 
equality and reciprocity pending unification; 

Second, the South and the North shall 
abandon all forms of military force and 
violence, as well as the threat thereof, as a 
means of settling issues between them and 
seek peaceful solutions to all problems 
through dialogue and negotiations; 

Third, South and North Korea shall recog¬ 
nize each other's existing political order and 
social institutions and shall not interfere in 
each other's internal affairs in any way, 

Fourth, the South and the North shall 
maintain the regime of the armistice in force 
while working out measures to end the 
arms race and military confrontation in order c 
to ease tension and prevent war on the 
Korean peninsula; 

Fifth, in order to eliminate national suffer¬ 
ing and the inconvenience resulting from the 
partition of the land and to promote an 
atmosphere of national trust and reconcilia¬ 
tion, the South and the North shall progres¬ 
sively open their societies to each other 


The 'Unification Road', symbol of the people's urge tor the unification of the fatherland 






through various forms of exchange and 
cooperation. To substantially advance the 
interests of the people, the South and the 
North shall facilitate free travel between the 
■two halves of the peninsula, including the 
reunion of separated families; and shall pro¬ 
mote exchanges and cooperation in the 
fields of trade, transportation, postal service, 
communications, sports, academic pursuits, 
education, culture, news gathering and re¬ 
porting. health, technology, environmental 
protection, and so forth; 

Sixth, until unification is achieved, both 
parties shall respect each other's bilateral 
and multilateral treaties and agreement con¬ 
cluded with third countries, irrespective of 
differences in ideologies, ideals and institu¬ 
tions. and consult each other on issues 
affecting the interests of the Korean people 
as a whole; and 

Seventh, the South and the North shall 
each appoint a plenipotentiary envoy with 
the rank of cabinet minister to head a 
resident liaison mission to be established in 
Seoul and Pyongyang Specific functions of 
the liaison missions shall be determined by 
mutual consultation and agreement with 
both parties providing the liaison mission 
from the other party with all necessary 
facilities and cooperation to ensure its 
smooth functioning 

It is miy earnest hope that North Korea will 
expeditiously accept the proposal for a 
meeting between the top leaders of the 
South and the North in order to conduct 
frank and open-minded discussions on all 
issues noted above 

I propose to North Korea that high-level 
delegations from the South and the North, 
headed by cabinet-rank chief delegates, 
meet together at the earliest possible data in 
a preparatory conference to work out the 
necessary procedures for a South-North 
summit meeting 

I want to make it clear that if North Korea 
is agreeable to the proposal for a preparatory 
conference, the Government of the Repub¬ 
lic of Korea has already made the necessary 
preparations to send a delegation. 

20-POINT 

FORMULA 

P RESIDENT Chun's January 22 Proposals 
were followed up by a 20-point formula 
put forward by the Minister of National 
Unification Board Sohn Jae-shik to expedite the 
implementation of the unification formula 
announced by the President. 

In a statement issued in Seoul on the first of 
this month, referring to President Chun's Janu¬ 
ary 22 Proposals, Minister Sohn said; "As our 
unification formula encompasses even North 
Korean ideas, we see no reason whatsoever 
wby North Korea cannot respond to it affirma- 
tody. /■ ^ 

. "ToWprds SoMng the question t>f unifying the 
divided land,* if is important to maintain a 


positive posture to substantially settle issues 
pending between the South and the North 
through dialogue rather than merely paying lip 
service to unification 

* The Government of the Republic of Korea, 
therefore, once again calls upon the North 
Korean authorities to agree to the holding of a 
cabinet-rank officials' preliminary meeting at an 
early date to realize the meeting between the 
highest authorities of South and North, and asks 
them to agree to translate promptly the follow¬ 
ing pilot projects into action in keeping with the 
spirit of the unification formula announced by 
President Chun: 

1) The connecting and opening of a high¬ 
way between Seoul and Pyongyang as a 
means of guaranteeing free passage 
between the South and the North 

2) The realization of postal exchanges and 
reunion of separated families, thereby 
easing their sufferings. 

3) The designating and opening of the area 
north of Mt. Sorak and south of the 
Diamond Mountains as a joint tourist 
zone. 

4) The joint management of homeland 
visits by overseas Korean residents and 
their free travel between the two sides 
by way of Panrnunjom 

5) The opening of the harbours of Inchon 
and Chmnampo to facilitate free trade 
between the South and the North 

6) The allowing of free listening to each 
others regular radio programmes through 
the removal of tricky propaganda and 
jamming facilities for the promotion of 
mutual understanding between the 
South and the North. 

7) The participation of North Korean delega¬ 
tions in the 1986 Asian Games and 1988 
Olympiad, and their entry into the South 
by way of Panrnunjom. 

8) The allowing of all foreigners wishing to 
visit the South and the North free access 
to the two areas by way of Panrnunjom. 

9) The creation of joint, fishery zones for 
the convenience of fishermen of both 
the South and the North. 

10) The conducting of mutual goodwill visits 
from various circles, such politicians, 
businessmen, youths and students, work¬ 
ers, writers and artists, and sportsmen, to 
improve relations and foster trust be¬ 
tween the South and the North 

11) The guaranteeing of free press coverage 
by the journalists of the two sides in each 
others area to facilitate the correct re¬ 
porting of the realities of the societies of 
the South and the North 

12) The undertaking of joint research on 
national history for the purpose of pre¬ 
serving and developing the national cul¬ 
ture 

13) The exchange of goodwill matches in 
various fields of sports and participation 
in international games under single de¬ 
legation between the South and the 
North. 

14) The trading of products of daily necessity 
for the convenience of residents of both 
sides. 


15) The joint development and utilization of 
natural resources between the South 
and the North to enhance the national 
economy. 

16) The exchange of technicians and exhibi¬ 
tions of manufactured products to contri¬ 
bute to the industrial development of the 
South and the North. 

17 The creation of sports facilities inside the 
demilitarized zone for goodwill matches 
between the South and the North. 

18) The conducting of a joint academic sur¬ 
vey to study the ecological system of 
fauna and flora inside the demilitarized 
zone 

19) The complete removal of military facili¬ 
ties from within the demilitarized zone in 
order to alleviate military tension be¬ 
tween the south and the North. 

20) The discussion of measures to control 
arms between the South and the North, 
and the installing and operation of a 
direct telephone line between the of¬ 
ficials responsible for the military affairs 
of the two sides. 

NORTH REJECTS 
NEW PROPOSAL 

N ORTH Korea rejected President Chun 
Doo Hwan's new unification formula, 
alleging that "it does not contain any 
positive significance." 

The rejection came in a statement issued by 
North Korean vice president Kim II through the 
broadcast media four days after President Chun 
put forward his new proposal. 

Kim is concurrently chairman of the North 
Korean "Committee for Peaceful Reunification 
of the Fatherland." 

The statement, which was read over the 
North Korean radio network dismissed Presi¬ 
dent Chun's proposal for a constitution of a 
unified Korea and other substantive measures 
toward unification as "unrealistic " Instead, it 
made a long propaganda tirade for the confeder¬ 
ation formula which North Korea proposed 
during the Workers' (Communist) Party's gener¬ 
al convention in October 1980. 

North Korea also rejected the proposal of 
President Chun to conclude a provisional South- 
North basic accord as "a scheme designed to 
perpetuate the division of the country," accord¬ 
ing to Naewoe Press. 

As preconditions for unification, the North 
Korean statement demanded the withdrawal of 
American troops from the South, abandonment 
o* the Anti-Communist policy pursued by the 
Republic of Korea, abolishment of the National 
Security Law, dissolution of anti-Communist 
organisations, release of "political prisoners," 
and an apology by the Seoul government. 

By making these demands. North Korea 
revealed once again that it has no intention to 
achieve peaceful unification through national 
reconciliation. 
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Contemporary 
Korean Sculpture 



Korean art is intuitive and spontaneous, intriguingly imperfect, modest 
and subtle. If contemporary art is linked to its rich past, it is because of 
the uniqueness of that heritage, its strong influnce on modern artists. 






and has also won worldwide acclaim, inspite of 
tremendous influence of the academic school 

Contemporary sculpture, the origin of which 
can be attnbuted to the art exhibitions from the 
1920s, was dominated by naturalistic and realis¬ 
tic works Art activities were mainly promoted 
by two organs considered to be pioneers in this 
field. Hyop-jon and Son-jon: the former inaugu¬ 
rated in 1918 continued its exhibitions until 
1939 and the latter, which had opened its first 
exhibition in 1922, sustained its activities until 
1944. 

Though the works exhibited during these 
exhibitions were primarily naturalistic, towards 
the end of this period some sculptors deriving 
special attention made their debut. Those prom 
ismg sculptors were Kim Bok-jin (1901 1941), 
Kim Kyung-seung (1915--) and Yun Hyo-jung 
(1917-67). Among these only Kim Kyung- 
seung alone lived longer to develop his poten¬ 
tiality, engaging in creative activity and training 
the younger generation 

Activities of the artists were interrupted with 
the outbreak of the World War II. At the end of 
the War, the division of the country had created 
confusion in the artists' circle also It cannot be 
said that creative art was crippled during this 
period Taking inspiration from the prevailing 
current, many memorial statues were executed 
in honour of Korea's national heroes and pat¬ 
riots. Kim Kyung-seung's bronze statue of 
Admiral Yi Sun-shin is the most representative 
of this school 

In spite of hostile conditions, a few educa¬ 
tional institutions were able to introduce Art 
departments. Another important event was the 
1949 opening of the National Art Exhibition 
sponsored by the Government. These two 



events had contributed a great deal in enriching 
Korea's art tradition. However, the enthusiasm 


generated by these events was once again 
rocked by the outbreak of the Korean War 
After the end of the Korean War, the art 






activities once again gained momentum. Artists 




Kim SHuog: Monumental Tower in memory of the UN 
Forces which perticipated in the Koreen War for the defence of 
freedom. 1963. facing page top: Kim ChMtf-hul; Rhythm 
80-8, National Art Exhibition 1980, above. Monument in 
honour of the French Soldiers who were pert of the UN Forces 
in the Korean War, one of the representative works of Korea's 
modem sculpture, left. Chun Kuk-kwung: Monument of 
Mass. Grand Pare winner at the 1981 National Art Exhibition, 
right top, and njghr below. Kim Y«ong~hag: Somewhere on the 
Earth, National Art Exhibition 1970 

school and the modern school, both in their 
own ways contributed to the qualitative rich¬ 
ness of Korean Arts 

The second National Art Exhibition was held 
in 1953. From now on. the modern School had 
dominated the scene for some time. This was 
mainly due to the mechanical civilization and its 
influence on the people generally and artists in 
particular. Till the 1970s this school, has also 
produced a number of sculptors, who begun 
their work in the academism school and later 
converted to the modern school. 

With the advent of the 1970s, the activities of 
the artists in Korea underwent a comprehensive 
self-introspection and self-evaluation. This was 
more true of the modern school. During this 
period, a more positive and wideranging inter¬ 
national exchange of arts was also prompted. A 



whole new generation of sculptors made their 
appearance during this period. They have 
shown new possibilities through their fresh 
sensibilities, a deviation from the hardened 
patterns of the established sculptors. Though 
these new generation of artists are distinct 
from the others mentioned here, it would be 
difficult to treaf them separately or to bring 
them under a new school. There is, however, 
no hesitation in saying that their works had 
contributed to mark another significant new era 
in contemporary sculpture of Korea. 

— K.C Chitrabhanu 



INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 


Indian Ambassador’s 
Republic Day Message 


In a Republic Day 
message sent to .the 
daily Korea Herald, Indian 
Ambassador to Korea, 
V.V. Paranjpe said: 
India's relations with the 
Republic of Korea have 
become stable and firm 
and the relationship is 
developing rapidly on 
a wide front of politics, 
economics and culture. 
The message is repro¬ 
duced here from the 
Korea Herald. 

T O DAY, India celebrates the 33rd 
anniversay of the Republic This 
has always been a day for remem- 
berance and rededication 
The past 32 years have not been 
easy ones. Despite tensions and tur¬ 
moil, stresses and strains, despite 
most pessimistic prophesies, India 
has not disintegrated and has not only 
survived, but has progressed and 
prospered. 

India has already laid a strong in 
dustrial foundation to become the 
15th largest industrial country in the 
world. After overcoming the tempor¬ 
ary economic setbacks of 1978-79, 
she now faces 1982 with confidence 
and optimism. 

India has almost solved the two 
most pressing and protracted prob¬ 
lems viz., food and oil. India has 
become self-sufficient in foodgrains 
with an output of 132 million tons and 
with new discoveries of on-shore and 
off-shore oil, India is all set to become 
self-sufficient in this vital energy 
source in the near future. 

Since her return to power two years 
ego. Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's 
government has concentrated its 


efforts on repairing the infrastructure 
and initiating more liberal and pragma¬ 
tic economic policies, with the result 
that there is now a visible improve¬ 
ment on the economic front. 

In the last 9 months, power genera¬ 
tion has gone up by 11.1 percent, coal 
production by 11.4 percent, saleable 
steel output by 18.9 percent, nitroge¬ 
nous fertilizer production by 54.9 per¬ 
cent and the economy in general 
shows a buoyant tone. 

In its external policies, India has 
always sought friendship with all; 
enmity towards none, and has tried to 
seek long-term solutions of problems 
through quiet diplomacy. In a world 
riven by strife and selfishness, ambi¬ 
tion and aggression, India's is the 
voice of reason and sanity, modera¬ 
tion and harmony. 

Although often India's stand in 
world affairs has met with doubt and 
resentment in the initial stages, finally 
its wisdom has prevailed. The heavy 
traffic of VIPs from East and West 
visiting India in the last one year is an 
eloquent testimony to this. 

At important international gather¬ 
ings in Melbourne, Cancun, Rome and 
Nairobi, Mrs. Gandhi argued, soundly 
and successfully, the cause of the 
thrid-world to growingly receptive au¬ 
diences of world leaders. 

India’s relations with Republic of 
Korea need no elaboration. They have 
become stable and firm and the re¬ 
lationship is developing rapidly on a 
wide front of politics, economics and 
culture. Trade is growing apace and 
business leaders of India and Korea 
are discovering more and more areas 
of economic cooperation. 

On this day, when we rededicate 
ourselves to the cause of rebuilding a 
new industrial India, we would also 
like to direct our efforts towards furth¬ 
er consolidating the traditional, frater¬ 
nal friendship between the Indian and 
Korean people. 



INDO-KOREAN 
SOCIETY NORTH 
REGION MEET. 


T HE Executive Committee of the 
Indo-Korean Society, Northern Re¬ 
gion, which met in New Delhi on 
the fifth of this month decided to set 
up a four-member sub-committee on 
'Rural Reconstruction and Child 
Welfare'. The committees is to re¬ 
commend the adoption of a Village for 
the implementation of commun¬ 
ity-based distribution of Health Care 
on the Korean model, which proved to 
be very successful through the 
Saemaui Movement. 

The subcommittee is to come up 
with its recommendations by the mid¬ 
dle of March. If the committee 
favours the adoption of a village, the 
President of the Society, S.P. Nanda, 
offered the sen/ices of the infrastruc- . 
ture of one of Escort's units for this 
purpose. 

Among the initial steps towards this ; 
activity would be screening of films or 
audio visual programmes on the syb* 
jeet whjch the Korean Embassy will 
arrahge. , . V 

The members of, the .sub* 
committee are: Dr. 4jK.' -Jairi^CCr^^ 
venor, Mr. R.K. Gypta, Mr. K.B; Slip X 
and Mr,'MbHta/, 'J' \ ,,Y 
. Another; > ■ sybctmiimittee 
promotion of sports 
tween India and "Korea was aistfY 
formed. The programme .will 
footbal coaching camps by. ^ 
experts, exchange ofTeejkSwortdb apdk: 


Yoga insmictore. ete» = t „y 7 .i » 
The fnetyta? flf l^bdlpfwbiteib- (Miff• 

, Mr. K SwiiC * 
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in a move to expand the cultural consciousness 
of the general public 

According to the FPCP, a nationwide cam¬ 
paign for the revival of the traditional Korean 
music will be extensively undertaken by send¬ 
ing the musical instruments of Korea to middle 
and high schools from this year 

The Foundation also plans to develop some 
new items of traditional Korean foods for the 
improvement of the services and operation of 
the Korea House while diversifying the enter¬ 
tainment programmes at the House for the 
benefit of foreign visitors. 



Traditional music will be promoted with renewed efforts 


SEOUL CULTURE SCENE 

Traditional 
Wedding at 
Korea House 


T HE traditional Korean wedding ceremonies 
will be encouraged for the preservation of 
traditional culture among the younger 
generation by giving them various incentives 
beginning this year, the Foundation for the 
Preservation of Cultural Properties (FPCP) 
announced last month 
The FPCP said that those couples who want 
to marry in the traditional wedding ceremony 
will be able to use the Korea House, in Seoul as 
a wedding hall at a reasonable price and may 
use the wedding costumes and other neces¬ 
sary instruments provided by the foundation 
free of charge. 

The announcement said that the Foundation 
will publish a series of books on cultural 
properties including the national treasures and 
historical remains, in a programme to preserve 
the traditional culture. 

Under the programme of the FPCP. a number 
of English books on the Korean folk arts will be 
published by the end of this year, following the 
publication of "Korean Music and Dance"' in 
English. "The History of Korean Costumes", a 
comprehensive book on the development of 
Korean attire, is also scheduled to come out this 
year, the announcement said. 

The foundation/tmder the programme also 
plains to produce many replicas of historical 
artifacts and the Yf Dynasty’s Oriental paintings 


Bold Theatric 
Experiment 

A N experimental play, Tongmaksal will be 
staged from February 10 to 15 at the 
Munye Theatre in Seoul. It draws attention 
from the drama circles. It is because the 
presentation is the first one after the enactment 
of the new law concerning dramatic perform¬ 
ances which came into effect on January 1. 
1982. The new law allows greater freedom in 
the selection of performing sites and eliminates 
unimportant procedural matters. 

The play is directed by Mu Se-jung. who 
works with the avant-garde art group in West 
Germany with the help of Drama Group-76 
Tongmaksal is the abbreviation of "Exorcism for 
Reunification of South-North Korea through 
Korean Wine Makkoli". 

Challenges against the existing value system 
such as language and morality are the main 
theme of the play The play was planned to 
keep abreast of the current trend of world art 
which considers all of the various arts as a 
whole. 


This, therefore, will feature collection of 
people from various walks of life. The play will 
also evince interest because the audience is 
also asked to participate in the performance. 
They are not merely to see the performance, to 
analyze or understand them but to feel the 
empathy 

UNESCO 

Promotes 

Cultural Ties 
with ASEAN 

T HE Korean National Commission for un- 
esco will give high priority to the distnbu- 
tion of Korean culture and tradition over¬ 
seas and to the promotion of international 
relations with unesco as well as with the 
ASEAN countries this year. 

Dr. Park Bong-shik. secretary general of the 
Korea unesco. announced these priorities, last 
month, while discussing this year's work plans 
in a meeting with reporters at its office in Seoul. 

Dr Park also said the Korea unesco will make 
extensive efforts in introducing new concepts 
and theories into Korea and will make an 
attempt to improve relations with those coun¬ 
tries with which Korea has not yet established 
diplomatic ties 

According to Dr Park, the Korea unesco is 
preparing various programmes for collegians 
and juveniles in an attempt to provide them 
with opportunities to develop themselves as 
well as to make contributions to the develop¬ 
ment of the nation 

Two survey books on Kyongju, "Cradle of 
Silla (B C 57-935) Culture." and "Contempor¬ 
ary Korean Language" will be published in 
English by the Korean National Commission for 
unesco, the Korea unesco Chief said. 

At the request of the Ministry of Culture and 
Information, it will also take a step towards 
checking the outflow of Korean cultural prop¬ 
erties and will help translate Korean literary 
works, including classics, into foreign lan¬ 
guages and distribute them overseas. 

According to the announcement. Korean rep¬ 
resentatives are scheduled to attend some 
international meetings this year, including the 
"World Culture Ministers Meeting" scheduled 
for July in Mexico 

Dr. Park also said the Korea UNESCO would 
host a conference of the analysis of geography 
textbooks of ASEAN countries in December 
which will be a prelude to a composition of Korean 
and Japanese history textbooks. 

Various preparations for lifelong education 
and for the introduction of an open university 
system are under way, the announcement said. 

As part of lifelong education programme, the 
Korea Unesco is studying diverse ways to help 
educate the young to create a "New Image of 



WOMEN 


'Recover 

Traditions’: 

88 Olympic 
Theme 

K OREA YWCA has begun a movement 
under the slogan of "Recover Traditional 
Merits" to prepare for the Olympic Games 
in Seoul in 1988 It mainly concerns the 
clothing, table manners, housing and the histor¬ 
ical view points of Koreans 
The purpose of this, according to the YWCA, 
is to show Korean culture to foreign visitors at 
the time of the Olympics 
Some 900,000 members from 18 different 
regions of the YWCA will participate in the event 
Regarding clothes, the YWCA will encourage 
people to wear "hanbok", the Korean traditional 
dress A hanbok's beauty lies in its disting¬ 
uished decency and gracefulness, a specialist 
said 

When inviting guests to one's home, the 
YWCA officials suggested, a special cuisine 
which features the peculiar taste of the host 
should be prepared Persistence in offering 
many dishes is not in good taste 
With respect to housing, the YWCA will ask 
related government authorities to consider the 
possibility of preserving the typical Korean farm 
houses 

YWCA will also touch upon the history of 
Korea which has been discussed predominantly 
through view points of those in authority This 
time, however, Korea's history should be told 
by average family, especially by the housewives 
so that they will also increase their historical 
consciousness 

Business 

Women’s 

Conference 

T HE Korean Business Women's Associa¬ 
tion (KBWA) will be exchanging executive 
business women between Korea and 
South American nations and promote cultural 
exchanges with Canada and various other 
countries through exhibition of Korean folk art 
and craft works in foreign countries. These 
programmes were announced at the 5th KBWA 
annual meeting in Seoul, last month 



Women's traditional role haa changed. They now 
utilise their time hr creative add financially beneficial 
works, top; and above, tndthonel drees. "Hanbok 0 . 
has a charm of its own. 


The KBWA, this year intends to give exten¬ 
sive training to its members in business man¬ 
agement, personnel administration, sales prom¬ 
otion and market expansion, productivity im¬ 
provement, advanced accounting and various 
other subjects Sponsorship of charity bazaars, 
payment of scholarships to handicapped chil¬ 
dren and working women, providing business 
counselling, publication of a journal, organising 
of seminars overseas, and active participation in 
overseas charity bazaars including one in Bang¬ 
ladesh, are some of the other programmes the 
Association plans for this year 


Educated and 

Challenging 

Positions 

C ONVENTIONAL conceptions of women's 
roles have been limited to pregnancy and 
birth Now, however, female roles in soci¬ 
ety are in the limelight because women now 
have more free time due to various social 
changes, remarked Professor Kim Yong-chong 
of Ewha Women's University at a symposium 
organised by the KBS TV. last month The topic 
for the symposium was "Tomorrow's Korean 
Women and Their Role” Because of the trend 
for nuclear families and diminutive household 
due to various facilities easing women’s chores, 
Professor Kim said, how women make use of 
their time is important 
He also said that unless women utilize their 
free time it could cause social problems It was 
urgent that well educated women were pro¬ 
vided with opportunities to take part in social 
activities, including various jobs, in an attempt 
to induce them to use their abilities to develop 
society, the professor said.' He added that 
Korean women should help eliminate vicious 
social factors such as injustice, contradiction 
and bad customs. 

They should also improve their own capabili¬ 
ties and play a leading role in rekindling love and 
hope as well as respect for people in the current 
social circumstances. 

Other speakers at th^symposium were Prof. 
Pad< Yong-hye of sookmyung Women's Universi¬ 
ty, Prof. Han Myong-hee of Konguk University, 
Prof. Pae Kyong-sook of Inha University, profes¬ 
sions Lee Young-ho and Pack Che-bong of Ewha 
Woman's University. 

An estimated 50 women from various 
women's social groups, including the Seoul 
YWCA and the Women Problem Research Insti¬ 
tute. joined the first TV symposium. 

Prof. Park said women's role is essential In the 
development of a nation. 


SPORTS AND GAMES 




A 


Technical Power to 
Broadcast Olympics 

#/ WM OREA has enough sports facilities, 
technical power and expertise to build 
■ m telecommunication and broadcast faci¬ 
lities for the 1988 Seoul Olympics on its own," 
Maurice Louvet, external technical advisor of 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) said in 
Seoul, last month 

Maurice Louvet of France, the first person 
the IOC has sent to Seoul to assist the 1988 
Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee in tech¬ 
nical matters, such as telecommunication and 
broadcast facilities, told a news conference 
after winding up his technological surveys in 
various fields 

Mr Louvet visited Korean Broadcasting Sys¬ 
tem (KBS) and Korea Telecommunication Au¬ 
thority (KTA) as well as the mammoth Seoul 
Sports Complex at Chamsil and other sports 
facilities that lie as far as the neighbouring cities 
of Inchon to the west and Suwon to the south 
Mr Louvet, an electronics engineer whose 
mission is to report his observations to IOC 
about the host country's technical capability 
potential said in a news conference that "Korea 
is self-reliant in every technological aspect I 
looked into." 

The French engineer, who diagnose technical 
know-how of the host country in almost all 
technological aspects for IOC since 1972, said 


Kim Chul-ho with the WflC Trophy, right, and below, 
sportsmen preparing for the 1982 Asian Games to be 
held in New Delhi 


that "Korea is a highly developed country, much 
more than he thought and expected," 

He said, he was especially impressed with 
the world-known Korean Broadcasting System, 
which broadcast overseas in 10 different fore¬ 
ign languages and will be a great asset for* the 
Seoul Olympics. 

Mr Louvet added that the state-run KBS is 
"really in accordance with any broadcasting 
facilities in the advanced world " 

President Cup 
Soccer Tourney 
in June 

T HE 12th President's Cup International 
Football Tournament of Korea will be held 
in Seoul from June 5 to 18, the Korea 
Football Association (KFA) announced recently 



The KFA said it will invite 10 to 12 foreign 
soccer teams, including top-class pro clubs 
from Europe and South America. 

Teams in Malaysia. Thailand, Indonesia and 
Bahrain will be among the teams to be invited 
from the Asian area, KFA officials said. 

ROK Handballers 
Take Title. 

K OREA defeated Sweden 29-28 to win the 
championship of the second International 
Friendship Handball Tournament in 
Kuwait 

Sweden led 11-10 in the first half. But the 
Koreans managed to lead 13-12 in the second 
half for a tie In the overtime, Korea led Sweden 
6-5 for a total score of 29-28. 

This is the first time that a Korean handball 
team has won an international event 
The Koreans suffered from inferior physical 
strength and height to the Swedish in the first 
half Moreover, they were exhausted in the 
previous day's semifinal with the mainland 
China team. 

ROK Women 
Paddlers Win 

T HE Korean women's team, participating in 
the 1982 West German Open International 
Table Tennis Championships, claimed the 
team championship trophy beating United King¬ 
dom 3-1 in the finals 
The Korean women swept Sweden 3-0 and 
the U K beat Finland 3 -1 before meeting in the 
finals 

Korean Boxers Hold 10 
OPBF Titles. 

B ANTAM-WEIGHT champion Eijiro Murata 
of Japan and junior featherweight cham¬ 
pion Wille Lucas of the Philippines were 
the only non-Korean title holders listed in the 
latest monthly ratings announced by the Orien¬ 
tal Pacific Boxing Federation (OPBF) in Seoul 
The remaining 10 titles are held by Koreans. 
There were seven title matches held during 
the past one-month period in which the Philip¬ 
pines' Siony Carupo was the only title-holder 
losing his title The other six title-holders are all 
Koreans. 

World Boxing 
Champion Kim 
Retains title 

K IM-CHUL-HO, World Boxing Council Super¬ 
flyweight champion retained the title for the 
fourth time in a row by knocking out 
challenger Koki Ishit of Japan in the eighth round 
of the bout held in Taegu, Korea in the beginning 
of this month. Champion Kim dropped the 
Japanese challenger in 47 seconds of the eight 
round—for the second time and for good 





RELIGIONS AND FAITHS 



Islam In Korea 


People of Korea believe 
in different religions and 
faiths. Buddhism,Confu¬ 
cianism and Christianity 
have influenced their life 
from time to time. Be¬ 
sides, they have many in- 
degenous faiths. Islam is 
the latest addition to the 
list of religions. Korea has 
no state religion. 


I SLAM was introduced into Korea 
during the Korean War by chaplains 
of the Turkish military forces that 
fought under the United Nations ban¬ 
ner during 1950-1953. Islam is thus 
the most recent of the world regions to 
reach Korea's shores. 

The Korean Muslim Federation was 
inaugurated as recently as 1960, and 
the number of converts grew from 
about 30 to an estimated 20,000. 

Conversion was speeded up by the 
comparatively large number of Korean 
engineers and labourers who since 
the early 1970s have been serving in 
Middle East countries on construction 
projects undertaken by Korean firms. 

A mosque in traditional architectural 
design was dedicated in Seoul in May 
1976, at a service attended by more 
than 40 prominent leaders from the 
Islamic world, who had assisted the 
project and taken a keen interest in 
the Muslim movement in Korea. A 
second mosque was dedicated in 
Pusan in September 1980 and a third 
one was opened in a rural village of 
Kwangju-up, Kyonggi-do, last year. 

The Korean Muslim Federation has 
.three overseas branches, one each in 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait and Indonesia. 






Jamil Lee said the KMF translated 
the Koran into Korean and published 
about 2,000 volumes, last October, on 
the occasion of the 26th anniversary 
of the introduction of Islam to Korea. 

, He also said the number of Korean 
Muslims pilgrimaging to Mecca has 
also gradually risen and now reaches 
about 100 a year. 

■ INTERNATIONAL 
MUSLIM YOUTH 
CONFERENCE 

I H an attempt to promote Islam in 
Korea, the Korean Muslim Federation 
( is preparing several religious events 
this year, said a Korean Muslim leader 
recently. 

Jamil Lee Hf-su, KMF vice secretary 
general, said that one of the most 
important events by Korean Muslims this 
year would be the International Muslim 
Youth Conference slated for August 2- 
12 at the unesco Youth Centre at Ichon- 
Un, Kyongghdo, 

' He further said, the international con¬ 
ference. the first of its kind in Korea. 
VwouW be attended by more than 60 
Muslims from about 10 foreign coun- 
- 'tries.!',They* include the Saudi Arabia. 

Japan, the Republic of China. Kuwait. 

. Hbngkong, the Philippines. Malaysia and 
•, rS^apote,: lie added. 

^V/i’^Qcpn^ng to the deputy secretary 
^o^eiUlM sorne scholars possibly from the 
'Arabia ere going 
S the Imemetionaf event and 

giyeepeecbeson this themeof the "Role 
. Yputh in Social Develop- 


MuiUmt offering prty&n. krft end fight below; end 
iighttQkth* Spout Mow. 












NEWS FROM KOREA 


NEWS FROM KOREA 


KORYO PICTORIAL WOODPRINTS 


S OME Buddhist pictorial woodprints, made during the first half 
of the 13th century during the Koryo Kingdom (932-1392), and 
believed to be the oldest so far found in Korea, have been 
discovered at the Haem Buddhist Temple in Kyongsang Namdo, 
recently. 

The Ministry of Culture ahd Information (MCUI) officials confirmed 
the discovery and stated that, the woodprints gave valuable 
information in the study of Buddhist history 
The Buddhist woodblock pictures, which explain the contents of 
Buddhist scriptures, describe the world after death They were 
discovered as a result of an extensive investigation conducted by the 
MCUI at 34 Buddhist temples in Kyongsang Provinces in the 
southern part of Korea since 1979 The MCUI officials said that a 
total of 18,506 Buddhist related historical items have also been 
discovered from 34 temples during the investigation They include 
woodprint sutras engraved therein, Buddhist sermons preached by 
famous Korean Buddhist priest Wonhyo believed to be some 600 
years old and some literary works during the Yi Dynasty (1392 
-1910) 



This woocfpnnt found in the Haem Temple, describes hfe after death 

According to the MCUI, the investigation was conducted by Pak 
Sang-kuk, a specialist at the Cultural Properties Preservation Bureau. 
Among the 34 temples, the Haem Temple, which preserves the 
Tripitaka Koreana consisting over 80,000 woodblocks, is a museum 
of woodprints, because a total of 10.907 Buddhist relics were found 
there 

The MCUI officials said that the woodprints were considered very 
useful in the study of the attire of the officials of the Koryo period as 
well as the mode of living of the common people 

The Buddhist woodprints were considered the guardian of the 
Buddhists in Korea in the Silla period and Koryo Kingdom. They were 
regarded as a guardian god to defend the nation against the 
mongolian invasion of Korea 

They are important not only in the study of Buddhism in Korea but 
also the art of printing and bibliography of ancient Korea. During the 
Koryo period, the Buddhist temples were a centre of print culture 
and played a leading role in the development of printing arts before 
the Western typography was introduced into Korea in the 19th 
century. 

MANPOWER BANK IN SEOUL 


T HE nation's first elite manpower bank will begin operations by 
the end of the first half of this year in order to meet the 
manpower needs of the country's business enterprises, 
sources at the Korea Management Association (KMA) said. 

With thesupport of the country's businesses, and majoreconomic 
organizations such as the Korea Chamber of Commerce and 


Industry and the Korean Traders Association, the KMA will complete 
the preparations for establishing the projected bank during the first 
half of this year 

The sources said that preparations for the establishment of the 
manpower bank will begin next month Qualified personnel will be 
allowed to register with the bank in the second half of the year, and 
the KMA will begin receiving calls for the required manpower 

The bank will initially be under the control of the KM£, and would 
place only highly qualified workers 

OPEN UNIVERSITY PLANNED 


A NY high school graduate who has more than one year's work 
experience in industrial firms can apply for study at the 
country's first "open university" opening in Seoul in March, 
according to Ministry of Education officials 
The open university will be opened at Gyeonggi Junior Technical 
College 

Officials said the open university is a pilot project for people who 
have failed to receive a college education 
They said the open university will recruit freshmen for bachelor's 
degree courses beginning this spring semester Junior college 
graduates or those who have the same qualifications will be 
admitted also if they have one or more years of experience working 
in industrial firms 

The freshmen quota and the tuition fee are yet to be decided 
Officials said the ministry instructed the university to decide on a 
tuition lower than those of other four-year or junior colleges 
The university will develop various methods for holding classes 
including a "sandwich system," under which students will receive 
grades for on-the-job training in industry 
Students will be given bachelor's degree if they acquire 140 
credits at any time they want. 


STATUE OF 
BODHISATTVA 
IS NATIONAL 
TREASURE 


T HE standing gold-bronze im¬ 
age of Bodhisattva, dating 
back to late Silla Kingdom 
(B C 57-935), has been newly 
designated by the government as 
a Treasured Object 
The standing gold-bronze image 
of Bodhisattva preserved at the 
Dong-A University Museum in 
Pusan was unearthed at Pocha-sa 
Buddhist Temple in Kyongsang 
Namdo, in 1948 
The gold-bronze image of 
Bodhisattva which shows vividly 
the technique of producing Bud¬ 
dhist images in Silla period is 
regarded as a valuable artistic relic 
for the study of Silla's fine arts, 
The 26 cnvhigh Buddhist image 
which stands on the octagon 
pedestal with plump face and flat 
body has been preserved almdst 
intact 






ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


KOREA OUTDID RIVALS IN '81 

K OREA outdid its major Asian trade competitors in the rate of 
growth of commodity exports last year. Figures released by the 
Ministryof Commerce and Industry last month showed that the nation 
recorded a notable 19 9 percent growth in its foreign sales during last 
year, compared toa 14 1 percent for Taiwan, 9 9 percent for Hong Kong 
and 8.2 percent for Singapore. 

In 1980, Singapore had the highest export growth rate—36.1 
percent—followed by Hong Kong (301 percent), Taiwan (23 
percent) and Korea (16.3 percent). 

Korea's outstanding performance in external exports was attri¬ 
buted mainly to a surge in shipment of heavy industrial products and 
textile products, two principal exporting items, the ministry said. 

The share of heavy industrial products and total manufactured 
products rose to 43.5 percent last year from 43 9 percent in 1980 
The exports of textiles also showed a growth of 23.4 percent. 3 5 
percent higher than the total growth, 

In terms of value. Korea was still lagging behind its competitors 
Korea's total exports amounted to $ 20,993 million, while those for 
Taiwan and Hong Kong were $ 22,607 million and $ 21,700 million 
Singapore's shipment totaling S 20,973 million, was almost the 
same as Korea in a related development. The nation's commodity 
exports are projected to grow to $ 24.5 to $ 25 billion this year. 

Viewing the exports by region and country, the shipments to 
Asian and European markets renamed dull while exports to North 
and Latin America and Africa were remarkable. 

Although the value is still nominal, Korea's shipment of goods to 
Central and Latin American countries grew by a shopping 64 2 
percent over 1980 


KFSB'S MISSIONS ABROAD 

T HE Korea Federation of Small Business (KFSB) plans to help 
dispatch 118 missions to consist of some 1500 members to 
foreign countries this year, the KFSB said last month. 

The federation will dispatch 57 persons on 14 occasions to tram 
them in overseas countries or to conduct marketing surveys, while 
its 44 member cooperatives will send a total of 1,503 persons on 
104 occasions. 

They will also gather market information concerning sports in 
preparations for the 1988 International Olympic Games and the 1986 
Asian Games, both to be held in Seoul, according to the business 
organisation. 

The delegates, when dispatched, will also seek joint venture and 
technical transfer arrangements to enhance the productivity and 
international competitiveness of small-sized Korean industries. 

The number of members will be no less than twice that sent last 
year 


STILL NO. 2 IN SHIPBUILDING 


K OREA marked its second year in second place on the 1981 list 
of the 10 largest shipbuilding nations m the world with $2,333 
million jn value of shipbuilding orders, according to figures 
published by the Ctffhmerce-lndustry Ministry. Japan, was the first 
as usuaTwith, 46 percent of the world shipbuilding market while 
Korea was* a distant second with 9.5 percent. 






HYUNDAI'S SHIPS FOR INDIA 


H YUNDAI has won a contract to build a 37,900 DWT bulk carrier 
for Garware Shipping Corporation,of India, a Hyundai spokes¬ 
man said. 

Hyundai corp . the group's trading arm. signed the contract with 
the shipowner in India. The vessel is to be built by Hyundai Heavy 
Industries Co. at its Ulsan shipyard for delivery in the second half of 
1983. 

The order follows an earlier order for four 38,000 DWT bulk 
carriers from South India Shipping Company last November, and is 
the first major overseas order Hyundai has signed this year for its 
shipyard. The shipyard expects to win more orders from India. 

The dimensions of the vessel are 191 1 meters of length, 28.4 
metres of breadth. 15 6 metres of depth and 11 metres of draft The 
main propulsion will be provided by a Hyundai-Sulzer 6RLB66 diesel 
engine developing 11,100 BHP at 124 revolutions per minute and 
giving a service speed of 14 4 knots 


SHIPBUILDING GOAL 


T HE government has set the annual shipbuilding export contract 
goal for 1982 at $ 2,600 million for 92 ships aggregating 1.5 
million tons, up 29 percent from last year's $ 2,015 million for 
79 ships aggregating 1,490,000 tons. 

The 1982 target, according to the Commerce-Industry Ministry, 
was set on the basis of shipbuilding export promotion plans for this 
year mapped out by major Korean shipbuilders; the Hyundai Heavy 
Industries Co. has set its contract goal at $ 1,200 million for 33 ships, 
the Daewoo Shipbuilding & Heavy Machinery Co at $700 million for 
16 ships, the Samsung Shipbuilding Co. at $ 350 million for 11 ships, 
the Korea Shipbuilding and Engineering Corp. at $ 150 million for 
seven ships and other companies together $200 million for 25 ships. 

To attain the goal, ministry officials said, the government will 
provide expanded credit export funds to domestic shipbuilders. 


Hyundai Shipyard, where the ships for India are to be built 
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POPULAR 


On behalf of the Indta International 
Friendship Association. I would like to congratu¬ 
late you for publishing a very informative, 
popular, fascinating Korean News. The articles 
contain information on Koreas development in 
cultural, economic, educational fields etc, be¬ 
sides highlighting the very growing bond of 
friendship between India and Korea 

S.S Bawa 
President 

India International Friendship Association 
Kirti Nagar 
New Delhi 

TREASURE 


I am a regular reader of Korean News for the 
last five years I have been preserving each 
issue of the magazine, as I consider them as my 
price-less treasure. 

I would like to suggest that Korean News 
start new columns like. 'Readers Ask, Editor 
Replies’ in which readers might ask questions 
on Korean life, Indo-Korean relations etc 

A.K Sharma 
Lecturer in Economics 
8555 Roshanara Road 
Delhi 

COLOURFUL 


I have been reading Korean News for the past 
seven years, and I must say that it is a colourful 
and well-produced magazine. I know now that 
Korea is a beautiful country in which live a 
people who are artistic, industrious, friendly and 
who have a rich heritage of art and culture 
May {his magazine bring the people of India 
and Korea nearer to each other I 

G.C Sharma 
Director 

International Association of Friends and 
Pen-friends 
Simla 
2 


UNIQUE COLUMN 

The Korea I Know column is a unique one and 
a very good medium to know about Korea, and 
its people. 

S Mamckam 
Zamin Uthukuli 
Pollachi, Tamilnadu. 

NEW COLUMNS 

Indeed, I am very happy to note the revival of 
the 'Letter to the Editor' column. We', readers, 
are very much thankful to you for this. I am also 
glad to note that the introduction of the new 
feature 'The Korea I Know' 

Please publish regularly the news about 1988 
Olympics The last two issues of Korean News 
were simply superb, especially the pictorial 
feature on Olympics and sports 

P Venkatachalam 

No 1 Chinna Chetty Street 

Tiruchy 

Tamilnadu 

KOREAN LANGUAGE 

I am a regular reader of Korean News for the 
last four years It has given me a Kaleidoscopic 
view of South Korea and its people. Colour 
pictures are superb in all the pictorial maga¬ 
zines We will be grateful to you if you can spare 
a column to the readers who are eager to learn 
Korean language My friends and I are very 
eager to learn the language 

V C Vijayakumar 
Venkatagin Town 
Nellore, A P 

PROMOTES FRIENDSHIP 

I go through each and every page of every 
issue of Korean News with interest Pictorial 
issues are particularly appealing No doubt, 
Korean News serves for the development of 
Indo-Korean relationship in a much more friend¬ 
ly manner 

C. Natarajan 

221 A, Round Ring Road 
Iruvaram, Chittoor 
Andhra Pradesh 

MEDICAL AID 

We are very much impressed with the 
developments in Korea informed through the 
Korean News. We will be glad to be enlight¬ 
ened with the system of medical aid and health 
benefits to the people with the coordination of 
the people We are keen to study the system. 

Dr. RK. Bharadwa) 

Editor 

Indian Medical Practitioner 
Delhi. 



THE KOREA 
I KNOW 

T HE Korea I know is the homeland of 
highly aesthetic visual arts. Even 
though these art forms, motifs, techni¬ 
ques remind one of certain art-styles of 
China and Japan, Korean art is in a class by 
itself. Its traditional simplicity, spontaneity 
and a feeling of harmony with nature make it 
distinct. To use the expert jargon, in jnood. 
“the art of*KOrea is characterised by a sense 
of loneliness arising from the serenity of the 
Image and reflecting the Korean philosophy 
of resignation". 

Down the centuries the naturalistic 
'school' held sway. Since Korean temper 
looked upon nature as it is, appreciation of 
the simple, the unadorned, the tranquil got 
immense growth. 

In applied aspect of art, if meant that 
Korean artists would favour the unembel¬ 
lished beauty of raw-materials. The day- 
potter, unmindful of the sophisticated^touch 
which high-technology machines would 0W 
to his art-creation, would rather concentrate 
on bringing into sharp focus the natural ; 
characteristics of his materials and medium 
This would make his'creations marvellous 
pieces of "breathtaktagly ^tohple beauty 
shorn of ll space-filling guadiness, super: 
fluous razzle-dazzle and borrowed artistry, 
The over-all effect is to.edarge the white 
background of bowls, 

Since both extreme etfaightnesa df ^hee 
end extreme cqrvifinee^sm are avoided, a 
iemtfenc^ SpontaneftyiS created.: 
In Korean, art. the straight bold conhSur gf a 
Sung dynasty Chinese bowl becomes a cute, 
little:’eurve j 

aharpty^curved bowdfs end; 

Japanese, tradition bet instantly 
inttrgraqefulix doping one* 1fo&**r**M 
strong fines; 

garish 

r- ■■ -r?. 
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Foreign Minister Shinyong Lho talks with Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi, when the former called 
on her at her office. 


EDITOR'S NOTE 


K OREA'S Fifth Republic completes one year 
this month. After President Chun Doo Hwan 
took office consequent on his overwhelming 
success in a nation-wide election, a year ago, the 
country had a very peaceful and remarkably 
congenial atmosphere for economic and political 
growth. During the Sne year many important 
reforms have taken place leading to healthy 
political developments. In the Presidency and the 
Nation columns of this issue we carry reports on 
this successful year of Korea's history. 

On the Indo-Korean front, the preceding month 
has been an eventful one with Korea's Foreign 
Minister Shinyong Lho's visit to this country. His 
five-day official visit from February 17 to 21 has 
led to further strengthening of the existing 
friendly ties between the two countries. Minister 
Lho, who was Korea's Ambassador in India in the 
early 1970s said on his visit: "I am delighted to 
visit this beautiful city of New Delhi again after. 

. seven years. I learned to admire India whan I 
served as my country's envoy and India still 
occupies a very special place in my helrt." 
Puring his stay in New Delhi, Minister ii© held 
discussions with Prime Minister Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi, Foreign Minister Narasimha Rao and 
Finance M{ni$ier Prprtab* Kumar 

the" Viper 

rftfd fl n tf dust before his departure from India, 
Minister Lho said, he was very much satisfied 
with r tHe putcome of his talks vy»th rt»e -fndian 
leaders X,;v 

■ Tw^^Db^tagfigL wticMn ; 


eoRcwwsws 

Vol X Number 3 March 1882 


IN THIS ISSUE 


LETTERS TO EDITOR/THE KOREA I KNOW 2 

THE PRESIDENCY: Fifth Republic is one year old 4 

THE NATION: Toward second take-off 8 

INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS: Minister Lho's 
successful visit 10 

SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS: Minister proposes 
high-level meeting 13 

SEOUL CULTURE SCENE 14 

WOMEN 14 

SPORTS AND GAMES 16 

RELIGIONS AND FAITHS 16 

NEWS FROM KOREA 18 

ECONOMIC BRIEFS 19 


Front cover: Foreign Minister Shinyong Lho with Prime Minister 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi and India's Foreign Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao. 

Editor: Jong Hwan Suh 
Layout/Detign: K Gangadharan 

Korean News is published monthly by the Korean Information 
Service, Embassy of the Republic of Korea at 9. Chandragupta Marg, 
Chanakyapuri Extension, New Delhi 110021 and printed by H.K. 
Mehta at Thomson Press, Faridabad, Haryana. 


Throngs of shoppers in one of the busiest shopping districts in Seoul reflects the economic 
progress and the political stability the people enjoy 












T HE first year of President Chun Doo 
Hwan's term in office was a period of 
creativity that opened new vistas in all 
fields The high quality of leadership of the 
President and the determined efforts of the 
people have been instrumental in the rapid 
recovery of stability and the restoration of 
confidence of the people in their own abilities 
Internationally. Korea has begun to take its 
rightful place in the community of nations 
President Chun's trip to the United States of 
America not only cleared the uneasy atmos¬ 
phere that existed in the 1970s but also 
contributed to the strengthening of the Korea- 
U S. cooperative security system 



President Chun speaks to village children at Hapchon, Kyongsangnamdo, while on a tour of the '88 Olympics Highway, recently 


Fifth Republic Is One Yeer Old 


The shadow which darkened Korea-Japanese 
relations in the 1970s has also been blown 
away and relations have now entered a new 
cooperative stage Furthermore, President 
Chun's visit to the five ASEAN countries last 
year opened up a new era in Korea's relations 
with other countries in the Asian Pacific region 
Korea’s pomising potential has resulted in 
improved relations not only with traditional 
friends but with African and Communist bloc 
countries with which Korea has had little or no 
contact in the past. 

Domestically, Korea is showing renewed 
vitality, hope and confidence President Chun's 
commitment to a peaceful change of power in 
accordance with the constitutional limit to a 
single presidential term has transformed poli¬ 
tics and this, coupled with various reconciliatory 
measures including six amnesties has given 
democracy a chance to take root, 

A political dialogue between the administra¬ 
tion and the political parties has brought a new 
more creative political climate. Furthermore, 
the time is gone when public office meant 
privilege, rights and a means to accumulate 
wealth. Through vanous administrative and 
social reforms, government has been stream¬ 
lined and made more responsive and responsi¬ 
ble. It now more effectively serves the national 
interest and the needs of the people. 

The Asian Games in 1986 and the Olympics 
in 1988 will be significant events for Korea, 
symbolic of the nation's expanded role in the 
world community and of progress toward a 
more mature and open society, it will also 
provide an opportunity for the Korean people to 
broaden their outlook and become more con¬ 
scious of their civic responsibilities as citizens 
of an advancing nation.. 


Several important changes in social policy 
have been effected this year, reflecting Presi¬ 
dent Chun’s philosophy that the people are the 
masters of the country. They also symbolize a 
transition from an era of regulation to an era of 
individual responsibility. One of the most strik 
mg of these measures was the lifting of curfew 
as of midnight on January 5, 1982 Earlier in 
June 1981, restrictions on travel abroad were 
eased making it possible to study, work and live 
m foreign countries These measures were 
intended to help individuals reach their full 
potential by providing access to new technolo¬ 
gy and opportunities for academic research, 
cultural and artistic activities, and business 
Similarly, President Chun's instruction to dereg¬ 
ulate the hairstyle and school uniform of middle 
and high school students was meant to help 
young people to take greater responsibility for 
their own decisions 

President Chun has taken progressive steps 
to decrease government control of the eco¬ 
nomy so that private initiative by both labour 
and management can revitalize economic activ¬ 
ity. In late 1979 and 1980, Korea suffered 
severe economic problems as a result of a 
combination of factors including the negative 
side-effects associated with the rapid economic 
growth of the 1970s, political and social unrest 
and the second oil cnsis. Nevertheless, in a 
single year ending in January 1982, inflation 
was reduced to 11 3 percent and is expected to 
further decrease to a single digit figure, unpre¬ 
cedented in the history of the Republic Furth¬ 
ermore. Korean products have become more 
competitive internationally, resulting in the 
attainment of the export target of $20 billion. 
Prices and wages have been stabilized, distri¬ 
buting income more equitably; productivity and 


product quality has improved with advanced 
technology; the banking system is gradually 
being turned over to private ownership and 
overseas construction is rapidly expanding, 
The economy went from a minus growth rate 
in 1980 to a 7 percent growth rate in 1981, 
indicating that the nation has started again to 
realize its potential for growth Under the 
direction of the President and the concerted 
efforts of the people, it is now evident that the 
economy will begin a second takeoff and that 
the welfare of all the people will be ensured 
The government is working to increase employ¬ 
ment, to solve the housing shortage, to expand 
educational facilities and increase the quality of 
education, to increase medical insurance be¬ 
nefits and to provide the basic necessities for 
those who are unable to work. Furthermore, the 
government intends to increase the quality of 
life through increased cultural, recreational and 
educational opportunities. This will be accompa¬ 
nied by steps to improve the quality of teachers 
and ensure them a place of greater respect in 
society. 

One of the major concerns of the President is 
the problem of the reunification of the country 
and he is determined to open the way to 
national reconciliation.WThe unification formula 
proposed by President Chun and the 20 pilot 
projects suggested by the Unification Minister 
are a practical and realistic map to the peaceful, 
democratic unification of the country. They 
have thus received widespread support both 
domestically and internationally. 

This most recent formula has given the 
Republic of Korea the initiative based on netiorv 
al strength and renewed confidence. President 
Chun believes that if the South pursues unifica¬ 
tion persistently by concentrating on its econo* 


mic and political potential, a situation will be 
created where the isolated North Korean Com¬ 
munists will have to accept our call for a 
dialogue on unification. 

Korea has taken vast strides in all fields 
during the first year of the Fifth Republic, 
gaining a place of respect in the international 
community, restoring vitality and creativity to 
the political process, establishing a more open 
society where individual responsibility can be 
developed, reviving economic growth in stabil¬ 
ity and taking the initiative in finding a solution 
to the problem of unification. Thus the goal of 
the Fifth Republic to establish a just, democratic 
society ensuring the well-being of all citizens 
has been brought within reach The stage has 
been set for a second takeoff in the 1980 and all 
that is needed is the concerted efforts of 
everyone 

Social Reforms 

K OREA'S current social reform movement 
was conceived and initiated in mid-1980 as 
an integral part of efforts to overcome 
socio-political chaos that developed in the wake 
of the untimely death of President Park Chung 
Hee on October 26. 1979 The abrupt end to the 
authoritarian Park era led to a pandemonium of 
demands for change Student demonstrations 
spilled from campuses into th$ streets, wide¬ 
spread labour unrest boiled over into sporadic 
but sometimes violent protests. Some influen¬ 
tial but irresponsible politicians jockeyed for 
position by taking advantage of the confused 
state of affairs The economy began to founder 
under the shock of mounting instability 
Moreover, there were growing signs that the 
North Korean Communist regime was intensify ¬ 
ing their attempts to subvert the Republic of 
Korea 

If social reform is to find a cure for the 
problems Korea faces, it must du more than 


treat the symptoms Social reform is thus a 
continuing and continuous attempt to instill 
those values of honesty, order and creativity 
which are essential to making modern society 
livable and which are basic to the civic responsi¬ 
bility of democratic citizens The idea is to 
provide the opportunity for every citizen to 
develop his full potential regardless of position 
and thus for society as a whole to develop its 
full potential as a just democracy free of the 
past obstacles to progress 

In order to coordinate and guide the social 
reform efforts at the private and government 
level, a Social Reform Committee was estab- 
lished in November 1980 The objective is not 
only to preserve the accomplishments of the 
initial reforms but to encourage and develop 
long-range private reform movements aimed at 
developing a strong social consciousness and a 
sense of justice within the framework of 
traditional cultural values 

President Chun firmly believes that the crea¬ 
tion of an incorruptible society is essential to 
social harmony which m turn is basic to national 
security Furthermore, an honest, harmonious 
and secure nation is the foundation upon which 
Korea will build as it gradually transforms itself 
into an advanced society and prepares for 
progress toward unification. 

The success of the reforms in the first year 
has made it possible tor Korea to become a 
freer and more open society The first step in 
this direction was the drastic easing of restric¬ 
tions on foreign travel to encourage study, 
employment and emigration to foreign coun¬ 
tries These measures were taken to allow 
Koreans to take a more active role in interna¬ 
tional activities and thus to hone their creative 
abilities 

At the beginning of January two other steps 
were taken to ease social restrictions Curfew 
was lifted after 36 years at midnight on January 
5 At about the same time, dress codes for 
middle and high school students were elimin¬ 
ated These and other steps are meant to give 


the people greater latitude to develop their 
individuality and exercise freedom with respon¬ 
sibility. They reflect President Chun's philoso¬ 
phy that the people must be the masters of the 
country 

Under the Fifth Republic, President Chun has 
taken great strides forward, creating an atmos¬ 
phere of dialogue, trust and creativity within 
which all Koreans can strive to reach their full 
potential as a just and democratic people. 

Political Reforms 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan has taken the 
lead in carrying out a senes of political 
reforms supportive of democracy, while 
eradicating corruption and injustice. The kernal 
of the reforms is the provision of the Fifth 
Republic Constitution that prohibits any Presi¬ 
dent from serving more than a single seven- 
year term. 

This institutional safeguard against a pro¬ 
longed one-man rule was introduced in the 
belief that peaceful change of government is 
the key to democracy 
President Chun has repeated the pledge at 
every opportunity to step down at the end of his 
term of office. At his initiative, a clause was 
inserted in the current Constitution, prom¬ 
ulgated m October 1980, to stipulate - "Amend¬ 
ments to the Constitution tor the extension of 
the term of office of the President or for a 
change allowing for the reelection of the Presi¬ 
dent shall not be effective for the President in 
office at the time of the proposal for such 
amendments to the Constitution " This double 
safeguard against protracted personal rule is 
designed to prevent the recurrence of various 
past fraudulent and coersive actions to revise 
the constitution to extend the tenure of the 
Chief Executive. 

President Chun has often emphasized that 
political modernization is no less important to 


President Chun and First Lady Leo Soon-ja in the White House lawns during the former's visit to the United States, in January last year left, and in another diplomatic achievement President Chun made state 
visits to the five ASEAN countries, in June-July last year 




nation-building than economic and cultural de¬ 
velopment. Central to Korean political progress 
is a reform in parliamentary politics which in the 
past was beset by inefficiency and antiquated 
attitudes and practices. Now that the basic 
cause of severe political confrontation has been 
removed with the safeguarding of peaceful 
changes of government, efforts are focused on 
eliminating the notion that membership in the 
National Assembly is a prize entitling a politician 
to special privileges and allowing him to peddle 
his influence. 

A Productive National 
Assembly 

The authority of the National Assembly, often 
described as a handmaid of the admimtration. 
has been enhanced under the new Constitu¬ 
tion. Furthermore, the past political polarization, 
due in large measure to a two-party system, has 
been replaced with politics of dialogue and 
constructive debate In an unprecedented 
move. President Chun has met twice with the 
leaders of all major political parties and former 
Presidents to further a political dialogue In 
January this year, he went before the National 
Assembly to deliver a New Year policy state¬ 
ment—an act with few precedents in Korea. 
Furthermore, a post of Minister of State for 
Political Affairs has been created to serve as a 
liaison between the administration and the 
National Assembly. To advance national recon¬ 
ciliation. the President has not only met fre¬ 
quently with people from all walks of life, but 
has granted amnesty on several occasions. 
Socialist parties have been allowed to come 
into being for the first time in post-liberation 
Koreas. 

The government is also working hard to close 
the gap and remove the disparities among 
different social strata, and different regions, 
while seeking reconciliation between South and 
North Korea. The '88 Olympics Highway, the 
construction of which has just started, is an 


example of efforts to foster a balanced growth 
of different regions. 

Honest and Efficient 
Government 

President Chun concentrates his energies on 
developing public administration truly serving 
the interests of citizens, rather than domineer¬ 
ing over them Steps have been taken to do 
away with outdated or unwarranted regulations 
and controls and speed the internationalization 
of society. In the first major administrative 
reform in post-liberation Korea, the government 
has been trimmed down to eliminate waste, 
while increasing efficiency. At the same time, a 
Ministry of Labor has been created to advance 
the welfare of workers—a major ideal of the 
Fifth Republic. Various other measures have 
also been taken to realize a truly responsive 
government. 

Growth Resumed 

A FTER being battered by a year of deep 
recession coupled with rampant inflation, 
the Korean economy took a definitive turn 
for the better in 1981, and is expected to 
continue a steady recovery with increasing 
stability this year 

The gross national product went up 7.1 
percent last year in a sharp reversal of the 6.2 
percent minus growth recorded in 1980 The 
consumer price index increased only 12 6 per¬ 
cent, less than half the 34.6 percent rise in 
1980 Wholesale pnces stabilized even more 
dramatically; they were up only 11 8 percent 
compared to the 44.2 percent jump in 1980. 

The economy is projected to grow by about 
seven percent again this year. Furthermore.the 
inflation rate is most likely to drop to a single¬ 
digit figure in 1982 for the first time in post¬ 
liberation Korea which has been plagued by a 
chronic upward spiral of prices. 


The recovery in 1981 was aided by rebound¬ 
ing exports. Commodity exports rose by about 
21 percent in 1981 to US$21 billion. In 1980, 
exports grew by only about 16 percent to 
US$17.5 billion. Exports in 1982 are projected 
to reach the neighborhood of US$25 billion, up 
about 18 percent or so from 1981. 

Last year, the agricultural and fisheries sector 
fully recovered the ground lost to a poor harvest 
caused by bad weather in 1980. Last year, this 
sector grew by 23 percent, as against the 22 
percent decline in the previous year. On the 
other hand, the nonagricultural sector posted a 
four-percent growth last year, compared to the 
2.5-percent fall in 1980 The addition of 300.000 
more jobs increased employment in 1981 to 14 
million, up 2.2 percent over 1980. cutting the 
unemployment rate from 5.2 percent to 4 8 
percent. The current account deficit in the 
balance of payments decreased from US$5.3 
billion in 1980 to US$4.7 billion in 1981. with the 
trade deficit dropping even more significantly, 
going from US$4.4 billion to US$3 3 billion 
Private consumption, which declined 1.4 per¬ 
cent in 1980. increased 4.4 percent last year, 
stimulating the recovery. 

Quick Turnaround 

The economy has thus rather quickly reco¬ 
vered from serious stagflation that set in during 
the last years of the 1970s due to the combina¬ 
tion of a series of misfortunes and negative 
legacies from the past era of high growth. This 
turnaround can be attributed to the following 
factors: 

First and foremost, the nation successfully 
pulled out of the socio-political chaos triggered 
by the tragic death of President Park Chung 
Hee The chaos, together with higher energy 
costs due to the second oil crisis of 1979 and 
soaring food prices caused by a crop failure in 
1980, precipitated a recession, while fanning 
inflation. 


At on example of democratic poUttcs President Chun moots and discusses important national affair s with senior leaders of political parties including Opposition parties. 









Indian Ambassador On 
First Year Of Tbs Fifth Republic 


Second, the government acted speedily and 
firmly to reverse the unfavorable economic 
trend. Central to the economic recovery effort 
was a steadfast tight money policy designed to 
neutralize the inflationary impact of excessive 
monetary expansion in the past, especially 
since the mid-19709. The money supply ex¬ 
panded by only 25 percent in 1981, compared 
with the average annual increase rate of 32 
percent recorded between 1976 and 1980. The 
government plans to limit the money supply 
expansion in 1982 to a range of 20 to 22 percent 
in an attempt to hold inflation to a single-digit 
figure. The ultimate aim is to prevent Korea's 
domestic prices from rising any faster than 
those of its major trading partners. 

Last but not least, various policy reforms are 
being carried out to improve economic efficien¬ 
cy and achieve optimum utilization of re¬ 
sources. Basically, these measures are aimed 
at giving greater play to the market mechanism 
and private initiative, while eliminating root 
causes of inflation They signify a clean depar¬ 
ture from the past government-directed system 
of economic management, which undoubtedly 
made significant contributions to the high 
growth of the 1960s and early 1970s. but which 
nonetheless became obsolete and even harm¬ 
ful in more recent years, creating various 
problems 


* 

Liberalizing The Economy 


Measures being taken to remedy the prob¬ 
lems and prepare the nation for a second 
takeoff may be described in a nutshell as aimed 
at "liberalizing the economy both internally and 
externally." Even before the inauguration of the 
present government, last year, prices of most 
commodities had been decontrolled. Furth¬ 
ermore, the Fair Trade and Anti-Monopoly Act. 
put into effect at the end of 1980, is being 
vigorously enforced with the aim of minimizing 
direct government control, while promoting 
competition throughout the economy. 

The banking sector is also being extensively 
reformed to ensure the allocation of investable 
funds through market mechanism and sound 
banking principles rather than government 
direction. For this purpose, one of the five major 
commercial banks was denationalized in mid- 
1981 and the rest are to be progressively turned 
over to private management by 1985. 

While retaining existing tax incentives to 
foreign investors, the economy is being opened 
up further by eliminating import barriers one 
after another, by encouraging the inflow of 
foreign technology and by adopting a more 
liberal foreign investment policy that allows a 
maximum foreign equity share of 100 percent in 
virtually all industries. The stock market is also 
being made accessible to foreigners. 

Measures have been taken to improve the 
financial structures of business corporations 
many 6f vyfrfch were faced with the danger of 
Insolvency cjoefd overexpSnsion combined 
wttfrptorin^rtp w domestic 
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I NDIAN Ambassador to Korea Vasant Vasudeo 
Paranjpe said recently Korea's Fifth Republic 
had made very impressive successes in va¬ 
rious fields in a short period of one year. 

"The Republic has assumed energy, initiative 
and imagination in every field of activities." he 
said. 

It has, he said, restored social and political 
stability and economic momentum and taken a 
lot of initiatives in international affairs—particu¬ 


larly through invitational diplomacy. 

In an interview on the anniversary of the Fifth 
Republic's inauguration the Indian ambassador, 
who is also dean of the foreign diplomatic corps 
in Seoul, said the Republic invited leaders of 
public opinion to Seoul practically from all 
comers of the world to have free and frank 
discussions with them. 

As far as the question of reunification is 
concerned, he said, Korea's position has been 
enhanced in the international community since 
Seoul was chosen to hold the 1986 Asian 
Games and the 1988 Olympics. 

As to the invitation of President Chun Doo 
Hwan to India, he said no definite date has been 
fixed for his visit. "I hope it will take place in the 
foreseeable future." 

However, he said, one of the difficulties is 
"that our president is due to change In the 
middle of the year." This visit will also deperd 
on President Chun's and the new president's 
schedules, he said. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs tho Shinyong's 


contributions to the Korean-lndian relationship, 
he said, are greater than his visit to New Delhi 
has brought. 

"After his return to Korea from overseas 
service. Minister Lho invited a number of 
individuals and organizations from India to Seoul 
to cement friendly relations," he said. 

When he visited tyew Delhi recently, he said. 
Lho was very grandly received and welcomed 
by the Indian government. 


"We maintain relations with both South and 
North Korea at the same level and have always 
believed that any divided countries should be 
united through peaceful means," he said. 

He said India supports President Chun's 
unification formula contained in his 1982 New 
Year Policy Statement made on January 22. 

Concerning the economic cooperation be¬ 
tween the two countries, the ambassador said, 
"The annual volume of trade between Korea 
and India has just passed $300 million." 

When an Indian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry delegation came to Korea last year, he 
said, the two sides agreed on raising the trade 
volume to the level of $1 billion in a few years. 

"Korean exports to India have grown rapidly 
in the fields of steel, fertilizer, ships and 
cement, and the volume of trade will aldo grow 
rapidly in the years to come." he said. 

"A few years ago Korea was known to bs a 
market for India but the situation has changed 
now," Korea, he said has arisen as a supplier of 
goods to his country. • 




THE NATION 

i 

TOWARD SECOND TAKE-OFF 


The Fifth Republic of Korea hat com¬ 
pleted a very fruitful year this month. 
Political stability coupled with vigor¬ 
ous economic activities has taken the 
country to new heights. 


T HE country's Fifth Five-Year Economic 
and Social Development Plan (1982-86) 
was set into motion at the beginning of 
this year with the aim of ensuring continued 
high growth under conditions of stability, while 
attaining more equitable income distribution 
and greater economic well-being of all citizens 
The Fifth Plan projects the real gross national 
product to grow at an average annual rate of 7 6 
percent. At this rate of growth, the GNP in 
terms of 1980 prices will increase from 
US$57 4 billion in 1980 to US$90 billion by 
1986. with the per capita GNP rising from 
US$1,506 to US$2,170. The level of unemploy¬ 
ment should decrease from 5 2 percent in 1980 
to four percent by 1986. 

The projected sustained growth is predicated 
on holding inflation under firm control. To that 
end, the annual growth in money supply is 
scheduled to be limited to 18 percent, much 
lower than in the past This, in turn, calls for 
progressively increasing the tax-GNP ratio from 
the current 18 4 percent to 22 percent by 1986 
in order to do away with deficit financing by the 
government—a major cause of inflation in the 
past. Control of inflation will also be essential to 
boosting the domestic savings ratio from the 
current 23 percent to almost 30 percent by 
1986 so that the investment rate can be 
maintained at about 32 percent during the Fifth 
Plan period with less dependence on foreign 
capital than in the past. The Foreign savings (net 
capital inflow) ratio would be reduced to 4.2 
percent of the GNP. from the 7 1 percent in the 
previous five years 

Export expansion will continue to be the 
"engine of growth." In real terms, exports are 
projected to grow at 11.4 percent per annum. 
At current prices, exports should grow from 
US$21 billion in 1981 to US$53 billion in 1986 
Increasing emphasis will be placed on the 
development of high-technology export pro¬ 
ducts to help meet the export target. 

To sustain growth during the new five-year 
plan, stress will be on increasing efficiency in 
investment allocation, encouraging research 
and development and fostering competition. 
The current investment incentive program will 
be further restructured to give equal treatment 
to all forms of investment To promote business 
competition and stimulate improvement in pro¬ 
duct quality, import liberalization wiH be prog¬ 
ressively increased to a level comparable to that 
prevailing in industrial countries of the West. 


Emphasis on well-being 

The Fifth Five-Year Plan places greater emph¬ 
asis on the well-being of ordinary citizens than 
any past plan The pursuit of this goal should be 
complementary to, rather than competitive 
with, that of economic growth. Thus the heart 
of Korea's policy for social development is 
expanding employment opportunities in a non- 
inflationary environment With the institutiona¬ 
lization of an educational tax in 1982 this will be 
coupled with programs to increase educational 
opportunities for all social groups. In addition, 
efforts will be made to expand housing, espe¬ 
cially for low-income families, and to extend 
medical insurance coverage. 

The new five-year plan reflects the philo¬ 
sophies and perceptions of the new generation 
of leaders in government. In addition, unlike 
past plans, it was formulated with the extensive 
participation of private citizens from various 
walks of life The government, with the help of 
the Korea Development Institute, held over 20 
policy consultation meetings on all major topics 
prior to finalizing the plan 

Favourable Prospects 

Competent observers, domestic and foreign, 
agree that the prospects for the Korean eco¬ 
nomy are good for several important reasons 

First, Korea's labor force is expected to grow 
at about three percent per annum, while popula¬ 
tion will increase at 1.6 percent yearly. This 
means that the average worker will have fewer 
dependents to support and hence be able to 
save more. Thus the country should be able to 
finance large investment requirements with 
minimum inflation and given such a rapid 
growth of the labor force, the returns on capital 
and other forms of investment in Korea will 
continue to be high. 

Korea also has an outstanding capacity to 
absorb high technology from abroad. Each new 
generation is better educated and Korean en¬ 
trepreneurs are more dynamic and progressive. 

In addition. Korea now has her own technologic¬ 
al base, as is illustrated by the outstanding 
performance of the Korea Advanced Institute of 
Science and Technology. 

Overall output can be increased relatively 
easily by shifting labor out of low productivity 
agriculture, which still accounts for some 34 
percent of total employment, to high productiv¬ 
ity industry. 

Last but not least, the work ethic of the 
Korean people is strong and labor-management 
relationships are generally harmonious. The 
government is strongly committed to economic 
development and the welfare of the people. 


Opening up Korean 
Society 

To internationalize Korean society further, the 
government has recently acted to ease restric¬ 
tions on overseas travel by citizens. Laws and 
regulations governing passports were drastical¬ 
ly revised in Apnl 1981 and again in August of 
that year to minimise restraints on overseas 
travel for study, employment and emigration. 
Further easing of these restrictions is planned. 
This is yet another indication that the country 
has abandoned its semi-seclusiomst attitude 
and is advancing actively onto the world stage. 

• 

Encounters in Peace 


O N September 30. 1981, the International 
Olympic Committee meeting in Baden- 
Baden, West Germany voted to award 
Seoul the right to host the 24th Summer 
Olympics in 1988 Two months later on Novem¬ 
ber 27, 1981, the Asian Games Federation at a 
general meeting in New Delhi also voted to hold 
the 1986 Asian Games in Seoul. Winning the 
right to hold these two athletic events is one of 
the major achievements of the first year of the 
Fifth Republic. It is indicative of the position 
which Korea now occupies in the world. 

In his first half year in office, President Chun 
traveled to the United States and to the five 
members of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations These trips represent, in part, the 
commitment of Korea to contribute its fair share 
to the life of the international community The 
decision to grant Seoul the right to hold these 
two athletic events is in recognition of Korea's 
willingness and ability to fulfil that commit- 



ment. Furthermore; it is symbolic of Korea's 
open-door diplomacy and the willingness and 
desire to welcome all nations regardless of 
ideological or political differences. 

For Seoul and the Korean people the pri¬ 
vilege and responsibility of holding these two 
major athletic events are of special significance. 
At a speech opening the National Sports Festiv¬ 
al shortly after the Baden-Baden meeting, 
President Chun Doo Hwan commented on this 
significance. He said "Histoncally, the Korean 
peninsula has gone through many vicissitudes 
pwing to its location as a meeting point of 
continental and oceanic forces. ...Twice large 
numbers of powerful nations have converged 
on the peninsula—first during the final years of 
the Yi Dynasty and second during the Korean 
War. Both were encounters in conflict and war. 

"The 1988 Seoul Olympics will symbolize the 
transformation of encounters in conflict and war 
into encounters in harmony and peace ..“ It is 
no small thing to the Korean people that for 
once, world attention will be focused on them 
for a reason that has nothing to do with its 
geopolitical position. Instead thousands of 
young people will converge on Seoul to test 
their athletic abilities against the best from 
around the world. It will truly be a grand festival 
of friendship and understanding between ail 
people. 

Korea will be the second nation in Asia and 
the first developing country to host the Olym¬ 
pics. It thus is important not only for Koreans 
but for the people of all developing countries. 
While providing every necessity and comfort for 
the athletes and while making the Olympics a 
successful athletic event and a great cultural 
experience. Korea intends to make it the most 
efficient and economically sound Olympics in 
history and thereby to set an example which 
other developing countries would be able to 



follow in future years. 

A substantial number of the facilities needed 
for the Olympics have already been constructed 
either in anticipation of the day when Seoul 
would host the Olympics or in preparation for 
other international events. There is still much to 
be done, however, in the intervening years to 
complete the stadiums, tourist accommoda¬ 
tions, transportation and communication facili¬ 
ties and to beautify the city of Seoul and 
surrounding areas The Olympic Organizing 
Committee has already been formed and is 
working out meticulous plans to ensure that 
everything will be satisfactorily prepared in 
sufficient time. 

Finally, the Olympics and the Asian Games 
will provide the Korean people with an oppor¬ 
tunity to demonstrate their maturity as a 
nation, socially, economically and culturally. As 
a result of social reforms effected during the 
past two years, followed by the lifting of 
curfew, the easing of dress codes for students 
and the liberalizing of travel restnctions Koreans 


have regained their confidence in themselves 
and their leaders and are developing a strong 
civic consciousness supportive of democracy. 
These creative tendencies will be continuously 
developed and given wide latitude so that 
Korean society will become increasingly soph¬ 
isticated and cosmopolitan. 


Economic progress end political stability rewarded the 
country with international recognition in the form of 
selection of Seoul as the venue of the 1996 Asian 
Games and the 1989 Olympics. Mayor of Seoul, Park 
Young-soo is all jubilation when the IOC announced its 
decision in Baden Baden last September; left; and 
below, in the 'search for roots’, the Government has 
taken a number of measures id promote the culture 
and traditions that are dear to the nation and its pebple, 
an effort necessitated by the technological develop¬ 
ment Kukpung ‘81 was one such attempt to encour¬ 
age the traditional art forms; and far below, die Third 
World Theatre Festival and CoNoquy held m Seoul waa 
another example of the Government's desire to 
promote art and culture 
















INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 


Minister Lho's Successful Visit 


T HE Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shinyong 
Lho made a five-day official visit to India 
from the 17th to 20th of last month. He 
had two rounds of discussions with the Indian 
Minister of External Affairs. P.V Narasimha 
Rao. Mr. Lho also met Prime Minister Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, President Neelam Sanjiva Reddy, 

Finance Minister Pranab Kumar Mukherjee and 
Vice-President M. Hidayatullah, and discussed 
bilateral matters with them 
On his arrival at the New Delhi airport on the 
night of February 17, Minister Lho was 
accorded a warm welcome. Next day, he held 
discussions with Minister Rao at his office In 
the evening Mr. Rao hosted a dinner in honour 
of Mr Lho. 

Speaking at the dinner, Mr. Rao said. Foreign 
Minister Shinyong Lho had served with distinc¬ 
tion in India as the Ambassador of his country 
from 1972 to 1974. He was, therefore, no 
stranger to India. Since the arrival of Mr. Lho. 

"we have been able to have an extremely 
useful and cordial exchange of views As our 
talks have confirmed and underlined, it is the 
effort of both the Republic of Korea and India to 
work for peace and security in their respective 
regions, on the Asian continent and the world in 
general/ 

"We share the view that the developing 
countries of Asia and other parts of the world 
can secure a better life for their people only in 
peaceful environment, without tensions of any 
kind. India has consistently followed a policy of 
nonalignment since its independence. In keep¬ 
ing with the principles and aims of the nona- 
ligned movement we have endeavoured to 
promote peace, stability and economic develop¬ 
ment both in the region immediately surround¬ 
ing us and. within the limitations of our modest 
means, in the world at large" 

Referring to the discussions the two minis¬ 
ters had on the bilateral relations between the 

Right from top. Minister Lho with President Sanjiva Reddy; with Vice-President M Hidayatullah; end. with Finance Minister 
Prenab Kumar Mukherjee Below. Minister Lho placing a wreath at the Samadhi of Pandit JatwaharM Nehru 


two countries. Mr. Rao said, "while expressing 
satisfaction at their development in the recent 
past we have also underlined our commitment 
to further strengthening the fnendly relations 
which already exist between us and to wide¬ 
ning the area of cooperation which is available 
to our people and governments " 

Support for Unification Moves 

"India's association with Korea 19 rooted in 
History, indeed in antiquity Buddhism has 
formed a bridge between the two cultures, 
each of which can claim a rich heritage In more 
recent times, we have been witness to the 
unfortunate division of the Korean peninsula It 
has been the consistent view of our govern¬ 
ment that the reunification of Korea should be 
achieved through peaceful efforts on both 
sides, without foreign intervention We shall 
continue to support all initiatives that are taken 
to this end 

" It is a matter of great satisfaction that there 
are no outstanding contemporary problems 
between us The potential for cooperation 
between our two countries is indeed consider¬ 
able It is our task to fulfil this potential and 
further strengthen the friendly relations be¬ 
tween our two peoples/ 

Admiration for India 

In his reply. Minister Lho said: "I am delight¬ 
ed to visit this beautiful city of New Delhi again 
ahty seven years I learned to admire and love 
India when t served as my country's envoy and 
India su. occupies a very special place in my 
heart. 

"India is well known to Korean people and 
respected for the way in which this great 
country has maintained its unity and contributed 
to world peace and prosperity. 

"We have watched with admiration the 
emergence of India as the largest practising 















democracy in the world. Equally important to us 
in the fields of international relations is India's 
outstanding contribution to the Non-Aligned 
Movement as a stabilizing force in today's 
complex world of formidable challenges. In this 
sense, we would like to salute you for success¬ 
fully holding the Conference of Non-Alighed 
Foreign Ministers in New Delhi last year. 

Long-lasting Friendship 

"The friendship between India and Korea is 
long-standing and marked with numerous 
events of histoncal significance. Koreans still 
remember the outstanding performance of a 
great Indian diplomat. Mr. K.P.S. Menon. In 
1948, as Chairman of the UN Temporary Com¬ 
mission on Korea, this gentleman successfully 
carried out the difficult job of supervising the 
first general election which gave birth to the 
Republic of Korea Again in the early 1950s 
when we were attacked by the North. India 
didn't hesitate to render humanitarian assist¬ 
ance by sending a Field Ambulance Unit 

Warm Relationship 

"Since the establishment of diplomatic rela¬ 
tions in 1973. the bilateral relations between 
our two countries have been increasingly warm 
and satisfactory. Two-way trade has increased 
more than 20 times and last year it reached US$ 
310 million. Furthermore, what deserves our 
special attention is the expansion in cultural 
exchanges. The active functioning of the Ko- 
rean-lndian Joint Cultural Committee and the 
exchanges of folk dance troupes are only a 
couple of examples of ever-increasing cultural 
programmes. 

"The just and principled stand of the Indian 
Government concerning Korean question in the 
international community, especially in the Un¬ 
ited Nations and the Non-Aligned Movement, 
has always been an example to other countries 

"I hope that our two countries, as equal 
partners in Asia, will continue to expand a wide 
variety of cooperative relations in various eco¬ 
nomic fields on the basis of mutual benefit and 
understanding. 

"I would like to take this opportunity to 
express my profound appreciation to your 
Government for its generous cooperation to 
make our Ambassadors' meeting successful. 
We attach special significance to the meeting 
as it has taken place this time in India, a country 
which plays very important role in ensuring 
world peace and prosperity." 

Earlier in the day. the Foreign Minister inau¬ 
gurated the meeting of Korea's heads of mis¬ 
sions of Asian and Middle East countries held in 
New Delhi. After the inauguration of the meet¬ 
ing Minister Lho visited Rajghat and Shantivana 
and placed wreaths on the Samadhis of Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 

On February 19. Minister Lho called on Prime 
Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Finance Minister 
Pranab Kumar Mukherjee and Vice-President 
M. Hidayatultah. In the evening he attended a 
dinner hosted by Korea's Ambassador in India. 

On February 20. the two foreign ministers 
met again to carry on their inconclusive discus¬ 
sions. Both of them expressed their satisfaction 
over the outcome of the discussions. 


Press Conference 

At • press conference held st the conclusion 




of his talks with Mr. Rao. the visiting foreign 
minister said, his discussions with the Indian 
leaders were "valuable and fruitful". He added 
that he was very much satisfied with the 
exchange of views with his Indian counterpart. 

Mr. Lho said that he was more confident after 
his talks with Indian leaders that India and Korea 
could promote greater bilateral cooperation 
which perhaps would have special relevance to 
the Consultative Conference on South-South 
dialogue in New Delhi, to achieve a new 
international economic order. Korea, he said, 
was happy to have been invited to participate m 
New Delhi Consultations. 

India's Just Stand 

Minister Lho further said: "Korea owes you a 
great deal. India was instrumental in the found¬ 
ing of the Republic of Korea as the Chairman 
Country of the United Nations Temporary Com¬ 
mission on Korea from 1947 to 1948. India 
came to our aid during the Korean War render¬ 
ing such humanitarian assistance as despatch¬ 
ing a Medical Unit and by heading the Neutral 
Nations' Repatriation Commission in the early 
1950s. And India, as a leading member of the 
nonahgned movement, has taken a principled 
and just attitude whenever the Korean question 
was discussed in various meetings of the 
movement. 

"Since the elevation of our relations in 1973. 
the ties between our two countries have be¬ 
come increasingly warm and have quickly ex¬ 
panded to include a great variety of political, 
economic and cultural activities. Two-way trade 
has increased to reach $310 Million, last year. 

"Especially significant is the long-term con¬ 
tract between the Pohang Iron and Steel 
Company in Korea and several Indian com¬ 
panies, including MMTC to supply about 4 
million tons of Indian iron ore annually to Korea. 

"Moreover, cultural exchanges have in¬ 
creased notably, recent examples being the 
"India Fortnight" in Seoul and exchanges of 
National Folk Dance Troupes. Equally notewor¬ 
thy is the growing number of mutual visits at 
the official and private levels. I always 
believe that the prospect for India is the 
prospect for Asia. It is not because the size of 
India is one of the biggest in Asia but because 
your problems and aspirations represent truly 
the problems and aspirations of the whole 
Asian people. The rise of India into prominence 
promises the rise of Asia in history. 

"In the discussions with Indian Government 
leaders, we agreed to work out further mea¬ 
sures to promote our relations in all fields on the 
basis of mutual benefit and understanding. 
Korea, as a third world developing country, is 
fully committed to the principles of the new 
international economic order. We. therefore, 
hope that India and Korea can share with each 
other the experiences acquired during recent 
economic development. Thus there is a great 
potential for increased cooperation between 
India and Korea which would benefit us both." 

In answer to a question, Mr. Lho specifically 
mentioned that there would be a meeting in 
March between representatives of the Korean 
industries and experts to work out concrete 
details of cooperation in such matters as joint 
ventures and cooperation in projects in third 
countries. He expected tangible results to 
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Hnme Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi m the Korean Stall at the Sth World Book Fair ; last month, top ; and above. Park 
Saeng-kwang'spainting exhibition at the AIFACS Gallery Ambassador Chung-Ta Kim, who inaugurated the exhibition is back to 
the camera. 


emerge from this meeting. 

Increased Economic Ties 

Mr. Lho said that to encourage Korean 
investments in India, his Government had 
submitted proposals for avoidance of double 
taxation and investment guarantees on the 
pattern of agreements which several other 
countries had concluded with South Korea. He 
added that Korea had suggested a visa exemp¬ 
tion agreement to encourage diversified con¬ 
tacts between the two countries. 

Looking back at the growth of commercial 
relations between Korea and India, Mr Lho 
pointed out that in a short span of seven years 
after the establishment of full'diplomatic rela¬ 
tions the trade turnover between the two 
countries had touched the record figure of $310 
million. He said his Government had set a target 
of a turnover of $ 1 billion which he said it was 
confident of attaining. 

Some of the concrete areas for expansion of 
economic relations on this magnitude, Mr. Lho 
said, were increased iron ore exports from India 
to feed another large integrated steel mill which 
was being set up in Korea. He pointed out that 
at present Korea was importing four million 
tonnes of iron ore from India, which was a 
quarter of its total imports of iron ore to produce 
about 10 million tonnes ot steel. 

On the Korean side, Mr Lho believed that 
India could utilise the shipbuilding capacity of 
that country. For this purpose India and Korea 
were examining ways and means of financing 
orders from India. Yet another major possibility 
which would be examined at the March meet¬ 
ing would be Korean investments in turnkey 
steel projects in India. 

The Korean Question 

Referring to the exchanges of views which 
he had on political issues pertaining to the 
Korean peninsula Mr Lho said the main concern 
of South Korea was to lessen tension in the 
peninsula. For this it was necessary to restore 
credibility in the relations between North and 
South Korea. 

"On January 22, this year, President Chun 
again put forward a comprehensive and con¬ 
crete plan for the peaceful unification of Korea. 
The proposal calls for the formation of a 
Consultative Conference for National Reunifica¬ 
tion to be composed of representatives from 
both sides. The main function of this confer¬ 
ence will be to draft a constitution to establish a 
unified, democratic republic on the Korean 
peninsula. 

"The President's proposal also suggests that, 
as an interim measure pending the achieve¬ 
ment of eventual reunification, the two sides 
enter into a provisional agreement on basic 
relations with a view to reducing tension and 
building mutual trust. 

All peace-loving countries have expressed 
whole-hearted support for this proposal and 
hope that it will be met with a positive response 
from North Korea resulting in national reconcilia¬ 
tion. ultimately leading to reunification. 

North Korea's initial response has been rather 
disappointing. However, the Republic of Korea 
is determined to pursue this peaceful policy of 
dialogue and reconciliation until the North Ko¬ 



rean are moved to sit down and talk sincerely 
with us. 

We hope and expect that the international 
community, including the Non-aligned coun¬ 
tries. will join us in our efforts to create a 
favourable atmosphere for the resumption of 
dialogue and the peaceful reunification of the 
country. 

Minister Lho left New Delhi for Pans on 
February 20. Speaking to the All India Radio 
correspondent at the airport, just before his 
departure, Mr. Lho said, he was very much 


satisfied with the outconrje of his talks with the 
Indian leaders. He added that he discussed with 
them bilateral and international matters of 
mutual concern. He was confident that the 
relations between the two countries would be 
rapidly expanded and strengthened, including 
economic cooperation. 

He mentioned that the two countries had 
already identified areas of cooperation and 
more areas will be identified in the near future. 

On the question of unification of Korea, Mr. 


Lho said, he had explained to the Indian leaders 
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SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS 




MINISTER PROPOSES 
HIGH-LEVEL MEETING 


about President Chun's proposals for high 
level meeting and dialogue between the two 
Koreas. The first important thing, he said, was 
to lessen tension through peaceful exchanges 
to create an atmosphere for dialogue to achieve 
peaceful unification. The Indian Government, he 
noted with satisfaction, had expressed its 
understanding and sympathy in line with its 
nonaligned policy. 

World 
Book Fair 

K OREA participated in the 5th World Book 
Fair, which was held in New Delhi, last 
month. The Book Fair organised by the 
National Book Trust, India, had attracted about 
500 participants including 50 from foreign coun¬ 
tries. 

Korea's stall represented by the Korean 
Publishers' Association was in the Arab Pavilion 
of the Fair Books in Korean and English were 
displayed in the exhibition 
The Fair was inaugurated by Prime Minister 
Mrs Indira Gandhi, who visited the Korean stall 
also. An art book '5000 Years of Korean Art' 
was presented to her as a souvenir 
The Korean stall was visited by large number 
of visitors to the book fair Many of them 
showed great interest in the English publica¬ 
tions from Korea, particularly art books and 
children's books The language teaching book 
'How to Talk In Korean' also attracted the 
attention of many 

Park's 

Paintings 

T HE AIFACS Gallery in New Delhi had a 
sample of Korea's traditional paintings 
from February 24 to 28, when Korea's 
veteran painter Park Saeng-kwang's paintings 
were on exhibition. The exhibition was orga¬ 
nised jointly by the All India Fine Arts and Crafts 
Society and the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations. Ambassador Chung-Tai Kim inaugu¬ 
rated the exhibition. 

Among today's painters of Korea Park Saeng- 
kwang enjoys an enviable position. At the age 
of 16. that is in 1920, he went to Japan and later 
graduated from the Government College of Arts 
in Kyodo. He taught in different art institutions 
in Japan and from 1974 he is a member of the 
National Academy of Arts of Japan. He has won 
several awards in prestigious painting competi¬ 
tions in Japan and held several exhibitions in 
Japan and Korea. 

Korean National Museum of Modem Art has 
also organised several exhibitions of his paint¬ 
ings. 

....... 


President Chun has taken several con¬ 
structive Initiatives to ease tension on 
the Korean peninsula and achieve the 
cherished goal of peaceful unification. 
But North Korea's response so far has 
bean negative. The Republic of Korea, 
however, continues to pursue its 
efforts for peaceful unification. The 
Minister of National Unification Board 
Sohn Jae-shik's latest proposal Is one 
of these. 


M INISTER of National Unification Sohn 
Jae-shik last month proposed to North 
Korea that a high-level meeting be held in 
March either in Seoul, Pyongyang or the 
truce village of Panmunjom to discuss the 
unification question He proposed that each 
delegation be composed of nine delegates 
headed by a cabinet-rank official 
In a statement, the minister suggested that 
the high-level meeting discuss "the question of 
holding a meeting between the top leaders of 
South and North Korea to organize a Consulta¬ 
tive Conference for National Reunification 
which would draft a constitution of a unified 
Korea and also to promote the normalization of 
relations between the South and the North " 
The unification minister said that participants 
in the proposed meeting would also discuss 
North Korea's proposal of Feb 10 of a joint 
meeting of South and North Korean politicians, 
and various issues which should be resolved 
with urgency to promote exchanges and ease 
tension between the two sides. Mr Sohn said 
the nine delegates of the South will be headed 
by Minister of State for National Security and 
Diplomacy Roh Tae-Woo and deputy chief 
delegate will be Kim Sang-koo, deputy secret¬ 
ary-general of the Advisory Council on Peaceful 
UmficatiQn Policy 

The formation of a consultative conference 
was proposed by President Chun Doo Hwan on 
Feb 22 to prepare a constitution of a unified 
Korea. 

Pointing out that the Republic of Korea 
government also proposed on Feb. 1 a set of 20 
pilot projects to promote inter-Korea exchanges 
and cooperation, the minister said that "the 
North has rejected the South Korean formula by 
reiterating their stereotyped preconditions to 
dialogue, including the withdrawal of U.S 
forces from Korea and the repeal of the 
anticommunism policy." 

North Korea countered this and the earlier 
proposal made by President Chun with a call for 
a meeting of 50 politicians each from South and 
North Korea, and announced a list of not only its 
own delegates but also South Korea's, an 
action Mr. Sohn decried as "without precedent 
in history." 


U.N. Help 

For S-N Korea Talks 

K OREA'S ambassador to the United Nations 
Kim Kyung-won said that Korea will con¬ 
tinue to seek dialogue with North Korea 
through the UN. secretary general or other 
third parties 

In his speech at a luncheon meeting hosted 
by the Asia Society, Mr. Kim said that the U.N. 
secretary general has generously offered his 
good offices, but that North Korea has been 
negative so far. 

On Korea's membership in the United Na¬ 
tions, he said that Korea would likely to become 
a member of the United Nations, and would not 
object to North Korean membership. 

He added that the main objective of Korean 
diplomacy in the world forum is the reduction of 
tension on the Korean peninsula 

Kim Jr. Elected 
To N.K. Parliament 

N ORTH Korea reported last month that Kim 
Jong-il, son of aging president Kim ll-sung. 
was elected for the first time to the na¬ 
tion's parliament, the supreme people’s 
assembly 

Veteran Korea watchers considered the elec¬ 
tion a major step in elevating young Kim to a 
Position to succeed his father as North Korea's 
second leader since North Korea was estab¬ 
lished in 1948. 

The official North Korean Central News Agen¬ 
cy (KCNA) said in a broadcasted reported the 
president and his 40-year-old son were among 
615 deputies to win seats in the elections. 

The broadcast, monitored in Tokyo, said "100 
percent of the registered electors took part in 
voting and 100 percent of them cast their 
ballots for the candidates of deputies" to the 
assembly 

Young Kim never held a seat in the organiza¬ 
tion. His role was previously confined to the 
ruling workers' (Communist) Party. 

His significant rise in the country's political 
hierarchy began in October 1980 when he was 
named secretary of the party's Politburo, the 
highest post next only to that of his father, who 
is party chairman. 

Young Kim's election to parliament came a 
few days after a KNCA distributed dispatch, 
giving weight to recent rumors that senior Kim, 
70 , will initiate a campaign to name his son as 
his successor. 

North Korea's official media have also laun¬ 
ched a publicity campaign, describing Kim's son 
as a "beloved leader" and the country's "hero." 

...—, . .13. 




SEOUL CULTURE SCENE 

Picasso 
Ceramics 
Show In Seoul 



T HE world-famous artist Pablo Picasso's 
ceramic works came to Korea for the first 
time, to provide the Korean people an 
opportunity to view "another artistic world" of 
the Spanish artist. 

In celebration of the 100th anniversary of his 
birthday, an exhibition of the ceramics was 
started at the National Museum of Modem Art 
in Toksy Palace. Seoul under the auspices of 
the Korean Broadcasting System 
A total of 186 ceramic works were on display 
in the 44-ddy long exhibition. 

Picasso's ceramic works mostly are on the 
theme of the human face, sun, Greek myths, 
fishes, doves and bullfights. They include 
flower vases, kettles, plates, cups and tiles. 

The great artist, who left about 40,000 works 
produced in his life time, devoted himself to 
creating ceramic works starting about 1947, 
producing more than 3,000 works. 

Restoration Of 
Ancient 
Culture 

T HE government has set aside a total of 9 
million dollars for this year's programme 
for the development of ancient cultural 
regions in the country and restoration works on 
cultural properties. 

According to an announcement of the Minis¬ 
try of Culture and Information, some five million 
dollars will be used for restoration and preserva¬ 
tion of cultural properties as a part of the 
long-term programme to preserve the nation's 
cultural heritage. 

Some four million dollars will be spent for the 
development of five ancient cultural regions. 
14 *_ 


They are: Kongju and Puyo areas of the 
Paekche Kingdom (B.C. 18-660 A.D.). Kyoogju, 
the ancient capital of Silla Kingdom (B.C. 57- 
932 A.D.). the delta area at the estuary of 
Naktong River of Kaya Kingdoms (B.C. 42-562 
A D.), the central region along the Han River of 
prehistoric ages, and Cheju area, the south¬ 
ernmost island of Korea. 

The programmes include the construction of 
an exhibtion hall and a field museum in the open 
air to see the living styles of ancient people in 
the prehistoric age. The programme includes 
the restoration works on the fortress walls of 
Puyo and Kongju and ancient tombs of the 
Paekche Kingdom. 

The histoncal site of Hwangryong Temple in 
Kyongju and the ancient tombs in Noso-dong 
will undergo a major face-lift. 

For the development of Cheju culture on 
Cheju island, the government will complete the 
construction of the Museum of Natural History 
and Folk Art in Cheju City. 

According to the announcement, five national 
treasures and historical sites of Kaya Kingdoms 
will be restored or repaired. 

The announcement said that the develop¬ 
ment cf the ancient cultural regions was also in 
line with the government's policy to promote 
tourism in Korea 

Ten Years 
Of ICSK 


T HE International Cultural Society of Korea 
(ICSK), celebrated its 10th anniversary, last 
month. On this occasion, the president of 
the ICSK, Kim Kyu-taik said 1 "I feel it is 
appropriate to reflect for a moment on our 
society's past and to take a brief glance into the 
future." He added that in the beginning, ICSK 
undertook the challenge of introducing Korea to 
her overseas friends by publishing two foreign 
language publications, Ajia Koron or Asia 
Forum, Japanese monthly and Korea Newsre- 
view. an English weekly. 

Today its major activities involve: i) An Invita¬ 
tional programme for noted foreign scholars, 
artists and other celebrities, ii) Sponsorship of 
international conferences and seminars, art 
exhibitions and performing arts and program¬ 
mes. hi) A fellowship programme, enabling 
foreign doctoral candidates and established 
scholars to conduct up to six months of 
research in Korea, iv) Publication of a French 
edition of Korea Newsreview. v) Lastly, Korean 
cultural programme for foreigners residing in 
Korea. 

The ICSK has obtained the approval of the 
government to build an International House of 
Korea (IHK). The IHK complex will deal with and 
be responsible for all kinds of cultural and 
educational programmes. 

Mr. Kim said, "on this occasion my staff and I 
want to thank all our friends around the world 
for their interest and their encouragement, for 
without it, our work would have no meaning". 


WOMEN 



Even before the government passed laws to free more 
arduous jobs for women. the women of Cheju Island 
were famous for their diving in the cold sea waters off 
the island 




They Are For 
Love Marriage 


N EARLY 80 percent of the single office 
women in Korea prefer love marriages to 
arranged ones. This was learned as a 
result of a survey conducted by a researcher at 
Sookmyung Woman's University 
During her search, she consulted a total of 
500 unmarried office women between 21 and 


26 years old. As for their educational back¬ 
ground. 20 percent attended grade school, 55 
percent graduated from high school and 25 
percent have a college education or higher. 

Specifically, 77.6 percent of those inter¬ 
viewed preferred love marriages and 22.5 
percent arranged ones. As for the cost of 
wedding, 88.1 percent said it should be within 
their budgetary means. 

Almost 50 percent agree that the wedding 
date should be determined by the parents and 
38.3 percent by the betrothed couple. Only 7.7 
percent said it was best to consult a fortune¬ 
teller. 

As for the place of the wedding ceremony, 
churches, cathedrals, temples were chosen by 
38.3 percent, commercial wedding halls by 36.3 
percent, public assembly halls by 14.6 percent 
and their own homes by 10.6 percent. 

Over one half of the women said a honey¬ 
moon is indespensable while 45.2 percent said 
that a honeymoon is good "if the situation 
allows it." On the length of the trip, 48.9 
percent favoured three nights. 29.1 percent two 
nights and 16.3 percent four nights or longer. 

As for the wedding presents, 77.8 percent 
said the preparation of a dowry must be within 
their financial means while 13.1 percent replied 
it must consist of only practical Items. 
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SPORTS AND GAMES 



Heavy Jobs 
For women 

M ORE women than ever are expected to 
do work that was once exclusively re¬ 
served for men in coming years as the 
government recently decided t£ strike the ban 
against employment for women in 24 types of 
jobs beginning the second half of this year. 

According to the Ministry of Labour Affairs, it 
plans to revise the current Labour Standard Law 
which prohibits women from working in 30 
vocations in order to protect women workers 
from possible industrial accidents. 

The ministry worked out the plan because the 
law, originally aimed at protecting women, is 
denying women the right to be employed in 
these various jobs, officials said 
Of the 30 vocations, officials said, the minis¬ 
try will remove the ban on all except six arduous 
or dangerous fields. 

Centennial 

Celebration 

F IRST Lady Lee Soon-ja was all smiles 
among the 220 admiring Korean and 
American ladies when she gave a speech 
in English accepting a donation to the Society 
for Fostering New Generation of which the First 
Lady is the president. 

She made the speech at a tea party hosted by 
the American Women's Club at the residence 
of Mrs. Celeno Kenly Walker, wife of the 
American ambassador in Seoul, in celebration 
of the centennial of Korean-American diploma¬ 
tic relations. 

Mrs. Louise Eaton, presient of the AWC. and 
Mrs. Janice Garry, the public relations commit¬ 
tee chairman, they were deeply impressed 
with the speech made in English by the First 
Lady. 
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IOC Move Against 
Political Boycott 

T subcomittee of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has prepared a resolu¬ 
tion asking countries for a commitment 
not to boycott future Olympic games, a Cana¬ 
dian Olympic team official said recently 
Richard Pound, president of the Canadian 
Olympic Association (COA) said, if accepted by 
the IOC, it would be passed on for a vote by the 
United Nations. It would ask United Nations 
member state to agree not to use the games to 
make political statements. 

Specifically, the resolution would ask IOC 
members to avoid boycotts and the denial of 
access to the games to any country for political 
or racial reasons, and to recognize every IOC 
member's National Olympic Committee and to 
respect the IOC's mandate to select host cities 
for the games. 

"The idea is to try to get countries to agree 
among themselves that the Olympic games are 
worth protecting." Pound said. 

The final draft would be ready for the IOC 
meeting in Rome next May and. if accepted, 
would be ready to be taken to the United 
Nations by September 
The commission then would have to lobby 
U.S members for sponsors to have the resolu¬ 
tion introduced on the floor, but Pound said he 
expected little resistence. 

"It's been shown that boycotts of the Olym¬ 
pics don't accomplish much In fact they hurt 
the boycotter more than the host. I think 
boycotts as a political manoeuver are dead," 
Pound said. 

1987 Table Tennis 
Championships 

S EOUL is most likely to be the venue of the 
39th World Table Tennis Championships 
in 1987, a Korean table tennis official said 
in a report on a 60-day European pingpong tour 
Park Sung-in, the tournament director and 
head coach for the national men's and women's 
ping-pong teams summed up in his report that 
"The International Table Tennis Federation 
(ITTF) officials led by president Roy Evans of 
Britain, and all other nations in Europe have 
indicated strong desires for the 1987 world 
ping-pong championships be held in Seoul, the 
site of the 1988 summer Olympics." 

"World ping-pong countries hoped and ex¬ 
pected that the Korea Table Tennis Association 
(KTTA) would play a leading role in furthering 
world ping-pong." Park said in the report. 

"The interest in the Seoul Open International 
Table Tennis Championships, the second bien¬ 
nial tournament, coming up In late August, is 
very high," Park wrote in his report of tours to 
the major European international ping-pong 
tournaments. 


Park also told that the ITTF executive commit¬ 
tee members, led by president Evans, will drop 
in at Seoul in April en route to Peking for ITTF 
executive committee there, to discuss the table 
tennis event in the 1988 Seoul Olympics. 

During the ITTF president's Seoul visit. KTTA 
is to explore the possibility of holding team and 
individual doubles matches in addition to the 
singles match as announced earlier by ITTF, in 
the 1988 Seoul Olympics. 

Korea Sweeps Judo 
Stakes 

K OREA, picking .up two more gold medals 
last week, breezed into the overall cham¬ 
pionship title with a total of seven gold 
medals, one silver and one bronze, in the first 
International Friendly Invitational Judo Tourna¬ 
ment held in commemoration of the National 
Founding of Kuwait in Manama. Bahrain. 

The last day's two gold medals were won in 
the extra lightweight class (60 kilogram) end in 
the open weight by Park Young-son and Chin 
Song-un respectively. 

Korea dominated the invitational judo tourna¬ 
ment, which included the Netherlands, Iraq. 
Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait. 

Two Koreans fougnt in the open weight 
finals, which attracted much attention as the 
finale of the tournament, Chin, of the Korea 
Judo College, prevailed over Shin Ki-choi, of 
Kyonggi University, another college in Seoul 
with a strong programme in Judo, for the title. 

First Seoul Int'l 
Marathon 

T HE first Seoul International Marathon set 
for March 28 is being organised as the 
biggest jogging festival of the nation. 

Mr Yu, international director, of the first 
Seoul International Marathon Organizing Com¬ 
mittee. said that he received many questions by 
mail about the March 28 Seoul marathon, 
reflecting increased interest in the city of the 
1988 summer Olympics. 

Mr. Yu said the Seoul International Marathon 
is groomed to rank as sixth in the world's major 
city international marathon circuit. 

He said, the Seoul International Marathon is 
to be held under the sanction of the Internation¬ 
al Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF), whose 
president Primo Nebiolo, of Italy, was invited. 

The course of the Seoul International 
Marathon is the Yoido Plaza—the Riverside 
Drive—the National Cemetery—the Chamsil 
Sports Complex—a Han River bridge- 
children's Park Shinsol-tong—Chongo St.—the 
Kwanghwanmu Intersection—Seodaemun— 
and back to Yoido. It's a loop course in 
down-town Seoul and measured exactly 42. 
195 kilometers, Mr. Yu said. 

March 28 is considered an ideal date for the 
marathon race as the climate as the climate is 
expected to be excellent. 
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Indigenous 

Religions 


I |N the introducing article of this series the basic 

?«°A th i? rean Pe ° p,e towards religions and 
faiths and a brief history of the religious movements in 

Korea were given. Before we conclude the series here is an 

“ fth : T y , natlVe relifli0US moveme "ts including 

m^rlilV ha years of the 19th centur v- These 

whZ^r tK e T fl0d m8ln,y Cal,infl for soclal ^orms, 
whether through progressive or reactionary policies but 

always through the divine intervention of a charismatic 

! ead ; r °; “/for.Most of these movements were short- 

lomi 5**1 f6W had . Slflnificant historic roles to play, and 
some of them survive even today. y 

K OREA'S oldest religion is called 
Taejong-gyo, embodying a myth 
of national foundation comparable 
to such legends in other nations. 

There are very few adherents today of 
this belief but it has obviously in¬ 
fluenced later religious developments. 

Taejong-gyo is about 4,000 years 
old, and embodies the concept of a 
truine god: creator, teacher and tem¬ 
poral king, whose name is Hanul. This 
god took human form in the person of 
Tangun, the father, teacher and king 
of the Korean people. He descended 
from heaven onto the highest peak in 
Korea, presumably Mt. Paektu, now in 
North Korea. This event is supposed 
to have happened in 2,333 B.C., and 
until recent times Korean calendars 
and dates were reckoned from this 
year. 

Tangun became the great teacher 
and law-giver of the tribes he found 
living in the Korean peninsula, reigning 
over them for 93 years until he reas- i 
cended to heaven. 

In order to propagate worship of 
Hanul, Tangun established rituals for 
offering prayers of praise and propri- 
nation to heaven. These rituals be- 
came strongly established among no¬ 
bles and commoners alike by the time 


^^theiuSor Peri0d ' 

in the pra^ e L ne r Wreli9lons - 
SJtaduafly declined L°!J 9e,0n 9-9yo 
' ur * Ms cult assu ch ^ 1Sthc ^ 
disappeared How* " had prac tica//y 

ence of Korean nat^l- the 
tendance n^Ta Spirit 
20th untunes has , f 19th and 
ance 0 f several S <JL°' he a PPear- 
topresent a revival oul* C,aimin 9 to 

a 'of this ancient cult 



CHONDOGYO AND WONBULGYO 


Korea underwent two social up¬ 
heavals in the 1860s: popular unrest 
caused by an oppressive ruling class 
and the introduction of Catholicism, 
followed by the expansion of Western 
influence. Around this time a native 
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religion called Tonghak (Chondogyo) 
was founded. 

Tonghak held that heaven and man 
were indivisible and that all men were 
equal. Calling itself 'Eastern Learning' 
Tonghak rejected Catholicism as 
'Western Learning and dismissed 
the ancient cults, along with Con¬ 
fucianism, Buddhism and Taoism as 
~ r having lost their essence. It main- 
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tained paradise belonged here and 
now—a terrestrial rather than celes¬ 
tial 'Kingdom of Heaven'. 

After its founder was executed for 
heresy, Tonghak influence waned, 
although it survived under the new 
name of Chondogyo, and with a pure¬ 
ly religious-nationalist approach. 

Wonbulgyo was founded in Cholla 
Namdo Province in 1916. It is based 
on the harmony of Buddhist teachings 
and the individual beliefs. There are a 
good number of people who believe in 
this religion even today. 

Shammlsiic Rites 

K OREA has been in some sense a 
melting-pot of faiths and religions 
for several thousands of years. 
The existing folk faiths fall in the 
category of various primitive faiths 
prevailing in Northeast Asia. One such 
system was shamanism, which espe¬ 
cially in Korea has imbibed the reli¬ 
gious ideas of various established 
religions, such as descension and 
ascension of heavenly dieties, return 
of the dead to their original birth 
places, blessings of the dieties for 
good people and so forth. So in 
primitive times, shamanism seemed 
to have played the role of religion 
before the introduction of Confucian¬ 
ism, Buddhism and Taoism. 

Though such beliefs has to be 
distinguished from the indigenous 
cultural ethos of the Koreans, this has 
much cultural significance in modern 
times. Thus the Korean government 
has also taken interest in preserving 
such rites and even designated one 
of the rite as an intangible cultural 
property. 

Unsan Pyofsin Kut, one of the 
largest shaman rites in Korea, will be 
performed in Unsan-myon, Puyo-gun, 
Chungchong Namdo, for over seven 
days beginning March 27. 

The shaman rite is normally per¬ 
formed once in every three years to 
soothe the spirits of the Korean com¬ 
manders who died during the wars of 
the Paekche Kingdom (B.C. 18-660 
A.D.) and also for the good fortune of 
ail the shamans in the area. 
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NEWS FROM KOREA 


KOREANS CITED FOR BAHRAIN 
CHARITY 


T HE Korean friendship society in Manama. Bahrain has been 
given the top award of merit in recognition of its outstanding 
contnbution to a fund-raising campaign for disabled persons. 
As honorary chairman of the national committee for the disabled. 
Bahraini Labour and Social Affair Minister Sheikh Khalifa bin Salman 
Mohammed al-Khalifa presented a plaque of appreciation to the 
president of the Korean friendship society in Bahrain. Lee Jeong- 
weon, in a ceremony held at the Gulf Hotel. 

The campaign launched in December 1980 in connection with the 
international year of disabled persons, was climaxed by a charity 
bazaar. The Korean society participated activity in the campaign by 
raising some $6,000 from sales of traditional Korean handicrafts. 

The second award of merit was given to the British community, 
and the Indian school got the third prize. 

CAVE IN CHEJU 7TH LONGEST 


T HE 4484-metre long Susan Cave, recently discovered in 
Susan-ni, Songsan-up, Namcheju-gun, on this southernmost 
island, is believed to be the seventh longest in the world. 
A joint Korea-Japan research team, headed by Prof Hong 
Shi-hwan of Konkuk University, said that they discovered Susan 
Cave with a 3.712 metre long main cave and several branches of a 
combined total length of 722 metres. 

The bi-national research group which conducted a senes of 
studies on Susan Cave said that the newly discovered cave is both 
linear and horizontal. The branches all converge at one point, 
according to the research team. 

The study group plans to report the results of their research to the 
international Cave Study Society for confirmation. 

The two longest caves that have been discovered so far are also 
on Cheju Island. One is the 11.747 metre long Pillaemot Cave in 
Aewol-up. Pukcheju-gun, and the other is the 8.928 metre long 
Manjang Cave in Kujwa-up, Pukcheju-gun. 

BIGGEST STONE BUDDHA FOR 
CHEJU 


ORLD's biggest stone Buddhist statue will be erected at the 
Wonmyong Temple in Mt. Pyoldo, Cheju-do. 

The statue clad in Sun Buddhist robes will have a dragon on 
its head. It will slso have beads around its neck and Buddha's canon 
on its right hand. 

The statue will be completed in 1984 at a cost of about 1.05 
million dollar. The gardening works to beautify its environment will 
continue for about 10 years at an estimated cost of 2.1 million 
dollars. The region will be one of the best sacred grounds of 
Buddhism in Korea. 

BAN ON MARXIST BOOKS LIFTED 


F OR* the first time in Korea since the nation's liberation in 1946, 
two books on communist ideology have been published in 
Korean recently with the government's approval, according to 
sources at the Ministry of Culture and Information. 
_:_ 


The two books are "Karl Marx: His Life and Environment." written 
by Sir Isaiah Berlin, an English philosopher, and "State and Social 
Revolution." by another English writer Skocpok. 

Prof. Shin Pok-ryong of Konkuk University in Seoul said he 
translated Sir Isaiah's book into Korean because of the writer's 
awareness of the existence of merit in capitalism. 

He also said criticism against specific ideological books without 
reading them is totally illogical. 

According to MCUI sources the government plans to permit 
publication of books on Communist ideology as far as^he publication 
is aimed purely at academic activities. 

MULTIPLE VOICE BROADCASTING 


T ELEVISION programmes will be aired using a multiple-voice 
broadcasting method from 1983, Communications Minister 
Choi Kwang-soo said recently. 

Multiple-voice broadcasting means transmitting two different * 
languages on one TV screen. A TV watcher can choose any of the 
two languages. For example, one can enjoy the original sound of a 
foreign film on TV screen accoring to the choice of the channels. Or. 
if he cannot understand the foreign language, he can choose the 
Korean language channel. TV broadcasting companies wjll transmit 
the two languages at the same time. 

The multiple-voice broadcasting is expected to contribute greately 
to the foreign language education and promoting the electronic 
industries. It will also help foreigners understand Korea because 
they can watch Korean TV in English, for example. 


The Unjin Miruk is the largest stone statue of Buddha 
in Korea, height 24. S metres The one to be built in 
Chetu would be the highest in the world. 




INDIAN OCEAN SHIPPING 

T HE Dong Seung Shipping Co. and the Hyopsung Maritime Co. 
will put Six more liners of the 6,000-7,000 DWT class on Indian 
Ocean routes, according to shipping industry sources. Three of 
the ships will sail twice a month on the Korea-Chittagong-Caicutta 
Touts and the other three twice a month on the Korea-Colombo- 
Karachi route. 

COLOUR TV EXPORTS UP 

F OREIGN sales of major electronic appliances increased 
markedly last year, with colour television set9 leading the way. 
According to statistics last year increased 151 percent over the 
preceding year to 2,378,000 sets, and exports were up 44 percent at 
1,037,000 sets. 

$315 MILLION MIDEAST 
CONTRACTS 

T HE Dong Ah Construction Co., a member of the Dong Ah 
Business Group, has been awarded three contracts by two 
Middle East countries valued at a combined total of $315 
million. They are a $251 million contract from the Saudi Arabian 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing for a housing construction 
project, a $13 million contract from the Jubail Petrochemical Co of 
Saudi Arabia for the construction of control and support facilities for 
the Jubail petrochemical industry complex, and a $51 million 
contract from the Iraqi Ministry of Transport and Communication for 
a telecommunication facilities project. 

TALKING CLOCK RADIO 

A talking clock radio developed by the Gold Star Co. is 
said to be suitable for persons with poor eyesight as it is 
equipped with an electronic speech synthesizer which will tell 
the time when required, and can also be used as an alarm clock. The 
clock, using speech synthesizers and other essential components 
imported from the United States, is expected to be put on the 
domestic market before the end of this year. 



KIETQ *82 

A N international exhibition of tools and measuring and control 
instruments {KIETO '821 will be staged from April 20 to 26 in 
the exhibition hall of the Korea Society for the Advancement of 
. the Machine Industry under the joint sponsorship of the Korea 
EQonomlc^Paily Hod the Korea Production Technology Corporation. 
..; Oh djAf^y Witbe various Gauges, meters and tools produced by 
i ideal arid 'forilQn firms. 
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ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


SHIP, MACHINERY EXPORTS UP 

D ESPITE across-the-board sluggishness of exports since the 
beginning of this year, Korea is making a good showing in the 
export of ships and machinery. 

A Ministry of Commerce and Industry official said recently that the 
country's commodity shipments in the first month of this year 
totalled $1.5 billion, up only 3.9 percent over the figure registered in 
the same month last year. 

On the other hand, exports of ships and machinery in January 
came up to $168 million, representing a 212 percent-rise over those 
of the same month last year. 

Exports of ships increased by 436 percent, to $118 million in the 
one-year period. 

Many of the shipbuilding orders received from abroad in 1980 and 
1981 were carried over to this year, contnbuting to the upsurge, 
according to the officials. 

ROK EXPORT SHARE 1.15 PERCENT 

T HE share of Korean exports in world export trade rose to 1.15 
percent last year when the nation attained $20,993 in commod¬ 
ity exports, according to final trade statistics for 1981 published 
by the Commerce-Industry Ministry. Korea's export share was 0.94 
percent in 1980, 0.05 percent in 1962, 0.14 percent in 1966, 0.34 
percent in 1971 and 0.86 percent in 1976 


ELECTRONICS EXPORT GOAL 

T HE Electronic Industries Association of Korea has set this 
year's export goal for electronic products at $3,200 million, 33 
irorcent above last year's goal The association said it would 
strengthen overseas sales promotion activities and encourage mem¬ 
ber firms to participate in international exhibitions. 

ROK TO JOIN TIR 

K OREA will become the 42nd member of the Transit des 
Internationale Routiers (TIR) from July 28. as the Korean 
government submitted a document of admission to the TIR to 
the secretariat of the United Nations on January 29, the Foreign 
Ministry has announced. The TIR carnet system is designed to 
speed up and simplify customs formalities for container cargoes 
moving between member countries. 

MEDICAL EXHIBITION 

M EDICOR '82 will be held from May 17 to 21 at the Korean 
Exhibition Centre (KOEX) under the sponsorship of the 
Korean Hospital association and the Korea Productivity 
Centre. On view will be a variety of medical equipment and hospital 
supplies including X-ray equipment, surgery equipment and labora¬ 
tory facilities. 

ITT JOINT VENTURE 

T HE Korea Telecommunication Co., a member of the Samsung 
Business Group, is seeking to enter into a joint venture with 
international Telephone and Telegraph (ITT) to produce various 
electronic switchboard systems in Korea. At the same time, the 
company is negotiating with ITT intermetal, a West German ITT 
subsidiary, on a technology licensing agreement for the acquisition 
of semi-conductor and computer technology. 


ECONOMIC BRIEFS 








KOREA:TODAY 
AND TOMORROW 


TANCHONG: 

THE ANCIENT ART 



IDEAL MAGAZINE 

We are the regular readers of your ideal 
magazine Korean News. The varieties of articles 
appearing in it such as Indo-Korean Relations, 
Industry, Culture, Folk Stones, Music, Religions 
and Faiths befitting the "Moral Kingdom of the 
East" suit the various tastes of the readers. The 
new feature. The Korea I know is a welcome 
one. The New Year Message of President Chun 
Doo Hwan is an inspiring one and his state¬ 
ment "All Koreans are bound by a community 
of destiny, sharing together all the difficulties 
and benefits of living in this land" is an eye 
opener to each and every citizen to whatever 
country he may belong. 

Kalaimani Readers Forum 
Coimbatore. 

Tamil Nadu. 


REFRESHING 

Reading of Korean News is always re¬ 
freshing. It not only opens the various vistas of 
the Korean life and culture but also adds new 
dimension in the Indo-Korean understanding. 
The design and printing of the magazine have 
also been very excellent 

Dr. B.L. Kapoor 
Jawahar Nagar 
Mandi, Himachal Pradesh. 


INFORMATIVE 

Alt articles appearing in Korean News are very 
interesting, informative and useful. 

The colourful pictures attract me very much. 
The January 1982 issue has particularly been 
very interesting. The flowers on the backcover 
were very attractive. 

Kannegandla Haranath 
£>S. & N College 
Guntur, A.P. 


ADMIRATION,’ ? 

Your wonderful magatfhe has taught me and 

am sure, wHI continue to enlighten m+ about 
your country and Its people. It is to the credit of 
Korean News that it has greatly increased my 
knowledge of the Republic of Korea and turned 
my once sceptical outlook into one of admira¬ 
tion. 

An attractive aspect of Korean News is 
certainly the harmonious blending of political, 
social, economic and cttytural events, so that 
each issue is an informative treasure, complete 
in itself. I found very interesting the series on 
mores and religion of Korea. I feel that Presi¬ 
dent Chun Doo Hwan's efforts to further the 
prospects for peace in your region as extremely 
laudable and praiseworthy. 

I wish to congratulate you for the high quality 
of the January 1982 issue. The articles were 
well written. I loved the feature Thfc Masks of 
Korea. This was something about Korean cul¬ 
ture unknown to me. The same is true about 
Hangul, the unique Korean alphabet. Perhaps 
you could consider the teaching of the basics of 
the Korean language, through the columns of 
Korean News. 

Ravishankar Rao Hosbetkar 

Mangalore 

Karnataka. 


5TH TRIENNALE 

At the 5th Triennale, I was delighted to see 
the Korean section on display. As a painter and 
one who worked with others in displaying the 
Indian section at the Exhibition, I found the 
Korean works at the exhibition, as usual, very 
promising. The Korean works have a definite 
trend and spirit of its own. 

I hope in time to come, we get more 
opportunity, like the one now, to see more 
refreshing works of art through your country's 
promising young artists. 

Surya Prakash 

Panjagutta 

Hyderabad. 


MORE INFORMATION 

I am aregular reader of Korean News. I find it 
the best medium to acquaint oneself with the 
latest information on social, cultural and econo¬ 
mic developments in Korea. The photographs 
are very impressive depicting the very beauty of 
Korea and its inhabitants. 

I would highly appreciate if Korean News 
carried some trade information and leading 
address of important agencies in trade and 
development agencies in public and private 
sectors, and other voluntary organisations in' 
public service and human welfare. 

M.G.S; Remu 

Chamarajpet 

Bangalore. 
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77m economic boom m Kona is thanks to the export-oriented industries. Kona's heavy 
machinery including ships, electronics, 'tars, fabrics and many more items an in greater 
demand in the world, today. 
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THE PRESIDENCY 



Technical 
Innovation 
Key to growth 


P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan cal¬ 
led on the nation to do its utmost 
to develop technology and scien¬ 
ce which he said will help build an 
industrially advanced country while 
overcoming economic hardships. 

The promotion of science and tech¬ 
nology, he said, is of vital importance 
for a country like Korea which has little 
natural resources. 

The President said that the only 
resource of the resources-poor Re¬ 
public is abundant manpower armed 
with up-to-date technical know-how. 

Addressing a ceremony marking 
the 15th Science Day held at the 
Seoul Sejong Cultural Centre on April 
21, President Chun noted that the 
government has placed particular 
emphasis on technical innovation and 
the fostering of highly skilled man¬ 
power in the execution of various 
economic development projects thus 
far, "In an era of technical innovation, 
success or failure of the development 
of science and technology is directly 
connected with the future of the 
country." the President said. 

Scientific and technological 
strength is the basis of national secur¬ 
ity and it is a driving force for econo¬ 
mic development and promotion of 
the people's welfare, he observed. 

The Republic is now exerting 
efforts for the realization of another 
economic take-off by overcoming eco¬ 
nomic hardships in the 1980s, thus 
paving the way for the construction of 
a welfare society, he noted. 
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President Chun Doo Hwan presents medals to scientists and scholars 


Saemaul To Foster 
National Strength 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan, last nation keep its survival arid achieve 
month, called for the fostering of sustained growth amid turbulences 
the national strength by systema- expected in the 1980s. 
tising it through the Saemaul Undong He said, that the drive should be 
(New Community Movement), and carried out in such a way as to 

said, it was the very way to help the renovate positively the spiritual stand 








President Chun considers Seemeut Movement as s means for strengthening the nation tn aH respects. He himself/oms the 
workers in planting nee saplings, facing page bottom, and above. President Chun addressing the Seemeut Leaders' Meet 


of the people, to make them 'a first- 
class people' in the face of the 1986 
Asian and the 1988 Olyrppic Games, 
both to be held in Seoul. At the same 
time, the nationwide movement 
should take its roots deep into the 
minds of the people by developing it 
as a driving force accelerating the 
national modernization and develop¬ 
ment. 


The Saemaul Movement 
should taka its roots deep into 
the minds of the people by 
developing it as a driving force 
accelerating the national mod¬ 
ernisation and development. 


President Chun made these re¬ 
marks when he visited the Headquar¬ 
ters of the Saemaul Undong in Seoul. 
He emphasised the need to carry out 
positively the energy and foodgrains 
savings drive in connection with the 
execution of Saemaul. Thus far, poor 
and low-income people have taken 
part in the movement in a positive 
manner while wealthy people and 
intellectuals tended to ignore it, he 
noted. The movement can see a 
fruitful outcome only when intellec¬ 
tuals and other people from all seg¬ 
ments of the~ 80 ciety, regardless of 
their positions and ranks, participate in 
the drive. President Chun added. 


International 
Support For 
Democratic 
Unification 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan said 
last month, the nation stands a 
good chance of talking with Com¬ 
munist countries, as the international 
tendency to put interests before 
ideologies is intensifying and Com¬ 
munist nations are seeking new in¬ 
terests. 

The new unification formula (prop¬ 
osed k on January 22 ) is reasonable 
and practicable, and the solid founda¬ 
tion for international support for it may 
serve as a potential pressure to North 
Korean authorities. President Chun 
said. 

In a speech at the end of a three- 
day training session for the lawmak¬ 
ers of ruling Democratic Justice Party 
(DJP), he predicted that North Korea 
would have no choice but to accept 
the formula in time. 

"The situation in North Korea is 
more complicated than we imagine. 
The Communist regime cannot 
helpaccepting the newformula in time. 
We should make full preparations for 
this," he said. 


President Chun stressed, "we 
should be ideologically prepared for 
the day when the deadlocked inter- 
Korea talks will be resumed." 

Describing the 1986 Asian and 1988 
Seoul Olympic Games as a political 
"masterstroke in our history," he said 
the games will provide the nation with 
crucial turning points. 

it depends on how the nation uses 
the occasions that will determine 
whether Korea will join the ranks of 
advanced countries or retreat, he said. 

The nation will have to reform its 
psychological makeup and mount a 
campaign for social order to become a 
first-rate people, he noted. 


"It depends on how the 
nation uses the 
occasions—the 1986 
Asian Games and the 
1988 Olympic 
Games—that will 
determine whether 
Korea will join the ranks 
of advanced countries or 
retreat”. 


"Now is the time to curb price rises 
and attempt to begin a second econo¬ 
mic takeoff. I am convinced that eco¬ 
nomic growth can be achieved on the 
basis of stability without a hitch this 
year," he said. 

Referring to the renovation of the 
political climate, he stressed, all law¬ 
makers should work as if they were 
serving a single term. 

When an issue involving a foreign 
country arises in the National Assem¬ 
bly. all political parties should show 
solidarity to serve the best national 
interests in handling it, he noted. 

Political and social stability is called 
for more keenly than ever before, 
because difficulty is expected in 
terms of national security and di¬ 
plomacy, he said. 


5 




THE NATION 


Korea to attend 
ILO General 
Conference 

K OREA, which is to attend the 
forthcoming general conference 
of the International Labgur Orga¬ 
nisation, is expected to step up labour 
cooperation activities with nonaligned 
countries. A Ministry of Labour Affairs 
official said, last month, that a Repub¬ 
lic of Korea delegation will attend the 
68 th ILO general conference to be held 
in Geneva in June as an observer. 

The Korean delegation to the con¬ 
ference will have representatives 
from employers, employees and gov¬ 
ernment, according to the official. 

He also revealed that Korea is ex¬ 
pected to attend the ninth Asian and 
Pacific Labour Ministers' Conference 
scheduled to be held in June in 
Pakistan. The presence of the Korean 
delegations in the ILO conference and 
in the Asian and Pacific Labour Minis¬ 
ters' Conference would be helpful to 
Korea's efforts to improve under¬ 
standing and cooperation with foreign 
countries including the nonaligned, in 
the field of labour, the official added. 

The Korean government, he said, 
plans to invite the labour ministers of 
some of the nonaligned countries to 
Korea. In addition, exchange of visits 
with foreign countries by labour union 
leaders is expected to be stepped up. 

Commitment to 
Fight Racial 
Discrimination 

T HE government of the Republic of 
Korea once again reaffirmed its 
commitment to the fight against 
racial discrimination and pledged its 
support to the United Nations in this 
regard. On the occasion of the Inter¬ 
national Pay for Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination, Minister of Foreign 


Affairs Shinyong Lho conveyed to the 
people of the world, the govern¬ 
ment's determination and support for 
the efforts of the U.N. and the interna¬ 
tional community as a whole to eradi¬ 
cate all forms of racial discrimination 
and the system of apartheid. 

Minister Lho said, the Republic of 
Korea, "believing in the lofty ideals of 
human dignity and equality regard¬ 
less of race, colour and creed, and as 
a clear expression of its commitment 
to support the struggle against apar¬ 
theid, acceded to the international 
convention on the elimination of all 
forms of racial discrimination in 1978 
and, thereafter carried out faithfully all 
the provisions of the convention." 

"On this occasion, I would like to 
reaffirm the solidarity that binds 
together the oppressed people of 
southern Africa and the people of the 
Republic of Korea, and call upon the 
members of family of nations to abide 
by the relevant resolutions of the 
United Nations against racial discri¬ 
mination and to take concerted ac¬ 
tions for an earliest implementation of 
these resolutions", Minister Lho de¬ 
clared. He also paid high tribute to the 
Special Committee Against Apartheid 
and other relevant organs of the Un¬ 
ited Nations. 


Anniversary Of 
Samil Movement 

T HE people of Korea last month 
celebrated the anniversary of the 
Samil Independence Movement 
which started on March 1, 1919 
against the Japanese colonial rule. 

A major ceremony organised at the 
Sejong Cultural Centre was attended 
by independence fighters and govern¬ 
ment officials, including the prime 
minister, the Speaker and the Chief 
Justice. 

A memorial service for those who' - 
died during the independence move¬ 
ment was held at Pagoda Park in 
Seoul, under the sponsorship of the 
Kwangbokhoe, a fraternity of former 
independence fighters. 

In his memorial speech, Lee Yong- 
bok, chairman of the Kwnagbokhoe, 
said that peaceful unification of the 
fatherland and national prosperity can 
be achieved through the lessons and 
the spirit of the movement which laid 
the groundwork for cultivating nation¬ 
al strength and the unlimited capabili¬ 
ties of the Korean people. 




Korea: Today and 
Tomorrow 

The Times of India, on April 10, 1982, published a four-page 
supplement on Korea, Its economy, Indo-Korean Relations, technical 
development culture, sports etc. Some of the articles from the 
supplement Including those of N.R. Chandran and K.B. Kumar, are 
reproduced here. 

Economy Boom: Gearing up 
for a Second Take-Off 

T HE Republic of Korea—heart of What inspired these workers to do 

Asia—is witnessing a unique something that has won them admira- 
miracle: an unprecedented econo- tion all over the world were questions 
mic boom achieved in the shortest like: "If Japan can do it why can't 
possible time. But it Is a miracle we?" And they did it—faster, quicker 
brought about not by a magic wand and better than Japan in some re¬ 
but by hard work and a deep sense of spects. 

understanding on the part of all sec- Understandably, inspiration to the 
tion of its workers. Koreans came from countries like 


Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singa¬ 
pore. In an astonishingly short time 
Korea made a mark in the fields of 
ship-building, steel, cement and elec¬ 
tronic goods. This led to an all-round 
development of industry and the 
country caught the attention of the 
world around 1970. 

It was then that the countries, 
including those in the West, could not 
resist the temptation of going in for 
Korean goods. These goods bearing 
labels, saying "Made in Republic of 
Korea" find themselves proudly dis¬ 
played in shop windows of large 


An exhibit at the Energy Conservation Machinery Exhibition speaks of Korea's level of technological and economic progress. 






departmental stores. 

In a short span of 20 years the 
country has achieved remarkable eco¬ 
nomic progress, registering an aver¬ 
age growth rate of 9.7 per cent. This 
was possible because of successful 
implementation of the comprehensive 
development strategy envisaged in 
the five-year economic plans intro¬ 
duced in 1962. However, there was a 
temporary setback to the economy in 
1980, which was beset with deep 
recession coupled with rampant infla¬ 
tion. But in 1981 the economv took a 
definite turn for the better and the 
trend is expected to continue this 
year. 

After being battered by a year of 
deep recession coupled with inflation, 
the South Korean economy took a 
definite turn for the better in 1981 and 
is expected to continue the recovery 
path. 

The Gross National Product went 
up 7.1 per cent last year in a sharp 
reversal of the 5.7 per cent minus 
growth record in 1980. 

The economy is projected to grow 
by about seven per cent again this 
year. It is also envisaged that the 
inflation rate will drop to a single digit 
figure in 1982 for the first time in 
post-liberation Korea, which has been 
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plagued by a chronic upward spiral of 
prices. 

The 1981 recovery was aided by 
rebounding exports. Commodity ex¬ 
ports rose by about 21 per cent in 
1981 to $21 billion. In 1980 exports 
grew by only about 16 per cent to 
$17.5 billion. Exports in 1982 are 
projected to reach the neighbouring of 
$25 billion. 

Last year, the agricultural and 
fisheries sectors fully recovered the 
ground lost to poor harvest caused by 
bad weather in 1980. The sector grew 
by 23 per cent as against the 22 per 
cent decline the previous year. On the 
other hand, the non-agricultural sector 
posted a four per cent growth last 
year compared to the 2.5 per cent fall 
in 1980. The addition of 300,000 more 
jobs increased employment in 1981 to 
14 million compared to 2.2 per cent in 
1980, cutting the employment rate 
from 5.2 per cent to 4.8 per cent. The 
current account deficit in the balance 
of payments decreased from $5.3 
billion in 1980 to $4.7 billion in 1981, 
with the trade deficit dropping even 
more significantly from $4.4 billion 
to $3.3 billion. 


Quick Recovery 

The economy has thus rather quick¬ 
ly recovered from serious stagnation 
that set in during the last decade due 
to the combination of misfortunes and 
negative legacies inherited from the 
past era of high growth. This can be 
attributed to the following factors: 

a) The nation successfully pulled 
out of the socio-political chaos trig¬ 
gered by the tragic death of President 
Park Chung Hee. The chaos, together 
with higher energy costs due to the 
second oil crisis in 1979 and soaring 
food prices caused by a crop failure in 
1980, precipitated a recession while 
fanning inflation. 

b) The government acted speedily 
and firmly to reverse the unfavourable 
economic trend. Central to the econo¬ 
mic recovery effort was a steadfast 
tight money policy designed to neut¬ 
ralise the inflationary impact of exces¬ 
sive monetary expansion in the past 
especially since the mid-70s. The 
money supply expanded by only 25 
per cent in 1981, compared with the 
average annual increase rate of 32 per 
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cent recorded between 1976 and 
1980. 

The government plans to limit the 
money supply expansion in 1982 to a 
range of 20 to 22 per cent in an 
attempt to holding inflation to a single 
digit figure. The ultimate aim is to 
prevent Korea's domestic prices from 
rising any faster than those of its 


major trading partners. Nevertheless 
various policy reforms are being car¬ 
ried out to improve economic efficien¬ 
cy and achieve optimum utilisation of 
resources. 

Measures are being taken to re¬ 
medy problems such as inflation, de¬ 
terioration in income distribution and 
recurrent deficit in the balance of 


payments to prepare the nation for a 
second take-off. The banking sector is 
also being reformed to ensure alloca¬ 
tion of investaUe funds through mar¬ 
ket mechanism. While retaining ex¬ 
isting tax incentives to foreign inves¬ 
tors, the economy is being opened 
further by eliminating imports barriers 
one after another, by encouraging the 
inflow of foreign technology and by 
adopting a more liberal foreign invest¬ 
ment policy that allows a maximum 
foreign equity share of 100 per cent in 
virtually all industries. Thus the stage 
was set for the efficient and effective 
implementation of a new five-year 
plan. 

The fifth Plan projects the real 
Gross National Product to grow at an 
average annual rate of 7.6 per cent. At 
this rate of growth, the GNP in terms 
of 1980 prices will increase from 
$57.4 billion in 1980 to $90 billion by 
1986 with the capita GNP rising from 
$1,506 to $2,179. The level of unem¬ 
ployment should decrease from 5.2 
per cent in 1980 to 4 per cent by 1986. 

Export expansion will continue to 
be the engine of growth. In real terms, 
exports are projected to grow at 11.4 
per cent per annum. At present 
prices, exports should grow from $21 
billion in 1981 to $53 billion in 1986. 
Increasing emphasis will be placed on 
the development of high technology 
export products to help meet the 
export target. 


Good Prospects 


Prospects for the Korean economy 
are good for several important 
reasons, the first being Korea's labour 
force which is expected to grow at the 
rate of 3 per cent per annum while 
population will increase at 1.5 per cent 
annually. 

Korea has an outstanding capacity 
to absorb high technology from 
abroad and their enterpreneurs are 
more dynamic and progressive, keep¬ 
ing the country's interest upmost in 
mind. Overall output can also be 
increased easily by shifting labour out 
of low productivity agriculture to high 
productivity industry. 


B^ort is the backbone 
of Korean economy, 
and Kona has 
achieved an enviable 
record m exports, and 
Kona maintains its 
number two position 
in the shipbuikang m- 
dustiy in the world 
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Increasing FriemSy Ties 
Between Mia And Korea 


T HE warm welcome accorded to 
Korea's Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr Shinyong Lho, who 
visited India in Feburary this year, is an 
indication of the growing friendly rela¬ 
tions between the two countries. In- 
dia-Korea ties are deep-rooted, being 
cultivated from olden times, and have 
been maintained and strengthened 
consistently through ages. The links 
between the two countries date back 
to almost two thousand years ago 
when the teachings of Buddha 
reached Korea. Direct contact be¬ 
tween the two peoples was made as 
early as the eighth century when a 
Korean monk. Hecho, visited India 
overcoming the challenges of dis¬ 
tance. He wrote a travelogue titled 
"Notes on the Five Regions of India" 
and that gave an impetus to further 
exchanges, most important of those 
being visits of Buddhist monks. 

The increasing friendly relations be¬ 
tween India and Korea was summed 
up by President Chun Doo Hwan in his 
interview to PTI in Seoul in July last 
year. He said: "Historically India is 
one of the countries with which Korea 
has had the deepest of relations. 
Buddhism, which originated in India 
reached Korea toward the end of the 
fourth century and has since exerted a 
great influence on Korean culture. 
Since the end of World War II, India 
has been crucially involved in the 
establishment and development of 
the newly independent Republic of 
Korea. The Korean people still vividly 
recall the illustrious contribution to the 
founding of the Republic in 1948 
made by Mr K.P.S. Menon, as chair¬ 
man of the United Nations Temporary 
Commission on Korea. Furthermore, 
when Korea was attacked by north 
Korea in 1950, India aided us by 
sending a Field Ambulance Unit. 

“In 1953 an Indian Custodial Force 
of 1,500 troops under the command of 
General Thimmayya arrived at the Pan- 
munjom Truce Village to help settle 
10 


matters derived from the Korean 
Armistice Agreement. 

"More recently, India has correctly 
grasped the real nature of tension 
between South and North Korea and 
the actual situation prevailing on the 
Korean peninsula and has presented a 
fair and just view of the Korean issue 
at the conference of the Non-aligned 
nations. This will make a great con¬ 
tribution to securing a lasting peace 
on the Korean peninsula. 


"The government and people of 
Korea also remember with gratitude 
the fact that India did not support the 
unrealistic proposals by North Korea 
at the Non-aligned conferences at 
Colombo and New Delhi. Koreans 
have very warm and friendly feelings 
toward India." 

Relations betvyeen the two coun¬ 
tries have not been confined to the 
cultural field. Bilateral economic and 
trade relations have also been steadily 
increasing. Trade volume touched a 
new high of $300 million in 1981 from 


a mere $26.4 million in 1975-76. 
Even this is considered a small figure 
considering the total external trade of 
the two countries. Byt efforts are 
already afoot to increase the volume 
of trade. The joint Business Council 
Meeting held in New Delhi, last 
month, has reaffirmed its earlier deci¬ 
sion to see that the trade volume 
between India and Korea reaches the 
$1 billion mark in the next 3-4 years. 

The Fourth Meeting of the Joint 


Business Council of the two countries 
has considered expansion of two-way 
trade, joint venture opportunities and 
collaboration in third countries. 

The Joint Business Council move 
for closer cooperation goes well with 
President Chun's idea in this respect. 
In his interview to PTI he said: "I 
understand that the Indian people have 
achieved truly remarkable economic 
and social development. I hear espe¬ 
cially that India has been leading the 
way jn scientific and technological 
progress among developing court- 
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Foreign Minister Shinyong Lho with Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi during the former's recent visit to India. 





tries. Our two countries would benefit 
substantively, if Korea and India share 
with each other their accumulated 
technologies, as well as experiences 
and lessons gained through develop¬ 
ment, promoting mutually com¬ 
plementary and cooperative relations. 

" It would be especially desirable for 
our two nations to cooperate closely 
in endeavours to develop our respec¬ 
tive industrial structures into the pat¬ 
terns prevalent in developing coun¬ 
tries. The possibilities of Indo-Korean 
joint enterprises in third countries 
should also be vigorously explored. 
Such joint ventures, in which Korean 
and Indian technology and capital 
would be pooled, would contribute to 
the development of other developing 
countries." 

- India's Role 

India's relations with South Korea 
have always been cordial notwith¬ 
standing differences in the political 
systems of the two countries as also 
in their foreign policies. 

India played a leading role when the 
Republic of Korea was formed and 
was involved in the supervision of the 
first election there. India and South 
Korea provide two striking examples 
of fast economic growth among de¬ 
veloping countries. It was, therefore, 
natural that economic cooperation 
should figure prominently in the dis¬ 
cussions Mr Shinyong Lho, had with 
Indian leaders during his visit to New 
Delhi recently. 

Mr Lho is no stranger to India. He 
was head of the South Korean mis¬ 
sion in New Delhi from 1972 to 1974. 
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He went back to Seoul as Vice- 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and in 1980 
took over as Foreign Minister. In fact 
three of the former Korean ambassa¬ 
dors to India are in the cabinet of that 
country at present. 

Understandably tne visit afforded 
an apportunity to the two countries to 
exchange views on the international 
scene, especially the situation in their 
respective regions. Mr. P. V. Nara- 
simha Rao, Minister of External 
Affairs, gave Mr Lho an account of 
India's talks with China and Pakistan 
for normalisation of bilateral relations. 

On his part, Mr Lho gave a detailed 
explanation of the re-unification prop¬ 
osals made by South Korea to North 
Korea in January and June last year 
and on January 21 this year. He 
sought India's understanding for his 
country's stand that the problem of 
Korea should be settled by Koreans 
themselves. While the Republic of 
Korea has offered to have talks with 
the North on unification, without any 
predetermined conditions, the North 
insists that this should take place only 
after the withdrawal of U.S. troops. 

Mr Lho was assured by Mr Rao of 
India’s support to all efforts towards 
reunification of the two Koreas 
through peaceful means and without 
foreign intervention. India, Mr Rao 
said, would continue to support all 
initiatives that are taken to this end. 

One of the highlights of Mr Lho's 


visit was his call on the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, Mrs Indira Gandhi. He conveyed 
to the Prime Minister a message 
from the South Korean President, Mr 
Chun Doo Hwan, expressing a desire 
to improve Indo-Korean relations. Mrs 
Gandhi reciprocated the sentiments. 

A highly-satisfied Mr Lho said at a 
news conference that the volume of 
trade between the two countries 
could increase three-fold from the 
present $310 million to about $1 
billion in the next few years. Describ¬ 
ing his talks with Indian leaders as 
highly encouraging, the South Korean 
Foreign Minister said a meeting of 
businessmen of the two countries 
would be held shortly to prepare the 
ground for diversifying bilateral trade. 
South Korea's proposals for an agree¬ 
ment to prevent double taxation and 
an investment guarantee agreement 
would be considered by India. Indica¬ 
tions are that South Korea would 
purchase more iron ore from India. It 
already imports four million tonnes for 
its huge steel mill at Pohang. 

Prospects of joint ventures in third 
countries would appear to have bright¬ 
ened as a result of Mr Lho's visit. 
South Korea, which has lately 
emerged as one of the leading ship¬ 
builders in the world, would also 
consider building ships for India 
although the problem of financing this 
remains. 

—N.R. Chandran 


The National Dane* Troupa performing in New De#u during its visit m 1960. The troupe wit bam India agmn during tha A$md fo 
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Technical Cooperation 
With TDM Wwld 


T HE Korean Government had ex¬ 
panded its Technical Cooperation 
Programme from 1981. Last year, 
under this programme about 150 
trainees from 41 developing cbuntries 
were invited to Korea and 18 experts 
were despatched to eight developing 
countries. This year several hundred 
persons will be invited under the 
programme to provide technical train¬ 
ing in such diverse areas as agricul¬ 
ture. fisheries, minihg, mechanical. 


engineering, construction, community 
development planning and manage¬ 
ment of export processing zone, trade 
promotion and boardcasting. 

Such expansion of the technical 
assistance programme is a reflection 
of the level of technical sophistication 
Korea has achieved and the new 
policy direction of the Korean Govern¬ 
ment to help fellow developing coun¬ 
tries more positively by sharing with 
them experience and technology 


gained and accumulated in the course 
of its own economic development 
during the past decade. In addition to 
this, Korea has also offered in coop¬ 
eration with international organisa¬ 
tions and foreign governments va¬ 
rious technical training facilities to a 
large number of students, mechanics 
and technicians of 87 developing 
countries. 

An International Training Program¬ 
me for middle-echelon government 
officials from the developing countries 
was inaugurated in Kor&a on March 
28,1982. A total of 41 trainees includ¬ 
ing 16 females arrived in Seoul to 
attend the first six-day course to be 
given by the Korea Development Insti¬ 
tute (KDI) in cooperation with Harvard 
University of the United States. 

The first such collective training 
given by Korea is designed to share > 
Korea's experience in economic de¬ 
velopment with other developing 
countries. An official of the develop¬ 
ment institute said, the training pro¬ 
ject was also expected to make a 
contribution toward strengthening the 
bilateral economic ties with the parti¬ 
cipating nations. 

In the Asian zone, the participating 
countries are Afghanistan, Bang¬ 
ladesh, Sri Lanka, Burma, Thailand, 
India, Indonesia, Jordan, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Hong Kong. Singapore 
and two others. The African countries 
sending trainees are, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Kenya and Nigeria. In Latin 
America the countries are Argentina, 
Bolivia, Columbia, Ecuador, Mexico 
and Venezuela. 

The KDI official said, the curricula of 
the course includes Korea's economic 
development plan, trade policy and 
rural development programmes, and 
inspection tours of key industrial sites. 

This training programme is in line 
with the Korean government's plan to 
strengthen technical cooperation with 
newly industrialising countries and to 
expand technical assistance to under¬ 
developed countries. 
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A FTER President Chun Doo Hwan 
assumed the office, Korea wit¬ 
nessed brisk cultural activities 
and events of exceptional magnitude. 
Among them were the Third World 
Theatre Festival, the World Song Fes¬ 
tival, the gathering of Korean Catho¬ 
lics. the home-coming exhibition of 
" 5,000 Years of Korean Art" and 
numerous large-scale international 
conferences. The mammoth festival 
"Kukpung '81" provided the oppor¬ 
tunity for some 10 million people to 
participate in a traditional festival and 
gain a greater appreciation and under¬ 
standing of their cultural roots. 

Such programmes are in keeping 
with the government's commitment 
to remove cultural matters from the 
back burner where a preoccupation 
with economic development had kept 
them for so long, resulting in a confu¬ 
sion of values as well as a loss of 
national identity.The programmes out¬ 
lined in the work plan of the Ministry 
of Culture and Information aim at the 
enlightenment of all through the en¬ 
hancement of creative capabilities and 
the development of informal educa¬ 
tional opportunities and. thereby, the 
fostering of a national identity. Key to 
these programmes is the advance¬ 
ment of Korean culture by creatively 
assimilating foreign ideas and values on 
the foundation of the cultural heritage. 

Many steps have already been 
taken, such as the revamping and 
dividing of the National Art Exhibition 
into two juried shows: the Republic of 
Korea Grand National Art Exhibition 
for new artists to be organized by the 
Korea Culture and Arts Foundation 
and the Modem Art Exhibition for 
invited Artists to be organized by the 
National Museum of Modem Art for 
established artists. Such a division is 
aimed at providing more opportunities 
for noo-estabJished artists as well as 
being an initial step towards non¬ 
governmental activities in the future. 
Abo. to ensure qualitative improve¬ 
ment!and better salaries for its muai- 
ciahs, the National SymphonyOrches- 
tra of theNtitional Theatre has been 
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transferred to the Korean Broadcast¬ 
ing System (KBS). 

In early February of this year the 
Ministry of Culture and Information 
disclosed long-range plans to build 
cultural centres in major provincial 
cities as well as expand provincial 
museums as a means of decentrali¬ 


sing culture activities. Research pro¬ 
jects will abo be undertaken in the 
various provinces to preserve and 
promote those activities and customs 
indigenous to certain areas. 

Other work items include the de¬ 
velopment of new cultural policies, 
improvement of conditions conducive 
to creative activities, increasing of 
international exchanges, improved 
maintenance of historical sites and 
cultural properties--as weH as the 
expansion of benefits for human 
cultural treasures. 



Saemaul Movement: 
Korea's Gift to the World 


T HE Saemaul Undong or New Com¬ 
munity Movement in the Republic 
of Korea was launched 10 years 
ago as a "self awakening" campaign 
in rural areas for better living. Accord¬ 
ing to Belgian sociologist P. Rozen, 
the Saemaul Movement is a typically 
Korean conception relying, on the 
country's specific culture and tradi¬ 
tion. Contrary to most integrated prog¬ 
rammes based on theories and mod¬ 
els. this movement started without 
any defined theoretical basis and has, 
over the decade, contributed greatly 
in advancement of the living standard 
of the people in the country's socio¬ 
economic development. 

The Saemaul Undong's initial goal 
was to create villages that are both 
thrifty and wealthy and it turned out to 
be a driving force of national progress 
spread into all areas of community 
life; in the cities and in the nation's 
factories. 

The basic foundation of the 
Saemaul Undong is training rural and 
urban people in "diligence, self-help 
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and cooperative" spirit. The move¬ 
ment is intended to reach the people 
the fact that individual as well as 
national well-being depends on the 
morale of the people and therefore a 
progressive, productive and pioneer¬ 
ing spirit is the basis for national and 
individual development. 

Figures of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs put the number of villages in 
the country at 34,871,of which there 
are now 3,000 model Saemaul move¬ 
ment villages. All communities in the 
Republic were classified as 'underde¬ 
veloping’, 'developing' and 'de¬ 
veloped' under the new Community 
Movement. The villages are now re¬ 
classified into three groups: "de¬ 
veloped," "self-managing" and "wel¬ 
fare," depending on the degree of 
development. The Ministry of Home 
Affairs has placed an estimated 97 per 
cent of the nation's total communities 
under the "developed" category. The 
government aims to elevate all the 
urban and rural communities in the 
country to the status of "welfare" 

- Saemaul Movement has 
* ■ totally changed the face of 


villages by 1988. 

From 1973 to 1980, 13,309 fore¬ 
igners, including a number of dignitar¬ 
ies, have been to Korea to witness 
and learn about the Saemaul Undong. 
Among them were former Colombian 
President Misael Pastrana, Thai Prime 
Minister Tanin Kravixien. Belgium's 
Prince Albert, Fiji Prime Minister Kamt 
Sese Mara, Senegalese President 
Sedar Senghor, Malaysian Prime 
Minister Hussein bin Onn, the wife of 
Singapore Prime Minister Lee Kuan 
Yew, and Madame Imelda, wife of 
Philippine President Marcos. 

In particular, developing countries in 
Asia, Latin America and Africa have 
introduced the concept of the 
Saemual Undong for application to 
their own development programmes, 
while a number of colleges and other 
academic institutes around the world 
are studying the movement. Now the ’ - 
Saemaul Undong has emerged as a 
new model for rural modernisation 
and comprehensive national develop¬ 
ment. 
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Korea would be founded through: 
democratic procedures. 


T HE division of Korea into South 
and North Korea has become one 
of the tragic outcomes of the 
World War II. The Korean War which 
broke out in 1950 and continued for 
’ three long years was the result of the 
North Korean regime's calculated 
move for a forceful communisation of 
the entire Korean peninsula. The Ko¬ 
rean War had inflicted deep wounds in 
the minds of the people of Korea. 
Though the implications of such a war 
were clear, the Republic of Korea 
never abandoned the path of peace 
for the reunification of the country. 
The people's wish for peaceful un¬ 
ification was reflected in the efforts of 
the government in bringing about a 
solution based on dialogue and con¬ 
sultation. And this has always been 
the basic approach of the Republic of 
Korea government in the unification 
question. 

North's withdrawl 
from talks 

The Republic of Korea proposed 
several times that the two govern¬ 
ments discuss all outstanding prob¬ 
lems and come to a consensus for¬ 
mula for unification. In the 1970s 
when the Red Cross talks proceeded 
there was a flicker of hope. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the North Korean government 
unilaterally withdrew from the talks 
and sabotaged the whole idea of 
peaceful unification. 

The Republic of Korea, however, 
continued to pursue its efforts for 
dialogue in this matter. Recently, the 
government has taken new bold and 
realistic initiatives to achieve a break¬ 
through in the stalled dialogue be¬ 
tween South and North Korea with the 
ultimate aim of peaceful unification of 
the divided country. 

President Chun Doo Hwan's 
attempts to revive contact with Pyon- 
gyang, broken off unilaterally by the 
hkj^ Koreans in the autumn of 1980, 
12,198lproposal 
Ibr maiKpHa^ of visits between the 
td^l^idefs ^SOuth and North Korea, 
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the June 5, 1981 proposal for a 
Seoul-Pyongyang summit meeting, 
the January 22. 1982 proposal for a 
Consultative Conference for National 
Reunification to draft a joint constitu¬ 
tion preliminary to unification through 
general elections throughout the 
country; and the February 1, 1982 
proposal for 20 Pilot Projects to prom¬ 
ote reconciliation and progressive in¬ 
tegration between the two halves of 
the land. He has thus demonstrated 
an unswerving resolve to seek peace¬ 
ful reunification via reconciliation. 

January 12 Proposal 

In a major policy statement issued 
on January 12, 1981, President Chun 
maintained that both sides should 
stop the war and unconditionally 
resume a dialogue with a view to 
restore mutual trust through deeds, 
rather than accords on paper only. As 
a most effective way to foster mutual 
understanding and goodwill. Presi¬ 
dent Chun invited President Kim II- 
sung of North Korea to visit the South 
without any condition attached and 
free of any obligation and indicated a 
willingness to visit Pyongyang on 
similar terms. 

Undaunted by a negative response 
from the North, President Chun, on 
June 5, 1981, offered to meet Kim 
ll-sung at any time and any place 
chosen by Pyongyang. 

Furthermore he said: "If such a 
meetfhg is realised. I hope to discuss 
frankly all questions raised by both 
sides, including the propsed exchange 
of visits and both South and North 
Korean unification formulae." 

Refusing to be discouraged by the 
absence of affirmative reaction from 
Pyongyang to his call for a South- 
North . summit President Chun re¬ 
newed a call for a diaidgue in even 
more specific terms on January 22, 
1982, In a New Year Policyaddress 
before, the National Assembly, he 
called for a conferenppof representa- 
, dyes of the people in Sputh and the 
ftorth to. a joiht corwtitution 
-irtder the terms ofiivWch a unified 


Democratic Unification 

The President's unification plan is 
based on the philosophy that unifica¬ 
tion must not be pursued exclusively 
or arbitrarily by any specific class or 
group, nor should it be sought by 
force of arms or other violent means. 
Expressing the conviction that nation¬ 
al reconciliation and consensus are 
basic to democratic unification, of the 
divided land, President Chun also 
proposed a temporary agreement on 
basic relations between South and 
North Korea to establish and maintain 
normal ties between the two halves 
of the country pending unification. 

20-Pilot Projects 

In an effort to translate the ideals of 
national reconciliation and mutual 
trust into action, the Government on 
February 1,1982, proposed a package 
of 20 pilot projects for exchanges in 
the most feasible fields. These pro¬ 
jects are designed to facilitate the 
opening of the two societies to each 
other, to promote various forms of 
exchanges and cooperation between 
the two sides and to end military 
confrontation on the Korean peninsu¬ 
la. The proposed agreement would 
set up a resident liaison mission in 
both Seoul and Pyongyang to facilitate 
inter-Korean exchanges and coopera¬ 
tion leading to unification. It also calls 
for non-interference in international 
affairs of the other side. 

President Chun's unification formu¬ 
la, incorporating the Korean people's 
strong desire to achieve unification 
through democratic and peaceful 
means, has been well received both 
domestically and internationally. 

By proposing progressive and 
realistic approaches to the tong 
sought goal of unification, the Repub¬ 
lic of Korea has laid the framework for 
national reconciliation leading to un¬ 
ification. In this way, the Republic has 
replaced its past defensive attitude on 
unification with a positive forward 
looking one. 
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TANCHONG 

The Ancient Art 

Visitor# to Korea are ama/od by the bright 
colour# catching their eyes from the intri 
cate designs over the ceilings of every kind 
of buildings throughout the country. These 
exotic rrtaster-pieces of paintings are known 
as Timdhong. 
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T ANCHONG derives its name from 
the Chinese characters for rts two 
major colours: red (tan) and blue 
(chong). Much of the iconography, 
painting techniques and even the 
mineral ('stone') pigments of tan 
chong were imported from China. 
This work, which set the standard for 
Chinese decorative arts, undoubtedly 
influenced architectural painting in 
Korea. However, native painters did 
not merely copy Chinese models, but 
infused their tan chong with an unmis¬ 
takably Korean character of lyrical 
jr spontaneity and humour, 
iroughout the history of tan chong 
the master painter has seldom had 
anything to do with the structural 
design of the building, but he has a 
major influence on how the building Is 
perceived. Within the limits of avail¬ 
able funds and the client's general 
wishes, he chooses And draws the 
patterns that win transform these 
' unpainted wooden structures into ex¬ 
periences of brttiant colour and space. 

In earner times both religious and 
secular authority recognised the signi¬ 
ficance of the ten chong painters 
craft ^idprnon was aperticu- 
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golden fish', to the job of painting tan 
chong and other religious images for 
display inside temples and shrines. 
Itinerant painter-monks, who had 
served an artistic apprenticeship as 
part of their early monastic training, 
met the needs of smaller temples 
throughout the country. 

A separate group of tan chong 
painters decorated palaces. The Song 
gong nam. an office of maintenance 
during the Yi Dynasty, supervised 
about twenty painters who worked on 
palace and government buildings, 
guest houses for foreigners and inter¬ 
preters. Confucian study haRs and 
pavilions. Although the office of 
•naintenance ran an apprentice sys¬ 
tem for young boys who showed 
talent, the skills of the trade were 
mainly kept within families and hand- 






ed down from father to son. Exact 
differences between the roles of the 
palace and temple painters are uncer¬ 
tain, but the technique which they 
shared remains essentially the same 
today. 

The mineral pigments used in tan 
chong are ground into fine particles. 
These are opaque and soluble in 
water, but do not mix easily with one 
another. Animal glue mixed from ex¬ 
tracted collagen and water, and called 
akyo-mul, serves as an adhesive 
medium for the pigment. This mixture 
must be kept warm to remain liquid. 
When gold is applied to a painting 
surface, fish glue is used as a vehicle. 
The mixture must be stored under a 
layer of water to be kept workable. 
Earlier tan-chong painters used fish 
glue exclusively. 

The most conspicuous display of 
tan chong is in the painting of wooden 
architecture, traditionally built of pine. 
Mineral pigment provides a beneficial, 
even ideal, covering for such struc¬ 
tures. Today the difficulties of import¬ 
ing the mineral 'stone colour' from 
China have led Korean painters to 
import mineral pigments from Japan, 
the U.S. and Germany. (In fact, the 
venerable monk Wol-Ju, designated a 
Living National Treasure for his mas¬ 
tery of tan chong painting, states that 
even when he was twenty, it was 
impossible to import such colours 
from China). The Chong Colours are 
said to last a thousand years, and 
indeed the good condition of paintings 



from the Paekche Kingdom (B.C. 18- 
661 A.D.) preserved in Japan tends to 
support this claim. Unfortunately, the 
colour on buildings cannot be stored 
away, safe from the ravages of ultra¬ 
violet light and the elements. The life 


span for the tan chong colours on 
wooden structures was once said to 
be a hundred years, but today's in¬ 
creased pollution has reduced this to 
only about ten years in the cities and 
twenty-five to fifty years in the country¬ 
side. 

The patterns to be used on the 
building have been selected well in 
advance from the master painter's 
rendition of traditional designs, but 
modem technology now has a role in 
this process: copy machines are 
sometimes used to reproduce master 
drawings (technically called 'car¬ 
toons'), and the scale of the drawings 




can thus be enlarged or reduced, 
enabling the artist to see quickly the 
effect of a design at different sizes. 

Making the paper transfer sheets to 
duplicate the designs on the building 
is similar to making a sewing pattern; 
it was also the method Michelangelo 
employed to transfer his drawings to 
the Sistine Chapel ceiling. Since most 
designs are symmetrical, the smallest 
reproducible portion of a design is 
drawn on a folded piece of heavy 
paper. The folded paper is then 
pierced with pin along the entire 
outline of the design. This punctured 


(or, as it is called in the West 
'pounce') pattern is unfolded to reveal 
the fully outlined design. The sheet of 
paper with the pounced design is held 
against the building's ceiling or other 
flat area, or wrapped around beams 



and columns, while the surface of the 1 
sheet is struck with a cloth bag filled 
with white chalk powder. The chalk is 
forced through the pinholes in the 
sheet and, when the sheet is re¬ 
moved. smallwhite dots of chalk out¬ 
lining the pattern remain. 

The mixture of akyo and water is 
then heated on a stove. In order to 
achieve proper strength and con¬ 
sistency, it is important that the mix¬ 
ture be heated neither too much nor 
too little. While the glue is heating 
stone pigment is carefully mixed in. 
The hot paint is poured into a ceramic 
bowl suspended on sturdy strings. It 
is now ready for the painter's brush. 

The colours are applied one at a 
time: first the light then the dark. To 
finish the design, black and white 
outlines are applied to define the 
colour patterns, the black being ap¬ 
plied first. (In the early days, when 
many painters were employed to de¬ 
corate a structure, the master desig¬ 
ner would assign each painter a single 
colour. Today, due to the small num¬ 
ber of painters working on a job each 
applies several colours.) Finally, a coat 
of camellia oil isj>ainted over the 
finished tan chong to protect it from 
the weather. 

This painting process achieves not 
only the aesthetic and moral objec¬ 
tives of inspiring awe and piety, but 
protects the wood from insects and 
dampness, seats in the resin of the 
pine, and covers any imperfections in 
the wbod. 




Wood isn't the only surface the tan 
chong artist covers. Silk and hand¬ 
made Korean paper are used for 
Buddhist images, portraits and genre 
paintings. Both materials are stretch¬ 
ed out prior to painting and coated 
with a solution of akyo-mul and paek- 
pan (alum) which sizes them, pre¬ 
vents the pigments from being 
absorbed, and creates a smooth paint¬ 
ing surface. 

When an artist intends to paint a 
subject on hand made paper, he 
places a 'master' ink drawing under it 
and traces the design with charcoal. 
The charcoal tracing is re-drawn with a 
brush dipped in stone-ground ink and 
the drawing is then filled in with 
colour. In order to build up enough 
pigment to 'cover' the paper surface 
some colours must be painted several 
times. If the painter wants to add 




shadow to a contour, he must isolate 
the already painted surface with a 
glaze to avoid 'muddying' the colour. 

Over the years, master drawings 
are often handed down from teacher 
to student. Curiously, they are not 
regarded as works of art but merely as 
another tool for producing the paint¬ 
ing. A Western artist is baffled to see 
a beautiful master cartoon folded up 
and stored as casually as a painter's 
brush might be cleaned and put away. 

In his art, the tan chong painter 
expresses an understanding of the 
relationship of humanity and nature to 
the cosrhos through the skillful order¬ 
ing of traditionei visual elements into 
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an expressive whole. Looking at tan 
chong we can respond to the technic¬ 
al skill and design genius of the 
master artist; with more study, we 
can attempt to comprehend the sym¬ 
bolic message that unfolds as we 
pass through the space which his art 
creates. Understanding this art form is 
often a demanding task. As with many 
phenomena that have a long tradition, 
there is some dispute about both its 
history and its meaning. 

From dynasty to dynasty and region 
to region, different styles of tan chong 
have evolved. As noted above, the 
Koguryo artists employed strong col¬ 
ours in their tan chong patterns, but 
they are also noted for their masterly 





use of white. Colourful Koguryo mu¬ 
rals testify to the ready availability of 
pigments in this northeastern part of 
Korea, close to China. On the other 
hand, the artists of Paekche (B.C. 
18-661 A.D) in the south-west im¬ 
ported pigment from southern China. 
The tan chong remnants of the Paek¬ 
che Kingdom are characterized by a 
yellowish overtone, liberally applied 
strokes of white and a basic hue of 
bright green. The Paekche Kingdom 
also dispatched tan chong painters to 
Japan's Buddhist temples, and 
although none of their architectural 
decoration can be seen today, the 
religious paintings of these artists are 
still preserved in Japan. 
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Korean Works: Delict Of Art Lovers 


I IE PQi iibpinipip mini wihhv wn oppn fopvmop NC m rrapra moiQPfft m mv MMmm? $§§l 

' ^1 umM flkMk mMummAaii mH AgilgjlA AAiflMftfe ALMbbaM aMbbaaOlfal^^fe 

I IVMHVUI# WPP Nl PHUUUIIIPI Of tw— w UMN fUNIV UilOOW OOUVVinM* 

I — *k ia hail —liwail NO ■fc^l—flii— N AihiihuHin— ami > awalilia iflaf —Im fti 

IWPVW • WINIP INN WlWIHi mmm fOO^MOOOOOJpvp'> jpwi^^Wna W nwojn Ob y^PWIH ^POWO WWMOM nfOV 
^^b n^bA ^^Mfblf^fnfA^b AalfeM ALMbblM aaMMiuA A# 

KOVOPII 99NNH II1M OUN I I IUII> MWyl rnNIINr NN MUH ivuivi nyOPfOOPO OlVll ID NDVONR 

dtA ttMb al^JfaafbPMaf Aub AlbM Bfbbai^^Mab ^^bMptaMte bM jMmJmi Aft A afeAlafeA mu* Mul JUM ■mma 

MIPS I WM OPNpUlPO 90 PM ml MVOPVI PPWPON Oil INPpiPY. M P pPNPDPr POP NP OflP WHO 

^0 uJaL jlLnhlaaAbtfi Lm4AIm.m at 4bb IGMflnIBfelftSttaA I IiummI |La Bfaa&aMAiA 

WOVRPQ Willi OVHPVP NV PPpN|ll| IIP NIOBPII OPPOCNV PI MP K O Nf lOH I >w w HIP H09PPO 


<ipifii of u own. 

at^BMb aImum Auiih Im*' OtMubAlbMk BmL TUB^a. MAAahlnlnoan TmimmI BAmJi 

bop pMVNVO dpnw pviowp wo ppnyvniiw oy wnpiPNi nvi* imp. mo«viino vowom BHPPB* 
Tho on* on tho toft b of on comma and tho right of on paper. 
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KOREAN MOSES’ MIRACLE 

THIS MONTH 


T HE Korean version of Km ^Moees' Mirada' fin which the 2.8 km aaa between CMndo 
Wand ami Myodo In Soutit Cholla Province wilt split leaving a waterless snip of 40 
metres wide. The miracle win taka place twice during April 24-26 and May 23-25. 
Thn event s u p p ose d to have supernatural importance attracts many from far and 
wide. This natural phanamanon takas place In tha Korean waters once In every two 
years. People frock to the area wad ahead to watch the spectacular. 

On eartier occasions the people assembling the place used to play the Farmers'Band 
and convert tha events Into a spectacle. 

In the pfcture above, people walk on tha tidal mud-flat, when tha Moses' Mrade 
oooutedM April INO. 
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INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 


India-Korea JBCMeet 

Decides Expanding Cooperation 


T WO important developments 
have taken place in recent months 
in the sphere of Indo-Korean 
relations. One was the visit of the 
Korean Foreign Minister, Mr. Shin 
Yong Lho, to New Delhi in February. 
The second was the 4th meeting of 
the Korea-lndia Joint Business Council 
in New Delhi on March 17 when 
important decisions were taken on 
expanding economic co-operation be¬ 
tween the two countries. 


As was to be expected, Mr. Lho, 
whose visit came on the eve of the 
South-South consultations, apprised 
India's Foreign Minister, Mr P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao, of the Korean views on 
the contribution which it could make 
towards collective self-reliance of the 
South as spelt out in the Havana 
Declaration. 

That apart, Mr. Lho brought a mes¬ 
sage from President Chun to Prime 
Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, in which 


touched the record figure of $310 
million. The two governments have 
set a target of a turnover of $1 billion 
within the next three to four years. 

It was in this background that the 
Joint Business Council (JBC) meeting 
was held in New Delhi on March 17 to 
work out concrete details of co¬ 
operation in such matters as joint 
ventures and co-operation in projects 
in third countries. The Korean delega¬ 
tion was led by Mr. Lee Kyung-hoon, 
President, Daewoo Corporation, and 
Mr. Park Myong-chan* Managing 
Director of the Korean Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry was the De¬ 
puty Leader. The mission had eight 
other members and two advisers rep¬ 
resenting steel, machinery, shipbuild¬ 
ing, chemicals, building materials and 
plant facilities. 

The Indian delegation was led by 


Dologstos st ths indto-Koroo Joint Businoss Council Mooting. 



Mr. Lho's visit was the first by a 
senior South Korean leader since the 
President, Mr. Chun Doo Hwan, 
assumed office and appointed him as 
Foreign Minister. Mr. Lho was no 
stranger to India since he was the 
Head of the Mission when Korea and 
India had relations only at the level of 
Consulate General in 1972. 

Republic of Korea was one of the 
invitees to the conference for con¬ 
sultations on the North-South dia¬ 
logue and South-South co-operation. 
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he expressed his desire for streng¬ 
thening relations between the two 
countries and opening up more oppor¬ 
tunities for deeper economic co¬ 
operation. Mrs. Gandhi greatly appreci¬ 
ated President Chun's desire to put the 
bilateral ties on a sound footing. 

If one were to look back at the 
growth of commercial relations, it will 
be evident that in a short span of 
seven years after the establishment 
of full diplomatic relations, the trade 
between the two countries has 


Dr. Charat Ram, Chairman, Indian 
section of India-Korea JBC. The JBC 
had the benefit of an address by 
Korea's Ambassador Chung-Tai Kim. 
The President of TlCCI, Mr. G.K. 
Devarajulu, and the first Chairman of 
the Indian section, Mr. Harish Mahin- 
dra, also participated in the meeting. 

Later, jointly addressing a Press 
Conference, Mr. Lee and Dr, Charat 
Ram expressed satisfaction over the 
outcome of the meeting. The discus¬ 
sions covered three major subjects: 
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plan for expansion of two-way trade; 
joint venture opportunities and col¬ 
laboration in third countries. 

It was noted that though the two- 
way trade had increased at the annual 
rate of 50% in the past few years, the 
value of this trade was extremely low. 
The meeting reaffirmed the recom¬ 
mendation of the JBC adopted at the 
Third meeting that the two-way trade 
-should expand rapidly and reach the 
$1 billion mark. 

Export Possibilities 
The following commodities were 
identified as having a potential for 
considerable expansion: 

Exports from India to Korea: (a) 
Engineering group—tractors and farm 
machinery, hand and small tools, iron 
ore; (b) agricultural products group— 
tobacco, coffee, animal feed stuff, 
wood products; (c) Miscellaneous 
items—dyestuffs and other organic 
chemicals, leather/leather manufac¬ 
tures. 

Exports from Korea to India: (a) 
Engineering group: iron, steel and 
metal products, electronic machinery, 
components and technology; (b) 
chemical group—synthetic resins, 
synthetic fibres and yarns, fertilisers, 
organic compounds, (c) Miscel¬ 
laneous group—paper and paper 
boards, cement. 

Certain positive suggestions in eas¬ 
ing of some of the problems were put 
forward. These were: improving com¬ 
munication and information about 
each others potentialities and mar¬ 
kets; increased direct shipping and air 
services, including bulk carrier ser¬ 
vices. 

Additionally, it was also suggested 
that the two countries should increase 
the number of items subject to con¬ 
cessional tarrifs as provided for in the 
Bangkok Agreement. There should be 
long-range contracts for increased 
iron ore exports from India to feed 
another large integrated steel mill 
which is being set up in Korea. At 
present Korea is importing four million 
tonnes of iron ore from India, which is 
a quarter of its total imports of iron ore 
to produce about 10 million tonnes of 
steel. 

India could utilise the shipbuilding 
capacity of Korea. For this purpose 
India and Korea are examining ways 
and means of financing orders from 
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India. To encourage Korean invest¬ 
ment in India, Korea has suggested 
proposals for avoidance of double 
taxation and investment guarantees 
on the pattern of agreements which 
several other countries have con¬ 
cluded with Korea. Korea has also 
suggested a visa exemption agree¬ 
ment to encourage diversified 
contacts between the two countries. 

Other areas of co-operation are in 
international biddings and participa¬ 
tion in each others economic develop¬ 
ment plan projects, participation in 
fairs, joint investment in Free Trade 
Zones and 100% export-oriented un¬ 
its and exchange of up-to-date in¬ 
formation and data on trade and eco¬ 
nomic development, market research 
and allied matters. 

A number of areas suitable for joint 
ventures were identified such as trac¬ 
tors and farm equipment, entertain¬ 
ment and industrial electronics and 
component manufacturing industry; 
items of chemical industries such as 
dye-stuffs, drugs and pharmaceutic¬ 
als, heavy inorganic chemicals, ship¬ 
building, trawlers and fishing boats, 
garments and apparels. 

It was decided that the Fifth meet¬ 
ing of the JBC should be held in Korea 
in Feb-March, 1983. 

—V.V. Eswaran 


An Evening of 
Sports Scribes 

A LMOST all the leading sports 
journalists from different part of 
India were invited for an evening 
of sports journalists arranged by the 
Embassy on the 13th of this month. 
The journalists who were in New 
Delhi to attend the Sports Journalists' 
Meet organised by the Delhi Sports 
Journalists' Association, were very 
happy that they could see the video 
films '88 OLYMPICS, which depicts 
the rapidity with which the arrange¬ 
ments for holding the 1986 Asian 
Games and the 1988 Olympics are 
being done in Seoul. After seeing the 
film one of the senior journalists re¬ 
marked that Seoul's sports facilities 
are one of the best in the world and 
that he was sure the two great 
sports events to be held in Seoul would 
be a great success. 

Culture and Information Attache 
and Editor of Korean News, Jong 
Hwan Suh, while welcoming the jour¬ 
nalists said, he was very happy to have 
such a rare opportunity of meeting 
all the leading sports journalists of the 
country together, and expressed the 
hope that they would render every 
help to the people of Korea in their 
efforts in making both the Asian 
Games and the Olympics two memor¬ 
able events in sports history. 


Sports journalists of Delhi proudly displaying the trophy they won in the Sports Journalists' Cricket Tournament which was held 
during the AH-Indta Sports Journalists Meet in Defai. recently. 
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SEOUL INTERNATIONAL MEETS 


Urban Problems UNICEF Priority 



S EOUL has formally been chosen 
as the site for the mammoth 
annual joint meeting of the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (IBRD) in 1985, the 
Ministry of Finance said last month. 

The IMF, IBRD annual meeting, 
which is held outside the United 
States every other three years and in 
the country in between, is scheduled 
for Oct. 8-11,1985. During and after 
the four-day main session, a series of 
extra meeting will continue for about 
two weeks. 

The ministry explained that the de¬ 
cision on the site was revealed last 
month in a general meeting of the two 
international organizations in 
Washington, D.C. 

In a vote by letter^ the majority of 
the member countries picked Seoul 
as the venue, ministry officials said. 

The IMF comprises 144 member 
countries, 26 of which maintain di¬ 
plomatic relationship with North Korea 
but not with the Republic of Korea. 

Now that Seoul has succeeded in 
its bid to attract the "UN (United 
Nations) General Assembly of Eco¬ 
nomists," the officials mentioned that 
it will contribute toward enhancing 
Korea's economic achievements 
known to the world. 

For the planned meeting, more than 
5,000 foreigners including 250 to 300 
minister-level officials are expected to 
come to Seoul. 

In preparation for the huge-scale 
meeting the ministry plans to set, up a 
preparatory committee and a secreta¬ 
rial bureau, which will exist until the 
meeting ends. 

*> 4 ,. 


T HE priority of the UNICEF (the 
United Nations Children's Fund) 
projects in Korea in the coming 
years will be solving the problems of 
the urban poor, said Antonio A. Hidal¬ 
go, representative of the UNICEF 
Seoul office. 

Mr. Hidalgo, 3p, who has served in 
his post since June last year said 
UNICEF has prepared a whole new 
programme to meet the development 
of Korea through a number of meet¬ 
ings with government officials, spe¬ 
cialists and scholars. 

"In the past, he recalled, "UNICEF 
supported innovative projects in 
health, community development, so¬ 
cial welfare, education and other prog¬ 
rammes for children and mothers in a 
close relationship with a broad spec¬ 
trum of related agencies in Korea." 

For example, the ex-official of the 
Phillippines government said, UNICEF 
has helped the nation's organizations 


carry out a wide range of programmes 
for education, social welfare, improve¬ 
ment of medical equipment in health 
centres and subcentres and expan¬ 
sion of basic health services, especial¬ 
ly in the rural areas. 

The projects have been im¬ 
plemented by many Kofea research 
and development institutes such as 
the Korean Educational Development 
Institute (KEDI) and the Korea Health 
Development Instituted KHDI), he ex¬ 
plained. 

However, Mr. Hidalgo said, the 
gradual reorientation of the UNICEF 
role should have been made during , 
the period 1976-81 from the tradi¬ 
tional forms of assistance because of 
the rapid economic development. The 
Korean government must gradually 
provide the standard supplies, equip¬ 
ment and cash grants which were 
provided by UNICEF in the past. 
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The Second General Assembly of the Aslan Organisation of 
the Supreme Audit Institutions was held in Seoul recently. 
Prime Minister Yoo Chang-soon speaks at the Inaugural 
session of the Assembly. 

India's Co mp troller and Auditor General, Gian Prakash 
who attended the As sem bly in Seoul, was honoured with a 
doctr a te by the Chungang University. 








Preparations hr tha 1998 Asm Gamas and tha 1998 Olympic* am In fut swing. Tha sprawkng Saoul Stadium was tha venue for the 62nd National Gamas, which was conducted m Olympic* style. 


Private Donations 
to Olympics 

P RIVATE companies and associa¬ 
tions have started in a big way to 
boost the morale of the officials of 
Korea's Olympic Committee by begin¬ 
ning their donations for the success of 
the 1988 Olympics. 

A private company which made 
about 5,000 dollar donation to the 
Seoul Olympic Committee will con¬ 
tinue to make such donations monthly 
till the beginning of the Olympics. The 
president of the company said that 
the company's executives and em¬ 
ployees will contribute 0.5 per cent of 
their monthly pay. He said that he 
hoped that the donations would be 
used effectively In financing the 1988 
Olympias. 
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China, N. Korea 
to be invited to 
Seoul Ping-pong 

T HE organising committee of the 
Seoul Open International Table 
Tennis Championships announced 
recently that member countries of the 
International Table Tennis Federation, 
including China and North Korea will be 
invited to the meet slated for August 25 
to 31,1982. 

Invitation letters will be sent to 122 
countries, the committee said. In the 
last year's meet, 300 people from 35 
countries participated. 

This year's prize money for the 
winners will be increased to $50,000, 
higher than any other ping-pong 
event Last year's prize money was 
$10,000 


Danish Open Doubles 
Title for Koreans 

I N the prestigious Danish Open 
Badminton Championships held 
recently in Copenhagen the Ko¬ 
rean men defeated the top seeded 
Indonesians to lift the doubles title. 

The crowd of 3,500 in the suburban 
Broendbyhallen gave a standing ova¬ 
tion to unseeded Koreans Park Joo- 
bong and Lee Soon-ku for a 16-9, 
11-15, 18-16 win over top seeded 
Christian Hadinata and Luis Pongoh of 
Indonesia. Park and Lee were consi¬ 
dered the biggest surprise of the 
tournament. Their breaking into the 
men's doubles world elite impressed 
specialists who were at the tourna¬ 
ment. 

The tournament, the traditional 
scene-setter for the prestigious All 















SPORTS AND GAMES 


England Championships, left every¬ 
body asking: Who can stop the Asians 
in London's Empire Pool when all the 
aces meet there. 

Korea World Taekwondo 
Champions Again 

K OREA emerged as Taekwondo 
champion for the fifth consecutive 
year in the World Taekwondo 
Championship held in Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, recently. Korea won eight 
golds in the ten divisions of the 
championship. 

The second place went to the 
Ecuadorian team which won one gold 
and one silver, followed by West 
Germany, with one gold and two 
bronze medals. 

Korea Bags Gold 
at the International 
Shooting Tournament 

P ARK DAE-WOON of Korea won a 
gold medal in the air-rifle event 
with a score of 581. His perform¬ 
ance enabled the Korean team win 
the team event with 1,710 points. The 
United States slipped into second 
place with 1,689 points and the Soviet 
Union five point behind at the third 
place. 

By teams the Soviet Union was first 
with 1,659 points, followed by the 
United States with 1,648, Cuba with 
1,622, Korea with 1,601 and Vene¬ 
zuela and Mexico 1,596 each. 

Korea-Japan Soccer 

K OREA blanked Japan 3-0 in their 
annual national team soccer game 
held at the Seoul Stadium last 
Month. This was the first victory for 
the realigned Korean national team 
over a Japanese national team. 

The Korean national team, 'Hwar- 
ang' was reorganised only in last 
November. The Japanese team was 
fast and aggressive but failed to score 
during the first half, They slowed 
down during the second half. 
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SEOUL CULTURE SCENE 


Hoam Art Musaum 
To Open 

T HE first and largest private art 
museum in Korea will be dedi¬ 
cated in the southern outskirts of 
Seoul on April 22 by a leading Korean 
businessman. 

The private museum, con¬ 
structed by the Samsung Foundation 
of Art and Culture and named "Hoam 
Art Museum" after the penname of 
Lee Byung-chull, chairman of the 
Samsung Business Group, is ex¬ 
pected to make public more than 1.000 
items of priceless cultural properties, 
modem art pieces and sculptures Mr. 
Lee has been collecting for the past 
40-odd years. 

The Korean traditional style two- 
story building with a total floor space 
pf 4,000 square metres has four ex¬ 
hibit halls designed to display modern 
art works, prehistoric age relics, cera¬ 
mic wares and metal '’works. On 
approximately 33,000 squaremetres 
of a large front garden, more than 100 
modem sculptures are on open air 
display. The outdoor exhibition will be 
the first attempted in Korea, museum 
officials said. 

The museum, located in front of a 
pond adjoining the Yongin Farm, was 
constructed at a total cost of about $ 3 
million, they said. 

The construction project was origi¬ 
nally worked out when Mr. Lee de¬ 
cided to dedicate his private collection 
through the foundation to the public in 
1978, officials said. 

The collection contains both varied 
and precious works from prehistoric 
age to modem times. Many ancient 
art works from the collection were 
once on display at the National 
Museum of Korea in Seoul in 1970. 

Some of the best from the collection 
were, on exhibit with the recent 
taveiling exhibition of "5,000 years 
of Korean Art" in the United States 
sn4 Japan. 

The collection of ceramic and metal 
crafts include eight national treasures 
and .four treasured objects. 

In tfftlijioh, more than 20 other art 
'^rk.:M| | r : 'ihib"col^ctibn- ate also 
. g^^^^^^t^nated as national 
kdftEM^^'APflV'ar 


Hoam Art Museum. the first privet* museum in Korea, ia scheduled fo open this month. 


treasures or treasured objects in the 
near future, officials explained. 

The collection of modem art work is 
also believed to be the largest in 
number and highest in quality of its 
kind, they said. The works of more 
than 200 well-known Korean artists 
who were active from the year 1910 
are among the collection. 

In addition to the exhibitions the 
museum is to promote excavation and 
research works and support other 
educational activities, officials said. 

Nat’l Dance Event 
In October 

T HE Korean Culture and Arts 
Foundation (KCAF) has announced 
plans for the 4th National Dance 
Festival which is to be held from 
October 13-22, this year at the KCAF 
main theater in Seoul. 

The nation's biggest dance festival 
takes place annually to promote danc¬ 
ing arts and to encourage creative 
volition. 

To make them even more meaning¬ 
ful and rewarding, the KCAF has 
increased the performing hours of the 
attending groups in the fete. They will 
present their works four time for three 
days. Formerly, performances were 
allowed only three times in two days. 
To insure substantiality, the first day 
has beeh set aside for stage setting 
and rehearsals. 

There will also be a few changes in 
the award system. The "Grand Prize" 


and the "Performance Prize" will re¬ 
place the former "Prize for Best 
Choreographer" respectively with in¬ 
creased cash prizes. 

To narrow the gap between Seoul 
and the provincial areas in the dancing 
field, the group which won the "Grand 
Prize" will tour 10 different provincial 
cities after the festival. The most 
outstanding choreographer and the 
two top performers will also go 
abroad to study the dance techniques. 

Interest Grows 
In Ceramics 

T RADITIONAL ceramics are prob¬ 
ably the best means to know and 
learn about a country. Their forms 
and colours vary a great deal from one 
country to another, characterizing 
each with its own distinctive feature, 
Ms. Kim Jong-suk, in-charge of the 
ceramic class for foreigners at the 
Dong-A Culture Centre in Seoul. 

The Dong-A centre opened in last 
October at Yoido-dong, Yongdung- 
pogu, sponsored by the newspaper 
Dong-A llbo with as many as 198 
classes in 150 different subjects for 
those who pursue lifelong educa¬ 
tion. 

"Foreigners will find the Korean 
ceramic works interesting and re¬ 
warding," said Ms. Kim, 35, who won 
a silver award at the Dong-A Arts and 
Crafts Exhibition in 1974. She said 
Korean ceramics play a leading role 
among the world ceramic works. 




KOREAN FOLK STORIES 


GENERAL 

PUMPKIN 

Folk Tales of any kind reflect the traditions and tha way of life 
of tha region of its origin. Korean Folk Tales are replete with 
the tradition and life style of the rural folks. The humour in 
them are read to be enjoyed. General Pumpkin is the first in 
the series of the folk stories to be published. 


L ONG, long ago there lived a rich 
man who had an only son. This 
boy had an enormous appetite 
and was particularly fond of pump¬ 
kins. His parents got all the pumpkins 
they could for him. They sowed all 
their fields with pumpkins, and bought 
them in vast quantities from the neig- 
bours and in the market. They made 
pumpkin cakes, pumpkin puddings, 
pumpkin soup, pumpkin porridge for 
their son, and he ate nothing else. He 
would eat a big straw begful at a 
sitting, and yet he always complained 
that he was hungry. 

His parents spent so much money 
to feed him that in the end they were 
ruined. And to make matters worse 
the gluttonous eater of pumpkins 
used to break wind so often and so 
violently that in the end the villagers 
refused to put up with him any longer, 
so fed up were they with the smell 
and thunderous rumblings. Finally 
they drove him away from the village. 

So he wandered from village to 
village begging pumpkins. People 
who had not heard of him often gave 
him work, for he looked very big and 
strong, and he did not ask for money, 
but only pumpkins as reward for his 
labour. But he lost every job in a few 
days when his employers found what 
an extraordinarily filthy glutton he 
was. 

One day he came to a big Buddhist 
temple in the mountains. It was a very 
rich and famous temple, with many 
priests, but often fell victim to a band 
of robbers, under their chief, Hairy 
Zang. Zang used to disguise himself 
as an ordinary wayfarer and go to the 
temple to spy out the land. Then at 
night he would lead his band against it 
and carry off all the valuables they 


could lay hands on. 

When the Abbot saw the enormous 
frame of the pumpkin eater standing 
before the gate of the temple he went 
and welcomed him warmly, for he 
thought that this gigantic stranger 
would be a match for the robbers. He 
led him into the temple and bowing 
humbly before him asked him what 
his favourite food was. "You do look a 
strong man indeed, sir,’ he said. 
'What do you like to eat, and how 
much?' 


'I eat nothing but pumpkins, 
- answered the glutton. *You had better 
cook as many as you can for me, say a 
whole kettle full.' 

So the priests of the temple enter¬ 
tained him with a whole kettleful of 
pumpkin porridge, and then brought 
him another kettleful of pumpkin 
cakes. Then they asked him to help 
them if the robbers should attack the 
temple. 

That evening the robber chief came 
to the temple. When he saw the feast 
of pumpkins being made ready he 
asked a priest 'Have you a party 
to-night?' 

'Yes, General Pumpkin is here,' was 
the answer. 

'How many soldiers has he?' 

'He has come alone, and will eat 
them all himself.' 



•The robber chief was astounded to 
hear this, and decided to stay the 
night in the temple so that he might 
take a closer look at the terrible 
general. Some of the priests recog¬ 
nized him and went and told the 
Abbot. Then the Abbot went and told 
General Pumpkin that the robber chief 
was staying in the next room. So 
General Pumpkin told the priests to 
take drums and hide in every comer of 
the temple at midnight, and put out all 
lights. Meanwhile all the followers of 
the robber chief gathered outside the 
temple and tried to break in. Suddenly 
in the stillness of the night there came 
a deafening rumble like thunder, and 
the air was filled with an unbearable 
stench. General Pumpkin had broken 
wind. Then a violent gale blew down 
the high brick wall surrounding the 
temple. The robber chief tried to run 
away in his alarm, but whichever way 
he turned he was confronted with the 
roll of drums from every dark corner. 


When he grew old the three sons of 
a rich family that lived near the temple 
came to him and asked him to help 
them fight a white tiger which had 
killed their father. He went to their 
house one day and they entertained 
him with pumpkin delicacies of every 
kind. All they wanted him to do was to 
break wind just once. 

So in the afternoon the three sons 
of the family donned their armour and 
shouted, 'Come out and fight, white- 
tiger.' Immediately there appeared a 
tiny tiger, no bigger than a rat, and 
completely white. They all leapt in the 
air to fight. 

General Pumpkin peeped through a 
chink in the window-paper to see 
what was going on, and, horrified by 
what he saw, fell down in a faint. As 
he fell he broke wind violently, and a 
deafening roar filled the air. The white 
tiger was paralysed with terror at this 
sudden explosion and the evil stench 
that followed. Then a bamboo stake 




from the fence pierced its body and it 
fell down dead. 

When the three young men came 
inside again they found the old man 
lying dead in the room surrounded 
with excrement. They were very sorry 
to see it, and provided him with a 
fitting funeral. And for three years 
they mourned for him as they did for 
their father. 

Onadoru Yawa, told by Bang Zong- 
Hwan; Seoul ( 192 s). 

Admiral Yi 
Beats His Father 

admiral yi sun-sin invented the Turtle- 
boat, the world's first submarine, and 
won many victories in the war against 
Japan in 1502-1598. He was noted for 
this cleverness from his earliest year. 

One day, when he was very young, 
his father said to him, 'You see me 
sitting here in the room. Can you think 
of any way of forcing me to come 
out?' 

Young Yi Sun-Sin pondered a mo¬ 
ment and then replied, 'No, Father, 
that is quite impossible. But if you 
were outside, I'm sure I could make 
you go in. 

So his father got up and went out of 
the room. Then Yi Sun-Sin shouted 
gleefully. 'That's right, Father! You 
have come out of the room, haven't 
you? See, I've won.’ 

His father smiled and praised his 
son for his cleverness. 

ToldbyZong He-Ryong; Seoul (1950). 
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NEWS FROM KOREA 


INTERNATIONAL BOOK SHOW 

A month-long international show of books was open in Seoul in 
last week of last month The exhibition was organised by the 
Korea Overseas Publications 

The exhibition will present about 100,000 books, both foreign and 
domestic with approximately 200 publishers and booksellers from 
the United States, Japan. Britain, the Netherlands, and the host 
Korea participating 

A special booth for the display of old and rare Korean books of the 
Yi Dynasty period (1392-1910), is a special attraction of the 
exhibition. These books include about 50 text books for Confucian 
scholars owned by the Ahn Chun-kun a bibiographer in Seoul. Others 
to be included in this booth are a wood print of 'One Thousand 
Chinese Characters', and some original books written by Yi Yi a great 
philosopher of the Yi Dynasty 

The sponsors of the exhibition said, the book show is aimed at 
giving a stimulus to the long-stagnant publishing business in Korea. 

MT. SORAK TO BE RESERVE 

T HE Korean National Park, Mt. Sorak, which has beautiful natural 
scenery, is going to be designated as "biosphere reserve" by 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orga¬ 
nization in June 

According to the Korea National Commission for the Unesco. a 
total of 37,430 ha (a ha equals 2,471 acres) ranging from 350 to 
1,708 meters above sea level will be designated as biosphere 
reserve 

This is the first area in Korea to be so designated 
There are 939 kinds of vegetations, including 48 very rare ones, 
and 25 species of mammals, 92 birds, 11 reptiles, nine amphibians 
and 35 fish in the mountain region 
The Korea Unesco carried out an extensive on-the-spot survey on 
the four mountains in Korea to nominate the candidate regions for 
the designation of biosphere reserves in 1981 with the aid of Prof 
Dr Duncan Poore of Oxford University. 


CONFUCIANIST HYANGGYO 

H YANGGYO. or public high schools, established in rural villages 
during the Koryo Kingdom (918-1392) and Yi Dynasty (1392- 
1910), greatly contributed to the development or rural culture 
as well as education of young aristocrats. 

Prof. Han Tong-il of Sungkyunkwan University in Seoul made this 
statement in his research paper on the educational system during 
that period which was reported to the Institute of Education History of 
Korea, recently. 

According to his report, hyanggyo was establisfjpd in 1127 for the 
first time in Korea by King Injong of the Koryo Kingdom for the 
education of the younger generation on Confucianism. 

Since the Yt Dynasty adopted Confucianism as the state religion 
under King Taejo in 1392, the educational system was rapidly 
expanded until 1910 when the Japanese colonialists abolished the 
system. 

Historical records show that Sungkyunkwan in Seoul, was the 
highest state educational institute and was supported by four kinds 
of secondary schools haktang in the capital and hyanggyo in the 
provinces. Private schools, sodang and sowon were freely estab¬ 
lished by individuals or groups of private citizens for the education of 
youths 

Professor Han says that the educational purpose of hyanggyo was 
to make students a man of morality modeling the great men in the 
history of Korea while that of Western schools stressed ideology 
and philosophy in education of young people. 

According to his argument, hanggyo was firstly established for the 
education of youths on such cardinal virtues as patriotism, filial piety, 
loyalty and valour, but later it was developed into an educational 
system preparing men in the aristocratic society for the state-run 
examinations to serve in the government. 

He also said that a total of 372 schools of hanggyo were 
established in countries or provinces throughout the country at the 
height of the programme. 

According to him all. expenses at the school were paid for by the 
state and the graduates were exempted from military duties to 
prepare for the examinations. 


The mem structure of Sungkyunkwan. ancient Kona's highest educational institution, which now stands at Myoogryun-dong in Seoul. 



ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


MACHINERY FAIR 


O'SEAS RESOURCE COUNCIL 


T HE Korea Machinery Fair ’82 will be held from Sept 21 -27 in 
Karachi, Pakistan, under the sponsorship of the Korea Trade 
Promotion Corp. (KOTRA). On view, according to KOTRA. will 
be a variety of Korean machinery and general commodities. 

BUYER'S INFO CENTRE 

A N information service centre for foreign buyers will be set up 
early in April at the Membership Service Centre of the Korean 
Traders Association (KTA) in the world Trade Centre Korea 
building. KTA officials 9aid the centre would provide catalogues of 
Korean export items and brochures describing export companies 
and trade cooperatives. In addition, they said, the centre will help 
foreign buyers to contact directly the Korean makers of items in 
which they are interested. 

COMPUTER GEAR ORDER 

T HE Samsung Electronics Co., a member of the Samsung 
Business Group, has won a $15 million order from the 
Hazeltine Co. of the United States for 100,000 computer 
terminals and monitors. This will be the first export of such products 
from Korea and. according to Samsung, indicates that the quality of 
the Korean products is internationally recognized. 

TV CHECK PRICE SYSTEM 


A private consultative council for the development of overseas 
resources will be set up jointly by about 100 large domestic 
companies before the end of this year to coordinate the 
overseas development projects of various domestic firms and to 
speed up development imports of strategically important resources, 
it has been learned from the Federation of Korean Industries. The 
council, the first organization of its kind, will include the 10 general 
trading firms. 

ELECTRONIC SALES MISSIONS 

T HE Electronic Industries Association of Korea will dispatch 12 
sales missions to major countries on different occasions this 
year in an effort to attain this year’s export goal of $3,200 
million. In addition, it will invite a total of 4,500 foreign buyers to 
attend the Korea Electronics Show '82 slated for Oct. 25-Nov. 6 in 
Seoul. 

$ 137 MIL SAUDI CONTRACTS 

T HE Pacific Construction Co won two contracts from worth 
$137 million Saudi Arabia in January, a remarkable amount 
compared with $198 million worth of contracts won during the 
whole of last year. The firm was awarded a $127 million contract by 
the Saudi Royal Commission for Yanbu for a housing construction 
project in Yanbu and a $10 million contract by the Saudi Royal 
Commission for Jubail for the construction of water supply facilities 


T HE Electronic Industries Association of Korea intends to adopt 
a check price system in April for black-and-white. TV sets 
marketed abroad in order to establish a marketing order. 
According to the association, Korean made black-and-white TV sets 
have been sold abroad at prices considerably lower than those 
charged by foreign competitors. 


Heavy machinery for export tr the Heavy Machinery Fatr, held w Seoul recently. 


SHIPPERS MEET IN SEOUL 


W ORKING-LEVEL officials from shippers councils in Korea Japan 
and Hong Kong will meet in Seoul in mid-June to discuss 
taking a common stand in freight negotiations with major 
freight conferences including TPEC ANZSEC and FEPS, it has been 
learned from the Korea Shippers Council. The three councils recently 
agreed to advanced the date of the meeting, which was originally 
scheduled for September. 
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PICTORIAL WOOD-PRINT 

The short write-up on Koryo Pictorial Wood- 
prints in the February 1982 issue of Korean 
News was very interesting It reveals the rich 
Buddhist tradition. 

If Mr. Pak Sang-kuk, a specialist at the 
Cultural Properties Preservation Bureau, who 
undertook the investigation of 34 temples, 
could be persuaded to write a more detailed 
account on his investigation, specially on the 
findings of the Haein Temple, with reference to 
Koreana Tripitakana consisting of 80.000 wood 
blocks'that would give readers more informa¬ 
tion on Buddhist tradition, and particularly 
artists, on the art of wood-block engraving and 
printing in ancient Korea 
A few reproductions in black and white and 
one or two colour pictures would certainly 
accentuate the article. 

J. Sultan All 
Artists' Village 
Cholamandal 
Injambakkam 
Madras-600041 

LATEST INFORMATION 

I am regularly reading Korean News for the 
last one year. I find it the best news magazine 
to acquaint with latest information on social, 
cultural and economic developments in Korea 
The photographs are very much impressive, 
revealing the natural beauty of Korea 

M.G.S. Ramu 

12/1. Bull Temple Road Cross 

Chamarajapet 

Bangalore. 

ADMIRATION 

Your 'Pictorial Korean News' is not only 
informative and educative but also enlightening 
and entertaining. It presents very useful mate¬ 
rial in a lucid language. In fact it is a matter for 
great admiration that inspite of so much stress, 
strain and tension. Korea has been making 
striking strides in development. 

Soti Virendra Chandra 
565. Mumfordganj 
Allahabad. 
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SUPfcHB 

A superbly illustrated magazine on the life, 
tradition and literature of the great Korean 
People. 

U.K. Parida 
Editor 

Balanga Barta 

Motiganj 

Orissa. 


FASCINATING 

The cover picture of the January 1982 issue is 
fascinating. The colour pictures and the articles, 
Hangul—Korea's Alphabet, Sitra '82 and Masks 
of Korea are impressive. 

Though small in size your country has made 
remarkable progress in all the sectors, particu¬ 
larly in the industrial sector 
I am also fascinated by your rich cultural 
heritage and the people's dedication to their 
religions. 

Rakesh Ranjan Mishra 
President 

Hindi Sahitya Vikas Parishad 
Manchsheel Nagar 
Durg, M.P. 


EYE FEAST 

All articles appearing in the magazine are very 
interesting and are useful to all sections of the 
people in India. 

The Korean News is particularly useful to 
students of Economics. The January '82 issue 
brought the news of the coming Seoul Interna¬ 
tional Trade Fair '82. 

The October 1981 issue brought the happy 
news of the forthcoming Asian Games in 1986 
and the Summer Olympic Games in 1988 I 
wish all success for the events. 

The Rose of Sharon in the back cover of the 
February '82 issue is an eyefeast 

Vipin R Joshi 
Shirolawaga 
Near Pandya School 
Dabhoi 

Baroda (Gujarat). 


DISAPPOINTMENT 

Some of the articles in the February 1982 
issue appeared to me highly interesting, particu¬ 
larly under the titles: Contemporary Korean 
Sculpture. Traditional Wedding at Korea House 
and articles on women. 

I was disappointed also in not finding any 
item on education in your country. 

Mrs. M. Ghosh 
156/39 B.T. Road 
Calcutta-700035 







THE KOREA 
I KNOW 


*r ANGUN Wanggom, s divine being, is 
I said to have descended from Heaven 
and become the first king of Korea in 
2333 B.C., with the. main ideology of 
always helping the others. M 
Korea, was annexed by Japan bringing 
an en^ to the. yt Dynasty Me. The; 
country was liberated from Japan in ; 
1945 only to.be partitioned. The' Republic , 
of Korea was formed in 1946 end recog¬ 
nised by the United Nations ss the only 
lawful end legitimate government of the. 
Koreans. • 

After President Park assumed power' 
iri May 1901, genuine effort was made to' 
ensure political stability, economic de¬ 
velopment and' national security; With 
the Five Year Plans, (nifiatedfn 1962, the- 
country's Industry and, agriculture »e~- 
ceivad a gignaticihrust foiy^.The:Neyv . 
Community Movement 
brought affluence-to therttfei ares* 1 
Korea nowetandsnextortiy toJapeniri, 
shipbuflcfing.". W.anferpdi^' 
tion has contributed io tfie ’asWriaHtig 
industrial growth df-ttatiley country. , 
which yvjth virtually nonatursl resource* . 
and one-third of japan’s population, tyad 
already earned a riame for ltajl^ ih the 
. world market. 

Kpree.ho* enrich 
bee thecfttinction 

printing. Ttoiahi; ih' a -0 

-contributes ,t» 

iki fcjti’adKbv 
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Korea observes the 32nd anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean War on June 25 People 
from different parts of the world visit the UN Cemetery in Pusan on that day to pay tributes 
to those who laid down their lives for the defence of the freedom of Korea 
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Korean News becomes a bi-monthly from this issue 
because of certain compelling reasons. But this change in 
periodicity has been adequately compensated by making 
each issue in 24 pages more endearing td our readers. 

May is the mon%of the family. Children’s Day and 
Parents' Day are cej^bfcitqd in the month of May. The 
whole month is devoted to children with 
Children’s Day falling on May 5. Parent's Day is on May 8, 
on which date children show their filial piety to their 
parents and give them presents. 

And. June never comes without the tragic memories of 
the Korean War that broke out on the calm Sunday 
morning of June 25. 1950. This year, the Koreans 
observe the 32nd anniversary of the War. 

The wonder world of 9mall dolls attract the attention of 
the Old and the young alike. Kim Young-hee's dojis get 
animated before your eyes. Korean News takes you to 
that wonder world of dolts, with a two-page colour 
spreads and a feature. 

Our regular feature, Korean Folk Stories, this time 
carries a very interesting story, ’The Curse on the Only 
Soh'withcolour illustrations. 

THE KOflEA | KNOW: Once again we thank our 
; TdRpicinrfs, ;#ctr. tNeif oontnbtftKMYs to the Korea 1 Know 
realty/happy ...that*. reader* are very 
.At the 



waftttfed we;rabeive from readers. This is only because 
of space jkrtitftktns and does not in any way reflect the 
,.<|itaRcy of the artfctSs; It la rather very difficult for os to 
^dhairiy ''gpbtt-.'cieMrTtyteu^Ofis: ; 

jM>^ r jwjjbdreri ~" pt>dia;8sncr in 

your 
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Front cover: Kim Young-hee's doll 'May Song' Said to be a family 
portrait of the artist, the mother and the three children. 
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May 5 is Children's Day in Korea Happy faces reflect bright future 
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President Chun exchanges greetings with Hermann Gmeiner, founder and president of the SOS Children's Village International 


THE PRESIDENCY 



The Need To 
Strengthen 
Spiritual 
Education 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan said, 
recently, that the nation can sur¬ 
vive only when it is able to defeat 
North Korea militarily and ideologi¬ 
cally. 

During his visit to the Academy of 
Korean Studies, President Chun called 
on the institution to accelerate its 
steps to strengthen the spiritual 
education of the people, thus making 
them armed with ideology strong 
enough to effectively cope with the 
North Korean Communists. 

He directed the chairman of the 
Academy to work out measures to 
carry out the spiritual education "in a 
more practical way". President Chun 
also asked the Academy to review the 
contents of various educational mate¬ 
rials and textbooks used by the govern¬ 
ment for the spiritual education. He 
said that textbooks should be more 
clearly written so as to make it easier 
for the general public to understand 
the contents. 

The academy, the President said, 
should extend positive support to the 
ongoing moral reform movement in 
terms of theory in particular. He sug¬ 
gested that more foreign scholars and 
students of Korean studies should be 
invited to the academy to study. 
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Wish To Work For 

Children's 

Education 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan said 
that he would devote himself to 
children's education when his 
seven-year term expires in 1988. He 
noted that doing something for chil¬ 
dren is worthwhile. 

"I and my wife are very concerned 
about the education of children, parti¬ 
cularly those of preschool age", Presi¬ 
dent Chun added. 

Exchanging talks with Hermann 
Gmeiner, founder and president of the 
SOS (Save Our Souls) Children's Vil¬ 
lage International, at Chong Wa Dae 
on the eve of the Children's Day, 
President Chun expressed his grati¬ 
tude for Gmeiner's devotion towards 
helping Korean children. 

Mr. Gmeiner told President Chun, 
"You have a good idea." "We should 
take good care of our children, particu¬ 
larly those who are homeless. This is 
the way to teach them to contribute to 
society when they grow up." 

President Chun remarked that soci¬ 
ety and parents should give their 
children warm affection and love, thus 
helping them become good citizens. 
This is why the nation stresses the 
education of preschool children. Presi¬ 
dent Chun said. 


President Chun 
Receives 
Liberian Leader 

H EAD of State and Chairman of 
the People's Redemption Council 
of Liberia, Samuel Kanyon Doe 
was in Korea in the second week of 
May at the invitation of President 
Chun Doo Hwan. During his stay in 
Korea, Mr. Doe had wide-ranging dis¬ 
cussions with President Chun on mat¬ 
ters of mutual interest. 

A joint communique issued at the 
end of the visit of the Liberian Head of 
State said: "The two Heads of State 
discussed matters of mutual concern 
in a cordial and friendly atmosphere. 
They noted with satisfaction that the 
friendly and cooperative relations be¬ 
tween the Republic of Korea and the 
Republic of Liberia have been streng¬ 
thened in various fields and they 
agreed to broaden the scope of their 
cooperation in an effort to further 
consolidate the existing friendly ties. 

"The two Heads of State ex¬ 
changed views on recent develop¬ 
ments in Asia and Africa, and shared 
the view that the maintenance of 
world peace and security depends on 
respect for the sovereignty, independ¬ 
ence and territorial integrity of states 
as well as the principle of non- 
KOREAN NEWS MAY-JUNE '82 





President Chun and the Ubenan Head of State Samual K Doe sign the joint communique 


intervention in the internal affairs of 
other states. 

"President Chun Doo Hwan, re¬ 
viewing the situation on the Korean 
peninsula, explained the efforts of the 
Government of the Republic of Korea 
to reduce tensions and consolidate 
peace on the Korean peninsula with a 
view to achieve the reunification of 
Korea by peaceful means, particularly 
his latest proposal for democratic 
reunification through national recon¬ 
ciliation. 

"The Liberian Head of State, Samuel 
K. Doe, fully supporting the said 
efforts end initiatives of the Republic 
of Korea, assured his Korean counter¬ 
part that the liberian government 
would continue to support the posi¬ 
tion of the Korean government on 
reunification of Korea by peaceful 
means. 

"In this context, the Liberian Head 
of State expressed the strong hope 
that the reunification of Korea will be 
realized by peaceful means through 
the promotion of understanding, 
mutual trust and dialogue between 
the two Korean parties directly con¬ 
cerned. 

"The two Heads of State briefed 
each other on the efforts of their 
governments to attain the goal of 
self-reliant economy and come to the 
conclusion that cooperation among 
developing countries is as much im¬ 
portant as Cooperation between de¬ 
veloping countries and developed 
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countries. 

"They agreed that the two coun¬ 
tries would share experiences 
obtained in the course of their respec¬ 
tive economic development especially 
in the fields of rural and agricultural 
development, fishery, medium size 
manufacturing industries, and tech¬ 
nology. 

"In recognition of the ever expand¬ 
ing ties between the two countries 
and as a manifestation of their desire 
to give greater meaning to these ties, 
the two heads of state agreed that the 
Republic of Liberia would set up a 
resident diplomatic mission near 
Seoul as soon as possible, the Repub¬ 
lic of Korea having already established 
a resident diplomatic mission near 
Monrovia. 

"The Liberian Head of State ex¬ 
tended his congratulations on the 
designation of Seoul as the venue of 
the 1988 Olympic Games, and ex¬ 
pressed his wish that the 1988 Olym¬ 
piad would be a successful event. The 
Korean President stated that the gov¬ 
ernment and people of the Republic of 
Korea would do their best for the 
promotion of understanding and 
friendship among all the nations of the 
world in compliance with the Olympic 
spirit. 

"He cordially invited President 
Chun Doo Hwan to visit the Republic 
of Liberia at his earliest convenience, 
and the Korean President accepted 
the invitation with pleasure." 
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THE NATION 


Admiral Yi Sun-shin’s 
437th Birthday 





traditional memorial service was 
held on April 29 for the 16th 
century national hero Adm. Yi 
Sun-shin at the Hyon-chungsa Shrine 
in Chungchong Namdo. The service 
was attended by the leaders of the 
three branches of government and 
leading personalities from all walks of 
life. 

The memorial rite was to celebrate 
the 437th birth anniversary of Admiral 
Yi who saved the nation at the cost of 
his life during the Japanese Hideyoshi 
Invasion of Korea (1592-1598). 

At the ceremony. Minister of Cul¬ 
ture and Information Lee Kwangpyo 
burned incense before the altar and 
placed a wreath as a token of homage 
to the national hero. 

After the memorial service. Minis¬ 
ter Lee opened a tea party for the 
participants in memory of the late 
patriot. This was followed by an 
archery contest at the range near the 
main shrine building where Adm. Yi 
used to practice archery. 

About 530 boys and girls from 92 
high schools in Seoul reached the 
shrine by foot in a memorial proces¬ 
sion. The students' parade was de¬ 
signed to renew Admiral Yi's strong 
patriotism. The students also partici¬ 
pated in the ritual ceremony at the 
shrine. 
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Born in 1545 in Seoul. Admiral Yi 
Sun-shin passed the state examina¬ 
tion at the age of 32 to become a 
military officer. 

When he was 48 years old, shortly 
before the beginning of the Japanese 
invasion, Admiral Yi successfully com¬ 
pleted the construction of the special 
war ship called, "Kobukson," or Turtle 
Ship. The world's first iron-clad battle 
ship brought the Koreans victory by 
destroying enemy warships. Howev¬ 
er, the national hero was shot dead in 
the Noryang Battle in 1598. 



The memorial temple built m honour of Admiral Yi Sun-shir 
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May: Month of 
The Family 

May is the month of the family. Children's Day and Parents' Day are 
celebrated in this month. The month is also known as the Youth's 
Month. Various commemorative activities mark the occasions. 


I N Korea, the month of May is 
devoted to children. May 5 is the 
60th • anniversary of Children’s 
Day. The whole month of May has 
been set aside for adults to show 
children their love by spending more 
time with them. 

Everybody is expected to enjoy the 
day in their own way. Both children 
and parents may go to zoos or other 
recreational areas for children to 
spend the day. 

However, sixty years ago, it was 
not such a joyful occasion for children 
but instead a bitter day for adults for 
they suffered from suppression under 
the Japanese colonial rule (1910— 
1945). 

In the spring of 1922, three years 
after the Samil (March 1) Independ¬ 
ence Movement began, a group of 
young intellectuals, active in Tokyo, 
initiated a social movement for chil¬ 
dren, the new generation of hope. 

The young intellectuals included 
Pang Chong-hwan, Chin Chang-sop, 
Cho Chae-ho, Sohn Po-tae, Chung 
In-sop, Lee Hun-ku, Mah Hae-song, 
and Yun Kuk-yong. Of them, Yun, 
Cho, Lee and Chung are still living and 
are in their eighties. 

The young group, led by the late 
Pang Chong-hwan, had established 
"Saektong Hoe" (which literally 
means the rainbow society), in Tokyo 
to lead the social movement for chil¬ 
dren. 

The 1923, the Saektong Hoe mem¬ 
bers held the first national celebration 
meeting of Children’s Day at the 
Chondogyo (Heavenly Way) Church 
headquarters imSeatrion the first day 
of May. The day was set aside for the 
welfare of children with a particular 
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emphasis on promoting their health 
and happiness. 

However, because of the nationalist 
colouring of the movement, the 
celebration of Children's Day was 
strictly controlled by the Japanese 
Imperialists until the liberation of 
Korea in 1945. 

The establishment of Children's day 
in Korea was closely related to instill¬ 
ing nationalist ideas and a spirit of 
independence in the people, especial¬ 
ly the young people who followed the 
Chondogyo Church. 

According to Prof. Lee Chae-chol of 
Dankook University in Seoul, Choi 


Si-hyong (1829-1898), the second 
supreme leader of the Chondogyo 
religion, clearly stipulated in a religious 
article, written in 1889, the import¬ 
ance of protecting the well-being of 
children. 

In the writings, he appealed to the 
believers of the Chondogyo Church 
"not to beat or mistreat their children 
since they are “Hanulnim" or the 
"supreme being of the universe." He 
identified the status of children with 
that of the central figure of the 
universe. 

Pang Chong-hwan founder of Chil¬ 
dren's Day, was the son-in-law of 
the national Korean independence 
leader Son Pyong-hi (1861-1922), 
who was the third supreme leader of 
the Chondogyo Church. 

Born to a poor family in Seoul in 
1899, the late Pang majored in juve¬ 
nile psychology and juvenile literature 
at Tokyo University in Japan. In his 
boyhood, everything was against him, 
yet he succeeded in overcoming the 
difficulties and continued his study. 
These hardships are believed to have 
been what made him promote the 
welfare of children. 

Besides Pang, there were many 
other brilliant children's writers and 


ChMran'$ Day this yoar is parvcuiarty important ro (ha Koraan c hi idra n booousa it mark* tha 60th armkmsary of tha da da ration 
of chikjrao's day. 



7 




77* mw fvunrtloff of hope 


musicians who initiated the social Children's Day in 1923, died 50 years 
movement in the 1920s. They in- ago at the age of 33. Before his death, 

eluded Mah Hae-song, song writer Yu he formed organisations for children's 

Kuk-young, and children's poet Yoon rights movement and published books 
Suk-joong. for children. He designated the first 

Thanks to the activities of the Children’s Day in 1923. At that time 
pioneering children's right movement the day was May 1. 
leaders. May 5 was officially proc- Various events were organised on 
laimed Children's Day by the govern- the Children's Day. In Seoul, a major 
ment in 1946. ceremony took place at the Sejong 

Cultural Centre with about 4,000 chil- 
PANQ CHONG-HWAN dren and their parents attending. 

Seoul City Children’s and Youth's 
The Korean word orini, meaning awards were presented at the cere- 
children is a very familiar word to mony. 

Koreans. But it was only 60 years ago The Sejong ceremony was followed 
when Pang Chong-hwan (1899-1932) by an entertainment programme held 
first used the word in a magazine for at the Hyochang stadium. Another 
children named Orini. lively entertainment programme was 

Pang Chong-hwan, the most ardent at the Children’s Grand Park in eastern 
initiator of the children's rights move- Seoul. This event featured singers and 

ment and the designator of May 5 as comedians. 
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A song and dance festival was also 
held at the Sejong Cultural Centre 
with children representing Korea and 
nine foreign communities attending. 
About 1,000 children, including the 
children from the diplomatic missions, 
presented traditional songs and 
dances. 

Parents’ Day 


Deputy Prune Minister Kim Joon-sung pm l«nft a 
atetnn ro Kim Ok-you. SI. for her frtml piety, m e 
ceremony ro commemorate the lOth Parents’ Day. 

The Parents’ Day which was on 
May 8 was also celebrated with com¬ 
memorative events throughout the 
country. 

Traditionally, the older people com¬ 
mand respect from younger people, 
whether they are their parents or not. 
Of course, in the case of one's pa¬ 
rents one's love and respect for them 
cannot be defined in terms of any 
traditions. On the Parents' Day 
young people delight their parents 
with a bounty of gifts, expressing their 
gratitude for the love they receive 
from their parents. It is also an occa¬ 
sion to demonstrate filial piety to 
one's own parents. 

On the Parents' Day, school chil¬ 
dren throughout the country invite 
their parents to their school to pin 
carnations on their chests of their 
fathers and mothers as a token of 
their thankfulness for parental love. 

On May 8. the Chapter for the Aged 
was formally initiated in a ceremony in 
Seoul to enhance the respect for foe 
elderly. Mayor Kim Sung-bae read foe 
Chapter for foe Aged in foe ceremony 
which took place at foe Seobl Sejong 
Cultural^ Center. , 
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Buddha’s 

Birthday 

Buddhism is ths religion foi- 
lowsd by majority of ths Ko¬ 
rean people. And, rightly so, 
Buddhs's birthday is cele¬ 
brated with solemn perform¬ 
ances in temples ail over the 
country. 


A TRADITIONAL Buddhist ritual 
service in celebration of the 
2526th Birthday of Buddha was 
solemnly performed on May 1 at the 
main hall of the Chogye Temple in 
Seoul. It was organized by the Korean 
Buddhist Chogye Order, the largest 
Buddhist structure in Korea. 

The annual Buddhist ritual cere¬ 
mony was attended by thousands of 
Buddhist priests, nuns, and laymen 
from across the country. 

Delivering a commemorative 
address, Ven. Hwang Jin-kyung, presi¬ 
dent of the Korea Buddhist Chogye 
Order, said. "Buddha is the origin of 
all human beings, a superman con¬ 
trolling the universal cosmos and the 
source of everlasting truth, wherein all 
the living things come from and finally 
return to with pleasure." 


A tempi • bedecked with cotourlut lamps m preparation 
of the celebration of Buddhs's birthday. 



Buddhism tys contributed immensely to the Korean art and outturn This debate painting t$ an example. The pamttng depicting 
9 Amitavas is in the collection of the Asian Art Museum in Sanfransisco, 


In a sermon read by Ven. Park 
Young-am. Ven. Lee Sung-chul. chief 
abbot of the Korean Buddhist Chogye 
Order, said, "We have Buddha in 
ourselves and we are originally 
Buddha." Deploring that money is ev¬ 
erything nowadays, Ven. Lee empha¬ 
sised that the paradise and heaven are 
nonsense. The chief abbot continued: 
"We have to discard egoism and take 
the initiative in helping others." 

Meanwhile, the Korean Buddhist 
Taego Order, the second largest 
Buddhist organisation in Korea, also 
held a prayer meeting at the Pongwon 


Temple in Seoul to celebrate 
Buddha's Birthday. 

In commemoration of Buddha's ad¬ 
vent to the world, there were various 
festive events and ritual ceremonies 
at Buddhist temples throughout the 
country. 

Among them was a lantern proces¬ 
sion, the highlight of the events per¬ 
formed during the day. An estimated 
30,000 Buddhist followers carrying 
lanterns from the 18 different Buddh¬ 
ist orders in the country took part in 
the lengthy procession. 



> - \ 


Centenary Of Korean-American Relatione 



1 982 marks the centennial of Ko- 
rean-American relations. The Ko¬ 
rean Government had proclaimed 
the year as the 'Year of Friendship’ 
between the two countries. The gov¬ 
ernment has also decided to hold 
various events to commemorate the 
centenary of the establishment of 
relations between Korea and the 
United States. The events will be held 
on and around May 22, the day when 
the first treaty between the two coun¬ 
tries, known as the Shufeldt Treaty at 
Chemulpo or today's Inchon, was 
signed 100 years ago. 

The Republic of Korea and the 
United States have maintained close, 
friendly and cooperative relations 
since the conclusion of the Treaty of 
Peace, Amity Commerce and Naviga¬ 
tion on May 22, 1982. The treaty 
signed a century ago was between 
two very different cultures separated 
by an immense ocean. That difference 
and distance has since been reduced 
with ties growing ever closer. These 
special relations, further strengthened 
by the historic visit of President Chun 
Doo Hwan to the United States in 
February last year, have now existed 
for a full century—100 years of 
mutually benefical ties. 

In 1882, when the Korean-American 
Treaty of Peace. Amity, Commerce 
and Navigation was concluded, most 
Americans knew little about the 
"Land of the Morning Calm." Today, 
the situation has changed-remarkably, 
if not totally. As 1982 marks the 
centennial anniversary of the 1882 
treaty, the relationship between Korea 
and the United States is characterized 
as "far but near." In spite of their 
geographical distance, the two peo¬ 
ples at both sides of the Pacific feel 
close psychologically. 

Through the summit meeting be¬ 
tween the two countries on the 
threshold of the 1980s, their friendly 


relations were expanded in the fields 
of security, politics, economy and 
culture, becoming a mature and pro¬ 
ductive partnership. With all this 
accomplished, the two nations can 
look forward to new and historic 
achievements in the next century of 
their friendly relationship. 

Week Long 
Observance 
In America 

U.S. President Ronald Reagan pro¬ 
claimed the week of May 16 through 
May 22 as a week of national observ¬ 
ance of the centennial of the estab¬ 
lishment of diplomatic relations be¬ 


speech before Korea's National 
Assembly. He also brought a personal 
letter for President Chun from Presi¬ 
dent Reagan. 

In his speech before the National 
Assembly, Mr. Bush said, "I carry with 
me the greetings and the friendship of 




Kim Yong-shiK chief organiser of the centenary events shows U S Secretary of Defence Caspar Weinberger the emblem of the 
celebration i, top , and above. Korean American Association hosts a party to celebrate the centenary of Korea-U S relations 


tween Korea and the United States 
and of the ties of friendship that bind 
the two peoples. 

President Reagan said the treaty of 
peace, amity commerce and naviga¬ 
tion of May 22, 1882, marked a new 
chapter in the history of an enduring 
partnership between the United 
States and Korea. 

George Bush 
Visits Kores 


Ti 


'HE U.S. Vice-President George 
Bush's visit to Korea, last month, 
further strengthened the ties be¬ 
tween Korea and the United States. 
During his three-day visit, Mr. Bush 
had wide-ranging discussions with 
Presient Chun Doo Hwan. He made a 


the people of the United States and of 
President Reagan. What I have to say 
here I say on their behalf." 

Mr. Bush continued: "We live in a 
world full of tensions, tensions which 
complicate our search for lasting 
peace. The United States is a Pacific 
power, and Korea is one of our most 
vital allies. 

"The United States is proud to have 
as its friend and ally a country such as 
Korea, where economic miracles 
occur", Mr. Bush*edded. 

"The very close cooperation be¬ 
tween the United States and Korea is 
a matter of record. The United States 
will try to build on new relationships, 
such as the one we have with the 
People's Republic of China but not at 
the expense of - oyr other long¬ 
standing friendships: "he said. 
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INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 



The Journal*ts’ Delegation at the office of the Special Organising Committee of the 9th Asian Games, where Ambassador 
Chung- Tai Kim speaks on behalf of the delegation, top. and above. thedelegationatthesiteofthelndraprasthalndoorStadiumunder 
construction 


Korea's 

Journalists 

TonrMta 

I N April, a 16-member journalists 
delegation from Korea was in 
India for a six-day visit. The de¬ 
legation, representing Korea's news¬ 
papers, news agency and broadcast¬ 
ing services, is the largest such de¬ 
legation from Korea which visited 
India. 

In New Delhi, the delegation was 
received by Buta Singh, Chairman of 
the Special Organising Committee of 
the IX Asian Games, at his office. At 
the meeting Mr. Buta Singh briefed 
the delegation about the organisation 
and other aspects of the preparations 
for the Games to be held in Novem- 
ber-December this year. Raja Balindra 
Singh, President of the AGF and 
Ambassador Chung-Tai Kim were also 
present at the meeting. 

The delegation was later taken 
around the Asian Games sites to 
show the various facilities under con¬ 
struction. Its visit to the Asian Games 
sites is significant because Korea will 
be hosting the X Asian Games and 
also because some of the members 
of the delegation will be here again to 
cover the Asian Games. 

After visiting various stadia under 
construction, the members of the 
delegation have lauded the construc¬ 
tion work and facilities for the Asian 
Games to be held from November 19 
to December 4, this year. Speaking on 
behalf of the delegation, Jung Joong- 
hun of the Chosun Daily News, Yoon 
Dong-hyuck of the Korean Daily 
Sports and Park Ji-yul said, India's 
achievement in having the infrastruc¬ 
ture to host the Asian Games in just 
one and a half years is ‘something 
fantastic'. 

Earlier welcoming the visiting jour¬ 
nalists, R. Sriman, Sports Editor of the 
times of Intjiajnd founder-patron of 
the Sports Journalists Federation of 
India, wished-£eoyl. bestowed with 
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the dual honour of staging the Tenth 
Asian Games in 1986 and the Olympic 
Games in 1988, all the best in the 
Korean capital’s efforts. 

The members of the delegation also 
visited All India Radio, Doordarshan, 
the Indian Institute of Mass Com¬ 
munications, Press Trust of India and 
the Hindustan Times Daily, and had 
brief discussions with the officials and 
journalists to acquaint themselves 
with the functioning of these mass 
mediq organisations. 

They also toured Agra and Varanasi, 
the Two historical cities, before their 


return to Korea. 

The journalists before their depar¬ 
ture had donated a sum of Rs. 3,000 
to the Prime Minister's National Relief 
Fund. In a letter sent to the Prime 
Minister's Secretariat, forwarding the 
cheque, Ambassador Chung-Tai Kim 
said that the leader of the journalists' 
delegation Joong-Hun Jung had ex¬ 
plained that "the donation was a 
token of their expression of affinity 
and friendship between our two coun¬ 
tries which they were reminded in an 
impressive way during their stay in 
India." 




The "small people" on these pages created by Kim 
Young hee, is appropriately called 'The Family of Dolls' in a 
book published by the world-famous Korean-born photo- 
jouralist Edward Kim. The dolls have their "specific origins in 
the artist's imaginative renderings of Tier parents, brothers 
and sisters, friends and neighbours, and closest flesh and 
blood, her own children ' 
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Kim Young-hee's dolls 

remember with love the old rice straw 
thatched homes with their special 
grace of line and style. 

"The beauty and joy of Korea’s past 
lives on in the work of Kim Young-hee, 
whose mind and heart turn back in 
time to create dolls that represent in 
miniature the folkways and customs 
of her ancestor. Born and raised in the 
countryside, Kim Young-hee knows 
its ways intimately and bases her art 
both on her recollections of childhood 
and her knowledge of Korea's past. 
She is now a graduate student of art 
and sculpture at the Hong-lk Universi¬ 
ty in Seoul, a university that is well 
known for its school of art. She has 
been making dolls ever since child¬ 
hood and now uses them as a 
medium to express her love for the 
humorous and compassionate nature 
of Korean folk life." 

This is how H. Edward Kim intro¬ 
duces Kim Young-hee's dolls in his 
book 'The Family of Dolls: Kim Young- 
hee’s creations of Korean Folk Life', 
published recently. 

Kim Young-hee is a dollmaker of 
extraordinary talent and insight. 
Through her dolls she is intent on 
capturing moments of traditional 
Korea for preservation in a country 
modernising and westernising almost 
overnight. Each of Mrs. Kim's dolls is 
unique. Each is an expression of love, 
laughter, song, meloncholy—human 
emotion—whether it is engaged in 
weaving a basket, at childhood play or 
cradling a baby. With her remarkable 
dolls, Kim Young-hee has created 
nothing less than a new art form for 
Korea. In keeping with the past, she 
uses handmade mulbery-bark paper, 
traditionally used for doors and cal¬ 
ligraphy, natural dyes from plant mate¬ 
rials, and handwoven fabrics of cotton 
and hemp. 

The dolls were first introduced to 
the general public at an exhibition at 
the Chosun Hotel in October 1978. 
Their popularity led to a second exhibi¬ 
tion at the Space Gallery the following 
year and photographs in the Decem¬ 
ber 1979 issue of National Geographies 
magazine. 

Mrs. Kim's artistry has drawn inter¬ 
national attention. She recently re¬ 



turned from a two-month exhibition of 
her work at the invitation of a 
museum in Munich. The seventy-six 
dolls will continue their tour of Ger¬ 
many with exhibitions scheduled in 
Bonn and Libruck, making their finale 
at a famous museum in Berlin. This 
four month presentation in Berlin, July 
through October, is expecially signi¬ 
ficant as it is this museum's first 
one-man show, a real tribute to Mrs. 
Kim's artistry. 

Future exhibitions in Paris, Amster¬ 
dam and Washington D.<2. are being 
considered. Meanwhile admirers of 
Mrs. Kim's little people in Korea may 
have an opportunity to appreciate the 
new imaginative creations this fall or 
next spring in Seoul. 



32 Years After 
The Outbreak Of Korean War 


June 25,1950. The Korean penin¬ 
sula suddenly caught the attention 
of the world with a new dimension 
to the Korean question as was 
known to the students of politics at 
that time. It was on that date the 
communist regime in 
the North unleashed 
an allout war on the 
southern half with the 
intention of unifying 
the divided peninsula 
by sheer military force. 

North Korea had 
almost run over the 
South when the Un¬ 
ited Nations came to 
the rescue of the 
young Republic.., 
Peace-loving nations 
throughout the world 
stood firmly behind 
the Republic of Korea 
to repel the invasion. 

The sudden onslaught 
was blunted and re¬ 
versed by the South's 
forces together with 
the expeditionary 
forces despatched by 
sixteen members of the United Na¬ 
tions after the Security Council pas¬ 
sed a resolution asking member 
nations to assist the Republic of 
Korea in repelling the aggression. 

India's role in bringing about 
peace on the Korean peninsula is 
well known. India reaponded to the 
call of the UN Security Council and 
send a Reid Ambulance Unit with 
346 officers and men that did yeo¬ 
man service on the battle¬ 
field. Once again for the success¬ 
ful Implementation of the Armistice 
Agreement India accepted the re¬ 
sponsibility of solving the issue of 
POWs, which was the last Hern to 
which both aides could not agree. 
As chairman of the Neutral Nations 
Committee, "Lieutenant General 
Thimmsyya's role in releasing 
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22,000 POWs to freedom will ever 
be remembered by the Korean 
people. 

Right from the beginning India 
had condemned the aggression of 
the North and called for its resist¬ 


ance. After the Armistice was 
signed India consistently sup¬ 
ported the peaceful efforts for the 
unification of the country. More 
recently, India has correctly 
grasped the real nature of tension 
between South and North Korea 
and the actual situation prevailing 
on the Korean peninsula and has 
presented a fair and just view of the 
Korean issue at the conference of 
the non-aligned nations. 

The bitter memories of the Ko¬ 
rean war that lasted three years, 
the devastation that brought on 
the Korean people are all part of 
history. Rebuilding of a war de- 
vasted country is no easy task. But 
the people undertook to do the 
task with the same determination 
that made them victorious In the 


War. Rebuilding efforts had turned 
itself into a massive economic de¬ 
velopment programme leading to a 
rapid economic development of the 
country. 

Today's Korea does not physic¬ 
ally bear the scars of 
the Korean War. In¬ 
stead the nation pre¬ 
sents an awe-inspiring 
spectacle of an ancient 
traditional society 
emerging rapidly Into 
the modern world 
with all the sophistica¬ 
tion required of a new¬ 
ly industrialised coun¬ 
try. Economically, to¬ 
day's Korea is the fas¬ 
test developing coun¬ 
try in the world, with 
the per capita figures 
close to some of the 
developed countries. 

Looking back to the 
War, 32 years after its 
outbreak, one won¬ 
ders whether force can 
be a factor in solving 
the question of un¬ 
ification of Korea. Nothing else, the 
War has proved otherwise. 

Accepting the fact that the divi¬ 
sion of Korea was an unfortunate 
outcome of the World War II and 
irrespective of the North's attempt 
to forcefully communise the South 
in 1950, the Republic has always 
tried to solve the problem only 
through peaceful means. It has nev¬ 
er abandoned the path of peace for 
the unification of the country. The 
people's wish for peaceful unifica¬ 
tion was reflected in the efforts of 
the government in bringing about a 
solution based on dialogue and 
consultation. And this has always 
been the basic approach of the 
Republic of Korea Government in 
the unification question. 

The South proposed several 
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time* that the two governments 
discuss all outstanding problems 
and come to e consensus formula 
for unification. There was a flicker 
of hope when the Red Cross talks 
got on well, end there was even 
some move for talks at the Prime 
Ministers level. But unfortunately, 
the North Korean Government un¬ 
ilaterally withdrew from the talks 
and sabotaged the whole idee of 
peaceful unification. 

The Republic of Korea, however, 
continued to pursue its efforts for 
dialogue. Last year, the Govern¬ 
ment has taken bold and realistic 
initiatives to achieve a break¬ 
through in the stalled dialogue be¬ 
tween the two divided halves, with 
the ultimate aim of peaceful un¬ 
ification of the divided land. 

President Chun's January 12, 
1981 Proposal for an exchange of 
visits between the top leaders of 
South and North Korea, the June 8, 
1981 Proposal for a Seoul- 
Pyongyang summit meeting, the 
January 22, 1982 Proposal for a 
Consultative Conference for 
National Reunification to draft a 
Joint constitution preliminary to 
unification through general elec¬ 
tions throughout the country, and 


the February 1, 1982 Proposal for 
20-Pilot Projects to promote recon¬ 
ciliation and progressive integra¬ 
tion of the two divided halves have 
demonstrated the South'sunswerv- 
ing resolve to seek peaceful unifica¬ 
tion through reconciliation. 

The Republic of Korea Govern¬ 
ment's unification plan is based on 
the philosophy that unification 
must not be pursued exclusively or 
arbitrarily by any specific dess or 
group, nor should it be sought by 
force of arms or other violent 
means. Expressing the conviction 
that national reconciliation and 
consensus are basic to democratic 
unification of the divided land, a 
temporary agreement on basic re¬ 
lations between the South and 
North Korea to establish and main¬ 
tain normal ties between the two 
halves of the country pending un¬ 
ification, was also proposed. 

The North is yet to respond 
affirmatively to all these realistic 
proposals. On the eve of the 32nd 
anniversary of the outbreak of the 
Korean War, the people in the 
South once again resolve that they 
are determined to take democratic 
path for the reunification of their 
fatherland. 


Emmie 

taterdiHge 

Proposed 

M INISTER of National Unification 
Sohn Jae-shik said recently 
that the South and North Korea 
need to start an economic inter¬ 
change as the initial step toward 
easing tension on the Korean penin¬ 
sula. 

Speaking to those who were 
attending a training course sponsored 
by the Federation of Korean Indus¬ 
tries. Minister Sohn said that in such 
exchanges, South Korea can supply 
industrial raw materials, social over¬ 
head capital facilities, advanced know¬ 
how and finance loans, while the 
North can supply to the South mineral 
ores and anthracite. 

The minister predicted that unless 
North Korea opened their society and 
reduced military spending, they would 
face a more acute economic pinch 
than now and would see the gap in 
national power between the two 
sides of Korea widen in the South's 
favour before long. He also added that 
Kim ll-sung's exit from power would 
necessarily bring about a relaxation of 
the rigidness of their system, giving 
somewhat bright prospects for peace¬ 
ful unification of Korea. 

North Urged 
Again To Accept 
The Summit 

m 

Proposals 

M INISTER of National Unification 
Sohn Jae-shik called on North 
Korea to respond affirmatively 
to the proposal for a high-level meet¬ 
ing between the two sides, saying 
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that the Republic will keep the door to 
dialogue open at all times. 

Recalling the proposal made on 
February 25 to North Korea to hold 
such a meeting in Seoul. Pyongyang 
or Panmunjom within March. Minister 
Sohn said it is regrettable, however, 
that Seoul has not yet had an affirma¬ 
tive response from Pyongyang. 

’ "If North Korea is truly interested in 
peaceful unification, and wishes to 
settle through dialogue all the issues 
pending between South and North 
Korea, it ought to demonstrate its 
sincerity by holding a high-level meet¬ 
ing and discussing its ideas with us," 
the minister said. 

Issuing a statement, Minister Sohn 
said that rather than paying lip service 
to exchanges and cooperation be¬ 
tween the two sides. Pyongyang 
should accept the 20 pilot projects, 
proposed earlier by the South, and 
cooperate in improving inter-Korean 
relations and promoting national re¬ 
conciliation. 

"In as much as the various issues 
pending between South and North 
Korea and the question of Korea's 
future must be settled through dia¬ 
logue," Minister Sohn went on, "we 
again urge North Korea to stop looking 
for excuses not to talk with us and 


instead come to the forum of dialogue 
as soon as possible". 

"We hope that North Korea will 
respond affirmatively and that we will 
be able to hoW a high-level meeting at 
an early date.." 

In making the proposal to hold such 
a meeting, the Republic intended to 
express its earnest desire to improve 
inter-Korean relations and to explore 
any possible peaceful avenue to un¬ 
ification, he said. 

The minister noted that the propos¬ 
al was comprehensive and construc¬ 
tive, indicating a willingness to dis¬ 
cuss the North Korean demands as 
well as the question on holding a 
meeting between the top leaders of 
South and North Korea in keeping 
with President Chun Doo Hwan's 
formula to achieve national reconcilia¬ 
tion and democratic unification. 

He then expressed regret that 
North Korea has not accepted the 
Republic's proposal to begin 20 pilot 
projects even though Pyongyang has 
said that the suggested projects in¬ 
clude some of her own ideas. 

The minister said it is contradictory 
of them to refuse to undertake the 
pilot projects while at the same time 
crying for inter-Korean exchanges and 
cooperation. 


flags of the member countnea of the Unted Notion which pamapatad* the Korean War flutter at the UN Cemetery* Korea 






SEOUL CULTURE SCENE 


Jin Yeu’s 



S OME 70 Buddhist oil paintings 
rendered by Jin Yeu were on 
display at his one-man exhibition 
at the Sejong Cultural Centre Art 
Gallery in Seoul, last month. 

The renowned Buddhist artist, who 
has especially distinguished himself in 
the interpretation of Buddhist painting 
with a modern aesthetic touch, has 
been invited by the Korea Art and 
Cultural Institute as part of its planned 
art programmes. 

His aesthetic world shows two ex¬ 
treme points—rest and motion in har¬ 
mony with a reality based on the 
Bodhisattva spirit in Buddhism. 

He has tried to show the way to 
freedom from the sorrow and afflic¬ 
tions of humanity through his works in 
the aesthetic sense. 

Among the paintings displayed at 
the exhibition were a number of his 
latest creations entitled, "Sun" (zen), 
"Gak" (awakening) "Won" (desire)," 
etc. 

Because of his unique style in ab¬ 
stractionism, he has earned a reputa¬ 
tion internationally, holding many ex¬ 
hibitions abroad including the United 
States, Japan, and other European 
countries. 

Kim Han-suk, whose penname is Jin 
Yeu, is expected to hold a one- 
man exhibition in Paris, France, this 
year after some exhibitions in local 
cities. 

He recently completed an extensive 
world tour accompanied by his group 
of Korean folk dancers and musicians 
under a programme of cultural ex¬ 
changes between East and West. 

Korean Painter 
From Japan 

A Korean-born artist who has won 
considerable recognition in 
Japan is now holding a one-man 
exhibition of more than 100 oil paint¬ 
ings at the Art Centre annexe of the 
Korean Culture and Arts Foundation. 
The display will end on May 5. 
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Chun Hwa-hwang, 73, remained in 
Kyoto after Korea was liberated from 
the Japanese yoke immersing himself 
in his art. He became affiliated with 
Chochongnyon, the pro-Pyongyang 
federation of Korean residents in 
Japan, simply because his native 
home was in the North. He could not 
come to Korea or meet family mem¬ 
bers who visited Japan for nearly 30 
years. 

This is one of a series of tours 
which had been planned to celebrate 
his 50-year devotion to painting. The 



Jin Yeu's painting, top, 
and a pointing by 

Cities Atllaud, one of the 11 
artists participating m the 
Pavilion de'Europe exhibi¬ 
tion in Seoul 



works on display were also shown in 
Tokyo and Kyoto before going on 
exhibition in Seoul. 

Called an artist of anguish and 
devotion, he enjoys using neutral tints 
to give his art works a mystic quality. 
His works take its themes from 
Buddhism. The exhibits are com¬ 
posed mostly of oils on Buddha, 
Bodhisattva, the Buddhist Goddess of 
Mercy and burning incense. 

The Buddhist influence can be seen 
even in the paintings which are not 
directly concerned with Buddhism. 
Kamong Yasuo, a Japanese art critic, 
who attended the opening reception 
party held in the Art Centre said, "I 
also see Buddha in the peony blos¬ 
som paintings. He does not simply 
look at Buddha but delves into the 
mind of Buddha and produces art 
works from the inside." 

The objects of his paintings, in the 
main, come from things Korean. For 
example, Buddha images from the 
Paekche Kingdom and Sokkuram of 
the Silla Kingdom. He is said to 


express the Korean natural features to 
the core with muddy colour and 
contourless composition. The self por¬ 
traits depict a life filled with agony and 
loneliness mirroring his lifetime of liv¬ 
ing in a foreign country. 

Aside from painting, he has tried to 
find ways to seek the truth in various 
ways. When he was in his late 20s, he 
entered the priesthood. A book de¬ 
scribing potential life encouraged him 
to become a monk, he said. 

Nowadays children who need help 
are attracting his attention. He is now 
proposing to Unesco to build an art 
gallery which will exhibit art works to 
be donated by noted artists from all 
over the world. 

The exhibits were organised by the 
Society for the Patronization of 
Church. The society was funded by a 
second generation Korean business¬ 
man named Ha Chung-ung. He recal¬ 
led that he was impressed to see 
Chun's works in a gallery which he 
dropped in to buy a Japanese painting 
a few years ago. 
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SPORTS AND GAMES 


ROK Cagerettes Bag 
ABC Trophy 

K OREA captured the Asian 
Women’s Basketball Cham¬ 
pionship for the seventh time, 
defeating Japan 86-60 before a 4,000 
strong spectators, including a large 
group of Korean residents. 

The Koreans, who competed the 
six-nation final round competition with 
an unbeaten record of 5-0, led 47-28 
at halftime at Tokyo's Olympic Bas¬ 
ketball Gymnasium. 

It was the third straight cham¬ 
pionship for the Koreans, victors in 
1978 in Kuala Lumpur and 1980 in 
Hong Kong. 

China beat Malasia 172-39 to finish 
second with a 4-1 mark and the 
Japanese third at 3-2. 

The Chinese also gained the right to 
represent the Asian region at the 1983 
World Women's Basketball Cham¬ 
pionship in Brazil. 

Korea has already qualified for the 
world meet by finishing second to the 
United States in the 1979 World Bas¬ 
ketball Championship in Seoul 
After tying the score four times in 
the early minutes of the game, the 
quick Koreans pulled away to finish 
the first half with a 19-point lead. 

The Koreans, aggressive on both 
offense and defense, extended their 
lead in the second half with accurate 
outside shooting. 

Limited Entry For 
Table Tennis At Seoul 
Olympics 

T HE International Olympics Com¬ 
mittee will accept individual but 
not team entries for table tennis 
competition in the 1988 summer 
Games, an International Table Tennis 
Federation official revealed recently. 

Table tennis, a popular game in Asia 
and European countries, will make the 
debut in the 1988 Olympics at the 
Korean capital of Seoul. 

H. Roy Evans, president of the 
International Table Tennis Federation, 
also told a ineyvs conference in Tokyo 
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that entries are limited to a maximum 
of two men and two women players 
from each country. 

The total field is tentatively limited 
to 64 male players and 32 female 
players, and qualifying matches will 
be staged a year before the 1988 
Summer. Games, he said. 

Evans, who was en route to China 
for a meeting of the International 
Table Tennis Federation, said there 
was little prospect for additing team 
events in the Seoul games. 


L AURIE WHITTY of Australia, out 
duelling Tanzanian A. Masong, 
with a last-minute spurt, won the 
First Seoul International Marathon 
with a time of two hours, 14 minutes 
and 33 seconds. 

Masong, the strongest pregame 
favourite, finished second at 
2:15:10. Tommy Persson of Sweden 
was third at 2:16:36. 

The fourth place went to a little 
known Korean Kim Chong-yoon, a 
Korean army private, who clocked 
2:16:58. 

Kim's record was a little short of 
Korea's record of national marathoner 
Moon Heung-joo, at the 47th Dongah 
Marathon in 1974. But it was an 
impressive one for the Korean 
marathon which has long been in a 
slump. 

In the women's competition of the 
same race, Allison Roe of New Zea¬ 
land, the world's women marathon 
record holder, finished first at 
2:43:12, far behind her best time of 
2:25:29. 

Canada’s top woman marathoner 
Cindy Hamilton came in second with a 
time of 2 hours 49 minutes and 13 
seconds, with Sue Krenn of the Un¬ 
ited States third in 2:49:49 and Ngarie 
Drake of Australia fourth in 2:54:64. 

A total of 7,426 people, including 
186 foreigners, participated in the 
42.195 km race which ran along the 
loop scenic riverside motor-drive 
course of the Han River, starting and 
back to the Yoido Plaza. 
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Hong He ran. captain of the Korean team is atl smites 
as she lifts the Trophy which her team won in the 9th 
Asian Women’s BasketbaH Championship in Tokyo, 
top. and above, Laurie Whitty of Australia, left and 
Allison Roe of New Zealand, winners in the mate and 
female divisions of the Seoul International Marathon 


Olympic Preparations 
Satisfactory 

J UAN ANTONIO SAMARANCH, In¬ 
ternational Olympic Commit- 
tee(IOC) president, who visited 
Seoul last month said, he was sa¬ 
tisfied with Seoul's preparations for 
the 1988 Summer Olympic Games. 
He said he was confident that the 
games would be successfully staged 
in Seoul. 

At a news conference, the IOC 
president said "we are quite satisfied 
with the sports facilities under con¬ 
struction at this point for the 1988 
Summer Olympic Games and we 
don't see any problems in the future." 
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KOREAN FOLK STORIES 



doom of ho-sig, and that he would die 
when he was twelve years of age. 

He could not bear to stay idly at 
home waiting for his fate to come 
upon him. So, being now twelve years 
of age, he left his home and his 
weeping mother, and set out to travel 
about the country. He wandered 
aimlessly from one place to another, 
and at last he came to Seoul. Here he 
found a famous fortune-teller. He 
counted what money he had in his 
purse, and found it was one hundred 
yang. Half of this sum he set aside, 
and offered the rest to the 
fortune-teller, if he would tell him his 
fate. The fortune-teller agreed, but 
when he looked into the matter he 
was astounded to find how evil a fate 
was in store for the boy. He 
considered deeply for a few minutes, 
and then said, 'There is but one way 
for you to avoid your destiny. There is 
in Seoul a Minister called Gim. If on 
the day appointed for your death you 
can take refuge in his daughter's 
room, then you will escape. Only thus 
can you be saved.' 

So the boy went to the Minister's 
residence, and lingered in front of it, 
but he was at a loss to find a way of 
entering. By good fortune he found a 
small house nearby, where an old 
woman lived. He offered her some 
of his money, and she agreed to let 
him lodge in her house. He told her 
the secret of his evil destiny, and how 
each of his ancestors for nine 
generations had suffered the same 
fate. The old woman was greatly 
touched by his unhappy story, and 
promised to do all she could to help 
him. As it happened the Minister's 
daughter was her niece. 

In the evening of the appointed day 
the old woman prepared delicious 
food and drink, and entertained the 
guards on the twelve gates of the 
Minister’s residence. Then, when 
they were drowsy from the effects of 
the wine, she took the boy into the 
house and led him to the inner room 
where the Minister's daughter lived. 
She was not there at the time, for she 
was at supper, and the old woman hid 
the boy behind the screen. When at 
last the girl appeared her aunt gave 
her some sweetmeats which she had 
specially prepared for her, and said, 

'My dear nieoe, I have brought you 
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something nice to eat. You had better 
have it later when you are hungry. I 
will leave it behind the screen here for 
you.' With these words she put the 
food behind the screen and went 
home again. The daughter's room 
was in a building apart from the main 
house, and so no one saw her come 
or go. 

After a while the Minister's 
daughter began to feel hungry, and so 
she went to the screen to get the 
sweetmeats her aunt had put there. 
When she folded the screen back she 
found the boy hiding there. She 
thought he must be a ghost, and at 
once began to recite XbeZu-Ydg (Book 
of Changes). The boy did not vanish. 


In the dead of night a big tiger 
broke into the house It came 
and squatted before the 
daughter s room, and humbly 
begged of her, 'Please give me 
the boy you have hidden'. The 
two girls remonstrated with it 
sternly but quietly. What a 
blood-thirsty creature you 
are', they said, and no one is 
allowed into the Minister's 
residence without pemission 
We cannot let you come in 
here ' 


but sat before her with a mournful 
expression on his face. Recovering 
from her surprise the Minister's 
daughter asked him, "What are you, a 
ghost ora human being? Why are you 
sitting there? He answered her and 
told her his whole story. She was 
deeply moved, and hid him in the wall 
closet, that he might be saved from 
his miserable destiny. 

Then one of her friends came in, a 
girl who lived not far away, and was 
also the daughter of a Minister, Yi. 
They passed the time pleasantly, 
talking of one trifle or another, and 
then the daughter of the house asked 
her friend, 'If someone were to come 
here who desperately needed help, 
what would you do?' And her friend 
replied, ‘Why, I would do aH I could to 


help, of course.' So Gim's daughter 
went to the wall closet and brought 
the boy out. ‘He is in deadly peril,' she 
said. ‘We must do all we can to save 
his life.’ Then she shut him in the 
closet again, and the two girls sat up 
watching. 

In the dead of night a big tiger broke 
into the house. It came and squatted 
before the daughter's room, and 
humbly begged her, 'Please give me 
the boy you have hidden.' The two 
girls remonstrated with it sternly but 
quietly, 'What a bloodthirsty creature 
you are,' they said. 'And no one is 
allowed into the Minister's residence 
without permission. We cannot let 
you come in here, and the most 
unpardonable crime of all is to kill and 
eat a man.' The tiger replied, ‘I have 
eaten ninety-nine only sons. If I eat 
that boy to-night I will become a man. 
Please give him to me.' 

But the two girls were unmoved by 
the tiger's pleas, and began to recite 
the Book of Changes. The tiger 
prowled around the house snarling 
furiously, but at the sound of the first 
cockcrow it went away. The girls 
went to take the boy from the closet, 
and found him almost fainting in his 
agony. They gave him thin rice gruel 
to eat, and he soon recovered 
completely. He was very relieved to 
hear that the tiger had gone, and 
thanked them profusely for their kind 
protection. They talked to him for a 
while, and found he had some talent 
for Composing verses, so they 
advised him to enter for the 
examination for the Imperial Civil 
Service, which was to be held the 
following day. The found out what 
form and subject were to be set, and 
together composed a poem, which he 
learned by heart. 

The examiners were the Ministers 
Gim and Yi, and when they read the 
boy's peom they were both struck 
with its brilliance. So he passed the 
examination with the highest marks 
and each Minister offered him his 
daughtet in marriage. He could refuse 
neither offer, for he was equally 
indebted to both girls. So he married 
them both, and took them to his 
home, where they all lived in harmony 
with his mother and had many 
children. 

ToldbyZdng Bog-Suf; dnyang (1915). 
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NEWS FROM KOREA 


EARLY SILLA MYTH A FACT 

T HE Old Silla Kingdom (57 B.C —350 A D.), often called, "a 
nation in mythology", because of its mystic history, is turning 
out to have a factual history 

Recent academic researches and archeological discoveries indi¬ 
cate that the Old Silla is not a legendary kingdom but a real state 
which had a sovereign power controlling the people 
The archeological discoveries include two suits of 3rd century 
armour and some 50 iron arms unearthed from a Silla tomb in 
Kuchong-dong, near the Pulguksa Temple in Kyongju recently by an 
excavation team from the National Museum of Kyongiu 
According to the team, led by Dr Han Pyong-sam. the curator 
and director of the museum, the iron weapons and the armoury 
some 42 cm in length and 40 cm in width, are believed to have been 
used for battles during the Three Kingdom period (200 A D -350 
AD) 

The finding of iron weapons from the tomb in which two rooms 9 
by 2 and 6 by 1 5 meters in size, were built, has also proved that the 
kingdom was under iron culture during that period 

The 3rd century armour, consisting of two large iron plates for the 
front and the rear linked by several straps, is distinguished by its 
unique style differing from ether armour discovered in neighbouring 
countries—the old Kaya and Paekche Kingdoms during the 4th 
century 

They explained that the Silla iron culture, which originally came 
from China, was presumed to have spread to neighbouring countries 
including Japan during the 3rd century 
According to Dr Han, many Korean historians believe that the 
authority and sovengn power of the Silla Kingdom was formed 
during the 4th century by King Naemul, the 17th reign, who was 
succeeded in the throne by his son, in terms of a modern state. 

However, the chief curator argued that the historical evidence has 
proved that the history of Silla is at least one century older than 
general belief 

PREHISTORIC RED CERAMICS 

T WO designless red ceramic items, which are assumed to 
belong to the prehistoric era. have been discovered in Human 
area in Kyongsang Namdo 

They were found by a water supply workman, Kuk Won, 30. when 
he dug ground in Yegong-m, Chirwon-myon for pipe repair work 
The discovery, the first one ever made along the coast of Korea, 
draws keen attention from academic circles The vases are 12 cm 
high, 13 cm wide and 1 5 mm thick 
A red ceramic was once discovered in Sachon, Kyongsang 
Namdo. some 10 years ago Its neck was narrow and short with a 
tiny red surface 

JAPANESE KOREANS' VISIT 


M ORE THAN 1,000 Koreans from Japan arrived in Seoul last 
month to meet their long-separated relatives and visit their 
ancestral graves in their homeland for the first time in years 
Ihe committee for the Promotion of Home-Visits by Overseas 
Koreans has arranged for the visit of these people in connection with 
the "Hansik" day On that day. Koreans visit their ancestral graves 
by custom for the first time after the winter 
Those who came recently are from Niigata, Kyoto. Tokyo and 
Shimonoseki 

Kim Sam-su, 62. one of the current visitors, said he might not 
have been able to come to his native land if he had continued to 


believe in the propaganda against the Republic of Korea by 
pro-Pyongyang Korean residents federation in Japan (Chochong- 
nyon) 

His visit to the homeland <> the first in 40 years. 

Kim said he will visit his native town at Kangjin, Cholla Namdo, 
during his stay in Korea He is from Niigata 

He and most of the other Koreans from Japan who will visit their 
native villages for the "Hansik" season were or are affiliated with 
Chochongnyon, according to the sponsoring committee. 


EMILLE BELL AND MANPA FLUTE 

A noted Korean archeologist has claimed that he identified the 
cylindrical head on top of the Divine Bell for King Songdok, 
better known as the "Emille Bell," cast in 773 A D , with the 
“Manpa Flute" or the legendary musical instrument of the Silla 
Kingdom (B C 57-935 AD) 

Modifying the general belief that the round head of the bell, 
National Treasure No. 29. might help make its good ringing sound, 
Dr. Hwang Su-young, president of Dongguk University ir\ 
Seoul, made his argument in a newspaper column published 
recently 

According to his argument, the cylindrical top on the bell 
distinguishes the Emille Bell from other bells in China and Japan 
made during the same period under the influence of Buddhism 
He said that the Buddhist bell in bronze, the largest in Korea and 
the third largest in the world, has distinctive differences such as the 
image of a dragon with a small head and two short legs supporting 
the cylindrical head of the bell 

Some people called the top of the bell "Umkwan," or musical 
pipe, because of its uniqueness and structure, he said 
According to "Samkuk Yusa," a historical record written by Yllyon, 
a Buddhist monk during the Koryo Kingdom (935-1392) the Silla 
Kingdom had three national treasures, ore of which was the Manpa 
Flute or the legendary bamboo musical instrument, which symbol¬ 
izes the soverign power and peace controlling the people. 

Dr Hwang discussed that the Silla Kingdom believed that the 
dragon and Manpa Flute would secure the country from foreign 
invaders 

The historical record also indicates that the Silla bell, with a 
measurement of 330 cm in height and 227 cm in lip diameter, 
represented national security 

For the above reasons, the cylindrical head of the bell is idential 
with the bamboo flute in Silla mythology, he said. 


Kim Song-hyo. left, a resident of Kyoto m Japan, is met by his long-separated relatives on 
his arrival at the Kimpo International airport for the first time in many years 
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AERONAUTICAL INDUSTRY 

I N connection with the government policy of fostering the 
aeronautical industry, domestic machinery manufacturing firms 
are actively preparing for the production of airplane parts. 
According to business sources concerned, the Northrop Co. a 
leading airplane manufacturer in the United States, proposed 
recently that Korean firms manufacture nine kinds of structural parts 
for airframes. 

As a result of surveys of their processing capability, four 
companies — Korea Heavy Industries & Construction Co. Daewoo 
Heavy Industries Co., Korea Heavy Machinery Industry Ltd and 
Samsung Precision Industries Co. —have been selected as eligible 
firms. 


11TH LARGEST STEEL PRODUCER 

K OREA was the world's 11th largest steel producing country in 
the first quarter of this year when the nation's crude steel 
production reached 2.740,000 tons, up 19 1 percent from the 
same period last year, according to the statistical data on the status 
of 29 major steel producing nations published by the international 
Iron and Steel Institute (MSI) 

The three-month steel output figure for Korea accounted for 2.5 
percent of the world's to f al of 107,362,000 tons in the cited period 
In the first quarter of last year, Korea ranked 12th on the world list 
The largest steel producing country during the period was Japan 
with 25,784,000 and the Unite&States took the second place with 
20,885.000tons, followed by West Germany with 10,760,000 tons, 
Italy with 6,781,000 tons. France with 5,346,000 tons, the United 
Kingdom with 4,065,000 tons, Canada with 3,687,000 tons, Spain 
with 3,296,000 tons, Brazil with 3,077,000 tons and India with 
2,868,000 tons 

Among the 29 countries. Korea. Argentina, Denmark, Finland. 
Austria and United Kingdom each registered more than 10 percent 
above the same period last year in the growth rate of steel 
production. 


MACHINE TOOLS SHOW ROOMS 

T HE Ministry of Commerce and Industry plans to set up 
permanent overseas exhibition halls for machine tools in 10 
countries more to promote export of machinery 
Those firms which are manufacturing good-quality products will be 
immune from export inspection 

Following the opening of a permanent exhibition centre in Los 
Angeles on March 23, the ministry will establish the standing show 
rooms for machine tools which are competitive in terms of price and 
quality in such cities as Amsterdam and Jakrata by 1986. 

CONSTRUCTION EXPORTS 

T WO sales mission will be organised by the Korean Traders 
Association (KTA) this year on different occasions for dispatch 
to the Middle East to promote foreign sales of Korean 
construction equipment and materials. 

As part of its efforts to speed up exports of these products, the 
KTA will also invite consultant engineers from foreign construction 
service firms to visit Seoul in order to obtain their professional advice 
on how to promote sales of Korean construction equipment in the 
Middle East. 

Last year, the nation's exports of construction equipment and 
materials amounted to $2,905 7 million, up 27 4 percent from the 
previous year 

FOREIGN BUYERS 

A total of 17,435 foreign buyers visited Korea last year, of whom 
4,549 were American, the largest, and 3,271 Japanese, the 
second largest, according to figure released by the govern 

ment 

The number of trade visitors from Britain was the thrid largest 
with 1,925 followed by West Germany with 1,454, Hong Kong with 
1.030, Canada with 752, the Netherlands with 474, France with 363, 
Sweden with 306, Australia with 474, Belgium with 179 and Austria 
with 143. 


POSCO's No.2 Hot Strip Rolling Mill. 
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EXCELLENT 

I found Korean News to be most informative 
and entertaining The articles are well written 
and the pictures are superb, the presentation is 
excellent 

In the April issue, for example, the articles on 
Samil Independence Movement, Technical 
cooperation with the Third World, Tanchong ( a 
superb article indeed) and the Moses' Miracle 
have been very interesting. 

I wish you could give more information on the 
various provinces of Korea and the vital statis¬ 
tics. Also, I would request you to publish the 
programme schedules of Radio Korea, the 
overseas service of the KBS 

Mukesh N. Tekwam 

Colaba 

Bombay. 

ECONOMY 

Korean News is quite informative as well as 
colourful It provides information about Korea 
and the cultural ties between India and Korea 
As a student of commerce I would like to 
know more about Korea's economy, its present 
policy and trends. 

Rajesh Kulkarm 
Shivaji Park 
Bombay 

ART AND CULTURE 

As a free-lance artist, I appreciate Korea 
because of its refinement in art and culture. I 
also appreciate her technological achievements 
without losing her basic cultural root. The 
beautiful countryside, refined people with a 
burning urge for advancement is my Korea. I 
love and -admire. 

About the magazine I would suggest that the 
general lay-out and design is to be improved a 
little. 

A: pevassy 
Kwolptegh 
Ne&JDeWu " v 

2 ■ 


REFRESHING 

Reading Korean News is always refreshing. It 
not only opens the various vistas of Korean life 
and culture but also adds new dimension in the 
Indo-Korean understanding. Besides that the 
printing is excellent. The Korean Folk Stories 
started in the April issue of the magazine are 
very interesting. 

U|jal Nandy 
Durgapur 
West Bengal 

EDUCATIVE 

Korean News is highly interesting, informa¬ 
tive and educative As I am a listener to the KBS 
(Korean Broadcasting System) broadcasts. 
Korean News makes up for my knowledge about 
Korea Pictorial Korean News is more attractive 
Since the magazine depicts various develop¬ 
ments in Korea and the country's cooperation 
with India, my family members also take keen 
interest in the magazine. 



THE KOREA 
I KNOW 


T K Soundera Rajan 

Tanjavur 

Tamil Nadu 

TANCHONG 

I am an artist and a reader of Korean News for 
the last five years. I wish to congratulate you for 
publishing the very interesting article on Tan¬ 
chong: the Ancient Art The article explains well 
the method of mass printing through transfer 
sheet in multi colours 
I hope in future also we will get more 
opportunities of the kind. 

Prabhakar Deo 
Indore 

Madhya Pradesh 

MANY FACETS 

I am a post-graduate student. My friends and 
I are very much interested to know about the 
many facets of your country; your culture, living 
standards, education, sports, science, national 
security, economy etc. 

A Nataraja Murthy 

Trichy 

Tamil Nadu 



S TUDENTS of, cultural history had 
better revise their opinion about 
the old "Board and File" games. 
Archaeologist Sir Leonard Woolley whb 
discovered the existence of "wonderful" 
board game in the pre-histeric town ot Ur 
(3000 %C.\ would turn In his grave* 
Reason: Oxford don R.C. Ball's research 
reveals that early Korea's Yut was sim¬ 
pler, aesthetically more satisfying and 
much more widely disseminated. 

More enjoyable than madieval Nofth 
America's "Zohh Ahl" and Arizona's 
"Itolopai," it surpassed even the now 
extinct "Patolli" of the Aztecs. 


Yut is a Korean game based on a circle 
and a cross. Pieces called "Hot***" 
move around the circle having 25*6 
(Cardinal) points, and dictated bytbti ' 
throw of four sticks. Each‘out Of'jhea#V" 
resembles the Indian "Pachjst"^ stick Jbtii r 


differs In so far as it is flat on one surfaos ., 
and rounded oh the other. If.etobh» ;L . 
lands on a cwtitet! ppta jfea pttywr ; 
gets the option'd continuity ffrs circular* 
movement or taking e short-cut home 
(the starting point) along any of the limbs 
of the oos^lf $ 

occupied bye rivet's ■ 

to start aflsin (as fe 

la tM ofta 1 

r.- 

-f • \ :• v ■ 1 :% 

, ''i. / .fjZiPy'X ■:? JSb 



7fm Mrtpn 4n «a arts 

1 ji Jia v »'-iIS UM d&LdkOAMiAH 

‘•• *i ' ia a ti i i ,. i <w i | » t * i a ' p-a »i ai* [' toajto .yf 

*<£feAN N0WS ^ 












Kona's traditional architecture has a beauty of its own. Koreans are very keen m 
preserving the heritage inspite of the onslaught of modem skyscrappers In the 
picture above we could see a monastery blended harmoniously with ihe nature 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 


gj^ltESiDfiNT Chun Doo Hwan wHI ba maklngatats 
■ visits to K*nya, Nig*ria, Gabon and Senegal and 
Canada, from Auguit 17 to 31,1982, at dm invitation 
of tha haads of state of the African nations and the 
Prime Minister of Canada. This is the third presiden¬ 
tial tour to different countries after President Chun 
Doo Hwan assumed office less than two years ago. 
Presi d ent Chun will be the first head of state to visit 
Afripa. 

The growing number of delegations from Korea 
visiting India Is an indication of the importance Korea 
attaches to the tradltlonai friendly relationship be¬ 
tween the two countries. In June, there was the 
second Journalists delegation of this year, and in the 
first Week of July there was an official delegation 
frOm the Korean Olympic Committee to observe and 
Study the arrangements being made for the Asian 
New Delhi. In July itself a student deiega- 
ttonrspresenting various universities in Korea and 
front the Academy of Korean Studies are to 
W'indla. 

^Recently*, there has- been a lot of international 
A pr i l wmtiMii; Deuel. And, Indie has participated In 
-IIHiVMi m wWf 

i' ta*Ms fraud ws havea photo feature and an article 
tnUKttonai aroMtUeturs, Our rdjfbhrfba-' 
S«weAJWa a very 
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Korea's economic progress has mainly been due to the export-oriented heavy 
industnal production 








PrasMant ta 
Walt Africa 
ana Canada 

P RESIDENT and Mrs. Chun Doo 
Hwan will pay official visits to four 
African countries—Kenya, Nigeria, 
Gabon and Senegal—and to Canada 
from August 17 to 31 at the invitation 
of the heads of state of the African 
nations and the governor general of 
Canada. 

During his two-week-long visit, 
President Chun will have a series of 
summit talks with leaders of the host 
nations to discuss "matters of mutual 
interest and ways to strengthen bi¬ 
lateral cooperation." 

In addition, President Chun and the 
leaders of these five nations will 
exchange views on international and 
regional situations. 

President Chun's visit to Gabon, 
Senegal and Canada will be made in 
return for the visits to Korea by the 
heads of state and governments of 
those countries. 

President Chun will visit Kenya from 
August 17 to 19, Nigeria from 
August 19 to 22, Gabon from August 22 
to 24. Senegal from August 24 to 26 
and Canada from August 28 to 31. 
Before his Canadian visit, he will stay 
from August 26 to 28. at Las Palmas, 
a Spanish island in the Atlantic where 
Korean fishermen are operating. 

4 



President Chun Doo Hwan and President Mobutu Sese Sako of Zaire review a guard of honour during the latter's visit to Korea. 


A political source said President 
Chun’s forthcoming African visit is of 
significance in view of Africa’s role in 
the Third World and of its potential for 
Korea's export and consturction in¬ 
dustries. 

He forecast that the Canadian visit 
will serve as an occasion to further 
promote traditional friendly ties be¬ 
tween the two countries. 

Bilateral exchanges in the fields of 
economy and trade with Canada, 
where an estimated 50,000 Korean 
nationals reside, are ever deepening, 
the source remarked. 

President Chun will be the first 
Korean head of state to visit Africa. 

Memorial Day 
Address 

I N his Memorial Day address. Presi¬ 
dent Chun Doo Hwan has called for 
further strengthening of the nation¬ 
al consolidation and patriotism to safe¬ 


guard the national survival amid de¬ 
teriorating international military and 
economic confrontations, 

He said, particularly those who are 
in leading social position or enjoy 
"privileges” should bear in mind that 
they should serve the nation. 

He emphasized that love for the 
state is an immutable truth despite an 
outstanding trend of individualism de¬ 
veloped in the course of rapid indus¬ 
trialisation. 

Prime Minister Yoo Chang-soon 
read the Presidential address at the 
Memorial Day ceremony at the 
National Cemetery which was 
attended by government dignitaries, 
citizens and relatives of those who 
were killed in the war. 

"The nation and ourselves have a 
common destiny. We should not be 
bystanders in creating the history of a 
new era," he said. 

The way to live up to the patriotic 
spirit of those who sacrificed them¬ 
selves for the nation is to do some¬ 
thing oOntributable to the country, he 
added. ’ 
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Democratic 
Means For 
Reunification 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan 
emphasised that national unifica¬ 
tion is a task "which should be 
achieved during bur time" through 
peaceful and democratic means 
based on the consensus of the 
people. 

Saying that territorial division is the 
source of national misfortune, includ¬ 
ing the persistent threat of war, agony 
of dispersed families and excessive 
expenditures, the President said un¬ 
ification will become more difficult as 
time goes by. 

The President made these remarks 
when he hosted a dinner at Chong Wa 
Dae for leading members of the 
Advisory Council on Peaceful Unifica¬ 
tion Policy. The council was inagu- 
rated a year ago. 

President Chun recalled that in con¬ 
formity with the national aspirations 
for a peaceful, democratic and self- 
reliant way of unification, he proposed 
to North Korea a substantive unifica¬ 
tion formula on January 22 this year, 
including the adoption of a constitu¬ 
tion for a unified Korea. 


"This proposal was aimed at pre¬ 
venting the recurrence of war on the 
Korean peninsula, creating peace and 
• an atmosphere for reconciliation 
among the people (in the South and 
the North) to advance unification," he 
said. 

The President added that the propos¬ 
al has been supported by many coun¬ 
tries, including certain nonaligned na¬ 
tions friendly with North Korea. 

"This absolute support by the inter¬ 
national community," he said, "is 
proof that the proposal is justifiable, 
and this has become a big plus in our 
unification efforts." 

President Chun said unification can¬ 
not be achieved by words only. "It can 
be realized only when the people are 
firmly united and they exert concerted 
efforts." 

Proposal for 

Pacific 

Nation 

Annual Summit 

I N a speech at the dinner he hosted 
for Australian Prime Minister Mal¬ 
colm Fraser at Chong Wa Dae, 
President Chun Doo Hwan said that 
the great distance between Korea and 


Australia is "no obstacle to mutual 
understanding and cooperation" but 
the Pacific Ocean stretching between 
the two countries is a tremendous 
and precious resource to spur the 
coming "great Pacific age." He added 
that the two countries, situated on the 
southern and northern rims of the 
Pacific basin, share the historic mis¬ 
sion of ushering in a new era of peace 
and prosperity in this region of the 
world. 

"It is my belief that your visit to 
Korea marks a new milestone in our 
joint efforts to carry out that mis¬ 
sions" the President told the visiting 
Prime Minister. 

In reply to the President's speech, 
the Australian Premier lauded the 
proposal made by President Chun to 
hold an annual summit meeting of 
Pacific countries, saying Australia will 
take up the issue with concern. 

He said it would be good for leaders 
of Pacific countries to meet as fre¬ 
quently as European leaders do. 

He said his meetings with Korean 
government leaders have been very 
useful in strengthening the links and 
the understanding between the two 
countries. 

President 
Mobutu 
Visits Seoul 


President Chun inspecting the fecilities of the Korea Heavy Industries and Construction Co after dedicating the new plant 
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P RESIDENT Mobutu Sese Seko of 
Zaire visited Korea in June. In a 
joint communique issued at the 
end of his visit, President Chun Doo 
Hwan and President Mobutu agreed to 
, cooperate closely with one another at 
international forums, including non- 
aligned summit talks. The two pre¬ 
sidents shared the view that the Korean 
question should be resolved without 
outside interference by peaceful 
means through dialogue. 

The two heads of state agreed to 
materialise cooperation between the 
two countries through the application 
of existing agreements on economy, 
science, technology, trade and cul¬ 
ture. 


THE NATION _ 

Economy: 

Price Stability 

T HE Korean economy in 1982 is 
projected to show remarkable 
price stability, while the pace of 
growth in the gross national product 
and merchandise exports is now ex¬ 
pected to fall below the earlier ex¬ 
pectation. 

In its Quarterly Economic Outlook 
magazine, the Korea Development 
Institute (KDI) forecast that the total 
output of goods and services will gam 
six per cent this year. Early this year, 
the GNP growth was projected at 
seven per cent. 

Merchandise exports, meanwhile, 
will reach $23.8 billion, according to 
the quarterly outlook. The figure is 
compared with the government's ex¬ 
port target of $24.7 billion set early 
this year. 

The latest economic forecast is 
optimistic about the price trend in the 
coming months. Earlier, the govern¬ 
ment predicted an inflation rate of 
10-14 per cent for the year but now, 
the KDI says the rate will moderate to 
about half the predicted level-6.2 per 
cent (wholesale prices) on the year 
end basis and 8.4 per cent (consumer 
prices). 

In parallel with stagnating exports, 
the nation's merchandise imports as 
well are projected to run as much as 
$2.3 billion short of the earlier goal. A 
total of $27.9 billion in imports had 
been predicted but now the KDI fore¬ 
cast only $25.6 billion. 

Enornous 

Machinery 

Plant 

T HE enormous integrated machin¬ 
ery plant of the Korea Heavy 
Industries and Construction Co. 
was dedicated recently in Chang- 


won, Kyongsang Namdo, in the south¬ 
ern part of the country. 

The plant, said to be the largest of 
its kind in the world, specialises in 
production of power-generating facili¬ 
ties among other things. 

In a speech delivered at the dedica¬ 
tion ceremony, President Chun Doo 
Hwan said it is critically important to 
upgrade the industrial structure, in¬ 
cluding that for heavy and chemical 
industries, in order to build a highly 
industrialized society. The President 


also said, “the machinery industry, in 
particular, is a key industry which has 
big ripple effects for other relevant 
industries. A labour-intensive industry 
which yields high added-value, the 
industry demands less energy con¬ 
sumption than other industries. Thus, 
the development of the machinery 
industry bears great significance (n a 
country poorly endowed with natural 
resources and with a dense popula¬ 
tion like Korea" he noted. 


Cabinet 

Reshuffle 

RESIDENT Chun recently 
made another cabinet reshuffle 
and replaced the Prime Minis¬ 
ter and three other members of the 
cabinet. Kim Sang-hyup, 62, president 
of the Korea University was appointed 
as the acting Prime Minister. 


Kang Kyong-shik, vice minister of 
Finance, was promoted as the Fi¬ 
nance Minister; Bae Myung-in, direc¬ 
tor of the Training Institute for Pro¬ 
secutors was appointed as Minister of 
Justice; and vice minister of construc¬ 
tion Suh Sang-chul was named Minis¬ 
ter of Energy. 

Earlier, in the month of June, Presi¬ 
dent Chun appointed Minister of Fore¬ 
ign Affairs Lho Shirvyong as Director 
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of the Agency for National Security 
Planning and the Secretary General 
Lee Bum-suk to serve as the new 
Foreign Minister. 

Informed sources said that diploma¬ 
tic activities, particularly those for the 
long-standing Korea-Japan economic 
cooperation issue and improvement 
of relations with third world countries 
are expected to be promoted with the 
appointment of the new foreign minis¬ 
ter, a veteran diplomat. 


Principal events of the day included 
memorial services which were held at 
each home for family ancestors. 
Among the foods offered to the 
ancestors on this day was "Suri Ttok" 
a disc-shaped rice cake made with 
edible marsh plants. 

Celebration of Tano day varies 
slightly depending on the province 
and locality. However, there are 
several events which are common 
throughout the country. 



Feeing page Engineers busy 
with a 1,600 ton press at the 
forge shop in Chengwon. 
Indian Ambassador V V Peran ■ 
jpe, dean of dQlomats in Seoul 
congratulates Korea’s new 
Foreign Minister Lee Bum-suk 
on the latter’s assuming office, 
left, and below, people in the 
South participate in the signa¬ 
ture campaign for the release of 
about 100,000 people in con¬ 
centration camps m North 
Korea 





J UNE 25 was Tano Day. one of the 
traditional festive days of Korea. 
Tano is the fifth day of the fifth 
month by the lunar calendar. 

Korean people have celebrated the 
day with various traditional activities. 
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The swinging contest is one of the 
most popular events for women. In 
some localities, women also play the 
traditional Korean style see-saw 
"Nulttuigi." 

In the past, women were segre¬ 
gated from men unless they were 
family members or relatives. Especial¬ 
ly, women of nubile age were com¬ 
pletely secluded from the outside 
world. 


The swinging contest and "Nulttigi" 
under these circumstances provided 
them with a rare opportunity to learn 
what went on outside their homes 
and also a chance to catch a glimpse 
of men. 

For men, "Ssirum" (Korean style 
wrestling match) is one of the most 
popular games at the early summer 
festival. Archery contests are also 
held. 

Role of the 
News Medls 

S PEAKING at a seminar organised 
by the Korean Newspaper Editors 
Association, Minister of Culture 
and Information Lee Jin-hie said that 
the news media is "supposed to take 
active participation in the establish¬ 
ment of a modem nation-state" and 
that the function of criticism of the 
press should be distinguished from 
"the denial of the existing political 
system and the function of resist¬ 
ance." 

"The Korean news media, faced 
with the historical task of establishing 
a modern nation-state under the divi¬ 
sion of the country is supposed to 
accept the demand of the time for 
their active participation in this task. 
Freedom of the press is supposed to 
mean the formation of a creative 
environment for the performance of 
such a demand," the minister said. 

In this respect, he added, voluntary 
and* positive, rather than passive and 
resistant, participation by the press is 
necessary. 

"The essence of the press during 
the Japanese colonial period lay in the 
rejection and resistance against the 
colonial government. This kind of re¬ 
sistance was quite natural in view of 
the historical call of that time." Minis¬ 
ter Lee remarked. "However, these 
resistive elements should have ter¬ 
minated with the end of the Japanese 
colonial rule, and freedom of the press 
following national independence, 
should have been redefined with the 
emphasis placed on active participa¬ 
tion in the national construction. 

7 



INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS 


Growing Friendly Ties: 

Strengthened by Delegations 


W ITH the IX Asian Games fast 
appraoching, the number of de¬ 
legations from Korea visiting 
India to study and observe the prepa¬ 
rations for the Games is on the in¬ 
crease. In June, a 17-member delega¬ 
tion, representing Korea's newspap¬ 
ers, news agency and broadcasting 
services visited India. This was the 
second such delegation to visit India 
this year. The first one was here in 
April. 

Like the previous one this delega¬ 
tion also visited various Asian Games 
sites in New Delhi and the office of 
the Special Organising Committee for 
the IX Asian Games, where the 
memebrs of the delegation were re¬ 
ceived by Buta Singh, the Chairman of 
the committee. 

The members of the delegation 
were highly impressed by the prog¬ 
ress of the preparations for the 
Games. They also visited All India 
Radio, Doordarshan, Press Institute of 
India and the Press Trust of India. 

In the second week of July a 14- 
member official delegation from 
Korea visited India to study the 
arrangements of the IX Asian Games 
in New Delhi. The delegation, sent by 
the Korean Olympic Committee, 
which is to host the 1986 Asian 
Games as well as the 1988 Olympic 
Games, is a pilot-survey team, whose 
report will help in the successful 
participation of the Korean team at the 
Games. It will also help Korea to 
successfully conduct the 1986 Asian 
Games and the 1988 Olympics. 

The delegation visited various sta¬ 
dia complex in Delhi and had studied 
the progress of the arrangements for 
the Games being made by the Special 
Organising Committee for the IX 
Asian Games, and held discussions 
with the officials of the committee. 

More delegations from different 
fields are expected in July and 
August. In July itself there are two 
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academic delegations. The first one is 
from the Academy of Korean Studies. 
This 41-member delegation will arrive 
at Calcutta on July 20 and will stay in 
India till July 29. During their stay here 
the members of the delegation will 
visit Calcutta, Patna, Bodh Gaya, Vara¬ 
nasi, Aurangabad and other important 
Buddhist centres and historic places. 

The second one arriving at Calcutta 
on July 24 is a 29-member 
delegation comprising of students 
from various universities in Korea. The 
members of this delegation will visit 
Varanasi and Agra before they reach 
Delhi. They will visit important educa¬ 
tional institutions and meet Indian 
students and professors to exchange 
views and study the various aspects 
of Indian system and thus deepen 



Mr Bute Singh, chairmen of the Special Organising 
Committee of the IX Asian Games received the 
delegation of the pilot-survey team of the Korean 
Olympic Committee 

their knowledge about India. They will 
be in India till August 3. 

In the month of August there will be 
a 12-member delegation of letters. It 
will be in India for 4 days from August 
6. The members of this delegation 
would be meeting leading Indian wri¬ 
ters and exchange views on literature 
of both the countries. 


The increase in the number of 
delegations from Korea visiting India 
is a clear indication of the importance 
Korea attaches to the friendly rela¬ 
tions between the two countries. 

Indian 

Globe-Trotters 
in Korea 

T HREE Indian globetrotters, who 
visited Korea said in Seoul that 
the purpose of their round-the- 
world trip was to spread the mes¬ 
sage of peace, love and friendship. 

Nathuvhai Pahade, 50, is making 
the journey on foot. Miss Shalini 
Tahamankar, 35, a music and drama 
school teacher, and -Indravadan 
Trivedi, 32, a reporter from the Gov¬ 
ernment Litho Press, are travelling by 
bicycle. 

The three travellers are from Surat 
in Maharashtra. They are all members 
of a sports club there. 

They embarked on the trip from 
New Delhi on November 3, 1980, 
after receiving an official send-off 
from Indian Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi. 

Pahade, says that he found the 
world full of good people during the 
18-month-long trip thus far. 

In particular, he hopes to inspire 
youngsters with the "holiness of 
physical exercise" by making the trip. 

Pahade, also a long-distance swim¬ 
mer, emphasised that human beings 
should not become "slaves of 
machines" because machines - may 
destroy man’s culture. 

The globetrotters have so far toured 
India, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Austria, 
West Germany. Belgium, France, the 
United Kingdom, Canada and northern 
parts of the United States. 

Pahade and his comrades landed at 
Pusan Port aboard a ferry on May 15 
after finishing their visit to Japan. 

The group travelled along the 
Kyongbu (Seoul-Pusan) highway and 
finally arrived in Seoul. 
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Pahade said that he felt the Oriental 
culture identity when he visited 
numerous Buddhist temples during 
his tour of Korea. 

He added that his party had been 
warmly welcomed by the Korean peo¬ 
ple and that he was impressed by the 
beautiful scenery of the country. 


The Hyundai Corp., the trading arm 
of the Hyundai Business Group, has 
won a $250 million contract from the 
Indian Oil & Natural Gas Commission 
for the construction of offshore plat¬ 
forms. Hyundai was the successful 
bidder in an international bidding par¬ 
ticipated in by several internationally 





Indian Contracts 

O N the economic front, there has 
been some trade pacts between 
Korean business firms and 
Indian firms both private and public 
undertakings. 
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prominent firms from advanced coun¬ 
tries including the United States. 
Japan and France. 

The Samsung Electronics Company 
and the Gold Star Electronic Company 
of Korea have bagged contracts from 
India's ETTDC for export of compo¬ 
nents of colour Television sets. 


Sports 

Meets 

In Seoul 

I NDIA has participated in almost alt 
the international sports events held 
in Seoul recently, beginning with the 
Twelfth President's Cup International 
Football Championship in the third 
week of June. 

In the first week of July, India 
participated in the 10th Asian Amateur 
Boxing Championships and was 
placed third after Korea and Thailand, 
with two golds, two silvers and two 
bronzes. 

In July itself, India will be participat¬ 
ing in the International Invitation 
Men's Volleyball matches, and Interna¬ 
tional Invitation Men's Basketball 
tournament. 

India will also be participating in the 
International Junior Athletic meet to 
be held in Seoul by the middle of 
August, and will be one of the 42 
countries competing in the Second 
Seoul Open International Table Tennis . 
Championship beginning on August 25. 

There is no doubt that these sports 
exchanges would add to the potential 
of all the participating countries and 
would give both India and Korea an 
opportunity to gain mutual experience 
in sports and games. 


Krishnavadan H Jatley's paper-cut design for Korean News. 














SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS 


NonaHgned Support 
For Peaceful Unification 


T HE North Korean failure to have 
the Nonaligned Movement en¬ 
dorse its proposal concerning the 
Korean question at the Havana meet¬ 
ing during May 31 to June 6 fortells 
the movement will not serve as Pyon¬ 
gyang's stage for propaganda against 
the Republic of ’Korea. 

The 15-member North Korean de¬ 
legation, headed by Foreign Minister 
Ho Dam, is said to have lobbied to 
include in the final declaration of the 
meeting paragraphs demanding the 
withdrawal of all foreign troops from 
the Republic of Korea, the dissolution 
of the U.N. Command, the disman¬ 
tling of all foreign military bases and 
the replacement of the armistice 
agreement with a lasting peace agree¬ 
ment. 

However, the Ministerial Confer¬ 
ence of the Coordinating Bureau 
came up with a compromise proposal, 
rejecting the North Korean demands. 

The final declaration reads that the 
participating ministers reaffirmed the 
support for the Korean people's desire 
for the peaceful reunification of their 
homeland and the efforts to achieve 
this goal free from all foreign interfer¬ 
ence, in accordance with the princi¬ 
ples of the July 4 Joint Communique 
signed between Seoul and Pyongyang 
in 1972. 

The conference, it said, expressed 
the hope that the fulfilment of the 
Korean people's desire would be en¬ 
hanced by the withdrawal of all 
foreign troops from the area. 

The consistent position of the gov¬ 
ernment has been to solve the Korean 
question through dialogue with the 
participation of the two directly con¬ 
cerned parties—South and North 
Korea. 

The government is satisfied with 
preventing the Pyongyang regime 
from winning the nonaligned consen¬ 
sus in supporting the proposal con- 
10 


tained in the Cuban-drafted declara¬ 
tion and with the inclusion instead, of 
"peaceful unification" based on the 
1972 joint communique. 

The North Korean demands, includ¬ 
ing the one for the withdrawal of all 
foreign troops from the area, are 
negotiable only between South and 
North Korea without outside interven¬ 
tion. 

Since the Lusaka nonaligned sum¬ 
mit in 1970, nonaligned conferences 
have backed North Korea on inter- 
Korean issues. The Pyongyang regime 
began to make efforts for diplomatic 
isolation of the Republic of Korea and 
the withdrawal of U,S. fraces from the 
South since it was admitted to the 
nonaligned movement in 1975. 

At the 1979 Havana summit meet¬ 
ing, North Korea put through biased 
paragraphs, supporting the position of 
only one of the two directly concerned 
parties. 

In an effort to recover from its 
failure at the 1981 nonaligned foreign 
ministers conference in New Delhi, 
which excluded inter-Korean issues, 
the North Korean regime tried every 
scheme possible to achieve its goal at 
the Havana meeting this year. 

However, the Republic of Korea 
government, which has developed 
substantive relations with moderate 
nonaligned countries since the early 
1970s with its economic strength, 
was promised their full support for its 
stand on the Koreah question in adv¬ 
ance of the HavahS meeting. 

The moderate countries, with a 
well-organized support for the govern¬ 
ment position up to the last minute, 
foiled the North Korean attempt to 
achieve a favourable consensus. 

A diplomatic source said the 
Havana outcome is the result of 
Korea's increased national strength 
and its well-organized and positive 
diplomacy. 


Mopth Urged 
to Accept 
Talks Proposal 

T HE South-North Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) urged North 
Korea to come to* the dialogue 
table for "frank and open-minded dis¬ 
cussions" on inter-Korean questions, 
including the future of the Korean 
people in keeping with the spirit of the 
South-North Joint Communique 
issued on July 4, 1972. 

In a statement issued on the eve of 
the 10th anniversary of the joint com- c 
munique, Min Kwan-shik, acting co- 
chairman of the Seoul side of the 
SNCC, called on the North to reopen 
the Seoul-Pyongyang hot line and stop 
turning a blind eye to the” wishes of 
the Korean people. 

Issued simultaneously in both Seoul 
and Pyongyang 10 years ago on July 
4, the joint communique called for 
dispelling misunderstanding and mis¬ 
trust between the two, while easing 
tensions on the Korean peninsula in a 
bid to achieve peaceful reunification at 
the earliest possible date. 

"We are convinced that a broad 
avenue for peaceful unification of the 
homeland will be cleared only if both 
sides reaffirm the spirit of the com¬ 
munique, and unconditionally resume 
a dialogue to resolve issues affecting 
the future of the people and problems 
pending between the South and the 
North," Mr Min said. 

In pursuit of that spirit, the Republic 
of Korea attempted with all energies 
and in good faith, to implement.iwper: 
ments reached by both sides thtiwpi;' 
dialogue With the aim of securing 
lasting peace on the peninsula and 
restoring mutual ffust through South- 
North exchanges and cooperation, he 
observed. 

On Aug. 28,1973, however, Noth 
Korea unilaterally discontinued its par¬ 
ticipation in. the coordinatfng.conn|Tiit- 
tee that had been established an8 
operated by mutual agreempn^ Mf, 
Mln added. ■ 
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w#' NpftHtore* honitouer 

to use the unification issue topm- 
mote poKTfoai propaganda ahd blander 
the Republic of Korea, without indicat¬ 
ing any desire to resume the die- 
logue^ he said . / 


JUMrirairy 
of MNP 


T HE Advisory Council on Peace¬ 
ful Unification Policy (ACPUP) 
observed its first anniversary on 
June 5. 

The 10.000-member advisory body 
was set up a year ago under the 
provisions of Article 68 of the Con¬ 
stitution to offer advice and sugges¬ 
tions to the President concerning the 
formulation of policies for peaceful 
inter-Korean unificatfcn„ 

As a "core" for national reconcilia¬ 
tion and promoting the unification, the 
organisation is also aimed atconcen¬ 
trating the nation's strength towards a 
peaceful unification. 

In the past year, the advisory body 
intensified public resolution toward 
unification both at home and abroad 
and expanded the overseas support 
basis, says a ACPUP official. 

President Chun Doo Hwan ihvited 
North Korea's Kim lt-sung to visit 
Seoul in a policy statement on January 
12 last year. This gesture was de¬ 
signed to create a new history, for 
Korea in the 1980s. 

On June 6 fast yeaf/ toe preaWent 
urged North Korea to his pro¬ 
posal tor an exchange: ^visits by 
himSplfand North Korea^Kim lf-eung 
any place antffor the open- 
;Jhft’Of :: lx>th societies. *•' 


lion 


Mb assadop Kin 



O N the eve of the 32rid anniversary 
of the outbreak Of the Korean 
War, Ambassador Chung-Tai Kim 
said in a statement tested in New 
Delhj that the untold sufferings to the 
Korean people brought by the brutal 
aggressioin of the North en the South 
should not be repeated again. 

Ambassador Kim added: "On the 
eye of this anniversary, the people in 
the South once again express their 
firm resolve and determination to take 
the democratic path for the peaceful 
reunification of their fatherland." He 
Said: "We once again pledge to pur¬ 
sue our efforts for the, unification plan 
which is based on foephifosophy that 
unification must not be brought about 
exclusively or arbitratify by any spe¬ 
cific class or group, nor should it be 
fought by force of arms* or other 
yfoient means.” 

' His statement went oh: "The 


unswerving resolve to seek 
v . ; P«toetof unification.;, through fobon- 


AG$yp. 


, tiiiatibn is dearly reflected in Presi- 
Hvyaf,s *2. 

th# toP leaders Of.,;' 

"CtsUttjPtonNorth Korea,, the June 
^ oped 1 f^ j|he cpn- 198i1 proposal for a Seoul-Pyongyang 

imm. 




ference for National ReunifteatiOnfo 
draft a joint constitution pretimthatV i 
to unification through general ekfovi 
tions through foe country. On herni¬ 
ary 1, 1982, foe South agafotTfotto 
another proposal for 2GFPifot 
" topromote reconciliation artoprpghi^ 
sive integration of the two 
' halves. ... 

"To all these and a hast of , other 
initiatives by the South, the North!#: 
yet to respond affirmatively. / j 
"i would like to point out that lhdje!s 
rote in bringing out peace Oil foe 
Korean peninsula rs vyell known, indie 
responded to the Celt of foe Ufc 
Security Council epd sent a Reid 
Ambulance Unit with 346 officers and 
that did yeoman service on the bat- 
tlefied. Once agajn for the successful 
implementation of- foe Armistice 
Agreement, India aesceptetof 
sponsibiBty of solving the issue of 
POWs, As chairman Of foe 1 Neutral 
Nations Committee, India's role in 
realising 22,000 POWs to freedom 
will ever be remembered by foe Ko¬ 
rean people. Right from foe beginning 
India had condemned foe aggression 
of the North and called for its resist¬ 
ance. After foe armistice was signed 
Indie V consistently. supported the 
peaceful efforts for the unification of 
the country- More recently India has 
correctly grasped the reat nature of 
tension between South and North 
v Korea: fend the actual Situation prevail¬ 
ing on: the Ko/edn peninsula and has 
presented a fcir ahd just view of foe 
Korean issue at the conference of 
non-aligned nations. 

"People in the South firmly believe 
that peaceful solution is foe only, pafon 
. to, reunification. In order to realise thp 
ubifteatfoniforough peaceful means.- 
,.|tje, sides of Korea must hay*. 
.'jpto>g^':end exchanges, Afto foia 
has always been'the basic approach, 
of. foe Republic ofKore&goypmmbrit 
in foe unification gueetign," 



Korea's architectural heritage is centuries old, and though influenced by the 
Chinese, Koreans' ingenuity to develop their own style maintaining order 
and harmony with nature, both inside and outside their buildings has given 
a uniqueness of its own. This feature can be seen in the interaction between 
Korean architecture and natural surroundings. 
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Korea's architectural craft Namdaemun (South 
Gate), the oldest building in Seoul, was built in 
1396. It has been designated “National Trea¬ 
sure No 1. “ and it welcomes visitors to the 
downtown area 

Other splendid examples include Dong- 
daemun (East Gate), Kyongbokkung (Palace of 
Shining Happiness). Toksukung (Palace of Vir¬ 
tuous Longevity), and Changedokkung (Palace 
of Illustrious Virtue) 

Wooden structures are a common feature of 
the three Far Eastern countries of Korea, China 
and Japan, but each country reflects its own 
style and characteristics. For example, the 
eaves of buildings in all three countries have 
curved upwards for centuries, but the manner 
of these upturns is different. China's traditional 
architecture is vertical in feeling 

The buildings are elevated on stone platforms 
and the edges of the roof are somewhat 
pinched in. Some experts say China's rooflines 
reflect a nation which is out to control or 
conquer nature. In contrast, Korean rooflines 
form soft curves which float heavenward ever 
so gently, flowing with nature's rhythms. 
Japan‘s style, on the other hand, appears 
earthbound Compared to Chine's or Korea's. 

Korean rooflines are supple with 'both ends 
slightly raised in* graceful curve. The roofliness 
harmonizes wftp the eaves, giving a light feeling 
to the massive rbof face. Adding to the effect 


Pufguksa Temple m Kyongju is considered to be a 
masterpiece of Korean traditional architecture, left, the 
Great South Gate. National Treasure No 1, in Seoul 
was built in 1396, top left, and top right. Freedom 
House m Ponmun/om another example of the com 
bmation of traditional and modem 


are the corner pillars which are erected with a 
slight inward tilt 

This lineal composition is enhanced by the 
furrowed lines of the tiled roofs, the lattice lines 
of windows and doors, and the delicate grain 
wood 

In order to create a sense of stability, and yet 
to retain a feeling of elegance, the central 
sections of supporting columns have a convex 
swelling, or entasis In addition, the inward- 
tilting pillars are slightly elevated 

Korean architecture originated in China is 
influenced by Buddhist philosophy Over the 
years, it developed its own natural and balanced 
style, unlike the grandiose and imposing 
Chinese genre or the excessively meticulous 
and elaborate decorative bent of the Japanese. 
One critic aptly observed that to view Chinese 
architecture, one should kneel before it; to 
appreciate Japanese architecture, one should 
touch it by hand; and Korean architecture is 
best looked at from some distance. 

The Chinese were preoccupied with strict 
symmetry, while the Japanese were extremely 
concerned with the miniature. Koreans tried to 
develop their own style which maintains order 
and harmony with nature, both inside and 
outside their buildings. 

This feature can be seen in the interaction 
between Korean architecture and natural sur¬ 
roundings. Both in design and engineering, 
artificial factors were subdued in favour of 
nature's own beauty. A priority was placed on 
using natural construction materials. 

In Kyongbok Palace, the Kunchongchon (Hall 
of Government by Restraint) provides a good 
example. The building was first erected in the 
late 14th century, and then rebuilt in 1867. It 
served as the seat of government for several 
kings of the Yi Dynasty (1392-1910). The lines 
of the structure complement the terrain of 
Pukak Mountain, which is the impressive back¬ 


drop for the building The architects deliberately 
incorporated the mountain's shape into the. 
construction of the hall, creating a wonderfuf 
effect 

Because of this attention to natural surround¬ 
ings, traditional Korean structures do not de¬ 
tract from the land they are built on, but rather 
add to the beauty in a “land of embroidered 
rivers and mountains.'' 

Korean architecture has never been over¬ 
powering or imposing. Very few traditional 
Korean buildings are grandiose in size or scale. 
Instead, they impart a feeling of intimacy, as if 
they have been constructed to reflect human 
values. 

The use of spatial relationships is a unique 
aspect of the Korean style. The feeling of an 
abyss is one way it is expressed. Many of the 
country's Buddhist temples and other struc¬ 
tures employ spatial traits. In order to reach 
these temples' main buildings, it is necessary to 
first pass through a few minor structures such 
as llchumun (One Pillar Gate), Kumkangmun 
(Deva King Gate) and Chongwangmun 
(Thousand Kings Gate). These structures are 
impressive enough on their own but they 
become even more magnificent when the 
visitor observes the processional spaces be¬ 
tween them in addition to the structures them¬ 
selves. 

These days, respect for traditional Korean 
architecture is increasing because of the in- 
humanizing side-effects of industrialization. Ko¬ 
rean's deep inclination towards nature finds 
expression in appreciating their architectural 
history. Because of this and a humanistic 
criticism of the functionalist school of 
architecture seen in tH6 West (and increasingly 
in Seoul), old style architecture is attracting 
more and more attention. Korean architects are 
studying their roots and incorporating what they 
learn into their blueprints. 

Although Western-type skyscrappers and; 
high-rises ere a conrtmon sight in today's Korea, ; 
the old buikflngs of Koreah history ere still very, 
much in evidence. They remind Koreans of their, - 
proud pale by remaidng valuable cultural 
assets. ■ i - 





SEOUL INTERNATIONAL MEETS 



Delegate* st the Korea- 
Denmark seminar on energy 
saving and District Heating. 


Energy and District Heating 


A N international seminar on ener¬ 
gy and district heating systems 
was held in Seoul in May, 
attended by about 450 energy experts 
from Korea and Denmark. 

The seminar jointly organised by the 
Korean Energy Management Corpora¬ 
tion and Danish Board of District 
Heating reviewed various sophisti¬ 
cated technical aspects on energy 
saving including district heating with 
combined power and heating sys¬ 
tems. 

For the seminar, Danish Minister of 
Energy Foul Nielson visited Seoul. 

In his opening speech. Minister of 
Energy and Resources Lee Sun-ki said 
that Korea has been encouraging va¬ 
rious energy policies such as stable 
and timely securing of energy re¬ 
sources, reducing dependency on 
oil consumption to diversify energy 
resources, maximum use of locally 
reserved resources, development of 
alternative energy and energy savings 
in order to support its constant and 
stable economic growth. 

"I believe that the Seoul seminar 
will lead to a good opportunity to solve 
energy problems of both Korea and 
Denmark", Minister Lee said noting 
that Korea has designated 1982 as 
"the year of the practice of energy 
saving." 

Meanwhile Danish Minister of Ener¬ 
gy Pout Nieftjipn said that district heat¬ 
ing is going play a decisive role, the 
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aim being that in 15 years waste heat 
(among others from power plants, 
refuse disposal plants and industry) is 
planned to cover 35 to 40 per cent of 
the total heating. 

"Through the years an extensive 
knowledge in the field of district heat¬ 
ing has been acquired, a knowledge 
which has also been useful to other 
countries and I hope that other coun¬ 
tries will profit by the Danish know¬ 
how in this field, said Mr. Nielson. 

District heating is transferring heat 
from the place of recovery or produc¬ 
ing (involving a minimum use of fuel) 
by transporting it directly and with the 
lowest possible loss of energy, to the 
end consumer for its sensible and 
efficient use—all at the lowest possi¬ 
ble costs. 


Seminap on 
Environment 

A N international environmental 
seminar was held in Seoul in 
May. The seminar was hosted 
by the Office of Environment (OE). A 
total of 22 environment experts from 
six countries, including United States, 
West Germany, Australia, Japan, 
Malaysia and the host Korea, attended 
the seminar. 

In his paper presented at the semi¬ 
nar, a notable Korean environmental¬ 
ist warned that with increases in 
population and consumption of ener¬ 
gy, the outlook for Korea's air quality 
is gloomy at best unless a definite air 
pollution control programme is initi¬ 
ated as soon as possible. 

Finding reasonable solutions to the 
complicated problems of air pollution 
in the country, however, will require 
nothing less than full mobilisation of 
all our available brain power, he said. 

By making an effort to conserve 
energy and by using it more wisely 
and by developing alternative energy 
sources which do not pollute the 
atmosphere unnecessarily, the pro¬ 
tection of the atmospheric environ¬ 
ment can be reasonably achieved, he 
predicted. 

He pointed out that the thermal 
power plants and industrial production 
systems have been the prime source 
of air pollution in Korea. 




SPORTS AND GAMES 



President's Cup Soccer 

T HE Korean national amateur team. 
Hwarang, and Brazilian pro Oper- 
ario fought to a scoreless draw in 
the extended 120-minute final on 
June 18 to become co-winners of the 
12th President's Cup International 
Football Championship. 

The high-spirited Korean players 
came out strong from the start in an 
apparent attempt to wipe out the 
disappointment of the Korean soccer 
fans at its poor performance in the 
preliminary rounds but it failed to find 
a breakthrough till, the final moment 
due to lack of sharpshooters. 

' The President's Cup Football 
Tournament, the only international 
soccer event hosted by Korea, has 
been gaining prestige year by year 
until it has now become one of the 
renowned International soccer cham¬ 
pionship meets. 


This year's championship is rated 
by soccer experts here as the most 
successful in its 12-year history in 
terms of the number of entries and 
their quality. 

Six national amateur teams from six 
contries and four first rate pro teams 
from four nations participated in the 
tournament. The national ameteur 
teams are from host Korea. India. 
Bahrain. Malaysia, Thailand and In¬ 
donesia. The pro teams include Philips 
S.V. from Natherlands. Leverkusen 
from West Germany, Operario from 
Brazil and Korea's sole pro soccer 
team, Halleluiah. 

President Chun Doo Hwan cere¬ 
moniously kicked a ball to start the 
14-day heat in the President’s Cup 
International Soccer Championship on 
June 5. 


* 










Koreans Top 
Asian Boxing 

T HE Republic of Korea became the 
winning team of the 10th Asian 
Amateur Boxing Championships 
which concluded in the first week of 
July at the Chamsil Indoor Gymna¬ 
sium in Seoul by capturing seven gold 
medals, one silver and four bronze. 

Thailand took the second place with 
three golds, three silvers and three 
bronzes while India placed third with 
two golds, two silvers and two 
bronzes. 

In the light flyweight final. Huh 
Young-mo of Korea gained victory 
over Japanese Segawa by a unani¬ 
mous decision. The most exciting 
bout prize was awarded to the bout 
between Huh and Segawa. 


The celebration of the day was 
resumed this year to help create an 
Olympic boom in the country and to 
increase people's understanding of 
the Olympic spirit. The observance of 
Olympic Day had been suspended 
since 1973. The ceremony was the 
first since Seoul was awarded the 
1988 Summer Olympics last year by 
the International Olympic Committee. 

At the celebration, two senior 
sportsmen were awarded plaques of 
merit in recognition of their contribu¬ 
tion to the development of Korean 
sports. 

One of them was Walter Jhung. 79, 
who participated in the 1948 Winter 
Olympics in Switzerland, as the leader 
of the Korean team. 

The other awardee was Lee Won- 
sun, 90, who participated in the 40th 


after a nine-and-half hour climb from 
the 7,700 metre camp-six. He was 
accompanied by two sherpa guides. 

One of the sherpa guides, Pasang- 
norbu, 29, climbed the mountain 
without oxygen, he said. 


Kim Chul'ho 
Retains WBC Title 

OREAN champion Kim Chul-ho 
retained his World Boxing Coun¬ 
cil (WBC) flyweight title with 
Mexican challenger Raul Baldez in a 
15-round bout held on July 4, in 
Taejon, about 160 km south of Seoul. 

It was a split decision. The Italian 
and Mexican judges scored the bout 
identically 154-146 in favour of the 
Korean champion. 


Sin Chang-sok of Korea drives a straight nght into the face of Japan's Kimiaki Takami in a bantumweight match at the 10th Asian Amateur Boxing Championships in Seoul, left, and right. Chon Yong-bon and 
India's Machaiah In the welter-weight final at the championships Chon won on points 





Thai Klinchan of flyweight category 
captured the title by beating Amaldas 
of India by a unanimous decision. 

In the lightweight category, India’s 
Pradhan won over Thai Sawadiwong 
4-2 on points. 

In the welterweight category, 
Chong Yong-bom of Korea won over 
Machaiah of India by a unanimous 
decision. 

The only Korean loser in the finals 
was heavyweight So Bae-won. Singh 
of India defeated the Korean 3-2 on 
points. 

Senior Sportsmen cited 
at Olympic Day ceremony 

T HE Olympic Day ceremony was 
held at the auditorium of the 
Korea Amateur Sports Associa¬ 
tion building. 
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International Olympic Committee in 
Stockholm, Sweden on June 20,1947 
and made successful efforts for Korea 
to become a member country of the 
IOC. The Korean Olympic Committee 
was ihaguarated subsequently. 

Korean Climbers 
Conquer Makalu Peak 

A N expedition of the Republic of 
Korea conquered Makalu peak at 
8,481 meters (27,827 feet) the 
world's fifth highest peak, on May 20 
through the hitherto unclimbed east 
wall of the mountain. 

The leader of the 10-man Korean 
team, Hahm Tak-young, 44, of Seoul, 
said on return from the mountain on 
Monday that fellow climber Heu 
Young-ho, 28, of Chechon, reached 
the summit at 2:00 p.m. local time 


The 28-year old Mexican challenger 
appeared ahead in points during the 
early rounds but the champion rallied 
in the eighth round, scoring points 
with left hooks and right straights. 

In later rounds, Valdez, who re 
sorted to hit-and-run techniques, was 
visibly slowed down and frequently 
clinched despite several warnings 
from the British referee. 

In the last three rounds, the Korean 
champion fought well, earning many 
points. 

It was Kim's fifth denfence of the 
title he won in January 1981 from 
Rafael Orono of Venezuela. Kim is 
Korea's sole holder of a title in both 
the WBC and World Boxing Associa¬ 
tion (WBA). 

The 21-year-old Kim now has a 
record of 19 victories, nine via Kos, 
against one loss and two draws. 
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WOMEN _ 

Asian 
Women's 
Growing Role 

S EOUL has been the venue of a 
9-nation women's seminar in the 
last week of June. The seminar on 
"the role of women in the national 
development" was sponsored by the 
Korean Women Lawmakers. Partici¬ 
pating in the seminar, Asian women 
legislators agreed that the status of 
women in Asia has been improved in 
general but it is not sufficient yet in 
view of women's changing role in 
modern society. Moreover, gross ine¬ 
quality between men and women is 
still obvious. 

Therefore, many participants in the 
seminar stressed that it is desirable 
for women's consciousness to realize 
the situation, and struggle for full 
participation in the mainstream of 
their national development. 

Following the opening address by 
Kim Hyun-ja, chairperson of the prepa¬ 
ratory committee of the seminar, and 
a special speech by Jung Nae-hiuk, 
speaker of the Korean National 
Assembly, Attiya Inayattullah from 
Pakistan delivered the key-note 
speech. 

In a congratulatory speech. Speaker 
Nae-hiuk said women are playing a 
crucial role in the balanced develop¬ 
ment of society. 

He said it is impossible to 
achieve balanced national develop¬ 
ment without equality of men and 
women. 

In the seminar, aiming to promote 
the mutual understanding and solidar¬ 
ity of leading women in Asia, as well 
as to share their knowledge and ex¬ 
periences to improve the status of 
women, the Pakistani delegate 
attracted the attention of participating 
women by pointing out the discrimina¬ 
tion against women. Saying that 
"women universally have a unique 
demographic role as reproducers of 
the human race," she stated that this 
very important and exclusive function 
has made them the victim of many 
inequalities. 
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Volunteers organize 
UNICEF Committee 

T HE committee of Women Volun¬ 
teers for UNICEF in Korea was 
recently organized in Seoul. It will 
take charge of the sales campaign for 
United Nation's International Chil¬ 
drens Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 
cards, calendars, stationery and other 
UNICEF products in Seoul and other 
cities. 

All designs for UNICEF cards are 
contributed by artists or museums 
from all over the world and the sales 
force is almost 100 per cent volun¬ 
teer. The unusually high profits from 
sales go directly into UNICEF projects 
for children. 


AMMPE Meet 

HE executive board meeting of 
the World Association of Women 
Journalists and Writers (AMMPE) 
was held in Seoul recently. 


Several executive members from 
eight different countries such as Mex¬ 
ico, United States, Nigeria, Egypt, 
Japan, Puerto Rico, Guatemala and 
the Netherlands attended the 
meeting. 

AMMPE was founded in 1969 
through the initiative of the Associa¬ 
tion of Women Writers and Journal¬ 
ists of Mexico to acquire a much 
wider perspective of world writers 
and communicators. Its main objec¬ 
tives are to promote communication 
and friendship with the .people of all 
countries to work for the improve¬ 
ment of professional conditions and to 
incite the exchange of knowledge, 
ideas, experiences and cultural 
values. 


Currently the numbers of AMMPE 
are 270 from 24 different countries. 
Its international headquarters is lo¬ 
cated at Taepyong-ro. Seoul, Korea 
and its president is Ms. Kim Hae* 
yong. 
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Asian Women Parka- 
mentanans Seminar m 
progress, above, and. 
some of the delegates 
who attended 
AMMPE conference 
seen with the AMMPE 
president Grace Kim 
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SEOUL CULTURE SCENE 

'Pyolsin-Gut' 

Ritual 

T HE Korean National Commission 
of UNESCO sponsored a perform¬ 
ance of "Pyolsin-gut," a shaman- 
ist ritual from Korea's eastern coast. 

The sbamanist ritual, which was 
presented by Kim Sok-chul, a male 
shaman, and his family members, had 
been offered once every three years 
or 10 years to "Pyolsin" for peace, 
protection and a plentiful supply of 
fish. Pyolsin means special god. 

The performance accompanied by 
traditional musical instruments such 
as the "changgo," double-headed 
drum, the "ching," gong, and the 
"chegum," a kind of Korean stringed 
instrument lasted three hours. 

Court Dances 

M embers of the Seoul city 
Dance Troupe ^recently per¬ 
formed in traditional costumes 
of court dancers and musicians of the 
Yi Dynasty at the Sejong Cultural 
Centre. 

Revived by Lee Yong-ju, designer- 
specialist of court dance costumes, 
the 15 costumes for court artists and 
seven accessories such as coronets, 
belts and other items fascinated the 
audience. The gorgeous colours and 
the exquisite lines were characteristic 
of the court dance clothes. 

In designing the traditional clothes, 
Lee depended on such books as 
"Chinchak Uikye" and "Chinson 
Uikye" which detail the clothes for 


court dancers and musicians. The 
books have, been written by Prof. 
Chang Sa-hun of Seoul National Uni¬ 
versity. 

The recent revival movement of the 
court music and dances at the Nation¬ 
al Classical Music Institute encour¬ 
aged Lee Yong-ju to design the 
clothes as he felt that it was high time 
someone designed traditional clothing 
for artists who devote themselves to 
reviving this unique art. 

Chongjon 

Exhibition 

C HONGJON, pen name of Lee 
Sang-bom, is being featured in a 
show opened on June 15. The 
exhibition will run until July 25 at a 
showroom of the National Museum of 
Modern Arts. Chongjon, considered 
as one of the most influential Oriental 
artists in modern painting circles, 
shows 18 calligraphic paintings, many 
of them executed in the 1950s and 
60s. The two decades said to have 
seen his painting technique at its 
apex. 

The show commemorating the 10th 
anniversary of his death is the second 
to be held by the museum this year 
following the one by Korean artist 
active abroad at the beginning of the 
year. 

The Oriental painter, never had a 
one-man show during his life time. His 
ink brush paintings were displayed in 
1972 posthumously and this is the 
second exclusive exhibition of his 
works. 

Also included in the exhibition are 
the articles left behind by the painter, 
such as brushes, ink, sticks, etc. 


Yim's Painting 
for Museum 

A landscape of the Seine River ir 
Paris painted by Yim Yong-yon ir 
1930 has recently been donatec 
to the National Modem Arts Museum 
by Min Yong-sun, a friend of the 
painter’s wife. 

Until last year when art critic Lee 
Ku-yul discovered the significance ol 
Yim's works during the colonial 
period, most people, including those 
involved in the arts, were unfamiliar 
with him, because he was forced into 
North Korea during the Korean war. 

After learning of Yim's importance, 
Lee was anxious to find some of his 
paintings left behind in Korea. When 
he discovered Mrs. Min had one, he 
advised her to donate it to the 
museum. 

Art critics find Yim particularly im¬ 
portant because he had direct contact 
with American and European artists in 
contrast with most Korean oil painters 
of his time. Other painters had to learn 
Western ideas and techniques from 
the Japanese. 

Ewha University 
Exhibition 

F ACULTY members and alumni of 
Ewha Woman's University Col¬ 
lege of Fine Arts displayed their 
art works at the university museum in 
June. 

The works displayed included all 
varieties of fine art done by over 100 
artists from professors and part-time 
lecturers to alumni. Therefore, the 
trends in the show were different. 


Autumn by Chongjon in the exhibition at the Nationei Museum of Modem Arts, left. and right, members of the Seoul City Dance Troupe wearing the beautiful costumes and accessories of the court dancei 
end muskier* of the Vi Dynasty 



KOREAN FOLK STORIES 


The Toad-Bndegro 
From Heaven 












L ONG ago there lived a poor 
fisherman in a certain village. 

One day he went fishing in the 
lake as usual, but found he could not 
catch as many fish as he was 
accustomed to. And on each of the 
following days he found his catch 
growing smaller and smaller. He tried 
new baits, and bought new hooks, but 
all to no avail. At last even the water of 
the lake began to disappear, until in 
the end it became too shallow for 
fishing. One afternoon in the late 
summer the bottom of the lake was 
exposed to view, and a big toad came 
out from it. The fisherman 
immediately thought that it must have 
eaten up all the fish and angirly cursed 
the samzog or three families of the 
frog, its parents, brothers, wife and 
children, for it is popularly believed 
that the toad is a relative of the frog. 
Then the toad spoke to him gently, 
rolling its eyes, 'Do not be angry, for 
one day I shall bring you good fortune 
I wish to live in your house, so please 
let me go with you.' But the fisherman 
was annoyed that a toad should make 
such a request and hastened home 
without it 
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That evening the toad came to his 
house. His wife, who had already heard 
about it from her husband, received it 
kindly, and made a bed for it in a 
comer of the kitchen. Then she 
brought it worms and scraps to eat. 
The couple had no children of their 
own, and decided to keep the toad as 
a pet. It grew to be as big as a boy, 
and they came to love it as if it were 
their son. 

Nearby there lived a rich man who 
had three daughters. One day the 
toad told the fisherman and his wife 
that it would like to marry one of the 
three daughters. They were most 
alarmed at this most unreasonable 
request and earnestly advised it to 
forget such an impossible ambition. 'It 
is utterly absurd', they said. 'How can 
poor people like us propose marriage 
to such a great family? And you are 
not even a human being.' 

So the toad replied, 'I don't care 
what the ranks of the family is. The 
parents may object, but yet one of the 
daughters may be willing to accept 
me. Who knows? Please jjo and ask, 
and let me know what answer you 
receive. 

So the fisherman's wife went and 
called on the mistress of the rich 
man's house and told her what her 
toad-son had asked. The lady was 
greatly displeased and went and told 
her husband. He was furiously angry 
at such a preposterous suggestion 
and ordered his severant to beat the 
toad's foster-mother. So the poor 
woman returned home and told the 
toad of her painful experience. 

'I'm very sorry that you have been 
treated like that. Mother,' the toad 
said to her, 'but don't let it worry you 
too much. Just wait and see what will 
happen.' Then he went out and 
caught a hawk and brought it home. 
Late that night he tied a lighted lantern 
to its foot and crept stealthily to the 
rich man's house. He tied a long string 
to the hawk's foot and then climbed a 
tall persimmon tree which stood by 
the house. Then he held the end of 
the string in his hand and released the 
hawk to fly over the house. As it flew 
into the air he solemnly declared in a 
loud voice. The master of this house 
shall listen to my words, for I have 
been d^petched by the Heavenly 
King. To<lay you rejected a proposal 
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of marriage, and now you shall be 
punished for your arrogance, I shall 
give you one day to reconsider your 
decision. I advise you to accept the 
toad's proposal, for if you do not, you, 
your brothers, and your children shall 
be utterly destroyed.' 

The people in the house were* 
startled by this nocturnal proclamation 
from the sky, and they opened the 
windows to see what was going on. 
When they looked up into the sky they 
saw a dim light hovering overhead. 
The master of the house went out into 
the garden and kneeled humbly on the 
ground looking up into the sky. Then 
the toad let go of the string he held in 
his hand, and the hawk soared 
skywards with the lantern still tied to 
its foot. The rich man was now 
convinced that what he had heard 
was spoken by a messenger from 
Heaven, and at once resolved to 
consent to the toad's marriage to one 
of his daughters. 


The people in the house 
were startled by this 
nocturnal proclamation 
from the sky, and they 
opened the windows to 
see what was going on. 
When they looked up 
into the sky they saw a 
dim light hovering 
overhead. The master of 
the house went out into 
the garden and kneeled 
humbly on the ground 
looking up into the sky. 


Next morning the rich man went 
and called on the toad's fosterparents, 
and apologized humbly for his 
discourteous refusal on the previous 
day. He said now that he would gladly 
accept the toad as his son-in-law. 

Then he returned home and asked his 


eldest daughter to marry the toad, but 
she rushed from the room in fury arid 
humiliation. Then he called his Second 
daughter, and suggested that she be 
the toad's wife, but she too rushed 
from the room without a word. So he 
called his youngest daughter and 
explained to her that if she refused 
she would place the whole family in a 
most difficult position indeed, so stem 
had been the warning from Heaven. 
But the youngest daughter agreed to 
marry the toad without the slightest 
hesitation. 

The wedding took place on the 
following day, and a great crowd of 
guests attended consumed by 
curiosity at such an unusual 
happening. That night, when they 
retired, the toad asked his bride to 
bring him a pair of scissors. She went 
and got a pair, and then he asked her 
to cut the skin off his back. This 
strange request startled her greatly, 
but he insisted that she do so without 
delay, and so she made a long cut in 
his back. Then, lo and behold, there 
stepped forth from the skin a 
handsome young man. 

In the morning the bridegroom put 
on his toad skin again, so that bobody 
noticed any difference. Her two 
sisters sneered contemptuously at 
the bride with her repulsive husband, 
but she took no notice of them. At 
noon all the men of the household 
went out on horseback with bows and 
arrows to hunt. The toad 
accompanied them on foot and 
unarmed. But the party had no 
success in the hunt and had to return 
empty-handed. The bridegroom 
stripped off his toad skin and became 
a man when they had gone, and 
waved his hand in the air. Then a 
white haired old man appeared and he 
bade him bring one hundred deer. 
When the deer came he drove them 
homeward, once more wearing his 
toad skin. Everyone was most 
surprised to see all the deer, and then 
he suddenly stripped off the toad skin 
and revealed himself as a handsome 
young man, at which their 
astonishment knew no bounds. Then 
he released all the deer and rose up to 
Heaven, carrying his bride on his back 
and his parents on his arms. 

Ondoru Yawa, told by Zdng 
Bog-sun; Onyang (1925). 
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KOREAN SPEECH CONTEST CERAMIC FILM WINS AWARO 


T HE highest award at the Korean Language Oratorical Contest 
for Foreigners which took place in May in Seoul went to Lon G 
Garwood. 22, an American teacher in English m Seoul who 
spoke about "The Good Points of Korean Life " 

Aimed at promoting international friendship and enhancing foreign 
national's interest in Korea and the Korean language, the annual 
oratorial contest for foreign residents was jointly sponsored by the 
Korea Herald and the International Cultural Soicety of Korea (ICSK) 
with the support of the Korean Traders Assoication 
The Outstanding Award went to three successful finalists. 
Morishita Takao. 34. from Japan. W. David Straub. 28, and Mrs 
Jennifer L. Wells. 32. from the United States 
There were also the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners They were 
Jan Jwo-jin, a graduate school student at Seoul National University, 
Kendall Merkley. an American missionary in Seoul, and his twin 
brother Keith Merkley, also an American missionary in Taejon The 


T HE Korean cultural film on Yi Dynasty ceramic ware won the 
first prize at an international cultural film festival held in France 
recently 

At the first international cultural film festival "Metiers D'Art" held 
at Aubusson, France, the Korean film made by the Korean Film 
Production shared the first prize with the French entry 
"Enceinte " the 20-minute-long film, which screened the process 
of making Yi Dynasty white porcelain, was givjn the award in 
recognition of its outstanding performance in successfully portraying 
the artistic qualities of Korean ceramic ware 
The film directed by Han Ho-ki W&s photographed at a kiln of 
potter Lee Eun-ku in 1979. 

At the international event, some 30 cultural films from France, 
China, Seitzerland. the Soviet Union. Afghanistan, Bolivia, Korea and, 
other countries were presented 


1st and 2nd prizes were offered by The Korea Herald President- 
Publisher and the 3rd by the ICSK President. The Commendation 
Award Winner was Miss Cheryl R Doovey from the United States 
The top prize-winner Mr Garwood's speech was often humorous 
and kept the audience laughing He ended on a more serious note, 
however, saying that he might look like a foremger. but inside he felt 
like a Korean He called for the reunification of Korea, for the sake of 
his friends and his family 


ANCIENT SHROUDS EXHIBITION 

T HE Suk Joo-sun Memorial Museum of Folk Arts recently held a 
rare exhibition which shows clothes of the dead dating from 
the 15th century to the 18th century Attached to Dankook 
University in Hannam-dong, the museum was opened to the public 
last May in celebration of Prof Suk's retirement from her profes¬ 
sorship 

Over 150 pieces of clothes and accessories including Korean 
socks and shoes used by ancestors were displayed They were 
unearthed during the past three years due to the changing of the 
burial sites The move of burial sites has been forced by the 
government to develop the land 
"We can understand the attitudes to life and spirits of our 
forefathers through the excavated relics," Suk Joo-sun, the curator 
of the folk museum, said “The shroud on display," she continued, 
"fills the gap of the changing history of clothes caused by the 
fabric's deterioration if not properly preserved 




NEW STAIRCASE AT MIRUKSA 

A N archeological research team has discovered another stone 
staircase at the rear of the historical site of Miruksa Temple in 
Kiyang-m, tksan-gun, Cholla-Pukdo This doscovery suggests 
that the structure of the ancient Buddhist temple was larger than it 
was previously believed to be 

Kim Chong-ki, director of the National Institute of Cultrual 
Properties and leader of the team, said that the archeological 
discovery may lead to the conclusion that the Miruksa Temple had 
more structures adjoined to the main hall before it was destroyed. 

The Miruksa Temple, built in the 7th century during the Paekche 
Kingdom (BC, 18- 660 AD) was known as the largest Buddhist 
temple in the Orient. The seven-storey stone pagoda which remains 
on the site is regarded as on of the largest and oldest stone pagodas 
in Korea The pagoda also represents the transition period from 
wooden to stone pagodas during the sixth century. 

DISCOVERY OF BUDDHA IMAGE 

A new discovery of a large cross-legged Buddha image 
sculptured in rock has excited historical scholars. 

The Relics Investigation Team of Dankook University led by 
Prof. Chong Young-ho, curator of the university's museum found the 
cross-legged image after 3 months of field work in Changam-ni, in 
Kyonggi-do. 

An inscription composed of three lines, each containing 13 letters, 
on the back of the rock added to the excitement of the discovery of 
the largest cross-legged Buddha image in the world. Dating from 
981 A.D. which is confirmed by the inscription, the image stands 3.2 
metres high and its width is 1.2 metres. 


The production of beautiful ceramic wares is a long-drawn out process and needs 
the careful tending of artistic hands, left and below, pnte winners of the Korean 
Language Oratorial Contest for foreigners. 
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Seoul International Trade Fair (SITRA '82) 
is organised by the Korea Trade 
Promotion Corporation and 
sponsored by the Government of the 
Republic of Korea. 290 foreign 
companies from 35 countries and over 
800 leading Korean manufacturers 
and traders would be participating at 
the trade fair. 

The Trade Fair Authority of India, New 
Delhi, has reserved 504 square metres of 
space for the Indian National Pavilion at 
the fair. This would give the Indian 
businessman to exhibit their products at 
this prastigaous international trade fair. 


ROK INVENTIONS WIN PRIZES 

T WENTY-TWO of th« 31 Korean inventions entered in the sixth 
annual Worldwide Inventors Expo held for five days from May 
10 in New York won prizes—a Grand Prize, a Semi-Grand Prize 
and nine gold/ seven silver and four bronze medals. A total of 402 
inventions from 22 countries were displayed during the international 
exhibition. 


ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


PROJECTION COLOUR TV SET 

T HE Gold Star Co. recently succeeded in developing a colour TV 
set which projects pictures on a large screen and will put the 
product on the domestic market sometime in the latter half of 
this year. The set, which projects pictures onto a 45-Inch screen, is 
expected to be the most popular television device since the 
development of colour TV 

SITRA '82 PARTICIPANTS 

A total of 290 foreign firms from 36 countries have applied to 
participate in the Seoul International Trade Fair '82. 20 per cent 
more than originally expected, according lo the Korea Trade 
Promotion Corporation (KOTRA), the organizer of the fair. SITRA '82 
will open on September 24 for a 25-day run on the newly built fair 
grounds at the Korea Exhibition Centre (KOEX) and surrounding 
plots. 

SIX VESSELS LAUNCHED 

D AEWOO Shipbuilding & Heavy Machinery Ltd., an affiliate of 
the Daewod Business Group, launched six different large 
vessels simultaneously on June 7 at its Okpo shipyard, which it 
claims has world's largest single drydock This was the world's first 
simultaneous launching of that many vessels. They include three 
drilling rigs, two 22,500 dwt stainless steel chemical tankers and a 
shuttle tanker, all ordered by foreign firms. 






Mam dock of the Daewoo's Okpo Shipyard, from where seven ships were 
launched simultaneously 

ELECTRONIC LOCK 

A push-button electronic combination door lock has been 
developed by the Shin Dong A Electronic Co The Mmicompu- 
Lock, incorporating a minicomputer memory system, opens a 
door automatically when its numbered buttons are pushed in a 
predetermined order. The firm recently exported $60,000 worth of 
the product to West Germany and Singapore and will soon ship 800 
units to a Japanese buyer on a trial basis. The price is $24 FOB, only 
about half that of comparable foreign products. 


SAUDI CONTRACT FOR SAMSUNG ROK-INDIA TAX PACT URGED 

I HE Samsung Construction Co., a member of the Samsung ^The Korea Shipowners Association has urged the government 
Business Group, has been awarded a $53 million contract by I to hasten the conclusion of a double taxation prevention 

the Saudi Afabian MmistrY of Heafth for the construction of a I agreement with India so that Korean shipping firms can avoid 

lit hospital In Qatis, Saudi Arabia, The contract was won during paying India same taxes on their freight incomes already levied by 
^rrwtli^^^ddjrM participated,in by several prominent foreign the Korean government. The two nations have so far failed to reach 
IlnTM. 1 w®st Nadan of the Netherlands and Phillip agreement on this matter in two previous talks. A third meeting is 
Wes* Germany. scheduled for July 14 in Seoul. 
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FASCINATING 

I have started reading Korean News a few 
months back and have been greatly fascinated 
by your magazine. 

Korean News carries very good articles on 
Indo-Koreah relations and helps those who 
want to know more about Korea. No doubt the 
magazine would help promote understanding 
between peoples of the two countries. 

G.S. Rajendra Kumar 

Gulbarga 

Karnataka 


TOAD BRIDEGROOM 

Korean News is a first class magazine and a 
beautifully produced one 
In the July-August issue, the folk tale entitled 
Toad Bridegroom from Heaven is a highly 
appreciable story. I would like to suggest that 
such stories for children and young students 
may please be published regularly. The stu¬ 
dents of our college are very much interested in 
reading such stories and they always seek 
them. 

D Rewatha Thero 
Librarian 

Mulagsndhakuti Vihara Library 
Saranath. 


RADIO KOREA 

I am a regular reader of Korean News as well 
as a regular listener to the Radio Korea. 

Korean News really helps me to acquaint 
myself with the latest developments in Korea 
and Indo-Korean relations. 

Radio Korea's English transmission from 
Seoul has grabbed me by heart. The presenta¬ 
tion style of the programmes is veiy good. I love 
to hear Korean pop music through Radio Korea. 

S. Moses Vasanthan 

Virudhunagar 

Tamilnadu. 


T HE people In the Korean peninsula, 
though theyhtvethe same religious ' 
end cultural heritage, language, cos-/ 
tumes and social customs, are unfortunately 
living separated as, South and North Ko¬ 
reans. The kith and kin) arsi separated by the 
:bgtder that came Tip ^‘of Ideological 
dfferances of the, Mo governments. I am 
aura, the urge to 1 unify the country Uvea In 
the hearts of muttons'# Womens which the 
governments cannot Ignore. 

Vietnam has pnwbrf beyond doubt that 
people of the commohrteSgious and cultural 
origin cannot be kept separated for long. But 
the unification of Vietnam wp achieved by 
forceful occupation # the South by the 
communists of the North, the South had to 
yield as it was weak politically and economi¬ 
cally. This was, of c$ifs%h0t an example of 
peaceful reunificatilyvlrye know that pover¬ 
ty and political instiihHty had often Ted to 
communist victories,::. , 

Here are my pro pp 0| for the peaceful 
unification of tha KoriM jfenlnsula es I have 
justified the need fonjib ■. .■» 

The South Korea must emerge stronger 
than tha North in .efeaftfetic and political 
spharee. Proper ptanrijjti' fa is dona, wM 
definitely make Sptffo'XMea economically 
found Reapopsfbi# ooeperation of the peo- 
pla wfl( glua political StaMegovero- 
mint and haahhy.adMpy.'4nake a nation 
mighty. This will 'eMNNhii repetition of 
Vietnam in Korea. .. 

Dialogue muat be ro au rn e d rfteBtevetow^ 
sinceroity and petienwaothtaJ* the only way 
to hasten the rurtionNunificetiariend prosper¬ 
ity as put forth by Praakkxti Chun DooHwan 
of South Korea, 

The South Korea muttaNvaya be needy ta. 
extend its help to the pragmas ,qf tha . 
northern side. Eoonpntio arid adantifwpoopx. 

:'..v ' 

- ■ ' - - 1 



station betweso the two nations w# ewftiu^ 
•raw the differences. 

As President Own suggested botivtfie 
societies must be opened-to each other. 
Dignitaries, artists and adantiets must be 
permitted to visit each other. South Korae can 
Invite the popular North Koreans for public, 
appearances in the South. This wBatfOnfc 
then the good retetiohaWpand god**# 
among tha people of the two Kortia.' 

Trade between tits South andtbpNcitb 
must; bt anoouragid at aH levels. Perite$iK.- 
Von in trade fain icrgatriitid m both'rpgtjfirte ■ 
w* strengthen trade rotations. ' - 
- South Korw wntoepHsaofdw openor’ ' 
at least ttenfiae tha army of tire Kosaats,# 
vWt or.faHta down. ■- Tbta wgf -giv* «o«& ; 
ctancetothepeoptaaboutlhirg^ - 

dfthe government. '• ' 

Mi ft#ly. a novel agggeatidlrr.-'thd 0Mfc.j 
may be broadened to tactode-yijtooiwsriti 
. towns whom tfwpeopte of bcthti^ K#N«‘ 
ban mingle freely. . \ 

As oorntminiata too can opens* Wn&f 
the democratic framawprk, opinion of 
people of the two sides 
thp reunification aa tiw 


T, Etampoomprv 
Thra^avtir . 
'tbmpnedu 





■v 


Dmt Rtadin 

Korean Newt haa atartad tha Korea I Know column from Its February 1902 Issue. 
Raaponsa from tha raadara hava baan vary encouraging. Mott of tha write-ups for this 
column art quit# langthy and wa find It dtffleiilt to aeoommodafta them completely. All 
tha corraapondanca for this column may p i tt a s bo ad dressed to the Editor. 

A amen gift ea a token of the contribution wM be sent to the contributor of the 
published write-up. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 


I N the month of August, President Chun Doo Hwan 
toured four African countries and Canada in his efforts 
to further friendly and mutual cooperation between Korea 
£nd these countries. On his return from his tour President 
Chun, who is the first Korean President to visit Africa, 
said that his state visit to four African countries was more 
fruitful than expected and will contribute to the cement¬ 
ing of Korea's relationship with them. 

Preparations are in full swing for the Asian Games in 
New Delhi. Like all our readers we are also waiting 
Bagerly for the D Day. The biggest contingent to the New 
Delhi Asiad is perhaps from Korea, the number being 
429. Once the curtain comes down at the New Delhi 
^sian Games, all eyes are set for the 1986 Asian Games 
and the 1988 Olympic Games which are to be held in 
Seoul. While we watch the medal hopefuls from Korea 
competing at various stadia in New Delhi, off the stadia 
:here will be two different cultural shows from Korea: 
jne. the National Dance Troupe at the Asiad Festival of 
3 erforming Arts and the other, Korea's world renowned 
:raditional handicrafts at fhe Asiad Visual Arts Festival at 
:he Rabindra Bhavan in New Delhi. 

Since Korea's handicraft articles are coming to the 
\siad Visual Arts Festival, we thought it appropriate to 
;arry a feature on Korea's handicrafts, with some 
selected pictures adding colour to the feature in centre- 
spread pages. And some of the medal hopefuls appear,in 
he pages of this issue in the feature ASIAD '82, New 
Delhi Korean Hopefuls. 


Gown athhtas preparing for tho Now Dolhi Asian Gamas 




Kona’s wMo cotadon a traditional handicraft work is coHactors’ itom throughout tho world 
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THE PRESIDENCY 



President Chun 
Proposes 
Pacific Summit 


P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan has recently 
suggested the idea of holding an annual 
Pacific summit conference, a*set of five 
principles that include the opening of Korea's 
door to all the regional countries 
The other four principles the President sug¬ 
gested at a recent news conference are’ hold¬ 
ing the summit conference on a regular 
basis, respect of soverignty and independence, 
development of potentials in the region, and the 
promotion of cooperation between developed 
and developing countries in the area. 

Elaborating on the Pacific summit which he 
first proposed when he met Australian Prime 
Minister Malcolm Fraser in Seoul last May, the 
President said that the summit conference will 
be the "shortest way" to overcome various 
restrictions and challenges lying in the way of 
the realisation of a "great Pacific era " 

He said that the "respect of sovereignty and 
independence, reciprocity, equality and non¬ 
interference in the internal matters of other 
countries should be the basis of relations" 
among the regional countries 
The President further said that hegemony by 
any country or countries should not be tolerated 
and the consultative organ should never be 
politically tainted or become a bloc. 

The key concerns of the consultative organ 
should be the multilateral development of 
potentials in the region, increasing economic 
and technological cooperation and promoting 
exchanges in cultural and educational fields. 

"I believe firmly that cooperation between 
advanced countries and developing ryations and 
the increase of cooperation among developing 
countries in the region, if deepened, will be able 
to set an example of smoothly solving the 
so-called South-North question," the President 
remarked. 

Saying that materialisation of a Pacific Summit 
conference will require consent by the coun¬ 
tries in the region, President Chun said he plans 
to exert diplomatic efforts to gain support and 
cooperation from those countries. 


Tours Africa 
AndCanada 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan and First Lady 
Lee Soorvja were on a 17-day official visit 
to four African nations—Kenya. Nigeria, 
Gabon and Senegal—and Canada, from August 
16 to 31. at the invitation of the Heads of State 
of the African nations and the Governor General 
of Canada. President Chun, the first Korean 
Head of State to visit Africa, held summit 
conferences with the heads of state of the four 
African countries and the Governor General and 
the Prime Minister of Canada. President Chun 
said on his return to Korea that his state visit to 
four African nations was more fruitful than 
expected and will contribute to the cementing 
of Korea's relationship with them. 

In Kenya 

On the first leg of his tour, President Chun 
visited Kenya from August 17 to 19. Speaking at 
a state dinner hosted by the Kenyan President 
Daniel arap Moi, President Chun said that the 
Korean government is "willing and Drepared" to 
establish fnendly relations with those African 



President Chun end Presi¬ 
dent Omar Bongo of 
Gabon dnnk a toast dunng 
e state banquet in uebre- 
villa, top. and nght Presi¬ 
dent Chun delivers a 
speech at the state dinner 
hosted by President Daniel 
arap Moi in Nairobi Facing 
page President and Mrs 
Chun greet guests during a 
reception hosted by Presi¬ 
dent Abdou Dtouf. second 
from right, in Dakar, top 
left. President Chun and 
Shehu Shagan of Nigena 
during a summit confer¬ 
ence in Lagos, top nght; 
and below. President Chun 
exchanges views with 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Trudeau m Ottawa 



cooperate in solving the global problems/ he 
stressed. . 


countries which have no official relations with 
Korea but wish to join hands to pursue common 
goals. 

The President said the "real motive" for his 
trip to Kenya is to emphasise the importance of 
understanding, goodwill and untiy among all 
developing nations throughout Africa and Asia. 

He said that the growing friendship between 
Korea and Kenya is an "invaluable asset" not 
only for the development of the two countnes 
but also for the maintenance of world peace. 

In his speech, President Moi said that econo¬ 
mic cooperation between the developing na¬ 
tions should be strengthened immediately and 
comprehensively. 

President Moi also said that Kenya was aHied 
with Korea in eliminating aU kinds of irregular¬ 
ities stemming from underdevelopment from 
the society. 

"The two countries share common view on 
various international issues and try to 


In Nigeria 

From kenya, President Chun went to Nigeria. 

Speaking at a state dinner hosted by Nigerian 
President Shehu Shagari on Aug. 21. President 
Chun said Korea, as a developing country, is 
more than willing to contribute to the unity, 
peace and prosperity of the African people. 

He said Korea hopes to contribute to the 
opening of an era of Afro-Asian relations by 
advancing friendship apd cooperation with all 
African nations regardless of political systems 
and ideology. 

The Korean government has stood unre¬ 
servedly against all forms of racial discrimina¬ 
tion and colonialism, he said. 

"We are in full support of the strenuous 
efforts of the Nigerian government for the 
speedy independence of Nimibia and for the 
permanent eradication of the abhorent system 
of aparthied of South Africa", he said. 




"It has been only a few years since our two 
countries established diplomatic relations. 
However, it is a source of pride for us to have 
attained within such a short time friendship and 
cooperation unparalleled in the history of inter¬ 
national relations/' he said. 

President Shagari said he discerns vast 
potential for further growth between the two 
countries in the context of interdependence and 
complementarity. 

"We have also found that we can work 
together with shared perceptions in the quest 
for better quality of life for our people/' he said. 

As a result of President Chun's visit, the two 
countries found that they share similar views 
and interests in many areas of activity, he 
noted. "It is our desire not only to maintairi the 
mutuality of these interests but also to seek 
ways to strengthen and broaden the cordial ties 
between our two countries." 

"I am confident that with greater exchange of 
information and knowledge of each other, our 
hope for greater economic relations will be 
realised," he said. 

Touching on the reunification of the Korean 
peninsula. President Shagari said. "It is clear to 
us in Nigeria that lhe situation in that part of the 
world requires a reduction of tension which win 
lead to an enhancement of regional stability." 


"In our view," he said, "those problems can 
be solved by the initiation of peaceful dialogue 
between the people of Korea themselves with¬ 
out any external interference. 


In Gabon 

President Chun Doo Hwan, on the third leg of 
his visit conferred with President Omar Bongo 
of Gabon on international situations, and particu¬ 
larly on Korea and Africa, and economic 
cooperation between the two countries, includ¬ 
ing Korea's participation in various development 
projects of Gabon. 

In a summit conference, at the Presidential 
Palace in Libreville the two heads of state also 
discussed ways and means of promoting close 
cooperation among developing countries, com¬ 
mon pursuit of a policy against colonialism and 
other issues of mutual concern. 

The two presidents discussed the promotion 
of cooperation in economic, technological, scien¬ 
tific. cultural, tourist and industrial fields and 
training industrial manpower. 

They also exchanged views on Korea's parti¬ 
cipation in the construction of port facilities, 
small industrial plants and other projects in 
Gabon. 


In Sanagilft^.' 

During President Chun's stay in Senegal, 
President of Senegal Abdou Diouf has reaffir¬ 
med Senegalese support for a peaceful, perma¬ 
nent solution to the Korean question through 
the reconcilliation of Seoul and Pyongyang. 

In a joint communique issued by President 
Chun and his Senegalese counterpart. Presi¬ 
dent Diouf praised the measures taken by 
President Chun to achieve balanced economic 
and social development. 

The two presidents concurred on the need to 
promote the economic cooperation between 
the Republic of Korea and the Republic of 
Senegal and to end all the activities threatening 
world peace and security. 

Reviewing the history of cooperation be¬ 
tween the two countries over the past three 
years and resolving to promote bilateral coop¬ 
eration still further, particularly in the economic 
field, the two presidents agreed to open nego¬ 
tiations on maritime transports, prevention 
of double taxation and the promotion and 
protection of investments. 

In Canada 

President Chun Doo Hwan and Canadian 
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau conferred exten¬ 
sively on the proposed Pacific summitry, pro¬ 
motion of economic cooperation and on regional 
and international issues. 

In the summit conference, the two leaders 
shared the view that it was necessary to have 
regular summit conference in the Pacific region 
for regional prosperity and for opening a "new 
Pacific era." 

Pointing out the advent of a Pacific era is 
an inevitability in the light of the recent interna¬ 
tional trend, President Chun explained about 
the concept of the Pacific summit he has in 
mind, including the five principles he disclosed 
in a news conference in Chinhae on July 31, and 
called for Canada's leading role for the mater¬ 
ialisation of the summitry. 

Premier Trudeau shared the view with the 
Korean President that industrialised countries 
like Canada are supposed to render cooperation 
for the desperate nation-building efforts by de¬ 
veloping countries. 




THE NATION 




T HE Seoul International Trade Fair (SITRA 
'82) was inaugurated in a colourful opening 
ceremony on September 24, 1982 by 
Prime Minister Kim Sang-hyup SITRA '82 will 
remain open for 25 days t*H October 18 
The international fair has been organised by 
the Korea Trade Promotion Corporation (KOT- 
RA) and sponsored by the Ministry of Com¬ 
merce and Industry A total of 676 domestic 
firms and 262 firms from 40 foreign countries 
including India are taking part in the mammoth 
fair spread over a 20 hactre land 
By region, the participating foreign firms 
include 70 from 10 North and Latin American 
countries, 88 from 15 European countries, 97 
from eight Asian and Pacific nations, and three 
from three other nations. 

Latest reports say that the fair is drawing 
more and more spectators and buyers It was 
revealed by the SITRA organising committee 
sources that half way through the fair negotia¬ 
tions worth $722 million were reported and out 
of which contracts totalling $164 3 million had 
already been signed. More negotiations and 
contracts are expected in the second half of the 
fair. The government and businesses alike said 
that korea will be able to earn on-the-spot 
contracts worth $1 billion during the fair 
Trade Fair Authority of India is participating in 
the fair with a variety of exhibits, the main items 



of which ere: Machine tools, construction 
machinery, mining power equipment, transport 
equipment, diesel engines and pumps; steel 
tubes and pipes, consultancy services, textile 
machinery and consumer items like, chemical 
products, textile, sporting goods, leather goods, 
plastic goods, processed foods, handicrafts, 
etc 


Korea Attends 
UN Assembly 
Meeting 


M INISTER of Foreign Affairs Lee Bum-suk 
will be attending the 37th UN General 
Assembly meeting. During his stay m 
New York. Minister Lee will meet Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar and exchange 
views on international developments and the 
political situation on the Korean peninsula. He 
will also meet the U S Secretary of State 
George Schultz in New York. 

Minister Lee will have a series of talks with a 
dozen foreign ministers in New York and will 
discuss matters of mutual concern They in¬ 
clude foreign ministers of Brazil, West Ger¬ 
many Franco. Peru and India 
As a follow up measure of President Chun 
Doo Hwan's recent tour of African nations, 
Minister Lee will sign Korea's admission to the 
African Development Bank. 

Minister Lee will also make an official visit to 
Britain at the invitation of his counterpart 
Francis Pym, from October 3 to 6. 


Quality products exhibited at the 
SITRA '82 were the result of a 
combination of skill and technical 
sophistication Korea possess Here 
in the picture on the left President 
Chun taking very keen interest in the 
National SkiH Contest held recently 
Below is a partial view of the SITRA 
82 complex 


August 15 
National 
Liberation Day 


A UGUST 15. as in the case of India, is the 
most significant day in the history of 
Korea. It is the National Liberation Day. It 
also happens to be the day on which the 
democratic government in Korea was launched 
34 years ago. • 

In a statement made to mark the occasion, 
President Chun Doo Hwan said: 

"It is of special significance for us to greet 
this 37th Liberation Day at a time when the 
nation is vigorously emerging on the world 
scene and when both our sense of national 
pride and resolve to uphold it are stronger than 
ever before 

"History clearly shows how futile it can be for 
a weak nation to cry for peace and dignified 
independence We have learned this through 
trying experience The great lesson of liberation 
day should be that if we are resentful and 
chagrined at the past, we should be all the more 
intensely determined to build up national 
strength " 

"I believe that the historic meaning of August 
15 is to be found in the fact that this particular 
day saw two liberations—the liberation from 
oppression by an alien people and the liberation 
from hereditary monarchy. 

"As you know well, the liberation on August 
15, 1945 enabled us to reaffirm our spirit of 
independence. I am convinced that this spirit of 
independence must serve as the basic principle 
by which to solve the unification question. This 
basic spirit would be gravely violated if we were 
to repeat the tragedy of fratricide or the futile 
confrontation any longer. Firmly upholding the 
principle of self-determination of peoples, I 
believe that the time has come when we must 
demonstrate to the whole world that we are 
capable of solving by ourselves the question of 
unification—the most cherished goal of all 
Koreans. 







Minister of Fore- 
ign Affairs Lae 
Bumsok shakes 
hands with UN 
Secretary General 
Javier Perez de 
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their meeting at 
UN headquarters; 
end below right. 
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Broadcasting Day 


A DDRESSING a gathering at the 19th 
Broadcasting Day, in Seoul Minister of 
Culture and Information Lee Jm-hie urged 
those in the broadcasting media to make every 
effort to realize the ideas of "public broadcast¬ 
ing" which was introduced ‘mto Korea 20 
months ago 

Emphasising the role of broadcasting in 
people's daily lives, which he said is equivalent 
to that of tap water, electricity and gas to 
modern day people, the minister called upon all 
people concerned with broadcasting to always 
keep in mind the importance of their work. 

"Broadcasting, especially that of TV, has 
every effect on us and intervenes in our 
perception of things and the formation of our 
values." Minister Lee stressed. 

He said that broadcasting now exercises a 
great influence on the formation of people's 
personalities and characteristic traits who main¬ 
ly depend on broadcasting for information and 
entertainment. 

The Korean broadcasting stations went under 
public management on Dec. 1. 1980, "for 



making them useful to public interests and for 
raising their efficiency and impartiality" 

Asserting that there has been too much 
competition for more viewers in commercial 
broadcasting, the minister said "the public 
management could eliminate some of the 
exceeding competition between radio-TV sta¬ 
tions. 

"The situation now-a-days demands that we, 
working in broadcasting, have a sense of 
responsibility, a clear aim and right values," the 
minister stated 


Japan Promises 
Text Book 
Correction 

T HE Korean government recently an¬ 
nounced that it regards the promise by 
Japan to take the responsibility tor correct¬ 
ing the disputed passages in their textbooks as 
"an affirmative response" to repeted demands 
by the government for corrections and to 
Korean public opinion on the matter 
Minister of Culture and Information Lee 
Jin-hie, in his capacity as government spokes¬ 
man, made these remarks when he announced 
the basic government stance over the Seoul- 
Tokyo history textbook dispute. 

The statement said the Japanese govern¬ 
ment replied in a memorandum on August 26 
that it would correct the disputed textbook 
accounts under its responsibility. 

The government received a Japanese reply to 
its demands for a correction of erroneous 
historical descriptions of the textbooks which 
will go into use in Japan in 1983, it was learned. 

According to Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
source, the reply came in a memorandum to the 
aide-memoire which was sent to the Tokyo 
government in early August. 


Domestic 
Production 
Of Jet Fighter 


K OREA opened a new chapter in its aero- 
industry and national security by test-flying 
the first domestically manufactured ultra¬ 
modern jet fighter aircraft 
The two-seat Northrop F5F assembled by 
Korean Air Lines (KAL) made its maiden flight at a 
southeastern military air base on September 9. 

President Chun Doo Hwan, Mmiser of Nation¬ 
al Defence Yoon Sung-min, members of the 
National Assembly, committees of national 
Defence and commerce and industry and other 
VIPs who witnessed the test flight sent hearty 
applause to the newly produced jet fighter 
christened "Chegong" (Sky Master) when it 
took off. 



The locally assembled fighter that rolled off 
the line and was delivered to the ROK Air Force 
is the most modem aircraft developed by North¬ 
rop of the United States, nicknamed Tiger II. 


Independence Hell 
To Be Built In Seoul 

A N "independence hall," which will display 
various relics, photos, paintings, films and 
other materials related to the history of 
Korea's independence movement during the 
36-year colonial rule by Japan will be estab¬ 
lished soon "in the name of the Korean 
people " 

Construction works will start some time next 
year to open it by Liberation Day on August 15 
in 1987 

It was decided to hold a nationwide campaign 
to raise the funds needed to construct the 
independence hall which will become a place 
"where the Korean people can learn the wis¬ 
dom for future prosperity through the past 
expenences of their ancestors." 

According to the plans, the hall will be set up 
by private hands, with the funds raised from 40 
million Koreans at home and the 3 million 
residing outside Korea. 
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SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS 


President Chun 
Renews Call For 
S-N Summit 

S PEAKING at the ceremony marking the 
37th anniversay of the national liberation at 
the Sejong Cultural Centre, President 
Chun Doo Hwan renewed his earlier call for an 
inter-Korea summit and opening of the two 
societies "If both sides keep their doors closed 
as they do now and avoid contact with each 
other, national reconciliation and unification will 
be delayed that much longer." 

President Chun made it clear that Koreans 
living in any part of the Communist world, 
including North Korea, can "freely and safely 
travel to and from the Republic of Korea' with 
such free travel to be "absolutely" guaranteed 
"It is my conviction that only when anyone of 
Korean extraction can freely travel to and from 
his homeland, regardless of the ideology or 
political system to which he may subscribe or 
his place of residence," the President said, 
"can we effectively promote fraternal love and 
speed up efforts toward national reconcilia¬ 
tion " 

He added that this will no doubt ultimately 
become th£ driving force of national unification. 

South Korea Again 
Urges Resumption 

Of Red Cross Talks 

Y OO CHANG-SOON, new president of the 
Korean National Red Cross (KNRC) urged 
the North Korean Red Cross to promptly 
agree to the unconditional resumption of the 
South-North Red Cross Conference to discuss 
and solve, with a fresh outlook, the issue of 10 
million separated family members. 

In a special statement issued on August 12 to 
mark the 11th anniversary of the KNRC's 
proposal for a South-North Red Cross Confer¬ 
ence aimed at bringing about the reunion of 
separated Korean family members, he also 
called on the North Korean Red Cross to 
immediately reopen the direct telephone line 
already installed between Seoul and Pyongyang 
as well as the functions of the Conference 
Liaison Office at Panmunjom. 


As a result of the proposal, a dialogue began 
between the South and the North for the first 
time in a quarter century of territorial division in 
1971. A direct South-North telephone line was 
installed across the DMZ, giving all dispersed 
family members a hope of reunion, and of 
eventual national unification. 

North Korea, however, mercilessly frustrated 
this ardent wish of all the people by unilaterally 
announcing suspension of the dialogue on 
August 28, 1973, only one year after the 
inception of plenary talks. 

Despite such action, the Republic of Korea 
National Red Cross has time and again urged 
the North Korean Red Cross to unconditionally 
resume the South-North Red Coss Conference, 
in compliance with the fervent wishes of the 10 
million dispersed family members, and of the 
entire people. To expedite a solution to the 
question of separated families, the Republic of 
Korea National Red Cross proposed an initial 



Yoo Chang soon, president of the Korean National 
Red Cross 


"project to search for aged parents" and other 
pilot projects such as "exchange of family 
pictures," "exchange of groups of tomb visi¬ 
tors. " and the creation of a reunion center and 
an office for the exchange of postal items at 
Panmunjom. Moreover, hoping for a break¬ 
through, the Republic of Korea National Red 
Cross has, on a number of occasions, proposed 
a meeting between the chief delegates to the 
South-North Red Cross Conference, or a meet¬ 
ing between the Red Cross presidents of the 
two sides. 

However, none of these efforts have come to 
fruition due to the intransigence of North Korea. 
The initiatives that our National Red Cross has 
persistently offered are of the kind that can be 
put into action easily if only North Korea shows 
a spark of interest and humanitarianism in the 
settlement of the issue of dispersed families. 

Accordingly. "I again urge the North Korean 
Red Cross to agree to the unconditional re¬ 
sumption of the South-North Red Cross Confer-' 
ence so that the delegates of the two Red 
Cross societies can sit face to face again to 


discuss and solve, with a fresh outlook, the 
issue of the 10 million separated family mem¬ 
bers. 

"I also believe that the direct telephone line 
already installed between Seoul and Pyongyang 
should be reopened, and the functions of the 
Conference Liaison Office at Panmunjom re¬ 
stored. I am looking forward to an affirmative arid 
sincere response from the North Korean Red 
Cross. 

"At the same time, I wish to express my 
deep regret at North Korea's failure to return 
the 35 crewmen of the fishing boat, "Mansan- 
ho No 5". 

"It has been one month since their abduction 
on July 13 while fishing in the East Sea. I again 
ask that, in the spirit of Red Oross humanitarian- 
ism and brotherhood, the North Korean Red 
Cross take the lead in securing the early return 
of these fishermen to their gnef-stricken fami¬ 
lies. 

"I also urge that the North Korean Red Cross 
positively cooperate to obtain the early return of 
not only the crewmen of the "Masan-ho No. 5" 
but also the 406 other fishermen who have 
been unlawfully abducted since 1954 and who 
have been held captive in North Korea until thiy 
time. 

Separated 
Families Day 

T HE central association of Koreans who 
came to the South from North Korea urged 
the North Korean regime to accept the 
"Formula for National Reconciliation and Demo¬ 
cratic Unification" proposed by President Chun 
Doo Hwan on Jan. 22 this year, at a ceremony 
commemorating the first "Separated Families, 
Day" held in Seoul recently. 

Kim Yon-gyu, president of the association, 
asked the participants at the ceremony held at 
the Tongil Hoegwan (Unification Hall) in Seoul 
to wage a systematic campaign to recover their 
hometowns and once again meet their families 
and relatives in the North. 

Saying that the solution to the problems of 
the 10 million separated Koreans could not be 
expected in the near future because of the 
North Korean regime's intransigent attitude, 
Kim asked for appropriate mediation efforts for. 
the renewal of the suspended South-North Red 
Cross Talks by the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, the United Nations and Amnesty 
International. * 

The participants at the ceremony urged in a 
message to the North Korean compatriots to 
make strenuous efforts to realize the national 
reunification within this generation. They also 
asked the North Korean regime to accept 
President Chun's January 22 proposal for uni¬ 
fying the nation. 

The association adopted a resolution asking 
the North to agree with the South's call for the 
resumption of the South-North Red Cross talks. 



INDO-KOREAN RELATIONS _ IndiMI TV 

Ambassador Kim Spsaks At Manufacturers 

Lucknow Intornatlonal Centro ** Jolnt 


A MBASSADOR Chung-Tai Kim addressed 
the members of the "international Cen¬ 
tre - in Kanpur. U.P.. on August 10. 1982. 
at the invitation of the Chairman of the Centre 
Professor H.N. Mishra. Ambassador Kim spoke 
extensively about his country in general and its 
links with India from time immemorial. 

Striking a similarity of sufferings of both Korea 
and India under foreign dominance, he said, "Like 
you, we Koreans not only resolutely 
opposed the foreign rule, but also fought 
against the insidious attempts of those striving 
to infiltrate into distinctive Korean culture and 
seeking to destroy its integrity. 

Narrating the ordeal of the division of 
Korea into South and North and India's role in 
diffusing the tension in the area, Ambassador 
Kim recalled: "We are greately indebted to the 
people of India in many ways, in the event of 
the formation of our Republic and the ensuing 
hostilities between the South and the North. 
For the people of my generation, the role played 
by your great country in Korean Affairs on many 
occasions is a part of our living memory. 

"India demonstrated its commitment to the 
U.N. Security Council resolution of 1950 by 
dispatching a medical and ambulance team 
which rendered service not only to the com¬ 
batants. but also to the civilians in need of 
medical aid and attention. I take this opportunity 
to pay my humble tribute to those Indians who 
worked in the ambulance team. 

"When the war ended in 1953, India had 
another hand in sorting out the tangled affairs of 
the Korean people. During the war 22,000 
combatants, mostly North Koreans, were held 
prisoners-of-war. The problem was to find a 
way to enable these prisoners to exercise their 
option to go, without fear or favour, to the place 
of their choice. India shared this responsibility 
as Chairman of the Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission which was entrusted with the task 
of ascertaining the wishes of these prisioners- 
ofwar. General K.S. Thimayya, who chaired the 
Commission, won the hearts of the Korean 
people with the expeditious manner »n which he 
steered the work of the Commission." 

After describing the events leading to the 
unfortunate division of the country, Ambassa¬ 
dor Kim went on in detail to the latest series of 
proposals made by President Chun Doo Hwan 
urging the North Korean leaders to resume 
dialogue as a preliminary to find a solution to the 
unification question. The Ambassador express¬ 
ed his sincere" appreciation to the government 
of India for the sympathy it has shown for my 
Government's approach to the unification of 
Korea." 

He added: "During the visit of our Foreign 
Minister to India earlier this year, your Minister 
of External Affairs. His Excellency Mr. P.V. 
KOREAN NEWS SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER '82 


Narasimha Rao, expressed the Indian Govern¬ 
ment’s full support for the efforts toward a 
peaceful unification of our nation. Previously 
also, at the meeting of Foreign Minister's 
Conference of the Non-aligned Countries, held 
in February last year in Delhi, the Government 
of india made its stand clear when North Korea 
raised the issue of unification of Korea." 

In his closing remarks, the Korean Ambassa¬ 
dor expressed "the hope of my Government for 
an ever-deepening friendship and a more exten¬ 
sive economic cooperation between our two 
countries." 

Taekwondo 
Gains Popularity 
In India 


T HE Taekwondo Federation of India (TFI). 
affiliate of the World Taekwondo Federa¬ 
tion. is organising an All India Taekwondo 
Training and Coaching Camp from September 
15 to 30. at the Taekwondo School run by the 
TFI in Lucknow. 

The Taekwondo Federation of India was 
established in 1978 and it has 12 State Associa¬ 
tions as its members. These associations are in 
U.P., Karnataka, Tamitnadu, Maharashtra, Gu¬ 
jarat, Andhra Pradesh, Manipur. Delhi. Megha¬ 
laya. Assam. Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. 
The TFI works for the promotion of this martial 
art which has its origin in Korea. The TFI has 
been organising periodical national-level cham¬ 
pionships. The 1983 championships will be 
organised by the Delhi Taekwondo Association 
in Delhi. 


H S. BHATTY, president of India TV Manufac¬ 
turer's Association (ITMA), has strongly 
suggested that Korean and Indian electro¬ 
nic firms form joint ventures for the sake of 
mutual interests. 

"With low wage rates for skilled assemblers 
and electronic engineers," Bhatty said, "there 
is great scope for joint ventures in India as 
imports are restrictive." 

In an interview in Seoul he said, "It is 
advisable for Korean companies to make in¬ 
roads into the huge Indian market of 750 million 
people 

He estimated the yearly demand for colour 
and black and white television sets in India at 
250,000 to 300,000 and 750.000 units. As 
incomes increase in India, he said, the demand 
for colour TV sets will grow. 


Kani Attantfi 
Calcutta Caaferanca 


K OREA will be participating in the 1st Asian 
Conference organised by the International 
Committee for Literature Museums at 
Calcutta in December this year. The Conference 
scheduled to be held from December 8 to 12 
will be attended by representatives from diffe¬ 
rent parts of the world, particularly from the 
Asian region. Korea will be represented by Mr. 
Cho Byung-soon. Director of the Sung-Am 
Archives of Classical Literature. The conference 
will discuss vanous aspects of the conservation 
of classical literature and other related topics. 
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Competitors §t the 3rd Indian National Taekwondo Competition held at Lucknow 
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The following trading com¬ 
panies exhibit their products 
at the pavilion: 
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1 BANCO SANGSA CO., LTD. 

Lucky Bldg., 537, 5-ka. Namdaemun-Ro, Chung-ku, Seoul, Korea. 
C.PO. Box 1899, Seoul, Korea 
Tel: 778-2473/5 (Seoul) Cable- FOURCLOVER SEOUL 
Telex : BANDO K27266, K27470, K23708/9 
Exhibit Hems: Speakers, Compressor, Tuner, BAA/-CRT, Colour 
TV, Radio Cassette, Tape Recorder, Chemicals. 
Dyestuffs, Tungsten Blank 

2 . DAEWOO CORPORATION 

541. 5-ka, •NamdaemunrvRo, Chung-Ku, Seoul, Korea 
C P 0 Box 2810, Seoul, Korea 
Tel . 771 -91 (Seoul) Cable DAEWOO SEOUL 
Telex : DAEWOO K23341/5, K24295 ' 

1 New Delhi Office: 211, Surya Kiran Bldg , Kasturba Gandhi Marg, 
New Delhi 110 001 

Tel. : 312535. 320017, Telex 031-5011 STTB IN 
Bombay Office: 1105, Maker Chamber 5. Nariman Point, Bombay 
400 001. 

Tel. : 224343. 225736 

Exhibit heme: Industrial sewing Machine, Plastic Resins, Colour ft 
BAA/ TV, Electronic Components. Wall Clock. Gar¬ 
ments. Footwear 

3 DAEWOO SHIPBUILDING ft HEAVY MACHINERY LTD. 

541,5-Ka, Namdaemun-Ro, Chung-Ku, Seoul, Korea 
C P.O. Box 6208, Seoul, Korea. 

Tel : 779-0761/9 (Seoul) 

Cable: DWOKPO BUSAN 498 KOREA 
Telex: DWOKPO K22213. K24698 

Bombay Office: 1105, Maker Chamber 5, Nariman Point, Bombay 
400 021 * 

Tel. : 224343. 225736 

fxhlbit hwp: Submersible/Jack-up Drilling Rig, Chemical ft Oil 


Prime Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi visited tha Korea Pavilion at the last fair in 1981 On her left are Ambassador Chung - lei Kim and Tra 
Pair Authority Chairman Mohammed Yunus 

Tanker. Bulk Carrier, Crane Barge, Production 
Platform. 

4. GOLD STAR ELECTRIC CO.. LTD. 

3 -ku, Seoul, Korea. 537, 5-ka, Namdaemun-Ro, Chung-Ku, Seoul, Korea 

C.PO. Box 3792, Seoul Korea. 

SEOUL Tel. : 753-9624, 777-4370 (Seoul) 

Cable • GOLDWAVE SEOUL. Telex ■ GSWAVE K 28295 
BAA/-CRT, Colour Exhibit Iteme: PCM Terminal Equipment, VHF/UHF Band Radio 

:order, Chemicals. Equipment, Walki-Talki, Telephone set, Mine de¬ 

tecting set. 

5. GOLDEN-BELL TRADING CO., LTD. 

60-1. 3-Ka. Chungmu-Ro, Chung-Ku, Seoul, Korea. 

Korea C.P.O. Box 7423, Seoul. Korea. 

Tel : 272-5021/30 (Seoul) Cable: GOLDENTRAMITE SEOUL 
>UL Telex : KOMITE K27453. K22935 

New Delhi Office: B-9/20, Vasant Vihar, New Delhi/110 057. 
jrba Gandhi Marg, TeL 671686, Telex: 031 -4426 KTRA IN 

Exhibit Items: PVC Resin ft products. Bearings, Conveyor system, 

B IN Grinding Machine, 

lan Point. Bombay 6. HYUNDAI CORPORATION 

485-1. Shinsa-Dang, Kangnam-Ku, Seoul, Korea. 

C.P.O Box 8943, Seoul, Korea. 

c Resins, Colour ft Tel. : 562-4141/70 Cable : HDSANGSA SEOUL 

. Wall Clock. Gar- Telex : HDCORP K23175/7, HYUNDAI K23111/5 

Bombay Office: Room No. 501 ft 502, President Hotel, 90 Caffe 
VERY LTD. Parade. Bombay 400 005. 

xea Tel. : 219141 

Exhibit Items: PONY Sedan, Bulk Carrier, Tanker, Drilling Shijv 
Off-shore facilities. Tin ptstbr Copper products, : 
H-Beam, Welding Eledtrddes, Cemertt 
7. HVUNCWM.HptVY INOUSTMlS CO.. LTO. . 
an Point, Bombay 1-1, 1-ka, Chong-ro, Chongro^w, Seoul, Korea. V 

« 1 K.P.O. Sox 12. Sedtil,, Kcwe#- 

Tel. : 1/iO y,• 




IMK'Iwms Coal HancBrnu Systaro, il8 Cram. Container Crane, 
v' i' ' ’-*• ■ FJoattoa CravM. 

MACHtf«Rrco v Lm 

468*4. Maiang-Oong, ^ngdo^Ku. Seoul / 

^ Tel: 293-1100,3400 ISeouft 

> IbiiiMlA itMw: speed automatic Forrri$ft> Seeling Machine 

> > (PP.PE.HDPE film}; fun amomadc ForttvFiW Side 

Swing Machine <PP,PE,M0Rfc Film), 

;8;M 

45,> Mukyo^onp, Chung-Ku. Seoul, Korea. 

: C.Pj 6. Box 1062, Seoul, Korea. 

Tel : 771-67 (Seoul) Cable : KKKTRADE SEOUL 
1 * Telex : KKKTRDG K23226, K24487, KOLON K26691 

Exhibit Heme: GJ, Steel Sheet, C.R. Steel Sheet Tin Plate. Steel 
Pipe. Stainless Steel Circle, Aluminium Foil, Che¬ 
mical. P.E. bag. 

10 KUKJC CORPORATION 

H. 1-ka, Chong-Ro, Chongro-Ku, Seoul, Korea. 

C.P.O. Box 747, Seoul Korea. 

Tel, : 771-61 (Seoul) Cable: KUKJECO SEOUL 
Telex : KUKJECO K27251. K26548, K23702 
Exhibit Rems: Chemicals (Epoxy resin, Pigment. Dyestuffs etc), 
Plywood, Duplex Board. Rubber belt. PVC Flooring, 
Steel Products, Copper/Brass Sheet. Tin plates. 
11. SAMMI8A CO., LTD. 

10. Kwanchul-Dong. Chongro-ku. Seoul, Korea. 

C.P.O. Box 1434, Seoul, Korea. 

Tel. : 725-6911/9 (Seoul) Cable: SAMMISA SEOUL 

Telex : SAMMISA K24501, K23653, K23196 

Bombay Office: 117. Mittal Chambers. Nariman Point. Bombay 

400 021. 

Tel. : 223847. Telex ; 011-4307 ATC IN 
Exhibit Itema: Stainless 6teel Sheets. Circles. Round Bar. Tool 
Steel Round Bar. Stainless Steel Seamless pipe 
12 SAMSUNG CO., LTD. 

250, 2-ka. Taepyung-Ro, Chung-Ku, Seoul, Korea 
C.P.O. Box 1144, Seoul Korea. 

Tel. : 771-33 (Seoul) Cable : STARS SEOUL 

Telex : STARS K23657, K23302, K23169 

New Delhi Office: 7-D. Vandhana Building, 7th Floor. 11 Tolstoy 

Marg< New Delhi 110 001. 

Tel. : 42905. 42906 Telex : 031-3825 MOST IN 
Exhttift Heme: Video/Audio items. Home appliances, CRT Display 
Monitor. 


13. SAN QOK MACHINERY MFG. COL, LTD. 

6264 Donae*Ri, Wondang-Eup, Goyang-kun, Kyungki-Do, Korea 
(SOUTH). K.P.O. Box 673, Seoul, Korea. 

Tel. : 372-5764, 5766/7 (Seoul) 

Cable : SANGOK MACHINE SEOUL 

Exhibit Itema:' Tanning Machine, Band Knife Splitting Machine. 
Hydraulic Open Ended Shaving Machine. 

14. S8ANGYONG CORPORATION t 

24-1, 2-Ka, Jeo-Dong, Chung-Ku. Seoul. Korea. 

C.P.O. Box 409. Seoul Korea. 

Tel. : 274-2740/89 Cable : TWINDRA SEOUL 
.. Telex ; TWINDRA K28442. K24630. K23258 

New Delhi Office: 903. New Delhi House, 27-Barakhamba Road, 
. Mew Delhi 110 001. 

Ter; : 43p42, 42686 Telex : 031-4113 fRIB IN 
Exhttrtt torn*: Industrial Hosiery Machine, Magnetic Cassette 
Tape, Cement, Cylinder, Plastic Resin. Telephone 
cable. 

15. 3WU1AW'CRAFT COMPANY 

ftl, BtjMHanglDeftQ, Qn»ng 4 Cu. Seoul. Korea 
• • : Box Seoul;' Kora#.'- 

til. : 7SMJ&3. 763-Ml# (Seoul) . 
f ; &&•: FRPSHIP SEOUL Teh* SWAU.<?W K27462 

\ V' V/Vl' a 'j-*. . ‘o' •' .■ i 

r. „ ' , *V.'nr. ,■ ■ ,.*V . 


Joint Ventures In 
Third Countries Urged 


T HE director of the 
Indian Pavilion at the 
Seoul International 
Trade Fair (SITRA '82). R K 
Mishra. said in an interview 
in Seoul that Korea and 
India could explore wide 
opportunity of joint venture 
projects in third countries 
based on their com¬ 
plementary economies He 
explained that the most 
promising area for the joint 
ventures will be the Middle 
East and then Africa 
Asked about the fields 
for the materialisation of 
the joint advance, Mr. Mis¬ 
hra said: "Engineering in¬ 
dustry and pharmaceutical field will be most demanding " 

"I am really overwhelmed by the love and affection showered by the 
Korean people towards us and interest shown by them in Indian 
products Our pavilion is constantly full of streams of inquisitive and 
interested visitors. I am really happy to be here in Seoul", Mr, Mishra 
expiessed his satisfaction He added "India and Korea are proud 
of their ancient past and are developing fast in multifarious directions of 
modern science, technology, industry and trade The trade between 
India and Korea has increased seven fold during the period of past five 
years I am confident that SITRA '82 will further strengthen and develop 
the trade and economic ties between the two countries " He stressed 
that the number and volume of trade enquiries received by the 
participants in Indian pavilion was very encouraging and they were 
confident of concluding good business 
Mr Rajkumar. commercial attache at the Indian Embassy in Seoul, 
also explained that Korea and India have much to share with each other 
to promote their mutual benefit 

With an area of more than 500 square metres Indian Pavilion is one of 
the three biggest pavilions at SITRA '82 Trade Fair Authority of India, 
has organised the Indian participation at the fair 
The director of the Indian pavilion said that he received trade 
enquiries not only from Korea but also from the United States, United 
Kingdom and Nigeria "In conclusion I can say that SITRA '82 has been a 
good arena to locate the markets", he added. 








Traditional Handicrafts 

Reflects Korean Ingenuity 


Seme of the traditional handicraft articles and a few i eproduct ions of tin: selfections 
in Korea s museums will he exhibited at tin* Asuid festival of Visual Arts it Ivdundru 
Hhavan in New Delhi from November 00 to December /, 198/* 
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Decorated Ox horn 
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Mott,nr of-Pearl 
Lacquer ware 




during the Koryo Dynasty (918-1392). 

Brightly coloured, hwagsk pieces were often 
more flamboyant than mother-of-pearl lacquer- 
wares and considered more suited to female 
tastes. Designs were much the same as those 
found in folk paintings and included flowers, 
birds, tigers, and dragons. The ten longev¬ 
ity symbols—the sun, mountains, water, rocks, 
clouds, pines, pulloch'o (fungus of immortality), 
turtles, cranes, and deer—were also favourite 
items as were peonies and peacocks symboliz¬ 
ing riches and honour, and lotus and ducks 
representing conjugal love. 

Ceramics 

MONG Korean crafts, ceramics has the 
longest history dating to neolithic times 
when a low-fired pottery decorated with 
comb marks developed. From around B.C. 100 
higher temperature firing developed and comb 
marks gradually disappeared. Black, red, and 
grey pottery appeared during the Bronze Age 
and the early Iron Age. 

Dark grey in colour, the pottery of the Three 
Kingdoms period (B.C 57-935 A.D) was fired 
upto 1200°C and was thus much finer and 
lighter. Few pieces remain from the kingdom of 
Koguryo (B C. 37-668 A.D.) and Paekche (B.C. 
18-660 A.D.) but many fine pieces, forerunners 
of the famous Koryo celadons, remain from the 
Silla Kingdom (B C 18- 668 A D ). 

Most characteristic of Silla wares is its 
ornamentation, produced by the use of stamps, 
of elaborately engraved designs formed of 
lines, dots, single and double circles, flowers, 
clouds, and arabesques Many of the Silla 
pieces have high pedestals with regularly 
spaced rectangular perforations The use of 
glazes did not appear until the latter years of the 
Silla period when a greenish glaze emerged 
with the production of photo-celadons. 

Operated by the Court, kilns experimented 
with firing techniques and glazing Chinese 
influence over shapes and decoration gradually 
disappeared and a unique green glaze became 
identified with pottery of the Koryo Dynasty 
Toward the 12th century, the semi-opaque 
glaze became even more transparent and the 
plain surface, characteristic of the previous 
century was decorated with delicate designs 
done in relief, incised, or inlaid. Such works 
were highly praised and cherished by the Sung 
Chinese who referred to the celadon glaze as 
the "secret color of Kao-li (Koryo)" 

The delicate, refined, and beautifully coloured 
Koryo wares gave way to the rather simple, 
robust forms of the unsophisticated style of the 
Yi (Choson) Dynasty (1392-1910). Among Yi 
wares, two styles predominate: punching or 
mishima as it is known in Japan and the West, 
developing from celadon and white porcelain 
resulting in dual influence of Koryo white wares 
and Chinese white porcelain of the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644). Both were produced 
concurrently from the beginning of the period 
but punching flourished in the earlier part of 
the dynasty and gradually disappeared while 
white porcelain survived into the late years. 
White porcelain was always favoured for use in 
ceremonies and by the court while punch'ong, 
though sometimes made for official purpose, 
was considered common ware. 


Matalcraft 

RNAMENTAL knives are small enough to 
be held in the palm of the hand and are 
intended for decoration as well as for 
miscellaneous use. Men hung the knives from 
their belts along with change purses and glass 
cases, while women carried them in their 
purses. Onginally they were intended to be 
used in time of personal danger and especially 
for women to protect their chastity. Dunng the 
Hideyoshi invasion (1592-98), for instance, 
there are many stories of upper-class women 
either stabbing Japanese soldiers to death or 
committing suicide with ornamental knives. 

Ornamental knives were made in the same 
way as other knives Although the shape has 
changed slightly from time to time, the knives 
are essentially the same today as in the past. 
Iron knives have been in existence in Korea 
since iron culture was introduced into the 
peninsula several centuries before Christ Dag¬ 
gers and knives decorated with gold and silver 
which were produced in the Three Kingdoms 
and the Koryo period are still in existence. 

Bamboo Pipes: It is believed that tobacco 
was introduced into Korea in the early 17th 
century following the Hideyoshi Invasion At 
first, only the upper class smoked, and tradi¬ 
tionally, they used a long pipe made of bamboo 
The mouthpiece could be made of brass, 
bronze, oxidized copper, jade, ivory or oxhorn, 
however, the most common material was 
white brass often decorated with gold, silver or 
oxidized copper The bowl was most often 
made of white brass although plain brass, 
bronze and even porcelain were sometimes 
used. 

Maedup 

RNAMENTAL knots or maedup were once 
such an integral part of day-to-day living that 
government workshops employed artisans 
to execute such works. Maedup was used not 
only for personal accessories such as purses, 
perfume bags, and belts but also for interior 
decoration, the decoration of musical instru¬ 
ments and royal sedan chairs among others It 
was also utilised in rituals, for example as symbol 
of the Soul of a deseased. 

Although this skill originally came from China, 
it was further developed into a unique system 
of colour and design. At a glance maedup 
design seem very complicated but each knot, 
over 30 types, has an express order and name. 
Well-made pieces have perfect symmetry and 
are identical in appearance whether viewed 
from the front or the back. 

Embroidery 

MBROIDERY is an art practiced by Korean 
women from time immemorial as an outlet 
for creative energies, as a means to 
express religious devotion and as a way to 
decorate both the home and personal clothing. 
Women of all classes learned the art of 
embroidery creating many sophisticated works 
of art along with numerous colourful decora¬ 
tions of a simpler nature. In fact, embroidery 
was considered an appropriate from of disci¬ 
pline for the proper young lady to master before 
marriage and an acceptable outlet for the 


married woman, both of whom were expected 
to occupy themselves within the home. 

Traditionally, embroidery was not used on 
items used by men but was exclusively for the 
women's quarters and for children. Among the 
most common embroidered items were pillow 
ends, draperies, folding screens and boxes and 
chests decorated with embroidered silk. The 
most popular designs were flowers, birds, the 
Chinese characters for longevity (su) and bles¬ 
sings (bok) and the ten longevity symbols 
(turtles, cranes, deer, pine, bamboo, fungus of 
immortality, stone, water, clouds and the sun). 

Grass Products 

S Korea has been primarily agranan, it is 
only natural that grass handicrafts de¬ 
veloped. Mats, summer hats, strings, 
cushions and the like were common items 
made from grasses. Reeds, arrowroot vines, 
and straw were often used while sedge and 
rush were cultivated expressly for such pur¬ 
poses. 

Most notable among the grass products are 
sedge and rush mats which are highly suitable 
to the ondol or heated floor system that 
developed some 2500 years ago. During the 
Silla Dynasty (B.C. 57-935 AD) there was 
even a government operated workshop for 
making’these most necessary items and histor¬ 
ical records show that such mats were favourite 
gifts for visiting dignitaries. 

Even better than sedge, rush was another 
material used for such articles. Sedge required 
splitting but rush could be used as it was and 
was also more flexible. As wild rush is short in 
length, ancient courts encouraged its cultivation 
to produce longer varieties. Mats made of rush 
were higly prized and dunng the Koryo Dynasty 
rush mats decorated with flower and dragon 
designs were always among gifts to the Yuan 
Court of China. 

Tungme was a special type of mat made of 
rush and stuffed with the soft fibers of the 
cattail plant. About four to five centimeters in 
thickness with edges covered in silk, tungme 
were used in the summer while silk mats were 
used in winter. 

As most articles made of rush were for the 
Court, the cultivation or rush practically ceased 
from lack of demand and funding with the fall of 
the Yi or Choson Dynasty (1392-1910). The 
making of sedge mats and other items con¬ 
tinued but not so profusely and even today 
most grass products are of sedge. 

Musical Instruments 

K OREA'S musical instruments have a char¬ 
acter unique to Korea Korean music had 
developed throughout the ages and 
alongwith that the production of musical instru¬ 
ments has also acquired sophistication through 
the expert hands. Kayagum the twelve stringed 
zither is one of the most representative string 
instruments Haegum or the two stringed fiddle 
is also used as an important melodic instru¬ 
ment in Korean music ensembles. Musical 
instruments have been traditionally considered 
handicraft works and they have become popular' 
handicraft items. 








KOREAN ART AND CRAFT 
At The Asiad Festival Of 
Performing And Visual Arts 

I NDIA and Korea are participating in a 
number of international fairs and festivals 
being held in both countries. The Trade 
Fair Authority of India participated in the Seoul 
International Trade Fair (SITRA *82) in Seoul. 

The Fair which was inaugurated on September 
24 came to a close on October 18. Many Indian 
firms are exhibiting their products at the Indian 
National Pavilion. Latest reports say that the 
Indian pavilion at the fair is attracting large 
number of businessmen and other visitors. 

Korea will be participating in the India Interna¬ 
tional Trade Fair '82 scheduled for the first 
week of November in New Delhi. Many Korean 
firms will exhibit their products at this fair. 

Participation in such fairs is bound to take both 
countries to the $1 billion trade volume target 
set by the India-Korea Joint Business Council. 

On the cultural front, the Asiad Festival of 
Performing Arts will be another occasion for 
Korean participation. A 35-member troupe from 
the Korean National Dance Company will be in 
Delhi during the Asian Games. The troupe is 



familar to music and dance lovers in India 
because of its endearing performances to 
packed houses during its visit to India in 1980. 

The dance troupe will also perform at Teen 
Murti House on November 14. the birthday of 
Pandit Jawahartal Nehru. Korea will also be 
participating in the children's book fair at the 
Teen Murti House. 

At the Asiad Festival of Visual Arts, where 
traditional craft items from the Asian Games 
participating countries would be exhibited 
Korea would contribute its fare share by send¬ 
ing traditional handicraft articles made by 
Korean craftsmen. 




C OUNTDOWN for the IX Asian Gamas is on 
and by the middle of November, New 
Delhi wilt be teaming with hundreds of 
athletes from different parts of Asia. Korea, 
which hosts the next Asian Games as well as 
the 1988 Olympic Games will be sending the 
strongest contingent to New Delhi, a total of 
429 members—404 sports stars ind 25 of¬ 
ficials. Korea's participation in the Games in 
India will be considered as a curtain raiser to the 
X Asian Games for the athletes from Korea. 
Everyone will be looking forward to a much 
superior performance from the Korean athletes 


than what they did at the Bangkok Games, four 
years ago. 

Ip Bangkok, Korea was placed third with an 
impressive tally of 69 medals, 18 golds, 20 
silvers and 31 bronzes. The largest number of 
15 medals went to shooters, followed by 9 in 
boxing. 5 each in cycling, fencing, table tennis 
and wrestling, 4 each in bowling and gymnas¬ 
tics. 3 each in swimming and tennis. 2 each in 
archery, athletics, basketball, volleyball and 
weight lifting and one in football. 

The medal tally shows that at the VIII Asian 
Games Korea's overall performance was good 
except in atheltics. It is expected that in New 
Delhi the Korean athletes would present a 
better performance, considering the fact that 
the special attention the Korean sports author- 
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SEOUL CULTURE SCENE 


National 
Music Festival 


T HE seventh National Music Festival of 
Korea was held from September 14 to 25 
at the Sejong Cultural Centre and the 
National Theater m Seoul. The opening concert 
received lavish applause from 3,900 people 
who packed the auditorium of the Sejong 
Cultural Centre main hall. 

The 1982 music festival, featured Lee Sung- 
ju's violin concert with the Seoul Philharmonic 
Orchestra on the opening night Ina Joost s 
cello and Ju-hee’s piano concerts with the 
Tokyo Symphony Orchestra accompanying 
them on the second and third day with "an 
evening with Isang Yun" on September 24 and 
25. 

Conducted by Francil Travis, the Korean 
Philharmonic Orchestra and a special chamber 
orchestra with Oboeist Heinz Holliger, played 
memorable pieces composed by Yun, now 
active in West Germany. 

Two young Korean women musicians, pianist 
Suh Ju-hee and violinist Lee Sung-ju attracted 
attention at the Seoul festival. 

Suh. 15, now attending the Curtis Institute of 
Music, began playing piano at the age of 4 and 
won five major Korean music awards before her 
departure to the United States for further study 
when she was nine She won the grand prizes 
at musical competitions sponsored by the New 
York Philharmonic Orchestra and the Phi- 
ladelphia Orchestra. Recently. Suh has display¬ 
ed her music talent abroad through a number of 
concerts with famous orchestras, including the 
New York Philharmonic Orchestra and the 
Philadelphia Orchestra conducted by Zubin 
Mehta. 

Lee Sung-ju, who went to the United States 
at the age of 10 and later graduated from the 
Julliard School of Music, played on the festival's 
opening night. 

Pianist Suh . toft; and nghi 



Cajligrapliic- 

Ceramic 

Exhibition 

A calligrapher-potter joint exhibition of calli¬ 
graphic ceramic works has been held at the 
Sejong Cultural Centre in Seoul recently. 
Career calligrapher Lee Woun-yong, 67, and 
potter Chung Duk-jae. 46, promoted the art 
event with the support of the daily Chosun llbo. 

On display at the exhibition were over 100 
items, mostly white porcelain They included 
incised, inlaid and openworked jars, vases, 
bowls and writing-brush stands. 

Potter Chung, a man of broad views and 
understanding of ancient art works of Korea, 
has made every endeavour to revive the original 
form and beauty of the Yi Dynasty white porce¬ 
lain After years of ardous effort he finally 
reaped the fruit of his labour, reproducing the 
beauty of the Yi Dynasty white porcelain, 
according to critics. 

On the surface of the ceramic works, calli¬ 
grapher Lee painted stanzas of well-known 
poems of Korea's celebrated poets including 
Kim Shi-sup, Chomg Mong-ju. Song Shi-yol and 
King Sejong of the Yi Dynasty. 

The calligrapher-potter joint works were 
harmonious and outstanding compared to simi¬ 
lar works which had been displayed by others in 
the past, said Song Chi-yong, president of the 
Korean Culture and Arts Foundation. 

Exhibition Of Art 
Works Of 
Independence 
Movement Leaders 

W ORKS of national independence 
movement leders were displayed 
posthumously at the Shinsegae De 1 - 
partment Store Art Gallery in Seoul. 


Conductor Francil Trams 




One of the calligraphic worki, at the exhibition 


The special exibition was prepared to com¬ 
memorate the 37th Independence Day. 

In line witij the recent text book issue caused 
by Japan's distortion of historical facts in new 
Japanese nistory textbooks for high school 
students, the exhibition, supported by the 
Korea Liberation Association, helped youngs¬ 
ters, who have no personal experience of 
Japanese colonial rule, remember the self- 
sacrificing spirit of the independence fighters. 

On display at the exhibition were a total of 30 
works of late independence fighters including 
calligraphic works, letters and collection of 
signatures. * 

The independent fighters whose works .were 
displayed included An Chung-kun (1879-1910) 
who killed Hirobumi Ito in 1909, Korean national 
leader Sohn Byong-hi (1861 -1921), representa¬ 
tive of the 33 signatories to Korea's Declaration 
of Independence on March 1, 1919, against 
Japanese rule, Kim Ku (1876-1949), Syngman 
Rhee (1875-1965), the first president of Korea, 
and Lee Shi-yong (1868-1963), the first vice 
president of Korea. 
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SEOUL INT'L MEETS _ 

Pharmacists 
Of Asia Mset 

T HE ninth congress of Federation of Asian 
Pharmaceutical Association (FAPA) was 
held in Seoul in August. Speaking at the 
opening day session, Hiroshi Nakajima, regional 
director for the western Pacific of the WHO 
called for the establishment of a mechanism for 
exchange of information on pharmaceuticals at 
inter-country and country levels and also be¬ 
tween the public and private sector. 

He added that "Since pharmaceuticals are 
produced and distributed worldwide by interna¬ 
tional and national pharmaceutical establish¬ 
ments. it is necessary to establish a mechanism 
for inter-country or country-level exchange of 
pharmaceutical information." 

The six-day biennial FAPA meeting in Seoul 
featured academic activities, an exhibition of 
medical items, and equipments, plus visits to 
Korean pharmaceutical research institutes and 
pharmaceutical companies in Seoul. Mr. Naka¬ 
jima also stressed primary health care and the 
role of pharmacists in achieving the goal of 
"Health for All by the Year 2000." adopted by 
the member states of WHO. * 

Cosponsored by the FAPA and the KPA, the 
Seoul congress marks the 18th anniversary of 
FAPA's founding in Manila in 1964 with the aim 
of promoting friendship and cooperation among 
Asian countries in the pharmaceutical field. 

Delegates from five non-member countries 
of FAPA, including the United States. Nigeria. 
Norway and New Zealand were taking part in 
the Seoul meeting which had the theme of 
"Pharmacy Practice for Better Health Service." 


World Peace 
Conference 

T HE Professors World Peace Academy of 
Korea held the 12th International Confer¬ 
ence on World Peace at the Chosun Hotel 
in Kyongju. The meeting which was organized 
to discuss "Visions for Asian Peace in the '80s" 
was attended by 60 professors and researchers 
from eight countries 

At the opening ceremony which was held in 
Seoul. Lee Hang-nyong president of the PWPA 
of Korea, said, "Even though the conference 
does not produce formidable results. I think that 
atleast the scholars involved will find a renewed 
desire to make their contribution toward the 
goal of peace " 

After the first-day meeting in Seoul they 
moved to Kyongju. ancient capital of the Silla 
Kingdom (B C 57-935 AD ). 

At the opening plenary session in Kyongju, 
participating professors heard keynote 
speeches by Prof Sheen Do-sung of Myungji 
University, Prof R.L Rubenstein who teaches 
religion at Florida State University, Shigery 
Otsuka, executive director of Special Industrial 
Fund of Japan, and Mei Kowant, president of 
Tunghai University of the Republic of China 
The Japanese speaker expressed his opinion 
on "Korea's leading Role in the Asian-Pacific 
Region," and emphasized the importance of 
economic growth achievements" to stave off 
any potential cause of political unrest while 
building a strong base for sustained national 
security." 

Speaking highly of "rapid industrial growth of 
Korea and other newly industrializing countries 
in Northeast and Southeast Asia in the 1970s," 
Otsuka was optimistic about the future of the 
Korean economy "Though the Korean eco¬ 
nomy now remains in the stage of realigenment 


due to an economic slowdown at home and 
abroad, Korea is steadily building a firm founda¬ 
tion for a strong economy based on balanced 
industrialization strategies and a free trade 
policy." 

The participating countries at the conference 
were Costa Rica, Indonesia, Japan, the Philli- 
pines, the Republic of China, Togo, the United 
States and the Republic of Korea. 

International 
Youth Camp 

O NE hundred university students and youth 
leaders from 11 different countries partici¬ 
pated in the 17th International Youth 
Camp which was sponsored by the Korean 
National Commission for Unesco. The campsite 
was in Ichon, Kyonggi-do 
The youth camp was aimed at promoting 
international understanding and cooperation 
through living and working together. It was also 
to enhance respect for human dignity and to 
emphasise the value of manual labour 
In the daytime, campers in four groups 
worked three hours a day for villagers to build 
an outdoor theater near the campsite 
In the evening, campers participated in such 
activities as international cultural night, contests 
and recreational programmes to promote 
mutual fellowship and international understand¬ 
ing In addition, the campers learned the his¬ 
tory, culture and socio-economic conditions of 
Korea through visits and excursions to historical 
and scenic spots in Korea. 

The participating countries were Japan, the 
United States, Hong Kong, Indonesia. Malaysia, 
Philippines. Taiwan. Thailand and Venezeula. 

Korean Culture 
Symposium 

A N international symposium on Korean cul¬ 
ture was held at the Puyo Youth Hostel, 
Chungchong Namdo. 

The four-day seminar sponsored by the Chin- 
dan Society and supported by the International 
Cultural Society of Korea was organised to 
promote the activation of Koreanology by mak¬ 
ing an opportunity for the exchange of study 
results between Korea and foreign scholars. 

A total of 17 foreign historians joined the 
Puyo meeting with some 20 Korean scholars. 

The foreign participants included Daniel 
Bouchez from the University Pans VII, Martina 
Deuchler from Zurich University. Roger Janelli 
from Indiana University, Kathleen McCarthy 
from Harvard University and Yukio Takeda from 
Tokyo University. 

Korean scholars who took part in the interna¬ 
tional meeting included Yi Pyong-do. president 
of the Chindan Society, Kang Jin-chol of Korea 
University, Yi Tae-jin of Seoul University, Ha 
Hyon-kang of Yonsel University and Lee Yong- 
bum of Dongguk University. 


77m FAPA session in progress 





SPORTS AND GAMES 



Korean Sprinters 
Win 1st Place 


K OREA won the 1982 Seoul International 
Track and Field Junior Open Meet, the 
two-day competition at Seoul Stadium 
which with 10 golds. 11 silvers and 13 bronzes. 

The United States, which was favoured to 
win the meet, took second place by capturing 
nine gold, five silver and eight bronze medals. 

The Neatherlands, fielding only three athlets, 
snatched three gold medals for third place 
followed by Japan with two gold, four silver and 
three bronze. India with two gold, two silver and 
two bronze. 

■Australia captured two gold, two silver and 
one bronze, the Republic of China, two gold, 
two silver. West Germany; one gold and one 
silver. Indonesia, two silver and three bronze, 
Thailand, one silver and one bronze and Hong 
Kong one silver. 

Luis Morales of the United States became a 
four gold winner in the 200-meter race, 1,600- 
meter relay with his three other compatnots 
following the first day's two golds in the 
100-meter race and 400-meter relay 
The 165-centimeter-tall spnnter later teamed 
up with three other teammates including David 
Timmons, first placer in 400 meters, to win 
another gold medal in the 400-meter relay 
Erik de Bruin of the Netherlands won his 
second gold in the discus throw with 62.92 
meters after collecting the shotput gold medal 
of the first day. 

India's Nirmal Singh won the gbld in the male 
javelin throw with 62.28 meters and P.T. Usha 
in the female 200 meters with 24.48 seconds. 

Five Gold Medals 
in Table Tennis 

K OREA captured five of seven titles in the 
second Seoul Open International Table 
Tennis Championships which was held at 
the Chamsil Gymnasium in Seoul. 

The Korea won the titles in the male and 
female team events, mixed doubles, women's 
singles and women's doubles. 

The male singles title went to Jan-Ove 
Waldner of Sweden Waldner, now ranked 
22nd in the world, beat the world's 32nd ranker 
Eric Boggan of the United States 3-0 in the final 
match. 

Japan won the men's doubles event when 
Masahiro Maehara and Kiyoshi Saito combined 
to edge the Swedish pair Mikael Appelgren and 
Jan-Ove Waldner 2-1. 

The women's singles and doubles titles went 
to Korea when world 24th ranker Rie Wade of 
Japan was eliminated in a singles semi-final and 
Dolores Fetter and Barbara Wiltsche were also 
beaten in a doubles semifinal. 


The Koreans al90 won the mixed doubles and 
the women's team events by defeating Japan. 
The men's team title also went to Korea by 
beating the favourite Swedes. 

Yang Young-ja of Korea became the women's 
singles champion by defeating compatriot Shin 
Duk-hwa 21-13. 22-20 and 21-13. 

The women's doubles crown went to Yang 
Young-ja and Ahn Hae-suk who beat compatriot 
Yun Kyong-mi and Hwang Nam-suk 21 -17 and 
21-19. 

Kim Ki-taek and Hwang Nam-suk scored a 
18-21, 21-13 and 21-15 victory over Japan's 
Kiyoshi Saito and Mariko Inage to win the mixed 
double title 

392 players and officials from 42 countries 
including India came to Seoul to participate in 
the championships. 

Archers Set New 
World Records 

K OREA won the 1st Asia-Oceania Target 
Archery Championships held in Japan with 
11 gold medals out of 12 at stake while 
establishing 11 new world records 
Eight new world records were set by Korean 
archers in the final-day competition of the first 
regional archery meet in Asia, sanctioned by the 
International Olympic Commitee (IOC) 

Korea's rising archery star Kim Yong-un won 
the men's 3-meter double and individual total, 
with 705 and 2,580 points, respectively, estab¬ 
lishing world records. 

Kim Chin-ho, of Korea, after establishing the 
world record in the women's 70-meter double, 
set two more new world records in the 
women's 30-meter double and women's indi¬ 


vidual total, with 696 and 2.580 points, to win 
both events. 

Korea took the men’s and women's team 
division titles with four-day total of 7,626 points, 
and 7,637 points respectively, establishing 
world records. Previous world records were 
7,537 points for men's team division and 7,437 
for women's team division events. 

China won the other gold medal and estab¬ 
lished the other new world record. 

In the Obihiro meet, a total of 10 countries 
from Asia and Oceania, competed, including 
such world's archery superpowers as Korea. 
China and Japan. 

Korea's ace archeress Kim Chin-ho is now 
holder of six world records, four of which were 
established at the Obihiro championships. 

Korean Boxers 
Retain OPBF Titles 

K OREA’S Park Chong-pal, middlewieght 
champion of the Oriental Pacific Boxing 
Federation retained his title in a bout 
against Valence Harulean of Indonesia by 
knocking out the challenger at 1:44 into the 
second round at the Munhwa Gymnasium in 
Seoul recently 

It was Park's 14th defence of the title and 
25th knockout win. improving his record to 26 
wins, one draw and two losses. 

In another OPBF title match, Korea's Kim 
Duk-du, lightweight champion, defended his 
title for the third time when he stopped 
Japanese challenger Tadao Ishido, at the fourth 
round. 

Kim has a professional record of 17 wins, one 
draw and one loss. 


Athletes from U countries partiopated at the Seoul International Track and Field Junior Open Meet 





Seoul: New World 
Sports Training Centre 

S EOUL has become a new world sports 
centre since it won the right to host 1988 
Summer Olympics in the IOC general 
assembly held in Baden Baden. West Germany 
in September last year. 

The increasing number of sports teams from 
foreign countries, which have visited Korea for 
training since May this year, has proved the 
fact. 

The new training boom of foreign sports 
teams has been made especially in volleyball, 
table tennis and basketball. 

Since the Korean national team won the 
Japan Broadcasting Corp. (NHK) Cup Interna¬ 
tional men's volleyball meet held in Japan in 
May this year, eleven team from seven coun¬ 
tries visited Seoul for a series of goodwill 
matches with Korean male and female national 
volleyball teams. 


After the NHK meet, the Japanese national 
male and female teams came to Seoul for a 
series of goodwill games with their Korean 
counterparts. 

* The Taiwan Electric Co. male volleyball team 
visited Seoul in June for goodwill matches with 
Korean squads, followed by Toyobo, ranked 
third in the Japanese leagues, which stayed for 
two weeks in Seoul for matches with Korean 
business teams and national squads. 

The Japanese junior team also visited Seoul 
in July. Teams from Brazil, the United States, 
India and Canada came to Seoul in early July for 
games with the Korean national teams and local 
collegian teams. 

The Qatari men's national team and its 
children's volleyball team consisting of four 
players under the age of 14, arrived in Seoul in 
July. A Bahrain junior volleyball team, led by a 
Korean coach, also came to Korea in August. 

In table tennis, seven teams from Middle 
East countries and Singapore visited Seoul for 
training. 


Korea Wins World 
Baseball Title 


K OREA beat Japan 5-2 for the title of the 
27th World Amateur Baseball Cham¬ 
pionship at the Chamsii Stadium in Seoul. 

It was the first time Korea ever won the title. 
Japan, with a record of seven wins against 
two losses, was the first runner up and the 
United States and the Republic of China shared 
the third place in the biennial baseball meet. 

In the final action before the capacity crowd 
of 50.000, the Koreans, trailing 0-2 in to the 
bottom of the eight inning, scored all five runs in 
the crucial eighth. 

Japan got off to a good start as it took an early 
2-0 lead in the second and maintained the lead 
until the eighth. 

ROK Studies Hosting 
World Cup Soccer 

K OREA is weighing the possibility of host¬ 
ing the world cup soccer championship in 
the early 1990s. 

The move follows a recent recommendation 
of the Ministry of Sports' policy advisory com¬ 
mittee. according to ministry officials. 

The committee, composed mostly of Korean 
athletic leaders from academic and economic 
circles, is charged with making policy recom¬ 
mendations to the ministry on athletic affaris. 

The policy consultation committee members 
said in the recommendations that Korea will 
have the capability of hosting the World Cup 
soccer championship in sports facilities and 
other places after it hosts the 1988 Summer 
Olympic Games. 

A member of the Senegal's national women's basketball team gatt 
shooting tips from a Korean coach in Seoul, left; Korea won five of tht 
seven gold medals in the Second Seoul Open Table Tennis Cham 
pionsNps, left below; and nght. Korea won the 27th World Amateui 
Baseball Championships held m Seoul recently 







NEWS FROM KOREAZ 


EWS FROM KOREA 


NEW CANCER REMEDY 

T HE Seoul National University's (SNU) medical team has 
recently successfully completed a clinical experiment on a new 
stomach cancer remedy which can increase the survival rate of 
the 3rd'Stage cancer patient up to 38.1 percent 
The new stomach cancer treatment remedy features dosage of 
five kinds of anti-cancer drugs, including mytomycin, 5-FU and 
cytotin, and immunotherapy for one to one and a half years after 
surgery, Prof. Kim Chin-pok. leader of the SNU medical team, said. 

The immunotherapy include injection of picidamil and other 
antibiotics to foster immunity of patients against cancer, he said. 

The highest survival rate of 3rd-stage stomach cancer patients, so 
far known in the world, is 15 percent The American Cancer Society 
announed on February that the most advanced cancer treatment 
method so far developed can only treat not more than 15 percent of 
3rd-stage stomach cancer patients 
General medical knowledge has it that a cancer patient is treated 
when he survives more than five years after he was first diagonosed 
as having the high-fatality disease. Prof Kim said 
The medical team conducted a clinical experiment of the new 
stomach cancer remedy on a total of 73 third stage stomach cancer 
patients who visited the SNU in 1975 Surpnsingly, 38 1 percent of 
them survived more than five years, he said. 

Prof. Kim said that 3rd-stage stomach cacner patients usually do 
not live for more than a year, if they are left untreated 
The SNU medical team's development of the new stomach 
cancer remedy draws keen interest at home since Koreans fall easy 
victim to the deadly disease. 

The new cancer remedy will be presented at the 13th 
International Cancer Congress slated in Seattle in September, Kim 
said 

Y'S MEN CONVENTION 

T HE 55th Y's Men International Convention was held in Seoul 
with an estimated 4.000 Christians from 50 different countries 
of the world Its aim lies in youth leadership training, relief 
works and youth educational exchange programmes to promote 
international understanding and fnendship through nch bonds of 
Christianity. 

Korea is the second country in Asia to host the international Y's 
Men conference. 


Some 1,000 young foreign Christians from all parts of the world 
joined the function including 300 youth representatives from the 
United States, 250 from Japan, 90 from Taiwan. 50 from Canada, 20 
from the Philippines There were also 150 from Europe. 50 from the 
South Pacific. 50 from Southeast Asia. 10 from South America and d 
few from Africa. 

KOREAN RELICS IN HAMBURG 

O VER 3,000 Korean relics, including about 80 genre paintings by 
a Yi Dynasty ink painter, have been preservedun a museum in 
Hamburg. West Germany. 

The relics include ceramic wares, various documents and other 
previous folk articles in addition to genre paintings, according to Dr. 
Cho Hung-youn, a researcher for the Hamburg Museum for 
mankind. Dr. Cho, who participated in the Sixth Conference of 
Association for Korean Studies in Europe held recently at the Sejong 
Cultural Centre in Seoul, found the relics while searching for 
Korea-concerned materials in the museum just before his departure 
for Korea. 

Of the findings. 80 genre paintings, which depict Korean living 
modes in the late 19th century, are believed to be important for the 
study of ethnic customs of the Yi Dynasty, critics said. 

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CAMP 

O NE hundred university students and youth leaders from 11 
different countries assembled at the campsite at Inchon in 
Kyonggi-do to attend the International Youth Camp sponsored 
by the Korean National Commission for UNESCO. 

The youth camp was aimed at promoting international 
understanding and cooperation through living and working together. 
It was also to enhance respect for human dignity and to emphasize 
the value of manual labour. 

In the daytime, campers in four groups worked three hours a day 
for villagers to build an outdoor theatre near the campsite. 

In the evening, campers participated in such activities as 
international cultural night, contests and recreational programmes to 
promote mutual fellowship and international understanding. In 
addition, the campers learned the history, culture and 
socio-economic conditions of Korea through visits and excursions to 
historical and scenic sports in Korea. 


Tfm 56th Y"a Mm tntvrmon§l Convmhon in pragmi 


ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


I960 MIL IRAQ CONTRACT 

T WO domestic contractors have jointly won a large-scale \960 
million railway project from the Iraqi government. 
Representatives of Hyundai Engineering & Construction Co. 
and Namkwang Construction Co. recently signed a contract to build 
a 491 km railway line with the head of New Railway Implementation 
authority of Iraq, said a Hyundai news release. 

Work will start within the month for the construction of the 
high-speed, electrified railway line linking Kirkuk to Baiji and Haditha. 

About 70 percent of the railway construction work will be done by 
Hyundai and the remainder by Namkwang. 

Deutsch Eisenbahn Consulting Co. will provide engineering 
services to the two prime contractors, Hyundai and Namkwang 
The construction will last three years and six months, according to 
Hyundai. 

The 1960 million railway project is the largest single civil 
engineering project Korean contractors have won abroad to date In 
1979, Hyundai completed a 1940 million port in Jubail in Saudi 
Arabia. 


CONSTRUCTION EXPORTS 

■ #OREA has been remarkably successful in boosting its 
mL construction exports over the years. The growing 
| ^accomplishments of overseas construction, last year, ranked 
the nation in second place in construction contract value, among the 
world contractor nations. 

The construction companies signed a total of $13,700 million 
worth contracts worldwide in 1981, an impressive gain over the 
$18,225 million awarded in 1980. 

Last year's performance brought the combined total amount of 
overseas contract awards since 1966 to $44 billion. At present. 
Korean contractors are represented in 34 countries worldwide and 


an estimated 160,000 labourers are working overseas. 

Overseas construction contracts, about 90 percent of which are in 
Middle East oil-producing countries including Saudi Arabia, Iraq and 
Libya, have produced a substantial inflow of foreign exchange. 

The construction industry has grown at the rate of 15.6 percent 
annually, owing to rapid growth of the economy since the beginning 
of the first economic development plan in 1962. 

19TH BIGGEST EXPORTER 

K OREA was the world's 19th largest exporting country in 1981, 
according to the International Monetary Fund 
During 1981, Korea registered $21,254 million in exports, in 
customs clearance prices, which hiked the country's export rank ten 
places from 29 in 1980. 

The figure is fifth among the non-oil producing Asian countries, 
after Japan, Taiwan, Hongkong and mainland China. 

KOREA CONTRIBUTES TO ADB 

T HE Bank of Korea has been authorised to release a total of 
$3,720,000 as a contribution to the Asian Development Bank to 
help the least developed member countries obtain more 
additional soft loans. 

According to an announcement by the Finance Ministry, the 
government will contribute $ 3.5 million to the ADB's soft loan 
affiliate, the Asian Development Fund (ADF). for loans on easy terms 
to the poorest Asian countries. 

Korea has not previously made any contribution to the ADF, which 
provides interest-free capital to less developed countnes such as 
Bangladesh, Burma and Pakistan for agro-industry, energy and urban 
development projects 

The government will also contribute $220,000 for the Technical 
Assistance Special Fund (TASF). 

In addition, the central bank will give $8.20,000 to the African 
Development Fund (AFDF), a "soft-loan windo" for least developed 
members. 


Kon M is the 19th biggest exporter m the world todey. It has been exporting heavy machinery and aH kinds of engineering products 
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HANDICRAFTS 

I have been a regular reader of Korean 
News for more than five years The September- 
October issue which contained an excellent 
article about Traditional Handicrafts, was a highly 
informative one Please publish more articles 
about Korea's art. culture and heritage 


Similarly the article about Korea's hopefuls in 
the Asiad ‘82 gave enough knowledge about 
top stars of Korean sports. It is interesting to 
know that in this decade itself your country 
hosts a Asiad and a Olympics Your country is 
emerging as a new giant in Asian and interna¬ 
tional sports and games which is a great 
achievement and for that you can legitimately 
be proud of. 

P Venkatachalam 

Tiruchy 

Tamilnadu. 

ASIAD PARTICIPANTS 

The photographs of Asiad participants in the 
September-October issue of Korean News 
were beautifuf. 


Also, as a student of economics I like Korean 
News very much because it is quite helpful to 
me. 

I also visited the Korean Pavilion at the India 
InternatToVtaf Trade Fair ’82. The products of 
Korean companies were of great interest and 
they were beautifully displayed. 

Abdul Wasay 
S.S.V. College 
Hapur 

CURIOSITY 

Korean News, in fact, has kindled my curios¬ 
ity to go deep into the knowledge about Korea 
of which I knew little before I started reading 
your magazine I am fascinated with the maga¬ 
zine, as well as the developments in Korea, its 
unique economic progress in less than two 
decades 

I would like to request you to introduce a 
pen-pal column in the magazine 

Biswajit Bhattacharjee 

Sagarpur 

New Delhi 


KEEPING TRADITION 

I am a regular reader of Korean News for the 
last few years I am glad to mention here that it 
has kept its tradition of informing the readers 
about the true life in Korea. The Korea I Know 
column is most interesting, 

Articles on India-Korea friendship are of my 
liking. Colour page9 are also very beautiful. And, 
please continue to publish folk stories. 

Miss. K.P, Rani 
International Girls Youth Club 
Jodhpur 
Rajasthan. 


THE KOREA 
I KNOW 



The Saemaul Undong, 
meaning New Community 
Movement, is an outcome of 
the creative brain of Korea's 
former President Park Chung « 
Hee. It also reflects the wil¬ 
lingness of the Korean people 
to make their country a 
prosperous one. This move¬ 
ment was especially meant for 
the uplift of the Korean Vil¬ 
lages by making the villagers 
realise the importance of hard 
work and self-reliance. 

This movement proved to 
be the best tool to provoke 
the dormant power of Korean 
villagers and to make them 
work with zeal for the better¬ 
ment of themselves and hence 
their country. 

The slogan of this country¬ 
wide movement is coopera¬ 
tion, courage and self- 
dependence. The Saemaul 
movement was started in 
1971, and since then it has 
been constantly been 
flourishing, changing entirely 
the living standard of villagers 
and making them happier and 
wealthier. Saemaul villages 
are now regarded as ideal vil¬ 
lages and every developing 
country is trying to follow the 
Korean example. I really 
appreciate Korea for this and 
Koreans can be proud of their 
achievement. 

Shrfkant C. fUhttgaonkar 

Raipur. 
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EDITOR* NO # 1 


K OREAN Newe Joint* Re wdm In congratulating tha medal 
winner* at tha Ninth Asian Gamas In Naw Delhi as wall as tha 
ovganlsara of tht Games. TM* spectacle of sports has once again 
provided an opportunity to tha Korean athletes to prove that they 
are among the top Asian athletes. Korea have retained the third 
spo^ this time also but with commendable Improvement In medal 
tally and In over all performance. The feature on the ASiad In this 
Isaue highlights the Korean medal winners. Teen-ager Choi Yun-hl, 
who won three golds In swimming was quite a sensation at the 
Games. Aptly # therefore, Korean News put her on Its cover. 

Alongside the lb-day Aslan Games was the Asiad Festival of 
Performing Arts and Visual Arts. Korea participated In both these 
festivals. The Korean National Dance Troupe arrived In New Delhi 
on November 13 and stayed In India till December 6. The troupe 
performed at the Teen Murti House Festival on November 14, at 
the Asiad Festival on November 20, the opening day, and two 
performance each at Jaipur, Hyderabad, Madras, Bangalore and 
Bombay, and a second performance in New Delhi on special 
request from art critics and art lovers. 

At the Visual Arts Festival at Rablndra Bhavan in New Delhi, 
traditional handicraft Items from Korea were on display. 

Asiad also provided an opportunity for sports officials from 
Korea to come to India and observe the conducting of the Games 
to equip themselves wfth> the organisation of the Tenth Aslan 
Games In Seoul in 1986. 

The centrespread feature this time Is on the renowned Korea 
Celadons accompanied by colour pictures, and there are the 
regular columns like the Sports and Games, the Korean Folk 
Stories etc. 

1982 has been an eventful year for all of us and let us hope the 
coming year would be equally promising for thepeople of our two 
countries. 

Korean News wishes its readers a Happy New Year. 



Tha /tadtar of th a /tartan National Dance Troup* Cho Young-Koo presenting* chaquafor 
Rt. 23.100 to Pnma Mtnister Mrs Gan&u for tha Prtma Minis tar's National Ratiaf Fund 
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THE PRESIDENCY 



Calls Fop 
H astened Role 
Fop Kopea la 
Int'l Society 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan called on the 
nation to do utmost to project its own 
safety and interest by coping effectively 
with the "uncertain and unstable" develop¬ 
ments In the world politics and economy. 

"The Republic of Korea has emerged in the 
lime light of the world. Accordingly, we should 
perform a corresponding role, in a positive 
manner, in the world society while safeguarding 
our interest and maintaining a proper position," 
he said. 

"In so doing, we can wisely overcome 
turbulences featured by instability and uncer¬ 
tainty. We can make this as an opportunity to 
bring another take-off and to realize the national 
reunification," the President said 
President Chun made the remarks at a 
luncheon he hosted at Chong Wa Dae for the 
members of the Advisory Council on Peaceful 
Unification Policy. 

"In view of our experience and international 
situation surrounding us, we tend to believe 
that a way for the unification is far away from 
us," the President said. 

"However, the national reunification can be 
realized eartier than our expectation if and when 
we cope positively with changing situations, 
with firm belief and confidence (in the unifica¬ 
tion)," he stressed. 

The Chief Executive asked them to be armed 
with strong spiritual posture to realize the 
unification and to carry out positive public 
information activities so that the world would 
have a better understanding of the Republic's 
peaceful unification formula, which has*been 
supported by many countries, including many 
Third Wdrid nations. 

"At the same time, you should exert redou¬ 
bled efforts to establish a ground-work and an 
atmosphere under which North Korea cannot 
but respond positively to our proposal." Presi¬ 
dent Chun said. 

"There still lie lots of hardships in our way 
toward peace, prosperity and unification," the 
President said. 

4 




PteMfrm Chun has recently undertaken a successful tour of four African nations and Canada. This has helped Korea to come 
closer to these countries. It is considered as one of the major achievements of President Own's Government, which through 
huMmg up a stable economy and positive diplomacy has heightened Korea's role in international community 


The North Koreans have continuously ignored 
the Republic's efforts aimed at peacefully uni¬ 
fying the divided land by easing tensions and 
confrontation of the Korean peninsula through 
dialogue, he said 

Urges developing 
new technology 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan recently cal¬ 
led for the development of up-to-date 
technical know-how in every industrial 
sector as, he said, it was very important to 
enhance the spirit of self-reliance as a sovengn 
state. 

Noting that relations among nations today 
are "vertical" in accordance with the degree of 
technology and natural resources they possess, 
President Chun said. "We should develop new 
technology by fostering highly skilled technical 
manpower in order to maintain horizontal rela¬ 
tions with advanced nations." 

In addition, it is necessary for the govern¬ 
ment. business firms and research institutions 
to promote exchanges of various information, 
the President said. 

The Chief Executive made the points at the 
Third Science and Technology Promotion Con¬ 
ference held at the Capital. 

He asked big business firms to provide small 
and medium firms with necessary information 
to promote mutually complementary relations. 

We should redouble our efforts to promote 
technical cooperation with advanced nations 
since relations among nations today are fea¬ 
tured by technical competition on one hand and 
technical cooperation on the other," the Presi¬ 
dent said. 


Emphasizes 

Stabilised 

Ecenomy 

P RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan recently said 
that the government will place greater 
emphasis on the elimination of detrimental 
elements to the stabilized development of the 
Korean economy while strengthening interna¬ 
tional competitiveness of the nation's export 
industry. 

1 Noting that the export industry has played 
the role of a "tractor" in the growth of the 
economy, he said "only with a stable base, can 
our exports be further expanded." 

To increase exports, he went on, the govern¬ 
ment will intensively carry out policy program¬ 
mes aimed at developing industries bearing 
high added values and do its utmost to improve 
the quality of light industrial products and to 
develop the necessary industrial technology. 

President Chun emphasized on national 
efforts to promote exports in his address 
delivered at a ceremony marking the 19th 
Export Day held at the Seoul Sejong Cultural 
Centre. 

"The government will take steps to help 
promote trade activities and to invigorate export 
promotion projects," the President said. 

He called on those engaged in the export 
industry "to double their efforts to improve 
quality through technological renovation and the 
promotion of industrial productivity thus aug¬ 
menting the international competitiveness of 
our export goods." 
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T HE Korean electronics industry was 
established in 1959 with the assembly of 
tube radios for domestic consumption. 
Ten years later in 1969, the Electronics Industry 
Promotion Law and the Eight-Year Electronics 
Development Plan promulgated the policies by 
which it became a strategic export oriented 
industry. Additional supporting measures to 
develop the electronics industry were adopted 
throughout the 1970s and were included in 
each successive Five-Year Economic 
Development Plan 

Among top eleven 

Developing at the rate of 39.3 percent per 
year for the last ten years (1971-81), Korea 
ranked in 1981, among the tpp-eleven produc¬ 
ers of electronics in the world From a total 
production of $138 million in 1971, the electro¬ 
nics industry piled up an impressive total of 
$3.79 billion in 198]. - 

According to the objectives of the Fifth 
Five-Year Economic and Social Development 
Plan, exports in this sector will amount to $6 9 


At the Electronics Exhibition held in’Seoul recently 

billion and production to $13.3 billion by 1986. 
Korea's share of total world production and 
exports will then be 6.9 percent and 8.6 percent 
respectively, while the structure of industry will 
change from its current parts and components 
and consumer products emphasis, to become 
oriented toward high quality consumer products 
and industrial equipment. In due course, the 
self-sufficiency ratio of the Korean electronics 
industry is projected to reach 80 percint, 

In 1981, consumer products accounted for 
13.0 percent of total output and parts and 
comjDonents 45 5 percent. The percentage of 
total production accounted for by parts and 
components is substantially higher than the 
corresponding shares recorded in the electro¬ 
nics industries of advanced nations, which 
usually fall below 30 percent. 


The Seoul Intemetionel Trade Fair (SITRA)'62 has helped Korea's electronics industry to boost up export of its products 
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Industrial electronics 

The production of industrial electronics pro¬ 
ducts in 1981 reached $494 million. Com¬ 
munications equipment such a9 telephone 
switching systems, carrier telephone systems, 
telephone sets and C.B. receivers led the 
industrial electronic products in 1981. account¬ 
ing for 72.7 percent of the total. The ground¬ 
work for the production of small frame business 
computers is now being actively sought by a 
few manufacturers with the accumulated tech¬ 
nology and in the future this is expected to 
become a major export. Owing to the favour¬ 
able international market, the demand for 
peripheral equipment such as CRT terminals 
has progressed to the level of mass production. 

The electronics industry was developed in 
order to become a major pillar of Korea's export 
oriented economic development. By 1981, 
Korea ranked among the world’s top eleven elec¬ 
tronics exporters. 

$ 446 Millton 
Contract at SITRA 

T HE Seoul International Trade Fair (SITRA) 
'82, which was held recently at the Korea 
Exhibition Centre (KOEX) in Seoul with a 
catch-phrase of "Forum for Prosperity of 
Tomorrow" ended after 25 days of business 
activities. 

Saying the fair was "very successful," a 
KOTRA official said 2,500,000 people visited the 
event and business negotiations amounted to 
$1,520 million. 

Altogether, 10.171 foreign buyers from 97 
countries visited the country and signed on-the- 
spot contracts worth $446 million with Korean 
exporters. 

The figure is likely to surge because negota- 
tions still under way are expected to result in 
solid contracts sooner or later, they said. 

According to KOTRA officials, among the 
most popular items during the fair period were 
machinery and transportation equipment 
whose contracts amounted to $130 million. 
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Former Secretary General of the United Nations Kurt Waldheim being received by the Minister of Foreign Affairs Lee Bum-suk 
m Seoul 


SOUTH-NORTH RELATIONS 


THE NATION 


Korea Condemns 
South African 
Attack On 
Lesotho 

T HE Korean Government condemned the 
unprovoked military attack by the South 
African racist regime on the Kingdom of 
Lesotho resulting in the death of innocent 
civilians including women and children 
A spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Korea said in a recent 
statement that the attack was a grave violation 
of the sovereignty of the Kingdom of Lesotho 
and another betrayal to the expectation of the 
world for the just and peaceful settlement of 
the problem of the region 
The Korean Government deplored South Afri¬ 
ca's illegal military action against its neighbour- 
ing countries, and strongly urged South Africa 
to renounce using violence immediately and 
abide by the UN Security Council Resolution, 
the spokesman said 

The Korean Government and people also 
expressed their deepest condolences to the 
bereaved families of the victims and reaffirmed 
their avowed support to the people of the 
Southern Africa in their just struggle for the 
independence of Namibia and the liberation 
from the racial discrimination 

talldarlty With The 
Palutlalan Paople 

I N a statement issued on November 25, on 
the occasion of the observance of Interna¬ 
tional Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian 
People. Prime Minister Kim Sang-hyup reaffir¬ 
med the Korean Government s full support for 
the legitimate right of the Palestinian people for 
self-determination 

The Prime Minister said: “The government of 
the Republic of Korea wishes to take this oppor¬ 
tunity to call upon the international community 
to intensify its endeavor to assist materially and 
morally the Palestinian people to exercise their 
inalienable right to self-determination. On our 
part we are committed to comply with the 
relevant resolutions adopted by the United 
Nations and are ready to do whatever we can to 
help the just cause of the Palestinian people." 


Waldheim for 
Reopening 
Of S-UI Talks 

F ORMER U N Secretary General Kurt Wal¬ 
dheim said in Seoul recently, he was 
optimistic that North and South Korea will 
eventually be on talking terms. 

Mr Waldheim, who headed the United 
Nations for 10 years was in Seoul to participate 
in the 37th Jaycees International World Con¬ 
gress and to meet top Korean leaders 
Mr Waldheim admitted that little has come 
of his 1979 visit to Seoul and Pyongyang in the 
way of dialogue between the totally divided two 
Koreas 

However, he said in a news conference, the 
Republic of Korea and the rest of the world 
"must not give up hope" for peaceful settle¬ 
ment of the Korea question “Without solving 
this South-North crisis, there is no way to 
establish political stability in the world " 

Mr Waldheim said the best course toward 
peaceful reunification is one that begins with 
opening diplomatic channels, cultural exchanges 
and economic cooperation “I am convinced 
this is the only way to overcome difficulties," 
he said. 

Mr. Waldheim stressed that the United 
Nations, not third-party nations such as mainland 
China and the United States, is the best 
medium to help break the “stalemate “ Both 
South and North Korea have observer missions 
at the United Nations and numerous U.N. 
cultural and economic organisations can facili¬ 
tate programmes advantageous to both sides, 
he noted. 

“I think that these efforts must succeed but 
will take tirrle," he said. “All this requires a new 
climate. A climate of confidence." Only direct 
dialogue will create such confidence, he said. 


IPU Meeting , 
In Seoul To 
Invite N .Korea 

T HE 70th annual meeting of the Inter¬ 
parliamentary Union (IPU) scheduled for 
September next year in Seoul will provide 
an occasion to the nation to start “official 
diplomacy" with the Soviet Union and other 
Communist countries, a parliamentary delega¬ 
tion said recently 

Briefing a National Assembly plenary session 
on the background of the induction of the 
meeting to Seoul, the six-member delegation to 
the recent IPU meeting in Rome said that active 
Parliamentary diplomacy should be launched to 
encourage Communist countries to attend the 
Seoul conference 

On behalf of the delegation, Rep. Lee Bong- 
mo of the opposition Korea National Party (KNP) 
said that the assembly will invite a North Korean 
delegation to come to Seoul through the truce 
village at Panmunjom to create conditions for 
the resumption of the deadlocked inter-Korea 
talks. 

Terming the forthcoming Seoul conference 
as a political Olympics, Mr. Lee said that North 
Korea has already begun efforts to obstruct the 
Seoul meeting and that proper measures 
should be worked out to counter the man¬ 
euvers. % 

Last September, the Rome IPU meeting 
outvoted North Korea's fierce opposition and 
decided to hold next year's meeting in Seoul. 

The KNP lawmaker predicted that the Seoul 
meeting will contribute to expanding economic 
and cultural exchanges with participating coun¬ 
tries. 
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IX ASIAN GAMES 
0BH1M2 


KOREA'S 

SPECTACULAR 

PERFORMANCE 


T HE flam that glittered at a symbol of 
anargy and vitality of tha Ninth Aslan 
Gamas was ceramonlously put out at 
tha Jawaharlal Nahru Stadium In Naw Delhi 
on December 4. Tha Mama will ba re-lit at tha 
Seoul Sports Complex, tha main venue of 
tha Tenth Asian Gamas In faSS. Tha spirit of 
friendship, fraternity and tha unity of Aslan 
people was once again displayed through¬ 
out tha 16-day period tha Gamas ware held 
hare. Everything want on smoothly as plan¬ 
ned and In tha true spirit of tha games, 
except for tha unfortunate Incident created 
by tha North Korean Soccer players In their 
semi-final match against tha Kuwaitis. Tha 
overall success of tha games, however, nulli¬ 
fied this discordant note. 
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Sm Sun-bo and Kim Chun-ho, tha mixed doubles Gold 
winners in Lawn Tennis. Kim pend his team-mate 
Lea U-ryong to claim the Men’s Doubles title also, top 
left. Korean basketball players expressing their jubi¬ 
lance in lifting their coach in the atr after winning 
85-84 to claim the gold. left. and. the women's 
volleyball match between Korea and North Korea, 
which Korea won 3-1 
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Choi Sisters 

The Swimming 

Sensation 

T HE teen-age wonaer from Korea, 
Choi Yun-hi, won three golds in 
swimming, and thus holds the dis¬ 
tinction of being the only participant at 
the Ninth Asian Games to secure three 
golds. She won a medal each in 200- 
metre backstroke, 100-metre backstroke 
and 200-metre individual medley events. 
15-year old Choi is a middle school 
student. She achieved this unique feat 
by breaking two games records. For Choi 
Yun-hi, this is the first overseas competi¬ 
tion 

In an equally incredible feat her elder 
sister 16-year old Choi Yun-jong won 
three silvers in all the three events in 
which her younger sister secured gold 
medals, thus the Choi sisters hauled a 
total of three golds and three silvers in 
swimming events, dealing a final blow to 
the Japanese hopes for a sweep of the 
swimming events. 
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The games were declared open by 
President Glanl Zail Singh on November 19. 
The colourful ceremony that marked the 
opening of the games will live for ever In the 
memory of those who witnessed it. 

The Ninth Asian Games has been Impor¬ 
tant In many ways than one, for it had the 



Clung Jea-gun throws Ns arms up in victory signs 
aftar crossing the finishing tins winning the 200- 


4 Korean gymnast per¬ 
forming on the Balancing 
Beam, top left; the Korean 
cyclists whose team won 
the 100 km road race, at 
the finishing line. Korea 
also won a gold in the IBSg 
km road race individual 
event above, Prime Minis¬ 
ter Mrs Gandhi, Asian 
Games Special Organising 
Committee Chairman Buta 
Singh, and Rajiv Gandhi 
M.P, yi/hre present at the 
men’s basketball match 
between South and North 
Korea Leader of the 
Korean contingent Kim 
Chong-yvl is at the centre 
in the front row and 
Ambassador Kim Chung- 
Tm. third from left m the 
third row and Mrs. Kim. 
second from left. 


metre race He also won the stiver in the 100-metre Kim Jong-ti won the gold medal in Long Jump, 

run. 


largest number of participating countries 
and more number of events compared to 
previous Aslan Games. Another gratifying 
factor of the Ninth Asian Games was the 
commendable performance by a large num¬ 
ber of athletes and players. Many records of 
the Games and Asian meet were broken this 
time, and some of them have posed a poten¬ 
tial challenge to the respective world re¬ 
cords. 

Republic bf Korea team presented an 
Impressive performance in almost all the 20 
events It participated. It came third In the 
overall medal tally with a total of 93 med¬ 
als-—28 Gold, 29 Silver and 37 Bronze. Thus, 
Korea retained Its third position it secured at 
the 8th Aslan Games In Bangkok, with 88 
medals—18 Golds, 20 Silvers and 31 
Bronze—but this time with a commendable 
performance. Improving In all categories. 
Notable feature in the Korean performance 
was that Its athletes secured ten medals In 
athletics Itself with three Golds, three Sil¬ 
vers and four Bronzes, compared to Its two 
medals In the 8th Aslan Games. In Archery, 
Badminton and. Tennis also Korea did per* 
form well. In tennis, Korea came up with an 








ft 



upset gathering four Golds, and thraa Sli¬ 
vers. The most surprising performance was 
given by Korean boxers winding up with 
seven out of a total of 12 Golds, two Silvers 
and three Bronzes. 





Lae Won-kyung, Korea's 
Minister of Sports who 
wa6 in New Delhi during 
the Asiad visited the Asian 
Games Village to encour¬ 
age players and athletes 
from his country Here he 
is seen meeting with the 
members of the women's 
basketball team, above 
Yun Dok-ha won two golds 
m Free Rifle Individual and 
Standard Rifle Individual 
positions, left, and below. 
Park Chong-gtl won the 
Standard Pistol shooting 
gold 


Now DtlM 
Participants 
Invited To 
Seoul AsM 

The President of the Organizing Com* 
mittee for the 10th Aslan Gomes Chiing 
Ju-yung, who Is also president of the 
Korean Amateur Sports Association and 
the Korean Olympic Committee was In 
India during the Aslan Games. In a met* 
sage of greetings addressed to the parti* 
dpants at the Aslan Games In New Delhi, 
Mr. Chung said: 

On the occasion of this memorable 
gathering of Asian sportsmen here in New 
Delhi for the celebration of the 9th Asian 
Games, I wish to extend my warm personal 
tribute and greetings to each and everyone 
of you, wishing you all excellent health and 
good luck in the competitions 

Just four years from now. the City of 
Seoul will succeed New Delhi as the site for 
the 10th Asian Games. We hope this occa¬ 
sion will represent still another milestone in 
the progress of the quadrennial sports fes¬ 
tival. proudly demonstrating the unity and 
prosperity of Asians with full participation of 
all Asian sportsmen. 

I cordially invite all of you to my country, 
the cosmopolitan City of Seoul, where 
warmhearted fnendship and genuine sports¬ 
manship will be prevalent once again during 
the 10th Asian Games. For this, our organi¬ 
zational planning work is now already on the 
way to ensure successful games. 

I am looking forward to meeting you all in 
my country during the beautiful and pleasant 
autumn of 1986 





eladons 


orea 


Its Unique Beauty And Colour 

Korea's celadons from the Koryo Dynasty or even early period have become art treasures worthy 
of preservation in museums all over the world. The blue celadons of Koryo period have a unique 
blue that distinguishes it from the pottery treasures in any part of the world. 
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Yi dynasty seemio epitomize the ideals of the 
era, reflecting, in their purity and simplicity, the 
mind, of a virtuous Confucian scholar-official. 

The white glaze of Yi procelains range from 
snowy white, to bluish, greenish and grayish 
white. All of this magic i9 due to the very 
mundane business of the quality of the clay, the 
constitutents of the glaze, the degree of heat 
and other conditions of the kiln. 

Punchong wares, mostly produced in the 
early Yi era, were created in the freer style and 
characterized by abstract graffito patterns and 
a rough texture achieved by a.simple iron-oxide 
brush painting. Punchong was made of the 
same clay as Koryo celadons. 

Almost every major museum in the world 
displays examples of Korean pottery. Professor 
Shin says that Korean ceramics of artistic value 
generally depend less on colour than do the 
works of most other countries. Korean potters, 
he explains, have used a special process of 
reduction firing to enhance the transparency of 
their burnishing glazes 

Another noteworthy aspect of Korean pottery 
is that it was used in the daily lives of the 
people, celadon and porcelain for the upper 
classes and punchong ware for the common¬ 
ers Every aristocratic scholar had a favorite 
ceramic to hold his inkstone; while his brush- 
pots, brush holders and water droppers were 
fashioned by the potters pf his locality In the 
larder, the lady of the house stored seasonings 
and grains in pottery jars. She also used wine 
bottles, vases and bowls of*pottery. 

The search for the secret of the mysterious 
colour of Koryo celadons has become so 
fervent that three teams, two from Seoul 
Universities, endeavored to find a scientific 
explanation An analysis of fragments of pottery 
and glaze picked up at the sites of ancient kilns 
showed that the quantity of iron oxide con¬ 
tained in the clay itself was greater than that in 


the burnishing glaze. It was also discovered th*t 
the mysterioua glaze contained phosphorous, 
extracted from animal bones. 

Now, thanks to the dedication of Korean 
craftsmen like Professor Shin, excellent repro¬ 
ductions of traditional Korean celadons and 
procelains are at last available to connoisseurs 
and to anyone wanting to possess a thing of 
rare beauty. Any well-chosen piece of modem 
Korean pottery may show you how the unique, 
traditional Korean beauty is being harmonized 
with modern techniques. (Courtesy: Yonhap) 


Clockwise from top nght Professor Shin gives 
finishing touches to one of his works An admirer of 
traditional Korean celadons and porcelains, Shin still 
prefers working in a traditional mode, Yi Dynasty white 
porcelain with iron glazed inlaid designs, Punchong. 
the ware used generally for household purposes, a 
white porcelain far with a hd and another punchong 
ware 










Steel Industry 
delegation meets 
Indian Ministers 



National Assembly 
Delegation In India 


T HE 7-member Parliamentary Delegation 
which visited India in the third week of 
November had fruitful discussions with 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha Bal Ram Jakhar and 16 
members from both the Houses of Indian 
Parliament. 

The delegation was led by Mr Lee, Sei-Kee 
Member of the Korean National Assembly and 
Chairman of the Special Committee for 88 
Olympics. The other nrfembers of the delegation 
were Mr. Lee Young-Hee, Mr Choi Soo-Hwan, 
Mr. Park Tae-Wook, Mr. Ko Pyung-Hyun, Mr. 
Chung Nam and Mr. Kim Jip, all members of the 
National Assembly as well as members of the 
special committee. 

The delegation had a half-hour meeting with 
Mr. Jakhar in his office, at the Parliament 
House. The leader of the Korean delegation Mr. 
Lee handed over to Mr. Jakhar, a letter from the 
Speaker of the Korean National Assembly. 
Thereafter, they exchanged views on bilateral 
and international matters. The delegation 
sought India's cooperation in holding the next 
Inter-Parliamentary Union Congress in Seoul, 
next year. 

The members of the delegation expressed 
their appreciation of the exhaustive and modern 
facilities for the Ninth Asian Games and said the 
arrangements are one of the best in the world. 

They have also explained to Mr. Jakhar, the 
Korean Government's sincere efforts for the 
peaceful unification of the divided Korean penin¬ 
sula and President Chun Doo Hwan's January 
22 Proposatfor peaceful, democratic unification 
of Korea. 

The delegation also exchanged small gifts 
with Speaker Bal Ram Jakhar. 

The members of the Korean delegation then 
had a two hour discussion with 16 members 
from both Houses (^Indian Parliament. They 
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included members from both the Ruling and 
Opposition parties The members of Indian 
Parliament enquired about the secret behind 
the "success story" of Korean economy The 
members of the delegation explained the Korean 
Government's endeavors through planned de¬ 
velopment ably assisted by a hard working and 
dedicated people. 


A high-powered delegation of the Korean 
Steel Industry visited India in the third 
week of November. The members of the 
delegation met the Indian Union Minister for 
Industry and Steel and Mines N.D. Tiwari. 
Deputy Commerce Minister P.A. Sangma and 
officials in the ministries of Steel and Mines. 
Industry and Commerce. 

It was reported that after its meetings with 
the ministers and officials ig New Delhi, the 
delegation had indicated that Korea would not 
oniy maintain the quantum or iron ore imports 
from India but also increase it. 

Korea, India to 
hike business ties 

9 

A group of leading businessmen from Korea 
and India got together in the first week of 
November in Seoul to discuss promotion of 
trade between the two countries. 

At the Joint Standing Council Meeting of the 
Korea-lndia, India-Korea Joint Business Coun¬ 
cils, held in Seoul, both delegations agreed to 
exert all-out efforts to increase the two-way 
trade volume, now running at $200 million, to 
$1 billion within a few years. 

Both sides also promised to recommend to 
their governments to sign a double tax- 
avoidance agreement soon 


INDIA INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR '82 

Prima Miniatar Mrs. Sandhi took kaan intaraat In tha Industrial products dlsplayad at tha 
Korean Pavilion at tha India Intamatlonal Trada Fair '88 in Now Dolhi In Novambar. 
Ambassador Kim showing bar tha axhlbits at tha pavilion, whila Trada Fair Authority 
Chairman Mohammad Yunus looks on. 
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Another spell-binding 
show by Korean dancers 


T HE Korean National Dance Company 
which enthralled audiences through its 
colourful performance in Delhi, Bombay 
^ and Madras during its visit in November 1980. 
came to India again to participate m the Asiad 
Festival of Performing Arts The 35-member 
troupe, led by Mr. Cho Young-Koo. arrived in 
New Delhi on November 13, and presented a 
special performance on November 14, at the 
Teen Murti House Festival organised to com¬ 
memorate the birth anniversary of Pandit Jawa- 
harlal Nehru. This programme was arranged by 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund in coop¬ 
eration with the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations (ICCR). 

Teen Murti House Festival 

T HE colourful performance was attended 
by President Zail Singh and his family, Lok 
Sabha Speaker Bal Ram Jakhar. Minister of 
Parliamentary Affairs Bhishma Narain Singh, 
Minister of Petroleum and Chemicals Vasant 
Sathe, Dr. Karan Singh, M P., Chairman of the 
National Academy of Music and Drama (Sangit 
Natak Akademi) Mrs Kamaladevi Chatto- 
padhyaya, Ambassadors of several foreign 
countries to India and other VIPs. 

Before leaving the theatre President Zail 
Singh met the members of the dance troupe 
and conveyed his appreciation of the perform¬ 
ance. He said that he was happy that the dance 
troupe was in India and particularly the 
troupe's special performance at the Teen Murti 
House 

The members of the dance troupe presented 
him with a programme note signed by all 
members of the troupe and a small lacquerware 
cosmetic box. 

Children's Book Fair 

E ARLIER in the morning on November 14, 
the members of the dance troupe met 
Mrs. Gandhi at Teen Murti House. Ambas¬ 
sador Kim Chung-Tai Who was with the dance 
troupe introduced the members of the troupe to 
Mrs. Gandhi. 

Later, on that morning Prime Minister Mrs. 
Gandhi inaugurated the Children's International 
Book Exhibition at the Teen Murti House, which 
was organised jointly by the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Memorial Fund and the National Book Trust. 
Korea also participated in this book fair and 
about 350 Children's books both in Korean and 
iEr^lfsh languages were displayed at the exhibi¬ 
tion. Mrs. Gandhi visited the Korean pavilion 
wfiera she was presented with a boquet by a 
Kprean boy.. 

Aaiad Festival 

HE, Dance Troupe had its Asiad Festival 
performance on November 20, the open* 
tog day of the festival, at the Hamsadh- 
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wani Theatre in Pragati Maidan in New Delhi. 
This programme was also well attended by art 
lovers and art critics alike 
Apart from the Teen Murti House Festival and 
the Asiad Festival, the ICCR, under the cultural 
exchange programme between Korea and 
India, has also organised performances at 
Jaipur on November 17 and 18. at Madras on 
November 22 and 23, Bangalore on November 25 


and 26, Hyderabad on November 28 and 28, 
Bombay on December f end. 2 and a special 
performance in Delhi at the request of art lovers 
and art critics, on December 3. The perform¬ 
ances outside Delhi except in Jaipur ware orga¬ 
nised in cooperation with the Indo-Korean 
Societies. 

Just like their visit in 1980, this time also the 
art critics in India showered encomiums do the 
dancers and they were highly encouraged by 
the warm applause they received. 

The Dane# Troupe 

T HE Korean National Dance Company Is 
one of the six groups of the National 
Theatre of Korea. It strives for the pre¬ 
servation of Korean classic dance and folk 


President Zail Singh. Lok Sabha Speaker Bal Pam Jakhar and Minister of Partiamantary Affairs Bhishma Namm Smgh were 
among the audience to see the performance of the Korean National Dance troupe at the Teen Mum House festival on 
November 14. and below Mrs Gandhi at the Korean Pavtkon in the Children '9 International Book fair inaugurated on November 
14 at Teen Murti House 












ASIAD Festival 
Of Visual Arts 


T HE Handicrafts Development Commis¬ 
sion, Govt of India, in cooperation with the 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations had 
organised an exhibition of Traditional Crafts of 
\sia at Rabindra Bhavan in New Delhi during 
be Asian Games. Korea participated in this 
exhibition of traditional crafts from Asian coun- 
ries. 

41 handicraft items from Korea were on 
Jisplay at the exhibition. Notable among these 
terns were: Cosmetic Box inlaid with mother- 
ef-pearl, Jewelry Box with painted birds on 
ram. Kayagum. Komunmgo and Haegum. 
stringed musical instruments, Celadon vase and 
>ther porcelain items. 

Art critics who reviewd the exhibition in 
Indian newspapers had high praise for the 
Korean exhibits. 


Cho Trio 
Concert in 
India 



-a v 
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T HE famous Korean Cho Piano Trio per¬ 
formed at the India International Centre in 
New Delhi on December 18. attended by a 
house-ful lovers of music. The trio, Cho Young 
Bang. Cho Young Mi and Cho Young Chang 
formed the Ensemble in 1977. Giving their 
' devotion to music ever since, they cultivated a 
Wide category of piano trio music, extending up 
a to today's master pieces. 

* They achieved remarkable success within a 
few years, as-winners of the famous interna- 
tiortdl Competitions in Geneva, Switzerland and 
Munich as well as radio broadcasting and 
Jbncerts in Korea, Japan. Europe and the USA. 
■^y are excellent soloists who devote their 
iBbcHdlnary virtuousity to the ensemble play* 
Upend have Won for themselves an excellent 
reputation for performances. 

Thd perfdmances in India are arranged by the 
Mtx Mute Bhayan* The first performance was 
ih Dell)i tiptrio Win go to 

Calcutta for, Its third arid last concert in India. 
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National Day 
Celebrated in New Delhi 


K OREA'S National Foundation Day 
which falls on October 3, was 
celebrated in Delhi at a reception 
held at the Embassy on October 4. The 
reception was attended by about 600 . 
distinguished personalities and the chief 
guest was Vice-President M. 
Hidayatullah. 


In a message telecast on the Delhi 
Doordarshan, Ambassador Kim Chung- 
Tai said that on that auspicious day the 
people of Korea rededicate themselves 
to further promote and strengthen the 
existing friendship and understanding 
between the peoples of the two coun¬ 
tries. 



Korean 

Painting 

Exhibition 

T HE Embassy of the Republic of 
Korea and the All India Fine Arts and 
Crafts Society organised a Korean 
contemporary Paintings Exhibition at the 
AIFACS Hall in New Delhi in the first 
week of December. Representative 
works of seven artists, who are a small 
cross-section of the contemporary Ko¬ 
rean art scene, were on display. 

The exhibition was inaugurated by 
Minister Kee-Bock Shin. Introducing the 
artists, the Minister said: "I appreciate 
the Indian Government and the persons 
involved in making the exhibition possi¬ 
ble. I hope, through several events, you 
would accept our sincere offering of true 
friendship." 

The exhibitions were on view from 
December 1 to 7 and have drawn a 
number of art lovers and art critics. 

Han Manning Papar work, 1962 









WOMEN _ 

T raditional 
Image 

W OMEN in old Korea were subordinated 
to men, and often lived suppressed 
lives They had to be dependent on 
three men during their lives--their father, 
husband and son- and their activities were 
restricted by severe social regulations 
But that stereotype was not universal Many 
Korean women enjoyed self-reliance, culture 
and social status in the male-dominated society. 

The Daewoo Foundation held a symposium 
at the Korean Publishers Association building in 
Sagandong, Seoul recently, to 9tudy the "Image 
of Traditional Korean Women" in light of his- 



The symposium on the Image of Traditional Korean 
Women m progress 

tory, .literature, religion and psychology 

One of the three scholars who presented 
papers. Prof Ha Hyon-gang of Yonsei Univer¬ 
sity pointed out that Korean women's status 
has changed considerably In ancient kingdoms, 
such as the Koguryo (B.C. 37 — 669 A.D) and 
Silla (B.C 57-935 AD.) dynasties, women 
enjoyed considerable freedom 

However, Korean women were legally sub¬ 
ordinated to men throughout the entire Yi 
Dynasty (1392-1910) in accordance with the 
prevalent Confucian ethics. Their behaviour was 
controlled They were to live a disciplined life, 
regulated by the "seven evils." Women who 
committed one of the seven evils were expel¬ 
led from their husband's home 

Prof. Ha attributed the strict regulation on 
women during the Yi Dynasty period to social 
effects of the freedom women enjoyed in the 
ancient kingdoms. 

Prof Chang Tok-sun of Seoul National Uni¬ 
versity said in his paper that Yangban (upper 
class) women of Yi Dynasty who had a con¬ 
siderable knowledge of Chinese characters 
recognised the value of Hangul (Korean 
alphabet) and wrote poems and other literary 
works using it. 

Prof Chong Yang-won of Sungshin Women's 
University discussed the "Traditional Image of 
Korean Women in Confucian Society." Many 
old books taught women to endure their hus¬ 
bands* wrath and not to be envious even when 
their husbands has more than 100 mistresses. 
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SEOUL INTERNATIONAL MEETS 


Photographic art 
Congress Of Asia 

T HE 8th Congress of the Federation of 
Asian Photographic Art was held in Seoul. 
250 photographers from Hong Kong. 
Japan. Java, Malaysia, Singapore, the Republic 
of China and Korea attended the congress. 

The 14-country federation was established in 
1966 to exchange photography information and 
to promote friendship between photographers 
of Asian countries. 

The Seoul conference was sponsored by the 
Photographers’ Society of Korea. 

Along with the congress, a photo exhibition 
was held at the Lotte Exhibition Hall 

Jaycees Of Tlw 
World Meet 

T HE 37th JCI World Congress, attended 
by 6,000 Jaycees from 70 member coun¬ 
tries. was held at the Chamsil Gymnasium, 
in south-eastern Seoul this November 
The meeting reviewed crucial global issues 
as the pupulation explosion, resources and 
energy shortage and considered ways to solve 
these problems. 

Prime Minister Kim Sang-hyup and JCI Presi¬ 
dent Barry L. Kennedy attended the four-hour 
opening, with the entrance of 5,000 Koreans 
and 5,000 foreign Jaycees. followed by Korean 
folk dances and the World Vision Children's 
Choir's performance accompanied by the Ko¬ 
rean Army Orchestra. 

In a welcoming speech at the opening of the 
Congress. Prime Minister Kim said, "Together 
with you, the Korean people eagerly seek perma¬ 
nent freedom, prosperity and peace on earth. 
Based on love and friendship, we are trying to 
discuss and cooperate with people throughout 
the world for the fulfilment of these hopes " 
"World Peace Through North-South Coopera¬ 
tion," was the key theme of the 37th JCI World 
Congress 


Quality Control 
Convention 

T HE International Convention on Quatil 
Control Circles *82 (ICQCC '82) was hel 
recently at the Lotte Hotel in Seoul. 

The Industrial Advancement Administrate 
(IAA), organizer of ICQCC '82. said that aboi 
790 QC officials and managers from 19 cour 
tries including Korea participated in the conver 
tion. , 

The participating countries included Australu 
Denmark, Finland. Hong Kong. India. Japar 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, the Philip 
pines. Sweden, the Republic of China, th< 
United Kingdom, Brazil. Singapore and th< 
United States. 

In his welcoming speech, Kim Hyung-bae 
director of the IAA, said that the exchange o 
information of QC activities will help incpeasi 
the productivity of the manufacturing industry 
A technical session was held on the seconi 
day, with various problem-solving case report! 
by QC circle members. 

1986 PBEC meetini 
In Seoul 

S EOUL has been chosen as the venue fo 
the 1986 annual general meeting of the 
Pacific Basin Economic Council (PBEC). Th< 
Korea Committee of the regional economic 
forum, affiliated with the Federation of Korear 
Industries (FKI), said that the decision for Seou 
was made when the steering committee of the 
council met in Honolulu, Hawaii from Octobei 
31 to November 2. 

The Korean committee, headed by Sonj 
In-sang, was established as a permanent orga 
nization in May this year in the hope of hosting 
the PBEC general meeting. It operates withir 
the FKI, one of the nation's major business 
forums. 

PBEC is a pan-Pactfic economic cooperatior 
organization on the private level. 
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SPORTS AND GAMES 


[ncouragement to 
portsmen 


RESIDENT Chun Doo Hwan had pledged 
j; W* maximum support to the Korean athletes 
■ to help them continue their athletic activi¬ 
ties. Speaking at a luncheon hosted by him at 
the Taenung National Athletes Training Camp, 
for 104 of the members of the Korean contin¬ 
gent for the Ninth Asiad President Chun Doo 
.Hwan said the government will provide athletes 
who enhance national prestige through their 
accomplishments in the upcoming Asian 
Games with “maximum" support to help them 
continue their athletic activities 
He said, the Republic of Korea's participation 
in the New Delhi Asian Games was particularly 
significant because the nation would host the 
1986 Asian and 1988 Olympic Games 
"Athletes and sports officials are asked to 
make detailed observations on the overall op¬ 
eration of the New Delhi Games while doing 
their best to score good results." he said 


Triumphant 
Return of 
Athletes 

T HE athletes who won laurels for their 
.country at the Ninth Aisad have returned to 
Seoul amidst warm welcome from the 
people and Government officials The Minister 
of Sports Lee Won-Kyung and president of the 
Korea Amateur Sports Association Chung Ju- 
Yung greeted the athletes inside the plane on 
their arrival at the Kimpo International airport. 
Their tnumphant return marked an open-car 
parade for the athletes and officials, who were 
cheered by people lining up alongside the 
15-kilometer road from Yoido Plaza to Chong- 
nyangni in Seoul inspite of the freezing 
weahter. 

■ President Chun Doo Hwan and the Minister 
of Sports hosted separate receptions to the 
Athletes. At the luncheon hosted for the 
Athletes, President Chun called for developing 
the country's sports by continuously improving 
Athletic techniques and training hard. 

« Highly praising the Korean athletes for their 
jfartormance at the New Delhi Asian Games, 
resident Chun said that the news of Korea's 
fnerous medals in the Games have given the 
IHple at home pride and confidence in their 
potential. 

The luncheon was followed by a medal 
decoration ceremony in which 249 athletes and 
sports officials were given various sports med* 
ais and 1 Presidential citations. 
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President and Madam 
Chun meet the members 
of the Korean women bas 
ketbalt team at the 
Taenung coaching camp 
where the team was pre 
paring for the Ninth Asian 
Games 


Symbol selected for 
'86 Asian Games 

T HE organizing committee for the 1986 
Seoul Asian Games has decided on the 
symbol for the games 
The symbol was selected from eight items 
designed by three professors at the commit¬ 
tee's request The committee made the re¬ 
quest after it failed to find an acceptable mark 
from 572 entries sent in by the public. 

The mark depicts a comprehensive image of 
"the land of morning calm" combined with the 
primary symbol of the Asian Games, the sun 
Specifically the image consists of two "S" 
shapes and the blue part of the centre circle of 
the Korean national flag. 




A committee press release said the "S" 
shapes indicate the initial letter of Seoul and the 
meandering Han river. 

The sun, drawn in red. shows the prosperity, 
solidarity and onward progress of the Asian 
people. 

The three professors who created the 
selected mark are Ku Dong-jo of Dongkuk 
Women's Cottage, Kim Hyon from Chungang 
University and Ahn Chong-on of Sookmyong 
Women's University. 


Marathoner Son's Laurel 
a cultural property 

T HE Seoul City government is considenng 
the designation of the laurel Son Ki-jong 
planted at his alma mater, Yangjong High 
School, in memory of winning an Olympic 
marathon event 46 years ago, as a local cultural 
property 

Son. Korea's Olympic gold medalist, received 
a sapling of the laurel, a symbol of victory, when 
he won the marathon in the Berlin Olympics, in 
1936. 



The lauref brought by Korea's only Olympic Marathon 
winner Son Ki-jong 

Officials said the age of the tree is estimated 
at 50, The tree is 25 metres in hight and its 
trunk is 2.4 meters in circumference at the 
lowest part. 

Officials said the designation would improve 
the image of Korea as a country of potential 
marathon runners 
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KOREAN FOLK STORIES 


Bllndman’s Daughter 
SHIM CHUNG 


Korean folk stories are full of imagination that takas you to all the 
"three worlds.* Children's stories, in particular, are woven around 
morals that would help them in moulding up their character. This 
is one such story. 




A great many years ago there lived in the 
land of morning calm a poor blind man and 
his daughter, Cnung. Chung's mother died 
when she was born and Mr. Shim, not knowing 
how to feed the child, wandered from house to 
house begging for food. 

The women of the neighborhood took pity on 
this beautiful baby and often gave milk and food 
so the child would grow. Mr. Shim loved his 
only daughter very much. 

As Chung grew to be a young girl her charm 
and poise attracted the attention of a noble¬ 
man's wife who asked her to come and work as 
a maid. Chung was able to work every day in 
the rich man's house and came home to help 
her father in the evening. 

One day, however, she had to return late and 
Mr. Shim went out to meet her. In trying to 
cross a narrow bridge over the stream which 
ran by the village, he accidently fell into the 
water. M Helpl Help!" he cried. 

A Buddhist monk who was passing by saw 
his plight and rescued him. He told Mr. Shim 
that if he could bring 300 bags of rice to a 
certain temple, he would receive his sight 
again. 

Poor Mr. Shim knew that this dream would 
never happen but he mentioned to his daughter 
the monk's promise. Everyday little Chung 
would pray that the heavenly spirit would comp, 
to earth and open the eyes of her father^gj 
One day sailors came to town. They yvadH 
to buy a maiden to sacrifice to the angry V|| 
dragon so they could safely navigate toward 
China with their cargo. Chung's heart leaped 
with joy forshe heard they would pay any prioe. 

She Want to the captain of the ship And told 
him that she was reedy to sen hecsetf tar 300 
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of rice so that her blind father might see* 
jl'p sailors were deeply moved and did not 
rfsh to take such a beautiful maiden but Chung 
fisted and finally the bargain was struck* The 
j pO bags of rice were taken to the temple and 
jptung was told that the ship would sail on the 
(full moon next month. 

"Father, father, you must cheer up. I've taken 
300 bags of rice to the temple and soon you will 
be able to see." Chung happily told her father. 
1 "Where did you get the rice?" The surprised 
ivfr. Shim asked. 

^Though she was an honest girl, she could not 
■ bring herself to tell her father the truth. "The 
nobleman's wife is planning to adopt me as 
their daughter and gave me the rice as the 
price." she hesitantly replied. 

The blind man laughed for joy because he 
: knew his daughter would now be content. 
However, from that day Chung thought about 
what she must do and trembled with fear. 
There was much to finish in her preparation, as 
she knew her father would soon be alone in the 
world. She washed all his clothing, mended his 
horsehair hat and repaired all the rice paper in 
the windows of their humble home. 

On the eve of her departure she sat alone 
before a flickering lamp and pondered her tragic 
fate. Hot tears rolled down her flushed cheeks 
and a cry burst from her quivering lips. She 
softly sobbed as she thought about her father 
who would now have no one to take care of 
him. 

"Oh sad night) Please rooster dcin't crow this 
morning as your loud voice will tear my heart in 
grief. Oh my poor fatherl" But soon the sun 
broke over the mountain and the sailors were at 
her door. 

"Please a few more moments as I wish to 
prepare my father's breakfast for the last time. I 
have not yet-told him what I must do." she 
pleaded. The sailors nodded and left. 

Chung entered the kitchen with tears in her 
eyes and prepared the best breakfast she knew 
On a low table she placed the food before 
her blind father and gently said. "Father, this 
will make you happy, please eat until you are 
full." 

Mr. Shim was all smiles as he tasted the 
food. "My sweet Chung. Why does the food 
taste so good this morning?" he teased. "In 
fact I had a wonderful dream several nights ago. 

I saw you riding a four wheeled-wagon drawn 
by snow white horses. Perhaps it is a good 
omen?" spoke the father with a smile. 

Chung sobbed in tearful sorrow. "My child! 
What is wrong?" Mr. Shim cried in surprise. 

"It is nothing father." But Chung knew that 
the dream was foretelling her death. She tried 
again to pretend being cheerful. "What a 
wonderful dream it was." she replied. 

She took out his long bamboo pipe and 
lighting it. placed the brass mouth piece be¬ 
tween her father's lips. She slipped out to the 
I altar to say a last farewell to the spirits of her 
Bapeestors. She bowed twice. Returning to her 
F ather she dasped both hands and cried out as 
she fainted* 

The poor blind father could not understand 
what was happening. ^Wake up! Wake up!" he 
cried. ‘What doefr ail this mean?" 

Chung murmured .tesrfutiy as she awoke. 
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"Forgive me. fatherl I have lied and cheated. 
The 300 bags of rice that. I gave to the temple 
was the payment from the sailor? who wanted 
a maiden to be sacrificed to the sea dragon. I 
must go today. Please hold me for the last 
time." 

Mr. Shim could not believe his ears. For a 
long time he was speechless. "What! Is it true? 
No. how can you go? Why did you ngt talk about 
this matter with me? What is the meaning of 
my living if I must lose you too?" For a long time 
the daughter and father hugged each other and 
wept bitterly. Eventually the sailors returned for 
her. 

Chung wiped the tears from her eyes and 
knowing what she must do, left the house and 
boarded the ship. Soon the ship put out to sea. 

At first the sea was calm but after one week a 
typhoon struck and tossed the small ship like a 
matchstick. 

"Helpl Help!" the sailors screamed. "The 
monsterous sea dragon is coming upon us." All 
eyes turned to Chung and she knew what she 
must do to save the ship. 

Covering her face to hide her fear she jumped 
over the railing into the angry sea. her billowing 
pink skirt fluttering as a butterfly. "Father, I am 
goingl" she cried. 

As her feet touched the surface of the sea, a 
sea goddess caught her in her arms and 
escorted by a school of tuna, they passed 
through the ocean depth to the palaro of the 
Sea Dragon King. The Sea Dragon King im¬ 
mediately admired Chung's beauty and wanted 
to adopt her as his own daughter. 

The palace was magnificent beyond one's 
wildest imagination. Giant pearls, delicate coral, 
bright rubies and green emeralds decorated all 
the rooms. Music and dancing was in constant 
progress to please the new princess, but Chung 
could only think of her father and refused to eat 
or smile. 

The Sea Dragon King teamed of her sad 


circumstance and took great pity. Though he 
wanted her to stay in hia sea palace, he knew it 
was beat to return her to lend. Placing her 
gently within a lotus flower he sent it floating 
upward. 

As the lotus blossom broke to the surface a 
sailing vessel was passing. The sailors at the rail 
shouted. "Look, there is a lotus blossom in the 
sea.. This is most unusual. Let's take it to the 
king as it must be something special." 

The king was pleased to see this gift. "The 
heavenly spirit must be sending good fortune to 
us." he thought. While the king and young 
prince watched, the lotus blossom was opened 
and inside they found the lovely Shim Chung 
fast asleep. 

For the young prince it was love at first sight. 
He turned to the king, his father, and asked. 
"May I take this young maiden to be my wife?" 

"Why certainly," the king replied. 

For many days and nights the wedding feast 
continued in the palace. After the honeymoon 
the new princess held another magnificent 
feast for all the blind men in the kingdom. Day 
after day the blind men came and Chung 
anxiously searched for her father's face. Finally 
on the last day her father appeared. 

Wild with joy she ran and fell upon his neck, 
"Fatherl Father! It is me, Chung, your 
daughter." 

Mr. Shim cried out in disbelief. "Chung, my 
daughter, Is it really you? How can it be? 

At this very moment Chung's sacrifice and 
prayers were answered and the father's eyes 
opened to see his daughter for the first time. 

The prince soon became a king and ruled well 
and wisely. Shim Chung had many sons and 
lived happily ever after. She was a gently queen 
who spent her time with her grandchildren during 
her old age. You can be certain that her daughters 
and grand-daughters learned of the wise and 
devoted ways of women from Shim Chung. 
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SURVEY ON BELIEFS MORE AIRLINES TO SEOUL 


O NLY 42 percent of Koreans believe in the existence of god. 
according to a survey by the Korea Survey (Gallup) Polls. The 
comparative survey between Korea and 14 other countries show 
that Koreans marked a very low rate in belief in god. 

The survey found only 30 percent of Koreans believe in a heavenly 
life after death, marking the lowest among the 15 countries. 

Koreans also marked low rates in their belief in heaven, hell and 
original sin, compared with peoples in the Western world. 

However, more Koreans made positive answers in their belief in 
"Resurrection" 


FOREIGNERS LEARN KOREAN 


L IFE for the foreigner in Seoul can be a battering experience 
without the rudimentary Korean that can start to make it fun. To 
chat with taxi drivers, haggle with saleswomen, and tease 
small children can do much to enhance an extended stay in Korea, 
and with a little time, effort, and money, gaining this proficiency is 
not difficult. 

A variety of institutes in Seoul offers Korean language lessons. 
The three most well-known and reputed are the Yonsei Korean 
Language Institute, the Myongdo Institute, and the Language 
Teaching Research Centre. Depending on what particular needs one 
might have, anything from asking directions to Namdaemun market 
to explaining one's personal philosophy to a Korean university 
student, one of these schools should render successful results 
The oldest of them all. Yonsei Korean Language Institute, was 
established in 1959. 

According to Mrs. Paik Pong-ja. director of studies at Yonsei KLI, 
the emphasis at Yonsei is on conversation The textbook used in the 
regular course was written by the Yonsei teaching staff and consists 
of dialogues and substitution drills "The best way to learn a 
language is memorization, You cannot avoid it in the beginning." 
says Mrs Paik with a teacher’s air. 

The Yonsei course currently enrolls 150 students but has special 
classes for embassy employees and some tutorials These days. 
Mrs. Paik notes, the students are a mix of missionaries, business¬ 
men, diplomats, and foreign university students, about half are 
Japanese and many of the rest are Americans and Europeans. 

Gingko tow ml me&cfoei vehe that brings m foreign exchange 



F OREIGN airlines are seeking to open flight routes to Seoul tc 
meet increases in the transportation of passengers to the city 
during the 1986 Asian Games and the 1988 Olympics. 
Kuwait Airways, according to civil aviation sources, has proposed 
to the Korean Ministry of Transporation for a once-a-week passengei 
service between Kuwait and Seoul via Bankok beginning from 
December 14. 

Air France has already informed the ministjy that it plans tc 
operate its aircraft between Seoul and Paris from July of next year at 
the latest 

The French airlines obtained the right to operate on the Seoul- 
Paris route in 1973 when an aviation agreement between Korea and 
France was concluded. 

In the meantime, Lufthansa of West Germany exchanged market 
figures with KAL recently to study the feasibility of opening a flight 
service to Seoul 

Philippine Air Lines is also negotiating with KAL for an agreement 
to begin direct flights between Seoul and Manila f 

KAL, the national flag carrier started an air service on the same 
route in October under a bilateral civil aviation agreement between 
Korea and Philippines. 

Civil aviation observers said that KAL's ability to compete with 
foreign airlines, which are offering air services in the country, will be 
affected if the foreign air companies are allowed t<5 begin flights. 

Swiss Air plans to extend passenger flights to Tokyo when flight 
operations are authorised by the ministry 
In addition, Malaysia Airline System (MAS) and Singapore Airlines 
(SIA) plan to increase their flights to Seoul. 

In an effort to pioneer other air routes. KAL is pushing ahead with 
a plan to inaugurate flight services to Singapore, Africa, Indonesia 
and Australia. 


GINGKO LEAVES AS MEDICINE 

T HIS year, Degree International exported 1,500 tons of gingko 
leaves for $4,920,000. A pharmaceutical maker in London uses 
some extract of the gingko leaf to produce medication for 
arteriosclerosis and other grown-up diseases. 

This unisexual plant of fan-shaped leaves can survive the adverse 
atmospheric conditions in urban areas. 

The best time to pick gingko leaves for medical purposes comes 
between late September and mid-October. 


WORLD FOOD PROBLEM 
DISCUSSED 

* 

OREA's Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries Park Johng- 
moon met S.S. Puri, Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
assistant director general and regional representative for Asia 
and the Pacific, to exchange views on world food problems, in Seoul 
in October. 

At the meeting, they shared the view that a rapid increase in food 
production and more equitable access to food supplies are two main 
factors needed to solve current food shortage problems worldwide. 

Purirtiede a five-day visit to Seoul on the occassion of the second 
Wqi^)|»W-'I&9y on October 16. 

KOREAN NEWS NOVEMBEfVDECEMBER '82 



22 



,;_ 7 4 -—--- 

<> K j 
V 

. v 

'' 

$570 MIL CONTRACT IN LIBYA 

YUNDAI Engineering and Construction Co. will undertake a 
$570 million construction project to build a power and desalting 
plant in Libya on a turn-key basis. A company press release said 
recently that a formal contract for the Libyan project was signed 
between Lee Myong-back, president of Hyundai Engineering and 
Construction and a representative from the General Corporation for 
Iron and Steel Project of Libya. Siemens of West Germany, G.I.E. of 
Italy and other internationally reputed companies tried in vain to win 
the contract, it siad. Under the contract, the largest of its kind in the 
Overseas market, key subsidiaries of the Hyundai Group, will jointly 
participate to construct six units of 85 megawatt power plants and 
three units of desalting plants with a daily processing capacity of 
10,500 cubic meters. 


ECONOMIC 


TEACHING aid show 


T HE 1982 Child Teaching Aid and Material Development 
Exhibition (CTAMDEX '82) was held at the Korea Exhibition 
Centre (KOEX) in Seoul recently. The Korea Save the Children 
Community Development Federation (KSCCDF), organizer of 
CTAMDEX '82, said that the exhibition was aimed at developing 
teaching aids and materials in the country. A total of 29 firms from 
nine countries including Korea, participated in the exhibition by 
displaying 1,400 kinds of teaching aids and materilas. KSCCDF said. 
Other participating countries included Canada, Denmark, Great 
Britain, Japan. Mauritius. Norway, the Republic of China and the 
United States, according to KOEX which sponsored the exhibition. 



BRIEFS 


METAL ASIA '82 


A total of $275,050 worth of contracts were signed to export 
Korean machinery products at the Machine Asia's International 
Machine Tool and Metal Working Show (METAL ASIA '82) held 
in Singapore from November4) to 13 the Korea Trade Promotion 
Corporation (KOTRA) said. Korea displayed 11 kinds of machinery 
manufactured by 10 Korean firms KOTRA also said that about 
$3,249,254 worth of business talks are now underway. 


CHEMICAL INDUSTRY 


E XPORTS of heavy and chemical industrial products during the 
first 10 months of this year amounted to $9,311 million, up 17 
percent from that of the like period a year earlier, the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry said recently. Accordingly, the ratio of 
heavy and chemical industrial products against the country's total 
exports of $18,332 million registered during the same period came 
to 50.8 percent. 


AUTOMOBILE SALE HIKE 


A 

K OREA'S auto makers plan to sell a total of 220,000 vehicles 
mostly passenger cars, next year. According to sales plans for 
1963 worked out by the three major automakers. Hyundai 
Motor Co. plans to sell 90.000 units in the home market and 26,000 
in foreign markets, while Kia Industrie) Co. plans to export 5,000 
units and sell 56,000 in local markets. 

. Saehan Motor Co., a joint venture between Daewoo Group and 
General Motors Corp. of the United States, meanwhile, hopes to sell 
43,315 units in the home market and 2,030 in foreign markets. 

. The growing demand for new model cars such as the Pony 2 and 
/ Meepsy is significant. 

Thariks tp quality improvement of locally made vehicles, exports 
. dfKorean cars tothe Middle East and South American countries are 
• also ftfctfy to gain added mOrhentum next year. 
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FOURTH IN FOOTWARE EXPORTS 


T HE footwear industry in Korea has undergone considerable 
expansion in production facilities and output. The nation's 
footwear manufacturers exported a total of $1,049 million 
worth of various footwear items to overseas markets last year. 

Korea's major footwear products can be classified into four 
distinct groups—rubber boots, canvas, vinyl, and leather shoes. The 
nation's major export items in this field include industrial safety 
boots, fishing waders, various outdoor sporting goods and shoes, 
athletic, casual and dress shoes, and fashion boots for women and 
girls 

There are some 70 footwear manufacturing firms now in Korea. 
The leading manufacturers are Kuk|e Corp.. H.S (Hwasung) Corp-. 
Samhwa Co.. Taehwa Co., Chinyang Corp., and Tongyang Rubber 
Enterprises Co., most of which are charactenzed by mechanization 
systems on a large scale a9 compared with small and medium 
industries in Taiwan and other developing countries, which empha¬ 
size a labour-intensive industry. 


Flags of the participating c ountnes flutter at the racantiy conducted SITRATB in Saouf 
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